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Massive Attack on Minnehaha 


by Aspen, Spiney and Tumbleweed 

Just after 4 a.m. on December 20, over 600 police officers 
descended on our happy home. Code named "Operation 
Coldsnap," the raid on the Minnehaha Free State was the 
largest show of police force in Minnesota history. Seven 
buildings in the path of the proposed reroute of Highway 55 
in southeastern Minneapolis had been occupied by activists 
since August. The raid resulted in 37 arrests and was followed 


by the fastest demolition job the city has ever seen. All of the 
houses were completely bulldozed and the foundations 
were filled in by daybreak. By mid-afternoon, after a light 
snow had fallen over the encampment, it looked like the 

occupation had never existed. 

In addition to excessive numbers, police also used exces- 
sive force, confronting nonviolent protesters with laser- 
sighted automatic weapons and torturing them with pepper 
spray and tear gas. In some cases, an unknown pepper-spray- 


like gel was applied directly to their eyes. Activists locked 
down and in handcuffs were beaten and maced. One activist's 
nose was broken by an officer performing a pain compliance 
hold. The ceremonies of the Mendota Mdewakanton Dakota 
were brutally cut short and sacred items destroyed. Once in 
jail, the detainees were denied medical attention and held 
incommunicado in solitary confinement for nearly 48 hours. 

After a week of rumors, the raid came with a few hours 
warning. Our roving security team spotted a two-mile- 

long column of cars, 
trucks and buses en- 
tering a hangar at the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul 
International Airport, 
one mile south of the 
site. Our whistles blew 
as Ryder trucks pulled 
up in front of each house, 
I disgorging masked, 
black-clad police wield- 
s ing rifles and battering 
rams. It was immedi- 
ately apparent the au- 
thorities knew right 
where each and every 
barricaded site and lock-down was, despite some having 
been built only two weeks prior. Police filled entire 
houses with tear gas, choking and nauseating the pro- 
testers whose arms were locked into barrels. Many un- 
locked voluntarily, only to be pepper-sprayed while 
trying to make their way out. Police also tipped over a 
tripod while_ a sitter was still on top and maced a man 
who was sitting on a roof. 

continued on page 28 



Operation “Cremate Monsanto” 


by Professor Nanjundaswamy, 
Karnataka State Farmers Association 

"Dear friends, Monsanto's field trials 
in Karnataka will be reduced to ashes, 
starting on Saturday." 

On November 26, two days after the 
Indian Minister of Agriculture disclosed 
the location of three fields where ge- 
netically modified cotton was being 
grown, the Karnataka State Farmers 
Association (KRRS) announced its 
plans to burn the fields. 

On November 28, thousands of 
farmers occupied and burned down 
the three fields in front of TV cameras 
in an open act of civil disobedience. 
These actions were the start of a 
direct action campaign by farmers 
against biotechnology, called 
Operation Cremation Monsanto, 
which will not stop until all corporate 
killers like Monsanto, Novartis and 
Pioneer leave India. 

The campaign will run under the 
following slogans: stop genetic engi- 
neering, no patents on life, cremate 
Monsanto and bury the World Trade 
Organization. There is also a more 
specific message directed at all those 
who have invested in Monsanto: You 
should take your money out before 
we reduce it to ashes. 

These kinds of actions have the 
potential not only to kick the corpo- 



Farmers fight back in India, flaming genetically modified cotton 


rate killers out of our country but 
also pose a major challenge to their 
survival in the stock markets. Who 
wants to invest in a mountain of 
ashes or in offices that are constantly 
being squatted (and if necessary even 
destroyed) by activists? For these rea- 
sons, we are making an international 
call for direct action against 
Monsanto and the rest of the biotech 
gang. Stopping biotechnology in In- 
dia will not be of much help if it 


continues in other countries. The 
threat that it poses does not stop at 
the borders. 

This call for action will hopefully 
inspire all the people who are already 
doing brilliant work against biotech- 
nology and those who have not been 
active to join hands in a quick, effec- 
tive worldwide effort. This is a very 
opportune moment to target 
Monsanto for its megalomaniacal at- 
tempt to monopolize the life indus- 


The Politics 
of Protest 

by Rod Coronado 

After hearing the news of David 
. "Gypsy" Chain's death in Headwa- 
ters forest this September, I was 
: hungry for information about this 
tragedy. All I found was two sen- 
tences in USA Today, a paragraph 
on the last page of the New York 
Times and nothing on any of the 
major television networks. 

This was in sharp contrast to the 
reports that accompany violent at-, 
tacks on the US government, its citi- 
zens or economic interests here or 
abroad by supposed "terrorists." Why 
then is it that the terrorist-like ac- 
tions of corporations like Maxxam/ 
Pacific Lumber (PL), including the 
murder of a young American non- 
violent protester, are largely ignored 
by the mainstream media? 

Media censorship and misinfor- 
mation help absolve corporations of 
responsibility for atrocities like 
David's murder and the destruction 
of the last great ancient forests. Me- 
dia bias is one of the largest ob- 
stacles the Earth First! movement 
must overcome, for the terrorist ac- 
tions of Maxxam/PL that culminated 
in David's murder are only the latest 
shots across the bow of our nonvio- 
lent resistance. 

David's death demonstrates that 
society's concern for preventing vio- 
lence does not extend to the Earth 
and those protecting her. 

continued on page 29 


try. It is now going through a hard 
time of layoffs and restructuring in a 
desperate effort to survive. 

It is also a good time to target 
Monsanto because recent scandals 
have contributed to its profile as a 
corporate killer, as if creating Agent 
Orange and bovine growth hormone 
weren't enough. 

We are calling only for nonviolent 
direct actions. Nonviolence in this 
context means that we should respect 
all (non-genetically modified) living 
beings, including police officers and 
the people who work for these 
transnational corporations. 

The campaign should proceed in a 
decentralized manner, and nobody 
should speak on behalf of other people 
involved in the campaign without 
their consent. However, people are 
welcome to report about the actions 
of others without pretending to 
represent them. 

If you want to be informed of what is 
going on in India and around the world 
on this matter, please send a message to 
listproc@gn.apc.org with the message 
subscribe pga-ge in the text body or 
contact us at swamy.krrs@aworld.net. 


EARTH FIRST! 

NO COMPROMISE IN DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH 

POB 1415 • EUGENE, OREGON 97440 • (541) 344-8004 

Sod the Politically Tame Tossers 


It's a large and beautiful world and one I believe worth 
fighting for. 

So this is America, home of the brave, land of the free. 
When I told people back in the UK I was off to do my thing 
at the Earth First! Journal quite a few warned me it's not like 
home. In the US, they said, Earth First! is not into radical 
politics. As I'd only been released from prison a few months 
earlier (after being convicted on trumped up charges stem- 
ming from my work with the Green Anarchist paper), the crew 
at home said our kin in the US would not have a clue where 
I was coming from. 

I did find out that the folks here don't understand me — not 
because of my politics but due to my weird UK accent and use 
of English slang. Well, actually there is a lack of understand- 
ing about how things are in the UK. We don't have old 
growth where I live. It was probably cut down and used to 
fight the French or something. 

After traveling across Canada for a while, I came to the 
Journal office and walked into something I was not expect- 
ing. Recently, some people back home had called the EF! 
Journal "politically tame,” but events in North America had 
recently taken a strange turn — a turn that's is bound to 
transform EF!'s "politically tame" status in some people's 
minds. I discovered that after the ELF (or whoever) burnt 
Vail, there were Earth Firstlers prepared to stand up to 
considerable pressure, stick their necks out and talk about the 
radical ideas they really believe in. 

Earth First!, like the entire ecological resistance movement, 
is a broad church. Ideas span a very wide spectrum, from the 
love-your-enemy attitude of Julia "Butterfly" Hill (a very 
interesting person, who doesn't call herself an Earth Firstler 
because she only wants to be herself) to Earth Firstiers who 
really do support the Vail action. Perhaps it's time to realize 
that, as we wish for diversity in nature, so should we accept 
it in our own movement. There is not one path to the 
creation of a society in harmony with nature, but many. We 
each must walk the one we feel most comfortable with. 

We had this debate in the UK in 1 992. Earth First! in the UK 
started with a civil disobedience outfit (with the lock-ons and 
digger diving that characterized the very early anti-roads 
movement) working alongside those who preferred the 
monkeywrenching tactics of Dave Foreman, Ed Abbey, the 
very active Animal Liberation Front and the anti-NATO 
activists in Holland. We all coexisted happily. Hell, at a 
bridge occupation by EF! during a Twyford Down action in 
'93, the ELF burnt a Cat earth mover. There was no fallout 
because we had the same enemy, some just chose different 

^Tauna Cabala 

© 

Lurking behind the innocent female orgasm is yet another 
evolutionary strategy that allows her to be choosy. In human 
females, masturbatory orgasms are traditionally thought to 
be substitutes for copulatory ones or a training method for 
orgasm during sex. There is evidence, however, that in 
humans the propensity for sexual climax increases with a 
male's salary and status, and in other primates, such as 
Chacma baboons and Japanese macaques, orgasms are more 
frequent when low-ranking females mate with high-ranking 
males. This indicates that there's likely a lot more to it than 
simply pleasure or training. 

Orgasm forces the contents of the upper vagina (seminal 
fluid, sperm and/or acidic vaginal fluids) into the cervix and 
its sperm storage areas, called crypts. Masturbatory orgasms 
decrease the pH of the cervical mucus, creating a hostile 
environment for sperm. Such acidity kills or immobilizes 
sperm that try to get into the cervical crypts, promotes a 
build-up of debris in the cervical channel and decreases 
sperm retention at the next copulation. Copulatory orgasms 
that occur one minute before to 45 minutes after male 
ejaculation cause females to retain the most sperm. Such a 
high retention orgasm gives sperm access to the crypts and 
clears the cervical channel. Thus, masturbation. coDulation , 
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tactics. The UK scene is something people should maybe 
have a look at. Though not perfect by any means, we 
know we all have our part to play and understand there 
are different opinions. 

Here at the Journal, they try their best to do what 
needs to be done, and it's not that easy and it's not that 
fun, as you just can't please everyone. Personally, I 
don't think you can bury your head in the sand. You 
have to stand up and be counted. Everyone should do 
their best to put things right, isn't that's what direct 
action is all about? If you don't like what goes into the 
Journal, may I suggest that you short-term so you can 
see for yourself what has to be dealt with on a daily 
basis. Then you will understand how much hard work 
goes into it all. For the joumalistas there is very little 
reward and hardly ever any thanks. Next time before 
you phone the Journal or write something bad, maybe 
you should put yourselves in our shoes for a moment 
and think about it. 

We all have things we can do, and we all need 
support. It's always easy to catcall from the audience, 
but it's a very different thing to be on the stage. The 
point is, as the French would say, "Viva la difference!" 
We have a hard enough fight to win without falling out 
amongst ourselves. 

In defence of our Earth, 

— Saxon 



by Faith Walker 

without climax and copulatory orgasms without timely 
male ejaculation all decrease sperm uptake at the next 
copulation yet they can all be overridden by a high 
up 1 ike orgasm. 

1 is hints to a female strategy (which, as with all 
beh. ioral products of our evolutionary past, is not 
conscious or infallible). It's been found that when human 
females switch from monoandry to polyandry they de- 
crease retention of their original partners' sperm while 
increasing that of other males. This is done by increasing 
the frequency of masturbatory orgasms and varying the 
timing of copulatory ones. This stimulating discovery fits 
in well with the theme of keeping reproductive status 
secret from males, which must have been favored by 
natural selection in our evolutionary past (perhaps it kept 
males around, solicited protection and resources from 
multiple males or decreased infanticide by confusing 
paternity). Female humans, unlike other primates, have 
a very cryptic reproductive cycle. Whereas the period of 
receptivity is physically flaunted by most primates, it's 
hidden in humans by concealed ovulation (often the 
female herself doesn't know when she's ovulating) and 
continuous receptivity. Thus, by manipulating sperm, 
the female orgasm extends the ability to choose and 
confuse males all the wav into the reproductive tract. - 
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Thoughtful Radicalism Revisited: 

Because Sometimes *#!%ing Shit Up Just Isn't Enough 


By Christopher Baer 

The early months of 1999 may well prove to be a 
turning point for the Earth First! movement. The 
death of Headwaters defender David Chain renewed 
public attention on the destruction of ancient forests 
and violence against conservation activists. David's 
legacy will be thousands of protected acres of old- 
growth redwoods. Equally, he might have left us with 
increased public support for wilderness and whole 
ecosystems. His story touched middle America, which 
recognized in it not only that conservation is right but 
that it could have easily been 
their outdoor-lovingson, daugh- 
ter, brother, sister or friend who 
was laid to rest because of the 
callous actions of those who 
would destroy the wild. 

The arson at the Vail ski re- 
sort a few months later by indi- 
viduals claiming to be from the 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF), 
supposedly to protect the Two 
Elk Roadless Area from the 
resort's planned expansion, 
once again focused public attention on Earth First!. 
Colorado conservationists, including Ancient Forest 
Rescue (AFR) and Boulder Earth First!ers, were quick 
to denounce the arson, being well aware of the 
negative impact it would have on the campaign to 
preserve the Two Elk. 

While the responses of AFR and Boulder Earth 
First!ers were thoughtful, intelligent and demon- 
strated the maturity that develops in uncompromis- 
ing wilderness activism, public reaction by Earth 
Firstlers, including members of the Earth First! Journal's 
editorial collective in numerous press outlets, the 
editorial, Dear Ned Ludd and the SFB illustrations of 
the last issue, clearly show that there are some in our 
movement who have not thoroughly thought 
through the Vail arson in terms of its appropriateness 
as an act of wilderness defense but only in terms of its 
level of radicalness. 

Thoughtful Radicalism 

"No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth" is a 
radical philosophy to be sure, but it is one that must 
be put into practice by thoughtful radicals if our 
movement's goals of big wilderness and healthy na- 
tive ecosystems are to be achieved. The idea of "thought- 
ful radicalism" was first introduced 10 years ago by 
former Wyoming representative for Friends of the 
Earth, wilderness guide, Earth First! co-founder and 
convicted monkeywrencher Howie Wolke ( EF!J De- 
cember-January '89). In the wake of the Vail fire and 
the negative impact on wilderness defense it has had 
in Colorado, it seems appropriate to revisit Wolke's 


ideas in the hope of preventing well intentioned but 
poorly considered acts of ecotage in the future. 

The Four Cornerstones 
According to Wolke there are four cornerstones of 
thoughtful radicalism: thwart, protect, restore and 
educate. Wolke recognizes that, "It is admittedly 
impossible for all radical actions — legal or not — to 
always build upon the four cornerstones. Sometimes, 
all you can hope for is to perhaps contribute to the 
long-term protection for an area. But it is always 
possible to avoid regression. That means we should 
consider both the short- and long-term conse- 


quences... Don't damage any "cornerstones." 

Because monkeywrenching by its nature does not 
contribute to restoring the land, this measuring stick 
will not evaluate the cornerstone of restoration. 

Thwart 

While it may have been the intention of the arson- 
ists to thwart the expansion of Vail into the Two Elk, 
they did not succeed, as evidenced by the continuing 
expansion into the roadless area. No act of 
monkeywrenching is guaranteed to meet with suc- 
cess, but those committing it can increase the chances 
by carefully thinking through their plans. A look at the 
evidence reveals that the arson stood no chance of 
thwarting Vail and saving the Two Elk. 

First, the arsonists violated one of the primary 
guidelines of ecotage, which is to not engage in it if a 
legal victory appears imminent or if a civil disobedi- 
ence campaign looks like it will succeed because 
monkeywreching can impair public support for long- 
term protection. While it appeared that all legal rem- 
edies for stopping the expansion had been exhausted 
at Vail, a civil disobedience campaign led by Ancient 
Forest Rescue was being organized. These activists 
were in the field in the Two Elk the night of the fires. 
The level of local support, combined with the action 
theater of a large ski resort, would have undoubtedly 
made the defense of the Two Elk a highly visible 
campaign, one that would have attracted a great deal 
of media attention and one that stood a strong chance 
of succeeding until the area could be protected by law. 

Second, assuming that it was the appropriate time in 


the Two Elk campaign to commit a major act of 
ecotage, the targets of the arsonist were poorly chosen 
and were not appropriate if the real motivation was to 
save the roadless area. The burning of a ski lodge, ski 
patrol building and chair lift, while guaranteeing a 
short-term, minor financial setback for Vail Associates 
(VA), stood no chance of stopping the bulldozers from 
rolling into the wild. What's more, any financial 
setback caused to VA as a whole stood no chance of 
jeopardizing the project because of the amount of 
capital available to the company. 

If the arsonists had taken the time to think about 
how they could have had the greatest negative im- 
pact on Vail's expansion and had understood that in 
a large company a single act of ecotage can only 
inflict serious financial damage to individual project 
budgets, not the whole, they would have instead 
looked to make the specific work of destroying the 
Two Elk more difficult by de- 
commissioning bulldozers, 
desurveying the area, etc. Such 
actions would have likely been 
more effective by slowing if not 
stopping the work, decreasing 
worker willingness to participate 
in the project and increasing in- 
surance premiums, which could 
have made the project unprofit- 
able and justified its abandon- 
ment. It is likely that these ac- 
tions also would not have gener- 
ated the widespread negative attention on the Two 
Elk campaign and on wilderness advocates that the 
arson did. 

The arson failed to thwart the destruction of theTwo 
Elk Roadless Area because it was poorly timed and did 
not select targets that could have guaranteed the 
desired outcome. Because the scale of the arson repre- 
sented a "final solution," it undermined additional 
efforts aimed at thwarting the expansion. Longtime 
Earth Firstier Karen Pickett once remarked that "Our 
motto is 'No Compromise in Defense of Mother 
Earth!' not 'Fuck Shit Up!"' But fuck shit up is exactly 
what ELF did, not for VA, but for the Two Elk, and 
those who cared about it and were willing to defend it. 
In doing so the ELF did a disservice to the cause of 
wilderness and damaged the very cornerstone they 
were trying to facilitate. 

Protect 

Successful attempts at thwarting wilderness destruc- 
tion organically provide de facto protection to wild 
areas by temporarily removing the threat. In a limited 
sense then, thwarting creates short-term protection 
until a new threat arises, at which time activists must 
fall back to their thwarting tactics. This cycle contin- 
ues ad infinitum until final protection can be gained 
for an area by designating it wilderness or other 
appropriate land management classification. Protec- 
tion is the end goal of conservation activism, and it is 
the cornerstone towards which the other three point. 

continued on page 29 
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Letters To The Editors «i» 


Dear EF! 

I just saw the damnedest thing. 
I'm sitting here in the middle of 
the night webbing it up and the 
TV is on. All of a sudden Julia 
Butterfly is on the dammed TV. I 
start paying attention and its this 
celebrity gossip show called Ex- 
tra on the peacock network. They 
had a poll of their viewers from a 
previous show and 91 percent of 
them said that Julia should not 
be forced to come down! I have 
the audio. Truth is in fact stranger 
than fiction. Only 9 percent of 
insomniac television addicts 
think Butterfly should be pepper 
sprayed into submission or felled 
downslope. 

— TC 

Dear EF!, 

When I saw Schindlers List 
which did not address the brutal 
displacement of the Palestinians 
in the creation of the Israeli state 
I thought that Steven Speilberg 


was a goddamn asshole. Now 
that I read in the EF! Journal that 
he is trying to put some 
"Dreamworks" monstrosity on 
the last remaining coastal wet- 
lands in LA County I know he is. 
Thanks for covering that. 

— W. Malkus 

Earth First! Journal Staff, 

Greetings from Boysenberry 
Prairie. After receiving the EF! 
Journal today I was very happy to 
see such good amount of space 
devoted to delicious topics. 

Please send greetings to Agents 
Cowpie and Cherry Rhubarb as I 
recently have been informed that 
the mayor of Eugene has been 
pie-ed. Congratulations on a job 
well done. 

I was also delighted to see the 
comic of Mr. Pope being re- 
minded of that big old-growth 
forest up north on the back cover. 
And we are all clowns so the ren- 
dition of me as such brings forth 


a certain giddiness. ■ .,< 

Keep up the good work. 

Until there is no pastriarchy in 
this world I am... 

— Agent Key Lime, General 
Command of the Biotic Baking 
Brigade — Ecotopia Cell 

Dear Earth First! 

You are cool because you save 
animals. The cheetah is my fa- 
vorite animal because I like the 
dots on them and I like how they 
run fast. I run fast too. I always 
wanted to go to the desert be- 
cause I want to see what it looks 
like. I want to see the animals. 

Sincerely, 

— Jonathan, 
Moffitt School, Rm. 205 

Dear SFB, 

Your Journal has introduced me 
to many inspirational actions and 
idealistic causes. As a perhaps naive 
and inexperienced 16 year old, I 
still believe I am at a rich, influen- 


.easei 

tial and especially passionate 
time in my life. I have always 
loved wilderness — some- 
times often described as a 
state of mind rather than a 
place. I love nature. I love 
the fact that 1 am part of a 
spiritual greatness in 
which goddess-like trees 
and goddess-like skies 
and goddess-like rains 
and goddess-like me all 
play equal roles in. 

The changes the EF! 
activists are trying to 
make and accomplish- 
ing are noble and fan- 
tastic, but often make me 
wonder. Where is the one- / 
ness found amidst all this strug- 
gling? When is the beauty of cold, 
silky, 4 a.m. sunrise sung? I am 
moved by the ambition of the ac- 
tivists and hope to help the im- 
mense divinity of nature survive 
one day, but... Where is the love? 

That, and patience, is needed 



more than arguments. Thanks so 
much for helping me to widen my 
eyes, mind and heart, 

— Dena Sarah Libn 

continued on page 30 
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Nigerian Protesters Killed 
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by Danny Kennedy & Anne Rolfes 

As many as 240 people have been 
killed in the recent bloody backlash 
against nonviolent civil disobedience 
in the Niger Delta. The killing started 
on December 30 when soldiers 
opened fire in Yenagoa, the capital 
of Nigeria's main oil-producing 
Bayelsa State, during an Ijaw youth 
protest. The Ijaw are Nigeria's fourth- 
largest ethnic group. 

The youths' plan was to stage a 
series of nonviolent occupations and 
protests against gas flares, pipelines 
and other oil installations and de- 
mand the withdrawal of the oil com- 
panies operating in the delta. 
"Operation Climate Change," as the 
youths dubbed it, has been amaz- 
ingly effective at demonstrating the 
seriousness of the local communities. 
With their oil well occupations, 40 
percent of production in the region 
has been shut down intermittently 
for the past four months by the activ- 
ists. Almost two-thirds of Nigerian oil 
flows from Ijaw territory. 

The Nigerian military prompted the 
shutdowns by declaring a state of emer- 
gency and creating a Naval Special 
Security Task Force to police the delta 
in order to "protect oil installations 
against vandalisation." This task force 
is eerily similar to the Rivers State 
Internal Security Task Force, which 
oversaw the Nigerian government's 
crackdown on the Ogoni people, an- 
other Niger Delta community that is 
fighting the Shell Corporation. Un- 
confirmed reports indicate the Nige- 
ria military has been using Shell heli- 
copters to bomb Ijaw towns. 

Tanks, warships and hundreds of 
troops have been sent into Beyelsa 
State. Soldiers have scoured villages, 
searched cars, and arbitrarily impris- 
oned and tortured individuals in 
search of the organizers of the pro- 
tests. Although the state of emer- 
gency has technically been lifted, 
the task force remains operational. 

"This is a serious backward step for 
Nigeria. These killings in Bayelsa 
State raise concerns that the current 
government is returning to the re- 
pressive methods used by the Abacha 
regime," says Peter Takirambudde, a 
spokesman for Human Rights Watch. 

Oronto Douglas, a spokesperson for 
the Ijaw Youth Council explained, 
"All we want is dialogue. What they 


want is force. We are asking the mul 
tinational companies to withdraw 
from Ijaw areas immediately." 

Over 300 organizations worldwide 
and dozens of notable individuals, 
from David Suzuki of Canada to 
Bishop Samuel Ruiz of Chiapas, en- 
dorsed a letter backing the Ijaw's 
demands. "We ask the companies to 
cease their activities in the region 
until all military and paramilitary 
units are removed, all activists re- 
leased from prison and the situation 
is peacefully resolved," said the let- 
ter, which was sent to the chief ex- 
ecutive officers of all the 
multinational oil companies operat- 
ing in Nigeria. 

Shell, in particular, has been re- 
ceiving pressure from other places, 
with an occupation of its interna- 
tional headquarters in London (see 
sidebar) and an announcement from 
the Movement for the Survival of 
the Ogoni People on Ogoni Day, 
January 4, that it would have to shape 
up or ship out of Ogoni land, not far 
from Ijaw territory, by the end of 
this year. On January 6, Shell de- 
clared "force majeur" and closed one 
of its two main export terminals as a 
result of community unrest. Over 
200 soldiers were protecting Forcados 
terminal, but it had to be closed 
"because no oil was coming in from 
the hinterlands," said Paul Ekadi, 
president of the Ijaw National Coun- 
cil in the US. 

If immediate solidarity actions 
aren't taken in support of the Ijaw, 
their struggle 
could easily go 
the way of the 
Ogoni's. The 
Ogoni refugees 
are one of the 
little known 
stories in the 
fight against oil 
in Nigeria. 

Since the ex- 
ecution of Ken 
Saro-Wiwa, the 
Ogoni leader, 
many Ogoni 
have fled their 
homeland in 
order to avoid 
torture and 
death. Eight 
hundred of 
them are in a 


refugee camp in Benin, West Africa. 
"We left home and are living in exile 
here in Benin and Togo in some of 
the worts parts of Africa. It is the 
fault of Shell and the government." 

The Ogoni's plight as refu- 
gees is relevant to recent 
events. The Ogoni, like the 
Ijaw today, were well-orga- 
nized, successful and com- 
mitted to nonviolent civil 
disobedience. But military 
brutality overpowered the 
Ogoni. The Ogoni refugees 
know that their experience 
is a case study in what could 
happen to the Ijaw. They sit 
and listen to the radio in the 
camp. They shake their 
heads because they've al- 
ready lived this story. "They 
are the next ones in this refu- 
gee camp," said one refugee. 

We must learn from the 
Ogoni experience to assure 
that the cycle of suffering 
stops. The Ogoni yesterday. 

The Ijaw today. There must 
be no one turned into a cor- 
porate refugee tomorrow. 

In January, Project Under- 
ground released Shell- 
Shocked Refugees, a 32-page 
passport-style booklet fea- 
turing interviews with the 
Ogoni refugees. It not only 
explains their plight from 
their own perspective but 
gives you action to take to 
undo the injustice. 


To order the report or for the latest 
updates on the crisis in Nigeria, con- 
tact Project Underground, 1847 Ber- 
keley Way, Berkeley, CA 94703; (5 10) 
705-8981; listproc@essential.org. 




On January 4, Ogoni Day in Nigeria as well 
as the first working day of 1999, an astonish- 
ingly well-dressed group of 12 concerned 
citizens occupied three key locations in 
Shellmex House, the headquarters of Shell 
UK. They stayed for four hours until forcibly 
removed by the police. During the office 
occupation the activists uploaded a spoof 
website (still found at www.kemptown.org/ 
shell) that mimics Shell's own but tells the 
truth rather than applying layer after layer 
of world-class greenwash. Shell declined to 
press charges. 

News of the action soon reached the Niger 
Delta. With any luck it provided a few pre- 
cious shreds of hope to the extraordinary 
people who have consistently put their lives 
and their livelihoods on the line by calling , 
and fighting for a complete end to oil produc- 
tion by transnational corporations on their 

lands. Perhaps the 
greatest reward for 
the 12 was the 
knowledge that 
they had shed 
more light on an 
extraordinarily in- 
spiring yet crimi- 
nally unknown 
battle for ecologi- 
^ cal and social jus- 
| tice in the delta. 

| Both the British 
| press and the of- 
A ten bewilderingly 
I ignorant employ- 
§ ees of Shell now 
! have far less excuse 
1 to turn a blind eye 
~ to the situation. 


The Ogoni refugee camp, symbol of the plight of corporate refugees 


Indian Animal Lowers Beat Poachers 


Long before Earth Firstlers ever linked arms on a 
logging road or set a platform in a tree, Indian 
villagers in the Rajasthan desert were putting their 
lives on the line to protect the local ecosystem. 
Today, the Bishnoi people continue that tradition, 
albeit in a more proactive manner, by beating poach- 
ers who dare venture into the area. 

In 1 730, a local timber baron sent his army to cut 
trees near the Bishnoi village. A woman named 
Amrita Devi, moved by a love for nature, jumped in 
the way. Soldiers decapitated her and threatened to 
do likewise to anyone else who impeded their work. 
Three hundred sixty-two other Bishnoi embraced 
the trees in a sequence of defiant sacrifice. 

The Bishnoi follow the teachings of a 15th cen- 
tury Hindu guru, Jhambaji, who coined 29 pre- 
cepts for instilling a reverence for life, including 
prohibitions against using intoxicants, eating meat 
or breaking twigs. One much-reprinted old photo 
shows a Bishnoi woman breast-feeding an orphaned 
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deer. Elder Prahlad Ram says, "Yes, such things 
have been known to happen. Between us and the 
animals there is complete trust. Our teachings tell 
us that we must serve as protectors and nurturers of 
all things." 

To that end, the young offspring of the prosperous 
grain-farming people give chase to all poachers hunt- 
ing the small antelope known as the black buck. If the 
youth catch the poachers, they beat them. 

Just after midnight on October 1, the people of 
Kankani were awakened by the gunshots of poach- 
ers. "I saw their jeep race by, and my head filled up 
with anger," said elder Ram. "We all began to shout 
and scramble. They had already killed the bucks. 
These animals are sacred to us, and we consider their 
lives more important than our own." Indeed, in 
1996, one local youth was shot and killed while 
chasing the poachers. 

But on October 1 the vigilantes only came close 
enough to read the Jeep's license number and recog- 


nize the driver, the heart-throb, action-flick hero, 
Salman Khan. "Had we caught him we would have 
beaten him severely," said another village elder, 
Choka Ram. 

At first, luck seemed to be on the young actor's 
side. Not only was he spared a severe beating, but 
the state's chief veterinarian found in a postmortem 
examination that the two black bucks had died of 
overeating and a poorly timed leap, preventing 
prosecution of Khan. 

Due to the high profile of the case, however, a 
reexamination was demanded. It was then deter- 
mined that the animals had suffered fatal bullet 
wounds and that the state veterinarian was in- 
volved in a cover-up and was subject to arrest. 

The actor Khan now faces one to seven years in 
prison, and though that's not the justice that the 
Bishnoi would most like to see meted out, they 
aren't complaining either. After all, the bottom line 
for the Bishnoi is what's best for the wild. 




■ 


Export 


by Pat Vendetti 


In the long history of the destruction of British 
Columbia's rainforest, one of the more offensive tim- 
ber industry practices is the export of raw, unproc- 
essed logs to foreign buyers, mainly Japan. While the 
government fools the public about the health of the 
forests in BC, the indus- 
try exports massive 
quantities of wood, cut- 
ting back its labour force 
and blaming it on high 
taxes and overly rigor- 
ous environmental pro- 
tection. To highlight the 
hypocrisy, activists from 
the Forest Action Net- 
work (FAN) and People's 
Action for Threatened 
Habitat (PATH) joined 
forces for a month-long 
series of protests and ac- 
tions targeting raw log 
exports in the province. 

1998 had been aquiet 
year for direct action in 
Vancouver, but that all changed on the morning of 
October 28 when activists approached the ship Oriente 
Victoria at Ballantyne Pier in Vancouver as it was 
loading raw logs bound for Japan. Two small, inflat- 
able motor boats called zodiacs and the FAN vessel 
Starlet approached a floating boom and displayed 
banners reading, "Log Exports = Job Exports," and 
"Stop Raw Log Exports," while speaking to workers. 
Although we had decided not to prevent work in any 
way, company supervisors acted aggressively, play- 
ing "chicken" with one zodiac by dropping logs over 
its bow and sides, trying to scare it away. Undaunted, 
the crew held its position alongside the logs, speak- 
ing to the longshoreman and winning support from 
them both for their courage and the truth of their 
position. After several hours on the water we re- 
turned to our base, promising to return soon. 

Our return came less than 48 hours later as the ship 
prepared for its departure. In the previous two days 
we had decided to escalate our activities and attempt 
to stop the logs from leaving the port. As FAN 
activists approached the vessel, Barney Kern of PATH 
scaled the bow line of the Victoria and hung himself 
and his banner between the shore and the ship, 
effectively stopping it from leaving. Within 30 min- 
utes the ship had been immobilized and sloganized. 
Barney held the bow line throughout the day, until 
police moved in and arrested him around 5 p.m. 
Once again, support from workers was good, with tug 
boat operators giving us the thumbs up and sailors 
waving and laughing. Company officials were once 
again hostile, attempting to cut off our boats as we 
escorted the ship out of the harbour. Luckily, the 
maneuverability of our zodiacs proved too much for 
their aggressive charges, and we headed back to base 
as night fell across the water. 

Until this point, no work had been stopped, though 
our message had been presented in a variety of ways. 
Media coverage had been good, but we had still not 
prevented any logs from being loaded, and so we 
decided to take the next logical step and put our- 
selves between the logs and ships. But activists began 
to drift off and interest waned during the ensuing 
two weeks while we waited for the next ship. Finally, 
our ship came in — two actually, the Royal Forest and 
the Oriente Grace, the sister ship of our initial target. 

We hit the water on November 19 intent on stop- 
ping the loadingfor at least three hours. At 10: 15 a.m. 
we headed across Vancouver harbour at top speed 
(giving ferry passengers a pretty unique morning 
sight!). Within minutes we had arrived at the Orient 
Grace, and five activists armed with golf shoes and 
body banners jumped aboard the logs. While the 
longshoremen were on their break we occupied the 
logs, taking up positions directly under the cranes 
and assessing where they would attempt to load first. 
No opposition was voiced by any of the workers, and 
activists allowed them to hook lines to the logs, 
climbing aboard as soon as the logs were attached. 
Tense moments followed as the ship foremen or- 


of the foremen to lift the logs, the crane operators 
threw up their hands in defeat and climbed down 
from their towers. We had succeeded in immobiliz- 
ing one ship! While two activists remained under the 
cranes, speaking to workers and sharing jokes and 
cookies, the zodiacs zoomed to ship two. 

The Royal Forest had been loading while we immo- 
bilized the Oriente Grace, and as we arrived the crane 
lifted one lot of logs into the air. With monkey-like 
agility, an activist ran across the logs and used a line 
hanging down the side of the ship to climb 50 feet 
onto the deck and into the hold! By getting under the 
logs about to be dropped into the hold, the activist 
forced the crane operator to return the logs to the 
water. Two other activists had succeeded in immobi- 
lizing the second and third cranes. In under 45 
minutes we had forced both ships to cease operating, 
discovering in the process that this was the maiden 
voyage of the Royal Forest'. Whatabaptism! Let's hope 
it's a sign of things to come. Attempts by the police 
to fool us off the logs by reading an invalid injunc- 
tion failed, and at 4:30 p.m. we were still in place! By 
law, workers cannot load raw logs after dark so they 
headed home, happy to be paid for a day of sitting 
around, talking and drinking tea provided by Starlet. 
We followed soon after, wet, cold and tired but ready 
to hit the logs the next morning. 

Friday morning turned out to be the most intense 
day yet. We had reached an agreement with the 
longshoremen that we would not show up until 8:30 
a.m. so they would be clocked in and receive at least 
half a day's pay. When we arrived at around 8:40 we 
discovered that the shipping company had sacrificed 
the loading of the Royal Forest and used the log booms 
adjacent to it to block our entrance to the slip! There 
was no way for our boats to get us near the Oriente 
Grace, and they were loading as we watched. Within 
minutes we were pulling a zodiac (less an engine) 
across the logs towards the blocked off area. As soon as 
we neared the inner harbour, a tug boat charged at us, 
and a company official jabbed a log pick at our boat, 
puncturing the zodiac's front chamber. He then at- 
tempted to tie us to the tug. Despite our entreaties that 
this was a nonviolent protest, the thug continued to 
wrestle with us and our equipment, even as his com- 
patriots walked away from the scene saying they 
wanted nothing to do with him. After a 15-minute 
struggle, six of us managed to pull the boat away from 
this lunatic and into the slip, giving us access to the 
logs. Against a strong wind, three activists paddled for 
the logs as the ship foremen waited on the booms with 
their log picks pointing directly at us. As we neared the 
booms one of the foremen stabbed at our boat but was 
prevented from doing any damage by activist Texas 
Joe, who grabbed the pole and put himself between its 
spike and the boat. As this was happening a second 
company hack stabbed our port air chamber, giving us 
no choice but to get on the logs as we now had an 
unusable boat! Two amazing things happened as we 
crawled out of our rapidly deflating zodiac onto the 


The supervisors acted aggressively, playing 'chicken' with one zodiac by dropping logs over its bow and sides. 


logs. First, motivated by the struggle, two of 
our fellow activists jumped in the water and 
swam to the booms in near-freezing water to 
join us. Second, the longshoremen walked 
off the job, leaving no one to load the wood. 
Suddenly there were five activists and two 
angry company representatives on the 
booms. Sensing their disadvantage, the reps 
retreated to the ship, leaving us alone on the 
booms, successful in our attempt to stop the 
ships from loading. Since we had no means of 
retreat we settled in and prepared to stay the day. At 
one point, a representative from the union local came 
down and expressed his support. 

We had exceeded our own expectations by over a 
day and a half of activities, won worker and union 
support, cost the company a lot of money and sent 
a clear message that our will to stop them was 
stronger than theirs to continue. All of this hap- 
pened without one arrest, preparing us for our final 
act of 1998 — a 1,000-kilometer drive north to stop 
them in Bella Coola, home of FAN and heart of the 
Great Bear Rainforest. 

During the actions we had been informed that 
the company was sending supervisors to Bella 
Coola in order to load logs. One of these same 
supervisors had been overheard declaring how 
happy he was he wouldn't have to deal with "any 
of those Vancouver protesters." On Sunday night a 
vanful of activists left Vancouver, arriving in Bella 
Coola late the next day. Within two days a Franken- 
zodiac had been constructed from spare parts lying 
around, a small engine, a skiff and other essential 
items, found and borrowed. 

The next morning we attacked. As one skiff was 
drawing the attention of the crew in a slow paddle 
towards the ship's port side, the Franken-zod pulled 
up to the ship and an activist climbed aboard the 
stern line. He was quickly lowered down by the ship 
crew, but fast action by the zodiac crew got the boat 
positioned underneath him. He climbed up again 
and was lowered again. While the captain of the 
boat was hemorrhaging in apoplectic rage, scream- 
ing at us full-lung, another activist pulled alongside 
the stern line and, after our climber was lowered for 
a third time, attached herself and the skiff to the 
line. A local motor vessel joined the fray, and two 
men wielding knives and acting very aggressively 
slashed at the banner we had attached to the line 
and attempted to cut and pry the boat off the line. 
Water cannons were brought out, and the activists 
were sprayed, but we held our ground and refused to 
budge. A tense standoff continued through the 
remainder of the day until police moved in and 
arrested us as dusk approached. Once again we had 
succeeded in interfering substantially in the raw log 
export trade. Notice has now been served to the 
irresponsible and greedy timber exporters of this 
province — activists in BC will continue standing up 
until the destruction of our world's last rainforests 
comes to an end. 

Thanks to all who participated and to Greenpeace 
for the loans! The Forest Action Network and People's 
Action for Threatened Habitat intend to keep things 
busy this year — contact us in '99 for activity info! 
Save the Great Bear Rainforest! Get a life, hug a tree! 

Forest Action Network, POB 625, Bella Coola, BC 
VOT ICO; (250) 299-5800; fax 799-5830; 
fanbc@envirolink.org; www.fanweb.org. 

People's Action for Threatened Habitat, POB 
19596, Vancouver, BC, V5T 4E7; (604) 255-4454. 
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dered the crane operators to bring the 
logs up and the lines under the logs 
tightened beneath and around us. One 
activist used this moment to climb up 
the sling lines onto the crane hook itself, 
forcing the issue even further. No one 
else moved. Despite the forceful orders 
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Stopping the Bison Slaughter 


by Dan Brister and Sue Nackoney 

Our mile-long morning ski is lit by the moon. The 
tracks of earlier patrols are hardly visible, but some- 
how our skis follow along as if they know the way 
themselves. We take a few sweeping strides and shoot 
over the ridge. As we fly through the darkness, we 
take all the speed we can from the hill and glide a 
good way across the open valley. We find the all- 
night patrol sitting around the fire watching the 
buffalo who walked out of the park as they sleep near 
the capture pen, which the DOL has baited with 
irresistibly sweet-smelling hay. Some of the buffalo 
stand up and eye us warily. Finally they lie down 
again in their snow hollows or swish snow aside with 
their huge heads to get to the grass below. 

So far this winter over 100 buffalo have left 
Yellowstone National Park in search of grasses at 
lower elevations near West Yellowstone, Montana. 
But whenever buffalo step over the invisible park 
boundary, they are chased, captured or gunned down 
by the Montana Department of Livestock (DOL). 
Based on an unsubstantiated fear that bison might 
transmit the disease brucellosis to cattle, the DOL is 
determined to annihilate the last wild herd of buffalo 
in the lower 48 states. 

Two winters ago, the DOL and the National Park 
Service killed nearly 1,100 buffalo. Now, the DOL 
is poised to repeat this slaughter; and a band of 
activists from around the world have come to 
Buffalo Nations determined to prevent it. Volun- 
teers have been working around the clock to keep 
the buffalo from meeting an untimely fate at the 
hands of the DOL. 

With a budget tripled since last year, the DOL has 
been out in force this winter, chasing buffalo back 
into the park and disrupting wildlife migration pat- 
terns. Repeatedly, buffalo have been herded for miles 
through deep snow and barbed-wire fences at a time 
of year when they need to conserve their energy. This 
is especially dangerous for pregnant females. 

The DOL's activities are also causing the harass- 
ment of other migratory wildlife in this ecosystem. In 
a massive bison hazing operation on December 8, a 
DOL snowmobiler caused a herd of over 100 elk to 
stampede. One panicked elk flipped over a fence and 
landed on its head. 

Buffalo Nations volunteers were ready on January 7 
when events took a turn for the worse. The DOL used 


hay to lure 1 1 buffalo out of the park and into the 
capture facility. Unbeknownst to DOL security, a 
Buffalo Nations volunteer snuck into the pen and 
freed a captive bull. Before the buffalo could escape 
the outermost pen, DOL security blocked the only 
open gate. The buffalo saw the truck, jumped up and 
broke through a closed gate to freedom. The volun- 
teer escaped as well. 

Later that day a volunteer attempted to block the 
capture facility's loading chute by locking down but 
was apprehended and arrested by the sheriff. 

Of the remaining captive buffalo, eight were shipped 
to a slaughterhouse the next morning. As the live- 
stock trailer approached the pen, several people tried 
to stop the truck by jumping in front of it and were 


nearly run over. The vehicle was forced to stop when 
an activist grabbed onto the trailer and locked his 
neck to the back of it with a krypto lock while it was 
going 30 miles per hour. 

On the morning of January 13, before first light, 
a Buffalo Nations activist locked herself to the top 
of a 35-foot tripod blocking the transport of an- 
other nine captive buffalo to the slaughterhouse. It 
took law enforcement half a day to remove her. 
The next day, five of the captive buffalo were 
shipped to slaughter. 

The Animal Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) has repeatedly told Montana that the state 
will not lose its cherished brucellosis-free status if 
it tolerates the presence of yearling calves and bulls 
who have a low risk of transmitting it. The disease 


can only be transmitted if cattle come in contact 
with brucellosis-contaminated birthing materials. 
Of the 13 buffalo killed so far, 11 were bulls, who 
obviously were not pregnant. The ultimate deci- 
sion to continue the slaughter rests with Governor 
Marc Racicot, who oversees the DOL, and it's up to 
us to let him know that we hold him personally 
responsible for the needless deaths of wild buffalo. 

The DOL also plans to build a new capture facil- 
ity on Horse Butte, near Hebgen Lake on the 
Gallatin National Forest. Horse Butte is prime win- 
ter range for the buffalo and contains habitat for 
bald eagles, grizzly bears, lynx, black-backed wood- 
peckers, boreal owls, trumpeter swans, wolverines, 
elk, moose, red fox, goshawk, peregrine falcon, 
large-leafed balsamroot and white paintbrush. The 
Chief Joseph wolf pack has also been spotted on 
the butte. The DOL has asked the US Department 
of Agriculture to fund the costs of installing 
and operating the buffalo trap with taxpay- 
ers footing the bill at $500,000 a year for 
the next 10 years. All of this is justified in 
order to protect a mere 170 cow-calf pairs 
that graze on three public allotments on 
Horse Butte and generate a total of $765 a 
year in grazing fees. 

The presence of Buffalo Nations volun- 
■§. teers is a constant reminder to bison man- 
| agement agencies that the slaughter must 
stop. There is no justifiable reason for buf- 
f falo to be persecuted for following their 
| natural migratory instincts. Yellowstone's 
I boundary is not an ecosystem boundary, 
and these buffalo are not Montana's buf- 
falo. Rather, they are an integral part of one 
of the continent's last intact ecosystems. 

Does locking down in subfreezing temperatures 
intrigue you? Do you want to spend your winter 
days on skis watching and defending buffalo? Do 
you wish you could eat the best food outside of 
Cove Mallard? Well wish no more. Come to 
Yellowstone and help us put an end to the DOL's 
days of harassing and killing buffalo. We provide 
food and a space in our warm cabin for all who 
volunteer. Contact us at POB 957, West 
Yellowstone, MT 59758; (406) 646-0070; fax 646- 
0071; buffalo@wildrockies.org. 

Let Governor Racicot know that the slaughter is 
unacceptable! Contact him at State Capitol Build- 
ing, Helena, MT 59620-0801; (406) 444-31 1 1. Con- 
tact the DOL's acting director Marc Bridges at POB 
202001, Helena, MT 59620-2001; (406) 444-2023. 



Buffalo Nations activists keep an eye on the roaming herds 


Leave it to the Beavers 

The following is an excerpt from actual correspondence between the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources and a property owner. 

It has come to the attention of the Department of Environmental Quality that 
there has been recent unauthorized activity on the above-referenced parcel of 
property. You have been certified as the legal landowner and/or contractor who 
did the following unauthorized activity: construction and maintenance of two 
wood-debris dams across the outlet stream of Spring Pond. 

A permit must be issued prior to the start of this type of activity. A review of 
the Department's files shows that no permits have been issued. Therefore, the 
Department has determined that this activity is in violation of Part 301, Inland 
Lakes and Streams, of the Natural Resource and Environmental Protection Act, 
Act 451 of the Public Acts of 1994, being sections 324.30101 to 324.301 13 of the 
Michigan Compiled Laws, annotated. 

The Department has been informed that one or both of the dams partially 
failed during a recent rain event, causing debris and flooding at downstream 
locations. We find that dams of this nature are inherently hazardous and 
cannot be permitted. The Department therefore orders you to cease and desist 
all unauthorized activities at this location and to restore the stream to a free- 
flow condition by removing all wood and brush forming the dams from the 
stream channel. 

Failure to comply with this request or any further unauthorized activity on 
the site may result in this case being referred for elevated enforcement action. 
We anticipate and would appreciate your full cooperation in this matter. 

Please feel free to contact me at this office if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, David L. Price, District Representative, Land and Water Manage- 
ment Division 

Dear Mr. Price: 

Your certified letter has been handed to me to respond to. I am the legal 
owner, and a couple of beavers are in the (state-unauthorized) process of 
constructing and maintaining two wood "debris" dams across the outlet stream 
of my Spring Pond. 

While I did not pay for, authorize, nor supervise their dam project, I think 
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they would be highly offended that you call their skillful use of natural building 
materials "debris." I would like to challenge your department to attempt to 
emulate their dam project any time and/or any place you choose. I believe I can 
safely state there is no way you could ever match their dam skills, their dam 
resourcefulness, their dam ingenuity, their dam persistence, their dam determi- 
nation and/or their dam work ethic. 

As to your request, I do not think the beavers are aware that they first must 
fill out a dam permit prior to the start of this type of dam activity. My first dam 
question to you is: (1) are you trying to discriminate against my Spring Pond 
beavers, or (2) do you require all beavers throughout this state to conform to 
said dam request? 

If you are not discriminating against these particular beavers, through the 
Freedom of Information Act I request completed copies of all those other 
applicable beaver dam permits that have been issued. 

Aren't the beavers entitled to legal representation? The Spring Pond beavers 
are financially destitute and are unable to pay for said representation — so the 
state will have to provide them with a dam lawyer. 

As for me, I am not going to cause more flooding or dam debris jams by 
interfering with these dam builders. If you want to hurt these dam beavers, be 
aware I am sending a copy of your dam letter and this response to People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals. 

In my humble opinion, the Spring Pond beavers have a right to build their 
unauthorized dams as long as the sky is blue, the grass is green and water flows 
downstream. They have more dam right than I do to live and enjoy Spring Pond. 
If the Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection lives up 
to its name, it should protect the natural resources (beavers) and their environ- 
ment (beavers' dams). 

In conclusion, I would like to bring to your attention a real environmental 
quality (health) problem in the area. It is the bears. Bears are actually defecating 
in our woods. I definitely believe you should be persecuting the defecating bears 
and leave the beavers alone. If you are going to investigate the beaver dam, 
watch your step! The bears are not careful where they dump! 

Being unable to comply with your dam request and unable to contact you on 
your dam answering machine, I am sending this response to your dam office via 
another government organization — the dam US Postal Service. 



Bounty Hunter 


Offered $35K 



One of the reintroduced wolves shot in the Southwest 




by Josh Laughlin 

A new twist to the sad story of the 
Mexican wolf reintroduction pro- 
gram has surfaced (see EF!J Decem- 
ber-January '99). Although not 
widely publicized, new information 
suggests that the wolf killings are 
not random acts of wildlife-hating 
loose cannons but are an organized 
campaign to sabotage the federal wolf 
recovery program. 

In early April 1998, when Patricia 
Wolff, director of New West Research 
and longtime wolf advocate, was vis- 
iting incarcerated animal rights and 
Earth First! activist Rod Coronado, he 
spoke to her about Jody "Chance" 
Cooper (or Predator's Predator as he 
calls himself), a fellow inmate who 
was offered money to kill endangered 
Mexican wolves. Stunned, Wolff 
asked Coronado to arrange a tele- 
phone interview with him so she 
could get more information. She took 
this unconfirmed information to US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
law enforcement officers but didn't 
receive any attention. 

Cooper is no stranger to firearms 
and bounties. In February 1995, he 
was convicted in Colfax County, New 
Mexico, of aggravated assault and il- 
legal possession of a firearm after "al- 
legedly shooting at someone's feet to 
make them dance." Furthermore, Ari- 
zona Game and Fish launched an 
undercover investigation into a pos- 
sible illegal mountain lion hunt by 
Cooper in March of 1996. During the 
investigation, Cooper, who didn't 
have a hunting guide license, led an 
undercover agent on a lion hunt and 
accepted payment. Wolff was in- 
formed by two federal probation of- 
ficers that Cooper had 
been killing mountain 
lions for Arizona ranch- 
ers when he was busted 
in 1996. The list of 
Cooper's criminal con- 
victions goes on. 

In late April, a few 
weeks after her visit 
with Coronado, news 
broke that a reintro- 
duced wolf had been 
shot and killed. On 
May 8, Wolff secretly 
recorded a phone in- 
terview with Cooper. 

Here are the most in- 
teresting segments of 
the tape: 

Patricia Wolff (PW): 

... I've got lots of hunter friends here 
and.. .well... here's the word out... and 
you can tell me if this is right or not. . . 
So what I've been hearing is that 
some hunters are being offered money 
to kill the released wolves... And I'm 
wondering if you have ever been... 
um... if anyone has ever made such 
an offer to you... Is this true? 

Chance Cooper (CC): Well... I'll 
give you... how is this: They offered 
me $35,000 in cash to kill 'em all. 

PW: Who made that offer? 

CC: I can't tell you. 


Wolves 

PW: Okay. 

CC: But it's got to do with the 
goddamn cattlemen for sure. 

PW: It's got to do with what? 

CC: The cattlemen... My dad... see, 
my family's been here since the 
1890s... We've been in Arizona longer 
than most people have, and the 
wolves was always here. . . It was never 
a goddamn big issue... 

PW: Well, was it a person or an 
organization that made you the offer? 
CC: A person. 

PW: A person... Uh huh... So this was 
from someone who was a cattleman? 
CC: It came from New Mexico. 

PW: What part of New Mexico? 
CC: Western New Mexico. 

PW: Western... like Catron County? 
CC: Exactly. 

PW: Okay. 

CC: Thesheriffofcoursehatesmyguts. 
PW: So what were the terms of the 
offer? You were offered $35,000... 
CC: To kill 'em all. 

PW: Yeah... 

CC: But I'm not gonna do it... I like 
the wolves... We have such an elk 
population that they starve in the 
winter... And they placed those wolves 
in a bad spot... They should have 
goddamn taken 'em down to Blue 
River Road... where the fish hatchery 
is... They should of released 'em down 
in that area. 

PW: Well do you know of anyone 
else who's been offered money? 

CC: Probably my brother has. 

PW: And he also turned 'em down? 
CC: Yeah.. .$35, 000 practically wasn't 
even gonna pay for the attorney. 

PW: Yeah, that's not very much. 
CC:Fuckno... and then that's 15years... 
PW: So you just don't want to go 
public about this because...? 


CC: That would goddamn bury me. 
Oh, god no. 

PW: How could they get you...? 
You're in prison. 

CC: I was charged... I've been 
charged... for... elk... [unintelligible]... 
and the goddamn Game and Fish has 
been after me for years... god... I hope 
you're not taping this. 

PW: No. 

CC: Because I can't... I don't want 
nothing to do with this [unintelligible] . 

PW; Okay... Well this verifies the 
rumor then... So this person who of- 


fered you the money to kill the wolf, 
er, to kill all the wolves for $35,000... 
was the person from Silver City? 

CC: No. 

PW: Somewhere in Catron...? 

CC: I think he goddamn lives around 
Glenwood. He's a goddamn rancher. 

PW: So this person was someone 
you knew? 

CC: Yeah, I've known him for a 
long time. 

PW: Well, gosh, this is very inter- 
esting. 

CC: You wanna catch somebody 
doing something. 

PW: I would like to find out who's 
making the offer... because those are 
the people... I don't want to get you 
in trouble. 

CC: ... You'd get me so goddamn 
much in trouble... the cattlemen would 
fuckin'... would be on my dad's ass, 
and my dad would be ashamed of me. 

PW: Yeah, yeah. 

CC: I mean we been here for so 
goddamn long. My dad... I never told 
him I was gonna tell... I told him that 
I was gonna say something to some- 
body, but he said just don't bring his 
goddamn name up. 

PW: Yeah, okay. 
CC: ... I'd prefer 
you not say any- 
thing because I'd 
have to deny every- 
thing. That would 
put me in such a bad 
situation... All my 
inlaws are goddamn 
ranchers... 

PW: I have to go 
| now, but I'm won- 
dering if I could 
5 come and visit you 
I sometime would 
5 youtalkmoretome? 
’ CC: I'm outta 
here in two 
months. I get out 
in July. Are you 
still gonna be in the country in July? 

PW: Yeah. 

CC: I'll be in the halfway house. 

PW: Okay. 

CC: We can go have coffee at the 
damn club. 

PW: Okay. 

CC: I wish they had a Starbucks here, 
but they don't. 

PW: Okay, well, I got to head off. 

CC: Well, ma'am, I'll tell you what. 
Right now I'm just trying to get out of 
this goddamn place. 

PW: Well thanks, thanks so much. 


At least I know the rumor is true. 

CC: New Mexico Cattlemen's As- 
sociation. 

PW: Yeah... those bastards. Okay... 

I figured... Thanks a lot. 

CC: Yes, ma'am. 

Wolff told US Fish and Wildlife 
Service investigators about her re- 
corded interview with bounty hunter 
Cooper in May, but it fell upon deaf 
ears. It wasn't until a string of three 
more wolf shootings between Au- 
gust 7 and November 7 that an agent 
finally listened to the tape. Accord- 
ing to Wolff, a grand jury has re- 
cently been convened to investigate 
the wolf killings, but the US 
Attorney's office in Albuquerque told 
her it would not confirm nor deny 
the existence of such a grand jury. 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service is 
currently in the midst of four "open 
investigations" concerning wolf 
shootings over the past few months. 
It has declined to comment on the 
ongoing investigations. 

By late November, the federal rein- 
troduction had been successfully sabo- 
taged. The last two survivors in the 
wild, both males, were recaptured and 
put back into pens. Determined to con- 
tinue, the agency released two pairs of 
wolves from acclimation pens on De- 
cember 11. According to the USFWS, 
an adult male and two-year-old female 
have remained together, ranging up to 
15 miles from their release pen. The 
other pair, released from a different 
pen, split up after three days. The 
male members of these two pairs were 
the survivors of the original 11 re- 
leased in March. 

Only time will tell the fate of this 
testy reintroduction program. The 
USFWS seems positive about' the steps 
it is taking. "We are much more confi- 
dent now in these wolves' ability to 
survive and thrive in the wild," said 
David Parsons, Mexican wolf recovery 
leader for the USFWS. "Now we need 
to place more emphasis on increasing 
human tolerance of wolves and elimi- 
nating illegal killing, which is the main 
factor preventing the return of the 
lobo to the Southwest." But in order 
for this success to come, the USFWS 
must not just release wolf after wolf 
back into the wild, it must get to the 
bottom of the Cooper tape and pros- 
ecute the forces behind the sniping. 

The tape recording Wolff made of 
her conversation with Cooper can be 
heard as an audiofile on the website of 
Forest Guardians (www.fguardians.org). 
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BLocUacJers NaPaLm Ed \n AustraUa 


by Jill Redwood 

The southeastern corner of the "land down un- 
der" supports one of the largest tracts of temperate 
forest remaining on mainland Australia. Most of the 
rest of the continent has been mined, grazed, burnt, 
logged and generally degraded. There's diddly squat 
that remains intact that's as ancient as the earth it 
grows in. 

One of these lush forests is known by its aboriginal 
name, Goolengook. It covers over 20,000 acres. Until 
the state "conservation" department sent in the log- 
gers on World Environ- 
ment Day in June 1997, 

Goolengook's powerful 
owls and tiger quolls 
(the largest mainland 
carnivorous marsupial) 
had never heard a 
chainsaw or bulldozer. 

The Goolengook 
blockade is the long- 
est-running continu- 
ous forest blockade in 
Australia's history. 

Over 200 arrests have 
been made during the 
past 24 months. Block- 
aders have used tree 
sits, tripods and "hot 
rocks" (a fire in the 
middle of the road that 
is difficult to move 


Another dozer lockdown during Australia's longest-running forest blockade 


once its put out). Cables anchored under dozers and 
log loaders have been used to suspend tree sits. 
Blockaders have locked onto the top and underside 
of bridges, locked down to cement-filled bathtubs 
in the road, locked arms through a bulldozer's 
tracks, set up cantilevers, locked onto log loaders 
and cranes used to pluck tree sitters from their 
platforms, and constructed a giant 25-meter mono- 
pole on the Goolengook bridge. 

Along with the gung-ho blockaders, Green Party 
Senator Bob Brown has been arrested at Goolengook. 
His ensuing court battle proved that the govern- 
ment has illegally logged in protected Heritage 
River zones for the past six years. Totally unembar- 
rassed, the government simply changed the legisla- 
tion to make this destruction legal! 

All of this has cost the government more than it 
received in royalties for the wood. Of the total 
volume of logs cut, 85 percent was woodchip grade 
(old-growth forests are regarded as producing crap 
timber and woodchips, but the site can be "refor- 
ested" with commercially desirable species planted 
three-meters apart — a la plantation). 

Over this time, blockaders have been chased by 
a logger revving his chainsaw, had petrol thrown 
in their faces, been dropped off cantilevers, and 
dragged and dropped off the top of tripods. They've 
been ambushed and assaulted by loggers on lonely 
roads, been assaulted by police while being pro- 
cessed, had trees felled near them and had a logger 
throw his shit at them. A crowd of people was 
rammed by a government grader driver. There's 
been a constant campaign of false accusations of 
sabotage by the Conservation Department. Activ- 
ists have been punched out by loggers, had bullets 
fired through the windows of a safe house in the 
nearby town and so on. 

All of this culminated in the attempted burning of 
blockaders in spring 1998. As part of its logging 
operations, the Department of Natural Resources 
and Environment (NRE) puts an intensely hot 
bum through a logged area, destroying all logging 
debris and surviving vegetation to prepare the site 
for planting preferred tree species. 

When the police and government foresters or- 
ganized the burning of the Goolengook logging 
coupes (timber sale) in September, they knew 
protesters were still inside the area. When the 
burning began, five people were unaccounted for. 
Fire bombs fell just meters away from people who 
were in the thick of the burns and disoriented by 
the smoke. 


About 
five years 
ago, an em- 
ployee of 

the department was burned to death in one of 
these burns. Since then, NRE has used helicopters 
for the higher-elevation forest burns to ensure the 
safety of workers. A helicopter circles the coupe 
dropping incendiary devices so fire completely 
surrounds the area and burns in on itself. The 
napalm released from a chute under the chopper is 
a mixture of aluminum sterate, petrol and metha- 
nol. It is dropped in burning blobs of gel that are 
intended to keep burning even in water. It sticks to 
anything it lands on. 

Protesters were camped in the area to prepare 
for the start of the logging season. NRE officers 
warned two or three of the protesters that they 
would be burning the coupe and to stay clear. 
Even the protesters were unsure how many others 
were in the area and where they were. Later we 
found out that when the fires began, approxi- 
mately eight people were there. Four were at the 
far end of the coupe maintaining a 30-meter-high 
tree sit. Another 10 or 1 1 were camped on the road 
leading into the three coupes. Worried about the 
others at the tree sit, three people began to walk 
in to alert them. 

While in the middle of the logged coupes an NRE 
officer drove past and told them they were trespass- 
ing and to get out. He didn't mention anything 
about beginning the burn. Clearly, when the police 
did tell protesters to leave, their warning system was 
less than effective. One woman was told not to go 
down the road, but the NRE officer would not say 
why until pressured. 

At the tree sit, the police and NRE confiscated all 
of the campers' gear, including their first aid kit! 
They were told the chopper would be dropping 
fire in 15 minutes. One woman stayed up the tree 
while the other three walked out in different 
directions to make sure others weren't in the area. 
But before they got far, the helicopter was drop- 
ping napalm, and the dry logging debris was 
burning intensely. 

Fee, a German visitor, was on a tree platform 
about 30-meters high when the napalm began drop- 
ping from the chopper. She was overcome by smoke 
and became sick and unable to climb down. She was 
alone and feared for her life. 

Colby, a student from Canberra, was on the 
edge of the coupe and panicked when the nearby 
bush began burning intensely. He was soon lost in 
the smoke. 

The three who were on their way to alert the tree- 
sit camp were caught in the fire and had to quickly 


Locking to a crane stops the cops from removing tree sitters. 

make their way down to the river buffer. From 
there they made it to the bridge and found another 
woman crying, vomiting and very traumatized. 
She had staggered through the logging debris and 
buffer zones in choking smoke to reach the bridge. 

When Colby had still not returned that night the 
alarm was raised. The department didn't take this 
report seriously, telling media inquiries it was a 
hoax. When Search and Rescue arrived, they sat 
down and had a cup of tea. 

During and after this fire, calls to the NRE were 
fruitless. Its policy was to say nothing except that the 
matter was in the hands of the police. Its agents 
would not answer any questions. After requesting 
police help, one officer responded with, "What do 
you expect us to do about it? We're not super human! 
We're not going into a burning coupe!" The senior 
sergeant in charge stated that they had done a proper 
search and found no one. He refused to release 
information as to the nature of the search. We believe 
the NRE did not send anyone out to help. 

When Colby was eventually found at noon the 
next day by two friends (who were caught in the fire 
themselves the day before), he was very traumatized 
and weak. Later, the police charged him with being 
inside a forest operation zone without a permit. 

Days after this event some people caught in the 
fire were suffering from post traumatic stress disor- 
der. One woman who tried to write her statement 
three days later could not due to her shaking hands. 
For weeks afterwards, people were still nauseous and 
coughing up phlegm from smoke inhalation. 

The department has received a formal complaint 
and is supposedly investigating. The police are re- 
fusing to return calls on this matter. There has also 
been a meeting with barristers to get the ball rolling 
on the legal front. We are insisting that the cops 
charge the government foresters or the Department 
of Natural Resources and Environment for this act, 
which will at least give them lots of paperwork. But 
it will be extremely difficult to get the police to 
prosecute as they were involved. Private prosecu- 
tions are notorious for failing and can drag on for 
years, costing the prosecuting party heaps. 

The government also brought in a sneaky regula- 
tion that makes it illegal for anyone to be in a forest 
operation zone without a permit. The fine for 
violations is $2,000, on top of the $1,600 fines 
people have been getting for obstructing roads and 
logging operations. But so far, it's not stopped 
people from protesting. 

More logging is planned in Goolengook for this 
summer season. To get involved or for more infor- 
mation contact the campaign through Private Bag 
3, Orbost VIC 3888; (03) 5154-0156 or (03) 5154- 
0145; crdeg@bigpond.com . 
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STARVING FOR CHANGE 

Barry Horne Survives 68 Day Hunger Strike 


by Kris Maenz 

Hunger, deep and all consuming, 
eating your mind slowly but surely. In 
the first days your stomach growls, 
but after a while your belly shrinks so 
much you no longer notice the 
emlptiness. Somewhere around the 
fifth day your body starts to eat itself. 
First it consumes your fat, then 
muscles, next your soft internal or- 
gans, then your brain, and then you 
die. Yet historically, hunger strikes 
have been an enduring form of non- 
violent direct action. 

On October 6, 1998, Barry Horne, a 
jailed animal rights activist in England, 
began his third hunger strike from 
inside his cell at Full Sutton Prison in 
York. His simple demand was that the 
British government establish a Royal 
Commission (a government review 
panel) to examine animal testing, a 
promise made by Prime Minister Tony 
Blair in pre-election campaigns. 

The media and the government 
screamed blackmail, accusing Barry of 
using unfair threats. He began his first 
hunger strike while waiting to be sen- 
tenced for a fire-bombing campaign 
against animal exploiters. He later re- 
ceived an 18-year jail sentence. His 
first fast lasted 35 days, ending after a 
meeting with government officials. 
His second went for 45 days, until he 
was promised a reform of the advisory 
Animal Protection Committee. This 
time, however, the government was 
adamant. It would not budge. 

In the beginning the hunger strike 
went well. Support for Barry was ev- 
erywhere. Numerous actions and dem- 
onstrations were organized for the 
46-year-old former garbage man jailed 
for his love of animals. Fur farms were 
destroyed, farm animals released and 
laboratories burned in support of 
Horne's hunger strike. The British gov- 
ernment seemed to be listening. On 
the 38th day of the hunger strike the 
Labour government announced 
Britain's voluntary cessation of cos- 
metic testing. But it was later discov- 
ered that this move had been planned 
long before Barry's fast began. On No- 
vember 1 9, the 44th day of the hunger 
strike, a meeting between the govern- 
ment and animal rights activists was 
convened to discuss deals to end the 
strike. No satisfactory offers were made. 

For the next 16 days Barry waited, 
as the hunger ate his body, hoping 
for an end to all animal testing. Mes- 
sages trickled in from different gov- 
ernment officials, some clearly 
concerned, others masked in elusive 
threats or promises. The police and 
British ruling class became more wor- 
ried as Horne slid closer to death. 
Some activists threatened a murder- 
ous, destructive rampage if Barry died. 
A hit list of 10 researchers who test on 
animals, out of some 150,000 in En- 
gland, was issued by underground 
animal rights groups. 

On December 5, day 60, the govern- 
ment again offered to talk about a 
solution. From his hospital bed, Horne, 
blind in one eye and barely able to 
hear, announced he was unwilling to 
give in to this attempt to break his 
strike. Press releases were sent out tell- 
ing of Barry's upcoming death. Good- 
byes were said, and Horne was read his 
last rites. A note smuggled out of the 


hospital stated his thoughts: "Words 
are cheap. Only actions really count. 
This is not for me, it is for every animal 
in every torture lab. We are creating a 
turning point, a moment in history 
that will be remembered. Never doubt 


this. We will see an end to evil." 

Four days later the head of the Asso- 
ciated Parliamentary Group for Ani- 
mal Welfare, Ian Cawsey, issued a 
press release discussing a meeting in 
January to work on animal experi- 
mentation. It was not the solution 
Barry was looking for but was clearly 


a step in the right direction. Starva- 
tion was taking its toll; Horne was 
unable to understand why he was 
hunger striking and began to suffer 
major hallucinations. After a brief 
visit from friends who tried to ex- 
plain the situation to him, 
Horne was moved out of the 
hospital and back to prison. 

On the 68th day, December 
13, lethargic and obviously 
critically ill, Barry Horne com- 
pletely forgot why he was 
striking. The emptiness in his 
stomach ate enough of his 
brain that cognitive thought 
ceased, and Barry Horne 
ended his fast. Just like you 
can't hold your breath until 
you die, Barry’s instinct took 
over and saved his life. 

Now Barry must survive the 
pain of healing. Doctors do 
not know if he will ever fully 
recover but suspect most of 
the damage to his body will 
eventually heal. Returning 
from the dead after having 
said all your good-byes is not 
an easy position. To die for 
the suffering and oppression 
of animals would be so val- 
iant, but evidently it was not 
Barry Horne's time. He will continue 
to influence activists with his 
strength. Keep fighting. 

Send letters of support to Barry 
Horne, VC2141, HMP Full Sutton, 
Moor Lane, York, Yorks Y04 IPS, En- 
gland; http://www.animal-liberation/ 
barry/index.html. 


From death Row. . . 

Abu-JamaPs Execution Date Looms 

On October 30, Mumia Abu-Jamal was denied a final appeal by the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court. A motion to rehear the ruling was swiftly 
denied. Mumia's attorney Leonard Weinglass has explained that the worst 
case scenario is that Mumia would be executed in May. International 
Concerned Friends of Mumia have called for a "Millions for Mumia" mass 
rally on March 24. 

Protest has erupted in all parts of the globe denouncing Mumia's 
imminent execution. From Ireland to England, Africa to Germany, demon- 
strations have been loud and clear. Back home in North America, people in 
city after city have protested the death warrant. On December 5, over 150 
citizens gathered in Montreal to protest at the US Consulate. They called for 
the freedom of Abu-Jamal as well as all other political prisoners. It ended 
with a ceremonial burning of the red, white and blue. 

The state of Michigan was witness to numerous demonstrations. At a 
Lansing demo, peak attendance numbered around a hundred. Citizens 
called for freedom of Abu-Jamal as well as AIM activist Leonard Peltier. The 
American Indian Movement, the Michigan Mumia Support Coalition and 
the International Workers of the World were represented. 

Many have been mobilizing for what is to come if the death warrant is 
signed. International Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia has an- 
nounced that there will be demonstrations in Philadelphia and other major 
cities when Governor Ridge signs the death warrant. The Saturday after 
that, there will be more protests. They are asking that if the warrant is 
signed on a weekday, demonstrators go to Philadelphia that Saturday. If the 
warrant is signed on a Friday, then go to Philadelphia the following 
Saturday. Converge on the State Office Building at Broad and Spring 
Garden Streets. 

Mumia Abu-J amal is a former Black Panther who was framed on a murder 
charge in 1981. In 1995, when US authorities last tried to kill Abu-Jamal, 
international protests won him a stay of execution. You are urged to take 
action. Contact Governor Tom Ridge, 225 Capitol Building, Harrisburg, PA 
17120; (717) 787-2500; fax 772-1198; US Attorney General Janet Reno, 
(202) 514-2000; fax 514-4371; District Attorney Lynn Abraham, 1421 Arch 
St., Philadelphia, PA 19101; (215) 686-8700; fax 686-8024. For updates or 
to help with the March 24, Millions for Mumia rally, contact International 
Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal, POB 19709, Philadel- 
phia, PA 19143; (215) 476-8812; fax 476-7551; mumia@aol.com; 
www.mumia.org. 



Barry Home 
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Animal Liberation Activists 
Pound Mink Farmers 

Nearly 100 animal liberation activ- 
ists came to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
January 9 for the International Mink 
Show, an annual gathering of mink 
farmers. The fur farmers were in town 
to discuss fur farms, disease outbreaks 
arid the bleak future of the industry. 
Liberationists were in town to make a 
statement — if you want to slaughter 
mink for mere vanity, you will have 
to deal with powerful opposition. 

The night before the action agroup 
of activists decided to grab some 
drinks in a bar where fur farmers were 
expected to be. It didn't take long for 
the two groups to identify each other. 
One liberationist was heard asking 
the fur farmers, "Who is watching 
your farm tonight?" 

Nearly a hundred protesters arrived 
for the action, many from places as far 
asTexas, Georgia and Washington DC. 
As one group picketed on the sidewalk 
in front of the conference center, an- 
other group found its way inside. Fur 
farmers watched in panic as a group of 
12 masked activists ran towards the 
room they were in. Security managed 
to get the door shut and locked just as 
the liberationists crashed into it. The 
activists pounded on the doors and 
windows, disrupting the proceedings. 

Milwaukee cops removed the pro- 
testers from the building, but as they 
were ejected, they were met by 30 
reinforcements who wanted to go 
back inside. This led to confronta- 
tions with the police. Several protest- 
ers were thrown around, but no ar- 
rests were made. 

Anti-fur forces deemed the action a 
major victory. The media reported 
the story well, with the message be- 
ing on target, and the protesters man- 
aged to make a strong statement to 
those who would gas or break the 
necks of mink for nothing but hu- 
man vanity and profit. 

, a; • 

Gardeners Decontaminate 
Genetic Corn Crop 

A group of conservative gardeners 
calling itself the California Croppers 
held a tackle football match early 
Thanksgiving morning at the Gill 
Tract gardens near Berkeley, Califor- 
nia, and in the process destroyed a 
crop of genetically engineered corn. 

The Croppers took the opportunity 
to welcome Novartis, the biotechnol- 
ogy giant that just signed a multimil- 
lion dollar research deal with Univer- 
sity of California — Berkeley, which 
owns and operates the land. 

"As an informal welcome-wagon 
gesture, the Croppers would like to 
make it clear to Novartis that we will 
take similar actions against any future 
biotech experiments. Don't let our 
unseriousness make you think this 
isn't serious: The security of the world's 
food supply is at stake. Giant corpora- 
tions have set mad scientists loose 
upon the world, and as responsible 
citizens and farmers, we haveno choice 
but to stop them, " said Captain Swing 
of the California Croppers. 

The match was also meant as a 
Thanksgiving gift to Americans, 
whose feasts were estimated to be 
composed of 60-70 percent geneti- 
cally engineered food prod’ 

The rather pleasant and 
activity of decontamiria- 
mutant crops is widespread 

India. This is believed 

it such anti-geneti< 
since a crop of Fro: 

was pulled up in 

■ 

, in the Bay Area. 

I- 
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by Wreckin' Ball 

The familiar smell of coffee brewing filled the air of 
an abandoned building in Tacoma, Washington, on 
December 7. Members of the Industrial Workers of the 
World (IWW or Wobblies) and Olympia EFlers were 


Enclosed in darkness, with high winds and heavy 
rain, several EFlers eased their way through the Port 
of Tacoma and swiftly ascended the only crane and 
conveyor belt that could be used by the scabs to 
unload the Sea Diamond, a 650-ton ore ship returning 
from Australia. One port security officer pulled his 

gun on two support 
people on the crane, but 
Sid and Nancy refused to 
descend until "properly 
trained" cops arrived. 
They were both arrested. 
Others activists locked 
^ down in front of the rope 
| anchor points to help pro- 
^ tect the climbers. 

3o 

3 As daylight exposed it- 
's self a picket line orga- 



dispersed in small working groups gearing up for a 
special predawn action to support the steelworkers 
striking at Kaiser Aluminum. Kaiser Aluminum and 
Pacific Lumber (PL), the company cutting the Head- 
waters redwood groves, are both controlled by 
Maxxam. We all knew the morning's joint action 
would bewilder a number of people and, with any 
luck, give Charles Hurwitz (Maxxam 's chief executive 
officer) well-earned ulcers to match his poor mental 
health. Well, merry Christmas and a happy New Year 
Charles: the United Steelworkers of America (USWA), 
the IWW and forest activists have united to stop the 
destructive forces of Maxxam. 

The December 7 action applied some long overdue 
pressure on both Hurwitz and Kaiser Aluminum by 
supporting the USWA, which has been on strike 
since September 1998. Kaiser's unwillingness to work 
with the union has been clearly demonstrated. Al- 
though '97 was a record-breaking year for the com- 
pany in both production and profits, grossing $168 
million, it decided to eliminate over 400 jobs in five 
plants, cut pension funds and take medical care away 
from retired workers. Kaiser has been hiring scabs 
(temporary, non-union labor) from Pacific Lumber, 
which laid off 180 workers itself when it lost its 1998 
timber operator's license due to criminal logging 
operations. As of December, Kaiser had already spent 
$8 million to break the strike. 


Not quite as fiin... 45' banner, SO mph winds — Whoa, Nelly! 


nized by the union with the help of the IWW 
grew, and everyone waited for the boat. A union 
member at Brown's Point sighted the ship and 
notified us that it would be docking in 45 min- 
utes. In response to the news, a flotilla of boats led 
by the Wobblies went to greet the Sea Diamond, 
informing the captain that the ship would not be 
allowed to enter the port. 

Simultaneously, the activists on the crane's con- 
veyor belt descended and unfurled a 45-foot banner 
from 150-feet up that read, "Hurwitz Cuts Jobs Like 
He Cuts Trees." Cheers went up from the crowd 
below as the climbers and banner slowly descended 
from the catwalk of the crane. But howling wind 
made a sail out of the banner, and the two climbers 
were tossed around like a salad. They looked like rag 
dolls. Safety tip #1: Never deploy a 45-foot banner in 
50-mile-per-hour winds! 

Silence fell on the port as activists, strikers, media 
folks and cops all looked up, wondering if the climb- 
ers were seriously hurt. One cop was quoted in a news 


interview saying he had never seen dedication like 
this before. One climber was able to pop the quick 
release on his harness, but the other climber had to 
get scissors out of his pocket and cut the line that held 
him to the billowing banner. Safety tip #2: Always 
have a small knife or scissors on a climb. Our climbers 
ascended back to the floor of the conveyor belt for 
safety, avoiding the fire department's dangerous 
attempts to grab them from the fire ladder. 

The wind carried on persistently, making it im- 
possible for the climbers on the crane to deploy 
their banner. The cops agreed to cite and release 
them if they came down. Five people were issued 
citations and one escaped, while the supporters 
were free to go. 

While this was going on, the ship's captain de- 
cided it was unsafe to bring the ship any closer to the 
port and ordered the anchor dropped. The an- 
chored ship meant business as usual was dis- 
rupted, and unloading could not begin until the 
next morning at the earliest, thus costing Kaiser 
$33,000. 1 could feel Judi Bari smiling in delight 
with the day's events. 

It seems the union has more friends than it knew 
about, for the boat sat for many more days due to 
unexpected sabotage. The unions are calling the 
saboteurs "The Men in Black" and are very grateful 
for their work. In the process of unloading the ship 
the day after the action, workers discovered that a 
four-foot- wide conveyor belt used to transport the 
ore had been cut most of the way through. While 
attempting to repair the belt, a 13-foot gash ap- 
peared so that it had to be completely replaced, 
costing Kaiser much more time and money. Addi- 
tionally, the wiring loom and hydraulic lines were 
sabotaged. It is clear that whoever did the latter 
damage to Kaiser's equipment knew exactly where the 
ship's weak points were, making it unlikely anyone 
with the USWA, Earth First! or the IWW was involved. 
With these combined actions the boat ended up in 
port for 24 days instead of the seven it normally takes 
to unload. Again, this cost Kaiser $33,000 a day. 

Olympia Earth First!, the IWW and the USWA have 
chosen to unite against a common villain, Charles 
Hurwitz, and his greedy corporation, Maxxam. The 
media described our new coalition as an unexpected 
and "odd alliance." But when you have one rich fuck 
such as Charles Hurwitz exploiting both his workers 
and the land, it's a natural coalition. Actions will 
continue until the workers' demands are met by 
Kaiser and PL gets out of Headwaters forest. 

For more information on the strike contact Olym- 
pia EF! at POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508; (541) 
485-7333. For more information on Headwaters, 
contact Northcoast EF! at POB 28, Areata, CA 
95518; (707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com. 


Wolves & Poodles 


A keen-eyed wolf to the Southwest Center for Biological Diversity for 
catching the Pinochio-nosed US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) in a lie. 
The USFWS sent out a press release announcing that the first habitat 
conservation plan (HCP) allowing the "take" of cactus ferruginous 
N pygmy owls had been issued but that the plan would only allow 
^ temporary harassment, not the death of any endangered owls. The 
Southwest Center, however, discovered that the HCP does authorize 
the killing of a pygmy owl. The USFWS retracted its 
press release the following day but had no 
coherent explanation as to why it misled 
the press or hid the authorization away in 
fine print. 

A muckraking wolf to Seattle Times 
reporters Deborah Nelson, Jim Simon, 
Eric Nalder and Danny Westneat for their 
award-winning coverage of federal land 
trades. The journalists bagged the fifth 
annual Oakes Award for "distinguished 
environmental journalism" after publish- 
F ing the six-part series entitled, "Trading 
“■ Away the West, " exposing the Forest Service 

and BLM's role in trading away pristine pub- 
lic lands for oftentimes cut-up, industry-abused 
stump lands (see article page 14). To comple- 
ment their prized expose, they tucked away $5,000. 
Page 10 Earth First! Brigid 1999 



A poodle singing the blues to Shania Twain for striking the wrong chord 
with New York environmental officials. This country girl's wetlands boo-boo 
lightened up her wallet to the tune of $25,000. She agreed to pay the fine and 
restore wetlands damaged in the construction of a recording complex on her 
3,000-acre estate in the Adirondacks. 

A conniving and fibbing poodle to lumberjack Robbie Freres, a notorious 
Willamette National Forest pillager, for claiming he "donated" a 31-foot noble 
fir to the Oregon Capitol for the state Christmas tree. After he was quoted in 
the paper saying he cut it on nearby public lands, local muckrakers tried to find 
the state stump. But the Forest Service couldn't tell them where it was because 
Freres never filled out a tree-removal permit. He also had no license to operate 
on public lands at the time. Oops, Santa knows if you've been naughty, nice 
or stealing Christmas trees from public lands. Reportedly, the big guy left coal 
under the tree for both Robbie and the Forest Service this merry year. 

A poodle dyed green to the Pew Center for allowing Weyerhaeuser Company 
to sign on to its campaign to combat climate change. A questionable funder of 
enviros fighting the multinational, Pew's newest Environmental Leader- 
ship Council member will fit right in with other Fortune 
500 companies, including auto manufacturers, energy 
and appliance companies and technology interests. 

A double-helixed poodle to the authorities who 
arrested protesters yanking up genetically engineered 
maize in Devon, England. After charging two 
women with "conspiracy to cause criminal dam- S* j j ) 

age, " ten other people arrested in the action had Vs ‘J 

DNA samples taken from them and are still 
awaiting forensic results that will determine 
whether or not they will also be charged. 




No Charges in Gypsy’s Death HCP Fight Goes On 


by Strong Wood 

No charges will be filed in the death of Earth Firstier David "Gypsy" Chain, 
the Humboldt County district attorney (DA) announced December 17. DA 
Terry Farmer told reporters that a three-month investigation led him to 
conclude that Pacific Lumber logger Arlington E. Ammons did not know 
activists were still nearby when he cut the redwood that struck and killed Chain 
on September 17, 1998. Farmer also said he considered manslaughter charges 
against the seven other Earth First! activists who were with Chain when he died 
but concluded it was unlikely a jury would convict them. 

"This proves what we've 
been saying all along, that 
the sheriff is incapable of con- 
ducting an unbiased investi- 
gation," said longtime EF!er 
Josh Brown. "They have com- 
pletely sided with Pacific 
Lumber and the logger. It just 
shows that getting justice is 
next to impossible in 
Humboldt County if you're 
an Earth Firstier. The video 
and eyewitness statements 
prove that A. E. Ammons 
knew what he was doing. He 
threatened to drop a tree in 
their direction and then did 
so. That's murder." 

Farmer acknowledged the 
accusations of bias in the 
investigation and said he was 
willing all along to allow the 
state attorney general or the 
US attorney to take it over 
and had offered full coop- 
eration if they did. But he 
said no other agency had in- 
dicated any desire to assume his responsibility. "I was hired to do this job," 
said Farmer, "The only way I can pass it off to someone else is if I feel I'm 
biased; I do not." As evidence that he is not biased in favor of big timber, 
Farmer pointed out that his office has brought charges against timber 
companies for logging violations. 

But Brown said the DA's decision not to charge Ammons, "once again 
sends out the message that it's okay to hurt, brutalize and kill Earth Firstlers 
and get away with it." He listed previous examples including the sheriff's use 
of pepper spray on nonviolent protesters, allegations of deputies roughing 
up and hurting demonstrators, and loggers cutting trees with people in them 
and beating up people on the ground, "all at the behest of the company." 

The DA released a 12-page report listing about 40 sources of evidence and 
information, including activists and Pacific Lumber employees who were in 
the woods when Chain was killed, emergency personnel who responded, the 
hired logging consultant, the California Department of Forestry inspector, EF! 
video of the incident, a site visit by a deputy DA and even excerpts from KMUD 
radio interviews with the EF! witnesses. Farmer said all of that information 
would be available if a lawsuit was filed. David Chain's mother, Cindy 
Allsbrooks, and her attorney, Steve Schectman, have previously indicated 
they would probably file a wrongful death suit when the time was right. 

A day after Farmer's ruling the death of David Chain an accident, Mrs. 
Allsbrooks called the findings "truly biased." She issued a written statement 
that said in part, "I am more determined than ever to continue in the direction 
of the truth. It is my belief that the truth is still yet to come." 

To get involved or make donations to the David Chain legal fund, contact 
Northcoast Earth First! at POB 28, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 825-6598. 


by Hugh Morose 

Like a villain in a low-grade horror film, the Headwaters deal simply 
refuses to die. Its longevity is no surprise given the array of business and 
political heavyweights that gather around to resuscitate it whenever the 
going gets tough. 

Just before the end of the year, a three- week high-level negotiating session, 
hosted once again by California Senator Dianne Feinstein, produced an- 
other Headwaters announcement on New Year's Eve. The newspapers 
dutifully reported that something had happened but what, exactly, re- 
mained unclear. 

The announcement was indeed confus- 
ing. Department of Interior officials, ac- 
companied by Feinstein, said that they 
were going to go ahead with writing a 
final Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) 
for Pacific Lumber Company, even though 
the company has not yet agreed to many 
of the provisions of the plan. State and 
federal agencies had recommended 
changes following the receipt of tremen- 
dous amounts of public comment on the 
plan and the rest of the Headwaters deal, 
but Pacific Lumber balked at incorporat- 
| ing many of the changes. A congressional 
^ deadline for expenditure of the federal 
| funding associated with the deal looms 
| on March 1, 1999, and federal officials 
| apparently had little choice but to pro- 
| ceed with writing the final documents. 

| This is confusing because an HCP, under 
= the Endangered Species Act, is basically the 
I centerpiece of an application for a permit 
f to legally kill endangered species and de- 
stroy otherwise protected habitat. HCPs 
were designed to be written by private 
landowners and other entities, then pre- 
sented to federal wildlife agencies for approval or denial. 

In this case, the HCP written by Pacific Lumber was clearly unacceptable. 
The tremendous volume and scientific credibility of public comment demon- 
strated that fact beyond any doubt. However, because of immense political 
pressure to complete the proposed Headwaters purchase, federal officials 
refused to deny the plan even as Pacific Lumber refused to change it. Instead, 
they chose to take matters into their own hands by writing a plan they felt 
could be approved. 

This decision created the unprecedented, absurd and legally questionable 
spectacle of a permitting agency writing an application for a permit applicant, 
then waiting for the applicant to make up its mind about whether to accept the 
permit conditions. By any account, this is entirely backwards. 

Details of the HCP now being written are sketchy. According to Department 
of Interior officials, the plan does make a few improvements based primarily 
on the California Legislature's conditions for spending state money on the 
Headwaters transaction. These generally account for larger buffer zones along 
streams where logging is prohibited pending a site-specific "watershed analy- 
sis" process, to be conducted over the next three years. 

Some further changes based on public comment, including 30-foot buffer 
zones along small, seasonal streams, will reportedly be incorporated into the 
plan. On balance, however, much of the public outcry over the Headwaters 
deal and a good portion of the sound scientific analysis of the HCP were 
simply ignored. Under this deal, thousands of acres of virgin and residual 
ancient forest will still be liquidated just as quickly as Maxxam can cut. 
Given this reality, the ecological price of the Headwaters deal is still far, far 
too high. 



Gypsy at the Liberty tree sit, 1997 
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A federal magistrate ordered the 
FBI to provide further evidence to 
lawyers in the Judi Bari/Darryl 
Cherney civil rights case on De- 
cember 16, despite pending ap- 
peals by codefendant Oakland 
Police Department. 

Using the delay tactic seen repeat- 
edly in this case, the city attorney 
has appealed a district court deci- 
sion denying the Oakland police 
officers "qualified immunity" for 
their conduct during the 1990 car 
bombing investigation of the two 


Earth First! activists. The appeal, now 
pending before the 9th Circuit Court, 
has already delayed the setting of a 
trial date for almost a year, and the 
FBI's refusal to cooperate until the 
appeal is resolved has compounded 
the effects of that delay. 

Giving a verbal preview of his deci- 
sion, Judge James Larson said the FBI 
must respond to written interrogato- 
ries and that a number of depositions 
will be allowed, although with clear 
restrictions to protect Oakland's in- 
terest. The court made dear that it 


■J j^4hfr Sufi CUSt 


appeal itself. At this moment we 
are awaiting final word on a date 
for oral arguments. We'll be back 
in court maybe as soon as the sec- 
ond week of February. The case is 
moving ahead again on all fronts, 
and the day of reckoning for the 
FBI and Oakland Police is within 
reach. Justice for Judi Bari and 
Darryl Cherney! 

For more information on the civil 
rights lawsuit or the 1 990 car bomb- 
ing, contact Redwood Summer Jus- 
tice Project, POB 14720, Santa Rosa, 
CA 95402; (707) 887-0262; 
bari@monitor.net. 

— Redwood Summer Justice Project 


isn't going along with the FBI's at- 
tempt to bring everything to a halt 
until the appeal is settled — a clear vic- 
tory for the Earth First! legal team. 

Larson also considered a request to 
question William Sessions, FBI director 
at the time of the bombing, about his 
direct communication with represen- 
tatives of Maxxam's chief executive 
officer Charles Hurwitz. Documents in 
die case refer to a conversation be- 
tween Sessions and Hurwitz about Earth 
First! 's "militancy." Judge Larson said 
he was not inclined to allow the depo- 
sition at this time, but it remains an 
open issue. 

We also received good news on the 
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The Future of Mine Reclamation towNq Costs 


CoivipANy CaIIs Toxic DuMpiNq RESTORiNq a UranIum Mill 


by Estar Holmes, Dawn Watch 

Dawn, one of the most glorious phenomena in 
creation, was appropriated in the '50s to name a 
uranium mining operation extracting ore for nuclear 
bombs and power from the heart of the Spokane 


Newmont has tried to keep the issue local, but 
the Dawn dump would be the nation's first suc- 
cessful mill-to-dump conversion. As early as 1990, 
Spokane Tribal Chairman Warren Seyler predicted 
that if Newmont is allowed to get out of its clean- 
up responsibilities, other mining companies will 


TAyLoR MillioNs 

by Ben Doon, Ancient Forest Rescue 

For years Colorado's Taylor Ranch has not only 
been home to the largest logging operation in the 
country but has also hosted Colorado's Ranching 
for Wildlife program. The program entitles the 


Indian Reservation. This twist of meaning was a sign 
of things to come. In 1981, after milling operations 
ceased, the Dawn Mining Company's parent, 


demand the same consideration. As it turns out 
Umetco Minerals Inc. tried it unsuccessfully in 
Colorado in 1994, and the Quivara Mining Com- 


Taylor family to sell hunting permits to out-of-state 
big game hunters, at a pretty $5,000 profit for every 
elk taken. Over the last few years, Taylor has made 


Newmont, started using similar Orwellian slight of pany wants to dispose of radioactive material at its millions of dollars on out-of-staters wanting that 

tongue to squirm out of actually cleaning up its mill Ambrosia Lake facility near Grants, New Mexico. "10 point" rack hanging above their mantle. 



site, located on the border of the reservation. In- Unlike Washington, the 


The Ranching For Wildlife pro- 
gram, operated by the Colorado 
Department of Wildlife (CDOW) 
' ' -3 was designed "to give incentives to 

jjj m participating ranch owners" that 
£ 1 "protect wildlife habitat." Among 
all the Colorado environmental com- 

- sfli munit Y- however, the CDOW has a 
. W'/'M JuilS, tarnished reputation. Its old-school 

JIUf conservation techniques range 
I' r’ i f lTr wml from requiring clearcuts for "habi- 
18 I tat improvement, "to erecting huge 
wildlife fences to protect the "pri- 
vate interests" of its wealthy land- 

— own j n g clientele. But it seems that 
even the CDOW cannot stomach Taylor's logging 
anymore. After years of requesting that Taylor change 
his ways, the CDOW has finally pulled the plug. In 
November the agency said the Taylor Ranch could 
no longer benefit from its Ranching for Wildlife 
program because the logging is destroying critical 
wildlife habitat. CDOW's diplomatic press release 
says, "The logging was not contributing to elk 
habitat," "Logging road construction did not meet 
best management practices," and, "The roads cre- 


Evaporation ponds for contaminated water at the Dawn Mill — to be replaced with 20 million cubic feet of toxic dirt. 


stead, Newmont, the most lucrative gold mining state of Utah is exercising some foresight and ated a good deal of erodible material that had not 


company in the nation, advocates cleaning up by asking the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to re- been stabilized." Taylor is now desperately trying to 
getting dirtier. consider a decision to send 25,000 cubic yards of get that precious money flow back. 


In the years since the mine and mill closed, the 
local community, which has consistently opposed 
the dumping scheme, has been showered with a 
barrage of semantic contortions as Newmont pro- 


radioactive tailings to the White Mesa Mill, near 
Blanding, Utah. The material would come from 
Tonawanda, New York, one of the sites Dawn has 
been wooing for its radioactive treasures. 


For those of us in Ancient Forest Rescue/Culebra 
EF!, it often seems like our voices have been lost in 
the void. Now, even the mainstreamers can't 
overlook the disaster that is destroying this home- 


motes its plan to convert the old uranium mill, 35 Meanwhile, Newmont and the Department of land, and our years of cries are now falling on 
miles northwest of Spokane, Washington, into a Health are still insisting the Dawn site isn't really a listening ears. 

radioactive dump. The plan is to sell space in a dump. However, American Ecology, parent of US For more information contact Culebra EF!, POB 

gigantic 28-acre, 70-foot-deep hole at the Dawn site Ecology, the commercial low-level waste manager 762, San Luis, CO 81152; (719) 672-3012 

to parties possessing radioactive dirt. In its clever at the Hanford, Washington, nuclear plant has been afr@amigo.net. 
machinations, Newmont has made the word "dump" selected as Dawn's first choice to oversee the dump- 

synonymous with "cleanup," turned public outcry ing. US Ecology and American Ecology were re- 
into so-called strong community support and cently the subjects of a Government Accounting 
steamrolled the whole process into a supposed "win- Office study sparked by concerns over the proposed 

win" situation. low-level waste dump in Ward Valley, California, 

Newmont's plan promotes the transport of ra- which US Ecology was promoting. The study says 

dioactive dirt by train from as far away as AmericanEcologyhasdisposedofsignificantlylarger 

Tonawanda, New York, to Spokane, where a con- amounts of plutonium at Hanford than had previ- 

voy of 36 five-axle trucks would complete the trip ously been identified and that a similar scenario 

out of town and down a winding two-lane country occurred at its Nevada and Kentucky sites. Radioac- 

road every day for the next five years. That's a tive material has leaked from all of these facilities, 

loaded truck every 12 minutes. For all the fearsome ways that the Dawn dump 

The environmental impacts of hauling 20 million is a warning of things to come, it is also just the 

cubic feet of radioactive dirt across the United States most recent example of an established pattern— a 

to the site were never assessed during the environ- low-level nuclear waste dump proposed on Mojave 

mental impact statement process. The site itself sits land at Ward Valley, California; toxic waste dumps 

above the Walkers Prairie Aquifer, which has al- in one of Texas' poorest Hispanic communities; a 
ready been contaminated by Dawn's uranium mill- nuclear waste repository on the Western 
ing operations. In 1989 the Washington state health Shoshone's Yucca Mountain; and now a toxic 

department ordered Dawn to pump millions of dump next to the Spokane Indian tribe, 
gallons of water out of the aquifer to remove ura- But there's reason to believe the bad guys will 
nium and sulfate contamination. This water is now finish last. Working in coalition, Natives, locals and 

evaporating from plastic-lined ponds stretched over Earth Firstlers were able to defeat the dumps at Ward 
100 acres of the Dawn site. Valley and Sierra Blanca. May Newmont be next and 

The Spokane Tribe has initiated several lawsuits Yucca Mountain follow closely on its heels, 
opposing the dump, citing a threat to tribal waters Though the dump could open at any time, its 
under the reservation. Dawn Watch has also fought current license expires on February 28, 1999. The 
the plan in court. But in June 1998 Dawn Watch's Department of Health is currently accepting public 

bid to force the state to abide by its own administra- comment relating to the relicensing of the mill site 

tive code, which prohibits dumping radioactive as a disposal facility for radioactive dirt, 
waste from an outside supplier on private property, Send comments to Gary Robertson, Department 

failed. Though the tribe recently filed a discrimina- of Health, Division of Radiation Protection, POB 
tion suit in federal court in relation to the dumping 47827, Olympia, WA 98504-7827. 
scheme, the only thing stopping Newmont from Contact Dawn Watch at POB 193, Springdale:, WA 
opening its dump is that it has not successfully bid 99173; (509) 747-3552; aloafofbread@yahoo.com; 
on any toxic dirt. www.dawnwatch.org. 



A month af 




our "lack of special-use permit." The "Rain- 
bow" law requires special-use permits when 
groups of 75 or more people gather on public 
land. The 1998 RRR committee met all param- 
eters of the permit but were unable to produce 
a signature for the accommodating Forest Ser- 


a signature for the accommodating Forest Ser- 
vice agents assigned to our event. The less 
cooperative law enforcement office of the US 
Forest Service was the actual source of the 
expensive citation. 

Rainbow law specialist Brian Michaels of Eu- 
gene is representing the activists, who are fight- 
ing the citation. Michaels won a court case that 
overturned a previous version of this law, but 
the feds rewrote it. The new version of the 
regulation will be fought in court in March 
1999. Primarily, it is the Rainbow family that 
has been charged under this statute, but if you 
are aware qf any other precedent with this new 
regulation, please let us know. To help with 
information or send donations for legal fees, 
write to SWEF!, POB 10725, Eugene, OR 97440. 
°ht to SW-Rf!) 
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PIPELINING ALASKA'S COASTLI N E 



These little piggies don't seem to like the mud. 


by Buckwheat and Soren 

"That's the stupidest thing I ever heard, a pipeline 
on the mud flats!" Such was the typical response of 
Anchorage, Alaska, citizens watching cops slip and 
slide on the mud flats as they approached protesters 
hanging from two 30-foot tall tripods. 

This mud flats project would turn three and a half 
miles of coastline along Cook Inlet into a pipeline 
corridor to run jet fuel from Anchorage's port to 
airport. The pipeline goes past an area known as 
Earthquake Park and across famously unstable mud 
flats. In other words, it's a spill waiting to happen. 

The corporation building the 12-inch-wide pipe- 
line, Anchorage Fueling and Service Company, is 
not required to identify and remove contamination 
when it decommissions its old six-inch pipe. The 
older fuel line is being replaced by the mud flats 
route because it's leaking and it can't satiate the 
Anchorage airport's ever-growing thirst for fuel. 

Although there was nearly unanimous public 
opposition at hearings on the coastal route, two 
environmental organizations signed-off on the mud 
flats location (the cheapest and most efficient route 
for the developer). They were bribed with "mitiga- 
tion" money from the developer that will pay the 
municipality for a fish weir and a small parcel of 
wetlands across town. A last minute attempt to get 
a green law firm to file a suit fell through, even 
though no environmental impact statement was 
conducted for the project, which runs through 
prime wetland and migratory bird habitat. 

On October 13, the Alaska Action Center decided 
to stand up for Anchorage citizens and their public 
coast. "We did this for the North Slope, the Prince 
William Sound and all of Alaska's wild ecosystems 
that are being degraded for the sake of corporate oil 
interests," said the group. 

Struggling in the mud to prop up the spruce pole 
and steel tripods took Herculean effort, but by dawn 
we stood back in amazement (so did the press and 
the 20-odd police officers who arrived later). The 
tripods and the banner between them reading, 
"Don't Pipeline Our Coastline," were visible from 


the entire west end of downtown Anchorage. 

Though direct action is new to Alaska, oil 
controversy and disasters are not. Conserva- 
tion groups, fishers, natives and others op- 
posed the building of the Trans-Alaska Pipe- 
line in the early 1970s. Over time, thousands 
of gallons of toxic fuel have spilled from the 
pipeline and operations on Alaska's North 
Slope. Coastal fishing communities and wild- 
life will not soon forget the Exxon Valdez, the 
11-million-gallon-plus oil spill whose inky 
legacy remains even 10 years later. In Cook 
Inlet about 350-500 beluga whales face extinc- 
tion due to toxic wastes from oil drilling rigs, 
near-shore refineries, shipping accidents and 
untreated sewage, in addition to over-hunting 
and other causes. 

"Direct action in Alaska gives us the opportu- 
nity to draw attention to the plunder of our 
awesome state," said members of the Alaska 
Action Center. After 12 hours and a frightening 
high tide in which the legs of the tripods began 
to "swim" in the liquefying mud, the two 
protesters came down into the anxious arms of 
police officers. 

Days later the same mud proved similarly 
unstable for the developers. As they tried to lay 
the pipe, the trackhoes and skidders sunk and 
their tracks rotated helplessly. The trackhoes 
were left to claw themselves along with their 
shovels. One sank to its arm, just yards from 
where we had held our tripod protest. It took 
four others to push and pull the leviathan free. 

In recent weeks, the construction company 
Conam, or more appropriately Conman, has had to 
use helicopters to help lay the pipe. Conman, more 
than a month behind schedule, is frantically trying 
to finish and is easily way over budget. 

The Alaska Action Center grabbed media atten- 
tion for weeks following the protest. The only group 
to challenge the project, the Action Center contin- 
ues to monitor construction and record many per- 
mit violations. 

The Alaskan Action Center, a citizen group, is 


newly formed and in need of in-kind donations, 
money and activists. Spring and summer training 
and action camps will occur throughout the state. 
Industrial oil development, logging, hunting and 
mining threaten Alaska from the Tongass to the 
North Slope. Massive roadbuilding also threatens 
local communities. See you next spring. 

For more information on direct action and environ- 
mental concerns in Alaska contact the Alaska Action 
Center at POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523; (907) 2- 
PUBLIC (ask for Soren); fishtree@hotmail.com. 


AnImaL Protection Office SpRAyed wrrh ShoTquN Hre 


Sometime during the weekend of 
December 5-6, 1998, the Santa Fe of- 
fices of Animal Protection of New 
Mexico (APNM) were sprayed with 
shotgun fire. No one was injured but a 
gaping hole was left in the front win- 
dow, and shots were imbedded in the 
door and a wall. One computer was 
damaged. Shotgun pellets and shards 
of glass were scattered about the room. 

APNM, a statewide animal rights 
organization that wages hard-hitting 
campaigns by forming powerful and 
diverse coalitions, was just conclud- 
ing its first regional conference, a 
highly successful and visible event 
held in Albuquerque, when the shoot- 
ing occurred. About 350 people at- 
tended the conference. APNM also 
recently announced a boycott of Santa 
Fe stores carrying furs and released a 
report indicting the Forest Service for 
running an abysmal northern New 
Mexico roadside zoo, called the Ghost 
Ranch Living Museum. In addition, 
APNM is pressuring the Shrine Circus 
to cancel an upcoming animal circus 
and is promoting a campaign to make 
animal cruelty a felony in New Mexico. 

"We have received two threatening 
letters in the last year and a half, and 
those were related to our work on 
wildlife issues," said Lisa Jennings, 
APNM executive director. "But the 
attack could have been a result of any 
of a variety of our campaigns." The 
notes were all signed MM. One note 
sent directly to Jennings said, "You 


are approaching a point where we 
will have to hurt you. We are going to 
make a concerted effort to kill any 
wolf reintroduced into [the] wild and 
poison bison as long as you interfere 
with wildlife issues." It was sent only 
one week after Jennings urged stron- 
ger protection for cougars and sup- 
ported wolf reintroduction at a Game 
Commission meeting in Farmington, 
New Mexico. 

Less than a week after the shooting, 
an underground group calling itself 
the Minutemen claimed responsibil- 
ity for the shooting by sending a post- 
card with APNM's initials, shotgun 
spray and the message "MM was here. " 
Very little is known about the group, 
but they are thought to be an extreme, 
very violent right-wing militia group. 

Though there is a broad spectrum of 
beliefs within the extreme right move- 
ment, many militia groups see envi- 
ronmental/animal rights work as a 
threat to their survival. Many believe 
there is a government conspiracy to 
destroy the sovereignty of the United 
States and relinquish land controls to 
the United Nations (UN). They believe 
that people like Ted Turner, who just 
donated $1 billion to the UN, want to 
return the continent to pre-1492 con- 
dition by reintroducing bison and 
wolves and that Americans will be 
rounded up and put in concentration 
camps. They see ecological and animal 
rights work as part of this grand con- 
spiracy. Challenges to "hunting rights" 


are seen as particularly egregious. 

In another note to Jennings, MM 
wrote, "We are a group that will not 
put up with your anti-hunting agenda. 
If you initiate any proposal next year 
to hurt the NM hunter, you will wit- 
ness the systematic destruction of NM 
endangered and threatened species. If 
you hurt us, you hurt yourself. We are 
willing to use any means to preserve 
our heritage. Species can be elimi- 
nated without firing a shot. If we can't 
hunt them, you can't see them." This 
rhetoric is particularly interesting be- 
cause efforts to protect the Gila trout 
were recently thwarted when some- 
one introduced a competing fish into 
a river with the endangered trout. 

Understanding extreme right poli- 
tics does not mean activists have to 


alter their work. They may simply 
want to take more precautions. De- 
spite the notes and the shootings, 
APNM has no intention of backing 
off its vocal campaigns to expose 
animal abuse. "We won't be intimi- 
dated by these cowardly acts of vio- 
lence. We are an organization that 
works on important issues, calling 
for our violent society to be more 
humane. The perpetrators are bul- 
lies. This kind of violence only 
strengthens our resolve to continue 
our work," said Jennings. 

For more information or to send 
support, contact the APNM at POB 
11395, Albuquerque, NM 87192; 
(505) 265-2488; fax 265-2488; 
AnimalNM@aol.com. 

— Animal Protection of New Mexico 
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vist Home Touched 

In early October, the home of Rebecca Hunt was burned to the ground. 
Hunt is a strong, vocal opponent of Big Coal back in Appalachia and is 
especially involved with the campaign against the hideous "mountain top 
removal" method of coal extraction (see EF!f September-October 1998). 
Fortunately she and her daughter were not in their West Virginia residence 
at the time of the fire. Investigators have all but dismissed arson as the 
cause, believing the incident was due to faulty wiring. But a series of 
increasingly threatening instances of harassment preceding the fire make 
Hunt and others believe otherwise. Hunt and her daughter are currently 
lodged in a motel sorting out the remains of the suspicious fire. Send your 
prayers their way and any contributions if possible. Support may be sent to 
Rebecca Hunt, c/o West Virginia Organizing Project, POB 1921, Logan, 
West Virginia 25601; (304) 752-0901; scb91649@mail.wvnet.edu. 
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by Robin Hood 

Under the canopy of old ponderosa pines and 
Douglas fir a marten pauses, scenting the air in its 
quest for sustenance. Young pileated woodpeckers 
call incessantly for food from their nest in an old 
pine snag. A half-mile away a goshawk swoops 
towards an unsuspecting ground squirrel as it 
scampers through shooting stars and blue camas 
flowers. An olive-sided flycatcher, who arrived from 
South America but a few weeks ago, perches atop a 
tall pine, taking a momentary break from feeding 
forays for its young. The early morning forest is 
filled with the songs of vireos, pee wees, flycatchers, 
sparrows, wrens and chickadees. A rufous 
hummingbird flits amongst the many flowers of 
spring. At the edge of a meadow still wet with the 
last melting snows of winter a wolverine pauses, 
satiated from its feasting on an elk, killed and 
cached by a cougar. 

Though this area has remained untouched by 
the "managing" hand of modern humans for 
centuries, it will soon be torn and rent by the 
roaring steel engines of bulldozers, chainsaws, 
skidders and trucks if the federal land agencies 
have their way. Unbeknownst to the wildlife, whose 
territories are defined by their travels and the 
travails of survival, the forest in which they live 
has been proposed for "disposal" by the federal 
agency entrusted with its care. It is part of over 
90,000 acres of public Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) lands in northeastern Oregon to be traded 
for 70,000-plus acres of private lands in the 
Northeast Oregon Assembled Land Exchange. This 
forested "parcel, " like thousands of acres of others, 
is to be traded to a timber corporation for logged- 
over land filled with stumps and sparse seedlings 
deemed "more important" and "easier to manage." 

Land exchanges of public lands for primarily 
cut-over corporate "timberlands" are the growing 
rage among corporate profiteers and their 
government servants across the Western US. 

At bottom, beneath the piles of agency 


Indeed, these exchanges are touted as good for the 
economy and the environment by a pathetic 
alliance of corporations, government agencies and 
mainstream "environmentalists." 

For years corporate timber has given little thought 
to cutting sustainably. The moonscape legacy they 
have made of their own land is well known, as is the 
logged, fragmented devastation they have helped 
wreak upon public forestlands. 

Consequently, as activists have slowed or stopped 
some logging of old-growth forest habitat on public 
lands, corporate timbers' appetite has increased. 
With land exchanges they have created a way to 
get around federal laws protecting wildlife, forest 
habitat and water quality. Essentially, timber sales 
are being disguised as land exchanges — private 
stumps for public trees. 

With the color-coded maps of "disposal" and 
"acquisition" lands, the exchange often resembles 
some nightmare corporate Monopoly game from 
hell. The game essentially goes something like this: 
Road, clearcut or heavily log all the trees that can be 
economically accessed on private corporate lands, 
then trade them for publicly owned old-growth 
forests. These forests are then logged at a profit while 
the public pays the tab for restoration on the newly 
acquired devastated lands. 

The exchange process itself is usually controlled by 
the timber corporations or a for-profit land exchange 
corporation (often created with "seed money" from 
the timber corporations). Clearwater Land Exchange, 
a profit-seeking venture reputedly started with money 
from Boise Cascade and Louisiana Pacific, initiated 
and has now been designated facilitator of the 
Northeast Oregon Land Exchange by the BLM. In a 
February 15, 1996 letter from Clearwater to the BLM 
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(obtained through a Freedom of Information Act 
request), the for-profit venture clearly states whose 
interests it represents, telling the BLM, "Remember 
the timber companies control the transaction and can 
only be satiated with the federal timber lands." 

Most of the land exchanges involve federal welfare 
subsidies for the corporations in the form of "cost- 
share" agreements, and the northeast Oregon 
exchange is no exception. The federal government 
will pay Clearwater half the costs of land surveys and 
timber assessments. In addition, all administrative 
costs will be assumed fully by the BLM. The exchange 
will cost the federal government an estimated 
$870,000. Meanwhile, Clearwater stands to reap 
millions of profits — at the expense of wildlife, ecological 
heritage and taxpayers. 


Land exchange profiteering 
ventures such as Clearwater 
have a track record of over- 
appraising logged-over 
industry land, under-appraising federal public lands 
and misrepresenting the amount of actual old-growth 
forests being traded away from public ownership as 
well as the actual conditions of the industry lands 
being acquired. In the Northeast Oregon Land 
Exchange the BLM is complicit in such 
misrepresentations. The actual amount of old-growth 
forest to be traded is more than four times that 
reported in the Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) itself for the exchange. 

In order to make these huge logging operations 
disguised as land exchanges palatable to 
mainstream enviro-groups, they are usually 
presented as achieving various conservation goals, 
much like the "forest health/salvage" hoax. A 
common ruse used to frosting coat these illegal 
schemes is the elimination of "difficult to manage, " 
"isolated" parcels of public land in order to 
"consolidate public lands into large blocks of 
contiguous habitat." Often, the supposed isolated 
parcels are in reality adjacent to other publicly 
owned lands. In this case, the BLM lands are 
adjacent to national forests and state lands. 

In northeast Oregon an additional pretense is 
being used to justify the exchange: achieving public 
ownership over large sections of important salmonoid 
waterways in the John Day River system. However, 
not only is most of the industry land already logged, 
many of the publicly owned ancient forests to be 
traded are at the headwaters of tributaries to this 
river system. The EIS fails to assess or disclose the 
devastating sedimentation that would result from 
logging these headwaters forests. 

Serious flaws also exist in the "logic" of 
consolidating public land holdings by trading 
isolated, difficult to manage parcels. Precisely because 


many of these isolated areas have not been managed, 
they often provide excellent centuries-old habitat. 
Many of these areas serve as dispersal habitat and 
connecting corridors between larger blocks of habitat. 
They fill an irreplaceable role by providing foraging, 
nesting and dispersal habitat; clear, cool waters; and 
stopover areas for far-ranging wildlife such as 
wolverines, migrating birds and potentially wolves, 
as well as elk, deer and wild horses. 

While the many issues arising in these land 
exchange proposals may at first seem complicated, 
the more one looks through the misrepresentations, 
outright lies and justifications made by federal 
agencies and corporate profiteers, the more a single 
simple issue clearly emerges. At bottom, beneath the 
piles of agency EIS papers, this trade is just another 
chance to log ancient forests on public lands for 
corporate profits. Some of the exchanges currently 
being fought are: 

• Huckleberry Mountain/Weyerhaeuser 
Exchange — near Seattle, Washington, it 
includes land originally traded to 
Weyerhaeuser in a previous exchange, 
which was then clearcut and traded back to 
public ownership for yet more ancient forest. 

• Plum Creek/I-90 Exchange — also near 
Seattle, Washington, it was pushed through 
as a congressional rider by Senator Gorton 
(R-WA) on the recent appropriations bill. 
Supporters include the Sierra Club, whose 
local officials were won over by the inclusion 
of corporate lands near the Alpine Lakes 
Wilderness area. This exchange would result 
in the logging of two ancient forest roadless 
areas in the Gifford Pinchot National Forest — 
unless your opposition helps stop it! 

• Triangle Land Exchange — it would trade 
4,863 acres of Forest Service lands in 
northeast Oregon for 7,410 acres of private 
and timber industry lands. Again Clearwater 
Land Exchange is the proponent, and public 
old-growth forests would be traded away to 
be logged. 

• Land Exchange WAOR 50525 — located 
in northeast Washington, it traded 4,500 
acres of mostly forested land, much of it 
containing old-growth forest, to timber 

companies in exchange for mostly shrub-steppe 
habitat. The trade was between the BLM and 
Clearwater Land Exchange. It was found to be illegal 
by the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, but the BLM and 
Clearwater had already exchanged land titles, 
rendering the decision moot on all but four parcels 
where the deeds had not yet been exchanged. 

Other land exchanges are occurring or have 
occurred from Arizona to Montana, Colorado to 
the Pacific Coast. They are part of the continuing 
saga of usurpation, a saga of cold, corporate greed. 
Left in its wake is devastation — stumps, mudslides, 
extinctions and vanishing ancient forests. Land 
exchanges, like corporations, are just another 
manifestation of this insanity. 

So what can we do? As with all things, power exists 
in action, not in mere words alone. Power exists in 
connecting with the land itself, with nature. It exists in 
educating others and together taking creative, 
inspirational actions and risks in support of life — of 
living earth. If you live near any of these trades, get to 
know the land, help document, hike and educate. Take 
action at the offices of the "just doing my job" 
bureaucrats who would so readily offer up these lands 
for trade and destruction. Act against the corporate- 
owned politicians who assist such corrupt folly. And 
go directly to the corporations themselves, to their 
subsidiaries, their offices, their homes, their yachts and 
private clubs. Take nonviolent, creative direct actions. 

For more information on land exchanges contact: 
Western Land Exchange, POB 95545, Seattle, WA 
98145-2545. Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project, 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830. Also write or take creative 
actions against the following; USDA Forest Service, 
14 and Independence SW, Washington DC 20250; 
US Department of the Interior, Office of the Inspector 
General, 1849 C Street NW, Mail Stop 5340, 
Washington, DC 20240; (202) 208-5745. Council on 
Environmental Quality, 722 Jackson Place, 
Washington DC, 20502; (202) 456-6224. 


EIS papers, this trade is Just another chance to log" 
ancient forests on public lands for corporate profits. 



-VAIL ARSON- 

Colorado Activists Face Grand Jury 


by Ben Doon, Ancient Forest Rescue 

The fires on Vail Mountain continue 
to burden nonviolent environmental 
activists in Colorado in the form of FBI 
harassment. Dozens of people have 
been contacted by the feds as the situ- 
ation becomes increasingly serious. 
Three months have gone by since the 
night of October 19, 1998, and the 
federal investigation of the arson has 
evolved from casual phone conversa- 
tions to grand jury subpoenas. 

Ancient Forest Rescue (AFR) has 
openly opposed Vail Associate's (VA) 
Category III expansion into the Two 
Elk Roadless Area for almost four years 
now. Activists, skiers, students and Vail 


one reportedly worn by a lone hitch- 
hiker leaving Vail soon after the fires 
were set. 

Currently, the FBI is using its best 
harassment techniques on college 
students. The FBI approached two 
women who work for a University 
environmental group. When they 
refused to cooperate, their supervisor 
was questioned. He was asked by the 
feds why the girls wouldn't cooperate. 
He replied, because they fear 
COINTELPRO, the famous intelligence 
program created by the FBI to disrupt 
the activity of social radicals. When 
the meeting ended, the feds stated, 
"You can tell those girls we are not 
going away." 


...the FBI harassment has been very 
difficult. For many people in Colorado 
the campaign to stop Super Vail was 
their first introduction to the 
environmental movement. Now, thanhs 
to the arson, they are suffering... 


Valley locals formed a unique coalition 
to stop corporate intrusion onto our 
public land. Side by side, concerned 
citizens from all over Colorado stood 
up and spoke out to the US Forest 
Service and Vail Associates with the 
message that the expansion is 
unacceptable. However, everything 
the coalition has achieved since 1995 
crumbled to the barest of foundations 
when the media reported that 
supposed environmentalists were 
responsible tor the tire. The governor 
of Colorado denounced the arson as 
an act of terrorism and an open season 
on people known to be opposed to 
Vail's plan commenced. 

The FBI's investigation began with 
phone calls to longtime environmen- 
tal activists in Colorado. Timber sale 
appeal experts and others who fight 
the industrial invasion of Colorado 
wildlands through the National En- 
vironmental Protection Act process 
received phone calls within the first 
week after the fires. The general re- 
sponse was, "I have no comment; 
you can call my lawyer." 

During the next few weeks Vail Val- 
ley locals began to receive phone calls 
from Ole Johnny Law. Most locals, 
unfamiliar with the FBI's infamous 
harassment and coercion techniques, 
agreed to speak with the feds under 
specified terms. The FBI and ATF in- 
terrogators proceeded to ignore their 
promises. One local businessman 
agreed to speak about the history of 
Vail with a lawyer present, but the 
feds insisted upon asking about other 
people. After our friend repeatedly 
stated he would not dignify the in- 
quiry with answers, the feds stormed 
out of the room. Another local, whose 
recent participation in the anti-ex- 
pansion campaign was limited to at- 
tending a slide show, agreed to meet 
with the feds. Again the questions 
were focused on who's who and again 
the interview went nowhere. 

At this point any semblance of pa- 
tience by the FBI began to erode and 
intimidation tactics began snowball- 
ing. One Vail Valley anti-expansion 
supporter was approached by an ATF 
officer on the street in Vail and was 
told his j acket looked suspiciously like 



GANDALF 

THANK YOU 
AND GOODNIGHT 


A few weeks later the FBI began 
snooping around another corner of the 
state and probed into the lives of other 
university students. One woman 
became a target of serious intimidation 
and isolation. Her friends were 
approached; her boss was questioned 
for three hours, and her professors 
were visited. Her environmental ethics 
professor was asked to produce all the 
papers handed-in during the semester 
by this woman. The feds insinuated 
she was a terrorist and wanted to know 
about her lifestyle. After all that they 
finally knocked on her door. 

As a Happy New Year greeting, the 
FBI began issuing subpoenas to activ- 
ists to appear in front of a grand jury 
on January 28. The first person to 
receive a subpoena was approached 
in Boston while visiting her parents 
during the holidays. They followed 
her while she 
dropped her 
mom off at 
work and ap- 
proached her 
while she was $g 
taking garbage 
to the dump, 
wearing only 
pajamas and 
an overcoat. 

While we are 
all confident of 
our innocence, 
the FBI harass- 
ment has been 
very difficult. 

For many 
people in Colo- 
rado the cam- 
paign to stop 
Super Vail was 

their first introduction to the environ- 
mental movement. Now, thanks to the 
arson, they are suffering under the bur- 
den of an investigation unprecedented 
here in Colorado. Our strength is our 
solidarity, and our belief is steadfast that 
the real victim of the fires and the ensu- 
ing investigation is the Two Elk Roadless 
Area and the pristine forests that will 
soon be tamed into the resort lifestyle. 

To support AFR contact us at POB 
762, San Luis, Colorado 81152; (719) 
672-3012; afr@amigo.net. 


by Dr. Saxon Wood 

On November 24, UK Animal Liberation 
Front press officer Robin Webb and Paul 
Rogers, general editor of Green Anarchist, 
walked out of court free men after their first 
day on trial for what can best be described as 
a thought crime. 

The British state was trying to prosecute Webb and Rogers for "conspiracy 
to incite persons unknown to criminal damage and arson," charges for which 
they could have possibly spent the rest of their lives in prison! Their charges 
were not for crimes that ever happened, just ones the defendants may wish 
would happen. 

Stupid? Yes. Impossible? Surely, but as strange as it may seem, Noel Molland, 
Steve Booth and myself had already been convicted of the same charges and 
sentenced to prison for three years (see EF!J, December-January '98). We were 
freed on bail after four and a half months, something that doesn't happen 
often in the UK. 

Our conviction was quashed in July '98, but the comedy of errors didn't end 
there. The legal points we won our appeal on had to do with the fact that the 
language in the indictments was wrong. Therefore the conviction couldn't 
really be quashed, since we hadn't legally stood trial. Because of this, the court 
was forced to free the other two so-called "coconspirators," Webb and Rogers. 
This was pretty much par for the course in a strange case that had been hanging 
over the heads of some of the defendants since January 1995. 

The well-known GANDALF case involved the content of publications from 
two different news sources, the Animal Liberation Front Support Group 
(ALFSG) newsletter and the Green Anarchist newspaper, which historically had 
very little to do with each other (although Noel Molland had written articles 
for both). Evidently, the police had problems with the alternative informa- 
tion service they offered, which had the effect of undermining the monopoly 
the police had over the distribution of news on the subjects of radical animal 
liberation and green issues. 

The prosecution had sought to make words like "direct action" illegal and 
argued that the animal/earth liberation stories we published were "inciting" 
because they portrayed the actions as good news. Even the content of book 
reviews and the slogans on the t-shirts we sold were presented as evidence of 
our intention to incite at the first trial, which lasted nearly 12 weeks and saw 
three go to prison and Simon Russell of the ALFSG newsletter found not guilty. 

The original trial outraged the alternative media as it was against everything 
a liberal country like the UK was said to uphold. It was totally against the 
principles outlined in the United Nations Convention on Human Rights, which 

protects a free press and the freedom 
of association and conscience. 

During the investigation 
preceding the trial, at least 
eight police officers were 
working on the case at any 
one time, and 55 book shops 
and individuals were raided 
for suspected involvement or 
interest in the green or animal 
rights movements. 

The cost of 
the investiga- 
tion was esti- 
mated to be 
around $8 mil- 
lion, which 
made the 
Hampshire po- 
lice look rather 
foolish. 

So, for a 
change the 
good guys ten- 
tatively won, 
but who 
knows where 
this is going to 
go. After the 
trial one of the 
police officers 
involved, Ser- 
geant Gunner, told the media, "This will not stop us from taking similar 
actions against other people we suspect are inciting serious criminals." 

The fight for justice goes on. The police still possess the power that impris- 
oned the defendants. For all we know, they may well be lining up the next target 
who just wants to live in a free, green, just world where there is equality between 
humanity and animals. Watch this space! 


...AT LGAST GIGHT POLICG 
OFFICERS WGRG WORKING ON 
THG CASG AT ANY ONG TIMG, 
AND 55 BOOK SHOPS AND 
INDIVIDUALS WGRG RAIDGD FOR 
SUSPGCTGD INVOLVGMGNT OR 
INTGRGST IN THG GRGGN OR 
ANIMAL RIGHTS MOVGMGNTS. T HG 
COST OF THG INVGSTIGATION 
WAS GSTIMATGD TO BG AROUND 
$8 MILLION... 
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by Orin Langelle 

International Paper Company's vision statement 
reads, "Ethical behavior and personal integrity are 
the core of our culture. With customers and facili- 
ties around the globe, we answer to the world." We 
say: Words are not enough. Join us in making 
International Paper really answer to the world! 

One of Mexico's largest multinationals, Grupo 
Pulsar, and the US-based International Paper Com- 
pany (IP) are planning eucalyptus plantations for 
pulp, paper and lumber production on indigenous 
and ejido lands in southeastern Mexico. IP wants to 
plant thousands of acres of eucalyptus in Chiapas. 
Because the species is notoriously greedy for water 
and soil nutrients, the areas selected for eucalyptus 
plantations are condemned to desertification. 

Big Timber Versus the Zapatistas 

The timber industry is one of the biggest global 
industries, behind telecommunications and the 
auto industry. The power and weight of the tim- 
ber industry's influence in Chiapas is evidenced 
by the manipulation of Article 27 and the rewrit- 
ing of other new laws to open up Mexico for 
timber exploitation. Article 27 was written as 
result of the Mexican Revolution of 1910, spear- 
headed by rebels such as Emiliano Zapata. It 
promised agrarian reform and land redistribution 
to peasant communities. A precondition for 
Mexico entering the North American Free Trade 
Agreement was reform of Article 27. It was rewrit- 
ten by forestry under-secretary Luis Tellez (later 
Mexican President Zedillo's chief of staff and now 
energy secretary) to permit the privatization of 
communal land holdings. In part, the reform of 
Article 27 forced the Zapatistas to declare war on 
the government. 

Tellez authorized two subsequent laws: a 1992 
forestry law that allowed commercial tree planta- 
tions and a 1997 revision of the law that literally 
granted big timber's wishes. The new regulations 
implemented a series of proposals made in a June 
1995 letter to Tellez from Edward Krobacker, IP's 
forestry division vice president. Big timber could 
now receive hefty subsidies to acquire land parcels 
of unlimited size. 

The Mexican daily La Jornada recently reported, 
"Finally, International Paper and its counterparts 
gained government protection against the insur- 
rection and a resolution on the uncertain situa- 
tion in Chiapas, where Krobacker promised to 
dedicate 400,000 hectares to cellulose production 
[eucalyptus]. The military fence around the EZLN 
[Zapatistas] and its supporters has been a palpable 


demonstration of the commitment by the gov- 
ernment of Ernesto Zedillo to the security of 
transnational corporations." 

International Paper Goes Global 
On November 24, 1998, International Paper an- 
nounced its money saving merger with Union Camp. 
The combined net sales for both International Paper 
and Union Camp reached $24.5 billion in 1997. Big 
business means big abuses as International Paper, 
the largest landholder in the US, has a horrific 


A Zapatista watches over the Selva Lacandon 


to eucalyptus plantation 

reputation for employee health and safety, union 
relations and environmental devastation. 

Uniting Struggles Against International 
Paper and Globalization 
As social change and ecological movements 
grow and unite, many people globally are under- 


standing that environmental devastation 
and human suffering are just different 
sides of the same coin. Action for Com- 
munity and Ecology in the Rainforest of 
Central America (ACERCA) and other 
groups are calling for a campaign to force 
IP to "answer to the world" with regard to 
> its blatant disregard for the indigenous 
peoples, native species and forests of Chia- 
pas and elsewhere. 

This is an excellent opportunity to tie 
local struggles in with global ones and 
vice versa. This campaign intends to open 
up dialogue and common ground with 
the movement for social justice and hu- 
man rights. 

?; Please write IP Chief Executive Officer 
llJohn Dillon and tell him it is not accept- 
n able to put eucalyptus plantations in 
= southern Mexico and that you are boy- 
cotting IP products. 

John T. Dillon, Chairman and Chief Ex- 
ecutive Officer, International Paper Com- 
pany, 2 Manhattanville Road, Purchase, NY 10577; 
1-800-223-1268 or (914) 941-5145 
To get involved with ACERCA, write to POB 57, 
Burlington, VT 05402; (802) 863-0571 fax 864-8203; 
acerca@sover.net; http://www.nativeforest.org/cam- 
paigns/acerca/index.html. 


International Paper Gives Mexican 
Gov Marching Orders 

Zapatistas Drum Different Beat 


KENYAN ECOLOGISTS BEATEN FOR PLANTING TREES 


Police Provoke Attacks Then Refuse to Investigate 


On January 8, Kenyan ecologist 
Wangari Maathai suffered serious head 
injuries when private security guards 
attacked and beat her and a group of 
supporters and journalists who had 
gone to the Karura forest near Nairobi, 
Kenya to plant trees. Maathai, the 
Green Belt Movement coordinator, 
was hospitalized after being hit on the 
head with a truncheon when the 
guards, hired by unidentified real- 
estate developers, charged the group. 
One foreign journalist was hit on the 
hand with a club, and a car belonging 
to another reporter was damaged by 
the guards, some of whom were armed 
with stones and bows and arrows. 


A police escort had been requested 
by the tree planters, but it did not 
show. It is believed that the police 
notified the thugs of the tree planting. 
When Maathai's supporters reached 
the police station and tried to con- 
vince the police to return to the forest 
and arrest their assailants, the police 
actually ran away. 

Real estate developers are encroach- 
ing on the Karura forest located on 
the northern outskirts of the Kenyan 
capital, and Maathai has vowed to 
fight corrupt developers by tirelessly 
replanting trees. The destruction of 
the Karura forest has provoked wide- 
spread condemnation and generated 


debate about the government's habit 
of quietly allocating prime land to 
key political supporters at little or no 
cost. Last month some 50 riot police 
confronted Maathai and supporters 
as they arrived at the 2,500-acre euca- 
lyptus and cypress forest. The forest 
is nestled amid some of the capital's 
most affluent suburbs and just beside 
the headquarters of the United Na- 
tion's Environmental Protection 
Agency. Swathes were quietly cut 
through the forest earlier this year, 
with the public learning of the de- 
struction only when ecologists de- 
scended on it in October and set fire 
to the developer's equipment (see EF!J, 


December-January '99). Work 
stopped, and the Green Belt Move- 
ment planted 15,000 saplings, aided 
by youngsters from a neighboring 
shanty town. 

Please send letters of outrage to His 
Excellency, President Daniel T. Arap 
Moi, POB 30510, Nairobi Kenya; 
Minister Lotodo, Ministry of the En- 
vironment and Natural Resources, 
POB 30126, Nairobi, Kenya; Mr. 
Kipkora, Chief Conservator of For- 
ests, POB 30513, Nairobi, Kenya. Send 
messages of support and checks or 
international money orders to the 
Green Belt Movement, POB 67545, 
Nairobi, Kenya (payable to the Green 
Belt Movement, A/c 1500785). 

— Gaia Foundation 

j 
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Traiuport Stopped 



Activists from Eastern block countries protest nuclear proliferation 


by Vladimir Slivyak 

The Bulgarian nuclear industry can- 
celed a plan to transport nuclear waste 
to Russia in December. In autumn 
1998, the intergovernmental agree- 
ment for the nuclear waste shipments 
was protested in Russia, Bulgaria, Ro- 
mania and Moldova, the countries 
that signed the agreement, which in- 
cludes shipments and reprocessing of 
radioactive waste. Environmentalists 
said the agreement by the govern- 
ments promotes nuclear proliferation, 
plutonium production and an in- 
creased risk of nuclear accidents. 

More than 200 environmental 
groups from every corner of the globe 
signed an appeal to the authorities 
of the involved countries asking 
them to cancel the plan to ship 


nuclear waste. Bulgarian and Rus- 
sian environmental groups presented 
the appeal to various parliaments. 

Bulgarian officials said the ship- 
ment was canceled because the 
Moldovian parliament was opposed 
to it. Alternative routes for the ship- 
ment from Bulgaria to Russia, 
through Romania and Ukraine, 
haven't been developed. 

"Shipment of nuclear waste presents 
serious danger to the environment 
and people," said Polina Kireva of the 
Bulgarian environmental group Za 
Zemyata. "Not only this shipment of 
nuclear waste must be canceled but all 
of the shipments planned for the fu- 
ture. The waste should not move 
through the borders. No countries 
must send their waste to neighbors," 
she added. 



On a dark December night doz- 
ens of trucks loaded with 3,000 
tons of industrial waste from Tai- 
wan dumped their loads in the 
Cambodian town of Bet Trang. 
At daybreak, the 40 families of 
the village, "thought we were in 
luck!" says Em Sim, a resident. 
The poor villagers used the white 
plastic sacks holding the dusty 
cement-like material as tents, bed- 
ding, canopies and to store rice. 
They ripped open the bags with 
their teeth to get string for 
clotheslines. 

No one told the villagers that 
the material was compressed from 
anindustrial waste incinerator and 
was contaminated with high lev- 
els of mercury as well as hazard- 
ous mixtures of other metals. In 
fact, no one told the villagers that 
they were handling toxic material 
at all, not until journalists arrived 
two weeks later to take pictures of 
the dumpsite and the children 
playing there. 

Once residents started suffering 


from headaches, white discharge 
from their eyes, pain in their bones 
and joints, fever, diarrhea, weight 
loss and rashes, the military sealed 
off the town and ordered them to 
leave. But further aid was not forth- 
coming. The government hasn't 
tested the townspeople, nor pro- 
vided them with medical aid or 
alternative shelter. It did threaten 
to sue the Taiwanese company. 
When the company refused to 
take the waste back, saying it 
couldn't have dumped the waste 
in Taiwan because of the threat of 
public protests, the Cambodian 
government backed down. Work- 
ers have now begun sealing the 
waste in barrels. 

Though a dock worker who 
cleaned out the hold of a ship trans- 
porting the material died and five 
others were hospitalized, the Bet 
Trang villagers are eager to return 
to their town. "We are waiting for 
the government to tell us we can 
go back," says Em Sim. "As soon as 
they tell us its safe, we'll go." 




The Israeli group Green Action 
has staged two days of action in 
recent months against the Tel 
Aviv branch of Bank Hapoalim 
due to its involvement in the 
finance of the Trans Israel High- 
way project. The bank is financ- 
ing 70 percent of the cost of the 
road, which will cut through for- 
ests just outside Jerusalem and 
result in the increase of cars, car- 
bon monoxide and other pollut- 
ants linked to 
higher rates of 
asthma and 
other breathing 
problems. Green 
Action is calling 
for a boycott of 
Bank Hapoalim 
to protest the in- 
stitution's re- 
sponsibility for 
the pending 
socio-ecological 
disaster. 

At the actions 
on October 28 
and December 20, activists dis- 
tributed leaflets to passersby ex- 
plaining the bank's involvement 
with Highway 16. There were 
similar events in Jerusalem and 
Haifa involving around 20 people 
each. In Tel Aviv four activists 
dressed in black were "hanged" 
from trees, with signs saying, 
"Bank Hapoalim finances asthma 
for the masses!" and, "Boycott 
Bank Hapoalim." 

The media reported that there 


was an anti-bank action and the 
reason for the demonstration but 
rather strangely forgot to say which 
bank! The bank justifies its posi- 
tion by saying the government 
approved the project and it is only 
funding it. 

Green Action is also planning 
the first Green Action/Israel EF! 
gathering on April 22-24 some- 
where near Highway 16 in the 
forest near Jerusalem. The focus 


will be on the effects of 
globalization, with information on 
free trade zones and their implica- 
tion on local communities, trans- 
portation and road-raging direct 
action tactics. 

Anyone passing through Israel 
should get in touch with Green 
Action. Suggestions and help would 
be appreciated. Viva! For more in- 
formation contact Rony 972 3 
5162349; greenman@shani.net; 
www.greenaction.org.il. 


Fire Ends Japanese Whaung Mission 


by Saxon 

After a fire disabled the engine of 
the only meat processing ship in 
Japan's controversial whaling fleet, 
sending it home, four remaining 
whaling ships could only continue to 
the Southern Oceans of the Pacific to 
carry out whale population census 
recordings. It was a safer Christmas 
for the minke whales. The Japanese 
whalers had planned to slaughter 440 
minke whales in the 
name of "science." 

A spokesperson for 
the fleet said the blaze 
started in the meat 
processing area of the 
Nisshin Maru as it 
steamed down the east 
coast of Australia on 
the way to the South- 
ern Oceans. The fleet 
was on its way there 
for the 12th year in a 
row, despite calls by 
the International 
Whaling Commission 
(IWC) for Japan to stop 
whaling. 

Last April the fleet re- 
turned with 438 minke 
whales, bringing the to- 


tal killed for "science" to 3,767 since 
the Southern Ocean was declared a 
sanctuary by the IWC in 1994. The 
meat from the whales killed is part of 
a US$50 million-a-year whale meat 
market in Japan. 

"Under the circumstances, any 
claim, no matter how loosely made, 
that the ship was sabotaged by anti- 
whaling advocates, is dangerous and 
highly irresponsible," a spokesper- 
son for Breach Marine Protection said. 



Australian Michael Deeley, chairman of the world's largest 
hardwood woodchipping company, North Ltd., worked up a 
sweat shoveling a pile ofwoodchips dumped outside his house. 
Though he only moved about one percent of the chips and was two 
hours late for work, it was noble of Deeley to put in a little elbow 
grease before calling in the cleaners. Better yet, the action was a 
great opportunity for Earth First! and the Native Forest Network 
to express their feelings about Deeley's line of work. 
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‘The Last of a ‘River's ‘Dignity 

Exploring the Reaches of the 'Ole Miss 


by Jimmy Demos 

With little effort of our own, the river carried us 
along. We had stopped paddling for a moment to 
enjoy the simplicity of drifting at the river's own 
pace. Our canoe passed over a clean body of water, 
dyed a bourbon-auburn by clay and silt deposits. 
As was nature's intention, the current moved 
steadily. Here, the Mississippi was a beautiful body 
of pure and unmolested, free-flowing river. Only 
half a day's paddle downstream, however, a long, 
ugly, ecologically perverse series of industrial cor- 
sets and strait jackets upset everything natural about 
this river. 

The two of us were a few days out of the great 
river's headwaters in Lake Itasca, Minnesota, 
unhurriedly pursuing the end of its 2,500-mile 
course at the Gulf of Mexico. My friend Carlos and 
I had decided to spend our summer exploring the 
Mississippi River. Whether or not we ever made it 
to the Gulf didn't seem to matter much; we were 
lucky and thrilled to be along the river's exquisite 
northern reaches. 

The pristine beauty of the Great North Woods 
gathered all around us: the magic of an unpol- 
luted, unregulated stream cutting its way through 
wild rice and cattail marshes. Off in the distance 
towered old stands of white pine, quaking aspen 
and black maple that seemed to breath in the 
presence of wind. A panorama of 360 degrees of 
horizon, unblemished by awful cement smoke- 
stacks or monstrous iron barges, provided great 
volumes of fresh air. 

With our paddles resting across our laps, it was as 
though we had been integrated into the silence that 
whispers in these parts. Droplets of water fell from 
the wooden blades to gently tap, tap, tap the surface 
of the quiet river, lending texture to the silence. 

Looking around the Minnesota Headwaters Wil- 
derness Area, it was hard to believe this is an 
endangered ecosystem, that only this relatively 
short leg of the long Mississippi is clean, and for the 
most part, unpolluted. Only the first couple hun- 
dred miles are not controlled by lock, dam and 
levee. This slight fraction of "the father of waters," 
or Mesipe, as the Chippewa called it, is all that 
remains of the Mississippi River which pursues its 
course as unrestricted water running inexorably 
downriver. Why not preserve the whole damn 
river and all of its shoreline? 

After all, the Mississippi River valley is a bioregion 
entirely of its own, and its welfare depends on the 
delicate interworkings of each part of its vast and 


complex ecosystem. If you cut off a leg of that 
environmental composite, the whole thing will 
bleed to death, which is what is happening now (or 
perhaps already has). The September-October '98 
issue of E Magazine didn't even bother to include the 
Mississippi in its list of America's 20 most endan- 
gered rivers. Presumably, it's fallen from the endan- 
gered list to that of the extinct. Dead. Irrevocably 
gone. Forgotten. 

This moribund classification resonates well with 
popular notions of the Mississippi as the cesspool of 
the Rust Belt. One pollution expert had warned me 
about the polyvinyl chlorides on the river, urging 
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me not to go. She said, "You may not come out 
alive, or if you do survive, illness — irreversible 
illness — will be in your future." Within the majesty 
of the river's far north, I thought these dire apprais- 
als simply couldn't apply. For me, the Mississippi 
River was still very much alive. 

So, along its back we canoed. In spite of the river's 
shoddy reputation and the admonitions to keep 
away from it, there we were, paddling down the 
most poisoned river in the states, swimming in it, 
washing pots and pans in it, brushing our teeth 
along its shores and using its water to gurgle, rinse 
and spit. Aside from a few amoebas that might 
cause a bad fit of the runs, I felt the river was safe... 
until we came to the Champion Dam outside of 
Little Falls, Minnesota. 

A major player in the paper and pulp industry, 
Champion International produces over 6.5 million 
tons of paper, paperboard and market pulp each 
year. It owns more than five million acres of forest- 
lands, making it one of the largest private land 
owners in the country. In Texas alone, its land 
holdings add up to almost twice those of the US 
Forest Service. 

Champion's chlorine bleaching process is a ma- 
jor source of pollution in the Mississippi's alluvial 
and riverine environment. Yet, Champion's web 
site boasts that a forest is "more than just trees. It 
is also the air, water, soil, plants, animals and fish 
that form a living, breathing ecosystem... Our goal 
is to ensure that our forests thrive in their abun- 
dant and rich diversity." That's a helluva statement 
for such an enormous corporate tree-cutter. 

Just a little hard-nosed research shows that, far 
from being a friend to fish, water and tree, Cham- 
pion Paper is among the pernicious corps of their 
despoilers. Its chlorine bleaching process generates 
dioxins, furons and other ecologically insidious 
toxins that invariably make it past inadequate 
wastewater treatment facilities into the Missis- 
sippi. The casualties include fish and other aquatic 
organisms in the vicinity of the rusty pipe that 
ceaselessly dumps toxic waste. How can Champion 
employ salubrious adjectives like rich, breathing 
and diversity (the cherished vocabulary of envi- 
ronmentalists) in a description of the ecosystem its 
chlorine is destroying? Its true goal is to continue 
to generate profits: $1,919,900,000 in profits over 
the last decade, placing Champion in the ranks of 
the Fortune 500. 

I tried to ignore all the dirty facts along the 
pristine stretches of the upper river that precede 
the dam, however, the anticipation of that initial 
encounter with smokestacks over 
the tree line, looming like outposts 
of the forest's plunderers, was so 
strong and unrelenting I began to 
have trouble enjoying my woodsy 
surroundings. I even thought I 
could smell something not quite 
natural and wholesome, some air- 
borne synthetic smell seeping in 
through my nostrils. 

What we were approaching 
downriver was no secret to me. I was 
trying to take it all in before it ended: 
the last fleeting moment of 
unharassed river embellished only 
by nature's jewels. Soon enough, the 
fears of my apprehension, the ad- 
vent of industry, promising the river's 
quick ruination, asserted themselves. 

"Do you smell that?" Carlos asked me, twitching 
his nose. 

I inhaled deeply, though it wasn't necessary. 
The foreign odor was by now sufficiently strong. 
"Yeah, I do. It's gotta be some factory we're 
coming up on." 

"It fuckin' reeks," he replied, contorting his face 
into a sour grimace. 

The scent could be categorized as neither fra- 
grance nor aroma but only as a noxious, malodor- 
ous funk we had canoed into. Our only recourse 
was a defensive gag, coughed up in disgust. We 



quickly accelerated in hopes of losing the bad air. 

One minute we were in the thick of it, holding our 
breath and paddling quickly, and the next, we were 
thankfully removed. Soon enough, it was solid, un- 
avoidable, inescapable, having matriculated into the 
fabric of the place, adhering like a thick, invisible, 
putrid cream to the bark of trees and settling upon 
the verdant green marsh like a rank, sticky vapor. A 
strange smell, it couldn't have been welcomed by the 
native creatures. In fact, the cottonwoods across the 
way seemed to peculiarly shiver and shake, as though 
in an effort to uproot themselves, trod off and trans- 
plant their trunks elsewhere. It was a rancid, foul 
chemical excreta that had taken up residence in a 
place where normally one would be stroked with the 
wafting, mingling scents of pine, daisy and rich, 
moist earth. 

Coming around a bend in the river, first one, then 
another smokestack appeared, as though out of a bad 
dream where they build factories in forests. Gray 
billows of smoke were released from their crowns. 
The sight was preceded by the smell and succeeded 
by the calibrated rhythm of machinery marching out 
a mechanical tune. I just wanted to get the hell away 
from it, but first we had to run its gauntlet. 

Just one of 1 1 paper mills owned and operated by 
Champion in the US, the mill receives its power from 
a hydroelectric dam, also owned and operated by 
Champion. Marx would be appalled: a company that 
not only controls the means of production but like- 
wise the energy source to power it. 

We had to portage around the cement dam and 
walk behind a fence posted with odiously familiar 
signs ordering us not to trespass under penalty of 
law. With the canoe up on our shoulders, we paused 
to observe. Through the gaps in the chain-link fence, 
we watched as the Mississippi cascaded through 
confining hydroelectric cement chambers, over steel 
doors and, at last, into its own homely earthen 
riverbed. A two-foot-tall pipe emerging mysteriously 
from the river bank spewed polluted, chlorinated 
cream into the river. 

In the city, one is desensitized by the ubiquitous 
signs and citadels of industry. But there, in the woods, 
where its stations stick out like sore thumbs or lepers, 
one can recognize with immediate, acute repugnance 
the offensive nature assumed by industry. 

Continuing south, we approached a steadily in- 
creasing succession of more dams, mills and facto- 
ries. We followed the river's windy route, realizing 
with rueful scorn that the Mississippi was a bit 
weaker, somewhat diminished and partly robbed of 
its vigor and stamina. From there it becomes the Rust 
Belt's "cesspool," forms the "Cancer Corridor" of 
Louisiana and dumps out effetely and with little left 
of its original self into the Gulf of Mexico, where it 
can finally lose itself forever. But at least in northern 
Minnesota, there's a pocket of a river's dignity. Near 
its source, it's still a thing of untarnished beauty. Let 
it not diminish. 

To brows Champion's website go to 
www.championpaper.com/acreage/acrinf.html. 



Big smoke on 'Ole Miss 




SANTA BAPBAPA 

EARTH FIRST! 


UNCOMPROMISING NONVIOLENT RESISTANCE IN DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH! 



Introducing Santa Barbara Earth First!: Central California's Gaviota Coastline 
A Call for Action and Revolution! Threatened by Rampant Development 


“GIANT OIL SLICK SPREADING IN SANTA BARBARA CHANNEL,” the head- 
lines shouted on January 29, 1969. An Unocal oil well off the Santa Barbara 
coast had cracked, creating a 3 million gallon layer of sludge that smothered 
20 miles of coastline and stretched 40 miles out to sea. Thousands of angry 
residents demanded immediate action, and the emergence of similar environ- 
mental crises across the globe revealed the urgency of rediscovering human- 
kind’s natural roots. Overnight, Santa Barbara received international attention 
and became the birthplace of today’s mainstream environmental movement. 

Today, 3 decades later, our beachside community along the 
Central California coast is threatened by yet another crisis, one that 
is far more complex and fundamental than a 
single oil spill. Many people are again 
demanding immediate action. And with the 
arrival of the Earth FirstI movement to Santa 
Barbara, our bioregion once again has the 
potential to become the birthplace of a radi 
cally different environmental consciousness. 

The Crisis 

We are witnessing the loss of at least 
30,000 species per year worldwide; the 100 
plus endangered and threatened species that 
occur along California’s Central Coast may 
await a similar fate. While our politicians 
dismantle our nation’s environmental laws in 
the name of Corporate America, oil 
companies, developers, and corporate 
agriculture are converting Santa Bar- 





bara into a toxic, concrete-dominated, 
monoculture moonscape. Nature is 
succumbing to multinational con- 
glomerates that spread their diseases Tens of thousands of ancient oaks, like this Valley Oak (Quercus lobata ), are threatened 

of consumerism and dominance in by rapidly-expanding corporate vineyards in Santa Barbara County. Over 2,000 oaks 

their quest to maximize profits. And have recently been clearcut in the Los Alamos Valley alone, 
humanity’s over-reliance on technol- 
ogy has resulted in the mechanization of thought, labor, and natural processes. 

The Revolution Solution! 

Amidst the destruction, optimism must and does remain within many spir- 
ited activists. Historically, such crises have planted the seeds of resistance and 
revolution within the thoughts and actions of those who accept the responsi- 
bility to empower themselves. Now, again, the time is ripe for revolution! 

see REVOLUTION! on back page 

Massive Creek Pollution Closes Beaches 

Recent testing has revealed widespread pollution at Santa Barbara’s world- 
renowned beaches. Extremely unsafe bacteria levels that exceed all state stan- 
dards have been identified at Rincon, Carpinteria State, East Beach at both 
Mission and Sycamore Creeks, Arroyo Quemada, and Jalama beaches in the 
summer months alone. These beaches have been closed until further notice. 

Advisory warnings have been posted at 6 other area beaches where water 
testing has indicated the presence of elevated levels of bacteria. Only 16 
beaches are tested for bacteria in the County, demonstrating the widespread 
pollution of creeks and beaches in this tourism-dependent town. 

While county officials have begun their Watershed Characterization Study, 
in which only 4 area creeks will be tested only 4 times per year, residents are 
becoming increasingly outraged at ongoing beach closures. Nearly 200 ac- 
tivists rallied outside the County Administration building in August to re- 
nounce the inaction of the Board of Supervisors. 

Earth First! and a coalition of other environmental groups advocate the 
prompt identification and immediate shutdown of all major pollution sources. 


The Gaviota Coast begins just north of Point Conception, and extends 40 
miles south near the small community of Ellwood. Here, towering coastal 
bluffs rise from the pounding Pacific surf and offer spectacular views of the 
five distant Channel Islands. Pristine grasslands on the coastal plain quickly 
give way to the steep, chaparral slopes of the Santa Ynez Mountains. 

Developers, however, have other plans for this largest expanse of undevel- 
oped coastline in Santa Barbara County. A concrete cornucopia of golf courses, 
luxury hotels, and countless housing subdivisions threaten to transform this 
pristine coastline into yet another Los Angeles concrete and 
- asphalt mosaic. 

A rancher is claiming that a 1 7th century map 
permits the construction of 354 homes in the old 
township of Naples. Immediately down the coast, 
ARCO is preparing to construct 2 approved golf 
courses atop coastal bluffs that border a 
seal rookery. A 400-room luxury hotel is 
currently being constructed at Haskell’s 
Beach near Winchester Canyon. And 
Orange County developer Southwest Di- 
versified has sued county officials and 
the California Coastal Commission in its 
attempts to dump 154 luxury homes on 
top of rare native grasslands, wetlands, 
and the West Coast’s largest Monarch 
Butterfly overwintering site. 

With many of these projects 
’* already approved, the bulldozers 
are creeping up the Gaviota Coast 
right now! By placing your name 
on SBEFI’s “Beat the Bulldozers” 
uuercus /ooaraj, are mreaienea activist list (see back page), you 


iSWS 
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will be contacted to help stop the 
— ^ ''A dozer destruction. 
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Thousands of Ancient Oak Trees 
Clearcut for Corporate Vineyards 

Last November, industrial wine beast Kendall-Jackson (K-J) clearcut nearly 
900 ancient oak trees. The mangled branches and splintered trunks were then 
bulldozed into large bum piles to make way for K-J’s new 54 5 -acre, $10 mil- 
lion Camelot vineyard. The trees were cut from an expansive oak savannah 
and woodlands adjacent to Highway 101 in the Los Alamos Valley, approxi- 
mately 55 miles north of the city of Santa Barbara. 

Ironically, the clearcutting began just days after K-J hosted a workshop for 
wine industry representatives to discuss the voluntary protection of oak trees. 

The K-J clearcut is only one of many recent episodes of massive oak de- 
struction in Santa Barbara County. Over 2,000 ancient oak trees have been 
toppled from several vineyards in the Los Alamos Valley alone in the past 2 
years. In fact, vineyard expansion in the last 2 years has removed more oaks 
than has all commercial and residential development here in the last 10 years! 
Local experts now predict that the county’s vineyard acreage will triple in less 
than a decade, resulting in the additional loss of tens of thousands of oaks. 
Politics As Usual 

County officials maintained that K-J’s clearcut was legal. The Santa Bar- 
bara County Board of Supervisors discussed the K-J cleacutting incident in 
early December to calm local residents, many of whom witnessed the clearcut- 
ting firsthand. After hearing hours of public testimony that denounced the 
county’s lack of an oak tree protection ordinance, county officials vowed to 
work with the industry winos to draft voluntary guidelines. 

see OAKS on next page 


For many of os, perhaps for most of as, the wil- 
derness is as mud; our home, or a lot more so, 
t^an the wretched little stucco boxes, plywood 
apartments, and wadboard condominiums in which 
we are mostly confined by the insatiable de- 
mands of an overcrowded and ever-expanding 
industrial culture. And if the wilderness is our 
true l>ome, and if if is threatened With invasion, 
pillage and destrucfion-wljicb if certainly is- 
tt>en we have tl>e right to defend that home, as 
we would our private rooms* by whatever meanis 
are necessary, fidwari AM>ey 








Kendall-Jackson: Portrait of a Killer 

Kendall-Jackson (K-J) has a history of oak tree massacre and should be 
considered armed (with bulldozers, vineyard stakes, and payola) and extremely 
dangerous. K-J’s extensive criminal record includes oak clearing in Windsor, 
monstrous winery construction in Alexander Valley, and redwood logging in 
the Occidental Hills. Victims typically include elderly Valley, Blue, and Coast 
Live Oaks, but innocent young saplings have also been targeted. 

Headquartered in Sonoma County in Northern California, K-J is rarely seen 
and has the keen ability to descend upon the unsuspecting landscapes of dis- 
tant communities. The industry giant owns about 10,000 acres in California, 
as well as substantial holdings in Latin America and Europe. 

Front-man and co-conspirator Jess Jackson, whose current whereabouts 
are unkown, was a former trial lawyer for the wise use movement and has 
probably maintained connections with the notorious Pacific Legal Foundation. 

K-J has defended its recent slaughter of 900 oaks by claiming that it failed 
to kill the 8,000 oaks that still remain on the property. No oak is safe until this 
unremorseful, immoral, and relentless beast is finally brought to eco-justiceT 


OAKS (continued from front page) 

In February, the Supervisors considered several options for formal oak tree 
protection. The Supervisors’ staff recommended the adoption of an urgency 
ordinance that would provide immediate protection of oak trees. However, 
county agriculture officials opposed any regulation on all agricultural lands, 
and issued a demand to drop or postpone any decision on oak tree protection. 
The Santa Barbara County Farm Bureau admonished that “the rights of private 
property owners to use their property cannot be infringed upon by a few well 
meaning but misguided do-gooders.” Taking heed, the Schmoozervisors op- 
posed their own staffs recommendation, failed to enact any type of ordinance, 
and instead voted unanimously to initiate a “collaborative process” whereby 
agriculturalists and environmentalists would, you guessed it, compromise. 

Two months later, 50 vintners pledged to voluntarily plant 10 oaks for 
every one that is removed. Earth FirstI maintains that no oaks should be 
“removed” in the first place, and that their toothless voluntary guidelines pro- 
vide no mechanisms to protect oaks before they are cut down. 

Lawsuits and Initiatives 

Two milestones in oak tree protection were achieved in April. Coinciden- 
tally, the Board of Supervisors had nothing to do with either of them. 

Under the motto “No Good Wine From Dead Oaks,” a newly-formed coali- 
tion called the Alliance to Conserve Oak Resources Now (ACORN) announced 
their petition drive to place an oak protection measure on the November ballot. 
To qualify, the coalition of scientists, enviros, and a local organic vintner 
needed to collect 13,400 signatures in less than 3 months. While stopping 
short of a complete ban on oak tree removal, the initiative calls for no net loss 
of trees and would establish different degrees of protection for oaks depending 


on their width, height, and species. 

One week later, the usually-moderate Sierra Club filed a lawsuit against 
county Supervisors and K-J. The lawsuit alleged that the county’s issuance of a 
grading permit to K-J lacked an adequate evaluation of significant environ- 
mental impacts. County officials maintained the legality of the grading permit 
under which K-J’s oak clearcutting was executed. 

Supervisors Under the Influence of Bad Wine? 

The lawsuit and initiative drive infuriated county Supervisors, who praised 
the “success” of the collaborative process and warned that any voluntary 
guidelines would be jeopardized by the litigation and ballot measure. Nearly 6 
months after the K-J clearcutting of oak trees, and despite no action whatsoever 
taken on the part of county Supervisors to provide immediate oak tree protec- 
tion, Supervisor Tim Staffel profoundly claimed, “We’re off to a good start. We 
should continue with the collaborative process. It’s the way to go.” Fearing 
that a regulatory approach would prevent total oak annihilation, K-J green- 
washing lackey Jenny Williamson announced that K-J would be willing to 
provide some blood money to help keep the collaborative process alive. 

In June, ACORN announced their collection of 19,760 signatures in sup- 
port of the oak protection ballot measure. One month later, County Supervi- 
sors voted 3-2 to place a competing oak tree protection measure on the No- 
vember ballot. The measure was signed by only 6 farmers, ranchers, and vint- 
ners, and authored by developer attorney and property-rights advocate Susan 
Petrovich, who also happens to be defending K-J in the Sierra Club lawsuit. As 
proposed, the counter-initiative will actually dismantle current land use laws 
that afford minimal protection of oaks, and does not even prevent clearcutting. 
Update! 

At press time, the Supervisors continue rely on the establishment of volun- 
tary guidelines as County’s only means of oak tree protection. The lawsuit 
against K-J and the Supes is still awaiting trial. K-J continues to remove oaks 
from its vineyard site in Los Alamos, and reports of other large-scale oak clear- 
cuts in northern Santa Barbara County are awaiting confirmation. As the No- 
vember election nears, such reports are expected to increase as property 
owners engage in the massive destruction of oaks to avoid regulation if the 
ACORN measure passes. 

While Santa Barbara Earth FirstI supports the ACORN initiative, we stead- 
fastly maintain that NO oaks should be removed from anywhere over any 
amount of time, with extremely limited exceptions. In keeping with our un- 
compromising stance, we will continue to independently monitor the Santa 
Maria, Santa Ynez, and Los Alamos valleys, will report the illegal removal of 
oak trees to county officials, and will mobilize activists to place their bodies on 
the line to directly halt the further destruction of our oak landscape. Perhaps 
we will join K-J for a little afternoon wine tasting at its Cambria Winery in 
Santa Maria. And if K-J doesn’t remove their newly-planted grapevines and 
irrigation pipes in a prompt and orderly fashion, perhaps some brave midnight 
warriors will have to do it themselves, the old-fashioned way. 


Ecology, History, and Future of Santa Barbara Oaks 


Oak communities comprise California’s most biologically 
diverse ecosystems and cover more than 1/3 of the state. 
Their remarkable ability to resist fire, wind, drought, and dis- 
ease allows some California oaks to reach over 600 years of 
age, over 100 tall, and over 12 feet in trunk diameter. 

Oak Species 

Out of the 9 oak tree species that occur in California, the 
most common in Santa Barbara include Valley Oak, Coast Live 
Oak, and Blue Oak. The Coast Live Oak is unique among 
California oaks in its ability to survive along the coast. The 
Blue Oak typically occurs on the hot, dry foothills of interior 
valleys. The Valley Oak is the largest American oak and oc- 
cupies inland valleys and low foothills. Both Valley and Blue 
Oaks are restricted to California and found nowhere else. 

Native oaks provide shelter, nesting sites, travel corridors, 
and a reliable food source for thousands of animal species. In 
fact, oak acorn production ensures the survival of countless 
animals during the fall months, when other food sources are 
scarce and when many animals must put on fat for the winter. 

Oaks support over 5,000 insect species, including moths, 
butterflies, beetles, wasps, bees, ants, and millipedes. More 
than 80 reptile species reside in California oak communities, 
including lizards, salamanders, toads, frogs, and snakes. Over 

Los Alamos Valley Vineyards 



100 species of birds are found in oak ecosystems. And over 
60 mammalian species (one-third of California’s total mam- 
malian species) are dependent on oaks. 

Historical Decline 

Acorns were the primary food source for most Native 
Californians, and religious ceremonies preceeded each year’s 
crop. Lunar cycles were followed according to the ripening of 
acorns. Oaks were also revered as spiritual symbols sur- 
rounding birth, puberty, marriage, and death. In addition, 
oaks were important for trade, medicine, and dyes. 

Spanish explorer Juan Cabrillo noted in the 1 7th century 
that one could walk from Rincon Point (southern Santa Bar- 
bara) to Gaviota Point (65 miles west) without ever leaving 
the shade of an oak tree. By the early 1800s, however, oaks 
were being rapidly consumed as an energy source for the 
Spanish missions along California’s coast. Intensive farming 
and grazing began to decimate oak communities as well. 

By 1849, Gold Rush prospectors were toppling even more 
oaks to fuel locomotives. Large amounts of oak wood was also 
sent to L.A. or used for wagon construction, tools, or firewood. 
Millions of acres were cleared for farmland and flood control. 
By the turn of the century, 90% of California’s Valley Oak ri- 
parian forests had been destroyed. 

California’s human population exploded after the 1940s, 
during which time oaks declined precipitously from the in- 
tensive development of homes and related infrastructure. 
Since the 1970s, over 92,000 oak acres have been lost to de- 
velopment. 

Quit Yer Damned Wining! 

Agricultural clearing, spurred by the state’s burgeoning 
wine industry, now represents the single most consumptive 
use of California oak woodlands. Suitable land for wine grape 

see HISTORY on next page 
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TIBS INFORMATION IS BASED ON DATA FROM 1997 SANTA 
BARBARA COUNTY TAX ASSESSORS ROUS. MEMBERS® 
8NCRMAT10N FROM 7NE SANTA BARBARA COUNTY VINTNERS 
ASSOCIATION. AERIAL PHOTOGRAFW DATED JULY 1989 AND 
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NOTE: The identification and exact 
locations of these vineyards is not 
intended to encourage the strategic 
destruction of any equipment on site. 



AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH OF 
FIRESTONE'S CLEARCUT 
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MAP 
ID If 

GUILTY PARTIES 

ft OAKS 
CUT* 

1 

Kendall-Jackson 

1,651 

2 

Fess Parker 

230 

3 

Beringer Estates 

225 

4 

Firestone 

210 

5 

Sutter Home 

160 

6 

Premeire Partners 

122 

7 

Zaca Mesa 

105 

TOTAL 

2703 


* Aerial estimates from July 1989 through November 1997. 
source: SB County Planning & Development Department. 





















Wilderness, Incorporated? 

The U.S. Forest Service’s (USFS) Recreation Fee 
Demonstration Program (RFDP), currently being 
implemented in over 100 national forests, is impos- 
ing daily user fees on those who enter national 
forest lands. Hikers who have parked in Santa Bar- 
bara’s Los Padres National Forest without a $5 daily 
“Adventure Pass” have been fined over $100. 

The Adventure Pass is supported, lobbied for, 
and partially funded by the American Recreation 
Coalition, a consortium of over 100 wise-use in- 
dustry types, including manufacturers of motor 
boats, jet skis, RVs, motorcycles, ORVs, and snow- 
mobiles, as well as sporting equipment manufac- 
turers, campground concessionaires, the National 
Rifle Association, and the Walt Disney Company. 

Recent budget reductions, along with below- 
cost subsidies for logging, mining, and grazing, 
have sent the USFS scrambling for money. Support- 
ing the RFDP encourages future underfunding of 
the USFS. Boycott the Adventure Pass! 

H I STO RY ( continued from previous page) 

production is becoming increasingly scarce and costly in 
Napa and Sonoma counties in the heart of Northern 
California’s Wine Country. Large corporate wine pro- 
ducers are now descending upon the coastal valleys and 
foothills of Santa Barbara, where cheap land with excel- 
lent grape-growing conditions remains abundant. Here, 
widespread vineyard expansion in the Los Alamos, Santa 
Maria, and Santa Ynez Valleys has recently made wine 
the region’s leading agricultural commodity. Such an 
influx of out-of-town industrial vintners is beginning to 
jeopardize the future of local, organic vintners and Santa 
Barbara’s remaining oak communities. 

The Future of California Oaks 

By next century, it is estimated that an aditional 

244,000 oak woodland acres will be destroyed in Cali- 
fornia. Valley and Blue Oaks are experiencing a wide- 
spread lack of oak regeneration due to the introduction 
of non-native grasses, soil compaction and trampling 
from livestock, predator control, and fire suppresion. 

Oaks will continue to compete with farmers and de- 
velopers for prime valley and foothill lands, placing the 
future of these magnificent trees in question. But with 
Santa Barbara’s oaks already reduced to 58% of historic 
levels, one certainty remains: the removal of even one 
more oak will become increasingly difficult to justify. 
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Flood Control District Threatens Creeks 

The county’s Flood Control District has released its 
annual “maintenance plan” that calls for the clear- 
ing of miles of creek vegetation. The District has 
also proposed the damning of Montecito Creek to 
prevent the downstream accumulation of storm 
debris. Earth First! will continue to monitor District 
activities and, when necessary, halt their continued 
destruction and imprisonment of local creeks. 

Free the Santa Ynez River! 

Santa Ynez River historically supported southern 
California’s largest steelhead run, with as many as 

30.000 fish making their annual upstream migra- 
tion to spawn in the river’s tributaries. The con- 
struction of Bradbury Dam in the mid- 1900s re- 
stricted access to spawning areas and reduced the 
steelhead population to its current size of 200 fish. 
While farmers, water agencies, and enviros debate 
the best way to transport fish around the dam, Earth 
First! calls for complete removal of the dam, resto- 
ration of the submerged valleys, and widespread 
water conservation to compensate for the loss of the 
Cachuma Reservoir water supply. 

Santa Maria Mining Equipment Sabotaged! 

The Kaiser Sand and Gravel Company, which con- 
ducts extensive mining operations in the Sisquoc 
River near Santa Maria, discovered that someone 
poured sand into the transmissions of 6 pieces of 
heavy equipment, destroying the machines’ engines 
and causing $250,000 damage. Company officials 
insisted that it was not the work of an amateur. 
Unocal Trashes Central California Coast 
Unocal admitted to leaking 8.5 million gallons of 
diluent for almost 4 decades at its Guadalupe Dunes 
oil operations just north of the Santa Barbara County 
line. The diluent has contaminated the Santa Maria 
River and threatens 18 species of endangered dune 
plants and more than 200 bird species. In nearby 
Avila Beach, Unocal pipelines have tainted over 

100.000 cubic yards of soil. 

UCSB Housing & the Isla Vista Seawall 
A proposal by beach-front property owners along 
Del Playa Drive in the college community of Isla 
Vista have proposed the construction of a 14 -foot 
tall, 1 mile long seawall to protect their homes from 
continued beach erosion. The seawall would restrict 
beach access, erode the beach, and look really ugly. 


SB Endangered Species 

At least 27 animal and 30 plant species in Santa 
Barbara County and the nearby Channel Islands are 
classified as endangered, threatened, or rare, or pro- 
posed as such, by state and federal wildlife agencies. 
This dramatic loss of biodiversity has primarily resulted 
from loss of habitat due to intensive agricultural, resi- 
dential, and commercial development; livestock over- 
grazing; the introduction of aggressive non-native 
species; and the use of DDT and other toxic pesticides. 

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service (FWS) is mandated by 
the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) to conserve and restore 
species and habitats using only 
the best scientific data. How- 
ever, FWS more often bases its 
decisions on political consid- 
erations. The agency’s most re- 
cent political experiment with 
biodiversity is a proposal to 
prematurely remove 3 Santa 
Steelhead Trout Barbara species, including the 

(Oncorhynchus mykiss) Peregrine Falcon, Tidewater 

Goby, and Island Night Lizard, 
from the endangered species list. 

The FWS maintains that these species have recov- 
ered to levels that no longer require legal protection 
under the ESA. Yet California’s American Peregrine 
Falcon population barely exceeds 100 birds, and the 
state’s top 5 Tidewater Goby experts are adamantly op- 
posed to the delisting of the Tidewater Goby. 

Recently, the ESA has come under increasing attack 
from farmers, developers, industry, and some large 
property owners who claim that the law’s overly- 
restrictive provisions fail to provide for the successful 
recovery of endangered species. Could the FWS be 
staging the “recovery” of these 3 species in an attempt 
to falsely prove the questionable success of the ESA? 

With the FWS’s premature delisting proposal, and 
with an increasing number of species in Santa Barbara 
and elsewhere becoming eligible for endangered spe- 
cies listing, Santa Barbara Earth First! supports the 
strengthening of the ESA to prohibit any action that 
harms even one more endangered species. 





The No-Compromise 
Environmental Movement 

Since its emergence in the 1960s, modem 
environmentalism has made great achievements. 
Yet many activists have begun to question the 
legitimacy, tactics, and goals of today’s movement. 
Earth First! is leading the call for a stronger, radi- 
cally different environmental revolution. 

The Problem 

Mainstream environmentalism has become 
increasingly entangled in politics and interest- 
group compromises. Over-reliance on technical 
quick-fixes and short-term public policy issues 
fails to address the underlying assumptions of 


Direct Action Gets the Goods! 

We believe that the situation we face is so serious, and the changes demanded by it so massive, that 
the only solution is for people to take the future into their own hands and physically halt the destruction 
of the natural world. By advocating and practicing direct action, EFT seeks to achieve its ends through 
the most direct and immediately effective means. This sometimes requires lawful demonstrations, ral- 
lies, or street theater. When left with no other legal options, we will take the law into our own hands 
through civil disobedience. This involves the physical occupation of corporate or agency headquarters, 
banner hangings, road blockades, human lockdowns to bulldozers and other destruction equipment, 
and tree-sits. Whether lawful or unlawful, our actions always adhere to the principles of non-violence. 

Deep Ecology: Cultivating an Ecological Consciousness 

“We believe that we may not need something new, but need to reawaken something very old, to reawaken our understanding of 
Earth wisdom. In the broadest sense, we need to accept the invitation to the dance— the dance of unity of humans, plants, ani- 
mals, the Earth. We need to cultivate an ecological consciousness. ” —Bill Devall & George Sessions 


economic growth and consumer capitalism. 
Grassroots community organizing is threatened 
by the expanding bureaucratic and hierarchical 
structure of mainstream groups with national 
headquarters, regional offices, boards of directors, 
and over-paid officers. And the movement is be- 
coming co-opted by the very corporations that are 
responsible for today’s environmental crisis. 

The Solution 

Earth First! was founded in 1979 in response 
to this lethargic, compromising, and increasingly 
corporate environmentalism. With its motto of 
“No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth!,” 
EF! became the sole advocate of direct action and 
non-violent civil disobedience to defend our re- 
maining wild places. 

Earth First! is not a membership organization; 
ratner, we are an activist movement. We have no 
central headquarters, but instead consist of 
tightly-knit, autonomous local groups from over 
one dozen countries. We have no decision- 
making boards or paid officers; our decisions are 
only reached through consensus, and activists are 
encouraged to attain their own leadership poten- 


Working within the confines of the conven- 
tional political system to solve our continuing 
environmental crisis often delivers short-term 
victories. However, such a “shallow” strategy in- 
evitably fails to address the underlying cultural 
and philosophical causes of our environmental 
destruction. Earth First! leads a growing alliance 
of activists calling for “deeper” change. 

The distinction between Shallow and Deep 
Ecology was introduced in 1973 by Norwegian 
philosopher Arne Naess. Shallow Ecology is only 
concerned with the environmental crisis and its 
immediate effects on human health and affluence. 
Deep Ecology, on the other hand, rejects such an 
anthropocentric approach and instead focuses on 
individual and cultural transformation through 
the “cultivation of an ecological consciousness.” 

Deep Ecology challenges us to develop an al- 
ternative holistic philosophy to replace the domi- 
nant worldview that is responsible for our current 
crisis. We need to expand our awareness of the 
actuality and interconnectedness of rocks, wolves, 
trees, and rivers. And we need to act from clear 
principles. Devall and Sessions have suggested 


human Life on Earth have value in themselves. These 
values are independent of the usefulness of the non- 
human world for human purposes; 

• Richness and diversity of life forms contribute to the 
realization of these values and are values in themselves; 

• Humans have no right to reduce this richness and di- 
versity except to satisfy vital needs; 

• The flourishing of human life and cultures is com- 

patible with a substantial decrease of the human 
population. The flourishing of non-hurftan life re- 
quires such a decrease; i 

• Human interference with the non -human world is 
excessive, and the situation is rapidly worsening; 

• Policies must therefore be changed. These policies 
affect basic economic, technological, and ideological 
structures. The resulting state of affairs will be deeply 
different from the present; 

• The ideological change is mainly that of appreciating 
life quality rather than adhering to an increasingly 
higher standard of living. There will be a profound 
awareness of the difference between big and great; and 

• Those who subscribe to the foregoing points have an 
obligation directly or indirectly to try to implement the 
necessary changes. 

Earth FirstT encourages people to elaborate 
their own Deep Ecological principles, clarify key 


tial. We act from clear, Deep Ecological princi 
pies, and we NEVER compromise! 


the following Deep Ecological principles: 

• The well-being and flourishing of human and non- 


concepts, and realize the consequences of acting 
from such principles. 
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REVOLUTION (continued from front page) 
Our Local Movement 

Last year, local activists gathered to discuss the 
arrival of the Earth FirstT movement to Santa Bar- 
bara. Since then, we have received tremendous 
support from the local environmental community 
and are currently launching our first intensive 
direct action campaign to defend Santa Barbara’s 
last remaining wildlands. 

We are actively monitoring the status of sev- 
eral looming threats to our local ecosystems, and 

Monkeywrenching Anyone? 

Monkeywrenching is the purposeful disman- 
tling or disabling of objects used in environmen- 
tally-destructive practices at a specific site. 

When all other tactics have failed, monkey- 
wrenching represents the final step in the defense 
of the wild. Typical examples include pulling up 
survey stakes, decommissioning bulldozers, and 
altering or removing billboards. Specific targets 
are always deliberately chosen for their strategic 
value. Monkeywrenching is nonviolent and never 
directed against humans or other beings. 

While Earth First! neither condones nor con- 
demns monkeywrenching, we do encourage 
thoughtful discourse on the effectiveness and 
morality of such tactics. 

Non-Violence Code 

• Our attitude is one of openness, friendliness, and 
respect toward all people and our environment. 

• We will use no violence, verbal or physical, to- 
ward any being. 

• We will not condone the indiscriminate and 
senseless destruction of property. 

• We will not carry or use firearms, explosives, or 
other weapons. 

• We will not carry or use alcohol or drugs, other 
than for medical purposes, during actions. 


are prepared to rapidly and effectively mobilize 
activists wherever and whenever necessary. Our 
activist training workshops empower the com- 
munity and provide a forum to discuss tactics. 
And there’s always that good ol’ civil disobedi- 
ence, where we directly and non-violently halt 
Earth destruction at its source. 


What YOU Can Do 

Send us your completed statement of support (see 
below) and we will contact you for direct action 
alerts. In the meantime, organize an affinity 
group of close friends, throw a monkeywrench 
into the system, never compromise, and most im- 
portantly, don’t get caught! Earth First! 


SUPPORT THE 


DEFENSE 


OF SANTA BARBARA'S WILDLANDS! 

yES! I SIAPPORLT THE VISION OF THE SANTA BARBARA BA-R.TH FIRST! MOVEMENT. 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 


STATE. 


PHONE 


□ I WILL- TAKE DIRECT ACTION TO DEFEND OUR. LOCAL ENVIRONMENT AND WOULD LIKE 
My NAME PLACED ON SBEFl'S "BEAT THE BW.LCDOZLERS" ACTIVIST CONTACT LIST. 

□ I WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE SBEFl'S INFORMATIVE <2KARTERLy NEWSLETTER. 

□ I WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO SBEF!: 

Dfi o Qfso 0450 □. fioo Of other 

□s U.PP lies (Contact SBEF! for our current "wish List" of sup-plies that are needed for actions..) 
□services (Art, music, § other skills always needed! Describe any services you can -provide.) 

□ WH-ERE/H-OW DID you. HEAR ABOUT SBEF!? 


■ PLease mail this statement of support a rut any donations' to the address Listed beLow. cheeps c.an be made payable to .s anta 
b-arbara Earth First!. Our list of supporters, contributors, and 'B.eat the SuLLdozers ’ activist contact List are pept conf-dentiai. 

| SANTA BAPBAPA EAPTH FIPST! PO BOX 12799 SANTA BAPBAPA. CA 93107 


i donations' to the address Listed beLow. cheeps can be made payable to .s anta 
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On the Frontlines of the Found. 8- Creamy Revolution 


"Precisely because I do not have the beautiful words I 
need I call upon my acts to speak to you. " 

— Nicaraguan Sandinista Daisy Zamora 

Pies fly when you're having fun, and the militant 
anarchist bakers involved in the current pastry 
uprising have sure been having lots of fun lately! 

Only two days after the publication of the last 
(Yule) edition of the Earth First! Journal, which 
carried a lengthy story on the Biotic Baking Brigade 
(BBB), a Cascadian branch of the illustrious 
brigadistas struck right in the Earth First! 
Journal's backyard! 

It was Eugene, Oregon's very own 
pepper-spray-promoting mayor, Jim 
Torrey, who received the pastry 
treatment while presiding over a public 
relations event on the 50th 
anniversary of the 
United Nations 
Universal 
Declaration of 
Human Rights 
(which the US has 
signed but never ratified 
nor observed). In a 
communique claiming 
responsibility for 
delivering Torrey his 
just desserts, the 
Cascadian BBB said 
they felt it was the 
epitome of hypocrisy 
for this privileged bully to 
pass out humanitarian 
actions awards, no matter 
how worthy the recipients were, after 
personally presiding over the June 1st Tree Massacre 
where police used massive amounts of tear gas and 
pepper spray on nonviolent activists during an 
action to protect designated Heritage Trees. 

Agents Cowpie and Cherry-Rhubarb Tart, armed 
with two tasty homemade, organic apple pies, 
delivered the tribute and retreated without 
hindrance. Alas, Cowpie was apprehended the next 
day, and Torrey, lacking a sense of humor as well as 
a respect for human rights, chose to press charges. 
Agent Cherry-Rhubarb Tart managed to elude the 
authorities and remains underground in Cascadia, 
vowing, "They won't take me alive!" 

Soon after the BBB struck in Oregon, another act 
of delicious mischief occurred in the city of Leiden, 
Holland. The Activist Group Against Authoritarian 
Anti-Revolutionary People (TAART) claimed 
responsibility. The target was Frits Bolkestein, former 
leader of the right-wing WD party, who had just 
begun a public address when he received a tasteful 
vanilla-banana pie (vegan as well as organic) in his 
puffy face. A subsequent communique revealed that 


TAART's motive was to protest free market 
fundamentalism and neoliberalism, adding, "Who's 
sweet gets sweets, who's not gets a 
pie. Bolkestein seems a good 
speaker and an ^ 

untouchable person, 
but when you 
see him picking 
whipped 
cream 

w-v 









f , om 
his nose he 
appears just as 
vulnerable as anyone else. 
There are other people 
responsible for the neoliberal crap on 
this earth. They too can count on a present 
from TAART." 

The next battle in the round and creamy 
revolution occurred a few days later in England. 
The chairman of British Aerospace, Sir Richard 
Evans, was lecturing on business and marketing 
strategy at South London University when he was 
approached by a smartly dressed gentleman armed 
with a paper plate and a pressurized can of whipped 
cream. But Sir Richard's enormous bodyguards 
were swift to act and the phantom flan-flinger was 
forcibly removed from the building after a brief 
struggle. Politically aware infiltrators in the 
audience, however, managed to continue to disrupt 
Sir Richard's speech. Several members of the 
audience walked out in disgust after listening to 
hecklers describe how British Aerospace is a major 
supplier of the sophisticated killing machines the 
Indonesian military has used to murder thousands 
of East Timorese men, women and children. The 
hypocritical quote of that day came from Sir Richard 
when he announced, "I believe our industry has 
made an enormous contribution to world peace." 

As promised, the folks from TAART were soon on 
the move again in Holland. This time the target 
was Dutch finance minister, Gerrit Zalm, who 
received two delicious vanilla-banana pies (100 
percent organic) in his face to celebrate his 
contribution to the introduction of the Euro 


currency and his support of the Economic and 
Monetary Union project. 

TAART maintains the proj ect is just another excuse 
for politicians and the corporate world to annoy the 
Europeans with budget-cuts and reorganizations. 
Calling the Euro "the next in a series of 
megalomaniacal plans, thought out by Euro-fanatics 
who only think in terms of economic growth, ideal 
circumstances for companies and the competing 
power of the European Union," TAART says they 
oppose a unified Europe in which monetary and 
economic interests prevail. 

Soon after the Dutch hit, activity resumed on 
this side of the Atlantic with reports that the 
Canadian pieing movement, 
Les Entartistes, had 
successfully delivered 
tasty comeuppances to 
the mayor of 
Montreal and four 
others, including the 
American actor Sylvester 
Stallone! Tartagnon, a Les Entartistes 
operative wrote, "Here in the province of 
Quebec, the pieing is getting contagious. Students 
are pieing teachers, we've seen contests on TV. After 
our second pieing, Canadian Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien was quoted in a major paper saying, 'It's a 
great honor for anyone to get pied,' and we now use 
that quote to protect us from being arrested." 

Famous for pieing notable unaccountables like 
Nobel Laureate economist Milton Friedman, king of 
Monsanto Robert Shapiro and San Francisco Mayor 
Willie Brown, the BBB has generated a media frenzy. 
News articles covering the brigade's acts of delicious 
mischief have appeared across the globe in every 
major newspaper, from the New York Times to the 
Turkish Daily News. 

However, BBB agents proved they were no media 
sluts when they joined a growing number of 
prominent public figures, including death row 
inmate and political activist Mumia Abu-Jamal, in 
rejecting interviews with the American television 
conglomerate ABC. The National Association of 
Broadcast Employees and Technicians had been 
negotiating a new contract with ABC News, a unit of 
the Walt Disney Company, for almost two years. 
Citing the labor dispute between the corporation 
and its workers, BBB operatives declined an invitation 
to appear on ABC's Good Morning America program . 

The Journal salutes the pie 'em all and let God sort 
'em anarchist attitude and wickedly savory sense of 
humor shown by all the visionary social activists 
who have turned to whipped cream to make their 
political points. May they have continued success in 
holding the moral pie ground. As our delicious Agent 
Apple said recently in a warning to the rich, powerful 
and unaccountable figures the BBB targets, a warning 
that gets at the heart of the BBB's campaign of civil 
disobedience, "There's an oven in every home!" 

— compie'ld by TK 


FISHER FAMILY'S ETHICS CAP 


by Faith Rubenstein 

A dead redwood is probably the last thing you would expect to see in one of 
the thousands of GAP, Old Navy or Banana Republic stores owned by the Fisher 
family of San Francisco, but if you make it to Mendocino County, California, 
stumps by GAP are exactly what you will find. 

The Fisher family has purchased approximately 235,000 acres of second- and 
third-growth redwood forest and several mills from Louisiana Pacific (LP). 
Sadly, they have continued logging right where LP left off, targeting the few 
remaining stands of old growth. In September, the Sierra Club, Redwood Coast 
Watersheds Alliance and the Kaisen Gulch Group met with John Fisher, son of 
GAP founder, Donald Fisher. When the Kaisen Gulch group recommended 
protecting a small patch of old growth bordering the Albion River, Fisher 
responded in typical Chief Executive Officer fashion, "Who's going to pay for 
it?" With the GAP empire worth more than $11 billion, the answer to that 
question should be obvious. 

Unfortunately, the GAP's environmentally abusive nature doesn't end when 
the old giants fall. In true LP style, the Fisher family's timber company sprays 
clearcut areas with Garlon, a herbicide closely related to Agent Orange, a well- 
known carcinogen. 

The GAP isn't being attacked only by environmentalists; labor activists are 
hot on its trail as well. The organizers of the GAP redwood picket teamed up 


with the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) to 
bash GAP for its foreign sweatshop operations. GAP 
workers in several foreign nations put in 14-hour 
days, seven days a week, for a fraction of what US 
workers make. In March 1997, Carmelite Alonzo, a 
sewing machine operator for VT Fashions in the 
Philippines, was killed by sweatshop working con- 
ditions. VT Fashions contracts to transnationals 
such as Head, Guess, Eddie Bauer, Ralph Lauren 
and the GAP. Carmelita worked compulsory 14- 
hour days, with eight hours forced overtime on 
Sundays for $5.96 per day. 

On November 27, National Buy Nothing Day, a 
nationwide network of groups threw another 
wrench into GAP's balancing act. On the busiest 
shopping day of the year, more than 45 groups held 
actions at GAP stores throughout the United States. 

The coalition has called for a worldwide boycott of all GAP, Old Navy, Banana 



herbicides and faces up to its obscene labor practices. For more information 
contact the GAP Redwood Boycott Campaign, POB 9G, Elk, CA $5432; (707) 
877-3405; pirohuck@mcn.org; www.eIksoft.com/gwa or www.gapsucks.org. 
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Conservationists Buy One 
Percent of Maine 

1 85,000 acres Of remote wilderness 
in far northern Maine, nearly one per- 
cent of the state, will be purchased 
from a paper company and kept unde- 
veloped and open forever thanks to 
the Nature Conservancy. 

The 286-square miles of unbroken 
forest include a 40-mile stretch of the 
Upper St. John River in Maine's far 
northwestern corner, an area heavily 
populated by moose and bear. It has 
one of the highest concentrations of 
rare plants in the state. 

The Upper St. John is "the premier 
wilderness river in the Northeast, " said 
Kent Wommack, executive director of 
the Nature Conservancy in Maine. 
"When we asked ourselves how we 
can afford this, we then asked our- 
selves, 'How can we afford not to?'" 

The group's $35.1 million purchase 
from International Paper Co. comes 
less than a week after a $76 million 
deal for the purchase of nearly 300,000 
acres of forest land in New York, Ver- 
mont and New Hampshire, with the 
land preserved or forested and kept 
open to the public. 

The deal comes amid growing wor- 
ries about the recent sales of large 
blocks of Maine. Nearly 15 percent of 
the state's land has been sold in the 
last three months, largely to timber 
and paper companies, said Wommack. 
Maine is the nation's most heavily 
wooded state, with nearly 90 percent 
of it covered by forest. 


Poland Expands Bialowieza 
National Park 

Starting in December 1999, 
Bialowieza National Park, the famous 
Polish park that encompasses the last 
primeval forest in all of Europe, will be 
six times its current size. As part of the 
most recent budget, the government 
of Poland allowedfor a December 1999 
enlargement of the area within the 
boundaries of Bialowieza from 105 
square kilometers to 600 square kilo- 
meters. The enlargement will catapult 
Bialowieza from among the smaller to 
the largest national park in Poland. 
This inclusion of park expansion in 
the state budget is the latest positive 
result in a several-year struggle by 
Polish environmental organizations 
to protect Bialowieza, a primeval for- 
est old enough to support large mam- 
mals such as wolf, wild boar and the 
huge European bison. 


Cyanide Mine Poisons 
Panama 

In September the Panamanian gov- 
ernment closed a Canadian-owned 
mine operating in Canazas. A govern- 
ment authority called the open pit 
mine's presence within the town, "un- 
precedented and unpardonable," and 
indeed, it is the only case of its kind in 
the world. Children from the town's 
secondary school had complained that 
the cyanide runoff passes behind the 
school dormitory, causing them to 
wake up dizzy, with vision problems, 
pain and irritation in their throats 
and lungs, as well as skin problems 
that never heal. Panamanian Ombuds- 
man Italo Antinori was instrumental 
in closing the mine, saying after he 
visited the town, "All you have to do 
is stick out your tongue to taste cya- 
nide, and even after a few hours of 
being here, you get irritated on the 
parts of your body that sweat, from 
the acid in the chemicals in the air. It 
is inhuman to subject a town to such 


i LOG I STS REFUSE TO SELLOUT 

JBk The Fight For the Flycatcher 



iirys 


by Noah Greenwald 


While the Clinton administration 
heralds the success of the Endangered 
Species Act, a new class of citizens is 
turning away in disgust and bemoan- 
ing the lack of true species protection. 
This time the disaffected underclass 
isn't composed of revolutionary 
biocentrists, it's made up of the scien- 
tists charged with enforcing the En- 
dangered Species Act (ESA). US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) biolo- 
gists have begun leaving the agency, 
citing gross political machinations 
controlling endangered species listing 
decisions that are supposed to be made 
based on the best available science. 

The sad story of the Southwestern 
willow flycatcher showcases this sci- 
entific subversion. The flycatcher is 
one of America's most endangered 
songbirds. Its habitat — wet streamside 
forests found in the otherwise dry 
Southwestern US — has been decimated 
by a century of cattle grazing, dam- 
building and development and is now 
reduced to less than five percent of its 
original extent. Because of this cata- 
strophic habitat loss, there are less 
than 500 pairs of flycatchers in small, 
isolated populations scattered 
throughout the Southwest. At such 
low numbers and with habitat losses 
continuing, extinction is imminent. 

The USFWS has done little to protect 
flycatcher populations or r _^_ 
habitat. Indeed, the agency J. IH 
had to be sued twice before ff 
it listed the flycatcher as 
endangered in 1995 and a UC^O 
third time before it desig- 
nated critical habitat, which, for politi- 
cal reasons, excluded nearly half of all 
known populations. Since listing, the 
agency has allowed four critical popu- 
lations to be destroyed and authorized 
the sacrifice of nearly a quarter of the 
population, mostly against the advice 
of its own biologists. In fact, the agency 
has essentially refused to protect the 
flycatcher and allowed every destruc- 
tive project to continue unabated. 

Whether faced with a dam expan- 
sion, federal grazing allotment, hous- 
ing development or bridge, the USFWS, 
in every case, has refused to stop or 
alter projects to protect the flycatcher 
and its habitat. In total, the USFWS 
issued incidental take permits to kill 
flycatchers in over 120 territories. This 
systematic approval of habitat destruc- 
tion and forfeit of entire populations 
prompted one of the agency's own 
biologist to name the USFWS as an 
agent of extinction: "The Southwest- 
ern willow flycatcher is being 
piecemealed to extinction; the service 
is turning a blind eye to the aggregate 
effects of its own consultation process. 
This internal denial is as insidious as 
cowbird parasitism." 

The most catastrophic projects ap- 
proved by the agency have destroyed 
four of the six largest flycatcher popu- 
lations, all behind Army Corps of En- 
gineers and Bureau of Reclamation 
dams, including the Hoover, Roosevelt 
and Isabella. In each case, an agency 


biologist opposed the habitat de- 
struction and attempted to pro- 
su uiillou P ose alternatives to lessen the 
flycatcher severity of the impact to the fly- 
m . T f „ catcher but was overruled by su- 
^ i-i* periors who bowed to politic pres- 
sure. In the case of Isabella, the pres- 
sure came directly from the Clinton 
administration. 

ition The largest flycatcher population in 
jered California, one of only two popula- 
ns is tions that supports greater than 25 
oan- pairs with successful reproduction, is 
tion. found at the inflow of the South Fork of 

class the Kern River to Lake Isabella. It is one 
nary of numerous California reservoirs cre- 
cien- ated for the benefit of powerful 
; En- agribusiness. Because of its size, the 
Fish Kern population is absolutely critical 
iolo- to the long-term survival of the fly- 
:ncy, catcher. Despite this significance, the 
dons Army Corps of Engineers has been over- 
sting filling the reservoir for years, destroy- 
nade ing flycatcher nests and habitat to pro- 
ce. vide an ever increasing supply of water 

stern for agribusiness and development. In 
s sci- 1995, for example, four flycatcher nests 

er is were inundated by rising reservoir lev- 
ered els. Since the flycatcher was already 
iside listed as endangered, this was a clear 
dry violation of the Endangered Species 
iated Act. So, where was the USFWS, which is 
iam- charged with enforcing the ESA? 
now Numerous documents show that 
of its USFWS biologists thought lowering 
cata- reservoir levels to save habitat was 
less biologically necessary. Knowing this, 
nail, the Army Corps and the water lobby 
ered recruited Representative Calvin 

such Dooley (D-CA) to subvert the USFWS 

osses opposition. At the behest of powerful 
ent. agricultural interests, which contrib- 
otect uted $216,299 to his campaign, Rep- 


tal laws, the subsequent public outcry 
would cause their repeal. Therefore, 
we must never seriously enforce them. 
But what is the use of a law, even a 
popular one, if it's not enforced? 

Ironically, another Clinton appoin- 
tee, USFWS regional director Michael 
Spear, suggested the agency should 
"haze" flycatchers at Lake Isabella so 
they won't nest. In response, the 
biologist correctly pointed out that 
this would also violate the Endan- 
gered Species Act, which the agency 
is supposed to be enforcing. 

The USFWS biologist did as told but 
documented in the biological opinion 
that political negotiation, not biol- 
ogy, guided the decision: 

"Water management alternatives to 
avoid impacts to Southwestern willow 
flycatchers were not addressed after 
January 29, 1996, when representa- 
tives of the Department of Interior, the 
Corps and the Service made a public 
statement that such alternatives would 
not be considered for the 1996 water 
year with the understanding that the 
Service and the Corps would accept 
responsibility for any take of South- 
western willow flycatchers." As a re- 
sult, "The status of the southwestern 
willow flycatcher is expected to de- 
crease with time... extirpation from 
California is possible, even likely." 

In the end, the Army Corps was only 
required to protect 360 acres of habi- 
tat to mitigate the loss of nine fly- 
catcher pairs and up to 1,100 acres of 
native habitat. It eventually protected 
only 95 acres of the required 360, of 
which only a portion is riparian and 
all is grazed. Though its failure to 
complete the mitigation measures 


The USFWS biologist did as told but 
documented in the biological opinion that political 
negotiation, not biology, guided the decision... 


resentative Dooley wrote to Katie 
McGintie, head of President Clinton's 
Council on Environmental Quality, 
which oversees all federal environ- 
mental agencies, threatening a "con- 
troversy" over the Endangered Species 
Act. At the behest of McGintie, John 
Garamandi, assistant secretary of In- 
terior, ordered the USFWS to only con- 
sider alternatives that do not limit the 
reservoir size, thus sealing the fate of 
the Isabella flycatchers. 

But this game of say-so wasn't 
enough. In direct violation of the 
law, Garamandi organized meetings 
between the USFWS, Dooley, the 
Army Corps, and the Kern River Wa- 
ter Master and arranged for Dooley 
to review proposed measures to miti- 
gate the habitat destruction, which 
he consistently vetoed. Prior to the 
release of the biological opinion de- 
termining what action would be 
taken to protect the flycatcher, 
Garamandi and Dooley appeared 
together in a press conference an- 
nouncing there was "no problem" at 
Lake Isabella and "business as usual" 
could continue. 

A Garamandi memo to the biolo- 
gists in charge of the Isabella fiasco, in 
which he says, "the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act is more endangered than the 
flycatcher," is characteristic of the 
Clinton administration's ESA policy. 
The old argument goes: If we ever 
seriously tried to enforce environmen- 


should have prevented the Army Corps 
from continuing to flood habitat, the 
USFWS was too demoralized to even 
inform the Army Corps of its latest 
violation. Following the Isabella fi- 
asco, the biologist who authored the 
biological opinion voluntarily moved 
to a position that does not involve 
endangered species issues. 

At Lake Mead, the Fish and Wildlife 
biologist trying to protect the 
flycatcher was similarly bullied by 
powerful political interests. He quit. 
It's a pattern repeated too often across 
the West. 

Though USFWS's sole responsibility 
is the protection and enhancement of 
wildlife, increasingly politics guides 
its actions. Fish and Wildlife biolo- 
gists are leaving the agency in droves 
and those with integrity that stay are 
under constant pressure. When Clin- 
ton and Babbitt are through both the 
flycatcher and the good biologists in 
the agency will be extinct. 

For more information about saving 
the Southwestern willow flycatcher 
contact the Southwest Center for Bio- 
logical Diversity, POB 710, Tucson, 
Arizona 85702-0710; (520) 623-5252. 

For information about supporting 
honest biologists working for govern- 
ment agencies contact Leon Fager, Pub- 
lic Employees for Environmental Eth- 
ics, 2500 Chip Court, Rio Rancho, 
New Mexico 87124; (505) 891-1906; 
desertf@SWCP.com; www.peer.org. 
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Earth First! Journal 
RRReaders SURVEY 

Dear Reader, 

Never let it be said that the Journal isn't interested in hearing what all you 
Earth Firstlers think about your paper. Readers are always encouraged to express 
their opinion, and the letters to the editors section hasn't been called "Dear Shit 
fer Brains" all these years for nuthin'. Hey, thanks for sharing, everyone! 

At last June's Round River Rendezvous, the staff conducted a little proactive 
intelligence gathering on movement sentiment, and the results, presented 
below, are certainly informative. The current collective anticipates a lively 
debate about the Journal at the Organizers Conference, and we look forward to 
receiving your input. See ya in Mexico. 

Yours truly, for the wild and ready to duck, 

— Las Journalistas 


Number of respondents in bold. 

•Sex: male, 52; female, 16; none, 9 
•Age: 16-20, 10; 21-30, 34; 31-40, 

21; 41-50, 9; 51 or elder, 3 
•What type of human habitat do 
you inhabit? 
urban/city, 41 
suburbia, 6 

rural/farming community, 16 
"I live in the woods, man", 11 
neighborhood bar, 5 
•Do you have any children? 
yes, 9; no, 65 

•Highest level of industrial 
education endured: 
elementary, 1 
high school, 2 
some college, 18 
college grad, 19 
graduate work, 11 
professional school, 5 
Ph.D., 0 

self-enlightenment, 10 
•Annual income: less than $500, 7; 
$500-4,000, 16; $4,000-10,000, 17; 
$10,000-20,000, 9; $20,000-40,000, 

3; $40,000 or higher, 3 
•Are you active with a local EF! 
group? yes, 30; no, 23; kinda, 4 
•Have you ever been to an eco- 
action of any kind? yes, 53; no, 3 
•Have you ever been arrested 
during an eco-action, and are you 
willing to do it again? 
yes, 32; no, 14; no, but willing, 9 
•What environmental groups do 
you belong to? 

Greenpeace, 2; Sierra Club, 9; 
Audubon, 4; Sea Shepherd, 3; Nat/1 
Wildlife Federation, 0; The 
Wilderness Society, 0 
•What publications do you read? 
Wild Earth, 16; Earth Island Journal, 
11; High Country News, 10; Threshold, 
7; Inner Voice, 4; Forest Voice, 17; No 
Compromise, 17; Underground, 8; - 
Anarchy, 5; Fifth Estate, 5; Green 
Anarchist, 5; Do or Die, 10; LWOD, 
45; E Magazine, 4 
•How would you rate the 
performance of the current EF! 
Journal staff? 

excellent (inspiring, the best), 29 
good (I could do better), 21 
poor (my dog could do better), 0 
abysmal, out of control (take 'em 
out 'n shoot 'em), 0 
underpaid/overworked, 20 
•What material do you like best in 
the Journal! 
action articles, 30 
eco-political analysis, 1 7 
eco-philosophy, 16 
investigative reporting, 16 
artsy writing/poetry, 16 
monkey wrenching tips, 27 
backbiting- letters and infighting (be 
honest), 16 

•Do you think the content of the 
Journal is: too insidey, 20; too 
unclear, 8; just right, 20; depressing, 


7; empowering, 19 fi 
•Do you think it is appropriate 
for the Journal to report on 
armed eco-defense? yes, 53; no, 3 
•Would you support changing the 
format of the Journal to a 
magazine-style if it would boost 
circulation, i.e., the Journal to 
appear on the shelves of most 
corporate bookstore chains? 
yes, 34; no, If 

•Do you think the Journal should 
serve more as an information tool 
within the movement or as an 
outreach tool for the movement? 

<Vl . 

info, 6; outreach, 9; both, 35 
•Are you a subscriber to the EF! 
Journal ? yes, 23; no, 33 

Below are representative samples of the 
responses we received to the essay ques- 
tion: "What would you change about 
the Earth First! Journal ?" 

" Journal needs more sex, paganism, 
native/indigenous news/articles, 
practical info on squatting, hoboing, 
urban survival, making money to 
support actions and tribal lifestyle 
psychedelics — Terence McKenna, 
Native American church, etc., Futurism! 
visioning where we want to go and 
how to get there as in Starhawk's book, 
The Fifth Sacred Thing." 

"Always be broken up into bite-sized 
chunks. I wish there was more how-to 
information. Sometimes I think articles 
need more focus. I think the obvious 
EF! culture is present, but it does come 
across as cliquish. So I wish the diversity 
of the EF! movement was represented 
as not all of us are pagan hippies. I like 
the efforts to draw the animal rights 
and environmental movements 
together — I'd like to see more of that. I 
like how-to articles from knowledgeable 
and experienced people on strategy, 
tactics, logistics, etc. The more technical 
and detailed the articles are the better." 

"The EF! J used to have more bitingly 
funny articles (which at the same time 
were very informative). It'd be nice if we 
could get more of that. Also, the 
conservation biology stuff was (and is) 
very informative and gave me a lot of 
confidence and desire to act. It'd be nice 
to have more of that. And more deep 
ecology talk. I'd also like to see more 
respect for our history. Maybe a new 
feature "20 Years Ago Today" where an 
excerpt from the Journal edition 20 years 
ago is reprinted. Another possibility is a 
timeline, with the old Journal digested 
and presented in outline." 

"More news, less drivel. Better effort to 
cover the continent/world, less focus on 
western US. More timely coverage of 
news from the nether-regions (like in 
Virginia! Yo!), you persons do a great job. 
The Journal is really thick. I think it could 
be smaller and cheaper. I realize it would 
be difficult to cut stuff out, but we might 


start With Wolves antf Poodle's aficfput r 
some limits on Shit fer Brains — stuffs 
funny, but it ain't that funny six times 
a year. We might diversify our 
readership by covering more urban and 
social-enviro issues. Keep up the good 
work and thanks." 

" Keep the controversy alive; fruitcakes 
are always an impetus and inspiration. " 

"Unless one is familiar with each 
campaign, the action articles all sort 
of seem the same: 1) Something terrible 
is going on; 2) A small handful of 
people are putting themselves on the 
line; 3) The authorities are behaving 
badly; 4) Things look grim; 5) The 
reader feels despair. Otherwise, I 
appreciate the variety of articles, 
editorials and how-to stories." 

"More stuff about the UK actions and 
Australia cuzwe have lots to learn from 
them and their EF! movement. Expand 
the letters page, it's a good way to check 
us with the place folks are at. It's been 
good to see more open-mindedness about 
animal issues and direct action. 
Occasional ideas for fundraising. I 
appreciate how much y'all seem to work 
to get everyone's opinions. It's awesome 
that it's free for prisoners." 

"I am very happy to see an increase 
in the coverage of other issues, animal 
lib, Zapatista, etc. I hope it continues 
and grows. I am also pleased to see you 
are allowing those who might disagree 
with the nonviolence thing the space 
to air their opinions and beliefs. I 
certainly hope you would never not 
write about or cover an action/ 
happening related to the environment 
or animal lib simply because it could 
be characterized as violent. Whether 
you agree or not, these events are 
important to know about and write 
about. Overall, I think the Journal has 
been improving lately and is an 
excellent publication. Rock!" 

"Rid us of all the man-hating eco- 
feminist bullshit and vegetarian crap. 
Eat meat, fuck, eat meat, burn a dozer, 
spike a tree, eat meat." 

"I like the playful, non-self serious 
tone of the Journal. Gallows humor 
helps break the tension. Do not take it 
mainstream! The masses don't want to 
stop their denial and won't pay 
attention anyway. Mainstreaming it 
will kill the Journal and the movement. 
Remember, remember, Carl Pope, Dave 
Foreman and Adam W. Evil! Evil! Evil! 
Bring back John Muir's dream. Fight 
Chevrolet using Muir quotes to sell 
sports utility vehicles." 

"I think there should be more 
coverage of lots of small grassroots 
movements around the country — 
especially the ones that are not the 
most cutting-edge or innovative direct 
action techniques but have the same 
heartfelt commitment and inspiration 
that causes people at Headwaters and 
Cascadia to spend their lives defending 
forests. Maybe you don't get many 
articles about these campaigns — but 
could you solicit them?" 

"Solicit more writers/articles from 
outside the Northwest EF! clique. Like 
to see more on guerrilla action/training 
tactics, history and some successful 
tactics used by past guerrilla 
movements." 

"I know you folks bust your ass to get 
the Journal out and that you want to put 
out the best rag with your limited budget. 

I, for one, appreciate your efforts and 
look forward to the changes to come. 
I'm sure you may feel under-appreciated, 
but folks do care about the Journal and 
are glad it's around. Thank you so much 
for all your hard work." 
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Pepper Spray Kryptonite 

Though it may seem the cops in- 
creasingly use pepper spray in a cruel 
and inhumane manner to overcome 
passive resistance, activists can rest 
assured that the cops are developing 
new toys to limit their liability. 
"BodyGuard Rescue,” made by Phoe- 
nix-based Guardian Personal Security 
Products, claims to be a "pepper spray/ 
tear gas neutralizer and clean up agent." 
"BodyGuard Rescue is fast becoming 
the product of choice among govern- 
ment and police agencies throughout 
the world. Proven to work effectively... 
BodyGuard Rescue will minimize re- 
covery times, reducing your agencies 
exposure to liability." 

Plus, BodyGuard Rescue "can be 
used for field decontamination, less- 
ening the chance of infection from 
harmful and hazardous germs and 
viruses" — finally, a way to neutralize 
dirty hippies. 

To find out more about BodyGuard 
Rescue, contact the manufacturers at 
21639 North 14th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 
85027; (800) 527-4434. 

Police Gather Jean Prints 

Earth Firstlers take note: The FBI 
photograph unit has discovered that 
blue jeans can be used to identify 
criminals in much the same way as 
fingerprints. Blue jeans fade and wear 
in distinctive patterns, offering a sort 
of textile fingerprint far beyond just 
the length of inseam, body shape or 
distinctive marks imprinted by a wal- 
let or can of snuff. Already a bank 
robber in Spokane, Washington, has 
been convicted based on the unique 
features of his JC Penney jeans. Police 
couldn't positively place the robber at 
the scene of the crime but proved with 
video footage that his jeans were there. 

Fungicide Congress, Not 
Cannabis! 

The United States government is 
spending $23 million to develop a 
killer fungus to wipe out marijuana 
plants, a dangerous plan that could 
cause an environmental catastrophe 
according to some critics. The soil- 
borne fungus, a mycoherbicide, would 
attack and kill marijuana, poppy and 
coca plants. US officials say the fun- 
gus could be released in such South 
American countries as Colombia, Peru 
and Bolivia. Unfortunately, it would 
also constitute a biohazard that could 
have disastrous impacts on the target 
ecosystems. If it attacked other plants 
with similar alkaloids, it could wipe 
out crops like tobacco and coffee. 
Some say it might also cause plants to 
develop stronger chemical defenses 
against the fungus, which could mu- 
tate and spread to other plants, creat- 
ing herbicide-resistant weeds. 

McLibel Lives 

On January 12, the indefatigable 
Helen Steel and David Morris were in 
court again to challenge the use of 
English libel laws as a form of censor- 
ship and to overturn the parts of a 
previous verdict that went against 
them in a controversial case brought 
by McDonalds. 

After the longest trial in English 
history, a judge found last June that 
McDonald's food lacks nutritional 
benefit and causes heart disease and 
that the company "exploits children, " 
causes animal cruelty and pays low 
wages. Nonetheless, the judge awarded 
McDonalds £60,000 because other 
charges that the two made against 
McDonalds were not proven. Now 
Steel and Morris are asking in their 
appeal that multinational corporations 
no longer be able to sue for libel. 
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Companies Swear "No 
Old Growth" 

Twenty-seven US corporations 
have pledged to stop using old growth 
forest products. The December an- 
nouncement included no timeline 
but was called the most-significant 
step towards phasing out old growth 
wood products to date. 

The effort to reduce US consump- 
tion of the world's ancient forests is 
spearheaded by the Coastal Rainforest 
Coalition (CRC), which represents a 
broad array of Canadian and US envi- 
ronmental organizations, including 
the Natural Resources Defense Coun- 
cil, Greenpeace and Rainforest Ac- 
tion Network. 

Companies including Kinko's, Hall- 
mark and Hewlett-Packard have 
agreed to survey their suppliers to 
ensure they are notpurchasing prod- 
ucts made from old growth. 

According to the CRC, the compa- 
nies making these commitments ac- 
count for over one billion dollars of 
the annual US market for paper, pulp 
and packaging. 

"The commitments made by these 
companies prove that corporate 
America can be a force for saying the 
world’s last ancient forests," said 
Michael Marx, executive director of 
the CRC. 

. 

Flow Staunched 

It was common knowledge that 
the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) would be bad 
for the environment when it passed 
in 1993. But only now are environ- 
mentalists beginning to understand 
the many complex legal contortions 
that can put the environments of 
all member countries at risk. 
Canada's NAFTA woes are particu- 
larly notable. 

With the blessings of the provin- 
cial government, two separate com- 
panies in Northern Ontario and 
Newfoundland have plans to ex- 
port huge quantities of fresh water. 
Though the federal government 
opposes such large-scale exports of 
Water, it has no laws to prevent it. 
Once the water is traded interna- 
tionally, Canada won't be able to 
impose restrictions on shipments 
to the US or Mexico. "The moment 
that any province allows one drop 
for export... NAFTA says you have 
to give US corporations ‘national 
treatment rights,' which means the 
same access to our water as any 
Canadian company," says Maude 
Barlow, chair of the nationalist 
Council of Canadians. 

If the practice is banned, American 
companies could seek compensation 
for lost profits. The bills could be 
colossal. Already, a US shipping com- 
pany, Sun Belt Water Inc., is seeking 
$200 million in compensation be- 
cause the BC government has refused 
to export water to California. 

Lynx Given Go Ahead 

In December, a federal judge al- 
lowed the reintroduction of the 
Canada lynx to the wilderness of 
Colorado, despite the objections of 
ranchers. The Colorado Farm Bu- 
reau Federation and the Colorado 
Cattleman's Association argued the 
program would result in restrictions 
to grazing and ranching on public 
lands and cited a lack of environ- 
mental analysis for the reintrOduc- 
tion. About 40 to SO lynx are to be 
captured in Alaska and Canada and 
released in the Weminche Wilder- 
ness Area and Gunnison National 
Forest. So far only two lynx have 
been captured. 


By Karl Grossman 

Reliable. That's what NASA claimed 
last year about the Titan 4 rocket used to 
loft the Cassini space probe loaded with 
72.3 pounds of plutonium diox- 
ide, the most deadly plutonium 
ever put on a space device. The 
fiery explosion on launch this 
summer of an identical Titan 4 
rocket, following the 1993 ex- 
plosion in California of yet an- 
other Titan 4, gives lie to the 
NASA claim. 

There have now been two 
catastrophic accidents in the 
25 Titan 4 launches. That's a 
one-in- 1 2 severe accident rate . 
Reliable? If you knew your 
Chevy or Honda had a one- 
in-12 likelihood of blowing 
up upon starting, you would 
not take that ride. 

But here is the US government in- 
sisting that a volatile rocket be shot 
up over Florida carrying chemical 
and/or nuclear poisons. It remains 
unclear what poisons were dispersed 
in the August 12, 1998 Titan 4 explo- 
sion, but there have been uncorrobo- 
rated reports that nuclear materials 
might have been involved. Govern- 
ment authorities have issued unusual 
orders demanding people stay away 
from the debris. 

This summer's Titan 4 explosion 
demonstrated that opponents of the 
Cassini mission were absolutely right: 
There was a high probability of the 
Titan 4 that lofted Cassini blowing 
up on launch and showering Florida 
with plutonium. Although NASA 
managed to launch the Cassini space 
probe successfully last October 15, 
the probe and its 72.3 pounds of 
plutonium are coming back, with 
even greater potential for disaster. 
On August 18, 1999, NASA intends to 
have Cassini conduct an extremely 
dangerous flyby of Earth. Unless NASA 
can be stopped— and there is a major 
move underway to try to do so — it 
plans to have the probe and its pluto- 
nium fuel do a slingshot maneuver of 
Earth, using the planet's gravity to in- 
crease the velocity of Cassini so it can 
reach its final destination of Saturn. 

Cassini is supposed to come flying in 
at 42,300 miles per hour just 496 


miles overhead. If there is a rocket 
misfire or other malfunction and the 
probe makes what NASA terms an 
inadvertent reentry into the Earth's 
75-mile-high atmosphere, it would 


break up and plutonium would rain 
down, which NASA admits in its Fi- 
nal Environmental Impact Statement 
on the Cassini mission. If that hap- 
pens, five billion of the estimated 
seven to eight billion world popula- 
tion at the time, says the statement, 
could receive 99 percent or more of 
the radiation exposure. A safety evalu- 
ation report done for the White House 
by the Interagency Nuclear Safety 
Review Panel (which included NASA) 
says such a Cassini flyby accident 
could cause several tens of thousands 
of latent cancer fatalities worldwide. 

Independent scientists say casualties 
could be much higher — hundreds of 
thousands or millions dying. The Glo- 
bal Network Against Weapons and 
Nuclear Power in Space is seeking to get 
NASA to redirect the Cassini probe to 
the sun to be consumed, rather than 
risk such a loss of life on Earth in a flyby 
accident. Certainly, Cassini's widely 
reported but unexplained engineering 
problem in January, which caused the 
spacecraft's operations to revert to "safe- 
mode," is worrisome. 

But even if NASA can't be stopped and 
the Cassini flyby works, there is still 
much more nuclear danger ahead. The 
General Accounting Office said in a May 
1998 report that NASA is currently 
studying eight future space missions 
between 2000 and 2015 that will likely 
use nuclear-fueled electric generators. 


These nuclear shots would be launched 
from Florida with the Titan 4 as a prin- 
ciple delivery vehicle. NASA began a 
shift to using the Titan 4 for its nuclear 
missions in the wake of the 1986 Chal- 
lenger accident — the next mis- 
sion of the ill-fated Challenger 
was to loft a plutonium-fueled 
space probe. 

Pressure from Lockheed 
Martin (which manufactures 
the plutonium systems for 
space devices as well as the 
Titan 4), the nuclear-boost- 
ing US Department of En- 
■§ ergy and the national 
| nuclear labs has much to do 
| with NASA's instance on the 
1 life-threatening use of 
g nuclear power on space de- 
s vices. Then there is the mili- 
tary connection. The US 
military is seeking to deploy 
spaceborne weaponry, especially la- 
sers. As a 1996 Air Force report states: 
In the next two decades, new tech- 
nologies will allow the fielding of 
space-based weapons of devastating 
effectiveness. 

What can you do? Immediately get 
in touch with Bruce Gagnon, coordi- 
nator of the Global Network Against 
Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space, 
POB 90083, Gainesville, Florida 32607; 
(352) 337-9274; globenet@afn.org. 
Join the challenge to the madness of 
nuclearizing and weaponizing space. 

Get a copy of the just-released vid- 
eotape "Nukes In Space 2: Unaccept- 
able Risks," which is about the planned 
Cassini Earth flyby, NASA's other 
planned nuclear shots and the US 
military's desire to deploy space-based 
nuclear-powered weapons. "Nukes In 
Space 2: Unacceptable Risks" is available 
for $21.95 from EnviroVideo, Box 311, 
Ft. Tilden, NY 11695; 1-800-ECO-TV46. 
Log on to the Stop Cassini Earth Flyby 
web site at http://www.nonviolence.org/ 
noflyby. 

Karl Grossman is professor of journal- 
ism at the State University of New York/ 
College at Old Westbury where he teaches 
environmental journalism and investiga- 
tive reporting. He is the author of The 
Wrong Stuff: The Space Program's 
Nuclear Threat To Our Planet (Common 
Courage Press, 1 Red Barn Road, Monroe, 
Maine 04951; 1-800-497-3207). 



What do you call a forest of eerily identical pine trees? Yep. 
Pine clones. 

One day every commercial Christmas tree in the world 
could be perfect, identical, engineered not to drop its 
needles until the third week of January. 

Christmas trees are on the short list for large-scale cloning. 
Already, temperate pines (used for lumber in the US) and 
tropical eucalyptus (used for pulp and paper) are being 
genetically designed, robotically cloned and planted. At the 
forefront of commercial tree cloning is an Australian bio- 
technology company, ForBio. 

Trees have been tinkered with through crossbreeding and 
cloning for at least 40 years. What's new is the ability to 
reach directly into the DNA of trees, turn their genes on or 
off, add new ones and then clone them on a scale never 
possible before. "We can make a 50 to 100 percent increase 
in the size of the tree, change the number of branches per 
trunk, change the spacing between branches, manipulate 
the angle that the branches come off the tree, regulate its 
growing time and make it sterile so that its genes cannot get 
into the gene pool of natural forests, " says ForBio cofounder 
Bob Teasdale. "With the technology available right now, 
you can do almost anything." In fact, he claims, "The ability 
to engineer enormous numbers of trees for commercial use 
should reduce some of the pressure on native forests." 


ForBio has an exclusive license from DuPont to employ a 
gene mapping technique called RAPD. It allows scientists to 
select out the genes they want from plant tissues and to 
construct tissues that carry all of the desired traits. If genes 
are desired that aren't in the natural gene pool, the scien- 
tists can inject them. Insect resistance is one that is com- 
monly added to the mix. They then propagate those tissues 
into new plants and use large-scale robotics to make thou- 
sands or millions of identical copies of their supertree. 

The robotics used by ForBio are unique to the tree and 
plant industry. Robots perform the tedious cutting and 
planting of the clippings into a special growth medium. 
The robots can cut and plant 15,000 cuttings per day versus 
the 1,000 per day that humans can manage. That scale is 
what makes it possible to consider creating genetically 
engineered forests for commercial use. 

ForBio's goal is to produce 50-million trees per year by 
2003. One and a half million of the company's genetically 
engineered trees were in the ground by the end of 1998 in 
Hawaii, Australia, Indonesia and New Zealand. 

The company is also developing decaffeinated coffee 
plants, potatoes and date palms. 

If ForBio is successful in planting its millions of identical 
trees around the world for years to come, it could begin to 
reshape the look of many of the world's forests. The 
company's motto, "Better Plants Faster, " is food for thought. 

— INFORMATION FROM USA TODAY 



Cassini's star wars against Saturn 
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Night Scopes 101 — Seeing In The Dark 


By I.C. Green 

As the fate of our ecosystems hangs 
in the balance with every passing day, 
letting the nights pass without action 
becomes more difficult. But night work 
is much more of a risk than ever before 
because of increased security and tech- 
nology. If you need to spot security 
guards or dogs or find objects under 
the canopy of the darkened forest, 
then the following information may 
be of assistance to you. 

The first type of night vision was 
developed during World War II. It is 
known as an infrared (IR) spotting 
scope or active night vision. It works 
by projecting infrared light waves on 
the target area. The scope lets you see 
the reflections of infrared light. The 
biggest drawback to this technology is 
that, though the infrared is invisible 
to the naked eye, to someone else 
using infrared, it looks like you are 
shining a spotlight. 

The next type of night vision devel- 
oped is known by a number of names. 
Moonlight, starlight and passive night 
vision all work on the same basic prin- 
ciple. They take ambient light and 


amplify it through a phosphorus 
screen that turns everything green. 
Most passive night vision equipment 
also has an IR illuminator, which you 
can turn on and off, so that you can 
still illuminate the area when there is 
not enough ambient light to see. This 
type of night vision was developed in 
three generations (denoted by manu- 
facturers as I, II, II+, III and III+). The 
biggest difference between the gen- 
erations is how much they amplify 
light. Generation I, which amplifies 
by a thousand times, is basically use- 
less in less than full moonlight. Gen- 
eration II (20,000 times amplification) 
works down to about one-fourth 
moonlight and is good for urban envi- 
ronments (11+ especially), and Gen- 
eration III (30,000-50,000 times 
amplication) works with very little 
light and considerable cloud cover. 
The generations are also distinguished 
by the duration of the image intensi- 
fier tubes that amplify the light. Gen- 
eration III will outlast Generation I by 
about 8,000 hours. Financial consid- 
erations aside, it is best to get the 
highest generation you can afford be- 
cause the intensifier tubes usually 


represent 50-70 percent of the cost of 
the equipment. Generation III for ex- 
ample would probably never have to 
be replaced unless you were using it 
constantly. • 

Most passive night vision systems 
run on AA or AAA batteries, though 
some sophisticated ones require spe- 
cial sizes. A key consideration for night 
vision equipment is what you need for 
your work. If you intend to use it 
when actively moving through the 
woods, goggles are best. Most scopes 
(which are suitable for surveillance 
and night action security) have some 
sort of a magnification factor, making 
it difficult to walk in the dark. Scopes 
are far less expensive and more readily 
available, while goggles and binocu- 
lars are more expensive and usually 
only available if you order them from 
a manufacturer. None of this equip- 
ment is illegal. 

One important thing to remember 
is to not become dependent on this 
equipment. The phosphorus screen 
that amplifies the light is not good for 
your eyes, and using the equipment 
also makes you lose your night sight 
temporarily. So be careful. Stay safe. 
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Protest In Israel 

Greenpeace activists blocked the 
entrance of fertilizer producer Haifa 
Chemicals on December s in response 
to a new sea dumping permit issued to 
the company by Israeli authorities. 
The company will be al lowed to dump 
an additional 2,000 tonnes a month 
until March 31, 1999, even though 
the Israeli environmental mi nister had 
promised in July to stop toxic sludge 
dumping by the end of 1998. 

Activists dressed in white overalls 
and black chemical masks chained 
themselves to the main gate and pre- 
vented plant employees and trucks 
from entering or leaving. Two activ- 
ists climbed a stack in the plant and 
displayed a banner saying, "Stop Sea 
Dumping." The protest ended after 
an hour when police dispersed the 
demonstration. Fourteen demonstra- 
tors were detained for questioning 
and later released. 

During the past 13 years, Haifa 
Chemicals has dumped about 650,000 
tonnes of toxic waste into the Medi- 
terranean. In May 1995, Greenpeace 
activists stopped the dump ship Aribel 
from leaving Haifa Bay and heading 
to the dump site. The then minister of 
environment promised that the 
dumping would stop forever in 1996. 

In July 1997 Greenpeace activists 
used their ship Sirius to tow a barge 
used to dump toxic sludge. The barge 
was held for several hours until an- 
other promise was issued to end all sea 
dumping in Israel by the end of 1997. 

No Nuke Waste 

On December 7, environmentalists 
protested the Russian Ministry of 
Atomic Power’s policy of importing 
foreign nuclear waste to Russia. Ten 
political and cultural organizations 
from Moscow joined Ecodefense!, the 
Russian environmental direct action 
group. About 30 protesters tried to 
hang a banner reading, "No More 
Waste," on the ministry building. 
They also planned on occupying the 
building, but two minutes after they 
arrived, several were arrested and 
charged with organizing an illegal 
action. The ministry’s earlier policy 
had been to allow protesters to leave 
on their own, but this time the minis- 
try didn 't want to let the media broad- 
cast information about the protest or 
its policy. That attempt failed when 
the activists succeeded in hanging 
their banner and getting the message 
out to international media. 

I - I ■ • c - .. ■ it U ' ?* w. f 

I, 'f-'Jisb' , <•; + 

Crystal Palace Tree Sit 

In defense of one of the last green 
bits in South London, English ac- 
tivists have occupied eight trees at 
Crystal Palace, stopping construc- 
tion of a giant commercial com- 
plex. The complex would convert 
12 acres at the top of a park into a 
huge 20-screen multiplex movie 
theater, with nine bars and restau- 
rants and various retail outlets. It 
would include parking for over 
1,000 vehicles. 

Though the city council is re- 
quired to protect the historic Crys- 
tal Palace, an observatory, it allowed 
the development to proceed with- 
out any public input. Over 5,000 
signatures have been collected op- 
posing the project, and over 600 
residents attended a community 
meetifig on the topic. To make sure 
that 150 trees aren't cut before the 
people's voices can be heard, climb- 
ers have taken to the trees. Though 
an eviction notice was sent on De- , 
cember 1 7, the camp is still there 
and calling for reinforcements. 
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Break Your Buggy 

Excuses, excuses, everyday more excuses: My nose is a 
little stuffy, I need to pick up some groceries, I'm late, I'm 
feeling lazy today. Everyday excuses for why you should 
drive the car to work or play. But you need to face facts, 
in this day and age of terrible air and the greenhouse 
effect, your reasons are pathetic. Give up! No excuse is 
strong enough. You simply shouldn't drive. 

In our world of cushy seats and nicely heated automo- 
bile interiors, it's so tough to motivate. It's so difficult to 
give up your morning privacy to take the bus. God forbid 
trying to eat your morning bagel and drink coffee while 
you ride a bike to work. But I have a solution to your 
motivational woes — monkeywrench your car. 

That's right. Get out your tools and just do it. Pull out 


a spark plug or two. Go ahead, break the habit, remove the 
points from your distributor, unclip the starter or simply 
stop filling the tank with gas. Your unthinking morning 
shuffle to the office will all of a sudden take some fore- 
thought and work. You will have to really want to drive. 
Simply unclipping the battery won't be enough to deter 
most determined drivers, but flattening a tire or two will 
certainly cramp your auto style. 

Today is the day to pull the plug on your addiction. You 
must. Gas prices are at a historical low; the atmosphere is 
full of crap, and you and your housemates don't even 
carpool. Nonlethal car management may be your only 
choice. Take the step. Stop your auto's forward momentum; 
every little bit does make a difference. 

Roommates car got you down? Try a potato shoved firmly 
up the tailpipe. They will thank you for helping them break 
the hideous cycle of car dependency. 


EARTH NIGHT ACTIOIIS****EIUmi NIGHT AETIONS****EARTH NIGHT ACTIONS 


CHESTNUTS ROASTING ON AN OPEN FIRE 


'Twas the night after Christmas 
when all through the dark ran a 
few little earth savers with torches. 
They chose an unoccupied office 
in the small town of White City, 
Oregon, and set to work long be- 
fore dawn. The US Forest Indus- 
tries mill office was burned down. 
No tears will be shed, for good 
guys they weren't, overseers of 
death and destruction they were. 
Home office of many a mill and 
wood plant, they were pro- 
tested for their management 
Of Taylor Ranch, Colorado. 

The flames ran over this con- 
glomerated mess, destroying 
the base of veneer, plywood, 
stud mill and sawmill plants; 
burned was their paperwork, 
disks and files. The ELF has now 
claimed this great feat of destruc- 
tion, costing the industry upwards 
of $500,000. So for all those who 


fight so late in the night choose your 
targets with thought and keep up the 
good fight. But most important of all, 
which we can't yell too loud, don't ever 
forget whatever you do don't get caught. 


BOMBS AWAY... 



The Earth Liberation Front has 
claimed responsibility for bomb 
scares that evacuated at least six 
McDonald's restaurants across the 
Netherlands. Accusing the fast food 
giants of cruelty to animals and 
other "foul practices," the militant 
group was angry about the de- 
struction of South American 
rainforests for beef, as well as 
the poor and overcrowded 
conditions in which mil- 
lions of cattle, pigs and 
chickens are raised. 

It was unclear whether 
the group was also respon- 
sible for two other bomb scares 
that emptied McDonald's res- 
taurants in the Dutch city of 
Eindhoven and the nearby town 
of Helmond. 

In all of the threats, police bomb 
squads found no explosives. 
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Police Attack Minnehaha 


continued from front page 

In addition to brutalizing nonvio- 
lent Earth! Firstlers, police assaulted 
elders of the Mendota Mdewakanton 
Dakota whose sacred land is in the 
path of the highway. A prayer cer- 
emony was in progress around the 
sacred fire when the raid began. 

The cops immediately extinguished 
the sacred fire that had burned for 
133 days, and an unknown officer 
put his foot through the sacred drum. 
Other sacred items were broken and 
burned, and all who were taking part 
in the ceremony were arrested, in- 
cluding the tribal elders. 

One of the most memorable mo- 
ments occurred when Santa Claus 
came to visit this happy, ragged band 
of elves. Claus locked to the chim- 
ney atop one of the houses and, to 
the delight of caroling supporters 
across the street, held the police off 
for over three and a half hours before 
being arrested. 

After all the activists had been re- 
moved, police built eight bonfires and 
proceeded to incinerate our personal 
belongings. The interiors of the houses 
were stripped, and everything was ei- 
ther packed into the Ryder trucks and 
confiscated or out-and-out cremated 
on the spot. Outgoing Minnesota Gov- 
ernor Arne Carlson made an appear- 
ance and gave his personal stamp of 
approval to the militant action, say- 
ing the now-tortured and hunger- 
striking arrestees were 
"not protestors... 
they're basically anar- 
chists." The morning 
brought a vigil of over 
200 Minneapolis resi- 
dents streaming to the 
place where the 
houses once stood. 

Three days later, Big 
Woods Earth First! 
held a press confer- 
ence for local and na- 
tional media. The pro- 
testers, who had been 
released on the condi- 
tion that they "do 
nothing to impede the 
progress of Highway 
55," spoke eloquently 
of their treatment at 
the hands of city and 
state police. Then, as 
a public statement, 
the speakers set fire to 
their conditional re- 
lease statements. 

Public sentiment has 
shifted even further in 
our favor, with many 
people understand- 
ably expressing con- 
cern over the police- 
state tone of the raid 
and subsequent deni- 
als by police and gov- 
ernment that any un- 
necessary force was 
used. Adding insult to 
injury, on December 28, Minneapolis 
Police Chief Robert Olson bestowed 
the Chief's Award of Merit to three 
officers for their work in the planning 
and execution of the brutal raid. 

On Christmas day we held a dem- 
onstration at the governor's mansion 
to remind the now ex-Governor 
Carlson of our presence and persis- 
tence. On January 4, a banner was 
hung from a statue during the guber- 
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natorial inauguration of ex-pro-wres- 
tler Jesse Ventura. The banner de- 
clared that we have no intention of 
letting this police action conquer our 
resistance to the needless routing of 
Highway 55 through the last wilder- 
ness area and the last cold spring in 
Minneapolis, a place whose name lit- 
erally means "city of waters." 

Soon after the raid we established a 
new base camp and a treesit a quarter 
mile south of the razed houses around 
a circle of four burr oaks held sacred 
by the Mendota Mdewakanton Da- 
kota. Despite constant surveillance 
and nighttime temperatures plung- 
ing 20 degrees below zero, we are 
maintaining a stand in the path of 
the road. As this article is being writ- 
ten, no treecutting or earthmoving 
has occurred anywhere along the pro- 
posed route. 

Our days are marked by regular 
visits from local residents bringing 
food and gear and thanking us for 
our work. Our nights are spent sing- 
ing campfire songs around a new 
sacred fire. We are filing a lawsuit 
against the agencies for their use of 
chemical warfare against unarmed, 
nonviolent protesters. We have made 
one thing clear to the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation, the 
Minneapolis police and the Minne- 
sota Department of Public Safety: 
Like the truckers' unions, whose 1934 
strike brought on the previous larg- 


and suggest he cancel this overwhelm- 
ingly unpopular highway project. 
Contact police chief Robert Olson at 
350 S. 5th St., Minneapolis, MN 55415; 
(612) 673-3383, the Hennepin County 
sheriff Patrick McGowan at 300 S. 6th 
St., Minneapolis, MN 55415; (612) 348- 
3744 and commissioner Don Davis at 
North Central Life Tower, 445 Minne- 
sotaSt., Suite 1000, St. Paul, MN 55101; 
(651) 296-6642 and ask them what's 
up with this "pepper-gel" stuff, and 
why uniformed public servants beat a 
restrained man with their flashlights. 


Contact MnDOT Commissioner Elwin 
Tinklenberg at 395 John Ireland Blvd., 
St. Paul, MN 55155; (651) 296-3000, 
and ask him who in the hell really 
thinks paving a sacred site of inesti- 
mable environmental and cultural 
value is a good idea in the first place. 
We're always looking for more activ- 
ists, you betcha! We're also seeking 
generous donations to assist with huge 
legal costs associated with the raid as 
well as to continue or action against 
Highway 55. Donations can be made 
out to power4u, c/o Big Woods EF!, 
POB 580936, Minneapolis, MN 55458. 
We're also found at (612) 362-3387; 
www.freenet.msp.mn.us/stop55. 



The 


spirit is never crushed, declares a Minnehaha freestater 

est police action in Minnesota; like 
the Dakota, who were executed in 
the largest mass hangings in US his- 
tory during the Civil War; like the 
wilderness itself, we have a spirit 
that will never be broken! 

We ask that concerned EF!ers con- 
tact Governor Jesse Ventura at State 
Capitol, 175 Constitutional Ave., St. 
Paul, MN 55155; (651) 296-3391, and 
tell him Minnesota isn't a cage match 


Testimonials of BrutaUty 

"I watched as they filed people into the house, and many were badly 
injured and in so much pain they had trouble walking. They used pain 
compliance holds on people who could barely walk and others who were 
barely conscious. I saw another protester named Dr. Toxic so incapacitated 
that he fell unconscious twice, drooling and foaming at the mouth. While 
in the cop car I specifically remember hearing troopers discuss jokingly how 
they were disappointed that no one was fighting back and they wanted the 
opportunity to 'teach us a lesson.'" 

— Nightingale A. Byrde 

"They pull off my gas mask and use pain cohipliance holds to force my 
neck back. We see the pepper spray before they use it. They show us, really, 
laughing and jeering as they threaten us with it. One of them forces my eyes 
open as another one dips a gloved hand into the poison. Two covered 
fingers. They rub it into my open eyes. I have been trained in nonviolence. 

I stay quiet and calm, blinded but hearing the screams of my beaten 
partner. The pain is unbearable. I am forced to unlock. They put another 
pain hold on me and drag me like that, by the jaw, up the stairs. They throw 
me face-down onto the floor of a room in the house. They keep me there 
for a couple of minutes before putting another pain hold on me and 
dragging me out into the falling snow. I am wearing no jacket. I sit 
there for over an hour." 

— Nomad Soul 

"Within seconds, my lockdown partner and I heard the hissing of 
gas seeping into our room. We locked our arms into the cement and 
immediately began coughing, choking, crying and vomiting fluids. 
We unlocked and exited the room extremely cautiously to find a 
room full of men in black with gas masks and guns pointed at us. In 
jail I heard friends' horror stories of police behavior which amounted 
to unprovoked torture. 1 saw the bruises on a friend's legs and 
watched in anger as a nurse refused to see him. Another friend 
walked by the cell window, his face covered in blood. This was the 
most horrific night of my life." 

— ANONYMOUS 


"I told them that we were all nonviolent people while they dug 
their knees in the back of my neck and pulled my hair out of my 
head. I witnessed one man who recently had pepper spray rubbed in 
his eyes ignored while all the fluid in his body drained from his 
mouth, nose and eyes. I told the police that this man was in extreme 
pain and that he will need medical help, but they ignored my pleas 
and his. 'To serve and protect...' has recently been changed to 'search 
and destroy.'" 

— ANONYMOUS 

A* V- > A ‘ 

"After five cans of tear gas, I left my lockdown site and then was 
cuffed, kicked and pepper-sprayed. Once I was sprayed, I was carried 
out and my head was smashed all the way out. Once outside, I was 
sat down and the pepper spray was rubbed in my face. I was 
screaming "medic," and five minutes later a medic came and said 
there was nothing wrong, even though my head was bleeding and 
my hands had lost all feeling." 

— @SPEN 

"They refused to treat my severe asthma. If an attack had hap- 
pened, I could've gone into a coma or even died. If they had sprayed 
me, I could've died." 

— Molly 


"As my wrists were bleeding and swollen from the handcuffs, I asked the 
officers to please change the cuffs and loosen them. They simply laughed 
and told me that I got what I deserved. The authorities came in with the 
intent to hurt people. I believe that if they had the chance they would've 
had no problem killing people. In fact they came horrifyingly close to 
killing the man who was sitting in the tripod. What I witnessed on Sunday 
was the most disgusting abuse of power I have ever seen." 

— Meaghan 



Thinking It Through 


continued from front page 
If it did, the media would report his 
murder, as well as the ecologically 
disastrous practices of Maxxam/PL and 
other timber corporations, as the acts 
of terrorism they are. This atmosphere, 
where our own nonviolent actions 
are seen as criminal and those of 
corporations like Maxxam/PL are 
viewed as legitimate, brings Earth 
First! to a pivotal point in its defense 
of Headwaters and other 
ancient forests. As a move- 
ment that represents an 
uncompromising stance 
towards preservation of 
fast disappearing biodiver- 
sity in North America, we 
are now forced to accept 
that destruction of human 
life is not above our opposition in its 
pursuit of short-term profit. 

Earth First! now finds itself at the 
turning point visited by other nonvio- 
lent movements. In British-occupied 
India, nonviolent protesters where 
slaughtered at Amristar. In apartheid- 
era South Africa, nonviolent protest- 
ers were gunned down in Sharpesville. 
And in Derry, Northern Ireland, peace- 
ful marchers inspired by Martin Luther 
King Jr/s civil rights marches were 
shot dead by British soldiers. These 
tragedies forced those movements to 
reevaluate their strategy, as should 
the Earth First! movement following 
David's senseless murder. 

Our strategy should not just be 
about adhering to a chosen philoso- 
phy but also protecting our friends 
from death. While David's murder 
leaves many struggling with deep 
sorrow and anger, it means nothing 
to those who caused it. Where Earth 
First! views protesters like David as 
practitioners of a morally righteous 
philosophy, corporations, like 
Maxxam/PL, see David and other for- 
est defenders as impediments to 
progress and profit. They have always 
been prepared to engage in violent 
actions to remove us. They show no 
evidence of moral consciousness 
about the crimes they commit daily 
against the Earth or those humans 
who peacefully try to prevent them. 

For centuries here in North America 
people like Earth First!ers, who shared 
a worldview that recognized the 
interconnectedness of all life, lost their 
lives in the struggle to defend Mother 
Earth. In acknowledgment of this fact, 
one of Earth First! 's first actions in the 
early '80s was to erect a monument to 
the Mimbres Apache warrior, Victorio, 
who engaged in armed struggle against 
the mining and cattle industries in- 
vading his Gila homeland. 

Today's Earth Firstiers continue that 
tradition in places like Fall Creek, Or- 
egon, where forest defenders follow 
the example of the Lakota leader Red 
Cloud, who won the only uncondi- 
tional surrender by the US in a guer- 
rilla war and kept the mining industry 
out of his homelands. Though such 
historical recognition of the roots of 
eco-defense may not bode well with 
the ardent pacifists within Earth First!, 
it is appropriate when the economic 
policies practiced by corporations like 
Maxxam/PL are the modern day 
equivalent and continuation of cam- 
paigns that in the last century tar- 
geted indigenous Americans. 

For our allies in other countries who 


have never left this struggle, the rec- 
ognition of the need to apply a variety 
of tactics in the battle for Mother 
Earth is a lesson already learned. We 
must also learn that the preservation 
of our last ancient forests might once 
more necessitate tactics other than 
passive civil disobedience. 

While Earth Firstiers hope that peace- 
ful settlement can be achieved where 
we are engaged in environmental de- 


fense, we must learn from the history 
of our own resistance and take notice 
of the behavior of corporate interests 
in other countries where they commit 
ecological crimes. In almost every case, 
opposition to environmental destruc- 
tion begins with words, peaceful ne- 
gotiations and other democratic means 
in an attempt to appeal to the com- 
mon sense and morality. But, as it has 
in Headwaters, such pleas almost al- 
ways fall on deaf ears, drowned out by 
the voice of corporate dollars. 

David's murder forces us to ask our- 
selves which is greater, our moral com- 
mitment to passive nonviolence or 
our dedication to preventing the de- 
struction of this planet's last ancient 
redwood forests? Are we prepared to 
sacrifice more of our peaceful warriors 
to preserve our moral high ground? Or 
are we ready to explore a strategy that 
still rejects physical violence but also 
targets the financial base of corpora- 
tions like Maxxam/PL. 

It is not that the present strategy in 
Headwaters and other Earth First! for- 
est campaigns is failing, it isn't. It's 
not because Earth First! compromised 
its adherence to nonviolence that 
David was murdered; it was because 
Maxxam/PL is willing to ignore it. 
Earth Firstiers must ask whether strat- 
egies like those at Headwaters, in- 
cluding prohibiting the destruction 
of timber industry equipment, give 
Maxxam/PL an advantage over forest 
defenders who adhere to tactics that 
make violence against nonviolent 
participants likely. 

Inevitably we must question whether 
the murder of David Chain is possibly 
the Earth First! movement's own so- 
bering example of the partial failure 
and inappropriateness of a passive 
nonviolent strategy against an oppo- 
nent with absolutely no regard for life, 
be it human or otherwise. This does 
not mean that violence is the alterna- 
tive; Earth First! has far from exhausted 
the alternatives to passive nonviolent 
strategy. 

Earth First! need not meet violence 
with violence. To do so would violate 
the moral principle that most sepa- 
rates us from corporations like 
Maxxam/PL. The willingness to sacri- 
fice our own freedom and lives if nec- 
essary in defense of Mother Earth, not 
by placing ourselves at the mercy of 
the merciless but by targeting the in- 
animate tools of destruction, does not 
violate that principle. 

We need not advocate the abandon- 
ment of tactics that respect the rights of 
Earth-destroying property, but we must 


not prohibit tactics that target them 
either. A re-evaluation of Earth First! 's 
tactics does not mean compromising 
the principles David practiced, it means 
recognizing that the destruction of earth- 
destroying property is not a violation of 
the principles of nonviolence. Neither 
Gandhi nor King ever labeled such ac- 
tions counterproductive. 

In Earth First! 's quest for a just re- 
sponse to David's murder and the 
continuing destruction of ancient 
forests, we need not respect the arbi- 
trary laws that sanction the death of 
nonviolent protesters and the home- 
lands of endangered na- 
tions. We must accept that 
the conditions that first 
gave rise to monkeywrench- 
ing in the 1980s have only 
changed in that they are 
now worse. 

A strategic and philo- 
sophical acceptance of the 
need to break unjust laws is the ulti- 
mate expression of our love for Mother 
Earth and proof to corporations, gov- 
ernments and the public that these 
forests are worth protecting at great 
personal cost. Whether blockading 
roads or tearing them up, locking down 
to logging equipment or destroying it, 
all actions aimed at preserving an- 
cient forests that do not result in per- 
sonal injury or loss of life are neces- 
sary if we are to stop the destruction. 

Whether a member of a Headwaters 
nonviolent affinity group, Cascadia 
Forest Defenders or the Earth Libera- 
tion Front, all Earth Firstiers should 


recognize the positive value of each 
other's contributions and exploit the 
leverage they create against our com- 
mon opponent. When regulatory 
agencies like the California Depart- 
ment of Forestry and timber corpora- 
tions like Maxxam/PL realize that 
Earth Firstiers will meet crimes against 
nature with unpredictable interven- 
ing actions, targeting the machines 
and profits they care so much about, 
they will begin to make a serious 
effort to limit their ecologically de- 
structive behavior. 

And while deep sadness is in order 
in response to David's murder so is a 
focused determination fueled by the 
same values of love and respect that 
David exemplified in his defense of 
ancient forests. Let equally selfless ac- 
tion aimed at timber corporations like 
Maxxam/PL be our tears and the re- 
lentless targeting of their economic 
interests be the wail of our sorrow. 

The only crime we should ever fear 
committing is allowing the last ancient 
forests to fall. In Headwaters, Cove Mal- 
lard and the Cascadia Free State, Earth 
First! has demonstrated our commit- 
ment to defending the last remnants of 
America's ancient forests. But we are far 
from victory. Earth First! must now ad- 
vance our campaigns to a level that will 
force the timber barons out of ancient 
forests, while minimizing the threat of 
physical violence to ourselves and our 
opponents. Anything less and we may 
be left with our morally superior phi- 
losophy intact but without the world's 
ancient forest ecosystems. 


ThoupfitfuC 'RacCicaCism 

continued from page 3 with this ethic in mind. The fires at 


If the ELF's attempts to thwart VA 
had succeeded, they would have 
achieved short-term protection for the 
Two Elk and that would have been a 
good thing. But the ELF's success was 
never a possibility as a result of poor 
target selection and poor timing, dam- 
aging the ability of other activists to 
act and denying even short-term pro- 
tection for the Two Elk. Thus, the 
arson can also be a judged a thought- 
less action when evaluated in regards 
to this cornerstone. 

Education 

We educate to develop foot soldiers 
and allies, for with them our efforts to 
thwart, protect and restore wild na- 
ture are made much more achievable. 
A negative public perception under- 
mines our ability to educate; a posi- 
tive one supports it. The Vail arson 
created a negative public perception. 
When David Chain died Earth Firstiers 
were victims of violence. When Vail 
burned, we became terrorists and our 
efforts to get the truth out there about 
what is happening to the planet and 
to inspire mass action in its defense 
became that much more difficult. 

On top of those of thwart and pro- 
tect, the Vail arson also damaged the 
educational cornerstone. That's three 
out of four, with one of them not being 
considered. The inappropriateness of 
the ELF's action in terms of its lending 
itself to wilderness defense seems clear. 

In his indispensable work, A Sand 
County Almanac, Aldo Leopold sum- 
marized the land ethic shared by Earth 
Firstiers, "A thing is right when it 
tends to preserve the beauty, integ- 
rity and stability of the biotic com- 
munity. It is wrong when it tends 
otherwise." Thoughtful radicalism 
attempts to set forth a way of acting 


Vail have shown us that actions which 
claim to be in defense of the wild, if 
not well thought out can be just as 
damaging as a bulldozer. 

If we are worthy of calling ourselves 
Earth Firstiers, then we will support 
those actions that "tend to conserve 
the beauty, integrity and stability of 
the biotic community" because they 
are right and condemn those that 
"tend otherwise" because they are 
wrong, be they committed by Vail 
Associates or the Earth Liberation 
Front. As Earth Firstiers we aspire to 
become effective defenders of the wild 
in the hope of wresting the continent 
away from rampant civilization and 
restoring its ecological integrity. To 
accomplish our task we must use ev- 
ery tool in the box. 

At the same time we must choose our 
tools wisely and employ them thought- 
fully so that they have the greatest 
positive impact on the achievement of 
our goal of a wild America. We should 
not be afraid to openly criticize the 
Wilderness Society when it does a dis- 
service to wilderness, and we should 
not be afraid to criticize the Earth Lib- 
eration Front when they demonstrate 
thoughtlessness and poor strategic plan- 
ning in an action that extinguishes all 
hope for protecting a wild area. While 
there is considerable room for varying 
lifestyles and personal philosophies 
within the Earth First! movement, Earth 
Firstiers need seriously consider whether 
there is enough room to accommodate 
individuals whose revolutionary angst 
overshadows their love of the wilder- 
ness to the point that they become a 
liability to its preservation. Earth First! 

Editor's Note: The editors were unable 
to contact the author to approve the ed- 
ited version of this piece. 
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“We need not advocate the 
abandonment of tactics that respect 
the rights of Earth-destroying 
property, but we must not prohibit 
tactics that target them either.” 



Tall Sure Have A ]Lot To Say^ SFB ? s Continued 


Hello EF! (for Slava Yashchenko), Russia ous, it's time to dive head first Dear EF1: Dear Censorshit for Brains, 

Just a note to thank you for the 400087 Volograd, Novorossis- into a steaming heap of buffalo I hear that you've been getting The Earth First! Journal collec- 

Samhain issue of the EF//. It is a kaya, 16, KV.56, Slava diarrhea — strategy, tactics, details, a negative response for covering tive is a hard-working and well- 

fabulous memorial for "Gypsy" Yashchenko etc. How do we defend the Earth the Vail fires claimed by the ELF. intentioned group of individuals, 

who seems to understand that Best regards!, Green anarchist, and help her heal as efficiently as I want to let you know that I I co-exist with them here in Eu- 

death is a part of life... His spirit — Slava Yashchenko possible? Well I’m no military support all ALF and ELF actions gene, OR. I rarely volunteer or 

flooded my being, and I have PS Adi films about alternative mastermind, but we need some as being not only justified by the submit the written word so I keep 

shed many t^ars for someone I life-style and actions I compilate strategy and we need it now. irreversible damage done to the my criticisms to a minimum, and 

wish I had known, into Video-collection and send The world is in flames, and Earth on a daily basis but a re- when they are requested 1 GIVE 

While I do not bilieve in vio- copies to russian alternative info- mindless profit-seeking and Earth- quired response to our home be- MY INPUT RESPECTFULLY, 

lence towards peoplefor any rea- centers and universities. Pardon raping by certain powerful indi- ing systematically destroyed. The staff is not paid what I (or 

son, I am puzzled m to y'alls for poor English, ; viduals and corporations has What is usually achieved the Federal Poverty Standard) 

reaction. I would have ^n eber - driven us all to desperation . Some- through years by legal means is define as a living wage for their 

serk and destroyed equipment... Herakleopolities, thing MUST be done. Is ELF's so- achieved in a single night. I sup- overtime work and they are com- 

Though death is part of twlip* guys are prime movers hitiori lb the Vail problem the port anything that hastens the mitted members of the 

cycle process, only the goddess please don't jepurdise. Ahh all example fpr all hardcore activists process of animal and earth lib- biocentric movement, 

knows, I cannot feel good about we'fe advocating by short term to follow? eration that does not harm or The movement does not ad- 

killing of people or trees — for the so called solutions. We've I can’t deny that it has certain take life. Arson is a legitimate equately support the Journal as a 

unnecessary profit and greed... changed laws saved land from pluses. That fire must have scared tactic for eradicating those in- "movement" paper. If you desire 

of a few. the stupid greedy whores. We're lots of business-type people dustries of death and exploita- to perpetuate the services which 

But enough said on that.Ta'll protecting the land and envi- shitless (pardon my French). $12 tion that we all hate and I hope the Journal provides, then sub- 

are doing a lot. If I ever manage ronment. For our future genera- million plus in damages, that’s to see it used more often. Love scription boosting, short or long 

to get out from under the power tions who's the new cointel pro gotta put the fear of Gaia into the and liberation, term editing and submitting ar- 

of the laws. I hope to be a part of member their happy. I'm sure, most fearless slaves of Papa Profit — Nik H. Gaugler, NJ tides should be on your activist 

EF!, and do more than send in Fuck you!! Whores. In the belly and maybe it even saved Vail's agenda. Even calling up the staff 

words. Now and then a dream, of babilon. bioregion from some serious de- Dear Shit for Brains, to say "thank you" would be 

Towards peace, harmony and Whysuperglossycolorpicts?? struction by ski lodges and such. What concerns me most about valiant especially in these days 

equality, . Why advocate assault my Jour- But let's face the facts. ELF may the Journal's recent advocacy of when many of their interactions 

— PatEArl nals are returning to the earth. have won abattle, but it may also arson and molotov cocktails with supposed movement mem- 

AHH, AHH love you reading have done more damage to envi- manufacturing is that no one in bers are rude and disrespectful. 

Dear SFB, this!! Hi! cancel my subscrip- ronmentalism than arresting a the Earth First! movement is ac- If you perpetrated any of the 

I resent your implication that tion if you advocate violence hundred EF!ers would have done. tually engaging in any of these disrespect, attempts at censor- 

our illustrious representative, you're killings he movement po- Do we really want to wage guer- activities, at least not under the ship or inflammatory accusa- 

Doug Young, is in the pocket of larizing, a sadday they win. also rilla warfare against the corpora- Earth First! banner. We are a tions toward the staff regarding 

"big ranching, big timber and big the children keep dying from tions, gov'ts, and many of the movement of activists, not the mention of property destruc- 

mining." Rep. Don Young is pollution. people of the world? There are wannabees. Our Journal is sup- tion in the Yule '98 issue, please 

firmly and foremost in the pocket two undeniable strategic reasons posed to reflect what we are ac- do any of the following: 1) Fuck 

of big oil — and always has, and Ed. Note: We did not advocate for avoiding this. First off, we're tually doing, not what we are off! 2) Try publishing your own 

always will be. violence and can't cancel your sub wildly outmanned, outgunned, masturbating about. So while vir- magazine. 3) Act out your 

—John Stedman, Kotzebue, because you sent this anony- and outfunded. If we keep burn- tually 100 percent of our move- disfunction and control issues 

Alaska mously — duh. ing down buildings, they'll catch ment is engaged in some form of somewhere else. 

us all eventually — that's why gue- non-violent direct action over- Now, (briefly) on the topic of 

Dear EF!J Dear EF! rilla action is only a temporary the-counter defense of Mother property destruction, about which 

I recently picked up a copy of The more I read over nonvio- way to stop wilderness destruc- Earth, we have to eat wise-use/ I'm sure we're capable of having a 

your newspaper at our local food lence essays, the more anthropo- tion, not a lasting solution. Sec- FBI shit because someone with mature discussion in this paper, 

coop. I wanted to read about centric they are: human values, ond — and more importantly — no movement history decides Obviously there are folks out 

violence at "Big Wild" to see definitions, perspectives. When every act of covert destructive its time for a feel-good article there destroying property in de- 

what your front line activists had B. Wilson (Nov.-Dee EF!J) talks action we commit is like a about some tactic they wished fense of wildlands, renouncing 

to face. I didn't think I'd read about harmony of Nature of all kamikazi attack that smashes our they had the nerve to do. The them will not make it stop. How- 

much of your other stuff. But things... it makes me think of credibility in the eyes of your av- Journal Staff wouldn't know a ever, if you accuse these people of 

when I did... Wow. I am very earthquakes, hurricanes, ice ages, erage Joe. See it from his perspec- molotov cocktail from a bottle being terrorists it will only be a 

impressed with the articles: in- predation... In a long term — hu- tive! Who would YOU sympathize of Calistoga. matter of time before you too will 

formative, straightforward, in- man viewpoint — Nature may with more if you didn't know the Further, even for those of us, be called a terrorist. The threat is 

telligent. I must admit I now see look balanced... but never har- issues, arsonists or their victims? like myself, who believe that stra- the philosophy, not the tactic, 

that I've bought corporate pro- monious. Nature is chaotic, vio- Yes, it IS time to throw a wrench tegic monkeywrenching has an Mainstream reality is violent, vio- 

paganda about you all. I've never lent... 'unfeeling.' into the machine and do what- important place, it must be re- lence it understands. Wildness is 

felt empowered from reading The ends are the means? Non- ever it takes to protect the Earth's membered that arson kills. It can the unknown, that to be feared, 

about environmental issues. violence zealots would have us scarred surface from further abuse. kill people, it can kill wilderness, A couple of other points that are 

They always seemed so big. But wait 'forever' to achieve a per- And I'm not knocking ELF! I as- it can kill endangered species relevant to the property destruc- 

your articles style gives me hope feet society that cares about the sume they did it out of a love of the and it can kill movements. Fore- tion debate: 1) Earth First! is syn- 

by giving me information I can right things in the right way. Is Earth and a frustrated passion for man and Abbey (hey, editors, do onymous with monkeywrenching, 

use. The one on Bruce Babbitt it up to humans to decide if ten defending her. But arson is short- you know who I'm talking about tree spiking, 'dozer burning, let's 

gave me more information than or twenty years is quick sighted. We need a long-term stra- or do you think that only Native stop hiding from this identity that 

four years of NY Times. I'd like to enough? Ask a Marbled Murrlet, tegic nonviolence movement. We Americans are PC enough to have constantly haunts us. 2) Because of 

read more and learn about the Coho Salmon, or any of the need a culture of resistance, a cul- elders and ancestors) both re- this identity, to renounce these 

reality of EF! I hope to see a lot of thousands of soon to be extinct ture that shows our love of the minded us of the credo: "safety actions is self-marginalization, to 

respect, compassion, informa- species and they would argue: Earth with action, song, art, PAS- first and don't get caught. "Seems not print of their occurrence in the 

tion, and action. 'we need new strategies to push SION, all of which draw people in like the Journal's motto is "Reck- Journal is self-censorship. Earth First! 

— Greg and catalyze change, now.' and make everyone want to love lessly endanger the movement has censured itself long enough by 

Do we put the earth first or is the Earth like we do. This is the and turn ourselves in for stuff we trying to extend single-issue phi- 

Dear SFB, it the creation of a, maybe, beau- heart of good eco-strategy, be- didn't even do." Seems like the ... losophies to the big picture. It's not 

I was so glad to read articles by tiful future society, for humans cause anything short of a global latest round Of TV weened chil- just abend trees anymore folks, glo- 

G. Monbiot and Osprey. They our priority? change of consciousness is not dren-editprs are even dumber bal economic collapse threatens 

described my thoughts. Yes! Ac- Realistically the ends we seek enough. Such a change is a Ibhg andmoredisfunctionalthanmy every 4ft Jhe web of life, 

tivists should use mass media are bare survival. Does Earth care shot, I know, but our only* alter- generation. PoBfits of privilege dictated by 

more effectively! Yes! All activ- how we protect her? No, she native is fighting a doomed gue- It's too bad people have to corporate funding will not be tol- 

ists should practice mutual aid! only cares that we succeed, or rilla war while the Earth t&rpftf associate radicalism with outfa- ®Eapd ; ih;^P diverse movement — 

So I'd like to offer all Earth First!ers maybe Ma-Earth needs nonvio- —Justin (STNeill geousness. I associate radicalism ^as#ie mat is emerging, repre- 

to cooperate in struggle for lence training. Love, violence, with effectiveness. Radicalism lit- seated on these pages. 

Mother Earth. harmony: these concepts are not Dear EF! Journal, , pertaining to the — Pam Reber 

I am a journalist of Youth De- biocentric. Be intimate with your Enjoyed yer Yule issue as '“Hf root. I fail to see how the latest 

partment of Volgograd Regional tribe so you can do the hard, ways, especially BBB coverage. round of molotov cocktail fan- Dear Napalm For Brains, 

TV and Radio Center (South of ugly work that faces us. For those Outstanding. However — on page tasies is effective, pertains to the My observations and experi- 

Russia). I have one hour a week who can not wait forever. 29 you attributed Barry root of anything, k>r how it puts ence lead ^.WBfeJieve that our 

in TV channel and 10 minutes a — Elue Quickening Goldwater's famous quote at the the Earth First! best tools are grass roots outreach, 

week for broadcasting. More than 1964 Republican National Con- flanks for creating the years organization and action. These 

enough! If you will send us video Dear Lifted Loraxes, vention to Malcom? This is a off extra work of dispelling things won the battle of sierra 

or audio information about your I know I'm still kinda new to new one on me. Could Barry re- ^information that none of you blanca (where Bill Addington's 

actions and creation I'll be able the movement, but it doesn't ally have quoted Malcolm? Or are going to be around to deal business was burned down). These 

to make films and broadcasts, take a genius to see the core of visa-versa? Both possibilities with because after a year or less tactics have put the Forest "Ser- 

3,000,000 people will know about EFhadeeploveof Mother Earth's seem pretty outlandish. This is you'll go back to work for your vice” years behind schedule in 

you! We can use NTSC and all wild heart and a passion for pro- the kind of shit that helps me rich daddy or mommy. cove mallard (where my friends 

formats (Beta, S-VHS, VHS— - first tecting her from man's insane procrastinate. — Darryl Chernev, Kick-ass backpacks were thrown into a fire 

copy please). abuse. We put the EARTH FIRST! Thanks! radical eco-warrior who takes while angry, drunk loggers w/guns 

Write me please: trk@vlink.ru Now that we've stated the obvi- — Nate B. shit from no one threatened their lives). Although 
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the headwaters campaign has the ues to rape, pillage and plunder innocent citizens in order to fo- many, many things that should Dear SFB, 

advantage of big cuddly trees and the earth. Only when citizens ment fear among the larger popu- and will be discussed at the RRR, We all know that the natural 

lots of tofu eaters, I don't think stop writing letters and take di- lation. Terrorism doesn't apply to the activists conference, EF! meet- world (not to mention everyday 

there'd be a grandma standing rect action will things ever really the simple destruction of prop- ings, ect., but would be non-pro- life, as if they could be separated) is 

out there if not for the brilliant, change. Thank you for having erty, especially property illegally ductive to record for posterity in everywhere under assault. Eight 

nonviolent-nondestructive grass the courage. erected on public lands. It doesn't the Journal. Isn’t that what pa- times a year the Journal chronicles 

roots work that has brought these —Jerry Vlasak, MD apply when a group destroys pre- pers like LWOD are for? One of some ofthe assaults and accompa- 

trees to the attention of the world. rise targets of the oppressor. Why the more stimulating and inter- nying protests. It has been an end- 

Thank you ecotopia (where Judi Dear Journal Staff, would wildness defenders mourn esting discussions I'd had in a less tale of fresh outrages and, in 

and Darryl were blown up, Gypsy I am a mother of two young the long-overdue tumbling of the while was the "revolution" drijte the main, civil disobedience-type 

was cut down and the pepper womyn and a non-violent activ- outposts of oligopoly? discussion (for want of a better "directaction"andappealstowrite 

spray 500 had fire placed in their ist who uses direct action and In fairness, some of these de- term) that took place at Ijist^ear's one's government representative, 

eyes), thanks all y'all. public outreach to effectively ere- tractors, pre-(fabulous)fires, RRR. It got gnarly and was not What a losing formula! Nego- 

I spend alot of outreach energy ate change. Printing fire bomb poured their souls into fighting meant for transfer to the pages of tiafing away more of nature as a 

doing damage control and de- construction plans in the Decern- Vail's lunatical plans. They vig- any Journal. "loyal opposition," while 

fending ecotage though I ques- ber/January EF! Journal, was an orously took the lead on fighting Given the existence of theAn- legitimating law and rule in the 

tion its net positive effect. I do assault to myself and other non- for the forest and the creatures archist CookbbQiC Ifcjpl (several) bargain. But this liberal-left out- 

this in support of those whose violent activists. This type of that lay in the path of Vail's glut- radical newsletters one get lookismaybe now less dominant 

work is different from my own senseless behavior plays right into tony. However, the tactics em- in plain Drown ehfeltlifS^anifl iti Earth First! than in any other 

though our cause is the same. I the hands of those who would ployed — litigation, protest, the opportunities for verba|.and tiitte in the 90's, 

cannot see arson as a defendable like to paint all activists as de- education — failed. On the eve of internet discussions, I feel I sure as hell hope so because 

tactic (in our struggle in the states) structive or dangerous. Once destruction, another weapon was counter-productive to include this utterly compromised orien- 

for precisely the reasons that I again the nonviolent activists deployed: fire. Long-suppressed the Ned Ludd piece, and witi tation is a boring, reformist, no- 

wholly and vehemently con- who place themselves visibly on as a destroyer of "resources" in probably get more Counter-pro- win trek backward. No secret and 

demn the arson at Vail. The fact the front lines become targets for most Colorado forests, the natu- ductive as pie controversy rages no surprise that Journal reader- 

that front lines, long term, non- the negative reactions. This is ral element of fire again glim- and we waste time arguing in- ship has fallen hugely in the 90's, 

violent, non destructive activists not a game! We are risking our mered brightly. stead of strategizing. The Yule issue shows very defi- 

were in the field (and now all lives daily to stop the destruc- I agree that the threat against In related discussion, 1 appre- nite promise and renewal but 

suspects) when the act of arson tion — not to perpetuate it. This skiers was stupid and contrary to dated Ann's thoughtful com- more analysis, more creativity, 

occurred makes it an inexcusably last year I have watched the cam- a code of nonviolence. The fires, ments and analysis about how and more daring are needed. I'd 

irresponsible act. Thank you Ben paigns I work with, escalate into however, were not. They made they deal with such issues in En- like to see the best of Deep Ecol- 

and Brian from Ancient Forest violence against activists. Last poetic sense in the face of unre- gland. But she says they discuss ogy and primitivist/radical anar- 

Rescue for your wise and clear month white supremacists fire- strained violence against a shy strategic monkeywrenching while chist theory discussed and acted 

article and awesome, long, hard bombed an activist home in little cat, and her plant and ani- we discuss whether or not to en- upon. Or are work, production, 

work. Thank you Darryl and Idaho, Gypsy was killed by an mal companions. gage. Well, I think discussing consumption, and middle-class 

Oikos for your letters to sfb. I side angry logger, and police have The arson — or forest restora- whether or not to is a strategic financial support still the Earth 

w/these voices. increased the violent use of pep- tion — glows as the most effective monkeywrenching discussion, First! gods? 

Those whose words and ac- per spray. Not to mention outra- act of economic sabotage ever to because when to, where to, — John Zerzan 

tions create nonviolent — non- geous charges for nonviolent grace Colorado. It is cause for whether to at a particular time is 

destructive avenues f§yr change actions. Seven activists were con- celebration. Let's shake off those a strategic discussion. There is a Ed. Note: Journal readership has 

do nothing to harm saboteurs victed of felony for an action in desires to have a seat at the table, difference in how they carry on, increased since the Eugene collec- 

and arsonists. Unmindful aists Washington and four Cove/Mal- be media darlings, build our though, as she explains the use of tive has published the paper. 

of destruction like the vail fires lah&agtivists spent two months memberships. Let’s release our- the name Earth First! It's a strat- 

put high profile, hard working, in jail for blockading Jack Road. selves from all of that, roll up our egy decision to use or not use any Dear Editors, 

honest and accountable active In Houston bail was set at a total sleeves and get down to the dirty name, EF! or otherwise. She says Thank you Theresa Kintz and 

ists and their work in serious of $700,000 for the five activists work of resistance. it's not used for movement build- the other editors who have the 

danger (especially when arrested and charged with a — Nicole J. Rosmarino, Clear ing. Well, last I checked here, we guts and courage to support the 

coupled with threats like the felony for a simple banner hang. Creek County, Colorado are using the name publicly, and Earth Liberation Front. In the 

alleged elf communique). People I love, are suffering the frankly, 1 identify with and like face of the mainstream backlash, 

Clearly EF!J voiced my viegg reprisal for thoughtlessness of Dear SFB, organizing under the EF! banner the media backlash, and the back- 

through Ben, Brian, Darryl and this kind. It is not for me to Do you really think people because 1 think the name/slogan lash from within our own sup- 

Oikos, thank you. Other views dictate the actions of others — don’t know a molotav cocktail is speaks volumes. Because it is a posed "radical" movement, it 

were represented as well they but please think about the effects a bottle of gasoline with a rag slogan, not just an organizational takes much integrity and moral 

should be. However the editorial that your actions will have on stuffed in it, so we're serving a name like ALF. Since we do use conviction to write in support of 

slant of that issue of the Journal, the community pf activists you public service describing it? I'm the name publicly all the time, those who have little, if any, pub- 

the headline ELF iBURNS DOWN serve. Weigh the benefits of what an advocate of strategic the how to use incendiary devices lie support. 

VAIL (very questionable), the you choose to print against the monkeywrenching, when and descriptions should be in the But that's not what it's about 

graffics of elves playing w/fire lives of those individuals who where it can be effective, though newsletters of groups that don't, anyway. Our fight to save this 

(children would have been more already sacrifice much to do this 1 think there's quite a difference like LWOD, or verbal discussions. planet is not about public sup- 

accurate) and Dejpr Ned Ludd (any Work. Even if you do not agree between arson and simple prop- C'mon folks, let's be smart. port. It's about defending the 

one intelligent enough to be with my words, 1 hope that you erty destruction. I’m also an ad- All this is related to Vail, of Earth and Her critters in the face 

trusted w/such tactics can be will give me a vbice in my com- vocate of nonviolent civil course. The media field day was of an almost total lack of public 

trusted to find that info else munity arid print this letter in disobedience, though I don't con- annoyingbut let's not get bent out support. Witness the so-called 

where, why implicate all of us?) it's entirety. / sider myself a member of the of shape. Every so often some- "community" of Vail coming to 

boils down to sensationalisfic Talk of fighting 'cult of nonviolence,' and I think thing like this erupts, Vail fires, the "aid" of the multi-million 

pornography for armchair activ- destruction for change. generally the two are like oil and Ted Kacsynski, falling power lines. dollar megacorp. Vail Associates 

ists who have watched to many Fighting for peace is water. Don’t mix in the same But that’s not what's going to be after the ELF arson. Please! It's 

Bruce Willis movies. like fucking for virginity. campaign or action. That doesn't our downfall. Our in-fighting enough to make me gag! And 

Though I think the Journal rep- Every grand leader mean they don't mix in the same could. When we let it push us into, these are the people Ancient For- 

resented the majority of its read- willing his design movement. I also think it's fine in desperation, announcing a pro- est Rescue care about? Is this 

ership well, I think you have done on the masses and the Earth. and appropriate for campaigns hibition of monkeywrenching, or movement about winning the 

a horrible disservice to the great You call yourselves warriors to choose certain variations of to "stand up for radicalism" (or hearts and minds of rich white 

majority of those who do any fighting for Earth and life. the nonviolence code to suit their something) defending a tactic not yuppies who care more about lei- 

tangible work. On those grounds I see you coiver particular campaign. One of the everyone agrees with, or into pub- sure or are we about taking direct 

I feel it is my responsibility not to before the light of things that sets EF! apart from licly defining a separation in the action to stop the destmetion of 

work with you or support your that which you other enviro groups, even ones EF! movement, we're letting those the Earth, a destruction perpetu- 

work. I sincerely hope not to work assume to protect. that employ direct action, is that spin doctors that have their heads ated by the leisure activities of 

against you though I feel the last It’s not by war we allow for the discussion of up their butts control the situa- rich white yuppies? Can we get 

isspe of the Journal was work to but by love monkeywrenching* EF! didn't tion. We shouldn't ran scared from our priorities straight? (Will we 

the detriment of me and my fam- that life exists. invent monkeywrenching. But acts of sabotage because we didn't now see an article from AFR on 

ily (which includes y'all). I greatly — Troy Jones we're one of the few groups that do it and a rabid reporter is stick- theiT "community-building" 

value the friendships I have made talk about how it can be safe and ing a microphone in our face. We strategies as they volunteer their 

w/you and your incredibly gen- SFB/Letter to the Editor: effective, and that benefits ev- should think of something intelli- energy to rebuild Vail?) 

erous spirit towards me. I hope Ahh, a breath of fresh air in the eryone. But remember the E- gent to say, like pointing out the I'm not saying that we 

these things will not be destroyed raging EF! editorial supporting word; effective. It’s the only name difference between vandalismand shouldn't try to convince an un- 

by our ideological differences. I the burning of those symbols of of the game. property damage and actual ter- caring brain-dead public about 

hope you can respect my deci- dominance wielded by Vail Asso- But how-to’s on incendiary rorism, when lives are lost by via- the virtues of saving wilderness 

sions as I strive to respect yours. dates. Most alarming is that this devices are a different matter. lent means. instead of consuming more shit, 

Good luck and good will, vigilant perspective is a voice in Perhaps it's an interesting topic I will say, I thought the but let's get real here. We are a 

— Danny Doling er the wilderness. Current fashion of discussion under what circum- Journal's reporting on the Vail minority and we will always be a 

among some environmentalists stances fire ever might be an ef- incident was very good, and minority. The visions of the 

Editors: is to decry the dreadful! acts of fective tool and for whom, and AFR’s discussion was excellent masses rising up to save the trees 

Excellent job on the coverage "terrorism" which have shaken in what struggle, but let’s be real- (though the editorial was aw- and the bears are nothing but 

and editorials surrounding the the bourgeois foundations of the istic, it's a topic for verbal discus- fully shallow) — but in general, pipe-dreams. If we are depending 

vail firebombings. Its nice to see ski resort empire west of Denver. sion, not laid down as advocacy the discussion was interesting, on said masses to rise up and 

you guys take the stand that you Check your definitions on in print. In my view, that's stu- thorough and intelligent. Ned affect public policy, then we'll be 

are known for, and I appreciate terrorism. Terrorism is when a pid, insane and counterproduc- Ludd this time was not. long turned to mulch before that 

your willingness to stand up to group — in the US, often a state- tive. We have lots of forums. The More later 

the establishment that contin- supported group— violently targets Journal is only one. There are — Karen Pickett continued on page 32 
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There Are Still More SFB ? § 

Letters are supposed to be umder 3CDO words 


happens, if it does at all, which 1 
highly doubt. 

Before the Vail arson I never 
really knew about Vail. I think I 
read an article in a previous issue 
of the Journal, but it was just 
another sad story of human cor- 
porate greed destroying the wil- 
derness. File it away in the brain 
with all the other stories. But 
now I know what Vail is, and 
who Vail Associates are. And so 
do millions of others who had 
never heard of them before. 
How's that for public awareness? 

The mainstream activists 
among us will never support ar- 
son. They, like AFR, depend on 
public opinion to survive. Bot- 
tom line: they need their dollars. 
Public opinion has never and will 
never support arson, or any acts 
of eco-sabotage. And condemn- 
ing eco-sabotage only reveals the 
moral bankruptcy of these activ- 
ists, who tremble and whither in 
their boots at the thought of los- 
ing their funding, or being called 
nasty names in the media. Or 
being afraid of the police. Fear. 
That's what it's about. Lose your 
fear and seize your power! 

Annie, in her article about the 
EF! gathering in the UK, hit the 
issue square on the head when 
she talked about the differences 
between the two continents. Here 
people tried, a huge mistake I 
believe, to turn EF! into a mass 
movement, complete with repeti- 
tive and boring waste-of-time- 
and-energy tactics which fail over 
and over again to stop or change 
anything, while over there folks 
have remained true to the roots 
of EF! by rejecting that path and 
continuing the resistance with 
autonomous cells of eco-sabo- 
teurs. And can you tell me which 
movement is more vital? More 
alive? More creative? More No 
Fucking Compromise? 

I can understand why people 
cannot publicly support the ELF, 
even if they do support them 
privately, especially if those 
people are involved in the main- 
stream and civil disobedience 
aspects of the movement. It is a 
sad comment on the state of Earth 
Defense in North America that 
most activists pander to their 
funders, pander to the media and 
police, and pander to the "com- 
munities" of consumers with 
their denunciations of ecotage. 
If we truly put the Earth first, 
then we would have the guts and 
courage to say "Yeah, we don't 
want Vail here and we support 
its total destruction, by any 
means necessary, and without 
compromise to any special hu- 
man interest groups!" 

No Compromise in Defense of 
Mother Earth? I sure hope so! A 
huge Thank You to the brave war- 
riors and Elves of the Earth Lib- 
eration Front. And thank you 
Theresa Kintz for helping to bring 
this supposed no compromise 
movement back to its roots of 
direct action, and for trying to 
give back to the Journal some rel- 
evance, dignity, and integrity. 

— David Barbarash 

Dear Earth First! Journal staff, 

It is with great concern that we 
write to you regarding the edito- 
rial by the Journal staff member 
Theresa Kintz referring to the re- 
cent arson at Vail Mountain, and 
other associated content appear- 
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ing in the Yule issue of the Earth 
First! Journal. As a result of the 
author's obvious advocacy of the 
actions of those who perpetrated 
the Vail arson, and the publication 
of this assertion in the Earth First! 
Journal editorial column, we are 
compelled to question, if not 
openly disassociate from, the mo- 
tivations and positions of the Earth 
First! Journal and staff as a whole. 
In addition, and in what is our 
opinion a much more serious is- 
sue, is the publication of informa- 
tion regarding the manufacture 
and use of incendiary devices on 
pg. 29. Because of the appearance 
of these and other related content 
in the Yule issue we have decided 
to withhold the requested update 
on the Luna tree-sit and submit 
this letter instead. 

While we recognize the right of 
the EarthFirst! Journal andall indi- 
viduals to free speech, we also 
retain the right to choose which 
speech we allow ourselves to be 
associated with. We do not wish 
to become censors or in any way 
limit the content of discourse re- 
garding defense of our planet. We 
do strongly maintain, however, 
as individuals working from a 
foundation based on peaceful re- 
sistance, that we cannot support, 
nor be part of, both clear and 
implied advocacy of actions such 
as the Vail arson as was presented 
in the Journal. 

The Earth First! Journal has served 
as a much appreciated and impor- 
tant element of ours and many 
other campaigns to protect wild 
places throughout the world. Not 
only do we value the Journal and 
its dedicated staff for providing 
an opportunity to raise awareness 
about ancient forest issues and 
inform its readership of our ac- 
tions such as the Luna tree-sit; we 
view the Journal as an important 
tool to stay updated regarding is- 
sues, ideas, and campaigns else- 
where. This includes supporting 
reportage of events such as that in 
Vail, as published in Lacey 
Phillabaum's article "ELF Burns 
Down Vail." Our support ends, 
however, when actions of this 
nature are advocated for, placing 
ourselves in a position in which 
we have been associated with 
those actions in a de facto man- 
ner. We agree that the article "How 
AFR Got Burned," by Ben and 
Brian of Ancient Forest Rescue 
provided an amount of balance to 
the issue. But as evidenced by 
Kintz’s centerpiece editorial col- 
umn, the Dear Ned Ludd feature, 
and drawings depicting arson, 
tree-spiking, ect., the position of 
the Journal staff clearly supports 
and advocates for such actions as 
those attributed to the ELF at Vail. 

Disclaimer or not, the Earth First! 
Journal is viewed by the public as 
a voice of the Earth First! move- 
ment, and associated groups and 
individuals. Content that is pub- 
lished in the Journal reflects on all 
of us as a whole. As a direct result 
it is often those of us that choose 
to take a stand in an open and 
public manner who are left to 
address the fallout of others. The 
publication of the materials in 
question has demonstrated a bla- 
tant disregard for the work, public 
support, and safety of a great many 
activists that comprise the heart 
of this movement. 

We, as individuals, stand for 
and take part in on a daily basis 


peaceful resistance against the 
destruction of our Earth. We 
stand for action based in love 
and respect for all life. We do not 
support any action that may po- 
tentially bring harm to any life, 
and we cannot in good con- 
science support or work in con- 
junction with those who do. We 
are returning our copies of the 
Yule issue of the Earth First! Jour- 
nal that have been provided to us 
for fundraising and distribution, 
desiringnot to censor, but clearly 
not to be involved in providing a 
platform for the material con- 
tained within. Your response to 
this matter is greatly anticipated 
and will form the basis of future 
action on our part. 

In love and respect for all life, 
—Julia Butterfly Hill and 
Robert Parker 


ma 




Hi Folks, 

Like a breath of fresh air, the yule 
issue of the Journal came to me 
today. I didn't get past page two 
before I felt the urge to put my two 
cents worth in, so here: Theresa 
Kintz, you are beautiful. 

When the night got bright in 
Vail, it was to be expected that 
there would be a great chorus of 
wailing and whining from the re- 
spectable fringe. Hell, tiring though 
they may be, most of them prob- 
ably are sincere and really do be- 
lieve that us bombers and arsonists 
and other night workers are bad for 
the cause. But one of the reasons 
that EF! has lasted thus far is our 
own ability and willingness to in- 
clude widely disparate viewpoints. 

From the beginning, 
monkeywrenching has lain close 
to the heart of most EF! thought 
and action. While actual 
monkeywrenchers were always 
few and far between, there re- 
mained that large, noisy crowd of 
wannabes that wanted to, and 
thought to themselves that they 
just might, someday... This im- 
plied threat thus always set EF! 
apart from the 'respectable' envi- 
ronmentalists. The feds don't get 
nervous when the Sierra Club 
comes to town. 

The debate will continue on 
the pros and cons of 
monkeywrenching, with those 
arguing against it appearing to 
greatly outnumber those in fa- 
vor, if for no other reason than 
that those inclined to flic their 
bics are more likely to do it than 
debate it. Which made Theresa's 
intelligent, passionate argument 
all the more refreshing. Thanks 
Theresa, and all the rest of you 
pro and con. As long as you feel 
strongly enough about saving 
the bioshpere to argue about it 
there's hope. 

Be careful out there folks. With 
love and rage, 

—Rod Smith 

i! 

Dear EF! 

As a full-time activist for An- 
cient Forest Rescue, I eagerly an- 
ticipated the Yule issue of the 
Journal. I wondered how the 
voice of our movement was go- 
ing to cover the arson on Vail 
Mountain. I expected a debate; I 
expected disagreement; I ex- 
pected a well rounded discussion 
of the issues. 

My first impression was, of 
course, the cover and I was awed 
by the beautiful image of the lynx. 

I thought finally the media is ex- 


posing the sad fate of the lynx in 
Colorado and the disastrous ef- 
fects Vail's expansion might have 
on a place ripe with historical 
lynx sightings. With much re- 
lief, I thought the hype and sen- 
sationalism of the arson was not 
going to be dignified by our Jour- 
nal. However, as I turned to page 
one, I wondered just what rag I 
was reading. The header boldly 
stated Earth First!, but the na- 
ivete of the title article "ELF Burns 
Down Vail," left me 
dumbfounded. Two questions 
struck me like lightening from 
above. Did the ELF really do this? 
Could there be no other 
possibilities. According to the 
Journal, apparently not. Next I 
wondered how Vail could be 
making millions of dollars as I 
write this letter if they were in 
fact "burned down." Last I no- 
ticed ONE of Vail's 72 restau- 
rants was destroyed by the fire. 
Clearcut surfing is still alive and 
well on Vail Mountain as is the 
destruction plan of the Two Elk 
Roadless Area. 

Yet despite the grandiose and 
inaccurate title, I thought the ar- 
ticle was well done with the fol- 
lowing exceptions. The article 
states, "But while AFR bided its 
time, the ELF acted." Let me make 
one thing perfectly clear, the log- 
ging and roading of the Two Elk 
Roadless Area began AFTER the 
arson. The other problem I have 
is that Jeff Berman is not an AFR 
spokesperson. Jeff's statements 
reflect Jeff's opinion only. AFR is 
a diverse group and no one per- 
son can speak for us all. How- 
ever, Jeff's frustration must be 
understood. He worked hard to 
sway a vocal majority to oppose 
Vail's expansion only to watch it 
slip from our control as environ- 
mentalism became synonymous 
with terrorism in the Vail Valley. 

My last comment is reserved 
for "Fanning the Flames of Resis- 
tance." The piece sure was a nice 
romantic dream, be sure to let me 
know when you wake-up and 
want to start saving wilderness. 

— Ben Doon 

SFB, 

The front page photo of 'Vail 
Burning' (Yule '99) is beautiful. 
Beauty and rage to warm our 
hearts... and a lasting symbol of 
insurrection. Moderate groups 
who don't like bonfires had bet- 
ter get used to it. But it's OK for 
them to distance themselves from 
Saboteurs — actually that's part of 
the plan. As for EF! and the Jour- 
nal, the lack of a 'meaningful 
strategy' for the movement and a 
lot of petty, dogmatic bickering 
over defining what is violence 
are reflected in the Journal. The 
folks in Eugene have done a su- 
per job. The Journal needs to keep 
being an open forum for radical 
environmental views, stimulate 
debate, ect. There are plenty of 
moderate publications. 

Actions like the ELF at Vail 
will happen more and more. 
Why? The democrats and the 
eco-moderates have failed so to- 
tally, that few people have any 
faith in them. There will always 
be people who have to act 'from 
the heart.' Denial and 'make- 
h$heve'j$feforms don't keep ev- 
eryone eco-Prozaced. Elves rock! 
Lawyers suck. 

— ZZINNIA 

PS — Most of the articles in the 
Journal don't seem very 
biocentric. I'd like to see some- 
one address whether key con- 
cepts like nonviolence, uncon- 
ditional love or the future we 


are trying to create aren't 
doomed to recreate a human 
dominated perspective 

Dear EF! 

Why Vail? The Colorado An- 
cient Forest Rescue had garnered 
substantial community support 
to oppose the expansion of the 
Vail ski resort by direct action and 
the so-called Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) fucked it up! There are 
thousands of other targets out 
there, unguarded roads, wood 
bridges, equipment, ect., near 
other destructive projects that do 
not have organized opposition. 

Why didn't the ELF hit a dozen 
of these sites instead? Is the ELF 
just a bunch of media sluts?! Did 
the ELF just pull this target out of 
some rag with no realization of 
what was really going on there? 

The so called ELF or wise-use 
equivalent hit the Detroit and 
Oakridge Ranger station in Or- 
egon back in 1996. Luckily, the 
Warner Creek Blockade Campaign 
had already achieved success be- 
fore those arson incidents. Other- 
wise the so-called ELF would have 
fucked that up too! 

If I was a member of Ancient 
Forest Rescue, I would speculate 
that the Vail arson was a covert 
action pulled off by some militant 
wise-use group or the FBI. 

If the ELF is indeed made up of 
warriors, then I would surmise ELF 
is indicative of many of the radical 
enviros; you really lack a work 
ethic when it comes to the daily 
grunt work that it requires to save 
wild places. Many radical enviros 
seem to believe that saving the 
biosphere is less than a part-time 
commitment. In between wage 
-work, socializing (drinking and sex) 
we'll do a rally or two. And it must 
be fun and exciting. Well 
BULLSHIT! Saving the biosphere 
is a daily life-long commitment. 
Many times it is fun. Many times it 
is drudgery. But you get on with it 
because you must to remain posi- 
tive and hopeful. 

If the ELF is on the side of pre- 
venting ecocide, I urge them to get 
their shit together, do their re- 
search and don't fuck up existing 
radical environmental campaigns! 

— A Grunt 


Ed. Note: 

The Journal is not a public rela- 
tions tool for your local campaign. 
We are a newspaper for items of 
interest to the fill spectrum of the 
radical environmental movement. 

After the Vail fire, we received a 
number of submissions represent- 
ing a variety of viewpoints on the 
topic, as well as many unstruc- 
tured comments, which indicated 
to us that there was an audience 
for the Ned Ludd piece. (If you 
aren't aware that Earth First! ers 
might want to read such things in 
the Journal, go visit a different 
watershed.) Though we are respon- 
sive to input, we do not act as de 
facto movement censors. We do 
not make decision based on what 
is strategically best for the move- 
ment. Such an attempt would be 
untenable, yet more stressful and 
contrary to the spirit of the free 
exchange of ideas. Worse yet, that 
1 would reduce Earth First! to low- 
est common denominator environ- 
mentalism, and we already have 
enough of that. 

But the controversy at hand is 
not about the Earth First! J ournal. 
It's about who we are as a move- 
ment, in fact it raises the question 
of whether such a cohesive beast 
exists. Those of you who have aimed 
your gripes at the Journal are blam- 
ing the messenger. . 




Wind is youK bedpeLLow , moon yom pillow, and sandswne buTTes you n <k earns 

£ i , i . fl A'**' «.• 

And morning canyon walls kneade joy imo you k bones. 


those Bound to constant movement, zvirging through tornadoes, 
migrating through the years; 

including those too busy to stop and smell the earth. Hr 
And Gaia Bless 

I , ■ , 2 > j. ; 'j ■ ^ 

those remaining still enough through these storms of transition, 

zvho bond their flesh to dirt, 

who hear and record her instruction and song, 


You aite Lovers wnh rushing warer and Towering clipp 
You sit chuckUng por days wnh CoyoTe and wnh Raven 
You play wnh moon shadow and Moumain Lion 

i|jj| \ ' d ' ffl 

You share secrets wnh Canyon Wren and Porcupine 
isper The Wildness wnh Horned Lizard and Dr agonply. 


rage in blood red canyons add weep wnh This Lt 
you piqkr pieny hatred wnh a pull hec 
t op hope dance upon The canyon walls op your si 

Rememl 

ter This Land Remember This place Remember 
and eyebrows pine needles and peatbers will grc 
he authors -Fanh Wall 
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those who always act decisively, but never out of hatred; 
yes... those whose every living breath 




Qaia Bless 

J 

us each in our fleeting, mortal moment, 
our willingness to feel, our trying to make it real. 

Qaia Bless * 

all the sensitive souls among out blighted human kind, 
bless those who reject the distractions of our age 
to hear the cries of the sacred ‘Mother. 

Qaia Bless ' ** 

those that hear and respond to “Her Call 

zvith struggle, even when struggle fails; 

zvith healing, even when our healing proves less than adequate 

to stem the flow of precious Qaian blood; 

and zvith prayer, even as we ache to understand her answers 

cast in evolutionary code, in the rustling of den-bound snakes 

and the shaking of Mer zvinter storms. 

Qaia Bless 

the bards singing of hope to the same weary choir; 
the poets calltiy for the Qodsfor the Qodless; 
the artists drazvingfor the blind. 

Qaia Bless 

the old folks who talk t0 weeds, and kids who asktoo many questions. 
Qaia Bless 

the tribes and the tribeless; 

the happily married, those seeking and those contented alone; 
those who forgive but rnver forget; 

and all imperfect tzOo-Ceggeds who serve the perfection of Ojature. 

Qaia Bless 

those who oppose the bulldozers 

and those zvho instead plant flowers in the Bulldozer's most recent tracks; 
the teachers and the hermits, the first and the last. 

Qaia Bless those of our kind instilled with patience, 
unwilling to deny (Her the thousands of years of painful change 
that is her timely rite of passage. 

And Qaia Bless 

the impatient among us as well, 

unzvilling and unable to accept the reality of temporary defeats, 

risking drozvning in the depths 

to assist even a little the height of her rising tides. 

Qaia Bless 

Pier warriors, who give up their freedom, their families, 
their homes and their lives 

for something greater than our lonely, individual selves. 

Qaia Bless 




Clear as cut glass 
& just as 
dangerous 


S'AC'R'l'F'lOE 

Tire rages 

Tforthwest rain begins 
Tfearts ache antf waif 
‘Anger rises syirit flies 
■ Tor an earth warrior 
Qypsy 

J-fas risen hack 
On the infinite wings of an eagle 
With fuff heart he charged forth 
t o defend the ancient mountain of Qrizzfy Creek 
A sanctuary of plant, creature, and spirit 
threatened by merciless greed 
And disrespect for all fife 
gypsy rose strong as a peaceful warrior 
And this grand forest called him forth 
t o stand in their defense 
And a tree was killed, sliced, sawed, 

‘By a logger, by Tacific Lumber, 

‘By Charles turwitz, by greed, 

And that tree’s weight 
the heart’s core, the years of growth rings, 
the bark and wisdom Tell from the sky, 

And bones of passion, bones of truth 
Were offered back to the forest 
(Back to Mama Tarth, 
ter healing hands taking his broken body 
Treeing his unbroken spirit 

— Lichen 

WOMAN 

Woman, you qnasp The hand op RaTTLesnake 
You dance on The Peaks wnh norbmg buz a song and a beam 

You aKe GnizzLy-waLkmg-upRighT 
And Like Than old Pondenosa you k roots ane bunted deep in This Land. 

WiLdpLowens gnace youn szep and sage bLesses youn pad 
S andsTone cLipps Laugh when youn nusry skin becomes its own 
BanneL CacTus pLays pon you a waLzz 


Hots of Stuff is (joina On. 



Land-Air-Water 

Conference 

March 4-7 


The 17th annual Public Interest 
Environmental Law Conference in 
Eugene, OR will provide a forum for 
controversies from ecotage toMakah 
whaling rights. Over 100 panels will 
cover issues such as corporate domi- 
nance, indigenous rights, tactics, 
strategies and animal research. Speak- 
ers include Ramona Africa, David 
Brower and Dr. Helen Caldicott. John 
Trudell, Dana Lyons and Casey Neill 
will be performing. For more infor- 
mation write to LAW Conference at 
1221 University of Oregon, Eugene, 
OR 97403; (541) 346-3828; http:// 
www.pieIc.uoregon.edu. 


CONCERNED^./ 
SINGLES A/ x 
NEWSLETTER 

links compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • All ages • Since 1984 

Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
Lanox Dala, MA 01242; 
call (413) 445-6309: 

or browse http://www.concemedaingla8.com 




Celebrate the one-year anniversary 
of the victorious occupation that 
stopped the desecration of sacred land 
at Ward Valley. Join activists from 
around the world gathering to save 
sacred Indian land, the Colorado River 
and the desert tortoise from a nuclear 
waste dump. 

Traditional ceremonies will be Feb- 
ruary 12-13 with strategy meetings, 
tours, hikes and workshops on Sun- 
day and Monday. 

Ward Valley is 22 miles west of 
Needles, CA. Take the Water Road exit 
off 1-40. Please contact Save Ward 
Valley at 107 F street, Needles, CA 
92363; (760) 326-6267. 

I^Cascabia Wildlands Project] 

Protecting wilb creatures 
anb places of DW Oregon 
We need your help desperately. . 
' After one year of operation and sev- * 
I enteen filed appeals, our equipment I 
I is delapidated, obsolete and dysfunc- I 
| tional. We need $$$, a 4x4 vehicle, | 
| hi-8 video equipment, cameras, a | 
| computer and $$$. Thanks. CWP, | 
I POB 10455, Eugene, OR 97440; i 
|jdj@efn.org; (541)747-9116. ! 
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RESISTANCE, SABOTAGE AND MUSIC, a two hour video documentary 
(NTSC) about the history ot resistance to industrial capitalism, focusing 
on Earth First, the IWW (wobblics), and the Luddites. Features interviews 
with Judi Bari. Howard Zinn, loggers, wobblics, and many more. Compares 
cultures of resistance, their arts and music, and their tactics. Includes quite 
a bit of vintage footage, as well as current action footage from demonstrations. 

$15.00 

jTCHKUNG! vs. THE STATE, a one hour video documentary (N 1 SC), 
it follows the heartwarming relationship between an anarchist performance 
collective and their local police and fire depts. Exploding dumpters, parades, 
riot cops, clowns, tall talcs, and a lot of good show performance footage. 

$15.00 


jTCHKUNG! “POST WORLD HANDBOOK”, a compact disk recording 
with propaganda booklet, it is full length and features suen tracks Ciearcut- 
Spike” “Feral" “Truckstop”, and more. Family Fun! 

$13.00 


All prices in United States Imperial Dollars 
Please send check or money order 
Plus $2.00 shippng to 
jTCHKUNG! Media Product 
1 122 E. Pike, Suite 949 
Seattle, WA. 9H122 USA 


1999 SOLIDARITY 


IF'" 


AL 



WEST COAST FOOD NOT 
BOMBS GATH FBI NO 

April 2-4, Ventura, CA 

Come on out for art shows, workshops, 
local gigs and more. There will be free vegan 
food and camping nearby. Contact Food 
Not Bombs, POB 1563, Ventura, CA 93002. 


International Action Against Global Economy 


I 


une 


Let's get ready to rumble on June 
18, 1999. When the eight richest 
countries that rule the world meet in 
Koln, Germany to forward the mili- 
tary march of global capitalism, we 
too will gather in resistance, liberat- 
ing our desires in financial centers 
around the world. 

Our stuggle is more than sympa- 
thetic to other movements, it is 
interelated. Global capitalism is the 
root of our social and ecological suf- 


18 

ferings, and global resistance is our 
strength. June 18 is a call for all 
groups to organize autonomous ac- 
tions across the globe. Groups in the 
United Kingdom are planning to oc- 
cupy and transform London. From 
mass actions to small affinity groups, 
everyone should get involved. Pick 
an issue. Pick a target. Plot an action. 
Contact j 1 8discussion@gn.apc.org or 
write to June 18, POB 9656, London, 
N4 4JY, UK. 


CALL TO ACTION— MARCH 14 

International Day of Action Against 
Dams and for Riwers f Water and Life 

This day of action was stared by participants at the First International 
Meeting of People Affected by Dams in Curitiba, Brazil. At least 10,000 people 
demonstrated in 1998 by letter writing and cleaning of rivers. This year 
organizers are expecting over 100,000 participants. Show your support by 
organizing a demonstration. Contact the International Rivers Network at 1847 
Berkeley Way, Berkeley, CA 94703; (510) 848-1155. To see what other groups 
have planned, check the website at www.irn.org. 


LIVE RENT-FREE, WORLDWIDE 



The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would like to live rent- 
free and caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887-EF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377.(602) 488-1970. 

www.angelfire.com/wa/caretaker 


Fantastic 
Phone Savings! 

from 



Long Distance 

Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a rate reduction on 
your phone bill. Plus, Affinity will 
give 5% of your bill to the 
EF! Journal; 

a gift that keeps on giving. 

To sign up, contact Steve at 
Affinity, 2631 Regent St., 
Berkeley, CA 94704-3314, 
(510)644-2778 

ORG# 6710500-000 • REP# 141-0142-85 


Help Gypsy Mountain 

Earth First! continues to maintain tree-sits and a defense of Gypsy Moun- 
tain, where David Gypsy Chain was killed by a Maxxam logging operation. 
Please bring contributions to the Used Bookstore in Redway or the Areata 
Earth First! office at POB 28, Areata, CA 95518. We need raingear, hiking 
boots, camping gear, food, chocolate, coffee, video equipment, cameras, 
videotape, a functioning vehicle, tarps, wool and polypropolene clothing, 
hat, flashlights and firewood. 


Earth Sensitive Products 

Bl. INDEPENDENT. WORK fOR YOURSELF. RATED #1 HOME-BASED BUSINESS. FOCUS ON 
| - HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT. No INVENTORY, NO DELIVERIES. UNLIMITED INCOME 

ext. 820-2.- 
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Come on, doin the lun 


TOTAL LIBERATION CONFERENCE 

February 12-15 BOCA FL 


Come learn about indigenous 
struggles, political prisoner support, 
self defense, political canvassing, the 
environmental and animal rights 
connection, Earth First!, school re- 
sistance, homophobia, feminism 
and oh so much more! There will be 


some amazing speakers including 
Ramona Africa and Saxon Wood. 
Plus, you get a weekend in sunny 
Florida. To sign up, contact the Ani- 
mal Defense League of Boca Raton, 
POB 812462, Boca Raton, FL 33481- 
2462; xdbergx@juno.com. 


SEND YOUR SUBMISSIONS TO 

Live Wiu> or Pie 

#8 is in production and needs your radical thoughts, actions, art and 
suggestions. Please send stuff to LWOD, POB 481, Tucson, AZ 85702. 

Orders for #7, 40 newspaper- size pages full of anarchy, sabotage, 
direct action and more, are also available. T-shirts can also be ordered. 






1 9 i h AtmuaL Rivers FesnvaL 

Febmany 19-21, For t Mason Cemex in San Fmncisco,CA 

Friends of the River, California's statewide river conservation orga- 
nization, is hosting this event which combines the latest on conserva- 
tion issues with the latest in outdoor recreation opportunities. 

Centered around the theme of removing dams and protecting 
rivers, this year's events contain a number of conservation workshops 
featuring a range of environmental experts. Other special events 
include live and silent auctions, a sea kayak race and a gear swap. 

Friends of the River is dedicated to preserving, protecting and 
restoring California's rivers and streams and their watersheds. For 
more information contact Greta Ossman, festival coordinator at (916) 
442-3155 x205; ossman@friendsofthe river.org. 




/ \ 

AIKS SHUnift llii 

ilA In A6lS60,CA 

Come join activities designed to 
shift the balance of forces regard- 
ing transportaion. Events includ- 
ing art shows, displays, and per- 
formances and will center around 
a July Critical Mass ride, the sec- 
ond anniversary of the huge 
"Willie Brown Weenie" ride. For 
info see the Bike Summer website 
at www.sfbike.org/bikesummer or 
call (415) 431-2453 

k 



On Indian land 


A/tematives 

brings it all together... 

For 25 yrs Alternatives \ 
has brought together 
community activists, 
and researchers to 
discuss environmental 
issues with all their 
social, political and economic components. 

Subscribe today! 

Please send your name, address, with a cheque to: 
Alternatives Journal, da Environmental Studies 
U of Waterloo, Waterloo, ON, Care, N2L 3G1 
Call (519) 888- 4545 to order by credit card 
/ y ear foreign $34 (US) 



On Indian Land is an American 
Indian issues newspaper cover- 
ing topics of importance to 
indigenous peoples of North 
America, including treaty, 
land, and sovereignty rights, 
religious freedom, and poli- 
tical prisoners. Subscription 
rates for 1 year/4 issues are: 

$12 (individual) 

$20 (institution) 

Make check out & send to: 

Support for Native Sovereignty 
PO Box 2104, Seattle WA 98111 


the N 

Res 


information about 
& support for 
imprisoned 
anti-nuclear & 
anti-war activists 



• Action reports & future actions 1 
Prisoner support info • International 
resistance news • Writings from jail • 
A network for nonviolent direct actiorl 


$ 15/year 

(US$20 Canada, US$25 overseas) 

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 


POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA 
nukeresisfer@iqc.orq 


/lies a f&elnqe lOeitevs Retreat 


The Mesa Refuge writers retreat is now accepting applications for its spring and 
summer sessions. The deadline is February 15. 

The Mesa Refuge invites people to think and write about the edges between 
human activity and capitalism in particular and the natural world we are obliged 
to preserve. The Refuge offers full amenities. 

We invite you to continue your writing on environmental and economic 
concerns at the Mesa Refuge this year. Please contact us at 1221 Preservation Park 
Way, Oakland, CA 94612; (510) 834-2995; www.commoncounsel.org for details 
on the program. 



A pamphlet on biotechnology now available: 

Genetic Engineering and The Threat to Life 

As you read this, the world's food market 
is being flooded with genetically engineered 
organisms in a twisted and insufficiently 
researched experiment in which we are all 
guinea pigs. This technology crosses genes 
between unrelated species and breaks all 
previous biological boundaries! for example, geneticists have 
crossed tomatoes with deep sea fish genes to preventthem 
from freezing). This 16 page pamphlet covers many of the 
potentially catastrophic implications of biotechnology: 

$ risks to the earth and her creatures 
S health and well-being of humans 
$ global dependence biotech corporations 
$ corporate censorship of public backlash 
Bio-engineering can also be used for cloning, selecting genes 
that we pass onto our children, tampering with the genes 
that make us age, and any other way we 'decide to alter 
nature's beautiful designs. ..let's hear it for the brave new 
world! 

Send us your name and address for a copy! Please include»a 
stamp (or a donation), but we'll send one either way? Send to: 



Sonoma County Earth First!/ Biotech Last! 
P.O. Box # 3 3 2 1 m 

Santa Rosa, CA 9 5 4 0 2 * 



Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 

Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 

W hether you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 

E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and- the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, £”s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have 1 been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 


I 0 YES! 


Send me my FREE 
trial issue of E/The 


I 

| subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 
_ $19.95. If not, 131 just return the subscription 
| invoice marked “cancel" and return it to you. 

I The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 
or obligation to me. 


ADDRESS 


CITY. STATE. ZIP 


AS 9830 


I 

L — 


1 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For Faster Service Call 1-8QQ-967-6572! j 
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FILM: 


by Woody Beardsly 


They say that truth is 
stranger than fiction, and that 
adage is apparent in the work 
of documentary film producer 
Doug Hawes-Davis. It is also 
said that life imitates art, 
which imitates life — a strange 
hall of mirrors which came to 
mind when I saw Hawes-Davis' 
latest film. Maybe it was the 
anticipation of Halloween, or 
maybe it was the left-over buzz 
about the arson fires on the 
Vail ski hill, either way the 
scene at Colorado's Boulder 
Theater on October 28 was 
downright surreal. 

More than 250 people gath- 
ered for the opening of the 
humorously touted "world premiere" of 
"Varmints, " the latest of Hawes-Davis' films spon- 
sored by the Missoula, Montana-based Ecology 
Center. The fifth in a series of hard-hitting envi- 
ronmental documentaries, "Varmints" is about 
the plight of the black-tailed prairie dog and the 
loss of its habitat, as well as the cattle industry's 
desire to extirpate the critter from the North Ameri- 
can shortgrass prairie. As one reviewer commented, 
it is hard to tell who the real varmints are. 

Like some character out of the television cartoon 
"King of the Hill, " Mark Mason, a member of the 
Varmint Militia (a prairie dog shooting club) and 
one of the more glaring characters in the video, was 
in attendance with his wife and two 
kids. It was rumored he was wearing 
a flak jacket. To add to the mix, about 
half a dozen members of a group 
calling itself Rocky Mountain Animal 
• |||| j Defense showed up to picket the 
screening. A Hunter Thompson air of 
fear and loathing hung in the theater 
as the lights dimmed and the projec- 
tor started. 

"Varmints " is Hawes-Davis 'first fea- 
ture-length project, and though it 
feels every bit of 90 minutes, the 





■ 


video is a needed relief from the sugar-coated pabu- 
lum one sees on National Geographic, the Discov- 
ery Channel and other such venues. Hawes-Davis 
has a unique ability to capture the strange para- 
doxes surrounding controversial issues: the anger, 
the ignorance, the passion and the duplicity. He is 
a master of the ironic. 

His technique is to go out and talk to everybody 
and anybody possibly involved in the issue and get 
them to tell their version of the story to the camera. 
In the process he covers a lot of ground, meets a wide 
variety of people and uncovers some truths a viewer 
might otherwise wish were fiction. With no sub- 
titles or names of individuals given during inter- 
views there is little more than the occasional badge 
or uniform to give viewers a sense of who is who. 
There is only what they say and do. 

Footage of prairie dogs exploding from Varmint 
Militia high-velocity bullets, a rockin' soundtrack 
by Nedd Mudd, the Incontinentals and Aaron Parrett 
and old black and white newsreel footage of early 
government-sponsored poisoning campaigns keeps 
this documentary from becoming your typical talk- 
ing-head video. There is a great deal of information 
revealed about the biology and ecology of prairie 
dogs and the prairie ecosystem of which they are a 
crucial part. The video serves as needed balance to 


BOOK: 



by Jay Lininger 

The struggle to save the 
forest must embrace the 
social and economic con- 
cerns of working people. 

That is one message of 
Beverly A. Brown's book, 
In Timber Country. 

Brown interviews poor and work- 
ing class residents of Southern 
Oregon's Rogue Valley to "explore 
[their] opinions about changing local 
conditions that differ significantly" 
from official accounts. The interviews 
largely confront the question of who 
will control the region's waterways 
and forests. This is, then, a book about 
land and power. 

An important theme throughout is 
the class differences between workers 
and managers in the timber industry. 
"All the millworkers is (sic) one kind 
of a community, as far as their survival 
techniques," says Rhonda Marshall. 
"Then you have managerial people — 
their survival techniques would be 
totally different." 

To Chuck Carter, management sur- 
vives by shipping local jobs overseas: 
"I'll tell you what's costing more people 
work in the sawmills... is them boat- 
loads of timber going to Portland, 
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Coos Bay, headed right straight for 
Japan... And while you're watching 
this spotted owl, they're floating them 
logs out of here by the boatload." 

Despite the resentment that most 
workers feel toward the industry, they 
generally feel powerless to change any- 
thing. Many factors compound the 
workers' disempowerment and con- 
tribute to a declining quality of life, 
including: the predominance of low- 
wage service jobs outside the timber 
industry; a general lack of opportuni- 
ties for worker education or retrain- 
ing; gentrification and population 
growth caused by the in-migration of 
wealthy urbanites; diminishing access 
to public land; rising drug produc- 
tion, particularly in methamphet- 
amines, which escalates local crime 
rates and the demand for police and 
jails; and rampant domestic violence. 

Brown argues that public demon- 
strations in support of the timber in- 
dustry must be understood in this 
context. Events like the Silver Fire 
Roundup, in which thousands of people 
jammed the Josephine County Fair- 
grounds to rally in support of salvage 
logging in the North Kalmiopsis 
Roadless Area, have been 
mischaracterized as blind shows of 
worker support for the timber indus- 


try. However, Brown sees them as "less 
of a rubber-stamp endorsement of the 
timber industry than a celebration of 
solidarity among people who identify 
themselves with their rural and small- 
town communities" in the face of an 
uncertain future. If anything, workers 
support the timber industry because it is 
the only faction in the timber wars that 
pretends to speak in their interests. 

But only independently organized 
unions can speak for the real interests 
of workers. Without strong unions, 
the industry poses as the champion of 
the working class against hostile envi- 
ronmentalists and government offi- 
cials who try to "lock up the land." 

Workers hate to see watersheds 
trashed by clearcuts, and most of those 
interviewed support protecting the for- 
est. By and large, however, job secu- 
rity and personal survival are two core 
working class concerns that are not 
accounted for by environmental 
rhetoric and protest tactics. Loggers 
who have encountered Earth First! 
activists in the woods say that con- 
frontations occur because activists fre- 
quently commit the blunder of 
discounting workers' interests, or 
worse, telling them that the way they 
live is wrong. As a result, Earth Firstlers 
are perceived as distant, faceless an- 


decades of misinformation perpetuated by cattle 
growers and their advocates in federal and state 
agencies. More might have been shown of the im- 
pact suburban sprawl has had on the prairie dog. 
Given the millions of acres of wildlife habitat lost to 
development every year, it should weigh in as part 
of the picture. But overall it's a top-rate production. 

Having previously viewed the film, I was amazed an 
animal rights group would protest the premiere. 
They were worried the video promoted the shooting 
of prairie dogs and were handing out a pamphlet 
called the "official viewers guide" to the film. Despite 
the fact that Hawes-Davis never authorized their 
official guide, the pamphlet had lots of good informa- 
tion about prairie dogs, much of the same covered in 
the film. When the activists were asked why they 
were protesting a pro-prairie dog premiere, they could 
only shyly admit they had not yet seen it. Go figure. 

There was a question and answer period follow- 
ing the showing. It started in orderly fashion but 
very quickly erupted into a series of cat calls and 
angry epithets thrown at Mark Mason, the Varmit 
Militia member. When given a chance to respond. 
Mason hurriedly replied, "Well, it will at least 
make people think." And then he very calmly but 
very purposefully gathered his family and walked 
out of the theater. 

Out on the street, side-stepping angry college-age 
women who were all but spitting anger at Mason, I 
tried to keep up with him on the way to his car. I 
asked Mason if the video would change his view of 
or behavior towards prairie dogs. He laughed at me 
and said, "Sure. I'll probably load a heavier grained 
bullet." Like I said, go figure. 

Produced with assistance from the Fund For Ani- 
mals, the Humane Society of the United States and 
the Predator Project, the video features the camera 
work of Drury Gunn Carr and debuts the production 
talents of grassroots activist Jennifer Ferenstein. 
"Varmints" typifies the issue-driven collaborative 
style of the Ecology Center and Hawes-Davis' work. 

For information on his other videos or to get a copy 
of "Varmints" contact High Plains Films, POB 8796, 
Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 543-6726. VHS copies $30 
postpaid. Other films by the Ecology Center: "The 
Element of Doom, " 1 992, 32 minutes (lead mining in 
the Ozarks); "Green Rolling Hills," 1995, 29 minutes 
(pulp mills invade Appalachia); "Mining Seven-Up 
Pete," 1996, 31 minutes (cyanide mining in Mon- 
tana); "Southbound, "1996, 48 minutes (chip mills in 
the Southeast); 'The Paper Colony," 1996, 27 min- 
utes (corporate forestry in Maine). 


tagonists who are out to destroy the 
economy at the expense of people's 
livelihoods. 

Brown concludes the book by inter- 
viewing a local environmental activist 
who says that being right doesn't give 
greens the excuse to be righteous. "Un- 
til we put together a cogent strategy 
that addresses the bottom-line issues 
of fear and ignorance that underlie 
[forest] issues, we're not going to make 
any real changes," he says. "The fact 
that lots of people stand to be out of 
work, and are terrified at that prospect, 
can't be denied." 

In Timber Country covers themes of 
environmental crisis, corporate domi- 
nance and social justice. It shows how 
these issues fit the scope of the environ- 
mental justice movement, wherein the 
concept of "environment" describes 
where people live, work and play. In 
southwest Oregon, environmental jus- 
tice can provide the basis for a new 
language of needs and political demands 
for low-income and blue-collar work- 
ing people that is independent of self- 
interested politicians and profit-hungry 
corporations. Ultimately, it can help to 
expose many fundamental interests, 
like healthy watersheds, equality and 
democracy, that workers and environ- 
mentalists share in common. 

In Timber Country is available for 
$20 from Temple University Press, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 19122- 
(215) 204-8787, 
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Buy Something Issue 

All music and merchandise prices include shipping, handling and royalties 



If A Tree Falls 

Benefit album about saving 
the forest co-produced by 
EFler Darryl Cherney, featur- 
ing John Trudell, Zero, Robert 
Hoyt, Joanne Rand, Bruce 
Cockburn, Hank Williams, Jr., 
Buffy Sainte-Marie, Dan 
Fogelberg, Jello Biafra and 
Mojo Nixon, The Tinklers, 

Alice Di Micele, The Wyrd 
Sisters, Ferron and Rumors of 
the Big Wave! 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Keep It Wild! 

14 songs from seven favorite 
EF! musicians: Darryl Cherney, 
Alice Di Micele, Robert Hoyt, 
Dana Lyons, Casey Neill, Peg 
Millett and Joanne Rand. 

Designed by EFIers and pack- 
aged in recycled pulp with 
vegetable ink. What more 
could ya want? 

"Keep It Wild!" The Beaver Song, 
Flaming Arrows, Live Like a Prayer, 
Remember Me, Earth First!, 

Radiation on My Windshield, 

Defend the Earth, TV God, 

Dancing on the Ruins 

• ON SALE! • 
TAPE— $9 • CD— $14 

Darryl Cherney 

No one can create a campaign 
song as fast as Darryl. He's a 
campfire favorite. 

"Timber" Who Bombed fudi 
Bari?, Arizona Power Lines, Earth 
Night Action, Which Side Are , f 
You On? TAPE— $12 
"They Sure Don't Make 
Hippies Like They Used To!" 

Free the Dead, Spike a Tree For 
Jesus, We're All Dead Ducks, 

Xerox the Money TAPE — $12 
"I Had to Be Born This 
Century” Earth First!, It's 
CAMP, Ballad of the BLM 
TAPE— $12 

Timothy Hull 

An uplifting travelogue of 
environmental activism, 
Timothy's music invokes the 
spirit of the wild. 

"Brightness of Brightness" 
Brightest Angel, Twilight Songs, 

Tough Reckoning, No Destinations, 
My Shirt CD — $17 
"Dragons on the Road" 

TAPE— $12 


Alice Di Micele 

Alice is arguably the 
Northwest's most talented 
singer/songwriter. Her voice and 
lyrics cut straight to your heart. 
"Naked" Trouble in Mind, Make 
it Last, The TV Song, Out of 
Control, Pretty Blue 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Searching" Defend the Earth, 
Land of Broken Promises, Lift Us Up 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Too Controversial" American 
Dream, I Won't Say Good-bye, 
Everybody Needs to be Free 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"It's a Miracle" All or Nothing, 
Not for Sale, The God in You, 
First Snow, The Beaver Song 
TAPE— $12 

"Make a Change" Let it Rain, 
Wise Old Woman, Dismantle, 
Leonard Peltier, In a Gentle Way 
TAPE— $12 

"Circle of Women" (with 
Windsong, Ellouise Burrell, Shelly 
Phillips, Freyda Epstein and Tina 
Malia) Ancient and contemporary 
songs and chants. Earth My Body, 
Circle Round For Freedom, Mother 
I Feel You, Down By The Riverside 
CD— $17 

EXIT- 1 3 

Green grindcore. Extreme 
noise that advocates monkey- 
wrenching, vegetarianism, 
resistance and hemp. 

"Don't Spare the Green Love" 
Spare the Wrench Surrender the 
Earth, My Mind's Mine, Gaia 
CD— $12 ' 

"Ethos Music" Earth First!, 
Only Protest Gives a Hope of 
Life, Reevaluate Life!, Disem- 
boweling Party CD — $12 

Robert Hoyt 

Robert's constant touring 
schedule allows him to wow 
audiences across the country 
with his virtuoso guitar playing 
and homegrown lyrics. 
"Dumpster Diving Across 
America" Gasoline and Coffee, 
Trees, Quittin' Time, Hemlock 
Grove, Why Should I Care 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"As American As You" 

It's One of Ours, Enough, 
Shovelin' Mud, Apple Pie, Red 
Mud, Good Americans 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


Greg Keeler 

Goofy, intelligent, country- 
Western parody, Keeler's songs 
poke fun at everything worth 
poking fun at. 

"Enquiring Minds" An Excuse 
to Go Drinkin', House Husband 
Blues, Planet of Morons TAPE — $9 
"Post-Modern Blues" Lament of 
the Laundromat; P-U-B-L-I-C 
L-A-N-D-S; Swiss Army Beatitudes 
TAPE— $9 

"Bad Science Fiction" 

If Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear 
Waste Blues, Duct Tape Psalm 
TAPE— $9 

"Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" 
There'll Come a Revolution, Ski 
Yellowstone, Death Valley Days, 
Idaho, Little Bitty Bugs 
TAPE— $9 

"Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana" Fossil Fuel 
Cowboy, Drinkin' My Blues Away 
TAPE— $9 

Dana Lyons 

Dana is one of the most 
popular musicians in the 
movement. His soulful voice 
and dexterous guitar convey a 
powerful, humorous message 
about the state of our world. 
"Cows with Guns" 

Song for Rod Coronado, 
Geronimo, Prayer for This Land, 
Native Forest Song 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Turn of the Wrench" Cry of 
the Forest, Dancing in the Dirt, 
TV God, I Saw Blood 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Animal" RV, I Am an Animal, 
Building One in My City, I Saw 
His Body, Timebomb, The Tree 
TAPE— $12 

"At Night they Howl at the 
Moon — Environmental Songs 
for Kids" (with John Seed) 
Willy the Wombat, The Tree, We 
Don't Want to Live in the Zoo, 
Expanding Universe 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Peg Millett 

Longtime EF! activist and 
convicted monkeywrencher, 

Peg has one of the most beauti- 
ful voices you’ll ever hear. 
"Clear Horizon" Live Like a 
Prayer, Living Planet, Testimony, 
Walk this Trail 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Gentle Warrior" What's Left 
of the West, Forever Wild, High 
Plateau, There is Power, 

Wild Things TAPE— $12 


Ned Mudd and 
his Rustic Band 

Ned's music is neither technically 
nor politically correct. Many of 
the songs were recorded with a 
boombox in an old warehouse; 
but, hey... they sound great! 

" f.u.b.a.r. america" (with the 
Blacklight Sombreros) Ridin' with 
the Devil, Alabama (N. Young's 
Lament), Anesthesia, Copperhead 
in the Kitchen, Cybershit 
CD — only $15 
"Fine Time in America" 
Suburbia Blues, Nation of Sheep, 
Vacation from the Rest of the 
World TAPE — only $8 

Rosebud 

"Thundermug Honeypot" 

Freak Flag, Tantrum, Parade of 
Decay, Die High CD — $12 



Casey Neill 


With inspiring, earthy lyrics 
and Celtic/punk/folk guitar, 
Casey is an EF! favorite. 

"Casey Neill" 

Another Point of View, Mayday, 
Double Dutch, From the Yardarms, 
Breathe Life CD — $ 1 7 
"riffraff" Flaming Arrows, 
Disorder, Dancing on the Ruins 
(of Multinational Corporations), 
The Codfisher, riffraff 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Jim Page 

A staple on the Northwest folk 
circuit for years and for good 
reason, the man can write. 
"More Than Anything Else In 
The World" A Sign of the Times, 
Valdez, Gays in the Militaiy, Sinead, 
Bishop on the Run, CD — $17 
"Whose World is This" 

Take Our Culture Back, Righ- 
teous, Beautiful Tear, Right to be 
Wrong CD— $17 


Joanne Rand 

Joanne's strong and versatile 
voice climbs and dances 
through her powerful songs. 
"Choosing Sides" 

Koyaanisqatsi, Privileged Class, 
Our Children's Children, I Love It 
TAPE — $12 • CD— $17 
"Grant Me Eyes" 

TAPE— $12 • CD $17 
The Monkey Puzzle" (with The 
Little Big Band) Earth My Body, 
Wolf at the Door, South End 
Story, Song for No One 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin' Jim's powerful voice and 
wilderness-inspired lyrics will 
send shivers down your spine. 
"The Vision" The Food Chain 
Song, Wild Wind, Thinking Like 
a Mountain, Way Out West 
TAPE $9 

"A Kid for the Wild" Manfred 
the Mopey Moose, Ain't Easy Bein' 
an 01' Grizzly Bear, If I Were a Tree 
TAPE— $9 

"Forever Wild" I Walk with the 
Old Ones, Green and Growing, 
Wolf Song, Just a Part of the Sky 
JAPE $9 

"The Web of Life" Howl for the 
Wolf, Buffalo Love, Big Fat Fish, 
Mountain Goat Promenade 
TAPE— $9 

Velcro Sheep 

"On the Lamb" Revolution 
Tango, As Soon as this Pub 
Closes, Bad Child, New Age Blues 
CD— $17 

Judi Bari 

Classic speeches and barn- 
stomping music woven into a 
history of EF! and the redwoods. 
"Who Bombed Judi Bari?" 

The FBI Stole My Fiddle, Redwood 
Summer, Who Bombed fudi Bari? 
CD— $17 

Consolidated 

The hot new release from the 
US's only remaining big political 
band that hasn't sold out. 
"Dropped" Lesbian Avengers, 
Coming of Rage (fight or flight), 
Shell, g.l.o.r.i.a. 

CD— only $10! 

To purchase EF! T rinkets 
and Snake Oil, refer back 
to last issue's merch page. 


! Merchandise Order Form 

Quantity Description 


Clip and send to: EF! Merchandise. 

POB 1415. Eugene. OR 97440 USA 

Color Size 


Price 
































NAME STREET TOTAL 



CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


COUNTRY. 


foreign orders 
- add 15% 


Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery Call us at (Ml) 344-8004 if^ou haven’t reccivcd^our order after that. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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When Only the Best Witt Do! 


**** SWB* 


The Power Company 



• AC Electricity From A 
Battery 

• We Provide 120/240 
Volt Electricity Any- 
where in the World 

• 600 to 8,000 Watts of 
Continuous AC Output 
Power 

• Available In Five In- 
put Battery Voltages: 
12, 24, 32, 36, & 48 

• Power To Run Com- 
puters, TV, VCR, Micro- 
wave, Tools, Lights and 
Most Appliances 

• Certified by E.T.L. to 
U.L. Specifications, U.L. 
1778 and 1741 
•Prime Power 

• Backup Power 


Quality Power Without Compromise! 

Available from: Solar Energy Solutions, Andrew Koyaanisqatsi, 
3730 SE Lafayette Ct., Portland, OR 97202; (503) 238-4502 


Against Civilization 
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Joint Zcrzau, Editor 


From Hesiod on through to the "primitiv- 
ists" of today, by way of Rousseau, William 
Morris, and Fourier, among others — 51 selec- 
tions in all. 

Here is a reader that throws light on the inner 
logic of civilization and its devouring course. 
In these times of desolation for individual, 
society, and biosphere alike, such a collection 
is urgently needed. 

Why does every culture have its longing for 
a lost Golden Age? How have history and 
Progress brought us such vast separation and 
emptiness, such a sense of no future? Is it 
civilization itself that has brought us here? 

Schiller, Paul Shepard, Kirkpatrick Sale, Fou- 
rier, Perlman, Sahlins, Bahro, Zerzan, the 
Unibomber, etc, etc. — visionaries and theorists 
exposing the foundations of today's crisis and 
helping us see the possibility of a qualitatively 
different existence. 

To order, send check/money order for $11.50 
(includes postage) to Uncivilized Books, POB 
11331, Eugene, OR 97440. 



NO COMPROMISE! 

The Militant, Direct Action Magazine of 
Grassroots Animal Liberationists & Their Supporters 


Every issue is jam packed with ALF action updates, interviews with activists, 
useful how-to information, commentary, news and reports from grassroots groups 
around the world. No Compromise is written by activists for activists. 


• Checks should be made payable to Animal 

Rights America and sent to: 

No Compromise 

I PO Box 5236, Old Bridge, NJ 08857 

• [ ] $15 Subscription [ ] $20 Outside US 

I [ ] $10 Low income [ ] $ Donation* 



No Compromise is published quarterly. 
Back issues are $2 each. 

Phone: 1-800-604-5427 
E-mall: NoCompQwrasto.org 
www.nocompromlso.org 


Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

* Animat Rights America is a Menty recognized 501 (c)(3) 
tax axmpt agantzafcn - al donaHons am My lax thauctUs. 
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DROOKER.COM 

IN BOOKSTORES AND INFO-SHOPS NOW2 



Mow ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal ? 


clip and send to 

Earth First! Journal Subscriptions, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 
(/ CD $500 Lifetime Subscription 

\L/-- CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 Surface Mail, 

O $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Air Mail Cana* 
Jj Sf© O $35 Anonymous Envelope (1st class) CD $45 Air Mail, Intern 

M Hv O $ DONATION O $45 Corporate or ] 

JBKttF t Subscriber Name 


Address . 
City 


State 


CD $35 Surface Mail, International (US$) 

CD $35 Air Mail Canada or Mexico 

CD $45 Air Mail, International (US$, no foreign checks, please) 

CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

Credit Card Orders 

Visa/MC (circle one) 

Card # 

Exp. date (month/year) 

Zip Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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US Earth First! 


PROJECTS 6 CAMPAIGNS 


Cold Mountain, 

Cold Riven Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 
www.wildrockies.com/cmcr 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(925) 376-7329; fax 631-7958 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 


Northeast Forest Practices Campaign 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 

noreastah@acadia.net 

Sea Defense Alliance 

POB 400, Williams, OR 97544 

sedna@cdsnet.net 

Warrior Poets Society 

ASUC Box 361, Berkeley, CA 947204510 

Zero Extraction on Public Lands 

EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 

earthfirst@igc.org 


International EF! Directory 


Check out the International 
Earth FirstI web page at: 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 

ef_au@hotmail.com 

wsvw.green.net.au/ozef_update/ 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd Via Dalby, Qld 4405 

ph/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 

admin@earthfirst.org.au 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 15-222 Osborne St. 
South, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 
(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto POB 70, 1576 Queen 

St. West, Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 

EF! Ottawa Box 4612, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

Autonomous Green Action 

POB 4721, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 

di695@freenet.carleton.ca 

EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@czn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 

Limerick Talamh Glas 

41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 

ENGLAND 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action l/pdafe/Cornerstone 
Resource Centre 
16 Sholebroke Ave., Chapel town 
Leeds, LS7 3HB; 0113 262 9365 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef/earthfirst.html 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, 0X4 IRQ (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

POB 2971, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 

FRANCE 


Carbusters/Resouice Ctr 
44 me Burdeau 

69001 Lyon; (33) 4 72 00 23 57 
carbusters@wanadoo.fr 


GERMANY 

EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 

Bihar, Post Box 229 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea Unlimited 

10F, Garden Tower Bldg., 98-78 

Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu 

Seoul 110-350 

THE NETHERLANDS 

Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3, 43-300 

Bielsko, Biala; ph/fax 048-33-183153 

RU SSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

S COTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB; 44 (0)41 
636 1924/339 8009; fax 44 (0)41 424 
3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Slobodna alternativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUT H AF RIC A 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes, Taller de E. A. 
A. CURUXA, J. B„ XelmirerJ, Campus 
Universitario, 1570 S Santiago 
(81) 584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 
Box 34089, 100 26 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195; sea@motkraft.net 
www.motkraft.net/sea/ 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
Nadia Shevchenko, POB 322, Kiev 252187; 
+7 38(044)2657628; fax 38(044)5506068; 
rk@cci.glasnet.ru 


PRISONER SUPPORT 


Direct Action Defense Fund 

POB 57357 Tucson, AZ 85732-7357 

(520) 795-5171 

National Activist Network 

POB 19515, Sacramento, CA 95819 

(916) 452-7197 

Rod Coronado 

03895-000, FCI Unit SW 

8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 

Tucson, AZ 85706 


North American ALF Support Group 
Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St, 
Willowdale, Ont M2M 4K3 
Canada 

For our full prisoners' directory, 
see our web page at 
www.enviroweb/ef/support or 
write us at the Journal 


ALASK A 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

Soren Wuerth 

c/o Alaska Action Center 

POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523 

(907) 566-2468; fishtree@alaska.net 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 
Luna Media-Julia Butterfly 
POB 1256, Eureka, CA 95502 
(707) 839-8974; www.lunatree.org 
lunanews@humboldtl .com 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney, POB 34 
Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
Sonoma County EF!/Biotech Last! 
POB 3321, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
(707) 523-4196 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St., Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
F.R.E.A.K. of Nature EF! 

POB 8493, Green Valley Lake, CA 92341-8493 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
Bay Area Activist Hotlines 
(510) 594-4000 x222 
(415) 332-5800 x324 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637; www.sagecouncil.com 
Tribes EF! 

c/o DR Chance, POB 10487 

San Benadino, CA 92423; DRChance@aal.com 

Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 
(760) 740-1174; sdef@envirolink.org 
COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
wildemessl@geocities.com 
www.geocities.com/rainforest/1443 
Art Good times 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
aft@amigo.net 

ELQRIPA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 34622 
(813) 538-9050 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 
Miami EF! 

EarthFirstMiami@hotmail.com 

www.geodties.com/RainForest/Andes/7667/ 

GE ORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 
Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 531, Athens, GA 30603 
(706) 355-9904 
HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 
(208) 345-8077; nrpp@lesbois.com 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 


(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 
cove@moscow.com 

ILLINO IS 
Chicago EF! 

c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, 1L 60622 
(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 11 1th St #154, Chicago, 1L 60655 

friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, 1L 62901 

(618)549-7387 

Coles County EF! 

c/o Jeffery Halla 

451 Taylor Hall, 2121 4th Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-4064 

IOW A 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 

KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(913) 707-0020 
LOUISIANA 
Louisiana EF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Heather La Capria 

135 Eutaw St #3, East Boston, MA 02128 

(617) 569-3969 

Rebecca Butler 

(617) 864-0357 

MIC HIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 

(616) 383-9317 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
MINNESOTA 

North American ALF Press Office 
POB 103, Osseo, MN 55369 
(612) 601-0978; naalfpo@waste.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387; earthfirst@juno.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 

wdumess@aol.com 

www.geocities.com/RainForest/7094 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT S9937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 

NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

(505) 244-1830 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 988-8128 

NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4225; fax 925-8715 
wetlandsecodept@looksmart.com 


Directory 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 
11978; (516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631 
Katuah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC28618 
(910) 973-7032; stemoody@wilkes.net 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St., Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255 

ORE GO N 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305; swef@efn.org 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
mickey@efn.org; www.igc.org/cascadia 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 
E ENN S.Y. L V AN .I A 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918; adp@envirolink.org 

TENNE SS EE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 
johnjgb@mindspring.com 
Upper TN/Lebanon EF! 

1902 Westgate Dr. 

Springfield, TN 37172 
TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St., Austin, TX 78722; 
(512) 478-7666; entropy@eden.com 
South Texas Contact 
4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Lusus Naturaes Environmental 
Collective 

1421 Longhorn, Houston, TX 77080 
Iususnaturae71@hotmail.com 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 
POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 
Wild Wasatch Front 
847 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 
Save the Corporations 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 
VI RG I NIA 
Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(540) 885-6983 
PAW Southwest Virginia 
POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 
(540) 982-0492 
WASHINGTON 
Seattle EF! 

POB 85541, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-1656; Sea-ef@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 
olyearthfirst@hotmail.com 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 
Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
(304) 754-9161 
WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 


731 State St, Madison, W1 53711 
(608) 255-8765; 

www.geocities.com/rainforest/41frl 1 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(920) 424-0265 

Bay Area North Guard 

POB 116, Washburn, WI 54891 

(715) 373-0882 


Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 

Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 143, Menomonie, WI S4751-0790 
Sand County EF! 

308 Nelson Hall, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
dchurl99@uwsp.edu 
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Greenpeace UK sends a message to English Prime Minister Tony 

by Brian Tokar 

Some activists used to dismiss genetic engineering 
and other biotechnologies as ideas recently emerged 
from science fiction, as problems that could safely 
be put on the back burner. Compared to the rapid 
loss of species and habitat, global climate changes, 
and the chemical poisoning of our air, water and 
soil, biotechnology seemed to be a relatively distant 
concern. Today, the situation looks very different. 

Last year, 50-million acres of genetically engi- 
neered crops were grown in the US, and almost 70- 
million acres were grown worldwide. Mice, cows 
and even human embryos were successfully cloned. 
Monsanto, the main purveyor of PCBs, dioxin, 
Agent Orange and Roundup, continued buying up 


Blair about, er, the spread of genetically engineered seeds from the US. 

major commercial seed companies. It now controls 
25 to 35 percent of US corn acreage and potentially 
85 percent of the US cotton seed market. Monsanto 
is the nlbst aggressive promoter of genetic engineer- 
ing in agriculture and is attempting to license the 
so-called Terminator technology, which renders 
seeds sterile. But it is only one of the global biotech 
giants that now pose a serious threat to the survival 
of life on Earth. 

The profound ecological consequences of ge- 
netic engineering are just beginning to be appre- 
ciated by environmentalists. But the more we 
know, the more we uncover potentially cata- 
strophic long-term consequences. 

continued on page 4 


Buffalo Trap 


Tripod sitters vow to stay until the capture pen plans are scrapped. 


Tripods Shut 

for a Month 

(and Counting) 

by Dan Brister and Sue Nackoney 

As dawn broke over snow-covered trees and 
distant mountains on January 25, two tripods 
blocked a US Forest Service road accessing the 
site of a new buffalo trap at Horse Butte, near 
West Yellowstone, Montana. 

For more than a month, sitters have occupied 
two platforms suspended from the tripods, 
weathering blizzards, gale-force winds and tem- 
peratures dipping below -30 degrees. In the past 
few weeks, three additional tripods, interlocked 
with cross-beams, have appeared. There are 
now a total of 17 poles in the tripods, one for each 
buffalo killed this winter by the Montana Depart- 
ment of Livestock (DOL). In statements to the press, 
DOL executive officer Marc Bridges said the trap, 
which would capture buffalo on their prime winter 
range, would be operational by February 1. Thanks 
to the blockade and sitters, who have vowed to stay 
until plans for the pens are scrapped, the livestock 
agency hasn't been able to access the building site. 


In addition to buffalo, Horse Butte provides habitat 
for bald eagles, grizzly bears, lynx, black-backed 
woodpeckers, boreal owls, trumpeter swans, wol- 
verines and many other critters. The Chief Joseph 
wolf pack has been spotted on the butte. 

The facility would capture and test migrating 
buffalo for the disease brucellosis. 


Mrs. daws 

Refutes 12 Myths, 
Accusations and 
Obfuscations 

About Santa’s Helpers 

by Mrs. Claws 

1. Burning things is easy 

In an attempt to make civil disobedience (CD) seem 
more noble, some would like to dismiss the Vail fires 
as a simple and careless act of flicking a Bic. However, 
a close examination of what happened last October 
reveals an action that required much research, exper- 
tise and commitment. The saboteurs knew where Vail 
was most vulnerable, and they knew the terrain. They 
torched a mile-long series of targets at 11,000 feet 
above sea level. According to an incendiary manual, 
1 0 gallons of fuel is needed to destroy a small building; 
a larger building requires more fuel. This means the 
elves had to carry in over 800 pounds of fuel at night 
through deep snow. They pulled this off at an altitude 
that would later cause arson investigators to be ill just 
from walking around. Like true elves, they were able to 
blend into the landscape, slipping past all the hunters 
and hikers that swarm the mountainside in early fall. 
They knew the area well enough to elude police 
blockades and helicopter searches. If this raid was 
similar to published accounts of Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) arson attacks, then there would've been 
lookouts, radio communications, monitoring of po- 
lice frequencies, timing devices, getaway vehicle(s) 
and weeks of reconnaissance. 

2. The timing was poor 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) delivered their 
fiery warning to Vail only hours before construction 
was set to begin. Impartial observers would view this 
as masterful timing. Those who think otherwise 
probably disagree with the action as a whole and 
would be unable to come up with a better time. The 
ELF struck only days after the legal battle over an 
injunction was lost. Presumably they had to wait for 
no wind, no moon and no security. They couldn't 
wait too long as the start of ski season was only two 
weeks away and employees would soon be in the 
buildings getting them ready. Suppose the elves had 
waited for a time when there were no protesters in 
the woods: No blockade is able to keep loggers from 
walking past and cutting trees further on. So by 
waiting, the ELF would've been stuck with a situa- 
tion where their raid occurred after many or maybe 
all of the trees were already on the ground. 

3. Civil disobedience and sabotage 
shouldn't occur together 

This is an obtuse way of saying that the ELF 
intruded on Ancient Forest Rescue's (AFR) turf. But 
who can say whether it was AFR or ELF that started 
planning their respective actions first? Both groups 
waited until after the legal challenges were ex- 
hausted. The logistics of the arson attack required as 
much planning and preparation as any lockdown. 
Do monkeywrenchers have to abandon their plans 
whenever any group wants to do CD? 


continued on page 21 
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Goodn ight Trixi e 


At the last two Organizers Conferences, when we introduce 
ourselves and the campaigns we work on, I've said, "Hi, my 
name is Lacey, I used to be an activist but now I work at the 
Journal." It's funny that three years ago when I applied, I told 
the then-editors I wanted to work at the paper so I could 
pursue my two most passionate interests — writing and activ- 
ism. Truth be told, I've done neither, though I have learned 
more about grammar, copy editing, nonprofit management 
and computer maintenance than I ever wanted. 

Despite all my moaning about the uniquely trying circum- 
stances of working at the Journal, I realize now that we all 
tackle trades and acquire skills we never sought out in order 
to fill roles we see vacant in the movement. 

During the past two years, I've found and discarded all sorts 
of different visions of this movement, seeing us as everything 
from nonviolent revolutionaries to disgruntled, dysfunc- 
tional outcasts. My assumptions about whether such an 
amorphous body as "the movement" can even be said to exist 
have been challenged. My newest theory is that we are just a 
group of individuals who, at best, can be said to be acquiring 
compatible technical skills to advance a shared agenda. But, 
then what distinguishes us from any other group of people 
who generally want to do good or push a shared agenda? 

As insular and dogmatic as it sounds, I think the depth of 
our passion and sincerity of our commitment is what distin- 
guishes Earth First! There are people all over who fight for the 
wild, but if you truly love wilderness and you truly will fight 
for it, in this country you call yourself Earth First! (unless of 
course you're working undercover). 

While working here, I've had the great fortune to meet, 
berate, cajole, debate and create with many such dedicated 
activists. And then I've known all the dysfunctional, egotis- 
tical, manipulative, sadistic fucks who see the Journal as the 
closest thing to the playground on which to establish alpha 
activist status. 

Truly though, I'm not bitter. For every time I've been called 
a racist or received a dressing down from an ego-head, some 
crazy loony-toon comes along and provokes me into mania- 
cal laughter. Sometimes it feels like the Journal house is the 
backstage of the movement , and you wouldn't believe what 
you learn when you're on the inside looking in. Just today I 
read submissions about tofu cookies, Noam Chomsky's Zion- 
ist bent, the environmental program of Jehovah's Witnesses 
and this one about UN troops in the Pacific Northwest: 

"Last summer, areas north of where I live in the Northwest 
had UN, Chinese and Russian troops playing around in the 
boonies and this infiltration is only one drop in the bucket of 
what's being set up... Other dimensional 'visitors,' who have 
given some indication of their overview, have said it will be 
a war beyond anything seen before." 

(Er, thanks for the submission.) 

And then, when even the wingnuts can't make it better 




auna 

Fauna, n. animal life. © 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 


Sperm shedding is pervasive in mammals, from deer to 
rats to cats. It can be spontaneous or deliberate and occurs 
even when females are willing to mate. Shedding sperm is 
an integral part of the sex life of some primates, such as 
humans or rhesus monkeys, who will masturbate to ejacu- 
lation even with full access to fertile females. In humans, as 
the time since the last copulation exceeds 72 hours, males 
become more likely to masturbate, usually less than 48 
hours before the next mating. Sperm have a limited shelf life 
so such autoerotism removes the elderly from the next 
ejaculate. The result is that sperm are more viable and 
competitive, and more are retained by the female. 

However, it isn't as simple as the more sperm inseminated 
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anymore, someone from the secret underground network of 
workaholics who keep this whole show running reinspires 
me. You know who you are — the people who shy away from 
the camera, who still bother to do the grunt work, who return 
my goddamn phone calls and aren't always whining when 
your late-but-more-important-than-everyone-else's article 
doesn't get in. 

Oh yes... not bitter. If the two worst things about working 
here are my co-dependent relationship with Trixie (the 
computer) and taking more than oifr share of undeserved 
flak, the best thing has been working with you all. I'm one of 
those people who cares a great deal about the integrity people 
display in high pressure work situations but very little about 
one's ability to carry on interesting small talk at a party. The 
integrity, work ethic, sincerity and dedication of the best 
people in this movement is what keeps me moving, as well 
as the inspiration of working firsthand with radical activists 
around the globe — the lifeblood of this increasingly interna- 
tional movement. (How ironic that the fight against 
globalization is what brings us all together.) Likewise, work- 
ing with the Journal staff has been one of the most trying and 
fulfilling experiences of my life. 

Some nights when I ride my bike home after a 1 2-hour day, 
I have to train my eyes to look left and right again because I've 
been staring ahead at the computer all day. Other days, 
huffing up the Willamette hill, with the sunshine falling just 
so through the shadows of the trees, I've felt extremely 
content working here in Eugene. But maybe too much 
contentment isn't healthy for an aspiring revolutionary, so 
I'm off to travel. I'll miss you all, but I look forward to seeing 
you again soon — on the frontlines. 

— Lacey Phillabaum 


In Memoriam 

The movement lost a warrior on February 15 when 
Shawnee EF!er, Dave "Batman" Beals, 27, lost his life in a 
motorcycle accident. Dave was a tireless defender of South- 
ern Illinois wildness, which he fought for with a humor 
and love that can never be replaced. Dave is an inspiration 
to all who knew him. The forests and EF! have lost a friend. 
We love you Dave. 

In early March, three US activists were killed while work- 
ing with the U'wa people of northern Columbia. The cause 
of their deaths is being investigated. Ingrid Washinawatok, 
41, Terence Freitas, 24, and Lahe'ena'e Gay, 39, were helping 
the U'wa fight the legal and political battle against Los 
Angeles-based Occidental Petroleum which is trying to 
unearth vast amounts of oil on the indigenous land. The 
three will be missed by those left behind. 

Errata: Last issue we incorrectly reported that the Millions for 
Mumia rally is on March 24. It will take place on April 24. 


by Faith Walker 

the merrier. There's a trade-off between too much sperm, 
the enzymes of which can kill the egg or cause deadly 
multiple fertilization, and not enough sperm to swamp out 
that of rival males. Thus, males unconsciously adjust ejacu- 
late size based on whether or not their mate copulates with 
others. Males inseminate more when the risk of sperm 
competition (rival ejaculates competing within a female for 
access to the egg) is higher. 

In humans, male masturbation fits in well with anatomi- 
cal and physiological evidence for sperm competition. The 
human penis is relatively longer than that of our closest 
relatives (congratulations) and the sperm count is high, 
allowing lots of sperm to be liberated far up the female 
reproductive tract. This is in contrast, for example, to 
gorillas, who have no risk of sperm competition because 
multiple females live and mate with only a single male, who 
has a tiny penis and small testes. Thus, over evolutionary 
time, human males must have been confronted with a high 
probability that their mates had or would soon copulate 
with another male, and this selected for the delivery of 
young, vigorous sperm close to the egg, via masturbation, a 
long penis, and large ejaculates. 
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Is Relevance Irrelevant? 


by Scott Silver, Wild Wilderness 


A New Concept to Justify Industrial Wreckreation 


Over the past few years, the concept of "rel- 
evance" has crept up on us as might a ship steaming 
though dense fog. The essence of this Titanic issue is 
captured in the following short excerpt from The 
Seattle Times (January 18, 1999): 

"About 550 people from across the nation, many 
of them from community organizations represent- 
ing African Americans, Asian Americans, Latinos 
and other ethnic minorities, gathered for a tradi- 
tional blessing by an American Indian of the Pomo 
Tribe before attending workshops last week with 
such titles as: 'National Parks: Places of Isolation or 
Inclusively?' and 'Achieving a National Park System 
Relevant to All Americans.' 

"Bowser [a National Park Service employee] said 
she is frustrated that the service has moved so 
slowly toward making the parks inviting to every- 
one, 'We are not very good about going out to 
people,' she said. 'There is a strong tendency of the 
parks to promote this white, outdoorsy image. 
They have an image of being for upper-middle 
class white America.'" 

The concept of relevance is about to crash upon a 
public largely unaware of its impending arrival. It's 
already the battle cry of the wise use American 
Recreation Coalition (ARC). The staunchly anti- 
environmental Senator Frank Murkowski (R-AK) 
now champions it. Relevance is the subject of a 
memorandum of understahding between the Walt 
Disney Company and seven federal land manage- 
ment agencies. It is an issue that is so politically 
correct that it is challenged at one's own peril. 

It is with great trepidation that I broach the topic. 
And let there be no doubt, I do so with no hint of 
disrespect or prejudice to those members of our 
society whose input is supposedly being courted. I 
challenge the concept of relevance because of who 
is doing the courting, and I most vigorously ques- 
tion their motivation. Are these corporate promot- 
ers of industrial-strength recreation and tourism 
really asking for input from an underrepresented 
segment of the population, or are they attempting 
to manufacture public opinion and consent? Should 
relevance even be considered as a management 
criterion for the protection and preservation of 
public lands? Should we make public lands relevant 
to a nation of people who are increasingly discon- 
nected from nature, or should we protect nature 
because we believe "in wildness is the preservation 
of the world," as Thoreau said. 

The current industrial recreation and tourism 
agenda depends upon recreating nature and turn- 


ing it into a vast array of readily consumable prod- 
ucts. In today's popular culture, there is nothing 
more relevant than commercialism and consump- 
tion. To make wild lands more relevant is to make 
them more commercial. Or as the other side might 
say: to make wild lands more commercial is to make 
them more relevant! 

The promulgators of this agenda to commercial- 
ize, privatize and motorize America's public lands 
are being met with increasing resistance from the 


traditional voices of public lands protection. Those 
outdoorsy types (as Bowser called them) have no 
desire to see nature Disneyfied, and they actively 
resist attempts to do so. 

The recreation industry, however, recognizes the 
value of creating an entirely new stakeholder in the 
public lands debate comprised of a segment of the 
population that has traditionally not participated, a 
group that currently does not consider conserva- 
tion of public lands a personal priority issue. 

In recent years recreation powerhouses such as 
Disney and REI have worked with anti-environ- 
mental congressmen such as Murkowski, Larry 
Craig, Jim Oberstar and Jim Hansen to create legis- 


lation and policy that would supposedly make the 
great outdoors more relevant to specific segments 
of the population. Though these segments are 
identified in terms that imply "persons of color, 
inner-city youth, the old and the infirm," these 
labels are but masks. The corporations and bureau- 
crats who would turn majestic mountains, rivers 
and deserts into mere backdrops upon which to 
construct nature-based entertainment products des- 
perately need to garner input from anyone other 
than the voices traditionally associated with 
wild lands protection. 

The issue of relevance is being shame- 
lessly misused. The population being 
courted does not consist of any groups that 
can be characterized or labeled in ethnic 
terms. The groups being courted for partici- 
pation in this debate are people, of any race 
or color, who are prepared to purchase out- 
door recreation goods, services, lifestyles, 
amusements or landscapes. 

On October 18, 1998, the US Forest Service 
issued a new document entitled: "The Natu- 
ral Resource Agenda, A Strategy for Recre- 
ation. " It stated: "We must continue to evolve 
from a steward of natural resources and custo- 
dian of recreation resources to a provider of 
wildlands and legacy experiences." 

Imagine the potential environmental con- 
sequences if public land managers are really 
prepared to sacrifice stewardship of natural 
resources and custodial protection of our 
nation's few untrammeled lands to the god, 
Mammon, and his false prophet, relevance. 

It is time to sound the alarm. A gigantic 
threat is bearing down upon our wildlands. If 
the concept of social relevance is being used 
as a ploy to promote the "Disneyfication of 
nature," then the traditional voices for wildland 
protection must prepare themselves to meet this 
new challenge. 

As we close the 20th century, the field upon which 
public lands issues are being played is changing 
rapidly. Not only are the issues evolving but so are 
the players and the rules of engagement. In issues of 
wildland protection and preservation, social rel- 
evance is far less relevant than the application of 
sound science and unbiased objectivity. 

For more information contact Wild Wilderness, 
248 NW Wilmington Ave., Bend, OR 97701; (541) 
3 8 5-5261 ; s s i 1 v e r @ wildwilderness.org; 
www.wildwilderness.org. 



Dear SFB 


Send your deepest thoughts (300 words or less), 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440; earthfirst@igc.org 


Dear Earth First!, 

I have a... friend who often finds 
himself walking in the woods and 
feels inspired upon finding 
marked trees to desurvey them in 
hopes of deterring and interfer- 
ing with logging practices. I, I 
mean, he was wondering how to 
determine exactly what each rib- 
bon connotes. Are there different 
colors used by logging practices 
versus environmental surveys, 
etc.? He wants to know exactly 
what he's promoting or fighting. 
Any advise would be appreciated, 
and I'll pass on the information. 
Thanks. Peace. 

—Josh 

Ed. Response: Word from the field- 
checking branch is that ribbons are 
used randomly to mark for different 
purposes, never a consistant method. 
This seems to be a theme all over 
national forests. For an "official" 
answer, call your local district ranger. 
By the way, is there such thing as a 
good ribbon in the forest? 

—JL 


Dear EF!J, 

I just received my latest copy of 
the rag and was shocked by the 
first front page story about the 
Nazi shock-troops storming the 
peaceful protesters in Minnesota. 
Well, let me tell you, letters are 
already in the works to senators, 
congressmen, mayors, governors, 
etc., etc. I was a soldier for eight 
years and a cop for six and that 
makes me above anyone else. I 
know how serious the implica- 
tions here are. When the govern- 
ment trains its police officers to be 
soldiers and then uses them in 
that way against an unarmed pub- 
lic, that is truly the beginning of 
the end. I swore two separate but 
similar oaths to protect the coun- 
try and its people against all en- 
emies foreign and domestic. 

Well, I am having a real hard 
time figuring out who the enemy 
is here . The environmentalists were 
attempting to protect the land for 
everyone, and to have the courts 
back the actions of the Waffen SS 
storm troopers, over the innocent 


civilians, clearly defines who the 
enemy is here! We need to get 
national attention brought to light 
about this particular story. The 
ramifications of the authorities' 
actions are huge! If there is any- 
thing else I can do, please don't 
hesitate to respond and give me 
some suggestions. 

Sincerely, 

— Swamp Thing 

Dear Earth First! 

Someone left your calling card 
on my pick-up truck this morning 
[an I'm Polluting the Planet 
bumpersticker] . I find it ironic that 
the pollution generated from the 
production of the plastic and ad- 
hesive in your bumpersticker is far 
greater than the pollution emitted 
from my four cylinder truck. You 
are hypocrites in the worst Way. 

— Anonymous 

Dear Earth Firstlers, 

I was very touched by your cou- 
rageous efforts that still are being 
persued in California and Oregon 


to protect the mighty redwoods, 
especially the story of David 
"Gypsy" Chain who I'm truly in- 
spired by. I caught his story in 
Earth First! and Rolling Stone. And 1 
believe what you do is a tremen- 
dous beauty in this greed driven 
society. I've written poems and 
sent them in his honor and for the 
"Medicine Tree." I believe a great 
deal is being done. I am in prison 
in Maryland and have limited ac- 
cess to information. Earth First! 
Journal is a godsend. 1 can only 
send good vibes and great praise 
for the people on the frontlines. 
Just to let you know that there are 
many who hear your voice and 
appreciate your cause 100 per- 
cent. I also liked what was done in 
Vail. How much property do they 
need huh? This is one admirer 
who respects no compromise be- 
cause the corporate machine does 
not respect passivity. God bless 
and my prayers are with you. Give 
my love to all who preserve 
Mother Earth. 

—Joey 


Earth First! Journalists, 

The Dear Shit for Brains section 
of the Journal is becoming very 
monotonous. Are they written by 
the same people who write the 
"true" letters for pom magazines? 
It is my considered opinion that 
they all are written by the same 
person. Fake names, similar struc- 
ture, similar content, etc. It's get- 
ting pretty boring! How many 
people named Treefrog, White- 
tailed Deer and so on can there 
really be? Activism is one thing 
that should not be taken lightly. 
There are letters in SFB that border 
on the infantile. Do these "people" 
expect to be taken seriously? Sorry, 
it just doesn't work. Time to wake 
up and grow up! 

P.S. Yes, it's my real name. 

— Park E. Furlong 

Ed. Response: I do believe the for- 
mula fora pom name is — the name of 
your first animal friend and thenyour 
middle name. Treefrog must have had 
hippie parents. 

' " " —KW 
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already seen a glimpse of 
this with the rise in udder 
infections, reproductive dis- 
orders, birth defects and 
other problems from the use 
of genetically engineered 
Bovine Growth Hormone 
(rBGH) in dairy cows. 

The human corise- 
I quences are equally trou- 
•? bling. Soon, human cells 
| may be cultivated in com- 
§ mercial laboratories for or- 
|gan replacements and 
other therapies. Parents 


continued from front page*— may be urged to select their future offspring from a 


For example, researchers at Oregon State Univer- 
sity have demonstrated that genetically engineered 
bacteria developed to digest crop wastes can sup- 
press the growth of plants and severely alter soils. 
They encourage the spread of root-feeding nema- 
todes and suppress populations of mycorrhizal soil 
fungi, which impart disease resistance and sustain 
the metabolism of old-growth trees and other na- 
tive species. Many species of plants simply will not 


preselected assortment of possible eggs and sperm. 
We are seeing the rise of a new eugenics movement, 
with scientists encouraging the development of 
inheritable forms of gene therapy. There often ap- 
pears to be no end to the excesses of this powerful 
technology, nor to the hubris of its leading propo- 
nents. Ethical choices are pushed aside as society 
becomes ever more enslaved to the "free-market" 
dictum that whatever cart be done will be done. 


India that resist the patenting of life. Corporate 
bioprospectors are combing the entire biosphere, from 
the arctic, to the tropics, to deep within the Earth's 
boiling hot geysers, in search of DNA sequences to 
study, manipulate and patent. The patenting of hu- 
man genes is also proceeding at a staggering pace, 
despite successful campaigns on behalf of three indig- 
enous nations (from Panama, the Solomon Islands 
and Papua New Guinea) to overturn the patenting of 
their genes by the US National Institutes of Health. In 
agriculture, biotech companies like Monsanto are 
aggressively prosecuting "seed pirates" who dare carry 
on the age-old practice of saving and replanting seeds. 

Like many other technology-based industries in 
the recent past, biotechnology promises health, 
prosperity and the limitless expansion of human 
possibilities. The pronouncements of biotech ad- 
vocates combine a rosy futurism with the air of 
scientific authority and inevitability. Still, most 
people remain skeptical. Despite a steady barrage 
of headlines and media presentations on 
biotechnology's wonders, people are genuinely 
concerned about both the immediate hazards and 
the long-range implications for life as we know it. 
Activists in Europe, India and elsewhere have not 
only exposed the profound underlying hazards of 
genetic engineering and other biotechnologies but 
tapped into a deeply ingrained skepticism toward 
viewing nature as an object to be manipulated and 
controlled. In Europe, the specter of Nazi eugenics 
hangs over discussions of genetic engineering and 
cloning. In India, the seed is a powerful cultural 
symbol and its manipulation and appropriation by 
capital is an abomination. 

These concerns have bred powerful grassroots 


grow in the presence of these mutant microbes, as movements against genetic engineering and other 

activists in Louisiana recently learned just in time to Life as Product biotechnologies. Activists in Europe have pressured 

stop a planned series of field tests. Biotechnology ultimately seeks to commodify their governments to limit imports of engineered 

By crossing the species barrier, genetic engineers all that is alive and bring all of life into the realm corn and soybeans from the US and taken direct 

endow plants, animals and bacteria with unique of commercial products by altering the patterns of action against test plots of genetically engineered 

combinations of genetic traits that have likely not nature so as to better satisfy the demands of the crops. In Britain, Germany and Switzerland, plants 

previously existed in nature. Traits such as herbicide marketplace. Where nature is not well suited to have been pulled out of the ground and put aside for 

tolerance and pest resistance (the two most com- continued exploitation, biotechnology offers the disposal as toxic waste. Greenpeace has blockaded 

mon uses of genetic engineering in agriculture to- means to redesign life. Genetic engineering for US grain shipments in many northern European 

day) are known to spread via pollen to neighboring herbicide resistance is advertised as the answer to ports, protesting the shippers' refusal to separate 

crops and potentially to wild plants as well, creating the problems of monocrop agriculture. Where irri- genetically engineered varieties from conventional 

"superweeds" and other ecological disruptions. gation systems are faltering, it will make crops ones. In India, hundreds of thousands of farmers 

Genetically engineered food and fiber crops be- more resistant to drought and salt, instead of have demonstrated against corporate control of 

ing grown commercially in the US are mostly of forcing a change in farm practices and decentrali- seeds, and some have burned test plots of Monsanto's 

two types: those designed to resist high doses of zation of our food system. To solve the manage- pesticide-secreting cotton varieties. Canadian activ- 

toxic herbicides, from Roundup to the potent car- ment problems of northern fish farms, scientists ists joined with skeptical government scientists to 

cinogen bromoxynil, and those that secrete bacte- are trying to splice frost resistant genes from floun- successfully pressure their government to renew a 

rial pesticides. Most of the new pest-resistant der into salmon. Biotechnology is seen as the moratorium on the use of a genetically engineered 

crops— potatoes, corn, cotton, rapeseed (canola) perfect solution for a system that would impose growth hormone for dairy cows. Many people, in 

and others — contain a bacterial pesticide from capitalist standards of productivity on everything these pages and elsewhere, have asked, why don't 

Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt). Sprays containing Bt have that is alive, while continuing its assaults on the we have a movement like this in the United States? 

been used safely by organic growers for two de- integrity of living ecosystems. 

cades and have also been used to inoculate forests The biotechnology industry is also in the forefront A US Movement? 

against spruce budworm and gypsy moths. These ofpatentinglivingthings.Itbroughttheagendaoflife Actually, both the movement against biotechnol- 

large-scale sprayings began to reveal the side ef- patenting into the European Parliament, as well as ogy and its use of direct action originated right here 

fects of Bt, particularly its toxic effects on a wide international agreements such as the Global Agree- in the US. In the 1970s, community activists and 

variety of moths and butterflies. The activated ment on Tariffs and Trade. The US government has 

form of Bt toxin secreted by genetically engineered threatened trade sanctions against countries such as continued on next page 

Bt crops has proved harmful to insects, such as 
honeybees, ladybugs and lacewings. 

Biotechnology is beginning to influence forestry 
practices as well. Corporate, university and govern- 
ment laboratories are developing genetically altered 
nursery stocks that resist insects, viruses, frost or 
drought, grow faster and produce wood that is easier 
to process into lumber or pulp. The Canadian Forest 
Service is actively field testing genetically altered 
varieties of poplar, spruce and larch (introducing 
various corn and wheat genes, among others). An 
Australian company working in Indonesia has de- 
veloped a cloned variety of eucalyptus tree that 
grows 40 feet in just a year, and researchers at the 
University of Georgia are developing engineered 
poplars that absorb mercury and other toxic wastes. 

The implications of biotechnology for animal wel- 
fare are even more severe. By combining the technolo- 
gies of genetic engineering, cloning and in vitro fertili- 
zation, new breeding stocks of domestic animals are 
being developed, and some are being raised as 
"bioreactors" to commercially produce drugs, hor- 
mones and even human proteins in their milk. We 
may not be far from the day when companies offer 
clones of their most productive livestock for sale to 
farmers, perhaps with genetic modifications that se- 
verely compromise the animals' health. We have 
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Another company charged with a simila 
fence at the same site, seed producer Perryf: 
Holdings, was fined £3 14,000 and ordered to 
costs of £35,000. Friends of the Earth denoui 
Monsanto's fine as "pathetic." 

The case was another setback for the gov 
ment in its attempt to convince the public 
genetically modified food plants present no rl 



ay places to just two metres to put in a roadway and 
ed improve the site’s appearance. A gap between the 
genetically modified crops and the pollen-barrier 
n- crops created a "wind tunnel," allowing pollen to 
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skeptical scientists joined to oppose the construc- 
tion of special containment labs for early experi- 
ments in gene splicing in a number of university 
communities. Citizen review boards were estab- 
lished in several cities to monitor researchers' com- 


Today, genetic engineering in agriculture has 
reached far beyond the experimental stage. Not only 
are tens of millions of acres of engineered crops being 
grown — with virtually no monitoring of the conse- 
quences — but the US government is aggressively 


being sold on new "herbicide tolerant" and "pest 
resistant" varieties of corn, potatoes, soybeans and 
other crops without being told that they are geneti- 
cally engineered. We are researching the companies 
responsible for these sales efforts and plan to focus 
actions toward them, rather than the 



farmers. One company well-renowned 
by organic farmers and gardeners in New 
England, Johnny's Selected Seeds, is be- 
ing targeted for a boycott due to a dis- 
claimer in its 1999 catalog saying it may 
carry genetically engineered seeds in the 
future. We are also investigatingthe grow- 
ing ties between the region's leading state 
universities and the biotechnology in- 
dustry and are planning a series of teach- 
ins and demonstrations to expose them. 

Demonstrations in the streets and at 
supermarkets around the country are 
being staged to highlight both the hor- 
ror and the absurdity of genetically 
engineered food. Activists with the 
Hexterminators collective in Berkeley, 
California, have been hitting the streets 
in costume, explaining the hazards of 
biotechnology to their neighbors, and 
a national campaign focusing on 
Monsanto's threat to life is also being 
planned. An international conference 
of biotech opponents in St. Louis last 
summer featured a colorful demonstra- 
tion at Monsanto headquarters in sub- 
urban Creve Coeur, hopefully the first 
of many. Three global days of action 
against genetic engineering in 1997 and 
'98 brought people into the streets of 
dozens of US cities. 

There is lots of new energy in the move- 
ment against genetic engineering, but 
this is just a beginning. Over 200,000 
people wrote to the USDA last year to 


pliance with safety and ethics guidelines. 

In 1983, researchers at the University of Califor- 
nia obtained the federal government's approval for 
the first outdoor release of a ge- 
netically engineered organism, a / T~k 

soil bacterium altered to resist / Iff) 

frost. The release was held up for If) j £ l U 
several years by lawsuits and other 
interventions but finally took place in the spring of 
1987, under the auspices of a private company spun 
off from the university. The night before the so-called 
Frostban bacteria were to be tested on a field of 
strawberry blossoms, Earth Firstlers and others scaled 
a barbed wire fence and evaded on-site security, pull- 
ing nearly 2,000 plants out of the ground without 
being detected (see EF//, June-July, 1987). At daybreak, 
the company hurriedly stuffed the uprooted straw- 
berry plants back into the ground so its spraying of 
engineered bacteria could be staged for the scores of 
reporters and TV cameras that had assembled for the 
historic occasion. 

Two more actions were staged, both at university 
and corporate test plots. By 1989, the company that 
aspired to symbolize the dawning of the Age of 
Biotechnology had withdrawn its application for 
any further tests in California. 

By the middle 1990s, both corporations and univer- 
sities were actively developing 
genetically engineered crops, 
and hundreds of field tests were 
being carried out, with permits 
from the US Department of Ag- 
riculture (USDA) and Environ- 
mental Protection Agency, in 
nearly every state in the US. 

Two staff members at the Na- 
tional Wildlife Federation, now 
with the Union of Concerned 
Scientists, initiated a quarterly 
newsletter documenting these 
tests and summarizing their pio- 
neering research on the pos- 
sible ecological consequences 
of these experiments. Unfortu- 
nately, activist energies were 
largely focused elsewhere. 

One positive development 
during this period was partly 
due to the initiative of a lone 
Wisconsin dairy farmer named 
John Kinsman. Kinsman dis- 
covered that the student union 
at the University of Wisconsin 
in Madison was serving ice 
cream made with milk from 
cows that were being injected 
with experimental Bovine 
Growth Flormone. He traveled 
to Madison in midwinter and 
began standing in front of the 
union with a sign explaining 
what the students were un- 
knowingly consuming. 

Kinsman's one-person cam- 
paign helped spark a nation- 


Franken-Foods 

Protesters demonstrating against so-called "Fran- 
kenstein" foods on February 18 gained access to a 
British port to await two vessels en route from , 
America carrying genetically modified maize j 
and corrf. Their presence prevented the ships, 

Utviken and Huta Katowice, from unloading. 

Four Greenpeace activists secured them- 
selves inside an unloading crane at the 
Seaforth grain terminal. "They did a magnifi- 
cent job to get in there because of the large 
police presence, "said the spokeswoman. "Our 
people have been stopped and generally ham- 
pered all day. But they are all well trained and 
very experienced. They are comfortable and 
have got provisions. They will stay there as 
long as it takes." 

Inflatable boats also intended for the pro- 
test at the port were impounded by police as 
they traveled to Liverpool. A Merseyside po- 
lice spokeswoman said, "In the early hours of 
Thursday, February 18, Merseyside Police and 
the Cheshire Constabulary conducted a joint 
operation, the objective of which was to 
prevent disruptive activity in respect of com- 
mercial shipping in the region. Over 30 offic- 
ers were deployed in searching a number of 
people— -13 — and their vehicles. No arrests 
were made. Both forces are continuing to 
monitor the situation." 




English protesters dumped four tonnes of genetically modified soya 
beans outside Prime Minister Tony Blair's official residence on February 
18. Greenpeace activists targeted Blair after his spokesman said he was 
happy to consume genetically modified (GM) food. "We are taking these 
GM soya beans to one of the few homes in the UK where they want to eat 
it," a Greenpeace spokeswoman said. 

The government appears to be considering changing tack on the wider 
issue of growing genetically modified crops after tremendous public outcry 
against the practice. Some members of parliament have said recently that 
they are interested in extending the moratorium on growing genetically 
modified food in Britain after previously insisting no reason existed for 
doing this. The environment minister has said a ban on the commercial 
growing of genetically modified foods could be extended until more became 
known about the effects on health and the environment. "I believe in the 
current climate the industry will agree to it, " he said. "If they do not, we will 
use the legislative instruments that are necessary to achieve it." 

Friends of the Earth director Charles Secrett drew encouragement 
from such remarks, saying, "The U-turn has started, but the govern- 
ment has further to go. A voluntary agreement is not enough. We are 
calling for a clear freeze on commercial growing of genetically modified 
crops until scientific research has been completed, published and 
debated." 

Friends of the Earth has also recently made public a leaked government 
report expressing fears about the risks posed by genetically modified foods. 


wide alliance of farmers and citizens that delayed by 
several years the government's approval of Monsanto's 
brand of the engineered rBGH for commercial use. 

Once Monsanto's rBGH became the first geneti- 
cally engineered product to significantly impact our 
food supply, efforts to sustain public opposition to 
the hormone focused largely on media and legisla- 
tion. Meanwhile, the Minnesota-based Pure Food 
Campaign coordinated demonstrations in response 
to the Food and Drug Administration's (FDA) ap- 
proval of the hormone, including several high- 
profile public milk-dumpings in major cities. Over 
100 school districts from Chicago to Los Angeles 
passed resolutions against rBGH products in their 
cafeterias, and lawsuits were filed against the FDA 
for blatant conflicts of interest among the staff 
responsible for the product's approval. But activists 
around the country focused much of their effort on 
trying to label rBGH dairy products. 


promoting these crops 

worldwide. Efforts to limit imports of engineered 
corn and soybeans from the US by the governments 
of Ireland and France were met with forceful counter- 
lobbying by top officials of the Clinton administra- 
tion, including National Security Advisor Sandy Berger 
and "environmental" Vice President A1 Gore. Dan 
Glickman, US Secretary of Agriculture, has traveled 
across Europe threatening a trade war if European 
countries restrict imports of biotech crops. It may be 
too late for field actions, such as those in California 
in the 1980s and across Europe in the '90s, to have a 
significant impact on the development of genetic 
engineering in the United States. 

In New England, we are working on a somewhat 
different approach. Along with expanded public edu- 
cation in the streets, town halls and even die aisles of 
our local supermarkets, we are looking into the sources 
of genetically engineered seeds. Many farmers are 


object to government plans to allow genetically engi- 
neered foods to be labeled organic. But the urgency of 
stopping commercial uses of genetic engineering 
reaches far beyond food issues. We need to learn from 
our sisters and brothers in Europe and Asia and de- 
velop a people's movement against biotechnology 
that can meaningfully hold back this industry's mount- 
ing assaults on the integrity of life on earth. 

For more information contact NE Resistance 
Against Genetic Engineering, c/o ISE, POB 89, 
Plainfield, VT 05667; Hexterminators, c/o http:// 
www.artactivist.com; Genetic Engineering Network 
(UK), genetics@gn.apc.org; Biodevastation Network, 
c/o Gateway Green Alliance, POB 8094, St. Louis, 
MO 63156; Bioengineering Action Network, POB 
11703, Eugene, OR 97440; ban@tao.ca. Also check 
out the Sept./Oct. 1998 issue of The Ecologist, a 
special issue on Monsanto and biotechnology. 
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The MV Edward 


by Jim Page 

There's an old saying: "Mussolini made the 
trains run on time." It's a warning about tunnel 
vision. Among other things it says that single- 
issue activism can make for strange and danger- 
ous bedfellows. Case in point: the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society (SSCS) and the campaign to 
save the gray whale. There's a thread here that I 
would like to investigate. I 
am not trying to slander 
or demean anybody's ef- 
forts. I hope this criticism 
is taken in the spirit in 
which it is given. 

The Makah Nation on 
Washington's Pacific Coast 
received legal permission 
via its treaty rights to rein- 
state the gray whale hunt 
in October 1998. The SSCS, 
headed by Paul Watson, 
along with several other or- 
ganizations, was deter- 
mined to stop the hunt. 

Though Paul Watson and 
Lisa are very committed 
activists, their ideology 
seems to pit nature against 
humanity as a whole and 
makes no real distinctions 
between the different 
power grids of our social 
existence. Human societ- 
ies are not flat. They have 
classes and histories; there 
is no "humanity" in an ab- 
stract sense. The world of 
human existence, with all of its dynamic tensions 
and struggles, affects the Earth and in many ways 
is creating a disaster. I see two choices: complete 
depletion of the human population or an inten- 
tional radical shift in our power relations. I choose 
the second. In order to save the Earth, you have to 
change the world. 

Paul says, "I am, in fact, unapologetic for my 
biocentric views, and yes I put nature before the 
interests of humanity." But humanity is a part of 
nature. It is our social systems that create the 
problem, not the fact that we exist. And so it is 
society that must be changed. 

Several years ago Lisa wrote a piece in the Sea 
Shepherd Log, describing Paul’s ancestors arriving in 
Canada, encountering old-growth forests, clear-run- 
ning water, and beautiful wild animals. The presence 
of people, of whom there were many at the time, was 
conspicuously absent. A few paragraphs later she 
described how Paul was like a distant relative of hers 
who was a pirate in the Louisiana Territories and was 
one of a handful of brave men who had the foresight 
and courage to fight alongside Andrewjackson against 
the French. If it wasn't for men like Andrewjackson, 
she said, "we wouldn't have this great country of 
ours." Jackson, if you recall, was the architect and 
chief prosecutor of the Trail of Tears, the forced 
removal in which roughly half of the population of 
several Native nations were killed. Jackson boasted 
that he never met an Indian he didn't kill and never 
killed an Indian he didn't scalp. Lisa's comparison of 
these two men is disturbing. You can't make 
this kind of a statement without being igno- 
rant or prone to tunnel vision. I think, in this 
case, it's the latter. 

I bring this old stuff up because there's 
a pattern. In their efforts to stop the 
Makah whale hunt, Watson and com- 
pany have enlisted the aid of Con- 
gressman Jack Metcalf, a well known 
anti-Indian politician. His father, John 
Metcalf, was a member of the Silver Shirts, 
a Nazi-support group during the '40s. 




These days Jack Metcalf calls on Congress to 
"abrogate all existing treaties..." He has intro- 
duced bills to make it more difficult for Indian 
people to petition for federal recognition. In 1985 
he was cochair of Redeem Our Country, a right 
wing, anti-federal group. Other cochairs included 
anti-Semite Eustace Mullins and arch-segregation- 
ist John Rarick. The group's advisory board in- 
cluded white-supremacist Christian Identity ad- 
vocates and a columnist 
from The Spotlight (an 
anti-Semitic right wing 
conspiracy paper) As an 
influential anti-immi- 
gration spokesman, 
Metcalf cosponsored an 
attempt to overturn the 
1 4th Amendment with a 
further amendment bar- 
ring children born in the 
US from receiving auto- 
matic citizenship. He has 
received a 100 percent 
rating from both the 
anti-immigrant lobby, 
US Border Control and 
the Christian Coalition. 

The partnership began 
when the SSCS contacted 
Metcalf and, according to 
its own writings, "initi- 
ated the effort to develop 
the letter [an official "let- 
f ter of objection"] with 
|- Metcalf's staff in early 
1997." The letter was pre- 
sented at a press Cbnfer- 
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Shepherd. Other press conferences followed. Jack 
introduced a resolution to the House urging the 
government to "strengthen its position against 
commercial whale hunts by all renegade whaling 
nations." On the SSCS web site there's a piece 
urging readers to "write Congressman Metcalf and 
tell him you support his efforts." It does not warn 
you to watch out for his overall right-wing, anti- 
Indian agenda. In fact, Metcalf is only spoken of in 
positive terms. 

From the journals of Lisa Distefano, November 4, 
1998 (published on the SSCS web site): 

"The decision was made to hold a press confer- 
ence on Wednesday with Congressman Jack Metcalf 
in Sieku. (Fortunately, he won his re-election bid 
the day before!) Buoyed by his victory, on a wave 
of righteousness that comes over one when one's 
belief triumphs, he was impassioned. Metcalf is a 
survivor. A whale-loving Republican... who would 
have thought? Many attack him and say he's no 
friend of the environment. But he's a friend of 
Buddy [a whale]. And right now, that's all that 
counts. He stands to lose, as well. He doesn't 
represent just the desires of his constituency, he 
owns a local bed and breakfast." 

I have actually heard Paul Watson claim that the 
Makah are like the KKK in the days of the Missis- 
sippi Freedom Rides. This means that SSCS is the 
Freedom Riders, and the whales are the unregis- 
tered Black voters. It would be an understatement 
to say that this is stretching things a bit. 

The Makah's 1855 treaty created a "trust require- 
ment" that the US government advocate for their 
treaty rights, including the right to whale. The 
Makah stopped hunting in the 1920s when the 
gray whale population faced extinction, mainly 
due to commercial whalers. Today, gray whale 
populations have recovered. They are no longer 
considered endangered. The US government sup- 
ports the hunt because it is forced to by its own 
laws. When the SSCS calls for the government to 
withdraw its advocacy, it is, in effect, calling for 
the abrogation of the treaty, just as Metcalf has 


done. Our boy Jack, and his right-wing cammo 
buddies, have clamored for years that, "Indians 
have special rights" and that therefore the rest of us 
"ordinary citizens" should support his work to 
dismantle their status. Up here in the Northwest, 
he has concentrated on fishing issues. So the whale 
hunt was right down his alley. 

To defend himself against charges of racism, 
Watson refers to, among other things, the fact that 
he served as a medic for the American Indian 
Movement at the Wounded Knee uprising in 1973. 
True as that may be, that was 26 years ago and 
doesn't have much bearing on current events. It's 
not what you did, it's what you do. To his credit he 
told me in a letter that, "We are sponsoring a 
lawyer for her [Alberta Thompson, one of the few 
Makah speaking out against the hunt] and paying 
her benefits in the meantime." 

But wait, there's more: Watson has formed an- 
other interesting alliance. Brigitte Bardot, the fa- 
mous French film star, joined him in 1977 to stop 
a Canadian seal hunt. She planned to participate 
again in '98 but had to bag out due to mechanical 
difficulties. I heard Paul explain to an audience a 
few years back that her presence was important as 
a way to get "media attention." Brigitte Bardot is 
well known for her commitment to animal rights. 
But, according to Robert Crawford of the Coalition 
for Human Dignity, she is also a "prominent 
opponent of Muslim religious rights, a venomous 
anti-immigrant spokesperson and an ally of the 
National Front, France's leading neo-fascist po- 
litical party." Her husband, Bernard d'Ormale, is a 
National Front activist. She is quoted as saying, 
"Now my country, France, my homeland, is with 
the blessing of successive governments again in- 
vaded by a foreign, especially Moslem, overpopu- 
lation to which we pay allegiance." (Just last year 
Watson, Farley Mowat and Dave Foreman signed 
on to a campaign to get the Sierra Club to advocate 
immigration reduction. Remember that?) Is the 
thread thick enough yet? 

Wanting to defend nature is not enough. There 
are forces that will fight beside you for their own 
twisted reasons. And misanthropy, just like racism, 
is a dangerous tendency when there is any sort of 
activism involved. 

Which brings us back to changing the world to 
save the Earth. There must be a better way to save 
the whales than enlisting the aid of known fascists. 
Relationships between Indians and white environ- 
mentalists are strained enough as it is. A whale 
hunt is a messy business that most of us would just 
as soon have no part of. But most of us don't come 
from a whaling culture. Most of us come from the 
dominator culture that kicked the shit out of the 
Native whalers, and we hold onto our positions of 
superiority by claiming a high moral ground and 
practicing an institutional ignorance. 

Paul says, "I am opposing Japan and Norway at 
Neah Bay — not the Makah." I believe him. How- 
ever, Jack Metcalf is opposing the Makah, and the 
SSCS has actually endorsed this man, as well as 
Brigitte Bardot. When Watson and company leave 
Neah Bay, Metcalf will have achieved a higher 
standing in the minds of many people who, out of 
the goodness of their hearts, would like to protect 
the natural world. 

It comes back to that old idea that nature needs 
to be saved from humans, period. But all humans 
aren't the same. There's a difference between 
Rigoberta Menchu and Charles Hurwitz. Consider- 
ing the speed at which we are dismantling the 
planet, there is an urgent need to address these 
differences, which probably means expanding the 
definition of "environment" into its more holistic 
meaning of "the circumstances, objects or condi- 
tions by which one is surrounded." This includes 
the workplace, the home, the street, the forest and 
international historical treaty relations. We have 
to. They clearcut people too. 
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Sea Shepherd Responds 


by Andrew Christie 

As Jim Page is fond of historical analogies, we 
invite him to consider his close resemblance to 
those public-spirited American "investigators" of 
the late '40s and early '50s who made it their 
mission to probe into the background, associa- 
tions and family trees of sundry public officials, 
entertainers, school teachers, business rivals, etc. 
and who would then call up network heads, spon- 
sors, employers and Congressional committees in 
order to relay "evidence" of any taint of commu- 
nist leanings or influence. 

The character assassin never lived who has not 
hoped his solicitous concern would "be taken in 
the spirit in which it is given." 

Page has previously scolded us for enforcing the 
United Nations ban on high seas driftnetting be- 
cause the prime violators of the ban were Japanese 
and Taiwanese nationals. Hence, Sea Shepherd's 
actions, which saved countless dolphins, sea turtles, 
sharks, whales and seals, were racist. He now scolds 
us for associating with the wrong sort of people 
while enforcing the International Whaling 
Commission's ban on nonsubsistence whale hunt- 
ing because the people who want to break that ban 
are members of an American Indian tribe. 

Page's brand of political correctness is of the all- 
consuming variety that leads to total paralysis. It is 
also profoundly racist in that it ascribes inherent 
goodness and moral justification to any action 
taken by an individual by virtue of his or her 
membership in an ethnic group. One dose of his- 
torical reality: The Makah whale hunt was indeed 
"discontinued when the gray whale population was 
faced with extinction, mainly due to commercial 
whalers." The Makah stopped hunting whales be- 
cause their profits were declining, and there was far 
more money to be made in hunting seals. But when 
the Yankee whalers came to the Pacific Northwest, 


the Makah signed on as 
harpooners. (They were 
the commercial whalers, 
Jim.) Page also ignores the tribe's close business 
relationship to Maruha/Taiyo, the Japanese fisher- 
ies giant that has been at the center of virtually 
every major pirate whaling scheme in the last 30 
years. He also ignores the documented interest of 
the Makah Tribal Council in the commercial slaugh- 
ter and sale of virtually every species of marine 
mammal to be found in the Pacific Northwest. 

Page makes it clear that he considers Sea 
Shepherd's approach politically naive and simplis- 
tic. In fact, we are aware that political reality 
encompasses a far broader, deeper and more subtle 
spectrum than Page's analysis permits. For Page, 
Congressman Metcalf is Spiro Agnew is Adolf Hitler. 
Jack Metcalf is, in fact, a political maverick who 
votes his conscience, associates with whomever he 
pleases and relates to people as individuals rather 
than as ciphers representing a political viewpoint. 
If Metcalf was the standard-issue right-wing Re- 
publican from central casting that Page wants him 
to be, he would certainly not associate himself 
with the likes of us. His handlers would keep him 
away. In fact, Metcalf disavows our tactics. He is on 
our side for one reason: He likes whales. He grew up 
with them in Puget Sound. His dad taught him to 
respect them, and his childhood love for the spe- 
cies never left him. We stepped into the Makah 
whale hunt issue early on, and since no main- 
stream enviro group will dare touch this exceed- 
ingly hot potato, Metcalf had no choice: We're it. 
So he's on our side. 

The view of the Makah whale hunt as strictly a 
native rights issue and a clash of "ideologies that pit 
nature against humanity" is simplistic in the ex- 
treme. To make that argument, Page ignores messy 
facts that don't fit. More than a few Makah tribal 
elders have voiced their displeasure with the hot-dog 
venture capitalists of the Makah Tribal Council who 
have forsaken tradition and not respected or con- 
sulted the elders in their gung-ho, "Let's go hunt us 


some whales, ” approach. 

Page's attempt to smear 
Metcalf with the sins of his father is as tortuous, 
pathetic and unworthy of response as his attempt to 
dismiss Paul Watson's service under fire as a medic to 
the American Indian Movement during the siege at 
Wounded Knee. He tries to concoct a pattern of anti- 
Indian racism out of a passing mention of Andrew 
Jackson in a four-year-old article by Lisa Distefano. 
Page asserts that Distefano said Jean LaFitte "had the 
foresight and courage to fight alongside Andrew 
Jackson against the French. She said if it wasn't for 
men like Andrew Jackson, 'We wouldn't have this 
great country of ours.'" Page then launches into his 
damning screed against the racism of Andrew Jack- 
son, which he tries to tie to Distefano in his preferred 
guilt-by-association mode. 

There are two errors in his argument, beyond its 
being the crudest kind of smear tactic. First, An- 
drew Jackson did not fight the French. He fought 
'•the British. Page's error does not greatly commend 
his historical analysis. His second error is more 
serious: He finds Distefano's lauding of Andrew 
Jackson to mean she must be either "really igno- 
rant or prone to tunnel vision." Could be... except 
that Distefano never said what Page says she said. 
(Go back and read it again, Jim.) The closest she 
comes is: "Without Jean LaFitte, the United States 
of America would have been a far different place. 
President Jackson never would have been, and the 
British would have redefined the destiny of America 
and denied the vision and dreams of Thomas 
Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin and Patrick Henry." 

As difficult as it is to respond to a theory based on 
manufactured quotes, one is equally hard pressed 
to know how to respond to undigested philosophi- 
cal nuggets like, "It's not what you did, it's what 
you do." With each rotation of the Earth and the 
dawn of a new day, what one does becomes what 
one did. And what one has done becomes what one 
is. Paul Watson can look back over the last 20 or 30 
years and take considerable satisfaction in what he 
has done and the way he has done it. 


Wolves & Poodles 


A curious wolf with an extra large nose (all the better to smell you with, little 
piggies) to Richard Bancroft, a photographer who attempted to cover the raid 
on Minnesota's Minnehaha Free State (see EF!J, February-March, 1999). Bancroft 
was photo-documenting the abusive police behavior when he was knocked 
down, handcuffed and arrested by an overzealous cop. His camera was seized, and 
when it was returned three weeks later, all of the film had been removed. 

A (who'da thunk it) wolf to Helen Chenoweth who in her first-ever act of 
environmental beneficence, announced recently that she won't be running for a 
fourth term. Idaho's Congressman Chenoweth (as she prefers to be called) is the 
infamously befuddled legislator whose statement that, "How can salmon be 
endangered when you can buy them in a can at Albertsons?" is typical of her 
environmental insight. 

Continuing in the lobo-like politico vein, a wolf to the European Parlia- 
ment for its February resolution insisting that US political prisoner Leonard 
Peltier be granted executive clemency. The resolution requires the European 
Parliament's delegates to the US to raise the case of Peltier at its next 
^ meeting with the US. In addition to the numerous injustices in the 
jailing of Peltier, the government is now denying him much needed 
medical attention. 

A beret-clad, bike-riding wolf to the city of Paris, 
which will ban cars from the city center on September 
22, along with 35 other French cities. Parisian 
Mayor Jean Tiberi called on other European 
capitols to join the movement for car-free days. 

A big, fearsome wolf to the tiny, rare Kla- 
math shoulder band snail on California's 
Klamath National Forest, for stopping the 
proposed Shotgun timber sale. The mollusk 
is one of 80 species that the US Forest Service 
is required to look for prior to approving 
timber sales, which the agency did only after 
agitation from the Etna, California-based Kla- 
math Forest Alliance. The 3.5 million-board- 
foot Shotgun sale is on hold while the agency 
continues its snail surveys. 



An air-headed poodle flunking doggy manner school to six Pennsylva- 
nia school districts that are funding the Allegheny Forest Alliance, a timber 
industry organization. Four of the districts voted to divert $75,000 from 
education funds to the alliance, headed by Donald Payne, who holds more 
than $3 million worth of national forest timber contracts. The schools 
forwarded the funds to the group in order to fight a lawsuit about overcutting 
on the Allegheny National Forest, which benefits the schools and counties 
because they are funded by timber industry revenues. 

Yet another poodle to the alpha poodle himself, Bruce Babbitt, who recently 
heralded the great success of the Endangered Species Act (ESA). "In the near 
future, many species will by flying, splashing and leaping off the list. They made 
it. They are graduating," said Babbitt when he announced the delisting of 34 
species. However, Babbitt's graduation roll call did more to highlight the 
terrible ineffectiveness of his agency at enforcing the ESA. Of the 34 species, five 
are extinct and 12 were listed based on inaccurate information. If graduating 
from the ESA requires extinction, may the rest of the species flunk miserably. 

An extra fluffy, vain and prissy poodle to Leonardo DiCaprio and 20th 
Century Fox film studio for removing sand dunes, cutting native vegeta- 
tion and introducing non-native species to a protected beach on Phi Phi 
Island, Thailand. The studio is accused of bribing local officials to get the go- 
ahead for the destruction while shooting the film, The Beach. Environmen- 
talists filed suit against the film studio, but the case won't be heard until 
after filming is finished in March. Apparently, the destruction was under- 
taken in order to facilitate a football scene. 

A cowardly po-po-poodle to New Mexico Governor Johnson, who was so 
scared by the report "The Extremist Right: An Overview," that he banned it. 
The report by the criminal intelligence section of the New Mexico Depart- 
ment of Public Safety found that anti-environmental wise use groups "may 
prove to be the most volatile and pose the greatest threat to law enforce- 
ment in the state." When anti-environmental extremists threw a fit 
about the report, the book-burning governor retracted 
it and ordered all copies returned and destroyed. 

A car-happy poodle, drooling from the driver's 
side, to the city of Boston, which was declared the 
world's worst city for bike-riding by the Interna- 
tional Federation of Bike Messengers. New legisla- 
tion in the city requires bike messengers to carry 
greater insurance than taxi or automobile drivers, 
wear vests and carry three identifying li 
even when not in traffic. 
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Forest Loving Religious 
Leaders Push for Zero Cut 

Nearly 50 Christian and J ewish reli- 
gious leaders converged on Capitol 
Hill February 3 to call for an end to the 
timber sale program on national for- 
ests and a halt to logging in ancient 
forests throughout Creation. Their 
visit culminated with a meeting at the 
White House, in which they urged the 
Clinton administration to issue an 
executive order to end logging on fed- 
eral public lands. 

The coalition, known as the Religious 
Campaign for Forest Conservation, in- 
cludes representatives of Catholicism, 
Judaism and nearly every Protestant 
denomination, including Baptist, Pres- 
byterian, Lutheran, Episcopalian, Meth- 
odist, Brethren and Eastern Orthodox. 
They recently held a prayer breakfast 
with Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt 
and have since visited over 100 con- 
gressional offices and met with US For- 
est Service Chief Mike Dombeck. For 
the groups, this is a moral issue. "The 
Bible teaches us to protect and care for 
God's Creation, not destroy it," said 
Amy Hanson, an organizer. 

The Religious Campaign urges not 
only that all commercial logging be 
stopped on America's national forests 
but also that current logging subsidies 
be redirected into worker retraining, 
ecological restoration work and tax- 
payer savings. 

Road Reclaimers Celebrate 
Newbury Anniversary 

An anniversary march alongside the 
Newbury Bypass in England took place 
on January 1 1. Due to the lack of police 
in attendance, the road was quickly taken 
over for the whole afternoon by people 
pouring onto it and tearing down fences. 

As the cars stopped and the queues 
began to build, the shiny new tarmac 
was quickly redecorated with suitable 
slogans, pictures and rocks. Trees were 
climbed, banners were hung, picnics 
were eaten and delayed drivers were 
talked to. Oniy one truck driver spoiled 
everyone's fun by .plowing through 
the crowd; somehow people managed 
to jump out of the way. 

The anniversary march commemo- 
rated the 1996 mass actions protesting 
the construction of the bypass. The new 
road sliced into uninhabited and undis- 
turbed green space that is now acces- 
sible by the bypass. Even Tarmac, the 
company that built the heavily pro- 
tested, environmentally unfriendly road 
through Twyford Down (M3), publicly 
declared the Newbury Bypass too envi- 
ronmentally damaging. Now housing 
sprawl is scheduled for the area. 

The marchers ended the occupation 
just as the sun set, later regrouping for 
a candlelit gathering at Donnington 
Castle where words were spoken about 
the. need for more, direct action, espe- 
cially in the face of upcoming laws 
made just for road reclaimers. 

■ -■■■■■ , ''' : : . 1 : ' . .. 

Sumatra Blockade 

ut 2,000 protesters led by Ghris- 
and Moslem clerics set up road 
« on January 30 in Indonesia'sNorth 
Sumatra, callingfor the closure of rayon 
and hulp firm, PT Inti Indorayon Utama. 
Ip giant Asia Pacific Resources In- 
ttional Holdings Ltd. (APRIL) said 
in December it planned to sell 
Indorayon. APRIL is controlled by the 
T anoto family, which had powerful po 
litical connections during Suharto's 32 
year reign. Environmental activists have 
accused Indorayon of overcutting for 
ests around Lake Toba, pro 
sharp fall in the water 


by Ed Press 


The tensions between local farmers 
and ranchers and the powerful corpo- 
rations exploring and developing vast 
oil and gas reserves in Alberta, Canada, 
came to a dramatic conclusion for one 
oil company official this fall when he 
was shot dead by an irate rancher. 

Most of the local grievances ap- 
pear to be over the companies flar- 
ing of poisonous gases from the 
thousands of well sites scattered all 
over the province. Many citizens 
have registered complaints of con- 


lambs were aborted after one par- 
ticularly bad poisonous gas spill from 
a nearby well. 

Wiebo Ludwig has protested for 
years to no avail to the Alberta gov- 
ernment and to Alberta Energy Com- 
pany (AEC). In response, AEC has 
accused Ludwig and his family of 
numerous acts of vandalism and 
sabotage against its facilities, each 
time the charges were dropped for 
lack of evidence. Recently, though, 
in a covert operation by the RCMP, 
Wiebo Ludwig and his friend Rich- 
ard Boonstra were arrested and 


“The RCMP even bombed an AEC 
well-site building in order to make its 
hired informer more credible and 
frame the accused men.” 


taminated water supplies, identify- 
ing deadly poisons such as arsenic in 
their wells. The energy companies 
destroy wildlife habitat at an ever 
increasing rate, and the cries of pro- 
test from environmentalists are 
largely falling on deaf ears. 

More than 160 cases of vandalism 
and sabotage have been committed 
against company installations and 
equipment in the last couple of years, 
causing oil and gas companies con- 
cern about long-term security and 
continuing profits in the province of 
Alberta. Having little success pinning 
the crimes elsewhere, the Royal Ca- 
nadian Mounted Police (RCMP) have 
turned their attention to a farmer 
near the small town of Hythe in 
Alberta. Wiebo Ludwig, a former min- 
ister of the Christian Reform Church, 
is well known as a man determined to 
make oil and gas extractors account- 
able to the public. 

The Ludwigs live as an extended 
family of 35 people, producing their 
own electric power, growing much 
of their own food, raising sheep for 
wool and generally trying to be as 
self sufficient as possible. When they 
first came to the farm in 1985, there 
was only one gas well in the vicinity. 
Now there are 10. Gas-flaring-in- 
duced health problems have affected 
the farm animals and family mem- 
bers. In 1997 the family was forced 
to sell off its sheep because all the 


charged with numerous counts of 
conspiracy to commit violence 
against the property of the AEC. 

When the case was brought before 
the court in Edmonton, Alberta, the 
whole country was stunned to hear of 
the major operation undertaken by 
the RCMP in order to entrap Ludwig 
and Boonstra. The plot involved, 
among other things, buying a wit- 
ness to testify against the two ac- 
cused. The RCMP even bombed an 
AEC well-site building in order to 
make its hired informer more cred- 
ible and frame the accused men. The 
RCMP was found guilty of similar 


"Wiebo Ludwig... is well known as a man 
determined to make oil and gas extractors 
accountable to the public. " 

offenses in the 1970s. 

The men have not been charged 
with any offense, only conspiring 
based on evidence brought forth by a 
paid informant. Boonstra has had no 
evidence presented against him at all. 
Yet they were kept in jail and not 
permitted to post bail until February 
19, when they were finally released 
pending a May 3 trial. 

The case appears suspect and unbe- 
lievable to most Canadians. Those who 
do believe in justice in this country 
continue to do what they can, telling 
the world what is happening. Others 
must be made to see how a corrupt 
police force and government are do- 
ing the bidding of wealthy corpora- 
tions, even denying its own citizens 
the justice of the courts and the pro- 
tection of the law. 


... and JEjulldoze Demo 

Alberta's top mountie, accompanied by more than a dozen officers, swooped 
down on protesters at the Royal Canadian Mounted Police headquarters 
February 10 and bulldozed their snow fort. The snow fort had multiple 
chambers capable of sleeping more than a dozen people. It was built a week 
earlier, after it was learned that the police had bombed a shed at a gas well near 
Hythe in October to enhance an informer's credibility. 

Gerry Paschen, a longtime Edmonton environmentalist, was alone at the fort 
when Assistant Commander Don McDermid appeared with 14 uniformed 
officers. McDermid had an eviction order which he read out to Paschen. "I have 
been patient with respect to your protest actions and have permitted it to 
continue on our premises into the second week," said McDermid as he read out 
the notice. "I am not opposed to your right to protest. But I can no longer permit 
you to remain on the premises." He went on to say that he was worried about 
damage to the lawn at the new building and worried that the protesters were a 
distraction and a danger to motorists on Kingsway Avenue. 

Officers removed picket signs and other property from the fort, placing it 
in storage at the police building. Then a small bulldozer moved in on the 
fort. It was leveled within 15 minutes. 


USE A PIE— GO TO JAIL! 


CHERRY PIE THREE disagree with policy or their side loses an election... The 

^ _ _ __ result is stability almost unknown elsewhere in the world, 

® t ■ SI .X. 1*1 QNT H S and most of us would like to keep it that way. " 

When San Francisco mayor Willie Brown testified Yeah, right. A complete transcript of Judge Goldsmith's 

against Biotic Baking Brigade (BBB) activists Gerry incredibly stupid sentencing remarks entitled, Cream and 
Livernois, Rahula Janowski and Justin Gross, he repeat- Punishment: Industrial Society and Its Future, Or Why We 
edly urged the court to make an example of the defen- Choose Anarchism Over All Forms ofStatism, was recently 
dants. Judge Ernest H. Goldsmith complied and gave all published by the BBB. Undaunted, Agent Apple defiantly 
three the maximum penalty of six months in the county asserted the militant bakers involved in the current 
jail for pieing his honor. pastry uprising will continue to practice literally in-your- 

Food Not Bombs activist and now-convicted pie- face politics, "The pie is cast. We shall not rest until 
thrower, Rahula Janowski, toljl the court, "Throughout justice, as well as dessert* is served. Together we can lick 
his political career, Willie Brown has maintained his the upper crust." . 

commitment to civil rights for Afriihfi American people... Please send vegarjl organic pies with files in them to our 
This makes it all the harder to bear when we see him dear friehSteH^TOIa. Janowski #1818075, c/o SF County 
ignoring and denying the civil rights q|homeress^eopie..,„ ;r# |pP€rEPod,"425 7th St., SF, CA 94103 and Justin Gross 


Where is the compassion, the humanity', in our collective 
response to this situation?" 

Goldsmith justified the harsh sentence by saying, "There 
is a mortar which holds this democracy together, and 
that is our system of elections. Americans need not take 
to the streets, grab weapons or hit someone if they 


#1818071^gian Bruno County Jail #7, POB 907, San 
Bmno;'CAy4066. Fortunately, Gerry Livernois has not 
been ordered to jail yet, in light of a serious medical 
condition. Please send letters of support to him and 
donations for the BBB payable to Jeff Larson, Friends of 
the BBB, 3288 21st St., #92, San Francisco, CA 94110. 
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Activist Targeted: 

House Burned In West Virginia's Big Coal Country 


By Josh Laughlin 

After falling asleep in her lounge chair shortly 
after midnight on October 8, Rebecca Hunt abruptly 
woke to glass shattering. Thinking that someone 
had thrown a rock through her window, she jerked 
up to investigate. She found a wall of fire eating up 
her curtains and spreading throughout the rest of 
the house. She frantically dialed 911, grabbed her 
three-year-old daughter out of bed and ran to the 
safety of her neighbor's yard. She stood in the 
drizzling rain and watched her home burn down. 

Here in Logan County, West Virginia, Big Coal 
runs the show. The state governor was elected with 
over $500,000 in sooty coal money. The directors of 
the West Virginia Division of Environmental Pro- 
tection, appointed by Governor Underwood, are 
former coal industry engineers, consultants, super- 
intendents and managers. The industry contributes 
$2.6 billion to the state's economy and employs 
over three percent of the workforce. 

Growing up a native West Virginian, Hunt was 
the daughter of a coal miner. She was once a pro- 
spective miner herself. But it didn't take her long to 
see what Big Coal was doing to her bioregion and 
community. She says of her childhood, "I can re- 


more than 2,000 stream miles in the state had been 
polluted by acid mine drainage. 

In the latest attempt to get the goods out of the 
ground, West Virginia's back hills of wild ginseng and 
roaming black bears have been quickly converted into 
decapitated mountains and valleys filled with rubble 
(see EF!f September-October 1998). The multiple seams 
of low-sulfur coal sit beneath a mixed mesophytic 
forest, which is considered one of the world's most 
biologically rich temperate-zone hardwood systems. 

The wrecking of West Virginia's natural com- 
mons and the displacement of its communities has 
led Hunt to be an outspoken opponent of Arch 
Coal and others wreaking havoc in the area. (With 
automation of the industry, Big Coal employs 
around 4,000 workers in the state compared to 
22,000 in 1996 and 130,000 in 1950.) The weekend 
before her house went up in flames she attended a 
Citizens Coal Council symposium in Kentucky to 
organize with other coal watchdog groups. The 
following night, the night before her house went 
up, she attended a governor's task force meeting 
on mountaintop removal, the controversial min- 
ing method that does exactly what the name sug- 
gests to access deep coal. As a steering committee 
member of a grassroots community organization, 


member when we were tired of climbing mountains she spoke on behalf of a local family whose house 
we would climb slate dumps... Our creek in Holden rattled around after 200,000 pounds of explosives 
was so orange from mine drainage." It wasn't just were set off next to it. 

her creek that had been contaminated. In 1995 the Coincidences happen, but Hunt thinks the burn- 
Environmental Protection Agency (EI’A) found that ing of her house was more than just bad luck. 


During the weekend-long symposium in Kentucky, 
her estranged husband, who still uses her home to 
wash his laundry, found the always-locked door to 
the house slightly ajar. After checking and finding 
that nothing was missing, he just assumed Rebecca 
had forgotten to lock up. Hunt's insurance adjuster 
said he was 95 percent sure the fire was electrical. 
The house was rewired in 1990. 

The creepiness haunting Hunt didn't end with the 
pile of ashes. Currently shacked up in a local motor 
lodge with her daughter, she has been subject to 
intense scrutiny and harassment. On October 24, 
she spoke out at an EPA hearing in Logan. After 
returning to the motel around 5 p.m., she found a 
cigar butt on the coffee table. The maid hadn't seen 
it when she cleaned earlier that day, and Hunt 
knows it wasn't there before she left. Her motel 
room has been broken into several times since. 
Once, Hunt left a note on the table that read, "Dear 
thief, you are being video taped — got ya. " When she 
returned, the note was gone. 

Hunt feels she has been paying the price for her 
vocal involvement in the campaign to fight moun- 
taintop removal and Big Coal in West Virginia. 
Living in fear is nothing she ever wanted, but it is 
something that has come with her passionate love 
for wild West Virginia and her fight for social justice. 
And she isn't planning on letting up. "If God didn't 
want mountains in the Appalachians, they wouldn't 
be here. The coal industry may own the property, but 
on Judgment Day, he will take care... I know I have 
fought a good fight. . . We will win; we won't give up. " 

For more information on mountaintop removal, 
contact the Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition 
at 1 101 6th Ave., Suite 222, Huntington, WV 25701; 
(304) 522-0246, fax 523-6051. Send support to 
Rebecca Hunt at POB 337, Holden, WV 25625. 


AUTHORITIES SQUELCH TOTAL LIBERATION 


by Sarah Clifton 

An anarchist gathering took place in 
Boca Raton, Florida, the second week- 
end in February, despite heavy-handed 
attempts at disruption by the authori- 
ties. The Total Liberation Conference 
attracted participants from all over North 
America and featured presentations- by 
the American Indian Movement, 
Ramona Africa of MOVE, the Animal 
Defense League, Anarchist Black Cross 
Federation, EarthKind Feminist Collec- 
tive of Syracuse, Food Not Bombs, The 
Fund For Animals, Green Anarchist, In- 
dustrial Workers of the World, Libera- 
tion Collective, No Compromise, North 
American Animal Liberation Front Press 
Office, People Against Racist Terror, 
Refuse and Resist, and The Refuge. 

It was not entirely clear why the 
authorities stuck their boot-heels on 
our necks, but it was clear that the 
human rights of radical activists were 
once again being infringed upon. The 
day before the conference, Orlando 
police contacted Florida Atlantic Uni- 
versity where the conference was 
scheduled to take place and told school 
officials the conference would be draw- 
ing members of known terrorist groups 
with a probable intent to commit vio- 
lence while in the area. Predictably, 
the administration went back on its 
agreement to let organizers use the 
campus and space had to be rented in 
a public park and word spread about 
the change of venue. 

A few hours before the conference 
was scheduled to open, FBI agents 
showed up at the home of the primary 
organizer and confronted him with in- 
formation that had been intercepted 
from his email account. The FBI insisted 
the conference would have to be can- 
celed and said no significant contact 
should take place between the groups 
slated to be present. The FBI agents then 
informed the organizers that a police 


officer and a park ranger would go to the 
park with them to inform everyone of 
the cancellation. As the conference at- 
tendees rolled in, they were greeted by 
about 10 police cars, 30 local officers, a 
crime scene unit, a tactical unit, a ca- 
nine unit and several FBI agents. 

A van occupied by the Oregon delega- 
tion (including Craig Rosebraugh from 
Portland's Liberation Collective and 
former Gandalf defendant Saxon Wood) 
was pulled over first. The passengers 
were not allowed to move about or have 
contact with any of the other confer- 
ence attendees for more than three hours 
while their van was thoroughly searched 
without probable cause. Although the 
authorities repeatedly mentioned that 
they expected to find weapons and/or 
drugs, nothing was found. Other car- 
loads of suspected "terrorists" were simi- 


larly pulled over and passengers identi- 
fied and questioned by both local police 
and the FBI. In one case, a representa- 
tive of the American Indian Movement 
was told (in front of his nine-year-old 
daughter) that he would be shot on site 
if he did not keep his hands up. We were 
all told to leave the park, despite the fact 
that it was public property and we had 
rented pavilion space. Eventually we 
were confined to a small knoll away 
from the road and repeatedly threat- 
ened with arrest if we left our spot. 

A video camera was used by activists 
to record the events, and a police 
liaison was designated to collect badge 
numbers, names and license plate 
numbers. By doing this we were able 
to document the ridiculous number 
and variety of cops and their harass- 
ment tactics. A copy of the video foot- 


age of the incident was then released 
to the press, who agreed that the film 
"bolstered our allegations of harass- 
ment." A few discreet sympathizers 
were able to arrange a meeting space, 
and the conference raged on, escaping 
the watchful eyes and ears of the FBI 
and their police puppets. 

It turned out to be an amazing event! 
We held a press conference at the Boca 
Raton police station on the final morn- 
ing of the conference where media 
filmed the activists filing complaints 
and requesting a police report. The press 
then followed us to a Boca Raton 
Bloomingdales, where a loud and ill- 
received anti-fur protest was held. The 
events of that weekend opened the eyes 
of all involved, leaving us more con- 
vinced than ever of our civil duty to act 
against the state. 


Cl.AllSIEN STItllMES OlIT 


by Kevin Bundy, EPIC 

OnJanuary28, Barry Clausen, long-time wise use frontman, 
dangerous liar and FBI informant, walked into the office of 
the Environmental Protection Information Center (EPIC) in 
Garberville, California, demanding to see our tax records. 

Those who belong to 501(c)(3) tax-deductible nonprofit 
organizations may want to review your rights and responsi- 
bilities under the tax laws with respect to disclosing such 
information. Apparently, organizations can petition the 
Secretary of the Treasury for an exemption to the require- 
ment if the request is "part of a harassment campaign and 
not in the public interest." 

Clausen runs an organization known as North American 
Research and recently moved to Eureka, California (whoopee) . 
Last year he testified at the high-profile congressional 
hearings on "eco-terrorism, "he fabricated a link between EF! 
and the Unabomber a couple of years ago and is partners with 
wise use mastermind Ron Arnold, whose stated goal is to 
destroy the environmental movement. 

Most recently, after being caught in the act of agitating 
California vineyard owners, wannabe-secret-agent-man 
Clausen was the subject of a rather unflattering profile 


published in the Wall Street Journal on March 2. Clausen had 
accused EF! of issuing a "terrorist threat" towards the 
vintners, but Santa Barbara County au- 
thorities began focusing the investiga- 
tion on him once the "threat" was 
revealed to be a single line Clausen 
had taken out of context from Santa 
Barbara EF!'s blank wall ( EF!J February- 
March 1999). 

For more information on 
Clausen and related threats to 
all our work and safety, contact 
the Clearinghouse on Environ- 
mental Advocacy and Research, 
www.ewg.org/pub/home/ 
clear.html. 

Be on the watch for a 5 '9" or 
so, heavyset, mildly balding guy 
with glasses, medium-length 
gray /brown hair and a short 
beard, who will be carrying a 
letter citing all kinds of IRS codes 

and asking to see your papers. Mr. Clausen, bored flim-flam man 
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by Tennis Lilly, Den Rock Coalition 

Although we have become accustomed to large- 
scale battles over magnificent natural wonders like 
the Headwaters forest, one of the frontline environ- 
mental struggles in the coming century will be in the 
parks and undeveloped lots of our cities and suburbs. 

In the Merrimack Valley region of Massachusetts, 
cities and towns are struggling to come to terms 
with rampant growth. Pressure from developers to 
rezone "unbuildable" lots and allow development 
of open space is increasing. 

In the city of Lawrence (the most densely populated 
city in Massachusetts), 96 percent of the land has been 
developed. Most of its citizens live at or below the 
poverty level. The city's once bustling downtown is a 
half deserted street lined with boarded buildings and 
empty lots. While the inner city decays and entire 
streets are deserted and burnt out, the most aggres- 
sively pursued development project would not pro- 
duce a single job, would not generate any economic 
activity for the city and would occupy the final unde- 
veloped, privately owned piece of land in Lawrence. 

The "Jefferson at Den Rock" would be a 240-unit 
luxury apartment complex on over nine acres of 
what is now forest and wetlands. This land abuts 
Den Rock Park, the only non-urban habitat in 
Lawrence. The park is 81.5 acres of urban wilder- 
ness, accounting for over 50 percent of Lawrence's 
open space. Adding up the undeveloped land around 
the park, the entire Den Rock habitat encompasses 
nearly 200 acres of mature and transitional forest 
sporting both conifers and hardwoods, wetlands, 
meadows, scrub, vernal pools and the Shawsheen 
River, as well as another perennial and four seasonal 
streams. It is also home to coyotes, fox, mink, deer, 
beaver, hawks and over 20 species of birds, some not 
found anywhere else in the city. There are over four 


tying the developer, JPI's, state wetland permit up 
in appeal. The permit was issued after some minor 
changes to the design, and talks aimed at convinc- 
ing JPI to sell the property to the city of Lawrence 
for conservation purposes began. JPI set it's price: 
$15 million. An appeal went out to Senator John 
| Kerry, Representative Marty Meehan and several 
•I members of the state legislature for funds to ac- 
s 1 quire the Jefferson. But our hopes were dashed 
* after JPI stated rather coldly that it did not believe 
-I that securing funds from the Land and Water 


Rock Coalition, the Merrimack 
and Mass Earth First! are 
a direct action campaign against 
at Den Rock. Should all ef- 
protesters will be waiting for the 
and bulldozers. 


* Den Rock is the last hope, the only refuge in an urban wasteland. " 

miles of hiking trails, most laid by the Works Project 
Administration in the '30s, and the most spectacu- 
lar granite formation in the Merrimack Valley. The 
Den Rock with its crevasses and cliff attracts climb- 
ers from the Boston area and New Hampshire. 

The park is the most diverse and rich habitat in the 
Merrimack Valley. It also is at the heart of the busiest 
area in a region exploding with development. 
Lawrence has the highest rate of respiratory illness 
and lead poisoning in the state, with dioxin con- 
tamination, brownfields and the highly contami- 
nated Spicket River. Den Rock is the last hope, the 
only refuge in an urban wasteland. 

Efforts to thwart the Jefferson reached a climax in 
the last 18 months with the Den Rock Coalition 


Conservation Fund would be "a top priority" and 
that the $ 1 5 million was not negotiable. JPI moved 
forward, clearing the site of trees and brush, and 
violating state permits. The coalition has since 
filed suit. 

If JPI does eventually build, it will be after four 
years, nearly three and a half million dollars and 
many arrests. Keeping a pledge made years ago 
when the fight to protect Den Rock first started, 
members of the Den Rock Coalition, the Merrimack 
Valley Greens and Mass Earth First! are planning a 
direct action campaign against the Jefferson at Den 
Rock. Should all efforts fail, protesters will be wait- 
ing for the chainsaws and bulldozers. 

For more info contact Tennis Lilly, Den Rock 
Coalition, 40 Spruce Street, Lawrence, MA 01841; 
(978) 688-3569; Tennis.Lilly@leasecomm.com. 


d Den Rock 

Valley Wildlife 


Park Service to Cut 1\ 

Grand Canyon 

by Roxane George 

Grand Canyon National Park is a place of awe-inspiring beauty and undeni- 
able uniqueness. While this crown jewel of the national park system suffers 
ever-increasing impacts from tourism and development, its status protects it 
from mechanized industrial operations like logging, or it should. 

But there's this story going around: 

Once upon a time, before European-Americans came, Southwest forests were 
real different, with open grassy areas and lots of big old trees in widely spaced 
clumps. Frequent fires maintained the grasses and understory vegetation while 
keeping too many trees from growing. These fires were always gentle and hardly 
ever killed any old-growth trees or caused any trouble. Then cows ate the 
grasses, logging killed the old growth and Euro-humans put out the friendly 
fires. Now the forests are in trouble; there are way too many trees, and the fires 
are never gentle anymore. Luckily the folks making decisions about land 
management nowadays are much more responsible and enlightened and they 
know just how to fix it. 

It's not a bad story; some of it is even true. Certainly, forest conditions have 
been altered by grazing, logging and fire suppression. However, just like stories 
about insects, disease, dwarf mistletoe, and dead and dying trees just left to rot, this 
story contains oversimplifications that are easily exploited by policy makers and 
land managers to justify scientifically unsupportable logging activities. 

In Arizona, forestry professor Wally Covington and the Grand Canyon Forest 
Partnership are using a single controversial model of "presettlement conditions" 
and the threat of "catastrophic fire" to justify drastic logging prescriptions. 
Covington favors the use of "full restoration treatments" to create "pre-settle- 
ment conditions" in ponderosa pine forests. These treatments are worrisome. 

First, full restoration assumes that Covington's pre-settlement model is 
correct. The treatment goal is to return Southwestern forests to theorized 
"snapshot in time" conditions almost overnight. This model ignores the fact 
that huge old-growth ponderosas, a major component of pre-settlement 
forests, are now mostly absent. It also fails to adequately account for smaller 
pre-settlement trees. The full restoration treatment represents the radical 
extreme, moving far beyond thinning dense stands of dog-hair thickets or 
prescribed burning, and will result in the removal of 80-90 percent of the 
trees now standing. 

Some have called this "catastrophic restoration," with good reason, especially 
since there is no substantial evidence that these treatments can restore ecosys- 
tem integrity. Restoration logging is an embryonic science. The eldest similar 
experiment conducted by Covington in the region has had only one growing 
season since its completion. In addition to a lack of supporting evidence and 
important questions about methodology, this sudden intense interest in 
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restoration appears 
suspect in light of a 
lack of earnest pro- 
posals to eliminate 
livestock grazing, 
logging and fire sup- 
pression activities 
from public lands. 

Forest advocates 
were alarmed over 
similar restoration 
proposals for 
100,000 acres in 
Arizona's Coconino 
National Forest. 

Alarm escalated seri- 
ously when a draft 
environmental assessment (DEA) was issued in January for similar experi- 
ments on two 80-acre blocks on the north and south rims of the Grand 
Canyon. Full restoration and other treatments are proposed for areas within 
the Grand Canyon National Park boundaries and in areas that the Park 
Service has recommended for wilderness designation. 

The Park Service's statements about the project are rife with contradictions. 
The DEA states that the park has not experienced any recent grazing, logging 
or intense fire suppression. Therefore, the research being conducted elsewhere 
is not applicable. However, the Park Service plans to use the same approach. 
Park officials admit that experimenting on 160 acres will not reduce fire 
potential and claim to have no plans to implement these treatments on a larger 
scale. Yet they avow a responsibility to do the research inside the park, ignoring 
the appalling precedent this action sets. 

Although conclusive results will not be available for at least 10 years, they 
expect to develop a park forest management plan based on these experiments 
within three to five years. No road upgrades are "anticipated," yet 10 to 15 trips 
by log trucks will be required on a road that barely allows a sports utility vehicle 
to turn around. Previously, prescribed burning in park forests without prior 
thinning has resulted in one percent old-growth mortality; Covington's experi- 
ments have produced up to 30 percent or higher old-growth mortality. 
Suggestions that experimenting in the Kaibab National Forest bordering the 
park would be more appropriate have been brushed aside. Apparently, the Park 
Service does not agree that national park status and wilderness eligibility should 
protect Grand Canyon National Park from logging; they need reminding. 
Public comments on the DEA are due March 25, 1999. 

Comments can be sent to Grand Canyon National Park, Attention: 
Wildlife Biologist, POB 129, Grand Canyon, AZ 86023. For more informa- 
tion, contact the Flagstaff Activist Network at 2115 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, 
AZ 86004; (520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu. 




Midwest Wallops 
Home Depot 

2 Grand Openings, 2 Banners, 3 Lockdowns, 12 firrests 
and Many Pairs of Blunted Bolt Cutters in 7 Days! 


BY SPINEY 

Activists from Big Woods and 
Midwest Headwaters EF! teamed up 
this month to hit two new Home 
Depot stores on their opening days in 
St. Cloud, Minnesota, and Janesville, 
Wisconsin. Daring EFlers hung 
banners, locked down to lumber, led 
incriminating store tours, staged giant 
puppet plays, and distributed 
hundreds of flyers and postcards to 
shoppers, contractors and Home Depot 
employees before being arrested or 
escorted off the property. 

Home Depot, currently the world's 
largest home improvement retailer, is 
also the largest retailer of old-growth 
and rainforest products, single- 
handedly controlling 30 percent of 
the home improvement market. With 
over 700 stores now open and an 
additional 600 planned before 2001, 
Home Depot's empire reaches across 
the US and Canada into Chile and 
Brazil. The company also claims to be 
environmentally friendly, loudly 
talking up its support for America 
Recycles Day and other highly public 
green causes. Unfortunately, when it 
comes to its own products, the talk is 
just that — talk. Since 1992, Home 
Depot has promised at least three times 
to "phase out products that cannot be 
proven to be forested on a sustainable 
basis." Seven years later, anyone with 
any knowledge of lumber can find 
old-growth Western red cedar shingles, 
redwood decking, endangered 
Northern white pine, ramin tool 
handles and dowels, luaun paneling 
from tropical rainforest trees and other 
easily identifiable old-growth and 
rainforest products in its stores. 

The Rainforest Action Network has 
been organizing an international 
campaign to hold Home Depot 
accountable for its products. A wide 
variety of supporters, from EF! to 
Working Assets credit cards to pop stars 
REM have j oined in, and the campaign's 
first international day of action on 
October 14 saw demonstrations at 75 
outlets (see EF! /, December, 98). As 
Home Depot has shown no signs since 
then of abiding by its original promises, 
we figured it was still open season on 
grand openings. 

Shoppers arriving at the St. Cloud 
Home Depot just after ten o'clock on 
February 4 were probably not surprised 
to see a seven-and-a-half-foot Homer 
the Home Depot mascot standing on 
the sidewalk talking to a construction 
worker, though his lecture on 
environmental responsibility must 
have seemed odd. Within minutes the 
jig was up, and activists from the 
Minnehaha Free State flooded the front 
sidewalk, handing out flyers and 
talking to people about the store's 
dismal record. When employees came 
out to watch, a commotion broke out 
inside. Activists volunteered their 
services to customers as in-store tour 
guides, leading contractors and the 
public from section to section, 
pointing out which products 
contained illegally harvested or 


rainforest materials. These tours 
continued even as the guides were 
forced out the door. 

Meanwhile, as police were finally 
rounding up the last of the puppeteers 


in the parking lot, yet another affinity 
group appeared on the store's roof. To 
the disbelief and consternation of the 
general manager, they unrolled a 
message from Rainforest Action 
Network: "Home Depot — Stop Selling 
Old Growth Wood," and chanted, 
"Hey hey! Ho ho! Fuck the Home 
Depot!" until they too were arrested. 
Finally, as a capstone to the whole 
chaotic morning, one Free Stater 
climbed up a lumber rack and locked 
himself by the neck to the cross- 
bracing, refusing to leave until Home 
Depot agreed to abide by its own 
promises. Despite the large selection 
of tools available, police and staffers 
were unable to break the lock and 


ended up cutting their own shelving 
in order to take him to jail. 

On February 11, a new Home Depot 
opened in Janesville, Wisconsin. Homer 
couldn't make it, but 16 EF! and animal 
rights activists did. This time the action 
was initiated by a picket line of sign- 
carrying and flyer-distributing students 
on the sidewalk outside. Inside the 
store, two women with motorcycle locks 
climbed up on the lumber racks and 
locked down. We were all amused when 
two DeWalt Tools sales representatives, 
on hand for the grand opening, asked 
police who were trying to cut out the 
lockdowns if they could use this 
opportunity to 
demo their new 
cordless sawzall. 

After the first 
round of bolt- 
cutters completely 
failed, police took 
a break to deal 
with two more 
women who had 
appeared on the 
roof with a banner 
f more than four 
| times the size of 
' the one in St. 
Cloud, this one 
reading "Promises 
Broken — Rainforest Destroyed — 
Boycott Home Depot." Although 
polite and careful, the police seemed 
a little confused. A hook-and-ladder 
truck had already arrived by the time 
a clear-thinking employee pointed 
out that the staircase might be a better 
way to access the roof. One officer 
accidentally injured his hand 
attempting to cut a cobra lock with a 
borrowed jackknife and another was 
heard speculating that the banner team 
might have deployed from a helicopter. 

All in all, eight EFlers — the action 
team, three support people and the 
media coordinator — were arrested and 
charged with trespassing and 
disorderly conduct. The banner 


remained visible for 25 minutes, and 
the picket line continued for several 
hours. Although only a few media 
sources were on hand during the direct 
action, the Associated Press picked up 
the story, distributing it nationwide. 

Since the Rainforest Action Network 
initiated the latest round of actions 
against Home Depot, over 87 stores 
have been targeted. Another national 
day of action demanding Home Depot 
to "go green" will take place this St. 
Patrick's Day, March 17. For more 
information contact RAN, 221 Pine St., 
SF, CA 94104; 1-800-989-RAIN; 
www.ran.org. More information on the 
Home Depot campaign is available at 
www.homedepotsucks.com. Contact 
Home Depot's national headquarters 
at 2455 Paces Ferry Rd., Atlanta, GA 
30339; 1-800-553-3199. 

Activism is fun and unpaid, 
demands dedication, practice and 
skill, builds character and inspires 
people. Like amateur competitive 
sports, there is much to be gained 
when activists come together to 
demonstrate to each other and to the 
world the abilities they have nurtured 
in themselves and in others. This can 
also be a time to collectively kick ass. 
In light of these facts, we declare the 
Home Depot NOlympics! We expect 
groups to take part in this good- 
natured competition from St. Patrick's 
Day until the Round River Rendezvous 
(RRR) by staging nonviolent direct 
actions against Home Depot's broken 
promises and abysmal environmental 
record in general. Adopt-a-Depot in 
your home town! Based on photo, 
video and written documentation we 
will award suitably goofy prizes (y'all 
ain't mercenaries, you know that) at 
the RRR. Good luck! If you can't make 
the RRR, mail your evidence to HD 
NOlympics! c/o Big Woods EF!, POB 
580936; Mpls, MN 55458-0936; (612) 
362-3387; earthfirst@juno.com. Sorry, 
we can't provide legal support, and 
yes, we are soliciting prize donations. 


Big M OUNTAIN EVI 


Update 


by Goat Boy 

In the high desert of northeastern 
Arizona, the Dineh struggle against 
forced relocation has endured a very 
hard 24th year. 1998 saw the owner- 
ship of Peabody Coal Company trans- 
ferred to Lehman Brothers Merchant 
Banking in St. Louis. The United Na- 
tions Working Group of Indigenous 
Human Rights made two trips to the 
area to investigate abuses by the US 
government. As the traditional Dineh 


sites. It appears that 
plans to greatly expand 
mining on Black Mesa 
are underway. 

There are only five 
home sites left that 
have not agreed to this 
lease. The notices de- 
livered in November 
gave people 30 days to 
sign the lease or to relocate. No one 
chose to do so. They are now awaiting 



90-day notices announcing the final 
(or Navajo) enter what may be the stage of the US government's ethnic 
final year of their long struggle against cleansing in Arizona. After the 90 days 
the genocidal policies of the US gov- pass, the US Department of Justice, the 
emment, the few remaining families . Hopi Tribal Council, the state of Ari- 
are struggling desperately to hold on. zona and the US Department of Inte- 


In November 1998, 13 individuals 
were served papers that began the final 
process of evicting them from their 
traditional lands. These people are the 
only remaining residents of the Hopi 


rior will seek orders allowing the physi- 
cal relocation of the resistors to the 
radioactively contaminated "New 
Lands." But the five remaining families 
will not leave. They will not give in to the 


heard in October of this year. The 
Dineh resistors are requesting travel 
funds to testify in San Francisco, 
California. This spring and summer 
the residents face lives lock impound- 
ments. Many families have already 
greatly reduced the size of their herds 
for fear of losing their livestock with- 



Partition Land who did not sign and government's unjust laws. They are 
are not covered by the 75-year lease urging the outside world to put the 
agreement that was forced on all the pressure on to halt this process and 
resisting families in 1997. The lease leave them alone to practice the way of 
gives families three-acre plots with no life given them by their Creator, 
burial rights and noability to pass the The final deadline for relocation is 
land onto future generations. It also February 1, 2000. US Marshals will be 


requires extensive permits for day-to- 
day activities such as gathering fire- 
wood and cutting boughs for cer- 
emony. The lease offers no protection 


attempting to forcibly remove resistors 
by that date. The 1st Amendment law- 
suit, Manybeads vs. The United States 
Government, which has been pending 


against mining in the area of the home for more than a decade, will finally be 


to be prepared with video equipment 
to document the violations of their 
human rights. Support groups around 
the world continue to lobby politi- 
cians and bring major media atten- 
tion to the struggle. For information 
on the land support efforts, please 
contact Black Mesa Indigenous Sup- 
port, POB 23501, Flagstaff, AZ 86002; 
(520) 773-8086. To support the resis- 
tors' organization Diyin Bik’engo 
Oodlanigii in its legal battle, please 
contact Media Island International, 
POB 7204, Olympia, W A 98507; (360) 
352-8526; Mii@olywa.net. 

j 



"Hey, how'd you get up there? Come down right now!" 
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Alliance Stymies Wisconsin Mining 

posing to dump its liquid mine wastes. This tour In one of its TV ads, Exxon presented a local Milwau- 
reached 22 communities and 1,100 people, and kee steelworkers union president who backed mining, 
culminated with a rally of 1,000 in Rhinelander. Many Wisconsin plants manufacture mining equip- 
Many local citizens heard from Native Americans for ment, but Rio Algom's uranium mines in Ontario had 
the first time in their lives. A 1997 tour covered other killed dozens of steelworkers in the '70s, leading 
parts of the state and increased support for a mining Wisconsin union members to form the Committee of 
moratorium bill that eventually passed. Labor Against Sulfide Pollution , which exposed the 

How did such a small grassroots movement using companies' health and safety track records. Over a 
old-fashioned education and organizing manage to dozen union locals and labor councils (manyofwhose 

slow down the corporate Goliath? Part of the an- members enjoy fishing in the north) passed resolu- 
swer lies in Wisconsin's history of environmental tions supporting the mining moratorium, 
ethics. As the home of John Muir, Aldo Leopold and The companies' public relations experts were very 

the Menominee Chief Oshkosh, the state has a long experienced, but their tactics simply did not work 
tradition of populist and progressive politics, with a against such a broad-based, grassroots movement, 

healthy dose of mistrust of corporations and their Try as they might, the corporations and their sup- 
collaborators in state government thrown in. And porters could not divide the people of Wisconsin by 
part of the answer lies in the determination of race, by region or by class. 

Wisconsin Native American nations to safeguard Now, international mining journals express worry 
Resource extraction corporations have become their off-reservation treaty rights and on-reserva- about the contagious spread of anti-mining sentiment 
adept at confronting stereotypical versions of en- tion sovereign rights. As a result, the companies from Wisconsin through the Internet and place Wis- 
vironmental groups made up largely of white, found they could not successfully use the same consin together with Canada, Australia and Papua 
urban, upper/middle class young people who pro- divide-and-conquer tactics that had worked so well New Guinea as the main global battlegrounds for the 
test harmful projects that are backed by rural com- elsewhere in the country. industry's future. As the industry journal North Ameri- 

munities for the jobs. The companies and their First the companies tried to split northerners by can Minin^bemoaned in August '98, "The increasingly 

wise use front groups are usually able to portray race. Some of the mining companies may have felt sophisticated political maneuvering by environmen- 
such groups as comfortable hippies and yuppies that, because of treaty rights conflicts, white tal special interest groups has made permitting a mine 
who don't care about rural people. But what the sportfishing groups would not join hands with the in Wisconsin an impossibility." 
mining companies had to face in northern Wis- Chippewa or Menominee. Yet the groups slowly Many different Wisconsin groups, in addition to 
consin was an environmental movement that was realized that if sulfide mines were allowed to open, the WWEP, work in legal, technical, political and 
interracial, rural-based, middle-class, working-class there might not be fish in some waterways to argue spiritual areas not only to stop the Crandon mine, 
and inter-generational, one that did not just ad- about. Governor Thompson also threatened to close but a larger metallic sulfide mining district. The 
dress the environmental aspects of mining, but the the casinos if the tribes did not back off their companies are not only worried about the spread of 
economic and cultural impacts as well. environmental regulations. Not only did these tac- mining moratoriums to other states and countries, 

The Wisconsin movement against metallic sul- tics not work, but many non-Indian communities but the spread of the concept of a different kind of 
fide mining began in 1975 when Exxon discovered dependent on the casinos backed the tribes, and environmental movement — one that is not as easily 
the large Crandon zinc-copper sulfide deposit in Nashville township voters next to the Crandon site divided and conquered. The Wisconsin anti-min- 
Forest County, one mile upstream from the Mole elected a Mole Lake Chippewa to their board. ing movement can provide a model not only to 

Lake Chippewa Reservation and five miles down- Next, the companies tried to split rural and urban environmental alliances, but to grassroots educa- 
wind from the Potawatomi Reservation. Sulfide communities by portraying anti-mining forces in tion and organizing campaigns that operate with- 
mining has a notorious history of leaching heavy their ads as "well-funded" and from the big city — out large staffs and funding proposals — imagina- 
metals and threatening groundwater, and a local Madison. Yet the mining moratorium concept had tion and community support can outfox the world's 
movement slowly grew against the mine proposal, emerged from rural groups, and rural legislators largest multinational corporations. 

The Midwest Treaty Network (MTN) was founded quickly learned that their constituents strongly For information contact the Wolf Watershed 
in 1989 as an alliance of Indian and non-Indian supported it. Hundreds of signs sprouted up on Educational Project, c/o Midwest Treaty Network, 
groups who wanted to support Native American northern roads, and the theme of regional pride was 731 State St. Madison, WI 53703; (800) 445-8615, 
sovereignty and build bridges between Native na- claimed by anti-mining groups before the wise use (608) 246-2256; mtn@igc.apc.org; 

tions and grassroots environmental groups. In 1996, groups could get their hands on it. Several town www.alphacdc.com/treaty/content.html. See the 
MTN's Wolf Watershed Educational Project (WWEP) boards were voted out after they made deals with books New Resource Wars by A1 Gedicks, and Walleye 
sponsored a speaking tour that went up the Wolf mining companies. Warriors by Walt Bresette and Rick Whaley, 

and Wisconsin rivers, where Exxon was then pro- The companies also tried to split people by class. — Midwest Treaty Network 

added products," by cutting down on its 
raw log exports while providing more 
processing jobs at home. Another major 
understanding is that no logging will 
take place in the intact valleys of 
Clayoquot Sound. Sergio Paone of FoCS 
says that of the 170 watersheds greater 
than 10,000 acres on Vancouver Island, 
only 1 1 have never been scarred by roads 
and clearcuts. Of the 11, six are in 
Clayoquot Sound. Only two of the six are 
protected under Canadian law. The deal 
says the company will stay out of the four 
unprotected, untouched watersheds. It 
doesn't say ancient forests won't be cut, 
but the company has agreed to "phase 
out" old-growth logging. 

The environmental community of Brit- 

„, Laicu .... ... „ ish Columbia is torn over the agreement. 

Vancouver Island. From the Sierra Club to Earth The Sierra Club and the National Re- 

First! and from Greenpeace to the Forest Action Network, a mass mobilization to source Defense Council have signed on. The Forest Action Network and 
halt the chainsaws ensued. After a highly publicized civil disobedience campaign Friends of Clayoquot Sound haven't. FoCS' stand allows no old-growth 
and the hundreds of ensuing arrests during Clayoquot Summer in '93, attention cutting. "It's too late and there is too little left to argue about logging old 
shied away from the threatened rainforest. growth," Paone says. The group has not taken a side on the issue but has 

Just recently, Greenpeace Canada has been in the Clayoquot Sound spotlight agreed to wait and watch, 
again. The group has agreed to support "sustainable" logging in Clayoquot by Nearly 15 years ago, 23,000 spikes were allegedly pounded into thick old- 
MacBlo, whose largest stockholder is the government of British Columbia, growth spruce and fir on Meares Island in Clayoquot Sound; in 1991 and 
Greenpeace claims it has reached a happy medium with local First Nations and 1993 bridges leading into untouched swaths of temperate forest were 
the timber-hungry firm and that it has taken environmental and social consid- torched; hundreds of civil disobedience arrests followed throughout the 
erations into account. Iisaak Forest Industry, a joint partnership between MacBlo early '90s. Today Greenpeace Canada is working to help MacBlo sell Clayoquot 
and the Nuu-chah-nulth, has been established to log in the sound. The Nuu- Sound old growth. "We will aid with the marketing," said Catherine Stewart, 
chah-nulth First Nation is made up of 13 tribes indigenous to the area. Greenpeace forest campaigner in a recent Vancouver Sun article. "We will use 

MacBlo has stipulated to certain terms required by Greenpeace under a our offices around the world and our publications to get the word out." 
memorandum of understanding. According to Tamara Stark of Vancouver- Times are a changin' in Clayoquot Sound, and lots of ancient forest activists' 
based Greenpeace Canada, MacBlo has agreed to focus on creating "value eyes will be following this one closely. 


MacMhuan Bioedel and Greenpeace 

by Josh Laughlin 

For ancient forests activists, Clayoquot Sound 
rings loud bells. Mass protests throughout the 
'80s and '90s in this large tract of temperate 
rainforest resulted in burned bridges, spiked 
trees and reclaimed roads. In response to the 
need for long-term forest planning and the 
rampant trashing of this coastal ecosystem by 
timber giants MacMillan Bloedel (MacBlo) and 
International Forest Products, Friends of 
Clayoquot Sound (FoCS) formed in 1979. Soon 
enough, most wings of the environmental move- 
ment were behind the defense of Clayoquot 

QmmH IrtratoH r»n tVwa wpet rnact r^f 
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Alabama- 

by Tree Frog Hoolighan 

According to the Nature 
Conservancy's conservative analysis, 
"Almost 50 percent of all documented 
US extinctions since European settle- 
ment have occurred during this cen- 
tury in the Mobile River Basin. Ala- 
bama, through which this vast river 
system courses, has the unfortunate 
distinction of being the most extinc- 
tion-prone state in the continental 
United States." The US Fish and Wild- 
life Service, not one to leap to 
biocentric conclusions, said that Ala- 
bama is experiencing the greatest mass 
extinction of species since the last Ice 
Age (in North America). 

Too add insult to injury, captains of 
industry gravitate towards the area for 
its cheap labor, cheap land, lax govern- 
mental regulation and high growth 
potential. After decades of backwards 
thinking, incestuous political muta- 
tions and arguably the nation's 
wimpiest environmental groups, 
Alabama's profoundly rich and varied 
biological diversity is simply going 
under. Take a quick look at the US EF! 
directory. See a listing for Alabama? 

Old time reform-conservation prin- 
ciples rule in the Land of Cotton. 
Since the late 1960s, Alabama envi- 
ronmentalists have tended to be older, 
white, middle class, well-meaning do- 
gooders with a penchant for the cute 
and cuddly aspects of Mother Nature. 
Big on recycling; nowhere to be seen 
in defense of biodiversity. Maybe it's 
hard to get up and rant about snails 
and mussels on Earth Day (which is 
held in local malls on occasion, just in 
case of rain). Maybe it's hard to look 


Ecological Resistance, Not Oligarchy 


those funders in the eye whl 
for another corporate dollar 
corporate funders tend to esche 
groups that bite the ha 
and that's what it has o 
here in the Heart of Dixie: 
wild on your own dime 
porate cash rules. In tl^e end, 
bums while the weeni 
Meanwhile, Alabama 
set the pace for the rest o 
total disregard for 
the neo-anthropocentric g| 
growth and progress. Every 
national ecological signific 
nified in Alabama. You n 
ronmental justice, yrban spravy| 
mills, dams, species extinctions, di- 
oxin, clear cu^tiijigi National Fd 
building, "private property 
claims, bulldozing of wetlands, < 
zone destruction, lack of wil 
it's all hale in 
Just do 
ways 
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body, anywhere. But in the 
isolated pockets of eco-defense arei£iS 
going to make it. Without a giar 
infusion of support, a handful of Earth 
cops will inevita 
mere memories of whSlggj 
Bartram described as one < 
most magnificent landscapes. ' 
Alabama needs immunization from 
an insidious infection by the corpo- 
rate-industrial oligarchy. But it won't 


come from the reformers. They've 
4 three decades at the wheel; a 
parac^gm is now required. Cur- 
st fights being waged in 
nvolve mega-mall inva- 
rts, factory hog farms: 
tends to lower property 
gighborhood against 
as growth and 
across the kudzu in- 
to any public eco- 
1 see moms and pops 
against some hei- 
it that's zeroed in 
i|y. But cities need 
ays. Run it out 
s up over there, 
haven't swallowed 
it.. While they'll 
utridmall out of the 
eir motives rarely 
live deeper ecological issues. It's 
fieighbors unite in 
g wild in Alabama, 
s their accountant thinks 

t we need is a dose of good 
Joned Earth First! The reform 
promising of the past has directly 
'titribujed to the demise of America's 
osystems. That's a hard fact to gulp, 
it seems doubly true as we blast 
wards the newmillennium. The blame 
our current plight must include the 
Mi -’of mainstream groups to take 
essive stands against every single 
appropriate development. Period, 
en you've compromised away the 
the wild, you can't honorably 
compromising. What's at stake 
ih Alabama is nothing less than a bio- 
logical meltdown. Symbols come cheap 
these days. But it seems reasonable to 


say that Alabama stands as the nation's 
most symbolic example of the death of 
the wild. Not that victory is a remote 
probability; but if we can win in Ala- 
bama, we can win anywhere! 

No greater opportunity for fast-track 
ecodefense training can be found than 
right here in the jungles of Alabama. 
Okay, maybe you've read Gary Snyder 
and have that reinhabitation ethic. 
Fine, don't leave your eco-chants for 
good, just get down here and orga- 
nize a few strong biocentric cells of 
earth defenders. You won't find le- 
gions of comrades . Tofu is not a house- 
hold word. Smog spewing pick-up 
trucks rule the road. Football is the 
state religion. Don't be surprised to 
see the judge hearing your civil dis- 
obedience case scowling at you from 
beneath his placard of the Ten Com- 
mandments. It will be a lonely battle, 
fought in desperation, against over- 
whelming odds. 

But in the end, you will remember 
Edward Abbey's lovely remark to Earth 
warriors everywhere, "We in America 
are being systematically robbed. 
Robbed of the most elementary de- 
cencies of life — clean air, sunlight, pure 
unmedicated water, grass and woods 
to play in, silence, solitude and space, 
even time, even death. Instead...?" 

For more information, consult any 
road atlas and drive south. Don't ex- 
pect to be greeted at the border by a 
welcoming committee of mainstream 
environmental groups. They'll be too 
busy fundraising to bother. 

Tree Frog Hoolighan is a native Ala- 
bamian and spends most days drinking 
beer or fighting the corporate take-over 
of his state. 



Hanging out with a tire on a rainy afternoon 
up to the barricade and demanded that we dis- 
mantle it, which we declined to do. A meeting 
with the chiefs to discuss our differing perspec- 
tives is still pending. 

The reasons for Interfor's no-show and even- 
tual pullout are unclear. Rumour has it that the 
company wants to leave the sound altogether. 
It has been losing money overall, especially in 
Clayoquot. Interfor's workers said it could not 
afford injunction costs, did not want media 
coverage of the event and that they had lost the 
good weather window for road building be- 
cause of the blockade. 

Winter rains have taken over where the block- 
ade left off, preventing Interfor from resuming 
work until spring, if indeed they do. The ancient 
forest in the heart of the Catface Range still 
stands. Let's keep it that way! 

For more information, contact Friends of 
Clayoquot Sound, POB 489, Tofino, BC, VOR 
2Z0, Canada; (250)725-4218; fax 725-2527; 
focs@web.net. 


Vancouver Isiand's Catface Mountain 


AmesT-Fnee Vigd S tops Logging 


by Maryjka Mychajlowyc 

On October 28, as darkness fell, protesters 
watched Interfor's road building machines retreat 
down Catface Mountain to be barged out of 
Vancouver Island's Clayoquot Sound in south- 
western Canada. Interfor is the government spon- 
sored logging company. Grinning from ear to ear 
with disbelief, three of us closed out the month- 
long blockade. 

The protest began on September 21 when Interfor 
resumed building two roads into the headwaters of 
the Pineetl Valley. At issue was the company's 
Catface logging plan, which does not remotely live 
up to the "world-class, ecosystem-first" forestry 
intended by the Clayoquot Sound scientific panel. 

The blockade was triggered by the proposed 
incursion of Road C1000 into the "no cutting" 
buffer specified for Pineetl Creek by the scien- 
tific panel. Despite more than a year of input by 
Friends of Clayoquot Sound (FoCS), the pro- 
posed road remained within the stream buffer, 
a symbol of the disregard for ecosystem integ- 
rity displayed by the Catface plan and the over- 
all failure to implement the scientific panel's 
recommendations in Clayoquot Sound. 

The first week of the protest consisted of day 
trips to demonstrate opposition without trying 
to stop road construction. Accessing the site 
required a half-hour boat ride from Tofino, then 
a six-kilometre hike along a logging road, the 
last stretch a steep climb rising 400 metres. We 
called the trek our “Catface spa workout," guar- 
anteed to increase fitness. 

When two trucks arrived on the morning of 
September 30, we were standing across the road. 
After they ascertained that we were not moving the 


workers left. Interfor in- 
formed us that its injunc- 
tion application to force us 
to move was ready to be 
filed in court so we were 
pleasantly surprised when 
days passed and nothing 
happened — no workers, no 
court injunction, no police. 

As it turned out, Interfor 
never filed an injunction, 
and the blockade tfecame 
an arrest-free vigil. 

A large abandoned tire 
became the nucleus of a 

rock barricade across the road. Our home-away- 
from-home was under a tarp erected beside the 
barrier, where we established our kitchen and 
living room around a smoky fire. Tree climbers 
hung an "Interfor Betrays Clayoquot" banner 
high above the road. 

Several dozen protectors came to Catface: teenag- 
ers and grandmothers, locals, out-of-towners and 
foreigners. All were amazed and indignant that the 
planning of patch clearcuts and steep roads in a 
remnant pocket of old growth was being passed off 
as "the best forestry in the world." 

To our regret, the Hereditary Chiefs and the Band 
Council of the Ahousaht First Nation, whose terri- 
tory includes Catface, opposed the protest. They 
issued two statements that the Ahousaht and all 
government agencies had approved the Catface 
logging and demanded that the protest cease. We 
replied that, while we respect First Nations' jurisdic- 
tion over their lands, we have the right to oppose 
their decisions, just as we have the right to oppose 
any government's decisions. A delegation also drove 
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for Kenya’s Forest 

The campaign to preserve the 
threatened Karura forest just outside 
of Kenya's capital of Nairobi esca- 
lated recently with the beginning of 
mass student actions (see EF!J De- 
cember-January and February-March 
1999). In mid-February University 
of Nairobi students and other dem- 
onstrators blocked a major street and 
clashed with riot police during con- 
secutive days of protests against plans 
to develop and subdivide the virgin 
forest, which is a vital green lung for 
Nairobi, a densely populated and 
congested city of more than three 
million. 

Students blocked a major street 
with stones and tree trunks, 
prompting police action to clear 
and reopen the road. When police 
charged, some 300 students pelted 
them with stones and other projec- 
tiles. Police fired tear gas and live 
ammunition and beat students 
with clubs. Dozens of protesters 
and police officers were injured. 

Three opposition legislators and 
an environmental activist recently 
pleaded not guilty to inciting vio- 
lence at the protests. Legislators 
James Orengo, David Mwenje and 
Njehu Gatabaki and Green Belt 
Movement activist John Makanga 
were released on $1,650 bail each 
at their arraignment. Orengo was 
one of several legislators who ad- 
dressed university students during 
their protest of the allocation of 
plots in the state-owned forest to 
private individuals and firms. 
Orengo reportedly told the students 
to continue the protest. 

The protest began when students 
marched to the forest to plant seed- 
lings. When police chased them 
away, they continued to downtown 
Nairobi, smashing car and shop 
windows along the way. The dem- 
onstrations spread to Kenyatta Uni- 
versity, 10 miles northeast of the 
capitol. Authorities have closed 
Nairobi University indefinitely. 

President Moi has noted that 
most of the Kenyan capitol was 
built by British colonialists on for- 
est land and said he does not see 
why people are protesting when 
the growing city needs more space 
for housing. Environmentalists 
have claimed that the president 
has shuffled around the Cabinet, 
booting out anyone remotely re- 
formist in response to the protests. 
They also say he has gone on record 
denouncing the opponents of the 
land grab as attempting to foment 
violence and tribal divisions. 

While documenting the upris- 
ing, many journalists have been 
attacked, kidnapped and badly in- 
jured for writing about the corrupt 
public forest grab. As for now, the 
standoff continues with the antici- 
pation of forest clearing and hous- 
ing construction to begin in March. 

Send support to Green Belt Move- 
ment, POB 67545, Nairobi, Kenya. 
Protests may be made to Kenyan 
President Daniel T. arap Moi, POB 
30510, Nairobi, Kenya and Mr. 
Lotodo, Ministry of Environment 
and Natural Resources, POB 30126, 
Nairobi, Kenya. 
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DYING FOR OIL IN NIGERIA 



Y0VR, 


A little public outreach at an Olympia, Washington, Shell station 


by Monica Wilson 

On February 17, 1999, hundreds of 
villagers marched through the Nigerian 
village of Opia to commemorate the 
January 4 slaughter, when Chevron he- 
licopters deployed soldiers who razed 
the village, burned houses, and raped 
and tortured residents. Four were con- 
firmed dead, and 67 remain missing. 
Unfurling a banner reading "Chev- 
ron killed for oil," the villagers 
echoed a cry for justice heard 
throughout the Niger Delta. 

For 40 years, residents of the 
delta have suffered under the pol- 
luting, negligent multinational 
oil corporations. Decades of pol- 
lution have left scars on the land; 
decades of repression and human 
rights violations have left scars 
on the population. Violence 
against residents of the delta sky- 
rocketed last January, as protests 
and demands for environmental 
justice spread in the region. 

The people of the Niger Delta 
have never been willing to qui- 
etly endure the inequalities of 
living in dire poverty, lacking 
basics such as clean water and 
education, while the oil under 
their feet provides 80 percent of 
the military government's in- 
come. The same government that 
hoards oil money and deprives 
people of basic services allows 
the land, air and water to be pol- 
luted by the oil industry. There is 
a strong history of civil disobedience 
and activism in the delta, which un- 
fortunately has been ignored by inter- 
national media for decades. 

In recent years, global outcry against 
environmental racism in Nigeria has 
targeted Shell Nigeria's pollution and 
cooperation with the violent military. 
As the crackdown on residents in- 
creases, other oil companies are being 
scrutinized for their own ties to the 
military and the attacks against non- 
violent protesters at oil facilities. Chev- 
ron helicopters have transported 
military forces at least twice to differ- 
ent protest sites. This February, three 


United States calling for a suspension 
of oil operations in Nigeria. 

Activists in Washington DC targeted 
Mobil to demand that it halt opera- 
tions in Nigeria until all oil companies 
negotiate with communities affected 
by the oil industry. After Shell, Mobil 
extracts the most crude from Nigeria. 

In San Francisco, a team hung two 
banners from flagpoles in front of 
Chevron's headquarters. 
This action intensified pub- 
lic scrutiny of Chevron, 
coming on the heels of a 
large demonstration in 
January. The activists ex- 
tracted a promise for a meet- 
ing from Chevron officials 
to discuss the company's 
role in the recent crack- 
downs and the use of its 
equipment by the military 
(see EF!J Sept.-Oct. 1998). 

Despite increased atten- 
tion to the environmental 
and human rights condi- 
tions in the Niger Delta, pol- 
lution and environmental 
racism continue. A Nigerian 
newspaper reported on Feb- 
ruary 2, that fresh spillage 
from two Shell locations in 
the Ijaw homeland had 
spread through waterways, 
affecting 29 communities 
and destroying fish popula- 
tions that some communi- 
ties are economically reliant 
on. At another Shell site, re- 
portedly closed by the company at the 
request of Ijaw activists, an explosion 
injured eight workers, all Nigerian. 

Chevron and Shell, through the Ni- 
gerian government and their own ac- 
tions, continue to oppress the Nigerian 
people and destroy the ecology of the 
delta. To get involved in the boycott 
Shell/Free Nigeria campaign contact 
Essential Action, POB 19405, Wash- 
ington DC 20036; (202) 387-8030; ac- 
tion@essential.org; www. essential, 
org/action/shell. 

Monica Wilson is campaign coordina- 
tor for Essential Action's Boycott Shell/ 
Free Nigeria campaign. 


protesters were killed by soldiers near 
a facility operated by Agip, an Italian 
oil corporation. Nineteen people were 
reported dead February 1 outside 
Shell's mlljor Forcados terminal. 

The issue of environmental justice in 
Nigeria became international in 1995 
with the military execution of nonvio- 
lent Ogoni rights leader Ken Saro-Wiwa 
and eight others, following a sham 


military trial. Now, a more unified de- 
mand for justice and dialogue with the 
oil companies, military and communi- 
ties is emerging,,}^ by members of the 
Ijaw, Nigeria's fourth largest ethnic 
group. Tragically, the unification of 
the communities has been answered 
with violence instead of dialogue from 
the oil companies and government. 
Their response includes flooding the 
Niger Delta with warships, tanks and 
hundreds of military troops. 

The Opia's protest against 
Chevron's cooperation in the attack 
on their village and nearby Ikiyan 
was followed by two actions in the 


Colombians Killed Fighting Dam 


In the northern Colombian province of Cordoba, the 
Embera Katio Indians fear a massacre because of their 
protests against the Urra hydroelectric darrypn the Sinu 
River. This dam will eventually flood thousands of acres of 
Embera Katio territory, destroying vital fishing areas and 
disrupting travel routes to market. One of their leaders has 
already been killed and their advisors, faced with harass- 
ment and death threats, have had to go into exile. 

The Embera Katio live in the Darien Gap region of Panama 
and in northern Colombia, much as they have for centuries, 
traveling across large areas to fish, hunt and gather. 

They have successfully forced the government to tempo- 
rarily halt construction of the Urra dam while it considers 
indigenous rights. But local landowners, who stand to gain 
financially from the dam, have brought in the paramilitary 
group, Cordoba and Uraba Self-Defense, which Survival Inter- 
national says has, "the tacit support of the provincial authori- 
ties and the army." 

On August 25, 1998, it executed one of the most impor- 
tant Embera leaders, 60-year-old Alonso Dominco Jarupia. 
Other members of his family narrowly escaped. The 
paramilitaries had with them a list of five other indigenous 
people they were going to kill. In addition, the staff of the 
Organization National Indigena De Columbia (ONIC), the 
Indian organization supporting the Embera, received death 
threats. After the attempted abduction of one of the three 
advisors to the ONIC, all three were forced to leave the 
country. In December and January, paramilitary forces 
killed another six indigenous people protesting the con- 


struction of the Urra dam. Ten others have been abducted, 
according to Amnesty International. 

The Embera Ratio's problems began in 1993 with the 
beginning of dam construction. The company organizing 
the hydroelectric project is the state-owned Urra SA, which 
has contracted with the Swedish company Skanska and the 
Russian firm Energomachiexport to build the dam. Al- 
though Urra SA had agreed to compensate the Embera, the 
company later reneged on the arrangement. 

On November 10, 1998, the Constitutional' Court made 
its final ruling in the Indians' favor, finding that the 
project can now only be completed with the Embera 
Ratio's consent. Paramilitaries have threatened to con- 
tinue their massacre should the dam not be completed and 
have entered the Embera Katio community of Kipardo in 
Columbia's Karagabi indigenous reserve, forcing families 
to leave their homes and warning that the region could no 
longer escape the counter-insurgency war. 

Please write President Andreas Pastrana Arango, Casa de 
Narino, Carrere 8 No. 7-26, Santefe de Bogota, DC, Colum- 
bia, South America and A. Ian Gillespie, President, Export 
Development Corporation, 151 O'Connor St., Ottawa, 
Canada, K1A1K3 and respectfully request that the Embera 
Katio people be guaranteed safety and that they be fairly 
compensated. For more information contact Abya Yala, 
Fund for Indigenous Self-Development in South and Meso 
America, 678 13th St. #100, Oakland, CA 94612; (510) 763- 
6553; fax 763-6588; http://ayf.nativeweb.org/ 
contents.htm. 



Oiiy Execi had Toxic Reiicj 


in the Caspian Sea 

by Rory Cox 

In January 1999, oil executives from 12 different 
international oil concerns celebrated the opening of a 
new trans-Caucasus pipeline by smearing oil on their 
faces. The pipeline, known as "Azeri Early Oil," runs 
from Baku, Azerbaijan, on the Caspian coast, to Supsa, 
Georgia, and carries only a modest amount of oil. It is 
a demonstration project for a larger pipeline, the route 
of which is currently in 
dispute but whose eco- 
nomic impact has been 
hailed as the "contract of 
the century" for the oil 
companies (which in- 
clude Amoco-BP, 

Pennzoil, Exxon and nine 
other companies that 
span the globe) . This con- 
sortium is known as the 
Azeri International Oper- 
ating Company. 

The Caspian Sea is 
about the size of Califor- 
nia, and on its shores lie 
the boundaries of Russia, 

Azerbaijan, Iran, 

Turkmenistan and 

Kazakhstan. The region 
is no stranger to outsid- 
ers who have coveted its 
oil and left behind an im- 
poverished and polluted 
wasteland. Oil extraction 
began in the region in 
1847 and, by the begin- 
ning of the 20th century, 
accounted for about 50 
percent of the world's oil 
production. The rem- 
nants of this era — thousands of rusted, abandoned 
oil derricks and pools of oil that have contaminated 
the soil — still dot the landscape around the shore of 
the Caspian. These derricks helped fuel fortunes such 
as those of John D. Rockefeller and Alfred Nobel. 

With the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the 
independence of the former Soviet republics, the 
Caspian seems to be up for grabs for the whole oil- 
consuming world once again. This new oil rush also 
makes it one of the hottest spots in the world 
geopolitically. Spanning the former Soviet Union 
and the Middle East, the Caspian and its oil are at 
the center of conflict between local ethnic groups 
and major international actors. 

By the time the Soviets took over the land in the 
1920s, the onshore oil reserves had virtually been 
emptied, but there was still plenty of oil underneath 
the Caspian to fuel the Soviets' industrial drive. 
They left their own relics, including the notorious 
Oily Rocks, a massive complex of rotting oil plat- 
forms that goes on for as far as the eye can see. The 
structures are now inoperative, turning orange with 
rust and falling into the sea. 

In the history of the Caspian, the environment 
has never been much of a concern. The oil barons at 
the turn of the century left behind a landscape 
pockmarked with their rusting oil infrastructure. 
The Soviets' rampant exploitation of the underwa- 
ter Caspian oil fields left much of the water pol- 
luted. In addition, the Volga River, the endpoint for 
much of Russia's industrial waste, empties into the 
Caspian, further polluting the inland sea. 

But there is plenty in the Caspian worth saving and 
restoring. It supports rich aquatic, avian and terrestrial 
biodiversity that will not survive increased oil pollu- 
tion. The Caspian contains over 120 species of fish, 
including 90 percent of the world's sturgeon, a major 
source of the famous black caviar. It is also home to the 
Caspian seal, which is listed by the World Conserva^ 
tion Union as a vulnerable species. The fisheries of the 
Caspian have already experienced serious decline. 

On the northern shore of the Caspian lies the 
Astrakhanski Zapovednik nature preserve, providing 
habitat to 33 mammal species, 289 plants species, 256 
bird species, 58 fish species and 1,249 insect species. 


Over 35 nesting pairs of the largest bird of prey in 
Europe, the increasingly rare white- tailed eagle, make 
their homes here. Each winter, the shallow eastern 
shore of the Caspian attracts some five to eight million 
birds belonging to 120 species. Overlooking environ- 
mental concerns in Caspian oil development puts this 
already strained biodiversity at serious risk. 

The pipeline the oily execs were celebrating was 
the first project in the Caspian to receive funding 
from taxpayer-supported international finance in- 
stitutions, including the European Bank for Recon- 


struction and Development, and the World Bank 
Group's International Finance Corporation. 

These institutions claim that the Azeri project poses 
only minimal environmental risk. However, a review 
of seven volumes of Environmental Impact Assess- 
ment volumes revealed that the ELAs pledge to use 
"best available technology not entailing excessive 
costs, " meaning that the project sponsors will provide 
only those protective measures they are willing to put 
into place. This represents no "standard" at all. For 
example, an underwater pipeline would discharge 
waste into an area where 
Caspian sturgeon spawn be- 
cause extending it, though 
safer, would be costlier. 

The Caspian region is one 
of poverty, and there are 
few signs that an influx of 
petro-dollars will result in 
a fairer distribution of 
wealth. An Azerbaijan 
government official claims 
the country will develop 
"like Norway, not Nigeria." 

From all media accounts, 
however, there are still 
plenty of people living in 
slums and shanty towns, 
while a much smaller per- 
centage of the newly rich 
live in opulent homes and 
apartments. This is a 
proven recipe for pipeline 
sabotage and continued ethnic strife. 

It is clear that many environmental considerations 
are being overlooked as companies and countries 
rush to claim the bounty of oil resources that they 
believe lie beneath the waters of the Caspian. These 
major deficiencies must be corrected if the region is 
to avoid environmental and social catastrophe. 

For more information contact Rory Cox at Pacific 
Environment and Resources Center (PERC), 1440 
Broadway St, Suite 306, Oakland, CA 94612; 
perc@igc.org. For a full report on Caspian Sea oil 
development, visit PERC's website at www.pacenv.org. 


Hidden Eco Village 

Discovered 

After Four Years 

There was nothing on any map so, when a pilot 
caught a glimpse of something mysterious con- 
cealed on a Welsh hillside, he decided to take a 
closer look. What he found that October day aston- 
ished him. Hidden in the middle of a national park 
was a secret village of half a dozen buildings clus- 
tered around a domelike structure erected on stilts. 
For four years the tiny community had entirely 
escaped the authorities' attention. But now the 22 
residents of the eco-village face the prospect of their 
outbuildings and workshops being bulldozed be- 
cause they were built without permission. 

The pilot surveying the Pembrokeshire National 
Park caught a glimpse of sunlight reflecting off a 
solar panel in the entirely self-sufficient village, 
which generates its own electricity, grows its own 
food, has solar heat and gets water from a local 
stream. When planning officials investigated they 
found buildings made from turf and wood behind a 
screen of trees and shrubs well off the beaten track. 

The villagers said they would fight the decision to 
demolish the community they spent years creating. 
"I don't feel they understand what we are trying to 
do. If we have lived here for years without being 
noticed, then what harm can we be doing? It's a very 
experimental project in its early stages, and I think 
we needed to show them what we are trying to 
achieve. We are aiming to address the problem of 
rural depopulation by taking care of the land and 
ensuring that people can live in a sustainable way," 
said Liz Terry. The villagers are appealing the ruling 
by the Pembrokeshire National Park authority, and 
the issue is likely to go before a public inquiry. The 
six buildings facing demolition include the dome, 
where the members of the community meet and 
work, a roundhouse with a turf roof, a wooden 
marquee, wood store and workshop. They were all 
constructed of timber from nearby woods. A small 
lake, which the commune members dug, will also be 
filled in. 

The 12 adults and 10 children in the commu- 
nity are mainly vegetarian and grow all their own 
vegetables. In addition to the solar panels set in 
the roofs of the buildings, the commune has a 
wind generator and a water turbine that uses the 
water of a small stream. It generates enough power 
for heating, lighting and even the community's 


one computer. Villagers draw water from the 
stream and use wood from a nearby copse to fuel 
their fires. 

The village, called Brithdir Mawr, was set up by 
architectural historian, Julian Orbach, and his wife, 
Emma, in the foothills of Mount Carningli, near 
Newport, Pembrokeshire, four years ago. They con- 
verted outbuildings into a hostel that is now used by 
backpackers. Members teach a range of courses in 
subjects such as straw bale building, dry stone 
walling, singing, music and voice training to raise 
money for the community. 
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A happy solar home in the hidden village — Brithdir Mawr 


photo by Tony Wrench 



let the Americans Eat CaHe! 


A Report from the British EF! Winter Meeting 


by John Bowling 

They're tunneling to China, building 
scaffold towers to the moon, sacking 
corporate headquarters and hurling 
computers out the windows of execu- 
tive suites. They unabashedly destroy 
property that is destroying the Earth, 
and they're tearing the road out from 
under car culture and reclaiming the 
streets. They're trashing genetically en- 
gineered test crops wherever they sprout 
up, and they're chasing the aristocracy 
all over the countryside sabbing hunts. 
Simply put, they're on a rampage and 
will not stop until they dismantle glo- 
bal capitalism in defense of the Earth. 

If you have traveled to Britain then 
you already know who I'm writing 
about. If not, all I can say is the attitude 
of sheer defiance in British activist circles 
is the sort our North American move- 
ment needs if we ever want to win (or at 
least play the game more effectively). I 
don't romanticize English activists. They 
share many of the same social dilem- 
mas and dysfunctions we do. They eat 
greasy, high-processed crap, drink like 
fish, smoke like stacks, exercise less 
than most of the bureaucrats they fight 
and incestuously fool around with each 
other. But they share an unbridled pas- 
sion for radical social change that is 
expressed with both witty and highly 
confrontational actions. 

Just one week prior to the North 
American Organizers Conference in 
Mexico, I was sitting in a Nottingham 
community center swapping stories and 
talkin' revolution with a colorful lot of 
activists gathered for their first 
island-wide conference, the 
Winter Moot. A group of 
people had organized all 
the logistical aspects of 
the conference (travel, 
food, accommodations, 
blah, blah, blah... ), just as we 
do here. However, instead of 
hastily knocking out the 
agenda the evening of the con- 
ference, they solicited ideas and 
discussion topics from people 
several months in advance. A 
packet of anonymous discus- 
sion papers was compiled and 
circulated weeks before the 
conference. Everything from 
elitism, sexism, racism and 
classism to revolution, reform, 
structure, structurelessness, tac- 
tics, a call to arms and the 
philosophies of communism, 
capitalism and anarchism was 
blended into a loose-knit, but 
focused, three-day power strat- 
egy session. 

The meeting began with a 
focused discussion on improv- 
ing communication and fac- 
ing conflicts within EF!. Small 
groups reported three points 
from their discussion to the 
large group for review. After 
dinner, people presented sto- 
ries of resistance struggles from 
around the world. There was a 
great eyewitness account of the 
revolution in Chiapas. Every- 
one else went to the pub to 
get pissed. 

The next day started bright 


and early at 9 a.m. with a major discus- 
sion of what we are trying to achieve, 
our visions and aims. Anarchism and 
its relevance to the movement, with an 
emphasis on the ideals of mutual aid, 
cooperation, autonomy and personal 
responsibility, was a deeply probed 
topic. Once we decided we were going 
to overthrow global capitalism we dis- 
cussed our visions of the free ecological 
society that we want to see evolve — 
although no one purported to have a 
blueprint for the dream. 

That afternoon the conversation 
moved into the realm of how we get 
there. National days of action were 
felt to be effective, not just in and of 
themselves, but linked strategically to 
campaigns. Skill-sharing was identi- 
fied as something that needs to be 
improved and included in all future 
gatherings. Establishing links with 
other movements was a popular idea, 
with emphasis on who to link with, 
how and when to do it and what to 
avoid. Using the mainstream media as 
a vehicle to "get there" was soundly 
denounced based on people's experi- 
ences with message and messenger 
manipulation. People want to see our 
own media created and utilized. After 
dinner there was time for open discus- 
sion, entertainment and hanging out. 

The last day opened with an intimate 
discussion in our small groups regard- 
ing how we work within our groups and 
communities and sustain ourselves with- 
out going crazy. A questionnaire stimu- 
lated discussion, asking: If you disap- 
peared tomorrow would the things you 


are involved in fall apart? Do others 
know what you do? Could they take on 
your role? Do you have a life outside 
activism? How big a part of your life is 
it? When did you last sleep with some- 
one outside activism? This exercise used 
humor to help people raise some of the 
harder-to-discuss issues that are all too 
often shied away from at gatherings. 
What's more, the questionnaire solic- 
ited everyone's participation and led to 
a hilarious and highly productive dis- 
cussion on ways to better sustain our- 
selves and support each other. 

That afternoon the conference closed 
with a "From Rants to Reality" discus- 
sion. Ways to strengthen the network 
were shared. A call was put out encour- 
aging activists to communicate more 
with the editors of the British newslet- 
ter, EF! Action Update (something the 
Earth First! Journal needs from both 
British and North American activists!). 
Practical ways to skill-share, build links 
with other activists and communities, 
and deal with personal conflict within 
the movement were addressed. 

If you lumped all the radical North 
American groups together and put them 
next to the British groups, we'd look 
pretty much the same. Our tactics are 
even similar. It was crazy experiencing 
the similarities of our subcultures within 
distant industrial societies and political 
contexts. But the differences really 
amazed me. Many activists don't iden- 
tify themselves as Earth Firstlers but as 
autonomous individuals. They disdain 
labels, even thougji they are heralded 
by the public as "ecowarriors" (seri- 


ously!). When one group does some- 
thing another group doesn't agree with, 
there is no affiliation and therefore no 
alienation. This doesn't happen much 
over there anyway because they enjoy a 
lot of public sympathy even when they 
fuck shit up. A national poll revealed 
that the majority of people in British 
society are more concerned with police 
surveillance (there's a police camera on 
every street!) than property destruction 
associated with protests. Here, main- 
stream Americans seem to worship prop- 
erty over any life. 

Another big difference is that Brit- 
ain doesn't have an organized wise 
use movement. They also don't have 
radical biodiversity groups and often 
do litigation themselves. We do. Most 
British cops don't carry guns and are 
generally more well behaved and less 
prone to use pain compliance holds, 
pepper spray, abject violence and other 
forms of brutality on activists than 
sadistic American cops. 

The biggest difference is that they 
don't have wilderness. With the ex- 
ception of a little in Wales and North- 
ern Scotland, it's gone. They fight 
tooth and nail for every little patch of 
trees and bounce cops around like 
dolls. They rage against open cast min- 
ing, road building, genetic engineer- 
ing and every other diabolical plot 
against nature without the inspira- 
tion of wild nature herself. Even 
though they have major advantages 
in Britain, such as unemployment 
checks from the government and le- 
gal standing to freely squat buildings, 
they don't have wilderness. We do, 
and we must fight for it with our lives 
if we are to save it. 
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“You should never put on your best trousers when you go out to fight for 

freedom and truth.” 



- Henrik Ibsen 


The Katuah bioregion rises out of Northern Georgia, extending up through South Carolina, Tennessee, North 
Carolina and into Virginia. It is the name given to the Blue Ridge Mountain region. This bioregion contains the 
highest mountain in Eastern North America: Mt. Mitchell. 

Katuah EF! isn’t like most Earth First! groups. We are not solely based in one town or even one state. KEF!-ers 
come from Tennessee, North Carolina and Georgia. Although we are all autonomous groups, we come together for 
campaign strategy, direct actions, and campouts on the solstices and equinoxes. Y’all are welcome to join us for these 
campouts — often there is an action afterwards. Our work is centered on three issues: fighting the proliferation of chip mills in 
the Southeast, preventing TVA from producing tritium and destroying habitat, and monitoring and challenging timber sales. 

In addition to environmental issues, we engage ourselves in social justice issues such as rallying against the KKK, joining 
forces with the local IWW to bring Ramona Africa to the South, supporting the Zapatista Movement, and fighting environmental 
racism practiced by corporations such as Shell. These are just some of the issues we^werk on.— Katuah EF! believes that all of these 
issues are connected. 


The Southern Appalachians are one of Earth’s 
oldest existing mountain chains and North America’s most 
biologically diverse temperate forest. The area from 
Northeast Alabama and North Georgia to Roanoke, Virginia 
was once inhabited by the Cherokee, who named it Katuah. 
This region that we call home contains some of the best- 
preserved enclaves of Appalachian culture and wilderness, 
both of which are under great stress (like most of the 
planet) from pollution, development, resource exploitation 
and profiteering attitudes. While Katuah has some of the 
most intact wilderness in the east, only 4% of the region 
is permanently protected from logging and development 
and 87% is privately owned, offering virtually no 
protection. 

The biodiversity of Katuah is incredible. There 
are over 130 species of trees (more than in all of Eu- 
rope!), 1 500 species of flowering plants, 40 species of 
salamanders, 70 species offish, 1800 species of fungi, 80 
species mammals. . the list goes on. Unfortunately, this 
wonderful ecosystem is in close proximity to the eastern 
megalopolis and is within a day’s drive of approximately 
50 million people. Because of its immediacy to large 
population centers, Katuah is exposed to the whole 
gambit of environmental pressures, from TVA nukes to 
deforestation and air pollution. All of these problems are 
serious threats and not likely to change without serious 
adjustments to the lifestyle and mentality of people 
worldwide (we at KEF! try to open a few eyes every day). 
The most pressing problems are air pollution, deforestation, 
and road building. 

Local people have felled trees in the Southern 
Appalachians since European settlement. They continued 
to log even after the timber barons denuded virtually every 
hillside in the 1 920’s. Big timber interests then moved to 
the Northwest, where they have since cut 95% of the 
ancient forests there. Local people in Katuah were able to 
continue making a living off logging sustainably enough 
to allow the forest to regenerate to a mature and healthy 
state today. As the timber industry has nearly completed 


KATUAH - OUR MOUNTAIN HOME 



its abuse of the Northwest, it has once again begun looking 
to the Southeast for timber sources. Willamette, Norboard, 
and Champion are just a few timber giants licking their lips 
at the prospect of our hardwood forests. In the 1990’s the 
Southeast became the nation’s biggest producer of lumber 
and the world’s biggest producer of wood pulp and chips. 
There are _ ~ w over 140 chip mills in the 

South- 



east, which devour over one 
million acres of forest annually. We’re losing a lot of forest 
but there is still much to protect, mainly the approximately 
two million acres of national forest in Katuah. According 
to tree specialist Rob Messick, there are at least 120,000 
acres of old growth forest in Pisgah and Nantahala National 
Forests alone. Tragically, only 6% of Pisgah and Nantahala 
N.F. (which are approximately 13% ofWestem NC) are 
permanently protected from logging. These remote 
habitats are crucial for black bear, the endangered eastern 


cougar and the Junaluska salamander. 

Unfortunately, the U. S. Fish and Wildlife dis- 
service does not acknowledge the existence of the eastern 
cougar. If it did, the management of public land in Katuah 
would probably be drastically altered (for the better) 
because cougars require hundreds of square miles in which 
to range, and the Endangered Species Act would afford 
that habitat more protection. The possibility that cougars 
still inhabit Katuah is accepted as fact by locals. Sightings 
in rural areas are rare, but not unheard of. Once while 
hiking on Hurricane Creek in Haywood County, NC, I saw a 
cat print in the mud that was bigger than my fist! 

Air pollution is perhaps the most insidious threat 
to the inhabitants of Katuah in that a lot of it comes from 
outside our bioregion. Because the prevailing winds 
come from the west and southwest, the Southern 
Appalachians are exposed to the industrial and automo- 
bile emissions from the Gulf coast to Chicago. The 
Spruce fir trees that dominate the forest above 5000' are 
under major stress from acid deposition; above six 
thousand feet the dead trees create a skeleton forest. 
The second imminent form of air pollution in Katuah is 
tropospheric (low atmosphere) ozone. Ozone is a 
corrosive gas that passes through the cell walls of the 
alveoli in the lungs, allowing fluid to seep in and 
permanently scarring lung tissue in animals. Tropo- 
spheric ozone damages the stomates of plants in a similar 
manner. The EPA lists the toxic level for ozone in the lower 
atmosphere as 55 ppm (parts per million). In the summer 
and fall of 1 998 readings in the Smoky and Craggy Moun- 
tains outside of Asheville were consistently above 80 ppm. 
No one knows what long term consequences these high 
levels of ozone will bring to the bioregion, but the local 
flora has already started to suffer. 

The landscapes and ecology of Katuah are 
incredibly beautiful and diverse. The people of Katuah 
need to recognize these things as one of the most valuable 
components of our lives and stand up to the corporate 
interests and their government henchmen who wish to 
develop, exploit and pollute these mountains. 


Struggles and Trium 


CHIP MILLS 101 

The Southeast is now the largest pulp producer in 
the world; we currently produce about 25% of the world’s 
supply of paper and paperboard. This includes approxi- 
mately 70% of the pulp consumed by the United States. In 
order to facilitate this demand, large corporations moved 
out of the over-cut Northwest and constructed chip mills 
throughout the region. A chip mill is a highly mechanized 
facility that grinds whole logs into wood chips to be used 
for paper, particle board, and other products Since 1985, 
over 100 chip mills have been constructed in our bioregion 

An estimated 1.2 million acres of forests are 
cleared every year to feed the 140 chip mills that are 
currently operating in the Southeast. This spells disaster 
for our bioregion if we do not address this issue. 
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Chipmills : 

— Clearcut our native forests. Chip mills are highly 
mechanized, which means that they work fast and furious, 
depending on clearcutting to keep up this pace. Chip mills 
will take trees as small as four inches in diameter for 
chipping, so there’s no reason for loggers to leave much of 
anything behind. We all know what this leads to: erosion 
leaves silt in our streams and rivers, suffocating water life 
and polluting our drinking water Conversion of clearcut 
areas into pine plantations destroys the amazing 
biodiversity of this region (see article page 1) and clearcuts 
and logging roads destroy and fragment wildlife habitat 
that is essential to the survival of many species; finally, 
excessive logging spoils the beauty of these magical 
mountains. The environmental devastation that results 
from the practices of chip mills is unacceptable. 

— Put local sawmills and furniture makers out of 
business. Instead of being left to mature, trees as small as 
four inches in diameter are cut and chipped for pulp; this 
leaves less and less hardwood for lumber One chip mill 
devours more wood in one month than an average sized 
sawmill consumes in an entire year. As a result, local 
businesses that often use selective logging instead of 
clearcutting are forced out of business. These people are 
important to the local economy, and employ more people in 
the long run than chip mills. 

— Provide a minimal number of jobs. In fact, a chip mill 
only employs 5 to 6 people because it depends so heavily 
on the work of high-capacity machinery. If you factor in 
jobs lost when 

local businesses [ 1 11 1 ' " ■ 1 ■ ■" 

go under, a 
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community-wide net loss of jobs often results when a 
chip mill is constructed. 

— Lower property values. As a result of the constant 
presence of logging trucks and the persistent loud noise 
made by the debarker used at Willamette Industries’ 
Kane, Pennsylvania chip mill, property values in the 
surrounding community have been reduced by as much 
as 50%. 

— Are highly mobile. Chip mills are easy to build and 
easy to move. They are built by large corporations that 
usually do not have many connections to the community. 
So when their 60-mile sourcing area is cut to pieces, the 
company can just pick up and move to another location, 
leaving the local community behind with clearcuts and 
pine plantations 


All of this equals devastation for the Appala- 
chian forests and communities that have only now 
managed to build their strength back up from the exploita- 
tion of the region at the turn of the century by logging 
and mining companies. The proliferation of chip mills in 
the Southeast must be not only challenged at a corporate 
level but at a consumer level as well. As long as public 
demand for disposable paper products is high, these 
high-capacity machines of destruction will continue their 
rampage across the Southlands. 





THEY’RE BACK .... 

Willamette Industries, Inc. of Portland, Oregon, is a multinational 
corporation known for its clearcutting and deforestation in the Pacific Northwest 
and other regions of the country. Recently, they have been shifting their focus to 
the Southeast, along with other large corporations such as Norbord Industries of 
Canada. 

Though their project received much opposition from many local citizens 
and activist groups, Willamette recently constructed a chip mill in the small town 
of Union Mills, in Rutherford County, North Carolina. Willamette will cut trees 
within a radius of 60 miles surrounding the mill in Tennessee, South Carolina, and 
North Carolina. This area includes the Nantahala, Pisgah, northern Cherokee and Sumter 
National Forests. Once the trees are processed in Union Mills, they are transported to 
paper mills in South Carolina and Tennessee. 

Though there are many other companies, such as Norbord and Champion, that 
are operating chip mills in this region, KEF! is currently fighting hardest against 
Willamette because of their immediate and direct threat to our bioregion. 

RETURN OF A GIANT 

Katuah Earth First! has also been working with the American Chestnut Coopera- 
tors’ Foundation to restore the American chestnut to the Katuah bioregion. American 
chestnuts comprised a quarter of the trees in the Appalachian mountains, from Missis- 
sippi to Maine, until a blight which entered the United States on Asian nursery stock 
imported to New York killed off the majority of the species between 1 900 and 1 940. 
Chestnut trees often reached a height of over 100 feet, and they were the most dependable 
source of mast for bears and other wildlife, because they bloom in the end of June when 
all danger of frost has passed. The loss of the American chestnut probably had as much 
of a negative impact on wildlife populations as development and deforestation cause 
today. 

Therefore, we feel that it is important to be an active part of the American 
chestnut restoration. KEF! raised money to purchase and plant 500 chestnut seedlings 
this fall, and we have committed to monitoring their survival in our continuing work with 
the ACCF. All these seedlings are produced through open pollination of the most blight- 
resistant trees. If you are interested in helping to restore the American chestnut, contact 
KEF! 
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ON A MOVE! 

MOVE is an earth centered movement founded by John Africa in Philadel- 
phia that first gained attention in the early ‘70’s for their radical notions of commu- 
nity empowerment, animal rights, environmental and racial justice and anarchism. 
Their uncompromising stand and willingness to confront the authorities brought the 
combined onslaught of the Philly cops, the PFD, the Mayor’s office, the FOP, the FBI, 
and the BATF upon them not once but twice, in the form of military style assaults, 
that resulted in the death, injury, or imprisonment of most of the family. The last go- 
around ended with the Feds dropping an incendiary out of a helicopter and burning 
down most of the neighborhood! In Spring of ‘98, Katuah Earth First! and Asheville 
Industrial Workers of the World brought MOVE spokespersons Ramona Africa and 
Mario Hardy Africa on a speaking tour of the South, where they talked to large 
crowds, spreading the word of revolution through community action. MOVE adheres 
to the teachings and wisdom of John Africa which is nurturing LIFE and is described 
in countless documentation and demonstrations by MOVE members. Most of the 
talks were taped for replay on pirate radio; in Asheville, the local station broadcast 
live from the roof of the YWCA. KEF! provided transportation, food and security to 
Ramona and Mario throughout their stay in the South. The tour started in Atlanta, 
Georgia with a crowd of around 1 50 Then on to Athens, GA, Chattanooga, TN, 
Knoxville, TN, Asheville, NC, Boone, NC, and finally Greensboro, NC. Decentralized 
and cooperating EF! and IWW groups did a fantastic job of organizing, which made 
most of the events come off smoothly. Big props to all those who came up with the 
idea and all those who bottom-lined the details and did all the hard work. ON THE 
MOVE! 
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TODOS SOMOS INDIOS, 
WE ARE ALL INDIANS 


Out of humble respect for the indigenous 
peoples, Katuah is Cherokee for “the center of all that 
exists.” KEF! has always attempted to recognize the rights 
of the indigenous peoples who live in the region as well as 
the ancestors, relatives and neighboring tribes who were 
either forcibly removed or killed in the colonialization of the 
region. KEF! works directly with many Eastern Band of 
Cherokees and volunteered to assist the Indigenous 
Environmental Network’s Healing Mother Earth Conference 
in Cherokee, North Carolina in June of 1996. KEF! has 
stood side-by-side with tribal members to preserve burial 
mounds, confronting TVA and in the preservation of the 
watershed and forest ecosystems. 

KEF! has demonstrated and networked in solidar- 
ity since the first news of the indigenous uprising in 
Chiapas, Mexico in January, 1994. We have been consis- 
tently exposing the related threats of neoliberalism while 
drawing the connections between the Zapatista struggle 
and the struggle worldwide for democracy, liberty and 
justice. KEF! fights plantation silviculture perpetrated by 
International Paper, the laigest pulp and paper beast 
operating in Chiapas as well as North Carolina. KEF ! will 
continue to fight the contamination of native populations 
from nuclear waste transportation and disposal. KEF! 
supports the recognition that the entire Katuah region is 
stolen land. KEF! believes in repatriation of areas to the 
traditional, indigenous peoples and cultures inasmuch as 
centuries of extinction and extirpation allow. 


KEF! CONFRONTS THE KKK 

On October 1 8, 1 997, an estimated 30-50 neo-nazis and members of the American Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
assembled in downtown Asheville, North Carolina for what they thought would be a police protected march and rally. 
APD, FBI, ATF, special riot cops and almost every sheriff from the county was in full force with tear gas launchers, 
snipers on rooftops, mourned police and automatic weapons all turned on the crowd of over 1000 anti-klan demonstra- 
tors. The police presence still could not contain the numerous, decentralized attacks that rained down upon the KKK. 
KEF! and other groups of concerned citizens had months to prepare and organize a counter-demonstration to oppose the 
murdering and racist organization which was hatefully instigating violence. KEF! takes a front-lines stance to nonvio- 
lently confront the KKK politically and in the streets. The chaotic and violent sea of racist vs. anti-racist was difficult to 

nonviolently participate in. However, KEF! demonstrated solidarity with a segment of 
society; mostly young, poor and black, which few 
groups have historically attempted and successfully 
managed. Success was indeed achieved as the 
KKK couldn’t even be heard over the ruckus 
while the anti-racist community empowered 
itself to shut down the event much earlier 
than anticipated. Because of 
threats of violence made by 
the KKK after the debacle, 
and because of the diligence 
of activists, the City of 
Asheville denied another 
permit application by the 
KKK to march again and the 
racists were chased out of our 
town. KEF! also confronted the 
KKK in nearby Hendersonville where 
police and FBI were more successful in 
protecting the KKK from the agitated 
community. KEF! will continue to 
confront racism on all levels wherever it maybe 
trying to rear i 


> ugly head. 


EMPLOYEES TO BUY CHAMPION MILL, BUT WILL THE ENVIRONMENT BENEFIT? 


In the town of Canton, North Carolina, the 
Champion International mill has been put up for sale and a 
tentative agreement, subject to approval by the union 
members, has been reached for the workers to buy it. A 
step forward for the environment and workers rights? We 
will see. 

The Katuah bioregion is a favorite habitat of the 
paper mill due to its smaller, earlier successional forests 
(thanks to the last round of slaughter) and its lack of 
environmental regulations or earth-conscious populace. 
These conditions attracted Champion International to the 
area 80 years ago when it built a paper mill on the Pigeon 
river 40 miles upstream from the Tennessee state line. A 
town sprung up around the mill, was named Canton, and 
the mill has since been the most reliable polluter and 
employer in the county. 

In 1997 Champion announced plans to sell the mill 
along with its Waynesville plant and five paper finishing 
plants in Georgia, Iowa, New Jersey, Ohio, and Texas. In 
response, the Smoky Mountain Local 507 of the United 
Paper Workers International Union formed Sunburst 
Corporation to buy the plant. If the deal goes through, 
ownership of the mill will be split among the union mem- 
bers, exempt and non-exempt salaried employees, and KPS 


Special Situations fund of New York which will help finance 
the deal. While the buy out may benefit the workers, its 
environmental impact is still uncertain. 

The mill has long been a target of Earth First! and 
other environmental organizations in North Carolina and 
Tennessee because of its waste discharge into the Pigeon 
river. In the late 80’s and early 90’s, Champion spent $330 
million to clean up its discharge. The cleanup managed to 
remove the measurable levels of dioxin from the stream, but 
stopped far short of cleaning it. In 1996, the residents of 
Tennessee filed a class action suit against the mill and 
North Carolina over an EPA approved variance that allowed 
the mill to exceed the federal Clean Water rules for discol- 
ored water. Downriver residents blame their higher cancer 
death rates on the coffee-colored pollutants which the 
plant discharges 40 miles upriver. 

Despite the awful environmental record of the mill, 
some environmental groups: The Sierra Club, Western 
North Carolina Alliance (WNCA), Clean Water Fund, 
Dogwood Alliance, Pigeon River Council, and the Canoe 
Association, are supporting the buyout as a “win-win” 
outcome for the environment and workers. “They’ll be 
much more motivates to take care of the river and air 
because its their children who will live there,” said Char- 


lotte Lockey, spokeswoman for WNC Sierra Club. 

A great theory, but is there any proof? 

Bob Gail, an ecologist with WNCA, says that 
there is “a sincere effort ... to have a model, environmen- 
tally clean plant.” Sincere efforts are wonderful, but the 
discharge from the plant is still coffee colored and no 
cleanup proposal has been put forward. Can a paper mill, a 
traditional source of water and air pollution, truly be 
“environmentally clean”? Can an 80 year-old plant be 
retrofitted with the latest Earth saving technology? The 
company estimates that the facilities up for sale employ 
1600 people, and their records put the annual company 
payroll around $80 million and the average employee 
earnings at $50,000 plus benefits. Pretty good wages; will 
the workers give some of that up in the name of clean water 
and air? 

“They aren’t going to get the water and air cleaned up or 
alternate fiber sources as long as it is owned by Champion 
or if it is a US Superfund site,” said Frank Adams, consult- 
ant to the Union from the Southern Appalachian Center for 
Corporate Leadership. This is definitely true, but will the 
employees do better? 

The answer to that question lies in our future. 




Katuah Disappears Under Nuclear Waste 


The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) was established by Congress in 1933 as a 
federal corporation whose supposed purpose was to provide flood control, navigation, 
and electric power to the Tennessee Valley region. Today they are the nation’s largest 
electricity producer, and a major source of pollution threatening the ecology of Katuah. 
Posing as a steward of the Tennessee River Basin, it has wreaked havoc on the water- 
ways, the ecosystem and the human populations This article will only address the real 
estate and nuclear issues, but go to www.tngreen.com/air/ for the latest Clean Air Task 
Force report! 

Back in the thirties when the TVA was being formed, much of the land was private 
and was either purchased or taken by force under eminent domain. All of this was turned 
into federal reserve land, which is theoretically public domain. Regardless, the indigenous 
natives’ cultural and tribal interests have been historically ignored and even purposefully 
attacked by TVA. The TVA charter clearly states that its purpose is for the good of the 
people. Obviously in violation of Congress, TVA continues its rogue legacy. 

TVA is headed by racist ex-FBI agent Norman Zigrossi, responsible for the 
extradition and imprisonment of Native American political prisoner Leonard Peltier and 
who was once quoted saying of the indigenous peoples, “they’re a conquered people, and 

when you’re conquered, your future is dictated by those who you’re conquered by ”, 

Zigrossi recently appointed another ex-FBI to TVA’s police chief. Non-elected bureaucrats 
(one of whom just retired and now heads up A1 Gore’s election campaign in 2000) are now 
selling federal reserve lands all along the Tennessee River watershed and depositing the 
proceeds into an agency slush fund TVA and developers held a scoping meeting in early 
‘98 for the development of a study on their proposal to sell over 850 acres of public land 
along the shores of the Little Tennessee River (Tellico Lake recreation area) which for 
centuries served as the Cherokee Nation’s capital city and was flooded by TVA’s last damn 
project. Hundreds of people turned out, but only TVA officials and the developers were 
allowed to speak, and now they’re going ahead with the plan to develop expansive, upper 
class housing and golf courses. TVA’s new Shoreline Management Initiative calls for 
developing about 37% of the remaining shoreline - about a fifth of the total shoreline is 
already developed Their study estimates 25,000 cultural sites. The 
total area managed by TVA is larger than 
the 500,000 acre Smoky Mountains 
National Park, and is more biologi- 
cally diverse. 

One of TVA’s most 
controversial land sales 
opposed by KEFlis at 
Nickajack Reservoir, 
a k a. Little Cedar 



Mountain. This area was a seasonal home to the earliest recorded indigenous nomadic 
people in the area for tens-of-thousands of years back to the day of the mastadon and 
other extinct megafauna. The hunter/gatherers would spend roughly 1/4 of the year here 
fishing the famous bounty of the Tennessee River for millenium; mollusks and other 
shellfish from which they built mounds of shells that survive today in a few intact sites 
One such site at Nickajack is already at risk of looting and more development would 
inevitably lead to more disturbance. After the European invasion, Nickajack was one of the 
major indigenous cultural centers and strongholds of resistance to colonialism for several 
generations. Also at Nickajack is one of only two caves which serve the maternity 
colonies of endangered grey bats in the Southeast. TVA plans to make condos, a golf 
course, and a marina for the rich! Little Cedar Mountain remains a focus of KEF! activities 
and will be challenged aggressively should TVA continue with its plans. Call the Sacred 
Little Cedar Mountain Defense Coalition at 423-842-7960 or 423-949-5922. 

TVA manages 164 public recreation areas including Kentucky’s Land Between the 
Lakes which at over 1 70,000 acres is by far TVA’s largest single inholding. In September 
‘98, the TVA board passed a resolution reaffirming it’s long term commitment to LBL. TVA 
says they won’t sell any of the land, they won’t commercialize it - no golf courses, residen- 
tial developments, etc., and no clear cutting. But- “timber will be selectively harvested ... 
to improve wildlife habitat”, it will be managed for “multiple-use outdoor recreation, 
environmental education and regional economic development.” - here comes trouble! The 
TVA recently released it’s ‘99 Logging Plan for LBL and they have again ‘categorically 
excluded’ logging there. Only logging isn’t excluded at all - protection from logging is 
excluded! They plan on logging 4.8 million board feet of hardwood this year, or about 
3 1,000 trees! Part of the LBL cut plan is in a Bald Eagle management area. LBL also boasts 
the largest population of relatively free-roaming Eastern Woodland Bison and extirpated 
Elk herds. Native cultural sites are in the thousands. 

The TVA also operates three nuclear power plants along the Tennessee River. The 
DOE recently selected TVA’s Watts Bar and Sequoyah plants to produce tritium for the US 
nuclear weapons program. Retired US nuclear missiles from Savannah River Nuclear 
Facilities will be transported on interstate highways and railroads through the heart of the 
Southern Appalachians. KEF! will continue to vigorously oppose through all nonviolent 
means the genocidal plots of TVA and DOE and their nuclear programs. 

Tritium is a radioactive isotope of hydrogen that boosts the destructive power of 
nuclear weapons. Tritium has a half-life of 12.3 years, meaning that in just over a dozen 
years, half of the available tritium decays. DOE is arguing that because tritium decays 
rapidly, more tritium must be produced to maintain the current nuclear arsenal. But - WE 
HAVE NO SHORTAGE OF TRITIUM! Tritium recycled from retired warheads can maintain 
our current arsenal until 2015. And with continued arms negotiations, less will be needed 
in the future. Besides that, tritium is a byproduct of the reaction process in nuclear power 


production. Daily, over 3000 gallons of tritium-laden wastewater is released by Watts Bar’s 
one working reactor into the Tennessee River, the drinking water for millions downriver, 
including the city of Chattanooga. Sequoyah, also upriver from Chattanooga, has two 
reactors flushing tritium in wastewater daily into the Tennessee. Sequoyah was also called 

“the most likely nuclear plant in the US to experience a core-meltdown ” by the Nuclear 

Regulatory Commission. Studies link tritium to increased rates of birth defects, stillboms 
and the destruction of sex organs in human and other animal populations. Tritium also 
concentrates in fish and plants, spreading uncontrollably and completely throughout the 
food chain. 

Using commercial nuclear reactors to produce tritium worsens the nation’s nuclear 
waste crisis. The DOE’s study for the Watts Bar plan estimates that a reactor used for 
tritium production would generate up to three times more highly radioactive spent fuel than 
normal, and would also result in roughly 50 percent more low level nuclear waste, some of 
which is highly radioactive. Another point is that these plants were not originally built to 
handle tritium production, an can’t really be safely modified. It took over 20 years for 
Watts Bar to come on line the first time, and most of the parts are old and malfunctioning. 
There have been over 450 individual complaints registered with the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission over safety violations and employee harrassment at Watts Bar alone. DOE’s 
former tritium production facilities have all had accidents which released tritium into the 
environment. Tritium is mostly uncontainable and if a modified facility fails to contain the 
isotope, much more will be released into the Tennessee River than normal. And since the 
plant will be used for the nuclear weapons program, security will have to be increased. 

Who do you think is going to have to pay for the increased security, waste disposal, and 
plant modifications? It’s already cost US tax-payers 12 billion dollars to get Watts Bar 
barely functioning. 

TVA gets millions of dollars for the initial testing and production, but that money 
will not lower electric rates - it will be used to service their 27 billion dollar debt ! What 
will we get? Radioactive bomb materials being produced in our backyard. And how many 
missiles on the other side of the world will have their targeting computers reprogrammed to 
reflect the plants’ new status? We will be subsidizing the nuclear weapons program 
through our electric bills and taxes, and in return, we’ll be put at risk. 

The United States is the mother of all hypocrites! ! The US is now using civilian 
reactors for military purposes. This decision violates an international nuclear pact as well 
as the Atomic Energy Act. Under Article VI of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, the US 
is compelled to pursue complete disarmament of nuclear weapons. The current course of 
developing additional radioactive materials for weapons use is in violation of that treaty. 
The AEA keeps commercial and military nuclear power programs separate for obvious 
reasons, non-proliferation, safety, and security. Mixing these two ends is illegal and 
impolitic. 

Hasn’t the US actively discouraged other countries from using commercial 
reactors to produce weapons grade materials? The separation of commercial and military 
nuclear programs is one of the cornerstones of international non-proliferation strategy! 
How can the US honestly face negotiators from other countries and try to convince them 
to not make weapons with their civilian reactors, and allow inspectors on site for verifica- 
tion, when we do it ourselves? The US uses the threat of military and economic dominance 
to take the place of integrity, diplomacy and peace. That’s the ‘worlds only superpower’/ 
New World Order/Neoliberalist trfethod. For more info contact the Southeast Center for 
Ecological Awareness, PO Box 2172, Asheville, NC 28802, 828-298- 1 25 1 or go to Tennessee 
Green’s web site www.tngreen.com. 


It is mid-winter in America; a man-made season of 
shattered dreams and shocked citizens, fumbling 
and frustrated beneath the crush of greed of 
corporate monsters and economic manipulators 
gone wild. There are bitter winds bom in the 
knowledge of secret plans hatched by Western 
Money Men that backfired and grew out of control 
to eat its own. 

We must support ourselves and stand fast 
together even as pressure disperses our enemies 
and bangs at our doors. No one can do everything, 
but everybody can do something. We must all do 
what we can for each other to weather this blizzard. 

Now more than ever all the family must be 
together; to comfort, to protect, to guide, to survive 
because... tlWe is a revolution going on in 
America/the World. 



Gi) Scott-Heron 


Contacts 

Katuah Earth First! 
PO Box 1485 
Asheville, NC 28801 
828-285-0631 

Boone EF! 

PO Box 233 
Deep Gap, NC 28618 


Anti-Racist Action 
PO Box 2505 
Asheville, NC 28801 


rww 

PO Box 1485 
Asheville, NC 28801 


Chattanooga EF! 
c/oMoonshadow 
Rt. 1 Box 327 
Whitewell,TN 37397 


Long hours and computer 
enslavement contributed by: 
Ben, Bill, Cathie, Colleen, Dane, 
jj.J., Josh, Max, and Melissa 






Salvage Rider 

Helldun Threatens the Warner Wilderness 


Eagle Creek — The magical vein running through Helldun 


to the east. 

Eagle 
Creek's most 
famous fea- 
ture is the 
Warner Creek 
bum (remem- 
ber that one?), 
still a light- 
ning rod of 
controversy 
over the 


by Moonshine 


Remember Freddy Krueger? Never 
seemed to die, returned to haunt audi- 
ences in one awful reprise after another, 
that guy? Remember the Salvage Rider? 

In 1995 and 1996 a number of timber 
sales being logged by Scott Timber Com- 
pany in the Coast Range of Oregon were 
canceled when the marbled murrelet 
was listed as an endangered species. The 
infamous Salvage Rider mandated that 
these sales be replaced by new sales. The 
Middle Fork Ranger District of the 
Willamette National Forest is bearing 
the brunt of replacing the coast sales. 
Almost 40 million board feet, approxi- 
mately 8,000 logging trucks worth, will 
be clearcut in prime spotted owl habitat 
in the Cascades to replace forests pro- 
tected for the marbled murrelet. 

One of the worst examples of this 
endangered species shell game can be 
found where Eagle Creek spills off the 
steep southern slope of Bunchgrass 
Ridge, 13 miles east of Oakridge, Or- 
egon. Only one road and a few scattered 
clearcuts left over from the Reagan/ 
W att regime mar the emerald forest that 
stretches from the congressionally des- 
ignated Waldo and Three Sisters Wil- 
dernesses to the 8,000 acre Cornpatch 
Roadless Area. This is the site of the 
Helldun timber sale — 100 acres of 
clearcuts in the old-growth forests that 
link the Cornpatch with the wilderness 


"management" of our public lands. 
Three years ago, during the height of 
the Salvage Rider, the Forest Service 
tried to salvage-log the bum. It with- 
drew the plans after an 1 1 -month block- 
ade of Forest Service Road 2408 by the 
Cascadia Forest Defenders and South- 
ern Willamette Earth First! Today, citi- 
zen-scientists are proposing that the 
burn and 40,000 acres surrounding it, 
including the area slated for logging as 
the Helldun sale, be protected as a Re- 
search Natural Area (RNA). This desig- 
nation would preserve the unique eco- 
logical features of the area and allow for 
scientific research and the enjoyment 
of future generations. 

The Warner Creek fire burnt out seven 
years ago, but the embers of contro- 
versy still smolder, waiting to burst into 
flame as they did three years ago. "Try 
and log Helldun and the Forest Service'll 
have a protest on their hands that'll 
make the Warner blockade look like 
your grandparent's garage sale," says 
one activist. The Forest Service has so far 
received over 500 letters demanding it 
withdraw plans to log Helldun and in- 
clude the area in the>RNA. Last year, 
activists erected a tripod at the 
Willamette National Forest office in 
Eugene. A recent banner hanging was 
preceded by a rowdy demonstration 
that saw the usual suspects turning out, 
vowing to block the road into Helldun 
just as they blocked the road into Warner 


Creek. "There's only one road in, and 
we'll be on it," said Mick Garvin, a 
veteran of the Warner campaign. 

The bad guy in this latest installment 
of the Salvage Rider Horror Show (the 
"Revenge of the Salvage Rider") is 
named, well, we'll call him Bub (even 
though his real name is Allyn Ford). He 
owns Roseburg Forest Products (RFP) of 
Roseburg, Oregon, which owns Scott 
Timber, which is a sort of corporate 
cover for RFP and owns the rights to log 
Helldun and a bunch of other replace- 
ment volume sales. Still with me? Allyn, 
er, I mean, Bub gave up a bunch of 
skinny second-growth trees on the coast 
and is getting giant old growth — from 
six to nine feet in diameter, as much as 
900 years old — in return. RFP and our 
local bunch of rowdies go way back. RFP 
has logged a number of controversial 
timber sales in Oregon and northern 
California, including Yellow Creek and 
Dillon Creek. One of Bub's thugs actu- 
ally punched an activist a few years 
back. RFP is one of the largest privately 
held companies in the US. You can 
reach Allyn Ford at POB 1088, Roseburg, 
OR 97474; (541) 679-3311. Tell him 
Moonshine says hi. 

The Forest Service has ignored public 
outrage over plans to log Helldun. On 
December 23, the regional forester de- 
nied administrative appeals of the 
Helldun sale and decided to release it to 
Scott Timber. Experts estimate that 
Helldun will provide almost three times 
the amount of timber that Scott is owed 
from Coast Range sales. And they'll get 
it at Salvage Rider prices, as low as $100 
per thousand board feet. The Forest 
Service doesn't seem scared yet,. But 
they will be. Freddy is back. And so are 
the Cascadians. 

For more information contact the 
Helldun campaign at POB 11122, Eu- 
gene, OR 97440; jdj@efn.org.; 
www.efn.org/~bigfoot. 


Tmpods Block Capture FAcilhy 

continued from front page 

Livestock interests irrationally fear that buffalo will spread the 
disease to cattle, despite the fact that there has never been a 
documented case of such a transmission. All pregnant females, 
regardless of whether they test positive for brucellosis, would be 
slaughtered. All buffalo testing positive would be slaughtered as 
well, including bulls and yearling calves, which pose virtually no 
risk of transmitting brucellosis. Of the 15 buffalo slaughtered 
this winter, 13 were bulls. The field test that the DOL uses to 
determine the fate of its captive bison is highly unreliable. Of the 
first eight buffalo sent to slaughter this year — all of which field- 
tested positive for brucellosis — only two were actually positive, 
according to the more accurate tissue test conducted at the 
slaughterhouse. The agencies claim that the operation of the 
capture facility will help with the "urgent need" to reduce bison 
mortality from brucellosis. However, in the winter of 1996- 
1997, these facilities sent hundreds of buffalo to slaughter. 

The DOL has asked the United States Department of Agricul- 
ture to fund the costs of installing and operating the buffalo trap 
with taxpayers footing the bill of $ 500,000 a year for the next 10 
years. All of this is justified in order to protect 170 cow-calf pairs 
that graze on three public allotments on Horse Butte and 
generate a mere $765 a year in grazing fees. 

The US Forest Service has signed a special-use permit, meaning 
that the capture facility is exempt from laws governing interfer- 
ence with a nearby bald eagle nest. The DOL, however, has not 
signed the permit, fearing that it makes the agency liable for 
events "outside the scope of constructing and operating the 
facility" — like having to arrest activists and take down the 
tripods. In a blaring conflict of interest, DOL agents, trained to 
inspect cattle, have been conducting the required bald-eagle 
surveys. One of the DOL surveyors, observing an eagle, was 
overheard saying, "I think it is a male. I heard males are smaller 
than females." 


The DOL's lawyers won't sign the permit until the Forest 
Service removes the liability language which holds the 
DOL responsible for arresting the protesters and removing 
the blockade. The Forest Service insists that Montana 
should bear the liability. "It is the state's project. It's their 
activity," said Olleke Rappe-Daniels, US Forest Service 
spokesperson. Until this legal battle is resolved, there will 
be no Horse Butte buffalo trap. 

On the first day of the action a pregnant buffalo walked 
up and stood within 10 feet of the blockade, as if to give 
thanks for the action. The US Forest Service officials who 
showed up the next day weren't as thankful. They video- 
taped the tripods and told ground supporters that over- 
night camping is prohibited in the area. The activists 
pointed out that because they weren't sleeping at the 
blockade, they weren't violating day-use regulations. To 
date, no attempt has been made to remove the structures. 

"We will be here to stand with these buffalo until they 
are free to live on their winter habitat without being 
chased, captured or killed. Until this happens, many of us 
feel in our hearts that nonviolent direct action is the only 
way to stop this senseless tragedy, " said Michael Bowersox, 
Buffalo Field Campaign spokesperson and cook 
extraodinaire. 

Come to Yellowstone and help us put an end to the 
DOL's days of harassing and killing buffalo. Food and 
lodging in our warm cabin are provided free to all volun- 
teers. Contact the Buffalo Field Campaign (formerly Buf- 
falo Nations) at POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758; 
(406) 646-0070; fax 646-0071; buffalo@wildrockies.org; 
www.wildrockies.org/buffalo. Video footage is available 
upon request. Let Gov. Racicot know that the slaughter is 
unacceptable! Contact him at State Capitol Building, Hel- 
ena, MT 59602-0801. Contact the DOL's acting director 
Marc Bridges at POB 202001, Helena, MT 59620-2001; 
(406)444-2023: 
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Ronald Reagan at 
Rushmore? 

Mount Rushmore in South Da- 
kota would be altered to add the 
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mjellystone 
Targets 1 

An anti-car group is being tar- 
geted by police who fear it plans to 
bring chaos to Britain's roads. Pho- 
tographs of Reclaim The Streets (RTS) 
protesters have been circulated to 
every police station in Britain in a 
bid to identify ringleaders. Police 
chiefs believe the organization is 
plotting more protests aimed at 
bringing traffic to a standstill in 
major cities. 

A special squad, code named Op- 
eration Jellystone, has been set up to 
monitor the group. The British 
equivalent of the FBI, the Special 
Branch, says, "The need for an en- 
hancement in covert pro-active in- 
telligence by police is clear." 

The center of Birmingham was 
paralyzed last year when 4,000 RTS 
supporters blocked a 500-yard 
stretch of road for five hours. Police, 
some in riot gear, made 35 arrests. 
Still photos from asurveillance video 
of 30 demonstrators wanted for ques- 
tioning over the "large-scale public 
disorder" have been published in 
the Police Gazette. 

l^JREPA Pushes Forward 
in Congress 

US Representatives Christopher 
Shays (R-CT) and Carolyn Maloney 
(D-NY) led a bi-partisan coalition 
of House members recently by in- 
troducing the Northern Rockies 
Ecosystem Protection Act (NREPA). 
This sweeping legislation would 
extend official protection to more 
than 20-million acres of public land 
in parts of Montana, Idaho, Wyo- 
ming, Oregon and Washington. 
These virgin forests have some of 
the last remaining elk herds and 
grizzlies in the nation. 

Grassroots advocates in the Wild 
Rockies are gearing up for a major 
push for NREPA in the 106th Con- 
gress, focusing on securing hear- 
ings for the bill and obtaining more 
than 100 official sponsors. To be- 
come a part of this campaign or for 
more information on how to help, 
please contact Bob Clark, Alliance 
for the Wild Rockies, POB 8731, 
Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 721- 
5420; bobclark@wildrockies.org; 
www.wildrockies.org/awr. 

. 

Clearcutting Ban for 
New Mexico 

Under the New Mexico Forest Con- 
servation Act now periding before 
the New Mexico legislature, 
clearcutting, shelterwoodcuttingand 
high grading would be banned, as 
well as logging and roadbuilding in 
riparian zones and on unstable soils. 

The bill is timely because timber 
cutting has moved from federal for- 
est lands to ndnfederal lands in 
New Mexico. Slightly more than 
half of all forest lands in the state 
are privately owned, yet nearly five 
times the volume of trees were har- 
vested Atom privately ; owned lands > 
in 1997. /■ ‘ 
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Microwaving the Planet 

by Arthur Firstenberg 

If plutonium were to be deliberately sprayed over every square inch of the 
Earth, there would be a revolution. Yet, in the last two years, with hardly anyone 
knowing or watching, an equivalent environmental problem has arisen. We're 
being covered with radiation, and almost no one has raised a voice, much less 
held a picket sign. Instead, we are paying for the privilege. 

An enormous body of scientific literature says microwaves (high fre- 
quency radio waves) are dangerous to living things, and a growing number 
of people everywhere are already seriously 
ill from exposure to microwave radiation. 

But the telecommunications industry is 
placing microwave broadcast towers on ev- 
ery hill and valley it can get its hands on, 
and the United States Congress says we 
can't do a thing about it. 

The effects of this environmental assault — 
on people, farm animals, birds, bees, frogs 
and forests — have been catastrophic, but 
the cause of the catastrophe has been well- 
hidden. This form of pollution is more 
invisible than any other because a $100 
billion industry wants it to be. The Tele- 
communications Act of 1996 contains the 
following sentence, which cellular providers parade in front of zoning 
boards and health departments all over the country, with threats of lawsuits 
if it is not obeyed: 

"No state or local government or instrumentality thereof may regulate the 
placement, construction and modification of personal wireless service facilities 
on the basis of the environmental effects of radio frequency emissions to the 
extent that such facilities comply with the Commission's regulations concern- 
ing such emissions." 

The "commission" referred to is the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC). Unfortunately, the FCC is charged with promoting "new technologies" 
and "universal service," and its regulations do not recognize the possibility of 
injury at what it mistakenly calls "low levels" of radio frequency radiation. The 
position of the FCC and the industry is that microwave radiation which does 
not heat up the body more than one degree Celsius is entirely harmless. 

In reality, there is no scientific evidence for the safety of wireless communi- 
cations. Quite the contrary, the evidence for serious environmental harm, even 
at so-called "non-thermal" levels, runs into tens of thousands of documents 
and goes back over a century, since French scientist Arsene d' Arson val 
pioneered the use of radio frequency radiation in medicine for physical therapy. 
The Soviets later coined the term "radio wave sickness" to describe an occupa- 
tional disease among workers chronically exposed to low levels of radio 
frequency radiation and set their exposure standards accordingly. 

In the 1960s, American researchers began to find damage to the heart, brain, 
nervous system, eyes and other organs even at microwave levels permissible in 
the Eastern Bloc. Back in 1968 biologist Allen Frey demonstrated that animals 
can hear microwaves, probably due to a slight heating of the brain, causing 
pressure waves that reach the inner ear. He even stopped frogs' hearts by 
carefully timing microwave pulses, at a dose more than 1,000 times lower than 
permitted today by the FCC. 


The number of communication towers now being built runs into the 
hundreds of thousands, and they're not just for voice transmission. The growth 
of the Internet has created such an enormous demand for data transmission 
that fiber optic cable can't be laid fast enough; wireless transmission is required. 
Antennas are being mounted on apartment buildings, lamp posts, traffic lights, 
water towers and inside church steeples. Bill Gates and Craig McGaw's Teledesic 
Corporation even plans to launch 300 satellites into low orbit in the very near 
future in order to speed up global Internet service and increase its capacity. 

All this comes at a cost, not only to human health but to every living thing 
on this planet. In agreement with the research on pulsed microwaves, all of the 
new digital (pulsed) technologies are proving much more dangerous than 
analog systems. Statistics from the Centers for Disease Control show an 

immediate 10 to 25 percent increase in hu- 
man mortality, lasting eight to 10 weeks, in 
most cities when they receive personal com- 
munication service for the first time. The 
symptoms reported from all over the world 
■§. are identical to the occupational disease the 
s Russians called radio wave sickness. Nowa- 
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n days it has a new name, electrical sensitivity, 
| and so many are afflicted that there are large 
o support groups in many countries. Symp- 
| toms include eye pain, dry lips, increased 
= blood pressure, pressure or pain in the chest, 
insomnia, dizziness, headaches, memory loss, 
pain in the legs or feet, nosebleeds, dehydra- 
tion and a flu that won't go away. 

Kathy Hawk's Case Study In the Heartland documents the terrible effects cellular 
towers are having on farm animals and wildlife. Cows living near towers are being 
born with severe deformities. Several studies have shown that bird feathers are fine 
microwave antennas, and that birds will collapse in distress when forced to stay in 
microwave fields. Reports confirm that birds will vacate a neighborhood when a 
cellular tower is built. Those that remain and nest lay eggs that never hatch. 

With tall towers sprouting up every few miles throughout the world, even in 
national parks, where will the wildlife go? In January 1998, nearly 10,000 birds, 
mostly Lapland Longspurs, were so disoriented near a 420-foot tower in Kansas that 
they flew full force into the ground and impaled themselves on wheat stubble. 

No public agency, however, is monitoring this 1,000-fold increase in radiation 
levels. In July 1996, the Cellular Phone Task Force formed as an emergency 
response to these circumstances. It is made up of unpaid volunteers who struggle 
to compile information and keep up with the flood of calls for help. Presently the 
Cellular Phone Task Force, along with other citizens groups and the Communi- 
cations Workers of America, has filed a suit against the FCC and the United States 
of America. The lawsuit, which will be heard April 15 in the 2nd Circuit Court of 
Appeals in New York City, aims to invalidate FCC rules about the safety of wireless 
technology and to gain protection against radio frequency radiation. 

Most of the local resistance to cellular towers in the US has been in the form 
of temporary siting moratoria or legal battles over nonenvironmental issues. 
There is legislation pending in Congress that would repeal the preemptive 
language of the Telecommunications Act, but these bills have received little 
support. Elsewhere, there are lawsuits pending in Ireland and England based on 
health concerns. In Australia, the Democrats have taken this on as an environ- 
mental issue. And, again in Ireland, public protests have stopped construction 
of many cellular towers. Clearly the time for further action has come. 

For more information contact Arthur Firstenberg, Cellular Phone Taskforce, 
POB 100404, Brooklyn, NY 11210; (718) 434-4499. 



Rally against masts (microwave towers) — Dublin, Ireland, March 1998 
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Toxic Bugs & Tumbleweeds: 


Hanford's 

by John Reese 

Early last year unexplained hotspots 
were detected at the Hanford nuclear 
reservation in central Washington, 
and soon after insects there were 
found to be highly radioactive. Re- 
searchers aren't sure precisely how 
the insects have become contami- 
nated or how far they might have 
spread the radiation, but it appears 
that the bugs have come in contact 
with unsecured areas of radioac- 
tive waste at the Hanford site, most 
likely a leaking storage facility. 

In addition to radioactive ants, 
flies and gnats, there has been a 
dramatic increase in the number 
of radioactive tumbleweeds found 
blowing around Hanford. The De- 
partment of Energy (DOE) found 
20 contaminated tumbleweeds in 
the first six months of 1998. With 
roots that can stretch 15 feet into 
the soil, the weeds suck up con- 
taminated ground water and 
spread radioactivity when the 
wind blows away the top of the 
plant. Leaves from mulberry trees 
along the Columbia River have been 
found to have concentrations of stron- 
tium 90 that are 4,000 times the drink- 
ing water standard. 

Hanford is an environmental night- 
mare with a serious nuclear hangover. 
It is a former plutonium production 
site and a defunct bomb factory with 
millions of gallons of radioactive waste 
stored in leaky underground storage 
tanks and other facilities. As if to 
prove its lunacy, the government con- 
tinues to bring nuclear wastes to 
Hanford for disposal. 

In 1987, the DOE made a commit- 
ment to stop discharging contami- 
nants into the soil by June 1995 and 
focus on cleanup — the largest waste 
cleanup ever undertaken. But the DOE 
is hardly taking cleanup seriously. 
Hanford has an annual budget of $1.4 
billion, but it is estimated that cleanup 
costs may soar as high as $300 billion 
in an operation that could drag out 
over the next 75 to 100 years. So far 
about $15 billion has been spent to 
deal with the contamination. 

Hanford is located in the Columbia 
Basin near Richland, Washington. The 
area contains vast tracts of the shrub 
steppe ecosystem. It is a complete, func- 
tioning ecosystem distinguished by sand 
dunes and dramatic bluffs with many 
endemic species of plants. The Colum- 
bia River or Nchi-wana, the Big River, as 
some Native American tribes call it, has 
been classified as the most endangered 
river in the US. The sacred grounds of 
nearby Gable Mountain continue to be 
a place of spiritual growth and reflec- 
tion for area tribes. The Columbia River 
remains one of the world's most pro- 
ductive salmon fisheries in spite of ra- 
dioactive ground water seeping into the 
river, contaminating salmon, steelhead, 
sturgeon and other aquatic wildlife. 

Hanford Engineer Works was begun 
by the Manhattan District of the Army 
Corps of Engineers and the DuPont 
Corporation in March 1943 and was 
one of the primary arsenals of nuclear 
defense production for nearly 50 years. 
The three original reactors produced 


Nightmare 

the plutonium used in the world's first, 
third, fourth and fifth atomic explo- 
sions. Approximately 53 metric tons of 
weapons-grade plutonium were pro- 


duced at Hanford between 1944 and 
1989. In total, the original Hanford site 
and its buffer zones occupied 640 square 
miles. After World War II ended, area 
residents were disappointed to learn 
that the fertile lands would be with- 
held from agricultural production for 
the foreseeable future. At a meeting in 
the spring of 1947 with the Atomic 
Energy Commission (precursor of the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission), Presi- 
dent Truman ordered a large expan- 
sion of the Hanford site for weapons 
production facilities. Access was de- 
nied to Native Americans who had 
historically used the lands for hunting, 
food gathering and religious purposes. 

As early as 1948, when site produc- 
tion activities expanded during the early 
years of the Cold War, troubling data 
emerged from Hanford's environmen- 
tal monitoring program. Water samples 
collected from the Columbia River and 
from fish, plankton, vegetation, air, land- 
based wildlife and domestic animals 
indicated various radioactive substances 
had entered the ecosystem. 

The most toxic waste, much of it from 
reprocessing operations, is stored in 177 
large underground tanks near the cen- 
ter of the site. The tanks currently con- 
tain about 57-million gallons of liquid 
waste. Sixty-eight of the older tanks are 
either known or suspected leakers. They 
are assumed to have leaked a total of 
about 15-million gallons of contami- 
nated liquid into the ground. Contrac- 
tors have added chemicals to the tanks 
in an attempt to "neutralize" the con- 
tents, creating a more dangerous toxic 
soup. What's more, over 440-billion 
gallons of radioactive and chemical 
waste have been discharged into the soil 
at the Hanford site, and hundreds of 
billions of gallons of waste water have 
been discharged directly into the river. 

Over 200 square miles surrounding 
Hanford have ground water contami- 
nated with radioactive tritium at lev- 
els 168 times the drinking water 
standard. This water is entering the 
Columbia River in vast plumes, but 
there is currently no regular water 
quality testing. Since Fluor Daniel 


Hanford took over as the contractor, 
the number of accidents, explosions, 
radioactive releases and other failures 
at the nation's largest and potentially 
most dangerous nuclear repository has 
painted a picture of incompetence, 
mismanagement and negligence. 


As an indicator of the health of this 
system, humans have also been assessed. 
On February 4, the findings of an $18 
million Hanford Thyroid Study by the 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Cen- 
ter (FHCRC) was announced. Accord- 
ing to the 10-year study, there is no link 
between Cold War era radiation releases 
and the rate of thyroid disease among 
people living downwind. However, Greg 
DeBruler with Columbia River United 
found a very high rate of thyroid dis- 
ease. Over 2,000 cases were found in the 
3,400 people in the study, and yet the 
FHCRC concluded this was not related 
to activities at Hanford. 

Last year when the DOE wanted to 
restart tritium production (tritium 
heightens the explosive force of nuclear 
warheads) at Hanford over 100 protest- 
ers turned out in force at the hearings. 
With sirens blaring, a nuclear family 
and a dozen EFiers held a "die in" at 
two of the hearings, demanding that 
cleaning up the environmental catas- 
trophe at Hanford have priority over 
bomb making and bringing in 50 tons 
of plutonium. Just before the year's 
end, DOE Secretary Bill Richardson an- 
nounced a decision to site production 
of tritium at a Tennessee Valley Au- 
thority facility in Eastern Tennessee. 
That's bad news for Tennessee, of 
course, but a blessed relief for the belea- 
guered environment out at Hanford. 

The DOE is not interested in cleanup; 
it just wants enough money coming 
in to keep Hanford's bomb-building 
infrastructure in place. Closing down 
Hanford and ending the toxic indus- 
try of making bombs is a good reason 
for environmentalists and anti-war ac- 
tivists to work together. If we can stop 
weapons production and expedite 
cleanup, the slow death of the Colum- 
bia Basin shrub steppe ecosystem and 
the Columbia River can be halted. 

For more information or to get in- 
volved with the Hanford campaign, 
contact Heart of America NW, 1305 
4th Ave. #208, Seattle, WA 98102; 1- 
800-24-CLEAN or Hanford Watch, 
2285 SE Cypress, Portland, OR 97214; 
(503) 232-0848; paigekngt@juno.com. 



Sixty eight of 177 tanks have leaked, releasing 15 million gallons of contaminated liquid. 


Navajo Leader Orders 
Zoo Animals Released 

The outgoing Navajo Nation 
president, Milton Bluehouse, has 
ordered the tribal zoo closed and 
most of its animals released on the 



eagles." Bluehouse s 
worry that many of 
hezooai ' 
ity, might die af 


ie did not 
animals, 

bom at th e zoo and raisedin capti 1 

wild. "Let nature take itself, 

take its own course,” he said. 

Thirty indigenous animals will 
be set free somewhere within the 
26,000-square-mileNavajo reserva- 
tion in Arizona, New Mexico and 
Utah. Many have been cared for by 
humans since birth and face cer- 
tain death in the wild. Lolene 
Hathaway, director of the Navajo 
Nation Zoo, is concerned about re- 
leasing three adult cougars that are 
habituated to people. No rehabili- 
tation program is in place to assist 
the animals that will be released. 


Exotic Pests Allowed 
into the US 

On January 25, a US federal judge 
in Oakland, California, ruled that 
current levels of protection for 
I American forests from Infestation ' 
by exotic species are acceptable, de- 
spite a presidential executive order 
to improve safeguards. The judge 
lifted an injunction that banned 
new permits for raw wood imports 
into the US because of the risks of 

invasion by foreign pests and patho- 

gens, Meanwhile/ Ae US has im- 
I posed a ban on wood packaging 
I imports from China due to high } 
rates of invasion by the Asian long- 
bomed beetle. 

Scientists have determined that 
invasive exotic species threaten half 
the imperiled species in the US. 
Exotic species have virtually elimi- 
nated four species of trees. Begin- 
ning immediately, the USDA can 
resume issuing permits for corpora- 
tions to import unprocessed and 
untreated wood products from such 
major forest product producers as 
Siberia, New Zealand, China and 
Chile. Environmental groups are 
calling on the Clinton administra- 
tion to follow through with the 
executive order quickly and imple- 
ment stronger controls to fight in- 
vasions by (;,■ . ies. 


The Dead Zone 

A 7,000-square-mile "dead zone" . 
in the Gulf of Mexico caused by 
fertilizer runoff is getting larger 
Every spring and summer, nif ■ 


Eliver and into 
tire northern GuLf of Mexico. The 
I nutrient-rich waters trigger a bloom 
of algae, which depletes oxygen in 
the water. Most shrimp and fish 
escape to healthier waters, but bot- 
tom dwellers such as worms,' star- 
fish and some single-celled animals 
1 are killed. At the same time, some 
microbes that prefer low oxygen 
explode forming a lloating, waste, 

I cotton-like mass. The average size 
of the dead zone has doubled since I 
1992 and now persists from May 
until October. Some of the nitro- 
,gen dumped into tire 
from natural sources, 
dustrv, but 
lion metric 



March-April 1999 Earth First! Page 23 







ij* i t a j §311* ^ j l^i tl ! 

■ 

K-r;.' 

s p ? i i* & t 1 Ctn I UJk'i I i e jf •« f $m 


a Minuteman 
Weld County, Colorado, 
furled a banner, painted a 
the underground silo's com 
hantthered on the tracks a 
components of the silo, ■< 
waited patiently until they 
pretended by the Air Force 
of beating swords into plov 

/-a m 


tions that have occurred since 1980. 

The two activists, who represented 
themselves in a three-day jury trial in 
November 1998, were found guilty 
of sabotage, conspiracy and destruc- 
tion of government property. The 
maximum penalty for the crimes was 
20 years and a half million dollars in 
fines. Before sentencing the two, Dis- 
trict judge Walker Miller observed 
that the federal sentencing guide- 
lines he is allowed to impose fail to 
recognize "gradations" in the act of 
sabotage. "There is sabotage, and then 
there's sabotage. They didn't put a 
bomb inabomber,” Judge Miller said. 

Daniel was sentenced to 41 months, 
and Sachio to 30 months, which is less 
than the recommended 63 to 97 
months. The court imposed standard 
conditions for the mandatory payment 
of restitution and awarded damages in 
the amount of $21,299.40. 


013 and Daniel Sicken, 28360-01 3, Unit 
A, Federal Detention Center, 9595 West 
Quincy Ave., Littleton, CO 80123. For 
information contact Bill Sulzman, P~ n 
915, ColoradoSprings, CO 80901; ('. 
389-0644; bsulzman@juno.com. 


Fur Trade Fights Itself 

internal battle witfiin the fur trade, 
Britain's fur farmers have decided not 
to oppose a ban on their industry. 
Infighting is likely to ensure a bill 
outlawing fur fanning will become 
law. The British Fur Trade Associa- 
tion, which includes fur processors, 
traders and manufacturers, ft said to 
be furious about the farmers' appar- 
ent change of heart. Maria Eagle, who 
is introducing the bill, said, "One way 
we can judge our society is by how we 
treat other creatures. 1 believe the way 
in which we treat wild animals, 
'farmed' for their fur, is a national 
disgrace. The trade has declined in 
Britain — it is about time it stopped." 

: 

Songbirds Forget Songs 

England's songbirds are forgetting 
how to sing, according to the Royal 
Society for Protection of Birds, which 
blames the deteriorating trait on traf- 
fic noise that interferes with the bir 
ability to hear each other. Pop 
tions of some species, includin 
finches, warblers and orioles, have 
drastically declined because the birds 
no longer learn mating calls. Instead 
of a melodious song, all that some 
birds can manage to emit is a tweet. 

Roadless Program Alert 

tService Chief Mike Dombeck 
g-awaited ban on 
i roadless areas on 
lately, the 18- 
roadless ai 
d makes no 


urceextr 


g, mining, 


tion in any 
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Why Fix the Millennium Bug? 


by Martin Kaufman 

The coming "Millennium Bug," which will cause com- 
puters to mistake the year 2000 for 1900, has been de- 
scribed as a catastrophe in the making. Law firms and 
insurance companies say it will result in an astonishing 
one trillion dollars worth of litigation in the US. Fixing 
government computers alone will cost taxpayers another 
$25 billion. The final expense will probably add up to 
hundreds of trillions internationally, and so government 
and industry have declared war on the millennium bug. 

Sigh. Once again, humans are missing the point. 

The bug is, in fact, a sign, probably sent byjesus, or Buddha, 
or Elvis, or the Hale-Bopp people. Listen to the bug and you'll 
hear it saying, "Come, heedless, vain humans, back with me 
to the only time in history that made any sense." 

1900. 

Bear with me here. What if, instead of fixing the bug, we 
diverted those trillions of dollars to the task of demolish- 
ing modern civilization and reconstructing it in the 
image of the year 1900? Then the computers wouldn't 
need to be reprogrammed. What's more, there would be 
major benefits for all. Think of the jobs that would be 
created doing things like tearing up parking lots and 
turning them back into paradises. Many would relish a 
job bulldozing Wal-Marts and rebuilding the friendly 
mom and pop stores of yesteryear. 

People now stuck in office jobs would enjoy being part of 
a vigorous TV-smashing crew. Legions of idle folks would find 
meaningful work demolishing the highways and turning 
them back into pleasant dirt roads or Indian trails. Others 
could tackle the task of transforming the nation's airports 
into desperately needed wetlands for wildlife. And millions 
could work on the railroads, to bring that preferred mode of 
travel back to the high standards it had in 1900, before the 
conspiracy began to make people dependent on cars. 

Reducing the government to its 1900 size would be 
tough manual labor, but many would gladly pitch in and 
wield a sledge hammer. And thousands of new law enforce- 
ment jobs would be created for the task of imprisoning our 
leaders, who, through their venality and stupidity, have 
brought us to the state where we require the millennium 
bug's guidance. -T 

We could restore our farmlands to their 1900 condition, 
before humans depleted them of natural nutrients and 
saturated them with chemicals. We could build huge 
bonfires to destroy the genetically engineered seeds that 


industry and government are trying to foist on us, and 
replace them with heirloom seeds that grow the kind of 
juicy vegetables your grandpappy told you about. 

We could clean up our water and air, shut down those 
nuclear-reactors-from-hell and transport the waste to the 
front lawns of the nuclear industry barons' mansions. At 
their expense, of course. 

Manuals describing how to make automated teller ma- 
chines, all-terrain vehicles and other horrors would be 
composted and turned into useful fertilizer. Satellite, digi- 
tal and cellular communications would give way to those 
perfectly serviceable old crank telephones so we could have 
wonderfully eccentric busybody switchboard operators 
listening in on our calls instead of the FBI. This would also 
eliminate those satanic voice menu systems! 

Life would be sweet and simple and relaxed. Neighbors 
would know and care about one another. The world would 
once again be covered with dark, mysterious forests and fields 
filled with flowers and honeybees. You could experience the 
deliciousness of getting lost in the wilderness and not stumble 
upon a Mafia-made superhighway in your meanderings. 

We'd make a few improvements to the old 1 900, of course. 
Women would not only vote, they would rule the world. 
Black and indigenous people would be encouraged to use 
their superior wisdom to keep the European "conquer and 
expand" imbecility suppressed forever. Horse-drawn car- 
riages would be outlawed as the slave labor they are, and 
everyone would ride a bike. The KKK would have to be dealt 
with, as would certain unnamed robber barons who would 
want to return us to the appalling conditions of today. 

But, those minor details aside, it would still be 1900. 
People would go for promenades in their Sunday best and 
barbershop quartets would sing "Jeannie with the Light 
Brown Hair" or "Strawberry Blonde" or some other tune- 
ful song about hair fetishes. Schools would teach reason- 
ing and literacy instead of memorization and obedience. 
Children could demonstrate their new sophistication by 
performing amateur Gilbert and Sullivan shows to 
everyone's delight. 

And, after thanking the millennium bug for showing us 
the way, we would, as a final act, destroy it and all the 
computers that house it, and replace them with those 
marvelous quaint old manual typewriters. 

The Millennium Bug is trying to tell us something. Are we 
wise enough to listen? 

Martin Kaufman's computer is for sale. Contact him at 
martinveg@bigfoot.com. 


McDonald s Bites the Big One 


Experts are warning of a new and 
deadly threat to our beleaguered civi- 
lization: the 100GB Bug. As most 
people know, McDonald's signs show 
the number of hamburgers the giant 
chain has sold. That number now 
stands at 99 billion burgers, or 99 
gigaburgers (GB). Within months, or 
even weeks, that number will roll over 
to 100GB. McDonald's signs, how- 
ever, were designed years ago when 
the prospect of selling one hundred 
billion hamburgers seemed unthink- 


ably remote. So the signs have only 
two decimal places. 

This means that, after the sale of the 
100 billionth burger, McDonald's signs 
will read "00 Billion Burgers Sold." 
This, experts predict, will convince 
the public that, in over 30 years, no 
McDonald's hamburgers have ever in 
fact been sold, causing a complete 
collapse of consumer confidence in 
McDonald's products. The ensuing 
catastrophic drop in sales is almost 
certain to force the already-troubled 


company into bankruptcy. This, in 
turn, will push the teetering American 
economy over the brink, which will 
finally complete the total devastation 
of the global economy, ending civili- 
zation as we know it and forcing us all 
to live off of beetles. 

"The people who know — the sign- 
makers — are really scared of 100GB," 
one expert said. "I don't know about 
you, but I'm digging up a copy of The 
Field Guide to North American Insects 
and heading for the hills." 



The Earth Liberation Front's 
New York brigade has claimed 
responsibility for an earth 
night raid in defense of the 
Nyack wetlands in Rockland 
County, New York, during the last 
week in January. 

The ecowarriors sabotaged heavy 
machinery that was destined to scrape away 
and fill in Mother Earth's natural curves so a 
series of $ 100,000-plus homes could be erected on a site 
just northwest of New York City. 

The brigade also removed the survey markers that were 
placed in advance of this latest encroachment into one 
of the last bastions of wilderness remaining within a 20- 
mile radius of NYC. 


The brigade's communique 
said, "These wetlands are an 
important element of the 
regional ecosystem and deserve 
our defense by any means necessary! 

We also act in solidarity with a local 
community which opposes the 
eradication of open spaces... We do not 
view the wage laborers of this site as the enemy. 

They are being economically coerced into this 
destruction... The enemy is the wealthy class who profits 
from the sweat of the worker, the liquidation of community 
power and the destruction of the environment." 

The communique further suggested that burning down 
malls, empowering communities, defending our 
environment and smashing the state are good ideas. 




Mrs. Claws on Vail 

continued from frontpage 

The EF! movement has never made that decision. And even 
if we had, what gives us the right to decide what other groups 
can and cannot do? Would EFlers listen if the Sierra Club set 
down rules for when CD is permissible? In the past CD 
campaigns have occasionally shared the same time and space 
as acts of sabotage. As the ecological crisis intensifies, sabo- 
tage will be more prevalent. Denunciations serve no good. If 
there was a single, unbeatable strategy, wouldn't we be 
winning by now? Wouldn't the redwoods be saved by now? 

4. The fires ruined the opportunity for CD 

The ELF action caused a massive influx of cops from every 

agency as if it was a fire sale at a donut factory. As a result, 
AFR lost the element of surprise, making some blockade 
techniques difficult or impossible. Plans had to be adjusted, 
but a large police presence does not preclude backcountry 
actions. The entire campaign at Sugarloaf in Southern 
Oregon, for example, was carried out with cops as thick as 
flies in a barnyard. Not only did US Forest Service law 
enforcement officers patrol the woods in camouflage, but 
some patiently waited in ambush behind trees. Activists at 
other campaigns have been chased by dogs and helicopters. 
But we always have the advantage of being more fleet of 
foot, more comfortable in the woods and a hell of a lot more 
unpredictable than the cops. 

Even if direct action at Vail's construction site seemed 
unfeasible at the time, this Medusa-like company offered 
many other opportunities for CD. To shy away from CD 
because it might antagonize our neighbors or because the 
setting is unfriendly is to miss the whole point of civil 
disobedience. (Please recall tbe^onditions facing civil rights 
protesters in the South,) paradigm shifts don't happen 
without intense controversy. 

5. Local support the rp#lless area was lost 

This; criticism is valid. But at this stage of the battle, one 

must ask, so what? Environmentalists had already lost in the 
only venue where local opinions count, the vote by the 
county commissioners^ was at all con- 

ceme&abp|t local opposi^n, tt wouidifthave pushed the 
project ahead so aggressively. Vatf Associates cares only 
aboutmafeing money. Because environ mentalists lost in the 
legal %d political arenas), the'|eonomic af&ia is where the 
battle must now be fought. Many local residents, especially 
small business owners, would have event ually defected 
any way once they realized thatthe only way to pressure Vail 
is 
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and the cutting of trees commences, do we condemn those 


put their necks on the line? Blockade 
techniques, no matter how extravagant, can only forestall 
logging for a matter of hours once the police move in. The 
resumption of logging does not mean failure. The effec- 
tiveness of CD is measured by its ability to (1) draw 
attention to the issue, (2) interfere with the orderly work- 
ings of the machine and (3) raise the overall cost of doing 
business. This is equally true for sabotage. The Vail fires 
were remarkably effective when assessed according to 
these criteria. Overnight, people across the country learned 
about the imperiled lynx, that the ski industry is not as 
benign as they previously thought and that Vail Associates 
is up to no good. The nationwide media coverage was 
especially fortuitous considering that Vail Associates' cus- ' 
tomer base extends to the East Coast. If you still wish to cast 


negative judgment on the fires, think about this: We will 
never know how Vail Associates and its customers would've 
responded if local environmentalists had kept the message 
focused on the lynx and the Two Elk Roadless Area during 
the media circus that ensued. Vail Associates would have 
felt much greater pressure if spokespeople from the Sierra 
Club, The Wilderness Society and AFR had stuck to the 
issue instead of playing the power-politics game of con- 
demning another group to make their own group more 
respectable. Furthermore, these groups squandered a golden 
opportunity by not being proactive and using all this 
media attention to call for a boycott of Vail Associates. 

8. The ELF put more visible activists at risk 

The ELF did no such thing. We legitimize government 

repression and abuse of power by thinking in these terms. It 
is the government that uses grand juries and federal agents 
to harass and intimidate. The government basically sends 
the message, "Nobody step out of line or we're going to hurt 
innocent people. " This is terrorism by the state. Grand juries 
in their political incarnation are the kinder, gentler equiva- 
lent of random police beatings or government death squads. 
The severity is different, but the purpose is the same: to 
instill fear and mistrust and to disrupt all forms of resistance. 
We must never accept the myth that we are responsible for 
"bringing down" repression upon ourselves or others. 

9. Arson is dangerous 


'')iti® i n^ffii(^|Sivil disobedience if^uesigie^o 
i&tpSput public relations, to tqrn awriy customers. i e: 


^§f&Jhave -been reluctant to initiate a ;fiill-scale in 
fpll^^^ifthortco mingsof a sl ffl jrythat 
jport as being all-important. ("If you call 
ifeatiM^ na^tf aon'thave people mad at 
you, then you're not doing you're job."— Helen: Caldicott) 

6. The ELF attack should've occurred else- 
where on the mountain 

The ELF attacked targets that clearly inflicted the maxi- 
mum economic damage. The attack at the heart of Vail 
Associates' operations made it impossible for anyone to visit 
the ski resort without knowing about the controversy. The 
author of "Thoughtful Radicalism Revisited" in thelast issue 
of the Journal argues that it would've been more appropriate 
to monkeywrench bulldozers in the project area. The author 
fails to see that both media and tourists would s have over- 
looked a few decommissioned bulldozers. Such an action 
would have been misdirected at a third-party, small-time 
contractor arid would've truly interfered with AFR’s plans. 
Instead, the fires of October 18 kept both a physical and a 
strategic distance from AFR's sphere of activity. 

7. The ELF action didn't stop the logging so it 
was ineffective and unjustified 

This is a bizarre assessment coming from forest activists. 
When treesifs, tripods and barrel lockdowns are removed 


ings for animals and humans prior to setting fires. The ELF 
presumably shares this: concernSffhe ELF activists discov- 
ered Neil Sebso, a hunter, sleeping inside thri|reSfrbbm. 
This was the only structure in the area that was not burned 
down. Snow on the ground, a lack of winds and the 
pernicious practicte of?rfmoving trees in ski areas ensured 
that the fires did not spread. If nobody is inside a burning 
building, nobody can get njuit. Firefighters cari easily 
differentiate an arson fire from an accidental fire and as a 
rule will not enter a structure to fight an arson fire. The risk 
to firefighters is negligible. There is a greater chance of 
injury when police officers have to carry limp protesters. 
10. Property destruction is violent { 1 j 

Discussions about vidieifcie must encompass scalriJ^iMr 
everyday actions as using profanity and raising one's voice 
can be considered "violent "on some level. But this is not the 
same as institutional violence where animals are confined 
to cages for their entire lives, where people are homeless 
while others build mansions and where corporations are 
allowed to decimate entire. species for profit. Against this 
backdrop, property destruction is just and entirely nonvio- 
rit. To argue otherwise is to. belittle the very real suffering 
inflicted daily by institutional violence, | very 

beginning EF1 was different from other environmental groups 
because property destruction was accepted as an important 
toolin the toolbox. Insofloiftg,EF! enlarged the debate.Not 
everyone in EF! chooses to use this tool, but those who 
condemn monkeywrenching are in the wrong movement. 

ELF took credit for the fires lit by 

Km 

A little investigative journalism easily dispels this myth. 
The media reported eight fires. The ELF communique was 
more specific, claiming five buildirigs and fotxr lifts were 
"reduced to ashes." This information was correct, was not 
in any news stories and could only have come from first 
hand knowledge. (The control booth for one lift adjoined 
the first aid hut — both were destroyed in a single blaze.) 
The ELF statement was sent anonymously through email. 
All the websites that perform this service use a random but 
significant time delay to maintain anonymity. This means 
the ELF statement was mailed as much as 48 hours earlier 
than it was received, possibly before any news stories were 
even printed. A delay in the communique is consistent 
with other North American ELF actions and is undoubt- 
edly the result of security precautions. 

1 2 . The FBI set the fires and sent the communique 


Some people have been watching too many X-Files epi- 
sodes. It's ludicrous to think the FBI would do $12 million 
worth,.pf3ftpi^g. e to a private company. And this is not just 
any company, but the most prominent one in the ski 
industry, in the center of a state that defines its identity 
around skiing. And for what purpose? To discredit a small 
group of environmentalists who have yet to "win" any- 
thing? Is the FBI a&yfetdl^the other ELF actions? In less 
than two years there have been at least four other arson 
attacks claimed by ELF in the western US. All resulted in 
complete destruction of the targets. 

As you can see, there is a Jot of elfin' magic afoot on this 
continent You can blame the FBI if you like or you can 
blame the Brits for letting it escape from the Old Country, 
but Earth First! had best get used to the secretive, mischie- 
vous, no compromise ways of the elves. 
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Swimmers Disarm Sub 

In mid-February, two peace activists 
from the Aldermaston Women's Group 
disarmed a new British Trident subma- 
rine to prevent it from leaving its dock. 
The women swam 300 metres in near 
freezing conditions in the dark to the 
Vickers dockyard at Barrow, England, 
to reach the HMS Vengeance. Armed 
with hammers, chisels, crowbars, 
screwdrivers and paint. The women 
then climbed around the submarine 
and dismantled radio equipment used 
to launch nuclear weapons. 

This is the second disarmament ac- 
tion at Barrow since August 1998 and 
the third swimming action in the UK. 
The women hold that there is an immi- 
nent threat of a nuclear conflict and 
that they had no alternative but to 
prevent a new vehicle for these weap- 
ons of mass destruction from being 
tested. They felt immediate direct ac- 
tion was necessary. Both were arrested 
and are being held in police custody. 
Rachel Wenham, one of the peace ac- 
tivists arrested, stated, "As a citizen of 
the world, I have upheld the Nuremberg 
Principles in acting to prevent the crime 
of mass murder from being threatened 
and committed." A single Trident war- 
head is eight times more powerful than 
ones detonated over the cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Action to End Vivisection 

A coalition of activists from Big Woods 
EF! and Direct Action for Animals 
(DA4A), a new animal liberation group 
based in Minneapolis, staged a series of 
actions against vivisection during the 
week of February 15-22. Students and 
others held five days of sidewalk vigils 
outside Moos Tower on the University 
of Minnesota campus, gathering signa- 
tures for a petition to end the primate 
research conducted inside. 

Later in the week, six activists occu- 
pied the office of vivisectionist Marilyn 
Carroll, forming two kryptonite octopi 
by lodung themselves to one another 
with bike locks. The following day a 
climber repelled off the 20-story build- 
ing, trailing a banner that read, "Stop 
Primate Research." Although police and 
vivisectionists almost reached through 
windows to severthe banner and confis- 
cate the climber's water supply and ra- 
dio, he pledged to remain until a list of 
demands was met, including the imple- 
mentation of a plan to phase out vivi- 
section and dissection by 2001 . Also on 
DA4A's list of demands was a call for any 
university vivisectionist to publicly de- 
bate former animal researcher and cur- 
rent anti-vivisection activist Dr. Ray 
Greek. None accepted the challenge. 

Olympians Shit on Shell 

On January 25, a group of con- 
cerned citizens occupied a Shell ser- 
vice station in Olympia, Washing- 
ton. After four people climbed onto 
the roof and deployed banners, they 
were promptly joined by marchers 
who began distributing Shell boy- 
cott literature to potential custom- 
ers. After the climbers refused police 
requests to come down, a fire truck 
was summoned and the four were 
taken into custody. 

The occupation was a response to 
the emergency situation unfolding in 
the Niger River Delta. Presently 10- 
15,000 soldiers are occupying the 
delta, sent by Nigeria's military gov- 
ernment at the urging of Shell and 
other oil companies financially in- 
vested in the region. Peaceful protests 
by the local inhabitants, decrying the 
theft of their lands and subsequent 
ecological devastation, have been bru- 
tally repressed. Troops have opened 
fire on crowds of unarmed civilians^ 
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Sunning and Strategizing in Sonora* 


This year's EF! Organizers Conference and Winter 
Fiesta took place on the beach along the upper Gulf 
of California near Puerto Penasco, Mexico. The 
weather was great with warm, breezy, sunny days 
and cool clear nights. 

Before the conference began, a hike to com- 
memorate the 19th anniversary of Earth First! took 
place at the Pinacate biosphere reserve, just south 
of the boarder. The desert enthusiasts trekked about 
the maroon lava flows, explored dark caves and 
otherwise frolicked in the sun-baked ancient 
Sonoran ecosystem. During the hike up El Pinacate, 
some people were attacked by cholla cacti, but 15 
of us gathered on the rounded rocky summit none- 
theless, looking across at our friends perched on 
the false summit (just like Dave and the boys on the 
day Earth First! was founded). 

The conference began with a welcome, finalization 
of the agenda and many announcements about cur- 
rent EF! campaigns nationwide. 

There were discussions of big events and issues 
that had taken place in the past year: the Vail fire, 
media, long-term strategy, safety, infiltration, the 
next Round River Rendezvous (probably in the Gila 
Mountains of New Mexico, June 21-28), the EF! Jour- 
nal and the Organizers Conference structure. Work- 
shops included: Y2K, pepper spray counter strategies, 
urban activism, genetics, encryption and security. 

EF!'s media response to national and international 
events such as Gypsy's killing and Vail was discussed 
in detail. The discussion of Gypsy began with a mo- 
ment of silence and recognition. The heart of the 
discussion was that Gypsy's murder was by no means 
an isolated incident. Violence against forest activists is 
on the rise. 

The Earth First! Journal staff gave a presentation 
and introduced the new members of the collective. 
There is a color merchandise catalog coming out 
soon, and a subscription boosting program is under- 
way. There was mention of dividing the Journal into 
two different publications. One would be an Earth 
First! action newsletter and, the Journal would ex- 
clusively become an outreach tool. The web page 
has been improved and is getting an increasing 
number of viewers. The Journal staff encouraged 


everyone to submit articles and art work. 

A subgroup worked on national and 
bioregional media ideas over the week- 
end. It brought a proposal to the larger 
group to put together a list of contacts 
that will be available when a national 
story breaks. The contacts can direct the 
press to the appropriate bioregion or get 
in touch with one another to send state- 
ments in a timely manner. The contacts 
would rotate, and autonomous groups 
would pick their own people to interact 
with the media. This does not replace local contacts 
and is only for national issues. Media contacts 
should speak only for themselves and not for the EF! 
movement. This idea was consensed upon by those 
attending the conference. 

The need for media trainings and the possibility 
of having a media/information collective was dis- 
cussed. The media group will present another pro- 
posal at the Rendezvous. Other aspects of the 
media discussion focused on how to get positive 
and accurate information out to the media. 

An open letter on political division within the 
movement was consented upon by all those attend- 
ing the conference (see side bar). 

To increase safety awareness, the group decided to 
compile reports of action accidents (and near acci- 
dents) that have occurred throughout our 
movement's history of direct action. Send descrip- 
tions to Accident Reports, POB 51564, Eugene, OR 
97405; accidentreports@mailcity.com. Please in- 
clude a way to contact you for follow-up questions. 

A few ideas about improving the Organizers Con- 
ference included adding an extra day, making it 
similar to UK-style conferences, giving up on the late 
night stuff and less emphasis on alcohol. All in all, 
everyone agreed that it was a great conference! The 
closing circle was concluded by holding hands, howl- 
ing and a quick group game of Red Rover. 

It was great to see old friends and make new ones. 
The evening gatherings around the fire and espe- 
cially the Saturday night fiesta with four gallons of 
margaritas and drunken pagan debauchery was great. 
See you next year! 



On top of Pinacate, 20 years later (actually 19!) 


M iners and Enviros Unite Against ike 

Cananea Mine 



Formerly the Sonoran Desert, now the Cananea mine 


by Daniel Patterson and Chris Ford 

Mexican miners in a struggle against the largest 
multinational copper mining corporation in 
Mexico, Grupo Mexico, were recently joined by a 
coalition of activists from Tucson Earth First!, the 
Southwest Center for Biological Diversity, the 
Global Economy Project and Arizona labor unions. 

The miners began a strike after the corporation 
announced its intention to fire all 135 of its 
environmental workers, who make sure the mine's 
toxic run-off and tailings ponds do not spill over 
into the Rio Sonora, the primary water source for 
the people and wildlife in the desert state of 
Sonora, Mexico. 

Some of the miners were scheduled to meet with 
EF! activists attending the recent Organizers Con- 
ference in Puerto Penasco on the night of Febru- 
ary 12. But that morning, union leadership an- 
nounced it had signed an agreement that allowed 
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for the elimination of the environ- 
mental positions and the immediate 
firing of almost 200 workers for their 
labor union activities. The miners in- 
1 volved in the coalition decided to take 
!• to the streets of Cananea to "express 
| their dissatisfaction." 

=■ The activist miners took control of 
| the town center, blockaded roads and 
^ occupied the mayor's office to protest 
the agreement. Because of their radi- 
cal stance, local labor leaders have 
suffered intense harassment by mine 
operators, local police and the Mexican army. The 
houses of several union leaders have been broken 
into by federal police, and their families have 
been threatened with violence and death. (Oddly 
enough, a strike at the same mine sparked the 
Mexican Revolution in 1906). 

EF! Organizers Conference participants did get a 
chance to meet with some of the miners at a rally 
held four days later at the headquarters of AS ARCO 
(part owner of Grupo Mexico and a worldwide 
mining kingpin) in Tucson. When ASARCO got 
word of the demo endorsed by EF!, the AFL-CIO, 
the Southwest Center for Biological Diversity, 
Derechos Humanos, the Southern Arizona Cen- 
tral Labor Council and the Sierra Club Rincon 
chapter, it closed for the day. 

The miners have repeatedly stated they need 
supporters in the US and abroad. The Mina de 
Cananea is an environmental catastrophe lurking 
on the banks of the Rio Sonora, and the efforts to 


Can’t We Just Ah Get Along? 

An open letter on political division within 
Earth First!: 

The intention of this communication is to 
move beyond the long-standing tension be- 
tween those who have chosen to renounce sabo- 
tage in their own campaigns and the rest of the 
EF! movement. 


-:U 
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The national EF! movement, as represented by 
those who attended the Organizers Conference 
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ern California have been making personal at- 
tacks on the EF! Journal staff and other activists. 
Not only is this insulting and divisive, but it is a 
clear violation of your own nonviolence code. 
We ask you to end this now., 

2.) The EF! movement has included sabotage 
in its toolbox of resistance since day one and 
that will not change. Yet, for a decade, a few 
people have tried to force their own philosophy 
on the entire movement. This behavior has 
caused tremendous alienation between EF! ac- 
tivists and is counterproductive to our common 
struggle. Autonomous groups have the right to 
define their own strategy of tactics, but they 
must accept that other groups will exercise the 
same freedom and that no one person or cam- 
paign can speak for the movement as a whole. 

If a group so strongly objects to one of the root 
elements of the international movement's phi- 
losophy, then perhaps that group should change 
its name instead of expecting the rest of us to 
change our ways. The real debate within EF! 
should not be whether sabotage is acceptable 
but when it is appropriate and effective. 

Consensed upon by 75 EF! Organizers Conference 
participants (with one stand-aside) on February IS, 
1999, at the Gulf of California, Sonora, Mexico. 

i 
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stop the environmental devastation and force 
Grupo Mexico to restore a badly scarred landscape 
need our voice. 

The coalition is committed to working in soli- 
darity with the Mexican activists. The goal is to 
put the corporate executives on notice. They now 
face a strong and savvy new alliance against ex- 
ploitation of workers and the land along the 
Southwestern borderlands. After all, we are fight- 
ing against the same enemy — multinational cor- 
porate greed and unsustainable, boom-and-bust 
abuse of both workers and nature. 

Contact the Mexican government and demand 
that it enforces existing environmental laws re- 
quiring Grupo Mexico to clean up its Cananea 
mine. Write to Ernesto Zedillo, President of Mexico, 
c/o Carlos A. Torres Garcia, Mexican Consul-Tuc- 
son, 553 S. Stone Ave., Tucson, Arizona 85701; 
(520) 882-5595; fax 882-8959. Contact Grupo 
Mexico's US operations office at Minera Mexico, 
Gary Miller, general manager, 712 5th Ave., 39th 
floor, New York, NY 10019; (212) 459-0120. 

For more information on Arizona borderlands 
ecological and labor issues contact Daniel Patterson 
at the Southwest Center for Biological Diversity, 
POB 710, Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 623-5252, ext. 
307; dpatterson@sw-center.org or Chris Ford at 
Tucson Earth First!, POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722; 
(520) 623-7306 (box 3); chrisfordl@hotmail.com. 
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Listen, Hippies! 

A Review of Pacifism as Pathology " ^ 


of the anarchists of revolutionary Spain or the autono- 
mous movements that rocked western Europe in 
recent decades. He is also surprisingly uncritical of the 
authoritarianism and misogyny that was present in 
many of the groups he describes. It is also important 
to note that many of the political prisoners that he 


REVIEWED BY ERROL SCHWEIZER 

"In order to be effective and ulti- 
mately successful, any revolutionary 
movement within advanced capitalist 
nations must develop the broadest pos- 
sible range of thinking/action by which 
to confront the state. " 

— Ward Churchill, Pacifism as 
Pathology 

Mythology plays a powerful role 
in maintaining the dominant cul- 
tural and economic institutions in 
any society. Many of us were taught 
watered-down accounts of opposi- 
tional movements in this country, 
such as the flower-power counter- 
culture of the 1960s. But we were 
never told about Robert Williams, 
the League of Revolutionary Black 
Workers or Los Macheteros. And ref- 
erences to Dylcia Pagan, Sylvia 



practice and recognize dedicates the book to have renounced Marxist- 
the necessary tactics to Leninism in favor of anarchism, a trend that mirrors 
effect social change. It the current irrelevance of authoritarian leftism, 
will also be a reminder Pacifism as Pathology does an excellent job of 
that the ruling elite will expanding radical thought past the current con- 
not be won over by fines of acceptability on the left. As a cautionary 
anyone's "love" or note, former political prisoner Ed Mead warns in the 
good feelings, as some preface that his own armed actions and those of his 
luminaries have re- comrades were premature, a lesson that should be 
cently suggested. well studied by today's radicals. But the overall 

One unfortunate message of the book is a warning against pacifying 
flaw in Churchill's ourselves, a suicidal move in a very violent world 
analysis is his own ideo- that suppresses change and dissent. Pacifism as 
logical blinders. Like Pathology is an excellent way to survey the successes 
Marx, he denies he is a and mistakes of other radical formations. It is also a 
Marxist, yet most of the raucous wake-up call for eco-radicals — not only 
revolutionary forma- should we take grassroots outreach and community 
tions he describes are organizing as seriously as ever so that we do not 
Marxist-Leninist or isolate ourselves, but we should no longer mytholo- 
Maoist in character, gize radical history, nor handcuff ourselves to an 
Little mention is heard ahistorical, stagnant set of beliefs. 


Baraldini or Kuwasi Balagoon are 
usually mentioned in the context of their imprison- 
ment, not their ideology or tactics. 

It is a sad state of radical politics in America when 
the dominant ideology of the "opposition" reca- 
pitulates this same revisionist history. But as Ward 
Churchill points out in his controversial polemic, 
the pacifist ideological hegemony of the left has 
deleted or ignored a great deal of vital history that 
could influence the way activists think and orga- 
nize. Originally published well over a decade ago, 
Pacifism as Pathology adeptly dismantles the myths 
that sustain a "loyal opposition" working comfort- 
ably within the neoliberal democracy. An unrelent- 
ing attack on the class, cultural and skin-colored 
privileges of strategic nonviolence, Pacifism as Pa- 
thology also fills in the historical blanks that both 
capitalist and pacifist mythology leave out. 

Lor instance, while Martin Luther King is glorified 
by many pacifists, Churchill reminds the reader 
about the indelible contributions of El Haj Malik El- 
Shabazz (Malcolm X) and Assata Shakur, two revo- 
lutionaries who did not follow a code of nonviolence. 


gun s, germs and steel 


REVIEWED BY TK 

"... Some parts of the world developed literate indus- 
trial societies with metal tools, other parts developed 
only non-literate farming societies... Those historical 
inequalities have cast long shadows over the modern 
world because the literate societies have conquered or 
exterminated the other societies. While those differences 
constitute the most basic fact of world history, the 
reasons for them remain uncertain and controversial."' 

— Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs and Steel 

Guns, Germs and Steel sets out to prove the follow- 
ing thesis: A detailed account of why wealth and 
power are distributed as they are today across the 
globe can be obtained by studying the natural history 
of hum an societies. This compelling theoretical model 
of human evolution is known as "geographic deter- 
minism," and this cogent and exhaustive argument 
for it won the Pulitzer Prize for nonfiction in 1997. 


fied, economically complex, technologically inno- 
vative societies." Anyone who thinks "Back to the 
Pleistocene" is more than just a cool slogan will 
appreciate this book for its adept use of the scientific 
paradigm to support the radical contention that we 
humans took a wrong turn at sedentary agriculture. 

This leads into the discussion of how knowledge is 
power and how the most powerful form of knowl- 
edge is technological knowledge, which Diamond 
calls "the leading cause of history's broadest pat- 
tern." He describes technological innovation as an 
"autocatalytic" process, or "one that speeds up at a 
rate that increases with time because the process 
catalyzes itself." How this process leads directly to 
more and more intricate and hierarchical forms of 
social organization (and more state power and con- 
trol) is the focus of the chapter entitled, "From 
Egalitarianism to Kleptocracy." Diamond points out 
the only truly egalitarian societies in human history 


Churchill points out that many "nonviolent" lead- 
ers were quick to capitalize on the struggles of armed 
militants. Another hypocrisy is the "solidarity" that 
pacifist groups performed for Third World libera- 
tion struggles. While hundreds of thousands of 
people in Vietnam, El Salvador and Nicaragua were 
getting napalmed, cluster bombed and gang-raped 
by our fellow Americans, nonviolent radicals felt it 
adequate to hold candlelight vigils, perform various 
symbolic actions and get home in time for a vegan/ 
macrobiotic dinner. 

Churchill also puts nonviolent, anti-systemic 
struggles in their historical context. While Gandhi 
was eventually successful in freeing India from 
British colonialism, this would not have been pos- 
sible without the extreme damage done to the 
British empire by two world wars, as well as the 
confrontational tactics of various anarchist and 
socialist militants. The most stinging critique of 
pacifism is how it allows a business as usual attitude. 
Churchill relates this to the way that six million 
European Jews were exterminated in Nazi Germany. 
He points out that during the few instances of 
armed Jewish resistance, such as the legendary 
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, the Nazi war machine was 
quite shaken. The ideas that Churchill presents here 
are very relevant today considering how eco-cide 
and genocide are now very real, while many college 
educated progressives look for upward mobility in 
the "nonprofit" sector of corporate capitalism. 

While dismantling the fallacies of pacifist ideology, 
Churchill offers some suggestions geared towards 
building a coherent praxis, an agenda based on the 
dialectical relationship between theory and action. 
Perhaps the most appropriate suggestion is what he 
calls "Reality Therapy," where supposed radicals have 
to experience what daily life is like for a resident of 
Harlem, Compton or the highlands of Guatemala. 
This way, an activist will put his/her beliefs into 


Evolutionary biologist Jared Diamond begins by 
reciting what is known about the first six-million 
years of human evolution in Africa, then segues into 
a description of what he calls "The Great Leap 
Forward," which occurred 50,000 years ago when, 
"modern skeletons, superior weapons and other 
advanced cultural traits" appeared. But most of the 
book is about the (r)evolutionary step for humanity 
which occurred 10,000 years ago with the advent of 
plant and animal domestication. 

Diamond argues that plant ecology best explains 
why, after a few million years of living exclusively as 
hunter-gatherers, so many populations across the 
globe became farmers. Certain species of wild plants 
readily lent themselves to this new human project. 
Why domestication did not develop in a few areas, 
especially California and Australia, he calls "perplex- 
ing, " but concludes the Pacific Coast was so fertile, all 
basic needs were easily met in a hunter-gatherer 
lifestyle. This begs the question, however, of the role 
of the culturally determined definition of "needs" — 
a big omission in the context of this work. Human 
agency plays very little role in the Guns, Germs and 
Steel model of human evolution, and the proposition 
that there may have always been critics of civiliza- 
tion among us doesn't occur to Diamond. (Person- 
ally, I prefer to think generations of hunter-gatherers 
consciously rejected domestication, chose to con- 
tinue lifeways in harmony with wild nature and 
understood the inevitability of the rise and fall of 
civilizations long before Western intellectuals did.) 

For Diamond, understanding the origin and influ- 
ence of domestication is absolutely critical to un- 
derstanding the contem porary distribution of wealth 
and power. He writes: "In short, plant and animal 
domestication meant much more food and hence 
much denser human populations. The resulting 
food surpluses... were a prerequisite for the develop- 
ment of settled, politically centralized, socially strati- 


were the low-tech bands and tribes of hunter-gath- 
ers. Chiefdoms and states, which emerged only after 
the practice of agriculture began, are all, by defini- 
tion, unabashed hierarchical kleptocracies. 

In light of this fact, Diamond ponders a very salient 
question about humanity's role in guiding its own 
future, asking, "Why do the commoners tolerate the 
transfer of the fruits of their hard labor to kleptocrats? " 
He answers his own question by analyzing the typical 
recipe used by elites to achieve and maintain social 
control: "1) Disarm the populace, and arm the elite... 
2) Make the masses happy by redistributing much of 
the tribute received, in popular ways... 3) Use the 
monopoly of force to promote happiness, by main- 
taining public order and curbing violence... 4) ...con- 
struct an ideology or religion justifying kleptocracy." 
The final chapters are then devoted to an impressive 
geographical tour tracing the rise, diffusion and 
eventual dominance of the state-level kleptocracies 
of Europe, America and Asia. 

Diamond's summation of how the superpowers 
got where they are today goes like this: 

The unique ecology of their bioregions enabled 
antecedents of these cultures to develop agriculture, 
guns, germs, steel and other complex technologies 
first. These societies contrived the political will to 
use innovation to successfully conquer and subju- 
gate peaceful, primitive neighbors. Once the territo- 
ries had been seized, usually by the violent use of 
force, nature's abundance was efficiently exploited 
to appease the elite's avaricious lust for expansion 
and control. 

As for the fall of civilizations, Diamond points out 
that the Fertile Crescent cultures of the Middle East 
actually had the head start on food production 
10,000 years ago. Yet, "(they) had the misfortune to 
arise in an ecologically fragile environment. They 
committed ecological suicide by destroying their 
own resource base." 
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continued from page 3 
Dear Earth First!, 

Hello! My name is Alicia. And 
I'm 20 years old. I'm part of a 
group that tries to make people 
aware of the damage that big 
companies cause to the environ- 
ment and the people living there 
and also of the benefits of ani- 
mal liberation (also that we have 
no right to kill them). We have a 
"fanzines-fair." We go to a park 
once a week and also go to con- 
certs when we're invited to. There 
we try to divulge our ideas and 
interests (ecology, animal libera- 
tion and anarchism). Neverthe- 
less, not many people understand 
what we do, most persons who 
come to the "fair" are young 
people who already know what 
we're talking about. Adults don't 
seem to care about what we say 
and they're reluctant to change 
their minds. 

There is a McDonald's in our 
town. At the fair we have posters 
which show the damages 
McDonald's cause to the envi- 
ronment and how they exploit 
its workers. Because of what 
McDonald's really is (and not 
what they say they are). We or- 
ganized a direct action last Octo- 
ber 16. We painted bus stops 
with phrases against McDonald's 
and delivered leaflets. We also 
threw hydrocarbons in the toi- 
lets (these sent off an awful 
smell). Anyway, I don't think 
we've caused much damage to 
this company. Another day, some 
boys in the group were painting 
a phrase against McD and they 
were caught by the police. Luck- 
ily, they were retained at the 
police station for some hours and 
then they were sent free. But 
since that day we have to be 
more careful with what we do. 

Information at the "fanzines 
fair" doesn't seem to be enough 
to inform people in general, 
that's why we recur to direct ac- 
tions. But we don't know how to 
do it very well. That's why I'm 
writing to you, to ask you for 
information about direct actions 
and the precautions we should 
take. One boy in the group knows 
a lot of chemistry and he could 
help us or guide us with the ac- 
tions. Well, I hope to receive an 
answer from you soon. 

Best Wishes, 

— Alicia 

Feria de Material Independiente, 
Casilla De Correo #94, Campana 
CP (2804), BS AS, 
Argentina 


security equipment for police 
stations each year! So last year I 
walked into a police station yard 
and stole one of their vehicles! I 
had the car for two weeks! 

When I was going to court they 
tried to cover the fact of how I 
stole the car (to cover their ass). 
They said that if I took a plea for 
2 1/2 years, it would be cool (so 
they could bury it). If I went to 
trial and made a big deal about it 
(like going to the papers and news 
media), they would try to give 
me 14 years! So now I sit doing 2 
1/2 years. Sometimes I regret it, 
but those are years of my life they 
were talking about. 

Even though I'm doing this 
time it hasn't touched my anar- 
chistic views at all. There is way 
too much power now in our sys- 
tem of law. When our political 
leaders stop violating our amend- 
ment rights, then maybe I won't 
go to such extremes. 

Julia (Butterfly) seems to think 
that I should channel my fire 
into more public demonstrations 
of protest. I believe that in either 
case the effectiveness will be over 
heard above the consumeristic, 
corporate, oppressive and de- 
structive society. 

Julia also said something about 
your Journal. Do you think I could 
check out a sample issue? Well 
that's about it for now. 

Love and Respect, 

— Allen Moller #80432, 
A.S.P.C.-Eyman-SMU-I, POB 
4000, Florence, AZ 85232 

Dear EF!, 

Listening to all that partisan 
bickering in the last SFB section 
makes me want to gag'. Shut the 
hell up\ Lets move on and heal 
our wounds. Solidarity to all my 
dirty brothers and sisters, with 
special thanks to the Journal staff 
for their very important work. 

— Dr. GRAF E.T. 1999 voice of 
the poor 

On the Vail arson, 

I accept the fire of love and rage. 

Beyond freedom lies the responsi- 
bility of Death. 

To destroy arrogant madness 

while building up a garden to 
bloom and fruit. 

Society is fueling itself against 
natural death and decomposition. 

It is full of sickness, its institu- 
tions and traditions hollow with rot. 

Civilization as we have itmustdie. 

How many dis-eases must we 
endure? 

Rapes, oil spills, police and war 

Cancers' pollution and the 
prison door. 

How long before letting the 
patient die, 

c o n - 


Greeting's 
friends, 

I received your ad- 
dress from Julia Hill (But- 
terfly) who is one of the 
luckier ones who is 
smart enough to make 
her protest against 
"Big Brother" not as 
radical as mine. I'm 
writing you this from 
a maximum security 
dungeon in Arizona. I'm 
currently doing a 2 1 /2 year 
sentence for stealing a DPS 
(Department of Public Safety) 
police car. I stole the car as a 
statement against thousands of 
dollars that are being spent on 


defend the Earth. I ask AFR people 
to take heart and not let their 
sudden experience with the po- 
lice state and a knee-jerk public 
stop them from rolling with the 
changes and going forward. I ask 
them also to realize that when 
someone with access to media 
says they'd rather see the Wild 
destroyed than property dam- 
aged, they are cutting people off 
at the knees (necks?). 

P.P.S. The EF!J is better than 1 
ever knew. Keep on! 

Dear EF!, 

Troyisright, "fighting for peace 
is like fucking for virginity," and 
she'd be a bit more at home with 
the Rainbow family. There are 
however, a number of people who 
believe its about fighting for the 
Earth, not peace. Peace is good if 
you can get it. But first things 
first. No Earth, no peace. 

The brave souls in lockdown 
enduring the cowardly acts of 
the police and frustrated loggers 
need to stop being "chumps for 
stumps" immediately in the lo- 
cales where such behavior has 
become habitual. Make the cow- 
ards wish you were still peace- 
fully resisting. 

When in the public arena and 
asked: "Who do you represent?," 
you just might find responding: 
"myself," to be more empower- 
ing. If the EF! Journal wants to 
cover the event, fine. I person- 
ally would rather have someone 
tell me they love me rather than 
"Jesus loves you" (no offense to 
Jesus). At any rate this could pre- 
vent individuals from absorbing 
the wrath that being labeled Earth 
First! might evoke. After all, we 
are just ourselves, aren’t we? 

For the more private of us: He 
who fights and runs away, leaves/ 
lives to fight another day. I love 
peace, and it grieves me to tell 
the Butterflies that there is a war 
going on and has been for a very 
long time. It's coming to a head 
now. It started when a faction of 
humanity, slowly at first, devel- 
oped a need to control every- 
thing. With their sites on the 
universe and the Earth as a dis- 
posable commodity, all life forms 
are expendable except those to 
be fed on, enslaved or for amuse- 
ment. And your job is to be a 
hamster running around in a 
wheel going nowhere but mak- 
ing the whole thing turn, allow- 
ing the vision to be possible. You/ 
us being the equivalent of a fac- 
tory cow. And should you browse 
on some plant that might allow 
you to revert back to your bison 
heritage... well you can run on 
your wheel in prison just as well, 
as far as "they" are concerned. 

Being loving, passive and 
peaceful 
can 



him it's over, 

prying his boney hands off our 
throats... 

the pyre — the sun's fire waits. 
For the Earth and Her People, 

— BATPISS 

P.S. I want to thank ELF and 
AFR for everything they do to 


only 

have marginal success in cultures 
trapped in the "big lie." The driv- 
ing force, or the vacuum in the 
center, is attempting to be god, 
but ya know, "they" can't do it. 


They're just way too tacky. But 
they can and will bring down the 
Earth in their pursuit if we 
don't stop them! 

Sincerely, 

— Corry E. Mason 



Dear SFB, 

Let me see if 1 got the facts 
straight. After publishing the in- 
structions on how to make an 
incendiary device in your Yule 
edition no lives have been 
harmed. And your readers are 
enraged. But during that same 
period, the US government has 
dropped hundreds of incendiary 
devices on Iraqi men, women 
and children. And your readers 
are silent. Darryl, I don't think 
we really want to know what our 
elders and ancestors are thinking 
on this one. 

Signed, 

— Bob Berman 

Dear Schist Ordains, 

For years and years I've 
avoided the endless posturing 
and debate in these pages about 
tree-spiking, nonviolence and 
the lot. However, this recent 
spate of verbosity has finally 
pushed me over the edge and 
onto the page. Why? Because 
now, more than ever, time is 
short. Remember the World Sci- 
entist Warning to Humanity re- 
leased back in 1992? It stated: 

no more than one or a few 
decades remain before the 
chance to avert the threats we 


now confront will be lost and 
the prospects for humanity (and 
the rest of creation) are immea- 
surably diminished." And re- 
cently, at the international cli- 
mate conference in Buenos Aires, 
members of Britain's Hadley 
Centre for Climate Change re- 
leased a climatic disruption sce- 
nario generated from the largest 
supercomputer in the world. It 
is referred to as "Humanities 
Greatest Challenge." It is not 
pretty. It calls for our immediate 
attention. I could go on, but I'm 
sure you get my point. 

The sorry-ass rhetoric posing 
as debate on tactics in these pages 
serves no real purpose other than 
to divide us. There is a marked 
difference between critiquing an 
action and condemning an ac- 
tion. The latter is hostile and 
divisive, something we might 
wish to reserve for enemies of the 
Earth. The fore is useful and 
might lead toward better strate- 
gies and tactics in the future. 
Perhaps Earth First! sees less of 
the latter in the UK because, 
over there, "civilization" has 
existed for a longer time (the 
definition of civilization in this 
case having emphasis on "civil"). 
But here on Turtle Island, espe- 
cially west of the Mississippi in 
the wild and woolly West, even 
the tree huggers seem to shoot 
from the hip. It's more heat than 
light, however. 

Some high-profile warriors (one 
of whom seems so puffed up with 
self-importance as to cloud his vi- 
sion, not to mention his common 
decency) have erred into condem- 
nation when contemplation is 
called for. And some lofty peaceful 
warriors have confused dissatis- 
faction with disassodation, follow- 
ing the high road to the land of 
polarization. On the other hand, 
some of the more militant war- 
riors have mistaken our commonly 
held motto with uncommon bra- 
vado. Things are degenerating. 

In short, time is short. If one is 
going to make the now tiresome 
statement that "we must use ev- 
ery tool in the box," then one 
must respect another who uses 
such a tool, though seemingly in 
a poorly thought-out manner. 
You can disagree with the tactic 
without slamming the individual 
or individuals. We call this civil- 
ity — better yet, solidarity. It has a 
very important purpose. 

I, too, can pull rank here and 
go on about my long service in 
the movement, but I do it now 
simply to point out that I have 
seen talk like what we are wit- 
nessing here play into the hands 
of the enemy in the past. Rest 
assured, agent provocateurs and 
scumbags in smokey backrooms 
love this stuff. They feed on it. 
We best not go the way of the 
Black Panthers and the early 
AIM, torn apart in part by their 
own infighting and egotistical 
posturing. Our adversary is far 
more dangerous than theirs was 
(though in many ways it is the 
same). If it has its way, the en- 
tire planet will suffer greatly. 
Surely a small thing like your 
anger or opinion pales greatly 
in comparison. 

— Oak 


Dear Radicals, 

"A thing is right when it tends 
to preserve the integrity, Stabil- 
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ity and beauty of the biotic com- 
munity. It is wrong when it tends 
to do otherwise," Aldo Leopold 
said. Clearly our industrial cor- 
porate/consumer lifestyle does 
not tend to preserve. It tends to 
destroy the biosphere and en- 
hance the profits of the corpo- 
rate elite. In my experience EF! 
doesn't have much to say about 
lifestyle alternatives when it 
promotes direct action. Do we 
assume that an acre, a house 
and 2. 3 kids, 2 cars, a computer. . . 
Safeway and Sears are 
"perpetuatable?" 

Do we ever seriously 
talk about population re- 
duction and the means to its 
realization? Are permacultural 
intentional communities, land 
trusts and the ideas of socialism, 
extended families, cooperative 
energies too lefty for us EFlers 
(the so-called radicals). Radical 
lifestyle changes en masse are cru- 
cial for a positive sustainable fu- 
ture. EF! must take the radical 
actions back home (I know many 
already do). Do we employ our- 
selves by increasing corporate 
profits and thus more genocide/ 
ecocide? It's not enough to resist 
the spoilers. We must co-create 
breath to breath living patterns 
of Earth First! before it's too late. 
Cooperative lifestyle is a most 
direct action! 

— Bruce Shearer 

Dear Earth First! 

Happy to see our condolences 
printed in the Journal, but there 
are a couple of typos that need 
correcting. Please find room to 
print hymn from the devas cor- 
rectly, and please point out it's 
Devas not Divas (as in Madonna). 
The former are beings I do not 
care to misquote so here goes: 
Oh noble and worthy exploiters 
and conquerors have mercy have 
mercy do not end our singing 
which allows the conditions nec- 
essary, to all life on the planet as 
you know it — (not as you “kill it" 
as appeared). This is not a small 
typo so please fix. Thank you. 

— Suzy Hamilton 

P.S. Oh, and my apologies if 
I'm the one who wrote it that 
way, but Glada's not going to be 
happy when she reads kill. 

To those that are concerned, 

As a Grand Canyon National 
Park Service employee, I will not 
be signing my name. You will 
understand why, later in this let- 
ter. As a long-term resident I am 
alarmed at what is happening to 
our park. Several months ago 
construction began for a new 
railway and visitor center. Its 
purpose was to transport people 
from the town of Tusayan to the 
new visitor center at Mather 
Point thus, less car traffic at Grand 
Canyon Village. 

Recently, Grand Canyon Su- 
perintendent Arnberger went to 
Congress to ask for money ($70 
million) to build the visitor cen- 
ter and railway. When he was 
turned down, he told Congress 
the project had already been 
started with Grand Canyon 
funds. After Congress found he 
had started the project with in- 
complete funds and there were 
18 to 19 Native American Ar- 
cheological sites in the path of 
the project, Congress asked for 
the Environmental Impact 


Assesment Statement on the land. 
Mr. Arnberger told Congress he 
did not conduct the survey. 

When Mr. Arnberger returned 
to the Grand Canyon, he went to 
the Science Center and asked for 





help with the survey. The Sci- 
ence Center reminded Mr. 
Arnberger he had been advised 
to do the Environmental Impact 
survey two years ago and refused 
to help him. To add further in- 
jury to our park, it is my under- 
standing Mr. Arnberger gave the 
lumber from the construction 
project to the contractors, which 
they promptly sold for profit. 
Now we have logging in our na- 
tional park. The lumber from the 
project was slated to the Native 
American Indian reservations. 

How can Mr. Arnberger so fla- 
grantly break the law, by the for- 
ever destruction of archeological 
sites? The Science Center in- 
formed him of the archeological 
sites two years ago, and he know- 
ingly destroyed a people’s his- 
tory and heritage. How can Mr. 
Arnberger give lumber away 
when Grand Canyon residents 
pay for it, not to mention once 
again, breaking the law allowing 
the contractor to sell the lumber 
for profit. 

I have lived here long enough 
to see more than a few of the 
useless monuments that superin- 
tendents build to honor their pres- 
ence at Grand Canyon. The South 
Gate parking lot. it was built for 
the same purpose as the new rail- 
way, to separate people from their 
cars. It was used for several months 
then became a storage area. Next 
came the new train station. The 
multi-million dollar building has 
never been used as a train station. 
It sat empty for many years and 
now houses the backcountry hik- 
ing office as well as a bus stop for 
the huge parking lot surrounding 
the station. 

In trying to keep this letter 
brief, I have only scratched the 
surface with the above examples. 
The list is lengthy. Is the Ameri- 
can public going to pay for yet 
another monument? If you doubt 
my letter, please come and see 
for yourself. While we will not 
talk to you with our uniforms on. 


we will seek you out if you visit 
the Grand Canyon. Low morale 
and disgust are prevalent in Mr. 
Arnberger's kingdom. Thank you 
very much for your time. 

— Anonymous 

Dear Shit For Brains, 

A small correction to your 
item on New Zealand genetic 
manipulators cloning a cow. 
I^The cow was not native to 
the Subantarctic Auckland 
Islands but was the last survi- 
vor of a herd of cattle re- 
leased there last century 
as a living food store 
for passing sailors. 
The cattle caused im- 
mense damage to the 
island's natural ecology 
and were eradicated by our 
Department of Conservation. 

Trumpeted in the local media 
as a rare seaweed-eating breed, 
these cattle were forced to eat 
seaweed to survive after deplet- 
ing the island's palatable natu- 
ral vegetation. If I was marooned 
on the Aucklands, I would end 
up eating seaweed too! 

The Auckland Islands, to- 
gether with New Zealand's other 
Subantarctic Islands and the sur- 
rounding seas out to 12 nauti- 
cal miles, have recently been 
given World Heritage status. Key 
management issues for 
the future are eradi- 
cating any remain- 
ing alien weeds and 
pests on the islands 
and effectively protect- 
ing the New Zealand sea 
lions and albatrosses which 
are being killed in fisheries 
in the surrounding 
oceans. Needless to 
say, this marine 
carnage gets less 
coverage in our me 
dia than the so-called 
cloning miracles of the 
genetic engineers. 

Yours sincerely, 

— Kevin Smith, conserva- 

tlON DIRECTOR, ROYAL 

Forest and Bird Protec- 
tion Society, Wellington, 

New Zealand 


Greetings, 

I'm not sure if this was the right 
place to write for feedback, but I 
would like to find out about LA's 
Earth First! chapter. Why is LA's 
Earth First! linked on a right-wing 
directory page of anti-immigra- 
tion? That directory is directed at 
Mexicans bom here and in Mexico 
(which is both really Aztlan). The 
URL is right here: http:// 
numbersusa.com/cgi/ 
groupdisplay.cgi?state=CA-LX 

Apparently, LA Earth First! is in 
concordance with the ASAP Ac- 
tion Plan, a very right-wing, rac- 
ist, hateful proposal targeted at 
Mexicans/Chicanos, endorsing 
race bashing, genocide and greed. 

If this is so, then do other 
chapters back this up? If so, then 
you people are not worthy of 
your so-called radical mission. I 
have a few friends in the local 
Earth First!, and I will let them 
know about the Anti-Mexican 
ASAP plan, for when they joined 
they thought they were joining 
an anarchist-like "collective." 

And I will also make it a point to 
spread this along to as many col- 
lectives and clusters as I can. See, 
this is where my frustration comes 
in, you gringos come around and 
feel sorry for us and 


Dear SFB, 

I sure hope that lynx pic- 
ture wasn’t taken at a fur farm. 
Was it? 

— Problem Bear 

Ed. Note: The photo was provided 
to us by the wildlife biologist who 
conducted the lynx habitat studies 
ahead of the Vail expansion. While 
captive, it was not a fur farm 
captive. 

To whom it may concern, 

I am from Eugene. Could you 
please move your headquarters? 
I don't like people thinking that 
Eugene is the home of commu- 
nist groups like yours. You are a 
very small (but stupid) minor- 
ity. The only thing your actions 
are doing is waking a sleeping 
giant. I happen to like being 
human, and I believe we can 
and will solve our problems with- 
out acting like a bunch of terror- 
ists. But 1 know I'm wasting my 
time writing to you. So I hope 
more of your bombs blow up in 
your faces and more loggers get 
a hold of your scrawny asses and 
kick them. 

— John.Marley@xilinx.com 



"ooohhh 
Chia- 
pas” and 
"viva 
EZLN," but 
at the same 
time you are 
endorsing the end of my people 
on what is really our precious 
Aztlan! Figures... 

I demand a full explanation 
of this matter, for if it is true, 
we can no longer support the 
actions of Earth First! or its 
"mission." 


We will stand by our own mis- 
sion as native indigenous people 
of this land, the land which is 
Aztlan-Chichomoztoc. Tiahui! 

— Mictlacihuatl for the Mictlan/ 
Anahuac Nation 

Los Angeles EF! responds: 

No one involved with LA Earth 
First!, to the coordinators' knowl- 
edge, has ever asked us to be a 
signatory to such an inflammatory, 
discriminatory group, nor would we 
ever if asked. We have long held to 
biological and cultural diversity as 
the key to sustaining life and have 
always aligned with groups which 
feel similarly. 

—LA EF! 

Dear Earth First!, 

No longer will PC interests pol- 
lute the Earth First! agenda. 

From the bowels... no, the balls 
of Earth First! an old mentality 
has been unearthed... The Sons 
of Hayduke! 

Beliefs and ideas of the found- 
ing Sons of Hayduke members: 
Dogma and doctrine shall be 
mocked. Every fire is a rowdy fire. 
Vail was the ultimate rowdy fire. 
Nonviolence is a tactic... not a 
lifestyle. We support any and all 
action to defend the Earth. Call 
for a reduction of intellectual- 
ism/academia. No media prosti- 
tution. Reduction of politeness. 
We understand that some 
Ipeople need to be offended. 

, Individual autonomy. We 
embrace brutal honesty. It 
is the sacred duty of the 
Sons of Hayduke to pro- 
voke nonviolence trainers 
to acts of violence (see Free- 
man vs. Wade Big Woods 
Rendezvous '98). 

Sons of Hayduke do not 
encourage violence at non- 
violent encampments, but 
rude, crude and offensive be- 
havior is always welcome. 
- Maleness is okay. As the 
name suggests, this is a 
penis-only club (members of 
the opposite sex are hereby en- 
couraged to form daughters of 
Abzug or something similar). We 
seek out creative ways to be offen- 
sive. PC sucks. Self-censorship is 
evil. Greetings and wakeup calls 
should be violent experiences. 

We hope these ideas and 
our movement can cut 
through the crap and let us all, 
once again, put the Earth First! 
Sons of Hayduke! influences: 
Edward Abbey, George Washing- 
ton Hayduke, Larry Flynt, Howard 
Stem, Paul Watson, Dave Foreman, 
Casey Neill, Abbie Hoffman, Che 
Guevarra, Black Flag, the IRA, the 
ELF, the ALF, Assrash, MDC, Monty 
Python and Michael Moore. 

These lists are only general be- 
liefs and do not apply to every 
Son of Hayduke! Also, we believe 
in letting our actions form our 
philosophy so these are by no 
meahs a dogma or doctrine. 

Solns of Hayduke! is a move- 
ment within the Earth First! 
movement so feel free to embrace 
and begin a Sons of Hayduke! 
group in your bioregion. Watch 
for Sons of Hayduke! at a rendez- 
vous near you! 

For further info, criticism, con- 
tacts, ideas, hate mail, etc... con- 
tact Sons of Hayduke! POB 
580103, Minneapolis, MN 
55458-0103. 

— Midwest Sons of Hayduke! 
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April 15 


CUT TAXES— 
NOT TREES 

National forest Protection 
Campaign 

for information contact: 
Jeanette 'RusseCC, Campaign 
Coordinator Native forest 
Network, TCEB 8251, Missoula, 
MT, 59807; (406) 542 - 7343 • 


May Day 
Gathering 

April 30-May 2, 1999 
Ocala National Forest, 

Florida 

workshops include: 

Climbing 
Forest Watch 
Labor Organizing 
Food Not Bombs 
Blockading 
Nonviolence 
Radical History 
Food Choices 

For directions contact, 
GreenMonkey Collective, POB 
17838, Clearwater, FL 33762; 

(727) 538-9050; 
clearwaterfnb@hotmail.com 


FOR THE LOVE 
OF NATURE 
CONFERENCE 

June 24-28 

An international, interdiscipli- 
nary conference exploring many 
aspects of the relationship between 
humanity and nature will be held 
at the Findhorn Foundation in Scot- 
land. It will be a unique chance to 
meet and network with people from 
a variety of disciplines and cultures 
who share a love of the natural 
world and a concern for our mu- 
tual welfare. Early registration is 
recommended as the conference 
will be limited to 300 participants. 
Contact For the Love of Nature, 
Centre for Human Ecology, POB 
1972, Edinburgh, EH1 1YG, 
Scotland, Tovenature@clan.com; 
www.clan.com/environment/che. 


We'd like to invite activists to sub- 
mit their heroic stories of direct ac- 
tions that Ruckus can post on an 
"Action Clearinghouse" section of 
our web site. 

Got lots? Pick your favorite one! 

We're looking for any narrative 
that includes: 

What worked well? What went 
wrong? What did you run into that 
wasn't expected? What did not get 
considered in the planning, organiza- 
tion and logistics? What were your 
objectives, and did you meet them? 
Were you happy with the results? 
How long did you plan? What did you 
learn about your strategy? tactic? lo- 
gistics? training? communications? 
etc. What was your media strategy? 


hook? message? Was it effective? What 
questions would you ask yourself be- 
forehand if you were to do it again? 
What humor came out of it? What 
funny or interesting things happened? 
What did you learn emotionally? Tech- 
nically? Physiologically? Any tips or 
things you'd do differently? 

Pictures are needed as well. 

You do not need to reveal your true 
identify or bioregion. 

Whether it happened six years ago 
or six months ago, send it in. We'll put 
'em in by date! 

James Ace, Program Director, The 
Ruckus Society, 2054 University Av- 
enue, Suite #204, Berkeley, CA 94704; 
(510) 848-9565, fax 848-9541; 
ace@ruckus.org. 


The Leonard Peltier 
Organizing Conference 


Sponsored by the Leonard Peltier Defense Committee 

June 25, 26, and 27, 1999 

Haskell Indian Nations University • Lawrence, Kansas 


WORKSHOPS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

Future Actions to Free Leonard Peltier • Legal Presentation • 
Lobbying • Building a Support Group Network • Prison Issues 
Presentation • Presentation on International Campaign • 
Political Prisoners 

SOME OF THE SPEAKERS , , 

Some of the speakers will include Leonard's lawyers, survivors of 
thel975 Oglala fire fight, renowned human rights advocate, Jennifer 
llarbury, Mandela's lawyer, Lennox Hinds, ex-political prisoners and 
prisoner advocates such as Pam Africa, and Dacajewciah, 

NCAI president, lirnie Stevens Jr., David Dellinger of the Chicago Light 
Conspiracy I nal and many more. 

For a Registration Form Send a SASE to 

LEONARD PELTIER DEFENSE COMMITTEE 

PO Box 583 • Lawrence, KS 66044 • 785-842-5774 
< Ipdc@iclir.net > 

http://mcmbers.xoom.coin/frccpeltier/index.html 


SEND YOUR SUBMISSIONS TO 

Live Win? or Die 

#8 is in production and needs your radical thoughts, actions, art and 
suggestions. Please send stuff to LWOD, POB 195, Station B, 119 
Spadina Ave, Toronto, ONT, M5T 2W1, Canada. 


Fantastic 
Phone Savings! 

from 



Affinity 



Long Distance 

Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a rate reduction on 
your phone bill. Plus, Affinity will 
give 5% of your bill to the 
EF! Journal; 

a gift that keeps on giving. 

To sign up, contact Steve at 
Affinity, 2631 Regent St., 
Berkeley, CA 94704-3314 
(510)644-2778 
ORG# 6710500-000 • REP# 141-0142-85 



The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would like to live rent- 
free and caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887-EF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377.(602) 488-1970. 

www.angelfire.com/wa/caretaker 


|" Midwest "j 
; Rendezvous ■ 

! May 21-23 i 

| Come learn new skills, meet | 
| friends and have a great time, g 
g This rendezvous will be three ■ 
| days of learning, sharing and ■ 
■ working together. Come on out / 
I and enjoy the fun. Plan to be L 
J self-sufficient and please keep “ 
J pets at home. For more informa- * 
? tion please contact North Forest ® 
I Earth First!, 748 Algoma Blvd, I 
I Oshkosh, WI 54901; (920) 424- I 
| 0265; seac@pobox.uwosh.edu. | 

L J 

' SIKS SHHHS& 1933 ' 

Come join activities designed to 
shift the balance of forces regard- 
j ing transportation. Events will 
center around a July Critical Mass j 
ride, the second anniversary of the 
huge "Willie Brown Weenie" ride. 

For info see the Bike Summer 
website at www.sfbike.org/ 
bikesummer or call (415) 431-2453 

Ssa frmisM, %R 


JUNE 18 

ITS GETTING CLOSER 

Activists from diverse groups 
and movements around the world 
are networking for an interna- 
tional day of action aimed at the 
heart of the global economy: the 
financial centers, banking dis- 
tricts and multinational corpo- 
rate power bases. The June 18 
occupation and transformation 
of financial districts across the 
globe will contribute to the pro- 
cess of making connections and 
building alternatives to the 
present social order. 

The call to action is timed to 
coincide with the first day of 
the Group of Seven (G7) Sum- 
mit, a gathering of the leaders 
of the richest nation-state in 
Koln, Germany. 

In the spirit of strengthening 
international networks for 
equality, freedom and ecologi- 
cal sustainability, we encourage 
all sympathetic movements and 
groups to organize their own 
autonomous protests and ac- 
tions on June 18. 

Your participation — no mat- 
ter how small — is crucial; meet- 
ings need to be organized, events 
planned, leaflets printed and 
distributed, funds raised, laugh- 
ter and conversation shared. If 
we cooperate and coordinate we 
can realize a different world; 
has it ever been so necessary 
and so possible? 

Subscribe to the J18 email list. 
For international planning and 
discussion, send an email to: 
listproc@gn.apc.org. Please request 
Subscribe <J18DISCUSSION> and 
include your email address. 







Cove/Mallard 

Spring Action Training Camp 


May 26- 

Come join us at our beautiful 
base camp for an action training. 
Our tentative list of workshops 
includes: blockade how to's, tree 
sits, map and compass, field moni- 
toring of timber sales, stream sur- 
vey techniques, tracking wildlife, 
edible and medicinal wild plants, 
nonviolence training, legal reali- 
ties, base camp and backcountry 
logistics, and video work for ac- 


Ipgpll 




Nevada Test Site 
Mother’s Day 
May 7-1 Oth, 1999 


nntrrn ; jR7 , iiv/rff , ! p 


PO Box 420, Tecopa CA 92389 
(760) 8524175 hgw@scmznet.com 
www.shundahai.ore/HGW 


Honor - Celebrate > Heal - Create 


Community Defense 
Fund Established 

The Citizens, Oil and Gas Council 
announced today the establishment 
of the Community Defense Fund. The 
purpose of the Fund is to raise money 
for the purpose of providing legal, 
technical and financial support to citi- 
zens and communities who find them- 
selves in conflict with the activities of 
the oil and gas industry. 

One hundred percent of the funds 
raised by the COGC will be dispersed 
in defense of individuals and commu- 
nities being adversely affected by the 
activities of the oil and gas industry in 
Canada, the United States and Mexico. 
Decisions to support specific causes 
will be made by the COGC Board of 
Directors, upon receipt of requests for 
support and applications from effected 
citizens and communities. Donations 
to the Fund can be sent to Commu- 
nity Defense Fund, c/o Citizens' Oil & 
Gas Council, Suite 203, 1225A 
Kensington Road NW, Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada, T2N 3P8; (403) 270- 
3455; sawyer@rmec.org. 


31, 1999 

tions and monitoring. We will 
also have great free food, late 
night howls around the camp 
fire and the company of your 
favorite wing-nuts. This event 
will kick off another summer and 
fall of resistance in Otter-Wing. 
Contact us at POB 8968, Mos- 
cow, ID 83843; (208)882-9755; 
Cove@Moscow.com. We eat curry 
lentils and we never sleep! 



1999 End Corporate 

Dominance Conference 

May 21-23 

Participate in discussions with 

ACTIVISTS FROM ALL OVER. 

FEATURE SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 

Lee Lew Lee 
Howard Lyman 
Cheri Hankala 
Marta S anchez 
Ronnie Dugger 
Paul Cienfuegos 
Norman S olomon 
Karen Coulter 
Victor Menotti 
Brian Tokar 

Our goal is dismantling the mecha- 
nism of corporate control, not just 
regulating it. This event is a precur- 
sor to June 18. Contact End Corpo- 
rate DominanceAlllance, POB 1375, 
Portland, OR 97207. 

Portland State University 

Portland, Oregon 


On Indian Land 


On Indian Land is an American 
Indian issues newspaper cover- 
ing topics of importance to 
indigenous peoples of North 
America, including treaty, 
land, and sovereignty rights, 
religious freedom, and poli- 
tical prisoners. Subscription 
rates for 1 year/4 issues are: 

$12 (individual) 

$20 (institution) 

Make check out & send to: 

Support for Native Sovereignty 
P0 Box 2104, Seattle WA 98111 


the Nuclear 
Resister^! 


information about 
& support for 
imprisoned 
anti-nuclear & 
anti-war activists 


• Action reports & future actions • 
Prisoner support info • International 
resistance news • Writings from jail • 
A network for nonviolent direct action 


$ 15/year 

(US$20 Canada, US$25 overseas) 

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 


POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA 
nukeresister@igc.org 




SUMMER. 
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SHIRT DE^&N CONTEST 


7 he World Trade Organization Ministerial 

Seattle, Washington 
November 29 ik -deeember 3 rd , 1999 


Created in 1993 as a successor to 
the Global Agreement on Trades 
and Tariffs, the entire purpose of 
the World Trade Organization has 
been to lessen the restrictions that 
local and national governments 
can place on transnational corpo- 
rations. The World Trade Organiza- 
tion does so by hammering out 
NAFTA-style trade agreements. 

For decades the World Bank and 
the International Monetary Fund 
and now the World Trade Organi- 
zation, in alliance with national 
governments and corporate pow- 
ers, have attempted to appropriate 
the environment. 

Last year when the World Trade 
Organization met in Geneva, there 
were four days of rioting. The op- 
position was led by People's Glo- 
bal Action. Thousands of demon- 
strators smashed hundreds of win- 


dows of banks, buildings and cor- 
porate offices, causing over a mil- 
lion dollars worth of damage. The 
streets were filled with riot police 
and demonstrators and the noise 
of sirens and low flying helicopters 
was prevalent during much of the 
four day meeting. 

Demonstrations are being planned 
for this year. People's Global Action is 
planning on bringing a caravan from 
Mexico. The International Confed- 
eration of Free Trade Unions is orga- 
nizing around labor issues. The Art 
and Revolution collectives will present 
workshops in Seattle about street the- 
ater and nonviolent direct action. 

Come join the party in the streets! 
For information or to get involved the 
interim contact for organizing efforts 
is Community Action Network, POB 
95113, Seattle, WA 98145; (206) 632- 
1656; can@drizzle.com. 



tlw international ^ . 


Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 

Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 


Tiether you want to simply ‘ green up your own personal life- 
style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 

E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E ' s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 


ITjX / U .1 # Send me my FREE 

| LJ 1 • trial issue of E/The 

Environmental Magazine. If I like it, I can 
| subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 
- $ 19.95. If not. I'll just return the subscription 
I invoice marked “cancel" and return it to you. 

I The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 
or obligation to me. 


CITY. STATE. ZIP 


E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For FasterService Call 1-800-967-6572! 
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MEDUSA'S EYES 


The earth had always been alive in the mind of man 
Tree possessed spirits, messages for him were writ 
large in the clouds and animals possessed special powers. 
The very earth did speak if an ear was placed to the ground, 


Yesterday, in real earth time, the Ice Wizardfroze the world, 
creating dead matter. The only animated things were men and 
automatons called animals. Man was a robot from the head down; 
the only living thing, the Ice Wizard's brain. 

COGlYO ERGO SUM 
the Ice Wizard-said , jjj? 


Then a Newton came on the scene and watched an apple fall. 
An idea was bOrh which swept the earth, that the world was 
in the grasp Pf an unalterable, universal mechanical law. 

This granted supremacy to physics, chemistry and engineering. 

I THINK THEREFORE I DO 
Newton's followers said , , 


ot tne call Domestication's edge is fading 
of the wild genetic manipulations are zeroed out 
Hit asJfel^t|T tramples human commar 

, Bye bye bye bye biotechnology 

'.^Jlell h^jl‘% 11 hello earth, air|fi|§j wai 

moth|r, our planet femempers her past splendor 
\%Wakes h^jf back of pesky skyscrapers, highways and dams 
I , Sfends tiypm back to outer spacl, 5A£K where they came fro: 
? The Sreat Turtle's mind is perplexed 

Ea^^othdf's innards are Ra^^Uf^i with indigestion 
J? tney know it's time to clear the slate 
£ iu^arj|ing armageddon is near 
^^^^coWS realize' their seriSeless fate, scramble over cattle 

chickens peck at toenails 

cats chew out phgne lines t 

dogs piss on your leg • Ilf I 

call of fho M 

What goes around comes around 

technology sputters, backfires £/ m 

More and more people forget they are really animals 

and now they have P 

their claim on ANY comer of THIS biosphere 

our connection to the earth dwindles in the 

CACCFWOKX of knee-jerk technology and useless shit 

serving only the pushers of greed 

the opiate of two-bit corporate hustlers 

they think they can sell us anything 

then use our money to buy the votes 

to assure it will always be so 

Hey, Joe Camel, how you doing you fuzzy- f 

faced phallus-nosed phony? f ^ 

the real camels know the score 

they kick holes in your kneecaps 

cows shit happily in the rancher's pool, 

trample his cars and his worthless chem-lawn greenery 

chickens roost in pine trees, they aim 

cats piss on computers (no more b Uhf^ ^h* pH t 
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m there was Francis Bacon whc 
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Earth First! Trinkets and Snakeoil 


BOOKS 


Concrete: Think Like a Mountain 

By Paul Chadwick. A full-color illustrated novel 
about a group of EFIers who contact Concrete (a 
mountaineer/writer trapped in a concrete body) to help 
with an old-growth campaign. A 6-issue comic book 
series compiled into a book about EFl history and 
philosophy. 160 pages — $17 

Road Raging: Top Tips for 
Wrecking Roadbuilding 

By Road Alert! Campaign organizing field manual 
with stories from British anti-roads campaigns. Dia- 
grams, sample flyers and forms, contacts, resources, 

appendicies. 220 pages— $12 

Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. Fiction. 192 pages — $10 

The Big Outside 
A Descriptive Inventory of the Big 
Wilderness Areas of the United States 

By Dave Foreman & Howie Wolke. Maps, list of 
areas by size and state. 490 pages — $17 

Desert Solitaire 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction. 295 pages — $6 

Earth First! Campfire Poems 

Edited by Dennis Fritzinger, Karen Coulter, Dwight 
Metzger. 200+ pages of historical poems — $12 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively 
revised, expanded third edition. 350 pages — $18 

Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical and 
Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. 422 pages — $20 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages — $12 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. 291 pages — $15 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Photos. 375 pages — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. Fiction. 387 pages — $7 

Refuge 

An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

By Terry Tempest Williams. 304 pages — $12 

A Sand County Almanac with Essays 
on Conservation from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Special edition. 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

Towards a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne 
Naess. Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages — $10 

Waste of the West 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of grazing. 
Contact list, statistics, over 1,000 photos, car- 
toons, graphics, charts, maps. 602 pages — $28 


T-SHIRTS 

(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and 
available in medium, large and extra 
large. For XXL add an additional $3.) 

Eagle / 

Black on Unbleached— $12 J 

Arm & Wrench 

Multi-color on Yellow (not pictured)— $15 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black (not pictured)— $12 



Visualize 
Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached 
(not pictured)— $12 

Stop Public Lands 
Ranching 

“ The Cow that Ate the West” 

Black on Cream (not pictured) 

large — only $10! 


Send for a FREE copy of our merchandise 
CATALOG COMPLETE WITH EF! MUSIC 
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Earth First! Fist 

Green Fist on Unbleached— $12 
Black Fist on Willow Green or Kelly (only xxl)—$12 
Multi-color on Black or Forest Green— $15 
Green Fist w/ White lettering on Black — $12 


Earth First! Tools 

Black Tools on Unbleached— $12 
Black Tools on Blue or Tan 

small— only $6! 



smh • 100% Hemp Wallets • » 

Tan w/Black and Green Fist and Black Lettering 
specify wording “Greed Kills” or “Earth First !” — only $10! 
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Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for 
your daypack, jacket or butt 
Earth First! Fist — $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap 
Earth First! Fist — $5 
Earth First! Tools — $5 


NEW • NEW • NEW 

100% Hemp Cap 

Tan w/Black and Green 
embroidered fist — $14 

Fist Caps 

(100% cotton, adjustable) 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo — $12 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good 
for your bike or bulldozer 
Earth First! Fist—30/$2 
Earth First! Tools — 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes — 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 
EF! Fist—4/$l • Anti-Grazing— S/$l 



Earth First! Merchandise Order Form 
Send to: EF! Merchandise, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

Make checks payable to the Earth First ! Journal. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Call (541) 344-8004 for more info. 

# description color size price 

I II 

: - -• *81 Ji j§r * 





Name, 
Street . 
City 


TOTAL 


State/Country , 


foreign orders | 
add 15% £ 
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The Molotov 
C ocktail 

1. Fill bottle just over half full with 
flammable liquid (gas/petroLkerosene) 

2. Add thickening agent (crushed 
styrofoam, palm oil, dish soap, etc.) 
until bottle is two-thirds full 

3. Plug bottle with fuel soaked rag 

4. The air in the top third of bottle causes 
explosion on impact 

5. Light and throw! 

6. For further instructions see new CD! 







A. Soundtrack for 
Post: World Insurrection 


New musical and propaganda release from Post World Industries! 
Available thru EF! Journal at activist prices! 

And at record stores everywhere! 
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■JUMkYlSTUDENT MOVEMENT TOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE (S AUVE AND 

we A$$! is a student-run, student-led national network of 

WGRESSIYE ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS DEDICATED TO UPROOTING 
ENVIRONMENTAL INJUSTICES THROUGH ACTION AND EDUCATION. 
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ACTION ALERTS, REGIONAL ' ' 2I5-222-2SS6 (FAX) 

UPDATES CONTACTS, ; , v SEAC®SEAC.CRG 
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NO COMPROMISE! 

The Militant, Direct Action Magazine of 
Grassroots Animal Liberationists & Their Supporters 


Every issue is jam packed with ALF action updates, interviews with activists, 
useful how-to information, commentary, news and reports from grassroots groups 
around the world. No Compromise is written by activists for activists. 


■ Checks should be made payable to Animal 
Rights America and sent to: 

No Compromise 

I PO Box 5236, Old Bridge, NJ 08857 

• [ ] $15 Subscription [ ] $20 Outside US 
I [ ] $10 Low income [ ] $ Donation* 



No Compromise is published quarterly. 
Back issues are $2 each. 

Phone: 1-800-604-5427 
E-mail: NoComp@waste.org 
www.nocompromlsa.org 


Address 

City State Zip 

* Animal Rights America is a federate mcogrized 501 lcX3) 
tax exempt ayanaatkjr) - aS donations are Ufy tax deaiibh. 


Attention Bio Engineering Activist 

A pamphlet on biotechnology now available.* 

Genetic Engineering and The Threat to Life 


As you read this, the world's food market . fri ii 

is being flooded with genetically engineered 
organisms in a twisted and insufficiently [ 1 
researched experiment in which we are all I I 

guinea pigs. This technology crosses genes Vig|^ 
between unrelated species and breaks all 
previous biological boundaries! for example, geneticists have 
crossed tomatoes with deep sea fish genes to prevent them 
from freezing). This 16 page pamphlet covers many of the 
potentially catastrophic implications of biotechnology: 

$ risks to the earth and her creatures 
$ health and well-being of humans 
$ global dependence biotech corporations 
$ corporate censorship of public backlash 
Bio-engineering can also be used for cloning, selecting genes 
that we pass onto our children, tampering with the genes 
that make us age, and any other way we 'decide to alter 
nature's beautiful designs.. .let's hear it for the brave new 
world! 

Send us your name and address for a copy! Please included 
stamp (or a donation), but we'll send one either way! Send to: 


Sonoma County Earth First!/ Biotech Last! 
P.O. Box # 3 3 2 1 M 

Santa Rosa, CA 9 5 4 0 2 T 



Mow ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal ? 


clip and send to: Where did you h 

Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

. O $500 Lifetime Subscription 

d) $25 Regular Rate CD $35 Surface Mail, International (US$) 

O $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Air Mail Canada or Mexico 

CD $35 Anonymous Envelope (1st class) CD $45 Air Mail, International (US$, no fon 

O $ DONATION CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement F 


Subscriber Name 


Address • 


State 


CD $35 Surface Mail, International (US$) 

O $35 Air Mail Canada or Mexico 

CD $45 Air Mail, International (US$, no foreign checks, please) 

CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

Credit Card Orders 

Visa/MC (circle one) 

Card # 

Exp. date (month/year) 

, Zip : Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 






US Earth First! Directory 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 9983S 

Soren Wuerth 

c/o Alaska Action Center 

POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523 

(907) 566-2468; fishtree@alaska.net 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 
Luna Media-Julia Butterfly 
POB 1256, Eureka, CA 95502 
(707) 839-8974; www.lunatree.org 
lunanews@humboldtl.com 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney, POB 34 
Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
Sonoma County EF!/Biotech Last! 
POB 3321, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
(707) 523-4196 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St., Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
F.R.E.A.K. of Nature EF! 

POB 8493, Green Valley Lake, CA 92341-8493 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

(510) 848-8724 

Bay Area Activist Hotlines 

(510)594-4000 x222; (415)332-5800 x324 

Santa Cruz EF! » 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 

(909) 422-1637; www.sagecouncil.com 

Tribes EF! c/o DR Chance 

POB 10487, San Bemadino, CA 92423 

DRChance3@aol.com 

Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 
(760) 740-1174; sdef@envirolink.org 
COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
wildernessl@geocities.com 
www.geocities.com/rainforest/1443 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
aft@amigo.net 

F LO RIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 34622 
(813) 538-9050 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 
Miami EF! 

EarthFirstMiami@hotmail.com 

www.geodties.com/RainFoiest/Andes/7667 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 
Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 
HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 

POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 

nrpp@lesbois.com 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 

POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 

(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 

cove@moscow.com 


ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! 

c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 

friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 

(618) 351-0312; sprklblu@sui.edu 

Coles County EF! 

c/o Jeffery Halla 

451 Taylor Hall, 2121 4th Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-4064 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 

KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(800) 821-5073 #556-8233 (pager) 
LOU I SIA NA 
Louisiana EF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

Heather La Capria 

135 Eutaw St #3, East Boston, MA 02128 

(617) 569-3969 

Boston EF! 

POB 398060, Cambridge, MA 02139 
(617) 806-7547 

bostonearthfirst@hotmail.com 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI. 49005 

(616) 383-9317 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 

MIN NE SO TA 

North American ALF Press Office 
POB 103, Osseo, MN 55369 
(612) 601-0978; naalfpo@waste.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387; earthfirst@juno.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 

wdurness@aol.com 

www.geocities.com/RainForest/7094 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-S733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 

NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW JERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

(505) 244-1830 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 988-8128 

NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4225; fax 925-8715 
wetlandsecodept@looksmart.com 


Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 
11978; (516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631 
Katuah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 
(910) 973-7032; stemoody@wilkes.net 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St., Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305; swef@efn.org 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene; OR9744Q; (541) 6848997 
mickey@efn.org; www.ecoecho.org 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 

(503) 771-1112 x7875 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 

POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 

(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 

PEN NSYLVANIA 

Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 23 7 -A Elk Ln, Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 764-577 9; adp@enviroIink.org 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939, -johnjgb@mindspring.com 
Upper TN/Lebanon EF! 

1902 Westgate Dr. 

Springfield, TN 37172 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St., Austin, TX 78722; 

(512) 478-7666; entropy@eden.com 

South Texas Contact 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 

(512) 937-6019 

East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Lusus Naturaes Environmental 
Collective 

1421 Longhorn, Houston, TX 77080 
lususnaturae71@hotmail.com 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

EF! Collective @VCU 

Student Activities Center, Box 93 

POB 842035, Richmond, VA 23284 

52mjredm@atlas.edu; (804) 353-5055 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-1656; Sea-ef@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 
(360) 867-9054; olyearthfirst@hotmail.com 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Central App alachian Biodiversity Project 
Rt 3, Box 390, HedgesviUe, WV 25427 
(304) 754-9161 


WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765; 

www.geodties.com/rainforest/4101 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 
(920) 424-0265 


Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 

Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 143, Menomonie, WI 54751-0790 
Sand County EF! 

308 Nelson Hall, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
dchurl99@uwsp.edu 


PRISONER SUPPORT 


Direct Action Defense Fund 

POB 57357 Tucson, AZ 85732-7357 

(520) 795-5171 

National Activist Network 

POB 19515, Sacramento, CA 95819 

(916) 452-7197 

North American ALF 

Support Group 

Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St, 

Willowdale, Ont M2M 4K3 

Canada 

Earth Liberation Prisoners Zine 

www.geodties.com/RainForest/ 

Jungle/1664 

Cherry Pie Three 

"Rahula Janowski #1818075 

c/o SF County Jail 8, E Pod 

425 7th St., SF, CA 94103 


* Justin Cross #1818071 
San Bruno, County Jail #7 
POB 907, San Bruno, CA 94066 
"Gerry Livermore 

c/o Jeff Larson, Friends of the BBB 
3288 21st St. #92, SF, CA 94110 
Otter-Wing Jailbirds (3 of 5) 

* Michael Bowersox 

Latah County Jail, POB 8068 

Moscow, ID 83843 

"Robert Zweifeld , t 

"Jonathan Crowell 

Shoshone County Jail 

717 Bank St, Wallace, ID 83873 

Our full prisoners' directory is on the 
web page at www.enviroweb.org/ef/ 
support 


International EF! Directory 


Check out the international 
Earth First! web page at: 
wwrw.k2net.co.uk/ef 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 

ef_au@hotmail.com 

www.green.net.au/ozef_update/ 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd Via Dalby, Qld 4405 

ph/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 

admin@earthfirst.org.au 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 15-222 Osborne St. 
South, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 
(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto POB 195 Stn. B, 119 
Spadina Ave., Toronto, ON M5T 
2W1; earthfirst.toronto@tao.ca 
EF! Ottawa Box 4612, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
di695@freenet.carleton.ca 
EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
Zeme Predevsim 
POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 
zemepredevsim@czn.cz 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 

Limerick Talamh Glas 

41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 

ENGLAND 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action Update/Cornerstone 
Resource Centre 
16 Sholebroke Ave., Chapeltown 
Leeds, LS7 3HB; 0113 262 9365 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef/earthfirst.html 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, 0X4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

POB 2971, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 

FRANCE 

Carbusters /Resource Ctr 
44 rue Burdeau 

69001 Lyon; (33) 4 72 00 23 57 
carbusters@wanadoo.fr 


GERMANY 

EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 

Bihar, Post Box 229 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea Unlimited 

10F, Garden Tower Bldg., 98-78 

Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu 

Seoul 110-350 

THE NETHERLANDS 

Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
http://gToenfr.huizen.dds.nl 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3, 43-300 

Bielsko, Biala; ph/fax 048-33-183153 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND ' 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB; 44 (0)41 
636 1924/339 8009; fax 44 (0)41 424 
3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Slobodna altemativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SPAIN 

Manuel A Demandes, Taller de E. A. 
A. CURUXA, J. B., Xelmirer J, Campus 
Universitario, 1570 S Santiago 
(81) 584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 
Box 34089, 100 26 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195; sea@motkraft.net 
www.motkraft.net/sea/ 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
Nadia Shevchenko, POB 322, Kiev 252187 
+7 38 (044) 2657628; fax 38 (044) 
550-6068; rk@cci.glasnet.ru 


L__ 

Donate to the Earth First! Journal 

The EF! Journal relies on your donations to continue its existence. For the last 19 
years, we have been able to publish issue after issue with your help. 

Non-tax deductable donations can be sent to the Earth First! Journal. 

EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 344-8004 
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BOMBERS TARGET 

FOREST GUARDIANS 


the struggle to explain to people 
why they must act, the ques- 
tion is one which each day de- 
mands an answer. An answer 
buried under the tons of paper 
of the insane foreign policy of 
this country which sanctions 
plunder, displacement, impov- 
erishment and "genocide." 


BY SUMAK AND EwOKS OF RED CLOUD THUNDER 


RED CLOUD THUNDER 


continued on page 7 


In the green, swaying tree-tops in one of the Northwest's many old-growth 
timber sales, a non-violent community of imaginative resisters, passionate travel- 
lers, pissed-off punks, elfish children and determined defenders of Earth has 
formed. They have overcome cultural gaps that would normally keep them at a 
distance through the pursuit of a common goal — healthy and wild ecosystems for 
all. Together the Red Cloud Thunder activists call for a halt to the destruction of 
rare old-growth rainforests from the tops of the 500-year-old moss-draped fir and 
hemlock trees they now call home. 

continued on page 2S 
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Bomb squad officers carefully extract a lethal pipe bomb from the forest Guardians' mail box 




The moral highground, 200 feet above the Forest Service and timber goons in the lush canopy of Fall Creek. 


by Charlotte Talberth, National Forest Protection Campaign 

On March 19, the outreach coordinator for Forest Guardians, Mike Cherin, 
discovered a pipe bomb in the mailbox at the group's Santa Fe office. According 
to police, an explosion would have killed anyone within several hundred feet, 
but thanks to a rare wet snow the fuse went out before detonation. 

Three days later, Forest Guardians received a letter with a target and crosshairs 
drawn over the group's name and the message, "M.M. was here. See ya later." 
M.M. stands for the Minutemen, the same group that claimed responsibility for 
a shotgun blast that shattered windows at the Santa Fe office of Animal Protection 
of New Mexico late last year. A report by the New Mexico Department of Public 
Safety called the Minutemen, "... an extreme right-wing private army developed 
in the 1960s to carry out guerrilla warfare and fight communism. The group was 
known to stockpile weapons and plan bank robberies and bombings..." 

Do we know exactly who tried to bomb Forest Guardians? Not yet, but by 
examining some of the dynamics going on between the counties movement, 
wise-use, land grant activism and the environmental movement, we believe we 
can gain a clearer understanding of the context. 
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Three Slain in Columbia Helping U’wa Fight Occidental \ 


by Cecelia Rodriguez 

There is a cassette of music I just bought and on it, 
it says, "All over this world, this Indian way is hard." 
Today these words mark my heart with great pain. 

I just received word that Ingrid Washinawatok, a 
North American Menominee Indian who served on 
the board of the Indigenous Woman's Network, 
who had a big, bright smile and was always laugh- 
ing and who also cried easily at the many tragedies 
suffered by Indian people, was found dead today 


somewhere in Colombia. She had been kidnapped. 

I have no word yet about how or where or when she 
died. Only the word of her death and the silent 
shaking I feel inside. Profuse, hot, quick tears and 
sobs, because crying is beyond you, when death is so 
much your friend. You turn suddenly and death is 
there looking at you, reminding you that she is 
always with you, always with your people. It is a 
shadow, a breeze, a gift sometimes from the constant 
doubt that causes you to hesitate. "Don't hesitate, do 
it right," she says, "because your life is not forever." 


And so death is a teacher about 
what life should be. 

And so in this numbness all 
I can do is write. I can write 
and ask the same questions I 
asked after I was raped. I can 
write and ask the same ques- 
tions I did after Acteal. Why? 
When will it end? How many 
more must die? 

In these days when my body 
is wracked with exhaustion in 


photos courtesy RAN 
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COMBATTING ECOTERRORISM 


"It is always the oppressor, not the oppressed who dictates the 
form of struggle..." 

— Nelson Mandela 

The day I arrived in Oregon after my imprisonment, the US 
Coast Guard and Navy were desperately attempting to sink the 
New Carissa, the multinational-owned freighter ran aground on 
the Oregon coast while on a run to load wood chips for export to 
Asia from the timber port of Coos Bay. The ship spilled over 
100,000 gallons of crude oil and, at last count, more than 1,200 
birds and other wildlife have died in the heart of the endan- 
gered snowy plover's breeding ground. 

If the Coast Guard and Navy were sincere about preventing such 
acts of ecoterrorism, they wouldn't wait until timber and oil 
industry ships ran aground toblowthem up. The weapons of mass 
ecological destruction would be decommissioned before commit- 
ting further acts of ecoterrorism. While many were outraged about 
the New Carrissa, unheard were the accusations of ecoterrorism 
that are today a normal response when environmentalists are 
forced to use direct action to expose and hinder corporate destruc- 
tion of America's last wild places. 

Earth Firstlers unequivocally agree that the real ecoterrorists are 
those engaged in legally sanctioned actions that destroy and 
murder indigenous people, wildlife and the homeland that all 
depend on for survival. The Earth First! movement, however 
remains committed to waging a nonviolent campaign against 
ecoterrorism while the media establishment, special interest 
groups and law enforcement agencies busily spin lies to hide their 
own violent deeds. We are left risking life and freedom in actions 
placing biodiversity before profit. Meanwhile, corporate forces 
reap the benefits of a legal system that defends their interests with 
"anti-terrorist" legislation and federal grand juries intentionally 
used to harass legal activists while increasingly repressive police, 
agencies use obsessive force against nonviolent activists. 

Kill or threaten to kill an environmentalist here or abroad, hold 
irreplaceable wilderness hostage for millions in ransom payments, 
and the system looks the other way. But cause damage to the 
destructive property of a politically powerful corporation, and 
suddenly, our morality is called into question by those with real 
blood on their hands. In light of this we are increasingly 
forced to determine our path of resistance not only by our 
adherence to biocentric and nonviolent principles, but also 
through the appropriate application of tactics and strate- 
gies best suited to our individual campaigns. 

Earth Firstlers are the real anti-terrorists. We should continue to 
use non-cooperation and refuse to renounce illegal, nonviolent 
intervention to prevent terrorism until governments and corpo- 
rations renounce violent attacks on all Earth's innocents. We need 
to force governments to restore representative democracy (re- 
member, we environmentalists are the silenced majority), rather 
than cater to corporate interests who supercede democratically 
achieved environmental victories with global trade agreements 
that prioritize economy over ecology. If federal law enforcement 
agencies really want to prevent terrorism, we have plenty of 
information to assist them in bringing hue criminals to justice. 




auna Q^abaia 


© 


Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 


Male Bronze-winged Jacanas ( Metopidius indicus ) are strad- 
dling lily pads with wings and necks outstretched, yelling. This 
Indian bird species, which uses exceedingly long toes to scuttle 
across the floating vegetation of ponds, swamps and lagoons, is 
polyandrous. A female defends a territory overlapping those of 
up to four males, who constitute her harem. She lays multiple 
clutches per breeding season, copulating with all males before 
laying each, and leaves incubation and chick care to her males. 

Because females are 60 percent heavier, males cannot prevent 
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Until then responsible citizens, agencies and organiza- 
tions should take full advantage of the waves created by 
EF!, ELF, ALF and other earth defenders to publicize our 
cause. Earth Firstlers and other environmentalists must 
recognize the effectiveness of a cohesive long-term strat- 
egy that directs our collective energy toward common 
goals — without the divisiveness that presents the public 
a perception of a movement that is afraid or unwilling to 
acknowledge the legitimacy of direct action. 

By taking unabashed responsibility for even those anti- 
terrorist actions that some of us are first uncomfortable 
with, we can begin to represent our resistance as unified, 
and, while diverse in tactics, unbreakable and united in 
its defense of biodiversity. No struggle can survive with- 
out a diversification of tactics in response to a changing 
atmosphere of repression. EF! must accept rather than fear 
this to avoid expending time and energy in a recurring 
debate that prevents our movement from taking its place 
in history as the spearhead of the radical environmental 
movement. There is no comfort with what we are forced 
to endure — the court battles, harassment, imprisonment, 
threats and actual violence, including death. But we must 
remember that what we strive for requires sacrifice. We 
gain nothing by criticizing and condemning those at- 
tempting to break free from societal servitude by striking 
back at Earth-destroying forces. 

Remember, the real terrorists are those with six-figure 
salaries reaped from our human, animal and earth rela- 
tions. We are the last line of environmental defense, and 
we must endeavor to become the kind of peaceful war- 
riors we hear about in myths and legends, who drew their 
power from Earth. We all have it within us. Let’s accept 
the challenge and be courageous enough to unleash it. 

— Rod 


In Memoriam 

"He was like the North Star," a friend says. "He held up the 
sky over northern Wisconsin and the people followed him." 

Walt Bresette, an Anishinaabe activist, died on Febru- 
ary 21 of a heart attack. A member of the Loon Clan, the 
51 -year-old Red Cliff Chippewa defended treaty rights 
and fought to prevent mining across northern Wiscon- 
sin. He was a co-founder of many groups including the 
Witness for Nonviolence, Midwest Treaty Network, 
Anishinaabe Niijii, and Wisconsin Greens. An elegant 
writer, Walt Bresette wrote Walleye Warriors: An Effective 
Alliance Against Racism and for the Earth with Rick Whaley. 

At a meeting in Tampa, Florida, during the 1980s, 
Walt received the war club belonging to the Sauk 
leader Black Hawk who, more than 150 years ago, 
fought the US Army trying to move him and his 
people from their homeland. Walt Bresette carried 
Black Hawk's war club to ceremonies, mining pro- 
tests, schools and churches until his recent death. 

— John Peck^ 


by Faith Walker 

them from visiting others. So they yell. And females find it 
attractive. A male waits on the raft he crafted that is his 
mating platform, yelling increasingly frantically when he is 
left alone or as the female gets closer to another harem male. 
The female responds by abandoning her visit and flying to 
the yeller. She is particularly persuaded by long yells and 
bouts of yelling, of which only the heaviest males are ca- 
pable. Because males are, by this hullabaloo, signaling that 
they're alone yet ready to receive a clutch, females may be 
forced to respond; yells attract intruding females who try to 
take over the male. They also attract predators, such as the 
Shikra hawk. Despite this risk, males benefit because they 
increase their share in paternity of the next clutch, and they 
put a cap on harem size by causing the female to spend her 
time defending them from other females. These lily trotters 
are an example of only rarely evolved sex-role reversal, a 
departure from the polygynous mating systems that pre- 
dominate in Kingdom Animalia. 
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THE URBANIZATION OF EARTH FIRST!: 
NEW DIRECTIONS FOR THE MOVEMENT 


by Bob Greenberg 

The Minnehaha Free State symbolizes a necessary 
turn off from the forest road Earth First! has been 
following for nearly two decades. Grandma Earth is 
not dying. She is being murdered, and, as Utah 
Phillips says, the men and women who are murder- 
ing her have names and addresses. These are the 
same people who are exploiting the working poor for 
profit in the cities, and our struggles are made one 
through common enemies: the multinational cor- 
porations who exploit all life and the rich that 
own them. 

Earth First! must be present on the prairie, in the 
desert and at the ends of lonely, frozen forest roads 
to physically stop the destruction. But by also reach- 
ing out to the disenfranchised in the city, we can 
build strong relationships that are critical to orga- 
nizing a mass movement. While many of us have 
been victims of state-sponsored brutality and op- 
pression in the forests, residents of cities are often 
the victims of this same brutality and 
oppression. Poverty has been 
criminalized in the city just as 
efforts are being made to sys- 
tematically criminalize . 
activities in the forests " ' 
that save Grandma 
Earth from the 
profit-crazed rul- 
ing class. From 
Idaho, where it 
is quite literally 
illegal to be an 
Earth Firstler, to 
the North Coast 
of California 
where nonvio- 
lent protesters in 
Congressman 

Frank Riggs' of- 
fice had pepper 
spray applied directly to their eyes, we have the 
chance to make links between these issues, to bring 
on a revolution, to set people's wills free and release 
the grip the State has on everyone's life. 

As the year 2000 approaches, each and every one 
of us needs to think about organizing for this 
opportunity to destroy the corporate-capitalist hold 
on power and dream of replacing it with our vision 
of eco-anarchism, community self-determination, 
playfulness and industrial collapse. The triumph of 
creative nonviolence over state-sponsored terror- 
ism would bring freedom of choice and balance to 
communities once again. There are lessons to be 
learned from the history of the Black Panthers, 
MOVE, the American Indian Movement (AIM) and 
even the White Panther Party. Although each of 
these movements is unique, understanding their 
goals and tactics will help us develop useful models 





for ecologically-oriented urban campaigns. 

Minneapolis has one of the largest urban Ameri- 
can Indian populations in the United States, yet 
federal money goes mostly to the reservations leav- 
ing very little assistance granted to the urban Na- 
tive Americans who are up against systemic dis- 
crimination, poverty, police oppression and are 
struggling to simply survive. In response to this 
state of affairs, AIM in Minneapolis has created a 
support network to help the urban American In- 
dian population maintain its culture. AIM works to 
provide housing, education, social services, secu- 
rity patrol, recreation, job training and placement. 
They have realized these services are necessary for 
strengthening a sense of community. AIM helps 
people on the fringe of society who have been 
murdered, coverted, or misled into assimilation to 
realize the power we all wield when we join to- 
gether towards a common goal. AIM understands it 
is necessary to make sure people are fed, housed, 
spiritually inspired, educated, entertained and their 
culture maintained. 

AIM has been vigilant in addressing 
the issues that define the community, 
such as spiritual and cultural redis- 
covery, celebration and ceremony, 
repatriation of land and the return of 
human remains and artifacts. The 
lesson is that people are more likely 
to be motivated to action if their 
basic needs are met. 

For the first time in an 
urban area, Earth Firstlers 
in the US have created an 
ongoing land occupation 
that works towards realiz- 
ing these shared goals. The 
Minnehaha Free State 
meets people's basic needs, 
is culturally diverse and 
provides hope. We have 
established a sovereign 
nation that operates by consensus and have built 
cross-cultural alliances that have energized and 
activated many people. Artists and activists from all 
over the country have visited our community, 
including Mitch Walking Elk, Robert Hoyt, Casey 
Neill, Thunder Nation, Dennis Banks and Whiteship 
of Peace from Japan. Free Staters have supported 
peace activist actions, publicly denounced the 
bombing of Iraq, supported Mumia, joined protests 
against police brutality, spoken out at hearings to save 
the buffalo and participated in Critical Mass bike 
blockades. We are supporting other struggles and 
being supported in return. 

The powers-that-be could not allow the 
Minnehaha Free State to survive because of the 
rebellion, hope, and imagination it inspired; so last 
December 600 cops raided it, torturing people for 
acting as if they were in a free country. They tried 


our spirits because we were a living symbol to the 
larger community of the alternative to the homog- 
enized, neatly over-packaged, corporate, consumer 
culture that is destroying the Earth. We forced them 
to take the mask of democracy off and expose the 
face of fascism that truly rules here. 

Our experience in Minneapolis has led us to believe 
it would be wise for all of us to create communities 
and develop infrastructures that will meet the basic 


“If we organize effectively enough 
we can build the mass movement 
necessary to incite cultural 
revolution, de-industrialization, 
radical redistribution of wealth 
and peace.” 


needs of a culture of creative resistance in city neigh- 
borhoods throughout the nation. If we build geo- 
graphically concentrated communities of people 
who share a common vision, we stand a greater 
chance of sustaining ourselves through certain 
state oppression, potential starvation and poten- 
tially violent chaos. If we are surrounded by 
people we love and trust in land-based commu- 
nities within the city, we will be much more able 
to respond to the changing conditions of the 
world. We will be prepared, rather than left 
reeling and reacting to crisis. 

We can join squatters in reclaiming homes to 
provide housing. We can work with Food not 
Bombs on their turf, as they have always sup- 
ported our forests actions. Guerrilla gardeners 
should reclaim empty city lots, Creating beauty 
and food. Anarcho-punks, artists and radical 
theatre troops can provide entertainment, sup- 
plying not only bread but circuses as well. It is 
important for our movement to be able to pro- 
vide for our basic needs if we want to build a 
brighter future. If we organize effectively and 
densely enough we can build the mass move- 
ment necessary to incite cultural revolution, 
de-industrialization, radical redistribution of 
wealth and hopefully bring about peace. 

Urban organizing, in conjunction with forest 
activism, may be Grandma Earth's best bet for 
survival and our best bet for destroying the con- 
trol the capitalist patriarchy has over the web of 
life. We have both the opportunity and the 
imperative to build these communities. Only 
with the nurturing and support that true com- 
munities like the Minnehaha Free State have to 
offer will our movement thrive as a source of 
inspiration and a wellspring of active resistance. 
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Dear EF!, 

Answer: A vacation. 

Question: What do the yokels 
in my area of the country call 
sitting on the front porch with a 
6-pack and a bug zapper? 

They also get their kicks by 
running over turtles in the road. 
But I've got an idea that should 
curb their penchant for turtle- 
cakes. Shape mud in the form of 
a turtle and fill it with large nails. 
When it dries, disguise it with 
black, brown and green spray 
paint. Then place it in the road 
on the yellow line within 100 
feet of a four way stop. That way, 
no one will be going too fast, and 
only the jerks wanting to kill a 
turtle will have to change a tire. 

Sincerely, 

— Mark Lynch 


Greetings, extend her thanx to 
all at Earth First! for the support 
they have continued to give to 
the Green Belt Movement. We at 
GBM are grateful to you and 
thank you for raising awareness 
of our struggle with the Karura 
Forest in the Journal for Earth 
First! (Sometimes I feel that one 
exclamation point is not enough) 
:-) .Thank you . 

— Muta, Green Belt Movement, 
Nairobi, Kenya. 

Ted Kaczynski to John Zerzan 
November 29, 1998 
Dear (John), 

Yes; send me a copy of your 
new book. 

Concerning EF!, my sugges- 
tion is that the real revolution- 
aries among them should with- 


draw from the existing EF! and 
form their own movement, 
which would exclude mere re- 
formers, liberals, leftists, etc. 
who are afraid of "alienating the 
middle class." (Imagine how the 
war against Hitler would have 
turned out if Allied soldiers had 
been afraid of "alienating the 
Nazis.") Such a splinter EF! 
movement might start small, but 
I have a feeling that it would 
grow pretty rapidly. 

I suggest that one of the big- 
gest mistakes modern American 
revolutionaries make is that, in 
the name of "tolerance," they 
let anyone and everyone of a 
vaguely rebellious disposition 
join their movements. The re- 
sult is that they get diluted, or 
even swamped, by large num- 
bers of make-believe revolution- 


aries for whom rebellion is only 
a game. Even if it sounds "intol- 
erant," revolutionaries must 
form a movement that is exclu- 
sive to the extent that it incor- 
porates none but real revolution- 
aries. Only in this way can the 
movement have cohesion and 
the capacity for vigorous action. 

Feel free to pass this note on to 
the editor of the EF! Journal. She 
can publish it if she likes. 

Best regards, 

— Ted Kaczynski 
04475-046 
Administrative Maximum Facility, 
PO Box 8500, Florence, CO 
81226-8500. 

Dear SFB, 

Great to see the "open letter on 
political divison within EF!" I 
agree with the 75 at the organiz- 


ers conference. Those who think 
that non-violence is always at- 
tainable are watching too much 
tele-tubbie! There's some bad 
people afoot who will do bad 
things to you as it is their only 
means of expression. Are you 
ready for them? Have you seen 
the Klan in action when they 
know the police will not inter- 
vene? Seen the video of the 
Greensboro massacre? We've got 
some ultra right-wing red necks 
round these parts who won't hesi- 
tate to dish out abuse as the rap- 
ture is imminent anyhow! Don't 
beanyone'spunchingbag, friends. 
Ramona Africa stated that accept- 
ing violence to one's person is a 
form of condoning it. She's right! 

— Freebird in N.C. 

continued on page 26 
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Green Steal 


Should EF! Work with the Steel Union? 


BAD IDEA 

by John Zerzan 

In recent months some Earth First.'ers 
have assisted the United Steelworkers of 
America (USWA) in their strike against 
the Maxxam corporation. Maxxam and 
its boss, Charles Hurwitz, have been the 
enemy in the EF! attempt to save red- 
woods in the Northern California Head- 
waters campaign. 

Now there is growing talk of an anti- 
Maxxam, pro-environment alliance be- 
tween EF! and the steelworkers union. 
A USWA organizer proposed such a 
partnership in March at the Environ- 
mental Law Conference in Eugene, Or- 
egon, to enthusiastic applause. 

I think such a development would 
be a serious step backward, not a way 
forward for the radical environmen- 
tal movement, consider the follow- 
ing aspects: 

•Industrialism 

Industrial civilization is a disaster for 
the natural world. The health of the 
United Steelworkers of America is more 
steelworkers, more steel mills. Kind of 
obvious. 

•Unionism 

The USWA is out to "topple 
Maxxam!" Baloney. It has never 
toppled anything and never will. As 
most workers (and even most leftists) 
realize, unions are police agents, in 
place largely to control workers. Each 
union local is the property of an inter- 
national union, and dissident activity 
goes nowhere for that reason. If a local 
starts to get out of line, the interna- 
tional puts it into receivership, i.e. 
takes it over. Meanwhile, the USWA 
gets free pickets and other EF! support. 
What does the environment get? 

•Reformism 

Unions are pillars of industrial soci- 
ety. Any strategy that depends on and 
strengthens unions further cements the 
dominant, oppressive order. An "envi- 
ronmental" policy that issues from an 
EF!/USWA partnership would be very 
tame and limited, more likely on the 
order of current Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency orientation, and would tend 
to limit radical efforts. 

•Absence of Autonomy 


Ties to bureaucratic organized labor 
constitute a much more mediated, 
officialized direction than EF! has previ- 
ously stood for. How about directly 
communicating with workers rather 
than agreements with their union 
agents? It would be harder, but going 
against the grain always is. 

So very unsurprising that the main 
push to link up with the United Steel- 
workers of America comes from North- 
ern California, that hotbed of model 
citizen "activism." The tame, reformist 
outlook of these folks counsels others to 
get behind this projected development, 
to be "practical." I think abolishing the 
whole devouring, ruinous system is the 
"practical" thing to do! Let's go forward 
with what needs to be done, not back- 
ward into the embrace of what has so 
obviously failed nature and added to 
the domestication of humans. 

GOOD IDEA 

by Mikal Jakubal 

The Journal staff asked me to reply to 
John Zerzan's comments since I have 
been involved in the enviro/labor effort 
with the United Steelworkers of America 
(USWA) since the beginning. While it 
will be clear that I differ with John on 
most of his points, I nevertheless find it 
useful that someone has begun this 
discussion. I'm less concerned here with 
proving a point than with offering per- 
spective. My views are based on my own 
experience and observations, and I en- 
courage continued critical discussion. 

Last October, forest activists from 
Humboldt County, CA, contacted the 
USWA (who also work in aluminum), 
and went to the struck Kaiser Alumi- 
num (a Maxxam subsidiary) plants. Con- 
nections made on these trips sparked 
several actions, including the dramatic 
Kaiser ore-ship blockade at the Port of 
Tacoma (see EF!J Feb-March 1999) and 
an anti-Maxxam rally in Scotia, CA with 
150 steelworkers. There have been on- 
going joint enviro/labor actions around 
the country since then, and the move- 
ment is rapidly growing. 

As for John's comments, there is no, 
"Earth First!/USWA alliance;" it is better 
understood as a labor/environmental 


collaboration. And such collaboration 
is not merely "proposed" — it has been 
alive and kicking since October. This 
has helped open communication be- 
tween enviros and working-class people 
in other industries. One point that most 
of us have emphasized from the begin- 
ning is that steelworkers don't have to 
become environmentalists, and we don't 
have to become unionists. 

Point 1. The USWA does not build 
smelters, they just advocate for those 
who work them. If the USWA ever holds 
a "Build More Smelters Now!" rally, you 
won't find me or many EF!ers there. I 
am not personally as concerned with 
the "health of the USWA" as with the 
health of the individual human beings 
whom I've met and the concerns they 
have. Guess what? Most of us want the 
same things: Home, family, meaning- 
ful livelihood, community, health — 
basic stuff. Both John and I have eco- 
nomic situations that allow us freedom 
and spare time to be activists. You 
won't get very far telling someone with 
a family and house payments that in- 
dustrialism is a disaster so they should 
just quit and make their living publish- 
ing radical books for the anarcho-primi- 
tivist micro-ghetto. 

Point 2. It has been argued that the 
reason that many industrialists invited 
unions in to organize their plants was 
to guarantee employee discipline and 
prevent things like anarcho-syndical- 
ism and wildcat strikes. So? This is not 
about "unions, " but about people and 
opening lines of communication and 
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Deep-cover Earth Agent, Jakubal scabbed for days 
inside aluminum plants, sowing seeds he hopes 
will help environmentalists and workers 
overthrow Maxxam. 


action between us. Enviros don't have 
to become cheerleaders for unionism 
anymore than the other way around. 
Anyone wondering about how work- 
ers feel about the union should go ask 
them personally. 

Our joint actions have been fun, edu- 
cational and beneficial for both sides. 
And there have been as many "pro- 
environment" actions as "pro-strike" 
ones. Being realistic, these actions have 
mostly served to boost mutual morale 


and provide opportunities to open dis- 
cussion about more strategically signifi- 
cant future collaboration. 

Point 3. Most EF! activism is already 
basically reformist, aimed more at a 
change in corporate or government 
policy than revolution per se. Either 
way, our strategy does not depend on 
unions any more than it depends on the 
Sierra Club. It does depend on broaden- 
ing our radical outreach, education and 
communication efforts to the broadest 
possible audience. What we seek is 
direct, unmediated communication 
with individual human beings about 
matters of mutual concern. We've been 
able to do this with the steelworkers. In 
the case of Pacific Lumber employees, 
unionization would finally allow this 
communication to take place by re- 
moving the fear of being unemployed 
and homeless simply for talking with 
their neighbors. 

No radical efforts will be limited by 
broadening the movement. Individual 
EFiers and autonomous EF! groups can 
always choose their priorities for them- 
selves. The steelworkers would never 
let EF! dictate how to run the Kaiser 
strike so why would anyone think that 
EFiers would let the USWA officials 
direct the forest campaigns? Both sides 
should proceed with openness and a 
friendly skepticism. 

Point 4. We should go to union halls, 
hang out at picket lines, go to bars with 
them, party together. That, in fact, is 
exactly what we've been doing. 

The reason that the "main push to 
link up with the United Steelworkers 
comes from Northern California" is that 
both of us are fighting a common en- 
emy — Maxxam — and this gave us a 
simple and logical point around which 
to begin communication [Ed. note: A 
great deal of steelworker outreach is also 
being organized in Washington state]. 
Nearly all activist groups have "out- 
reach to the labor movement" on their 
agendas but don't know how to go 
about it. We finally opened the door. 

I know that John has had some (ap- 
parently bad) experiences with unions 
in the past. Perhaps he and others could 
share their insights with newer activ- 
ists. That would go further than blanket 
dismissals and absolutist statements. If 
nothing more comes out of this whole 
eco/labor effort than a little more hu- 
man communication and some new 
perspectives, it will have been worth it. 

For more information, contact Rob 
Lalicker of the USWA Local 7945 in 
Tacoma, WA at (253) 272-4748; 
www.uswa.org. 


Wolves & Poodles 


A wolf barking up the right tree to Wall Street Journal reporter Bob Ortega 
for breaking out of the pack of the running dogs of the counter-revolution and 
deftly exposing the checkered past and present of our incredibly inept, but still 
annoying, arch-nemesis Barry Clausen. His March 2, WSJ profile, "To Barry 
Clausen, the Woods are Full of Eco-Terrorists," hit all the high points: 
Clausen's shadowy drug connections with the Feds, cozy relationship with 
the timber giants that fund him and the outrageous ways Clausen 
manipulates the media into helping him accomplish his life's 
mission of jerking around Earth First! 

An aging, but still raging, silver granny wolf to 
shotgun-wielding Hildegard von Waldenburg, 79, 
who confronted workers cutting down trees near her 
Nassau, New York property. An AP story said she told 
the fellers, "If you don't stop cutting my trees, I shoot 
you!" Whoa, Hildegard, that's not very nonviolent! 
A defiant wolf whose spirit remains unbroken to 
British animal liberation warrior Keith Mann who 
was recently released after four years in prison for 
criminal damage to meat vehicles, attempted incitement, 
possession of explosive materials, attempted arson and escaping 
from police custody. We're overjoyed to have you back in our pack! 
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A two-faced poodle that only gives lip-service to supporting biodiversity 
to the Smithsonian Institution for petitioning the Feds for an exemption 
to the Endangered Species Act so it could import the carcass of a rare Central 
Asian bighorn sheep killed by infamous Texas trophy hunter Kenneth 
Behring. To thank them, the blood-thirsty aristocrat and former Seattle 
Seahawks owner, donated $20 million to the venerable Institution a few 
weeks later. 

A neurotic poodle rearing its ugly head again to mad scientist Dr. 
Reinhold Rasmussan, who has been making headlines by touting his 
theory that trees cause pollution. Rasmussan first made the kooky "killer 
trees" argument about the deleterious effects of natural hydrocarbons 
released by trees while acting as an advisor to foolish former-president 
Ronald Reagan. Fortunately, once again botanists have 
been quick to dismiss Rasmussan's claims. 

A clean-shaven poodle with cultural co-optation 
on its mind to Mademoiselle. In its April-issue feature 
story about the radical womyn who attended the 1998 
Ruckus Womyn's Action Camp in Austin, Texas, the 
magazine's photo editors underhandedly 
airbrushed away the golden locks that naturally 
adorn the armpits of one of the radical womyn, 
evidently so as not to offend their Nair-addicte< 
readership. 





HEADWATERS DEAL 


by Karen Pickett 

Seven minutes short of the March 1 midnight deadline, 
government agencies and Pacific Lumber/Maxxam signed 
the Headwaters forest deal. What really happened? What 
does it mean, and what do we — who have been fighting for 
the ancient redwoods, salmon and other wildlife— do now? 

This has been a hostage situation since day one, with 
corporate raider Charles Hurwitz sitting in the driver's seat. 
As a long-time Headwaters activist said in reaction to 
passage of the deal, "Now that we've paid the ransom and 
freed the hostages, it's time to go after the kidnappers." This 
deal rewards Hurwitz handsomely for his crimes against 
the people and communities of California, against his own 
shareholders and crimes against nature. 

The Headwaters forest campaign has .been raging for 12 
years. For over two years, the Headwaters deal process has 
been very politically charged and has had a number of 
agency officials and elected representatives with tremen- 
dous vested interest in it. That vested interest fueled the 
drive to finally consummate a deal that left those negotiat- 
ing on the government side vulnerable to the demands of 
Charles Hurwitz, CEO of Maxxam, who stood to benefit 
most. The negotiation process was skewed from the begin- 
ning as the only ones at the table were officials from the 
Department of the Interior, politicians such as Dianne 
Feinstein, top level US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) staff and other 
government Teps negotiating with PL/Maxxam corporados. 
Those who fought for Headwaters from the beginning were 
not at the table. Nor were the scientists. 

The deal in a nutshell 

As diverse as the forest biology is, as multi-faceted as the 
campaign has become, so was the deal which carried a 
number of tenants, all of which needed to be approved for 
it to be finalized. Once the dust settled, this is what the deal 
gave us in a nutshell: 


and breathe a sigh of relief for the ancient groves that will 
never see the sharp side of Hurwitz's chain saws. And 
perhaps a shorter sigh can be breathed for the other old- 
growth groves — Allen Creek, Shaw Creek, Bell Lawrence and 
the other remnant and residual tracts of forest that are 
designated off-limits for the 50-year life of the HCP. But it is 
crucial to realize that only 10 percent of Headwaters forest 
is permanently protected. This is not enough to save its 
endangered species or a viable, ancient redwood ecosystem. 

Many areas are still vulnerable, including 9,000 acres of 
ancient and residual old-growth Douglas fir in the Mattole 
and Bear River watersheds. Luna, the tree that Julia Butterfly 
sits in, is not in a protected area. More than 8,000 acres of 
residual ancient forest will not even be surveyed for endan- 
gered species before being put on the chopping block and 
neither will 460 acres of ancient redwood forest, much of it 
known to be occupied by murrelets. 

The "Hole in the Headwaters," a 750-acre approved log- 
ging plan within the boundaries of the preserve on the 
South Fork of the Elk River, one of the five best coho 
spawning streams in California remains unprotected, as 
does the site where David "Gypsy" Chain was killed. This 
area has been protected by a continuous vigil and treesits 
since his death on September 1 7. 

The precedents this deal sets are dangerous on all counts! 
You can bet that Louisiana Pacific, Georgia Pacific, 
Weyerhaeuser, Simpson, Plum Creek, Boise Cascade and 
other timber giants were paying close attention to this deal, 
watching how far the agencies could be pushed. The most 
visible and publicly scrutinized HCP process to date has left 
them licking their chops at the high price commanded for 
public acquisition of habitat. 

There is no doubt the coho got screwed by this deal. 
Salmon habitat is so severely degraded and depleted that 
survival, much less recovery of the Northern California 
coho, is certainly not assured. Under the law, incidental take 
permits, central to the HCP, cannot threaten the survival 
and recovery of endangered wildlife, but this one does. But 


•Transfer of 10,000 acres of redwood forestland to public 
hands. This includes the 3,000-acre Headwaters Grove, 
Elkhead Springs Grove and 
surrounding buffers. The pur- 
chase of Owl Creek Grove, 
and acreage in Grizzly Creek 
was authorized separately 
and is being negotiated based 
on appraisals of the land 
(about half of the 10,000 acres 
is old growth). Providing for 
this acquisition is an expen- 
diture of nearly half a billion 
taxpayer dollars. According 
to a '95 Department of Jus- 
tice evaluation, that's nearly 
20 times the fair market value. 

Charles Hurwitz paid $900 million for the whole company 
in 1985 when it was rich in assets and old-growth forests. 
You do the arithmetic. 

•A habitat conservation plan (HCP)/sustained yield plan 
(SYP). This 50-year management plan for the rest of PL's 
210,000 acres is essentially an application for permission to 
kill endangered species and destroy habitat protected un- 
der law. Rather than assuring full compliance with the 
embattled federal Endangered Species Act, the plan pro- 
vides bucketloads of loopholes through catchy provisions 
like "watershed analysis" and "adaptive management" 
processes. All of these plans are subject to a "no surprises" 
clause that allows changes in only one direction— weaken- 
ing the protection that full enforcement of state and federal 
laws would otherwise provide. 

•A contract with the state of California. This provides 
protection for nearly 8,000 acres of potential marbled 
murrelet habitat for the 50-year life of the HCP. However, 
less than half of those acres are actually viable habitat 
because the bird is old-growth dependent, and only 1,446 
acres are old growth and 2,700 are residual. The contract 
also provides penalties for illegal logging by PL/Maxxam, 
for which they have become infamous. Logging in off- 
limits wildlife habitat now brings a $1,000 fine plus 150 
percent of the stumpage value of each tree. For murrelet 
nesting trees, the penalties are a $3,000 fine plus 250 
percent stumpage value. 



as longtime frontline forest activist Judi Bari said when this 
deal was first proposed two years ago, "We need to save what 

we can now, and fight like 
hell for the rest." 

How do we fight like 
hell for the rest? 

•Support the legal chal- 
^ lenges that the Environmen- 
I tal Protection Information 
Center (EPIC) is mounting. 
| It will be costly and tough, 
| and we all need to support 
s their efforts in whatever way 
we can. Send donations for 
At the HCP hearings in Oakland, CA, in November legal challenges to EPIC, POB 

397, Garberville, CA 95542. 
•Debt for Nature Swap: The Office of Thrift and Supervi- 
sion and the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, arms of 
the US Treasury, have outstanding claims against Hurwitz 
and Maxxam stemming from his crashing of his Savings and 
Loan in Texas that cost taxpayers $1.6 billion to bail out. If 
satisfaction of the debt were translated into assets other than 
cash (i.e., redwood forestland owned by the debtor Hurwitz), 
this debt for nature swap could go a long way in achieving 
fuller protection for Headwaters. Write to Chair, Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation, 550 1 7th St. NW, Washing- 
ton DC, 20429 and to the Office of Thrift and Supervision, 
1700 G St. NW, Washington DC, 20552. 

•Real protection for the now designated "Headwaters 
Preserve" will include an Environmental Impact Statement 
process and public hearings, which are expected to com- 
mence in early summer. Headwaters Grove has been opened 
to the public without any environmental assessment of the 
impact of trampling in this pristine wilderness. It is under 
Bureau of Land Management jurisdiction in the interim, 
and the first thing the agencies did was install a public toilet. 
We don't want a Headwaters Disneyland! 

•Support frontline activists like Julia Butterfly who re- 
mains 180-feet up defending the trees unprotected by the 
deal, as does Nate Madsen tree sitting up in the Freshwater 
watershed, as are sitters in Grizzly Creek. It is not time to 
unplug yet. Contact Northcoast EF! at POB 28, Areata, CA 
95518; (707) 825-6598. 


What's wrong with the deal? 

We got ancient forest lands out of Maxxam's hands and 
into the public's. That is good right? It makes sense to pause 


Stay in touch with the Headwaters hotline for updates at 
(510) 835-6303. For more information contact the Bay Area 
Coalition for Headwaters, 2530 San Pablo Ave., Berkeley, CA 
94702; bach@igc.org. 



Sacking Circus Gatti 

Five members of Eugene, OR, Ani- 
mal Defense League locked down to 
Circus Gatti's main ring on March 23. 
The activists were the first ever to dis- 
rupt Circus Gatti, which the US De- 
partment of Agriculture has cited for 
failure to provide proper care and exer- 
cise for its animal performers, as well as 
neglect and abuse. The activists locked 
together on top of a tarp, which the 
police and enraged animal trainers used 
to drag them out. In response, the 
circus protesters declared, "We are sick 
of fucking taking this abuse toward the 
Earth and its inhabitants and it matters 
little to us whether we have to endure 
threats of violence or even acts of vio- 
lence. . . direct action speaks louder than 
words! " The activists were charged with 
criminal trespass, cited and released. 

Jean-Free GE Action 

On February 25, a group of artists 
and activists calling themselves 
FabRAGE (Fabulous Resistance Against 
Genetic Engineering) disrupted a 
Monsanto presentation on genetically 
engineered (GE) bollgard cotton at the 
"Field to Fashion" conference spon- 
sored by Levi in San Francisco, Califor- 
nia. "We'd rather go naked than wear 
genetically modified cotton!" shouted 
Biogrrl, a fashion diva at the event, as a 
half dozen "artivists" charged through 
the room and stripped off their 
biohazglam gowns, chanting: "We 
don't want it, won't buy it and won't 
wear it! " An eight-page FabRAGE book- 
let attacking bollgard cotton and 
Monsanto had been distributed 
throughout the conference during the 
lunch break. Monsanto representatives 
appeared apoplectic and defensive in 
the face of the action. "We want to 
address some of the concerns raised in 
these booklets," whined the reps. 

Citing the recently published studies 
by Rowett Research that found GE po- 
tatoes had damaged the kidneys, thy- 
mus, spleen, gut and immune systems 
of laboratory rats after only 10 days of 
feeding trials, the activists explained: 
"There is a revolving door between the 
FDA, the Clinton administration and 
Monsanto. We are not fooled by their 
advertising campaigns or by the com- 
plicity of the Clinton administration 
in covering up the dangers of geneti- 
cally engineered foods and products or 
by the US media blackout on US resis- 
tance to GE products." 

FabRAGE is a project of Artists for 
Responsible Genetics and can be found 
at www.artactivist.com/artists. 


Derailing Lincoln Pulp 

Protesting the continued poisoning 
of the Penobscot River Valley by Lin- 
coln Pulp and Paper Co. (LPP), activists 
from around New England barricaded 
the railroad line between Holtra Chem 
Corporation and LPP, preventing the 
movement of chlorine and other poi- 
sons to the riverfront factory in Lin- 
coln, Maine. "Lincoln Pulp and Paper 
likes to pretend that they're a clean and 
Earth-friendly paper mill, " said Jim Free- 
man of Native Forest Network, "but the 
dozens of chemical tank cars that travel 
there from Holtra. Chem and General 
Alum and Chemical Corp. prove that is 
pure make believe." 

Holtra Chem continues to be one of 
the biggest mercury dischargers in 
Maine. The plant manufactures chlo- 
rine, caustic soda; hydrochloric acid, 
and chloropicrin for use in the pulp 
and paper industry. No trains came 
that day, but the activists say that they 
will continue their campaign until LPP 
goes totally chlorine free (TCP). No 
arrests were made and the blockade 
ended peacefully;- 
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Government Am Industry Beat Seals Bloody 

275,000 harp seals to be clubbed to death in Canada 


• . ^ ' 

| . 


by Patricia Gray and Rod Coronado 

Canada's resumption of its seal war began this 
year when an estimated 300,000 harp seals were 
spotted off Prince Edward Island (PEI). Thirty seal- 
ing vessels advanced into the area of the herds, 
opening a national park area to hunting. But the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) says 
that, "there is a misnomer that there is a protected 
area around PEI where the seals cannot be hunted. 
Some people actually want to call it a sanctuary." 
Canada's harp seal hunt is the largest marine mam- 
mal slaughter in the world and just the latest in an 
ecological war of genocidal proportions waged 
against seals for over 200 years. 

On March 19, the killing fleet was in place. A 
Canadian Coast Guard ship sailed from the Magdalen 
Islands breaking ice for a small fleet of sealing vessels. 
By afternoon they were five miles off PEI's North Shore 
according to Pat Gray, a resi- 
dent documenting the 
slaughter. The seals were on 
moving ice four miles off- 
shore in PEI National Park. 

Fisheries Minister David 
Anderson has set this year's 
quota at 275,000 seals 
though it is estimated that 
tens of thousands more die 
after being wounded. DFO 
acknowledged that hun- 
dreds of carcasses washed 
up on PEI shores last year, 
stating that they didn't re- 
flect "any great increase in 
the number of seals who 
perish each year. It wasn't 
anything extravagant." DFO 
says the hunt area is subdi- 
vided into administrative ar- 
eas, and any one area can be closed down. This is not 
to protect seals but to prevent the public from witness- 
ing the slaughter. "We try to maintain a five-to-seven 
mile distance so it's not visible on shore," said DFO. 
Photographic evidence shows seals are repeatedly 
clubbed and not killed with a single blow. 

On March 21, Gray wrote, "I had been told that seal 
pups were spotted along the western shore of the 
island. I was surprised to see the remains of a seal hunt 
offshore — carcasses of seal pups left on the ice and 
blood everywhere. I spotted a fishing boat with four 
people on board slowly working its way through the 
ice, stopping now and then to allow a sealer to jump 
onto an ice pan and drag pelts onboard. There were 
Coast Guard helicopters in the area buzzing back and 
forth, setting down on the ice and taking off again to 
somewhere between PEI and New Brunswick." 

The Canadian government — in an attempt to pre- 
vent photographic documentation of the slaughter — 
requires journalists to go through a criminal back- 
ground check. They also cannot get closer than 25 
meters from a sealer, are restricted to a five-mile radius 
of a fixed point and must update DFO about their 
whereabouts. 

International media complain the government is 
infringing on the freedom of the press to report on the 
atrocities that take place on the ice. On March 24, 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) confirmed 
that sealers attacked members of International Fund 
for Animal Welfare (IFAW) and journalists observing 
the hunt in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. The group 
obtained permits and landed in an area designated by 
the DFO next to a Coast Guard helicopter. The Coast 
Guard helicopter left the group to observe the blood 
and seal carcasses all over the ice unescorted. Two 
sealers approached on a snowmobile, picking up pelts 
while waving and beckoning to other sealers a short 
distance away. The observers, sensing there may be 
trouble, walked back to their helicopter. Suddenly, 
both observers were hit and one was grabbed from the 
back, his video camera tom from his hands, the 
camera and film destroyed. A club was placed under 
his chin, pushing his head back, and seal blood was 

Page 6 Earth First! Beltane 1999 


smeared on both their faces. A helicopter with RCMP 
officers landed shortly afterwards and questioned the 
sealers before releasing them. 

On March 22, two international reporters were 
arrested and forced to march to a Coast Guard vessel 
for allegedly failing to maintain a 25-meter distance 
from sealers. An observer and member of the British 
Parliament stated, "There is international concern 
over the Canadian seal hunt, and observers from 
different countries are therefore in everyone's interest. 
Since arriving last weekend I have witnessed hassle 
and obstruction of those seeking to witness the hunt. 
This will only heighten concerns that there are prac- 
tices happening that the authorities would prefer we 
did not see." A spokesperson for IFAW also said, 
"There is clearly a campaign of harassment by sealers, 
aided and abetted by the Canadian government against 
citizens and visitors who have a legal right to witness 
this open-air hunt. Each year sealers head to the ice 

and openly 
violate Marine 
Mammal 
Regulations 
and the Cana- 
dian Criminal 
Code. It is clear 
that this gov- 
ernment is un- 
able to prop- 
erly regulate 
the hunt, and 
it is clearer still 
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Harp seals brutally slaughtered for pelts and penises 

that the DFO 
would rather co- 
erce arid intimi- 
date journalists 
than riave the re- 
ality of the hunt 
continue to be 
seen by Canadi- 
ans." 

On March 26, 
Gray reported 
from the air, 



Slaughtered in the name of seafood. 

"Against a black sea far below are tiny dark shapes 
lying scattered in a pristine world. Absorbing the 
warmth of early spring sunshine, seal pups huddle in 
their ice cradles around cracks of open water between 
ice flows. The helicopter flies further north. Below the 
horizon a faint grey wisp of smoke rises from the blood 
red hull of the Canadian Coast Guard ship, Sir William 
Alexander, as it breaks through thick pans of ice. 

Dwarfed and following close behind are four sealing 
vessels. Ten more sealing vessels can be seen scattered 
along the lead just opened by another Coast Guard 
ship. In the midst of this convoy of death, a sealing 
helicopter sets down on the ice. Snowmobiles towing 
sleds loaded with bloodied pelts work their way to- 
ward the aircraft. The scene is grizzly with strings of 
bloodied snow crisscrossing to form crimson trails 
over the ice and black skinned carcasses are every- 
where. This is not a hunt; this a systematic slaughter. 

While these pups lie at the ruthlessness of clubs, the 
rest of this battle against nature is waged with all the 
trappings of modern technology; helicopters, ATVs 
and snowmobiles gird this event, but a more primitive 
killing method prevails. Sealers use a "Hakapik, " a club 
with a hook at one end, to gore and repeatedly plunge 
deep into the young seals' skulls. 

A Canadian Coast Guard helicopter appears. An 
RCMP officer on board motions to get away. A voice 
crackles over the radio, "Too close, too close!" Flying 
further west, sealers can be seen moving on the ice. 

Small boats are scattered, and everywhere there are 
trails of blood and still black forms. Six more sealing 


vessels face into the ice as a Coast Guard helicopter 
hovers above, monitoring the brutality of three seal- 
ers. Two snowmobiles towing pelts move in the direc- 
tion of the vessels. A Coast Guard helicopter appears 
and the official inside motions us to leave this zone. 
What terror lurks beyond the barrier Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans has erected? If this way of life is 
valid then why would the institutions charged with 
protecting it hide it from the world? Where is the pride 
that motivates these people to continue with their 
traditions? Canada seems likely to go to any length to 
prevent the world from discovering blood on its ice. 
The Canadian government has effectively closed the 
sealing area to observers and imposed an Iron Curtain 
around it in an attempt to hide the truth." 

A primary excuse to justify the slaughter is that seals 
threaten local fisheries. But the government ignores 
reports that harp seals feed on non-commercial fish 
that prey on commercial fish, and nursing seals fast 
while in Canadian waters. In 1998, a petition by 97 
Society for Marine Mammalogy biologists stated, "All 
scientific efforts to find an effect of seal predations on 
Canadian groundfish stocks have failed to show any 
impact. Overfishing remains the only scientifically 
demonstrated problem." 

The ecological balance between seals and fish dem- 
onstrates why prior to commercial exploitation, tens 
of millions of seals coexisted with what once was some 
of the world's most abundant fish populations. A 
French settler in 1760, after seeing harp seals pass in 
their annual migration near Newfoundland, said, 
"they filled the sea from shore to horizon for ten days 
and nights!" Meanwhile, pri- 
vate experts say it's only a 
matter of time before either 
the bankruptcy of fishing 
companies or the extinction 
of their quarry arrives. An 
American delegate to a Febru- 
ary meeting of the world's „ 
fishing nations stated that, 
"globally, the problem of 
overcapacity in the world's 
fleet is probably the single 
greatest threat to the world's 
fish resources. Within the 
next decade or so, if we do not 
take steps to address the prob- 
lem of overcapacity, then the 
demand for wild fish stocks is 
going to exceed the supply." 
Some experts say this has al- 
ready happened suggesting that fish are being caught 
faster than they can reproduce. Until the collapse 
comes, harp seals and other marine wildlife will con- 
tinue to be scapegoated. 

In addition to the seal's fur, penises are being mar- 
keted as aphrodisiacs and sold in Asian herb shops 
worldwide for as much as $200. Newfoundland's 
Fisheries Minister has been promoting seal products 
in China, Thailand, Japan and Korea and recently told 
a reporter, "If we do our marketing right and get into 
these countries, in five, ten years down the road 
sealing could be worth at least $ 1 00 million a year. The 
Chinese are looking for new products, new meat, new 
species of animals such as seals and other marine 
mammals." Echoing this is Roger Simon, DFO re- 
source manager in PEI who on April 5 said, "With the 
increase in seals and prices, the sealing industry is on 
a comeback." 

A missionary explorer once used the newborn harp 
seal to explain Bible stories to the indigenous people of 
the North. The "lamb of God" was translated to "kotik" 
or baby seal. That was then, this is now. On Prince 
Edward Island Pat Gray voices dismay at this year's 
slaughter, "This is a crime against nature — these seals 
do not belong to Canada; these seals are migratory 
animals. They belong to the world. " After over 30 years 
of protests, letter writing, boycotts and direct action, 
the killing still continues. If the combined efforts of the 
animal welfare, animal rights and conservation move- 
ments cannot stop the Canadian seal slaughter, what 
hope is there for the rest of the natural world? 





Murder, Genocide and Petrol in Columbia 


by Shannon Wright and Steve Kretzmann 

"We are seeking an explanation for this 'progress' that 
goes against life. We are demanding that this kind of 
progress stop, that oil exploitation in the heart of the Earth 
is halted, that the deliberate bleeding of the Earth stop. " 

— Statement of the U'wa people, August 8, 1998 

We were in Oregon at the Environmental Law 
Conference to address the connection between oil 
and human rights violations when we got the news 
that Ingrid Washinawatok, Lahe'ena'e Gay and 
Terence Freitas had been murdered in Colombia. 
We never imagined our friend Terry would become 
the latest victim of petro-violence. Terry led an 
international campaign in support of the U'wa, an 
indigenous Colombian group of 5,000 opposed to 
Los Angeles-based Occidental Petroleum's plans to 
drill for oil on their ancestral lands. Justice for our 
friend requires an examination of Colombia's cycle 
of violence and of the role that oil projects play in 
that ongoing cycle. 

Our national thirst for oil comes at a high price. 
Colombia has the worst human rights record of 
any country in the Americas. In 1994, the US cut 
off financial assistance to the Colombian military 
over human rights concerns. A concerted lobby- 
ing effort, led in part by the oil industry, suc- 
ceeded in early 1997 in restoring then drastically 
increasing US military aid. 

Colombia is the fourth-larg- 
est and fastest-growing ex- 
porter of oil in South America. 

Under pressure from the 
United States and international 
financial institutions, the Co- 
lombian government has 
turned to increasing oil pro- 
duction as a way to pay its 
debts. The US imports some 
260,000 barrels of oil a day 
from Colombia, making it the 
top consumer of Colombian 
oil. For the peoples of Colom- 


bia living in oil regions, however, this has brought 
only pollution and conflict. 

Oil and violence are inextricably linked in Colom- 
bia. Occidental's Cano Limon pipeline, just north of 
the U'wa people's territory, has been attacked by 
guerrillas more than 500 times in its 12 years of 
existence, spilling some 1.7 million barrels of crude 
oil into the soil and rivers. The Colombian govern- 
ment has militarized oil production and pipeline 
zones. In the process they persecute the local popu- 
lations that they assume are helping guerrillas. 
Arauca, where 
our friends were 
killed, is a major 
oil-producing 
region, and has 
one of the high- 
est documented 
rates of human 
rights abuses in 
Colombia. 

In April 1992, 

Occidental was 
granted an ex- 
ploration per- 
mit to much of 
traditional U'wa 
territory. The 
company be- 


U'wa man drinks from leaf cup. 


lieves the field holds ap- 
proximately 1.5 billion 
barrels of oil, slightly less 
than what the US con- 
sumes in three months. 
Since the beginning, the 
project has been plagued 




by the threat of guerrilla violence and increasing 
militarization of the region. By opposing the oil 
project, the U'wa are exercising their right to protect 
their people and land and to avoid turning their 
homeland into a magnet for violence. The U'wa 
have declared if their rights are not respected and 
this project proceeds, they as a people will commit 
suicide. If their land and their culture is to die, they 
are determined to die with it. 

The risk in pursuing this project is clear. 
Occidental's former business partner, Shell, pulled 
out of the deal last year, saying it did not want 
"another Nigeria." A few months earlier, the Orga- 
nization of American States (OAS) and a team from 
Harvard University recommended "an immediate 
and unconditional suspension" of oil activity on 
U'wa lands. Occidental, however, is still pressing 
forward with plans to drill on the U'wa lands, 
further endangering the communities in the region. 

Despite the fact that oil is not the only cause of 
Colombia's strife, ongoing investment in these 
war-torn regions by oil companies plays a central 
role. Two years ago, the OAS' InterAmerican Com- 
mission on Human Rights recognized oil compa- 
nies as responsible for the human rights violations, 
including the environmental and cultural destruc- 
tion, their activities bring to indigenous lands in 
Latin America. Oil companies argue that their 
"constructive engagement" in countries like Co- 
lombia is a force for peace, but they adopt no 
measures to back up these words. 

Peace in Colombia cannot be achieved simply by 
diplomatic overtures. For the U'wa, this peace will 
only come with the cancellation of the oil project 
slated on their land, which, in the words of Terry 
Freitas, "hangs over them like a shadow of death." 

Steve Kretzmann is Oil Campaign Director for Project 
Underground and can be reached at (510) 705-8982. 
Shannon Wright is the Director of the Beyond Oil 
Campaign at Rainforest Action Network and can be 
reached at (415) 398-4404. 


A traditional Rotarbaria house 


Extraction Ban in Ecuador Parks 


EZLN on Columbia Deaths 

continued from front page 

On one of the first trips I made to Washington DC, an American Indian 
woman brought up the word "genocide" to describe the situation of the 
Zapatistas. And a severe criticism was embedded in the hushed room of a 
roomful of bureaucrats, Indian representatives and press. "Don't you think 
you're exaggerating using that word, genocide... it is such a dramatic word." 
What is wrong with a society that cannot acknowledge the brutality which is 
supposed to be ignored, because the victims of it, Indians, are invisible? 

And I remember Ingrid's bright round eyes and the way they would fill 
with tears when she would hear the stories over and over again, when she 
would tap that well of sorrow which she knew so well as an American Indian. 
And I know somehow that at the moment of her death, she had no regrets 
about the way she had lived her life. In the hope that if this voice screamed 
loud enough, somehow this would make it stop. 

And now I also imagine the pundits at the State Department are running through 
the official halls trying to figure out what "spin" they will put on Ingrid's death. 
"How will we explain the death of three Americans? A tragic accident, a travesty, 
a dramatic exposure of the need to continue to fund the Drug War. Ignore the oil 
companies and their plunder. Ignore the exploitive trade agreements which deny 
farmers their livelihood. Ignore the crumbling national governments which melt 
under the weight of the International Monetary Fund. Ignore the corrupt police 
and army forces. Ignore the burgeoning social movements which erupt everywhere 
in search of hope, in search of something better than this devastation. This is the 
Third World, the neoliberal pundits say, and the Third World wi II be saved soon... " 

And Ingrid's death joins the list of the thousands who have died giving witness 
to something that is terribly wrong with humanity today— this obscene imbalance 
that imbues a few with more wealth than they can ever use in their entire lives and 
condemns the large majority to nothing but a march, a protest, a hunger strike, a 
land occupation, a gun, a hardened, wrinkled hand bunched together in a fist. 

Forgive me if in my sorrow I am rhetorical and all over the place. This was my way 
of giving voice to the pain of her loss. Of honoring her life. Of marking her death. 

I send to Ingrid's family and her loved ones all our consuelo, our hugs, our 
handshakes. We say to you that we honor Ingrid's life and mourn her death. 
From the Zapatistas who knew Ingrid, even though they never met her, who 
dreamed her dreams, who touched her heart, who know that in her death she 
will live forever, we salute Ingrid. Her hope remains untarnished. Her death 
now becomes another of the calluses which cushion our feet as we continue 
this long walk to freedom. We will endure, Ingrid. We will win. 

Cecilia Rodriguez is the EZLN representative in the United States and works for 
the National Commission for Democracy in Mexico. 


by Pratap Chatterjee 

Ecuadoran President Jamil Mahaud banned oil drilling, mining, logging and 
colonization in two major Ecuadorean national parks which lent a degree of 
protection to some 10,000 peoples from the Huaorani, Tagaeri and Taromenare 
tribes. Mahuad issued a decree on February 1 pledging to protect Cuyabeno- 
Imuya and Yasuni National Parks in eastern Ecuador, near the borders of Peru 
and Colombia. The parks total 2.7 million acres. Presidential decree gives these 
two national parks protection while Mahuad is in office. 

Organizations are now working to push this decree into Congressional law to 
ensure the area's permanent protection. Meanwhile, conflict between commu- 
nities and oil corporations continues throughout other parts of Ecuador with 
Atlantic Richfield Corporation, Occidental and Texaco — all of whom are US- 
based oil multinationals — making the news in the last few weeks. The day after 
Mahuad issued this decree in Ecuador, representatives from indigenous Ecua- 
dorian communities were in a New York federal court before US District Judge 
Jed Rakoff to testify in a $1 billion class action lawsuit being filed by the 
communities against Texaco. The case has gone back and forth in courts with 
a judge ruling in 1994 that communites could sue in the US. 

The judge who made that decision died shortly afterward and Rakoff, who took 
over the case, subsequently ruled that the Ecuadorean government had to join 
the suit for it to be heard in the US. An appeals court has since ordered Rakoff to 
make up his mind whether the case should be heard in the US or in Ecuador. The 
indigenous communities are arguing that the case should be heard in US courts 
because they say that government of Ecuador is too dependent on oil revenues, 
and its courts have no experience with these kinds of lawsuits. Cristobal Bonifaz, 
lawyer for the communities remarks, "This is an incredible catastrophe — they 
contaminated the land, they contaminated the rivers, they killed the fish and 
created a medical condition that is going to get worse in the years to come." 

On Feburary 1, Ecuadoran troops removed a group of some 300 people who 
had occupied an oil installation owned by Atlantic Richfield Corporation for a 
day near the town of Puyo in the Amazonian province of Pastaza. Locals from 
Pastaza descended on the camp to demand that Ecuador's government spend 
$4 million in investments needed to complete a road to the town. The protest 
forced the company to cease work temporarily. "Despite an agreement with the 
army, the 300 protesters were brutally removed," said Romulo Jurado, Secretary 
General of Puyo. Meanwhile, Occidental was forced to back down last month 
from its attempt to enforce an illegal agreement it made with a few Secoya 
leaders from one village who gave the company permission to drill for oil in the 
eastern corner of Ecuador. This temporary reprieve was won by the threat of 
legal action in Ecuador and lobbying at Occidental's US headquarters by the 
Institute for Science and Interdisciplinary Studies, the Secoya Indigenous 
Organization of Ecuador and Friends of the Amazon Secoya. 
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Titipods BusTEd-ip; Horse Butte BisoN Trap BuUt 

New/ fAciliiy sENds 4 5 buffAlo off to sUuqbiER 


by Two Jailbirds 

On March 18 the Montana Department of Live- 
stock (DOL) stepped up its intimidation tactics 
against demonstrators protesting the slaughter of 
America's last wild, free-roaming buffalo. More than 
20 law enforcement officers from the DOL, the 
Gallatin County Sheriff's Office, Montana Highway 
Patrol, the US Forest Service, and the Montana 
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks arrived at 
the tripod that blocked the DOL from building a 
new buffalo capture facility. 

The two-month blockade incited a legal dispute 
between the DOL and the Forest Service over which 
agency should bear the liability for removing the 
structure and protesters . Deciding that killing dozens 
of buffalo on their winter range was more important 
than the liability issues, the DOL signed the permit 
and two days later moved in with force. 

With their excess of law enforcement, the coop- 
erating agencies were able to remove the ground 
support person. As plowing of the road and re- 
moval of several slash piles began, members of the 
Buffalo Field Campaign gathered forces in sup- 
port of the sitter to protest the actions against the 
buffalo. Numerous protesters filtered through the 
trees, gathering together in a presence of power 
encircling the scene. As the sitter began to sing 
the words to a Neil Young song, "It's gonna take 
a lot of love to change the way things are, " silence 
came over the area. Several hours later, at about 
3:00 p.m., she was removed with a cherry picker 
and arrested for obstructing a "peace" officer and 
resisting arrest. 

Adding insult to injury, later that day, four cam- 
paign volunteers walked alongside four buffalo as 
several DOL agents remained on the road. When the 
agents saw the buffalo approaching they blocked the 
road with their snowmobiles refusing to move. The 
volunteers managed to move the buffalo around 
them over a 10-foot snowbank. 

After walking the buffalo to safety, the volun- 
teers walked past the agents, who tackled one 


witness without provocation and handcuffed him. 
Two others were arrested soon after. A fourth 
videotaped the incident and was repeatedly as- 
sured they would not be arrested. Over an hour 
later, when the county sheriff arrived, the volun- 
teer was arrested and his radio, video camera and 
the tape were confiscated. When asked why they 
were being arrested, the DOL gave no consistent 
response. Trumped-up charges of negligent endan- 
germent, for supposedly threatening the DOL with 
buffalo, were filed the next day. 


Wasting little time, the DOL began construction of 
the new bison trap within the next few days, moving 
forcefully in their effort to control the wild buffalo as 
they do livestock. By the third week of March the trap 
was nearly complete. Set in the area of an active bald 
eagle nest, the trap's construction required the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service to issue a biological opinion 
authorizing a "take" of the nest, which allows the 
facility to displace the site and render it inactive. 
However, the take was authorized under the assump- 
tion that the trap's construction would be completed 
when nesting season began on February 1 . Construc- 
tion likely caused even more disturbance to the nest 
than operation alone, as it involved heavy machin- 
ery, a generator and floodlights that illuminate the 
area at night. 

The first major hazing effort at the newly-built 
Horse Butte capture facility occurred March 3 1 . With 
the help of numerous law enforcement officers once 


again, the DOL closed off the area and hazed 29 
buffalo into the trap; 18 were shipped to slaughter 
the next morning. Two more volunteers were ar- 
rested for obstruction when one locked herself to a 
cattle guard on the road and another attempted to 
lock the gates of the Duck Creek facility. 

Activists were able to document on video two 
separate permit violations, including snowmobile 
hazing in a zone 1 restricted area within one-quarter 
mile of a nest site, as well as hazing activities within 
one quarter mile of open water on the Madison River 
before 10:00 a.m. Copies of the video- 
tape of the violations were submitted 
„ to both the Forest Service and the 
1 Department of Fish and Wildlife, re- 
1 suiting in a warning against the DOL. 
•3 The permit, however, will not be re- 
| voked unless more violations occur. 
| A white candle salvaged from the 
? ruins of the blockade will be lit as 
| part of an altar for the buffalo sacri- 
s ficed this year in the name of cattle 
and disease. The candle will burn for 
the 94 buffalo killed by the DOL and 
for the hope and efforts of all those involved in the 
struggle for the Yellowstone buffalo. 

Please support the Bison Legal Defense Fund and help 
us stay out of j ail and in the field where the buffalo need 
us. Send non-tax-deductible donations to the Bison 
Legal Defense Fund at the address below. Join us in 
saving the last free-roaming buffalo from the DOL and 
get free food and cabin lodging at the same time. 
Contact the Buffalo Field Campaign (formerly Buffalo 
Nations) at POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758; 
(406) 646-0070; 646-0071 (fax); buffalo@wildrockies.org; 
www.wildrockies.org/buffalo. 

Ed. note: On April 1 4 the DOL captured 71 bison in the 
newly -built' Horse Butte capture facility. Forty-five were 
sent to slaughter; four more died in the facility, and two 
of the 22 bison released died of gore wounds from their 
confinement. During this buffalo capture there were 
multiple arrests of campaign volunteers. Many of the 
arrests were on trumped-up charges. 



The government-sanctioned kill has murdered 94 wild bison this year. 


Zachary Taylor Gets a Personal Parade 

Cross-country caravan greets the Earth pillager 


Environmental activists from Ancient Forest Res- 
cue (AFR) have been living in the community of San 
Luis since June 1996. In that timeaunique bondhas 
formed between Hispanic farmers and ranchers, 
Chicano activists and Anglo environmental activ- 
ists working to stop the brutal logging on the Taylor 
Ranch, locally known as La Sierra. 

Zachary Taylor of New Bern, North Carolina, 
owns the timber deeds to 77,500 acres of forests in 
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains in Southern Colo- 
rado. Heavily mechanized logging is threatening 
the entire watershed of the Rio de la Culebra, which 
is the irrigation source for 178 small family farms. 
Taylor is an absentee landlord who refuses to ac- 
knowledge the devastating consequences the log- 
ging is having on the people of San Luis. In an 
historic and unprecedented event, 18 local resi- 
dents along with environmental activists from San 
Luis and across the country took their long struggle 
with the Taylor family to his hometown during the 
first week of March. 

During the visit, San Luis locals had the opportu- 
nity to tell their story of struggle against a timber 
baron at a press conference which aired multiple 
times on the nightly news. A candlelight vigil was 
held one evening in downtown New Bern to pro- 
mote fhe return of environmental and social justice 
to San Luis. The culminating event of the week was 
a parade through downtown New Bern lauding a 
way of life and vilifying the threat against it. About 
40 members of Ancient Forest Rescue, students, 
farmers and community members representing 
Costilla County (population about 3,000) wielded 
banners, carried signs and chanted. Three people 
Page 8 Earth First! Beltane 1999 


puppeteered a 15-foot-tall cardboard cut-out in 
Taylor's likeness with money in one hand and a 
chainsaw in another. 

Volunteers from AFR have brought lawyers from 
the Western Environmental Law Center and the 
Costilla County commissioners together to try and 
do something about Taylor's blatant disregard for 
the newly enacted county land use codes. The 
Costilla County commissioners recently filed a cut- 
ting-edge lawsuit to force the owners of the vast 


Taylor Ranch and two commercial timber compa- 
nies to stop destroying local water resources and the 
environment as they have been logging in violation 
of local land use regulations. This case demonstrates 
that local governments of rural western communi- 
ties are increasingly willing to exercise their powers 
to adopt and enforce land use laws for the protec- 
tion of environmental and community values. In 
addition, because environmental attorneys are rep- 
resenting rather than resisting local government, 
the Costilla County case represents a major turning 
point in the relationship between the environmen- 
tal movement and local western populations that 
generally have been skeptical of the movement. 

— Ancient Forest Rescue 


Baratarian EF1 Fiqhs Yuppie Golf Course DeveIopers 


Swf 2 ; 

Developers in Louisiana are proposing to de- 
stroy 250 acres of the Baratarian wetlands south 
of New Orleans in order to build a $20 million 
tournament-level golf course. In March, backers 
of the Players Club of Fairview filed for two 
permits so they can convert another wildspace 
into a virtual moonscaped yuppie Disneyland. 
Backers of this ill-planned proposal are the 
Marrero Land and Improvement Association, 
led by Buck Barkley; Louisiana Demo-rat legis- 
lator, John "The Con" Alario (also the head of 
the House Appropriations Committee); and 
the Professional Golf Association. 

What’s at stake? Louisiana was once covered 
by millions of acres of wetlands, including 
fresh water marshes, bottom land swamps and 
vast coastline of saltwater marshes. It was once 
home to a vast array of plant, animal and insect 


species. This is no longer the case. Louisiana has 
lost more than half of its wetlands within the 
last 50 years and gone too are many of its 
original inhabitants. 

The tournament golf course at Fairview poses a 
bigger threat to the local bioregion than the loss 
of two hundred acres of wetlands. The proposed 
site is near several wilderness parks, the Bayou 
Seggnette and Cataouatche Bayou, which emp- 
ties into the pristine Cataouatche Lake. Pesti- 
cides will run off from thegolf course and threaten 
most of the Baratarian ecosystem. Baratarian 
EFlers are going to take our campaign to the front 
doors of the corporate despoilers and let them 
know that they're going to face some stiff oppo- 
sition if they plan to continue this absurd project. 

For the Earth! 

— Louisiana EF! 

■-> 




PENNSYLVANIA ACTIVISTS SPIED ON 


by Jim Kleissler 


FOREST SERVICE WORKS OVERTIME MONITORING CITIZENS 


While the Federal Bureau of Investigation is fa- 
mous for keeping tabs on citizens who participate in 
political change activities, what you might not ex- 
pect is that your local forest management agency 
may very well be keeping tabs, too. 

A recent Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) re- 
quest, filed by the Allegheny Defense Project (ADP) 
and Heartwood, resulted in the disclosure of approxi- 
mately 50 pages of materials and three photographs 
related to the monitoring of forest activists in the 
Allegheny National Forest in Pennsylvania by the US 
Forest Service (USFS). Twenty more documents were 
withheld under claims of various FOIA exemptions. 

The released documents show that the USFS public 
affairs director in Warren, PA Mary Hosmer, believes 
activist Mark Goldberg, "... has it in for commercial 
activities such as logging, export agriculture, cattle 
ranching, mining and oil exploration" and she refers 
to Goldberg as a "professional protester." Forest 
Service Law Enforcement Officer Steven S. Burd sends 
weekly memos on the activities and associations of 
the ADP to the Warren County Sheriff's Office and 
the Warren County Pennsylvania State Police Bar- 
racks. Some of the more interesting excerpts from 
Burr's communiques follow: 

April 3, 1998: "There have been no observations or 
reports of any "visitors" to either job site. Timber 
contractors are making regular visits to the sites to 
check on equipment and have not reported any 
problems to date. Forest Service Law Enforcement 
and Timber Sale Administration staff continue to 
make random visits to the sites." 

April 7, 1998: "Two dates to take note of for 
increased possibility of 'protest' activity; 1) April 9- 
15. Easter Break at Clarion University, 2) May 15-17. 


Sierra Club based in Erie is planning a weekend at the 
Minister Creek area." 

May 31, 1998: "Those interested in taking direct 
protest action on the Allegheny National Forest have 
obviously gone beyond the original Allegheny De- 
fense Project group. (The next three lines are blacked 
out.) The weekend prior to the demonstration at the 
Warren Office a SEAC planning/policy meeting was 
apparently held at Clarion University. This was more 
likely a strategy and planning session for the activi- 
ties on the 20th." 

June 24, 1998: "Today I learned that James Kleissler, 
one of the principals of the Allegheny Defense Project, 
just attended a five-day workshop sponsored by the 
Ruckus Society. The Ruckus Society is an organiza- 
tion based in Montana that trains people in environ- 
mental activism and civil disobedience. My guess is 
that this means he is planning to move his organiza- 
tion to the next level." 

September 17, 1998: "The ADP has scheduled a 
"Fall Defender's Gathering" for September 18, 19 
and 20th. A copy of this [gathering] schedule is 
attached for your information... The Forest Service 
has advised the contractors of the planned ADP 
activity. At this time we have no information that 
the group intends to purposely disrupt any logging 
or protest at any location... Although at this time we 
have no information that anything is planned, it is 
always a possibility that there will be some sort of 
counter demonstration or gathering. We will keep 
you advised of any potential problems that may 
require action by your agencies." 

An odd attachment included copies of a police 
report on a civil disobedience action in the Wayne 
National Forest in Ohio from November of 1996. In 


the report, three activists have asterisks next to their 
names and are identified as "main players." 

More specific information about ADP in particular 
is contained in a document marked, "Confidential, 
not intended for FOIA release, internal use only, 
Minister Watershed Project." The papers include the 
following excerpts: "Twelve people were again at the 
Rocky Grove Timber Sale site. [LEO Robert] Crawford 
responded to the site and spoke to a group... The 
group did tell Crawford that they were from ADP, 
and several in the group did make comments regard- 
ing how terrible it was that the trees were being cut... 
the two principles of the organization arejim Kleissler 
and Susan Curry... [who] as individuals, as well as 
ADP as an organization, have a history of appealing 
virtually every timber sale project proposed on the 
Allegheny National Forest for the last five years... The 
ADP has now been joined and is being supported by 
numerous individuals and organizations "support- 
ing their cause." These groups include some who 
have a history of practicing and supporting acts of 
civil disobedience and criminal vandalism on Na- 
tional Forests throughout the Country. These groups 
include: Sierra Club, Earth First, Buckeye Forest Coun- 
cil, Heartwood... The Allegheny National Forest Su- 
pervisor has the authority to close portions of the 
National Forest to public use for the protection of 
health and safety if he feels it is necessary..." (The 
next 23 lines of the memo are blacked out.) 

We know this is just the tip of the iceberg and there 
is more information on forest activists in the Forest 
Service files. For more information contact the Al- 
legheny Defense Project, POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214; 
(814) 764-5763; 764-5779 fax; adp@envirolink.org; 
www.enviroweb.org/adp/. 


Eagle Creek 5 


by Ivan Maluski 


FIGHT FOR THE ROADLESS AREA£ONTMUES 


Oregon's Mount Hood National Forest is a place of 
great beauty, old-growth forests, picturesque water- 
sheds and, unfortunately, an out of control logging 
program. Here, the US Forest Service's willingness to 
break the law for timber companies is a habit. In the 
Eagle timber sales southeast of Portland, the beauti- 
ful Old Baldy trail, 800 acres of unprotected wilder- 
ness and a municipal watershed for over 175,000, 
are threatened. Last summer the US Forest Service 
ignored its own rules at Eagle by logging out of 
season at the Salmon Huckleberry roadless area and 
without conducting wildlife surveys. 

The fight over Eagle has spanned a few years. 
Eight protesters were arrested in 1998 stopping the 
logging at Eagle (see EF!J August-September 1998). 
In addition, hundreds of individuals have hiked, 
camped and rallied for its preservation. On April 1, 
1999, nearly 40 people gathered at the Regional 
Headquarters of the Forest Service in Portland and 
made news by turning over petitions signed by 
over 1,000 people opposed to the Eagle sales. They 
gave Regional Forest Supervisor Bob Williams the 
"Golden Stump" award for 1999 for his leading 
role in carrying out the destructive Northwest 
Forest Plan. 

Meanwhile, law enforcement is cracking down 
on forest activists as they prepare for the logging 
season at Eagle. In early February, warrants were 
issued for five of last summer's protesters, and they 
were soon after charged with one felony and two 
misdemeanors apiece. The activists are now being 
prosecuted for felony destruction of government 
property exceeding $500 ($578 to be exact) for 
minimal road damage that occurred during last 
June's blockade. If found guilty, they could face as 
many as five years in prison and a $100,000 fine. 
The trial is set for June 1, the day logging is 
"legally" supposed to resume at Eagle. 

Mount Hood is no stranger to protesters. Massive 
civil disobedience to save native forests and sacred 
sites on Enola Hill in 1995 resulted not only in a six- 
month federal sentence for one activist but also the 



The Old Baldy trail looking at Mount Hood, slated to be obliterated 
announcement of a five-year moratorium on log- 
ging in the highly visible Zig Zag Ranger District. 
Before the moratorium began, the Forest Service 
pushed through several last-minute sales threaten- 
ing the Salmon Huckleberry Wilderness and the 
Pacific Crest Trail (PCT). Fifty protesters, but no 
bidders, showed up for the Salmonberry sale auc- 
tion and the destructive Abbott Salmon sale on the 
PCT was shut down by an appeal. But this couldn't 
stop the USFS who sold portions of Abbott Salmon 
with some of the rules relaxed. "No trace" logging 
along the PCT in wolverine habitat occurred months 
before the start of the logging season. 

It is clear that as environmental laws are broken, 
protesters that are willing to put themselves on the 
line are being slammed by an oppressive legal sys- 
tem. No place is safe right now, and logging of the 
remaining 800 acres of native forest and unprotected 
wilderness at Eagle could begin again at any time. 

The Cascadia Forest Alliance in Portland is lead- 
ing hikes to the various Mount Hood sales, orga- 
nizing direct action and also supporting efforts for 
the Eagle Creek 5. Please contact the group at POB 
4946, Portland, OR 97208; (503) 241-4879 if you 
can help. 


'BAMA FORESTS 
LOCKED UP 

Alabama forest activists won a major victory on 
February 12 when the State of Alabama suspended 
timber sales on all four of its national forests as a result 
of "irregularities" found in the timber sale program for 
the Shoal Creek Ranger District in the Talladega Na- 
tional Forest. According to Wild Alabama's executive 
director Lamar Marshall, "This shutdown vindicates 
the many years of hard work we have done surveying, 
watching and litigating over destructive and illegal 
Forest Service practices. We may have been a lone 
voice howling in the wilderness once, but now, every- 
one knows we were right about something being very 
wrong with how the Forest Service manages our public 
lands in Alabama." 

The Regional Forester's office in Atlanta acknowl- 
edged that this action is due in part to the years of 
work and litigation done by Wild Alabama and 
WildLaw over illegal timber sales. Other contribut- 
ing factors were a recent Inspector General's report 
documenting violations of federal laws in virtually 
every National Forest timber sale they examined in 
Virginia and Mississippi, and inside reports from 
courageous Forest Service employees who confirmed 
the agency's gross noncompliance with environ- 
mental regulations. 

WildLaw, Wild Alabama and the Alabama Wilder- 
ness Alliance have worked on protecting the national 
forests in Alabama since the mid-1980s. Since then, 
we have caught (and proven successfully in court and 
in administrative appeals) the Forest Service failing 
to consider the cumulative impacts of their timber 
sales, as required by the National Environmental 
Policy Act; failing to protect endangered, rare species 
and migratory birds; violating the National Historic 
Preservation Act by not protecting historic Native 
American sites on the Bankhead National Forest; and 
using up to 19 times the legal limit of herbicides on 
the national forests and converting native forests 
into pine plantations. Since 1995, legal work by the 
groups has halted timber sales on more than 55,000 
acres of public lands in Alabama. 
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whY2K!?! 


R ational Guard mobilizations, urban military exercises, suspicious 
financial transactions, serious talk of nuclear meltdown, failure of 
essential, modern-life sustaining water, energy and transportation 
systems, food hoarding and an uneasy tension building among more and 
more people everyday who are waking up to... Y2K. Yes, Y2K 
With the hope of provoking a strategic discussion of the meaning of Y2K, 
we cranked out the question below and posed it to people across the 
movement. Vivid, shocking and inspiring responses were still coming in as 
we took this issue of the Earth First! Journal to print. We present seven of those 
responses here. Next issue we would like to feature more opinions, but want 
to focus on Action Plans. Please submit your practical thoughts and wildest 
dreams to us in 300-500 words ASAP! Here is the question we posed: 

Reports of the looming threat of the year 2000 (Y2K) computer crash center on 
inevitable failures within society's technologically-reliant infrastructure. Little 
mention is ever made of any potential benefit or improvement presented by 
widespread recognition of our precarious dependency on modem technology. Main- 
stream attention to the Millennium Bug instead focuses on how Western society 
mightinsulate itself from industrial collapse rather than viewing it as an opportunity 
to create a less vulnerable , ecologically and socially harmonious society. 

In what ways can we seize the opportunity of the Y2K computer crash to liberate 
the Earth and ourselves from the repression of modern technology and transfomi 
global capitalism to create an ecologically and socially just world ? 


Luddite Fantasy 

by Kirkpatrick Sale 

As a Luddite, I can only relish the 
whole Y2K brouhaha. I have no idea 
what's going to happen, of course, 
but it's wonderful to see the techno- 
logical culture spending upwards of 
$100 billion to try and avert its own 
machine-made disasters, having no 
way of really knowing if they can do 
it. It's wonderful to see the culture 
that has all along assured us that 
nothing can go wrong is actually in 
turmoil because they know full well 
that this time things really can go 
wrong, and they're not sure they know 
how to fix them. 

Along with the absurd push to wire 
every fifth-grader, and the recurring 
global financial crises caused by 24- 
hour megabyte wheeler-dealing, Y2K 
offers the best example around of ways 
to get people to start thinking about 
the broad, encompassing dangers of 
our technological embrace. 

Jacques Ellul, the French philoso- 
pher in whose name a new society of 
techno-critics has just begun, once 
put the problem this way. Think of 
technology not as a set of machines 
but as a culture, as the philosophy and 
mindset and worldview that goes with 
the machines, as a milieu. Then one 
must assess the impact — not of one 
particular invention or tool, but the 
effect of all of them together; not just 
individual tasks, but how they all com- 
bine to alter society in psychological, 
economic, political, environmental, 
cultural and perceptual ways. The 
problem now is that the high-tech 
milieu is so powerful and all-encom- 
passing in the modern world that it is 
taking over, radically changing, and, 
in effect, destroying both the social 
and natural milieus. 

That is the way we Luddites might 
view the millennium. We would like 
peopte to understand the multiple 
downsides of all the hardware that 
surrounds their lives. We would like 
people to reckon the costs this tech- 
nological rampage is ringing up, costs 
that are quite obviously creating seri- 
ous economic dislocation and inequal- 
ity, social and political tensions world- 


wide, and environmental crises every- 
where. They must begin thinking 
about how to withdraw themselves, at 
least as much as possible, from this 
juggernaut, how to order their lives so 
as not to be in a steady thrall to ma- 
chinery and how to wake the world up 
to the peril we face. 

For that, Y2K is at least handy. 
People are already beginning to see 
that serious dislocations are possible 
and even the experts are not so sure 
they know how to avoid them. When 
January 1, 2000 comes and the disas- 
ters accumulate — as they certainly 
will, no matter how much time and 
money the technophiles spend — I 
trust that even more people will come 
to have second thoughts about let- 
ting their lives be turned over to com- 
puter chips and living in the milieu 
those chips demand. 

Kirkpatrick Sale is the author of such 
great books as "Rebels Against the Fu- 
ture," "Human Scale" and "Dwellers 
in the Land: The Bioregional Vision." 

Love is the Answer 

by Julia "Butterfly" Hill 

Most humans operate in a crisis men- 
tality. We require drastic problems or 
the threat of them to motivate us to 
take action. Ultimately, I believe the 
potential crisis of Y2K provides fertile 
soil from which some wonderful pos- 
sibilities can grow. 

Society as it exists today is a false 
reality — an illusionary house with all 
the amenities, but built on a founda- 
tion of extraction which must result 
in its eventual crumbling. Our work 
must encourage that crumbling at a 
rate that will supercede the complete 
destruction of the environment's life- 
giving systems. What will survive this 
crash and grow from its fertile ashes 
are those people who have placed their 
roots back in the Earth, from which all 
life grows. With this is mind, where do 
we find the practical applications to 
implement this process? 

First, we must take personal respon- 
sibility for all things. We must find 
ways to make our ideals and actions 
meet on all levels. If we occupy the 
forests, we must find ways to do it 
more sustainably. We can grow sprouts 


and other vegetables that do well in 
our particular climate. We must use 
"alternatives" in everything that we 
do. We must come together to reclaim 
areas. We must build sustainable, free- 
from-any-attachment-to-society, in- 
tentional, solution-oriented commu- 
nities of activism. 

I feel that we can utilize things like 
computers to undermine the infrastruc- 
ture of our corporate-dominated soci- 
ety, but we must be careful and not 
cross the line into dependency. Every- 
one I know that gets too caught up in 
technological energy loses their deep 
sense of connection to the Earth and 
becomes imbalanced. Ultimately, we 
need to get technology out of our lives. 

You want to find a way to free soci- 
ety from the technological strangle- 
hold? Get rid of your computer. Get 
rid of your car. Get rid of your stereo. 
You get the picture. It's a bit hypocriti- 
cal to say that we want to free society 
from technology while continuing to 
use it daily. The absolute best way to 
lead is by example. We must practice 
what we preach. 

Humans are guided by value sys- 
tems. We place values on things that 
destroy life. Ultimately, I believe the 
answer lies in love — coming from a 
place where we are for something in- 
stead of always focusing on what we 
are against. Let us envision what it is 
we want and begin living that every 
moment of every day. 

As a movement, we need to find 
ways to come together even more. I 
believe we need a global network to 
bring in and disseminate informa- 
tion. We also need a "Civil Rights 
movement" for the environment. We 
need to converge on the White House 
and various governmental places, all 
of us, with bipods, tripods, lockdowns, 
marches, street theater, whatever it is 
that we do, taking it to the people 
who are controlling our lives and 
controlling the technology that con- 
trols our lives. Then, take that energy 
and momentum and network back to 
our own fights and use that to em- 
power ourselves. We need to con- 
tinuously converge at major strategic 
strongholds. We need to "dump the 
tea back in the harbor." It is time for 
a revolution of consciousness. 

Julia "Butterfly" Hill has boldly occu- 
pied an ancient redwood in Northern 
California for over 1 6 months (and count- 
ing), confronting millions of people with 
the challenge to defend the Earth. 

Howl Together 
or Hang Together 

BY ZziNNIA 

The Wilds and Her creatures ask us 
to be brave in Her hour of need. Seize 
the opportunity during the "Chaos of 
2000" to strike hard with a message of 
liberation and Gaia self-defense. 

Since the government ignores the 
Endangered Species Act and refuses 
to implement an emergency program 
of sustainable living and ecological 
restoration, extreme action in defense 
of endangered regions is required. 

Ask enlightened Healers. They know 
the moment arrives soon. Healers un- 
derstand the inevitability of self-de- 
fense and their duty to help keep 
violence to a minimum. To do that 
requires they plug in now and that 
they prepare to defend the goals and 
even the tactics of the ALF, the ELF 
and the vanguard of young warriors 


who as we speak prepare a new wave 
of daring direct action strikes. They 
advise us through deeds, that it's time 
for many of us to trespass, to make 
new laws, to cross the lines of power 
and cross our own lines of fear and 
apathy. A time that couldn't be better 
(though maybe a bit late) to launch a 
coordinated and persistent attack 
against the Agents of Ecocide. 

The call to action will be heard and 
an upwelling of support and collabo- 
ration will begin. The end of our 
domination and repression by global 
capitalism and its technology starts 
as soon as enough of us light up the 
fires of Love and torch the symbols 
and mechanics of Greed. 

People need to promote openly and / 
or secretly: a purpose, plan and targets. 

Purpose: Ensure protection of en- 
dangered ecosystems, bring down 
dangerous corporations, defend our 
survival plan and recruit warriors who 
will adopt targets from the Emergency 
Hit- List. Send out a loud message and 
stop the destruction of each 
community's ability to survive the 
coming collapse without further eco- 
logical calamity. 

Survival Plans: If the smoke clears 
from 2000, it will not be impossible 
to care for communities, refugees and 
the land. Basic needs can be met in 
most areas. Everything will have to 
be shared and food production will 
be the priority. If the community is 
strong and their defense vigilant, then 
there will be no need for fighting or 
damaging the environment. Coop- 
eration will replace competition and 
people will find their groups to live 
and work with. Community celebra- 
tions and Jive entertainment will 
complement our work to renew each 
other and Nature. 

Emergency Hit List: Roads, bridges, 
dams and equipment which threaten 
watersheds; industries with a history 
of pollution; corporate buildings and 



communications; almost anything 
goes, except be careful of and respect 
all life. Consider the impacts of all 
your actions. Support the warriors 
and may they listen to the voice of 
caution and modest restraint. Give us 
the courage to change what we can. 
The patience to accept what cannot 
be changed, and the Weapons to get 
the job done. 

Zzinnia is a longtime activist, poet and 
a "nutty" prophet. 
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Revolution Emerges 

by Ernest Callenbach 

To be frank, I'm doubtful that the 
celebrated Y2K problem will lead in 
Ecotopian directions. For one thing, 
technological society is astonishingly 
resilient when it has to be, i.e. when- 
ever money-making is threatened. But 
more importantly, serious and durable 
change doesn't happen randomly or 
suddenly. It's planned, organized and 
worked for over a long period of time. 
There are really no "revolutions"; what 
seem to be revolutionary changes are 
always the products of gradual shifts 
in economic and power relationships. 

Human agency counts, however. To 
use a depressing example, the current 
ideological drift toward the right and 
ever-accelerating environmental de- 
struction have been striven for by a 
whole generation of amply financed 
right-wingers. Over the long run, 
though, many subterranean trends will 
push us in Ecotopian directions for 
mere survival. If we wish society to 
move toward Ecotopian sustainability 
with some grace, it will come only 
through the patient, massive mobiliz- 
ing of people, not through some tem- 
porary concatenation of circumstances. 

The only real long-term good I can 
envision coming out of the Y2K situa- 
tion is that it is leading a fair number 
of people to reconsider their 
technophilia — their belief that tech- 
nology can save us. Some of them may 
come to understand that it is ecology, 
not technology, which is the real foun- 
dation of human life. 

Beyond Y2K, of course, lie many 
other challenges to the brave new tech- 
nological era. Bioengineering is likely 
to produce unforeseen problems that 
will make Y2K seem trivial. Popula- 
tion and consumption driven stress 
will multiply. Phone numbers will 
have to become much longer and will 
be more error prone. License plates, 
Social Security numbers and other 
identification systems will go through 
painful expansions. Date-sensitive pro- 
gramming problems will also turn up 
in the Global Positioning System and 
other technological interconnections . 

But these are all just details — gears 
and bolts in the technological jugger- 
naut. What's really going on is more 
profound; in the grip of a lunatic eco- 
nomic dogma, we are destroying the 
biological substrate that human popu- 
lations depend on. Moreover, we're 
creating explosive tensions within hu- 
man societies by systematically de- 
stroying both informal (family and 
community) and governmental secu- 
rity nets. We're expecting ourselves 
and others to live as if Homo economicus 
were more than a mad fantasy. 

But fundamentally we are anthro- 
poid mammals, with both the poten- 
tial and limitations of our species. We 
like to play and joke, to hang around 
together, to work intermittently and 
cooperatively, to sing, dance, make 
music and make love. We also can be 
murderous, irresponsible and greedy. 
At some point, we must realize that 
our fundamental task is to reorganize 
society so that we can live not like 
machines for profit-making, but like 
Ecotopians. Y2Kmay prove some small 
help in this, but it's not really a long 
term inspiration for the kind of 
changes we need. 

EmestCallenbach is a visionary thinker 
and author of the classics "Ecotopia" 
and "Ecotopia Emerging." 


Question Technology 
and Live Simply 

by Karen Coulter 

The assumption that Y2K is a crisis is 
pathetic and revolting when you con- 
sider the far more horrific circumstances 
of the world's last remaining indigenous 
peoples and the great diversity of other 
species vanishing daily from the Earth 
because we are using all these unneces- 
sary and wasteful technologies that US 
citizens now fear losing. When I was 
growing up there were no personal com- 
puters, videos, fax machines, copiers or 
microwave ovens. I was not deprived. 
Only 50 years ago, there were no jets, 
global commercial air travel, television, 
clothes dryers, electric typewriters, free- 
ways, suburbs, shopping malls, artifi- 
cial organs and chemical pesticides. We 
don't need these things. 

We need to free our minds from the 
corporate colonization telling us we 
need all these things to be happy. We 
need to redefine "property" to exclude 
the buying and selling of the com- 
mons — land, air, water, wildlife and 
space — and need to re-assert peoples' 
control over societal institutions, in- 



cluding corporations and instill a 
biocentric ethic in all communities. 

I've been much happier since I gave 
up electricity in my home, including 
electric lights, automatic hot water, com- 
puters, central heating, refrigeration, 
TV, fax, etc... I'm now much better 
prepared for Y2K. I grow and gather 
some of my own food, make herbal 
medicines, enjoy the sounds birds and 
coyotes as my music, spend more time 
with friends and family with a clearer 
head. Some things — like giving up mo- 
tor vehicles and developing compre- 
hensive barter systems and mutual aid 
networks — are easier to do in cities. It's 
not just a "back to the land" argument. 

Over-population is a big problem, but 
overconsumption and inequity in the 
distribution of essentials is even worse 
in terms of actual and potential reper- 
cussions. Their correction is also easier 
to implement and involves real democ- 
racy rather than fascism. In cities where 
there is wasted space and opportunities, 
let's use Y2K to tear up side streets and 
plant community gardens and spread 
the word about the sanity of sharing, 
rather than fighting over, scarce re- 
sources. This will help avoid mob strife 
on the streets when Y2K hits. 

All of these subjects are relevant to 
community survival when the electronic 
infrastructure collapses ending depen- 
dency on the corporate elite. We should 


be taking the floor on these issues now 
rather than letting the "panic and buy- 
my-high-tech-survival-food" rhetoric 
dominate public thought. Panic, help- 
lessness and selfishness (the consumer 
mentality) are not conducive to peace, 
social equity or ecological integrity. 
The way to end neoliberalism and neo- 
colonialism is to act on the local level 
with bioregional and international soli- 
darity. It's time to get to know our 
neighbors and seek consensus on the 
way out of this mess. The transnational 
corporations set up this doomed sys- 
tem; the internet won't be there to bail 
us out — it never was. 

Karen Coulter is a no compromise activ- 
istworking on ending corporate dominance. 

Ted is Right 

by John Zerzan 

People won't see Y2K as an oppor- 
tunity without understanding more 
about technology than they get from 
mass media. What is it, at base? 
Where is it taking us? How does this 
movement work? 

Already there is a growing sense that 
the "promise" of a high-tech world is 
a false one. That instead of empower- 
ing and connecting us, for example, 
the computerization of society is 
disempowering and infantilizing us 
and is a big factor in the growing 
isolation or separation of people. 

In addition to providing news about 
all the latest assaults on nature, we 
need to provide more analysis, more 
of the reasons we say "actualize in- 
dustrial collapse." 

As Horkheimer and Adorno put it, 
"technological rationale is the rationale 
of domestication itself. " Fifty years later 
it's all the more clear the technicizing of 
life works to erase value, meaning, ac- 
countability. Resting on the founda- 
tions of division of labor and domesti- 
cation, it estranges us even further from 
the natural world and each other. Y2K is 
the first major sign that this juggernaut 
is not invincible, just as the turbulence 
in global capital exposes that system as 
less than secure. 

In fact, of course, technology and 
capital are not distinct and never were. 
Technology itself is not at all a neutral 
tool. Rather, it is the embodiment of 
capital, its latest incarnation, express- 
ing its basic, alienated priorities. "Indus- 
trial Society and Its Future, " the so-called 
Unabomber Manifesto, shows persua- 
sively how technology rules out free- 
dom and fulfillment, techno-capital 
must expand or die. This imperialism is 
the reason the biosphere is similarly 
doomed unless the whole 
megamachine, all its categories and 
dynamics, is destroyed. 

Folks feel that everyday life is in- 
creasingly barren and texture-less, that 
this emptiness is taking over. 
Postmodern nihilism or cynicism is 
the cultural expression of the enlarg- 
ing of the Dead Zone of technology. 
"Its all fucked, so who cares." 

Y2K will be an opening if people see 
what is going on and that there is a 
response. The only valid, authentic, 
inspiring response is the call to erase 
the whole strangling ensemble be- 
fore it completes its trajectory of de- 
stroying the individual, society and 
the wild. As the situationists said, "A 
society that has abolished adventure 
makes the only adventure the aboli- 
tion of that society." 

John Zerzan is an anarcho-primitivist, 
writer and all around enemy of the state. 


The Time has Come 

by Stinging Nettle 

In January of the year 2000, aliens 
will not land, Christ will not come 
and the US government will not col- 
lapse. One more thing that I know 
for sure — LA will not be peaceful. 
Everything else is uncertain. But if 
there's enough social upheaval in 
this country, the paper-thin illusion 
of the American Dream may finally 
be torn apart. 

The American Dream has long been 
a nightmare for the homeless, the 
working poor and the 1.7 million in 
jails and prisons. It's been a 500-year 
reign of terror for indigenous peoples 
and native plants and animals. Yet 
the US loudly proclaims itself to be 
the pinnacle of democracy and jus- 
tice. It spins a mythos that the corpo- 
rate-run marketplace delivers happi- 
ness, prosperity and freedom to all. 
This is the ideology of capitalism, 
and ideology is more important than 
armies in maintaining empires. 
There's been no competing vision 
since the end of the Cold War. 

Being at the center of the Capitalist 
Empire, the US voraciously gobbles 
up resources from around the world, 
decimating local cultures and ecosys- 
tems. Its chief export is Hollywood 
films, the propaganda of the empire. 
By selling the American Dream to the 
neo-colonies, it seeks to create con- 
sumers in emerging markets. It seeks 
to justify the US as the world's police- 
man and world's premier energy and 
resource glutton. 

So here comes the Millennium Bug, 
poised to hit the US harder than any 
other nation because we have im- 
mersed ourselves in a technological 
nest of computers and embedded 
chips. The corporate oligarchy is too 
entrenched in this country to sud- 
denly vanish. But if significant social 
turmoil erupts, the rest of the world 
will see that this system hasn't made 
people happy or free. The happy face 
painted on American fascism will be 
washed away. With the myths de- 
bunked, alternative visions can gain 
ground in the distant lands of the 
empire where people still have intact 
families and communities. 

As this unparalleled opportunity ap- 
proaches, EFlers seem unable to think in 
terms larger than their solar panels, 
garden plots and food stashes. Y2K dis- 
cussions rarely encompass geopolitics 
or biocentrism. They revert to egocen- 
trism: the me-first survival mentality of 
most Americans. Or they settle for 
anthropocentrism: "I gotta help out my 
neighbors down the street whom I've 
never talked to." That's all very nice. 
That's what a good liberal would do. But 
it's far from taking a radical approach. 

This is a time for situationist pranks 
to hype the chaos and no-holds-barred 
monkeywrenching. Corporations and 
technology are the enemies of the 
Earth, so why wouldn't you hit them 
while they're down? This may be dan- 
gerous if the National Guard is mobi- 
lized. But in 1936 thousands of anar- 
chists traveled to Spain with just the 
clothes on their backs, risking their 
lives to fight fascism. Isn't today's 
corporate techno-fascism far more in- 
sidious? Where are all the eco-anar- 
chists willing to do battle? We are in 
the heart of the empire, and we have 
a responsibility to the rest of the planet. 

Stinging Nettle is a nomadic eco warrior. 
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McXJBEL APPEAL 



Kiwis Sab Spuds 



The verdict in the long-awaited 
McLibel appeal case was handed down 
March 31 by the Royal Courts of 
Justice in the UK. The court ruled it 
was fair to say that McDonald's 
employees worldwide "do badly in 
terms of pay and conditions" and it 
was true that "if one eats enough 
McDonald's food, one's diet may well 
become high in fat... with the very 
real risk of heart disease." 

As a result of their further findings 
against the corporation, the three Lord 
Justices reduced Mr. Justice Bell's award 
to McDonald's. No sanctions have 
been taken against the company, 
despite these findings. The appeal case 
began on January 12, 1999. Helen 
Steel and Dave Morris represented 
themselves and challenged the use of 
libel laws as a form of mass censorship. 
They argued for overturning the 
original verdict against them in the 
controversial case brought by the 
McDonald's Corporation. 

Despite the strong arguments made 
by the defendants, the court has failed 
to provide any real protection for the 
public's right to scrutinize and criticize 
companies whose business practices 
may affect people's lives, health and 


environment. The court rejected the 
contention by the McLibel 2 that 
multinational corporations be 
prevented from filing suit for libel 
over public interest issues, but 
acknowledged "that may be seen as an 
argument of some substance." 

As a local TV station said at the end 
of the original trial, the case will go 
down as "the biggest Corporate PR 
disaster in history." McDonald's aim 
of suppressing the "What's Wrong 
With McDonald's?" leaflets 
spectacularly backfired. 

Information on the case is available 
from the McLibel Support Campaign, 
5 Caledonian Road, London, N1 9DX, 
UK Tel/Fax 0171 713 1269; 

mclibel@globalnet.co.uk; 
www.mcspotlight.org. 

< ; > 
Dave Briars, an organizer in 
the McLibel campaign who was 
instrumental in spreading the 
word about this issue and so 
many others, died recently from 
colon cancer. We send our 
thoughts and love and respect 
to all his family and friends who 
will miss him so dearly. 

V j j / 


In the early hours of March 1 1, a dozen people jumped a fence at the Crop and 
Food Research Centre, just outside of Christchurch, New Zealand. Within 
minutes, they uprooted an experimental, genetically-modified potato crop, 
ruining a $200,000 research project that involved combining potato genes with 
genetic material from toads and silkworms to make the potatoes rot-resistant. 
This major act of environmental sabotage has prompted scientists and politi- 
cians from all over New Zealand to call for a high-level inquiry into genetically 
modified organisms. 

The timing of the action, claimed by the Wild Greens, a direct action youth 
faction of the Green Party, occurred just as opposition to genetically-modified 

“This major act of environmental sabotage has 
prompted scientists and politicians from all 
over New Zealand to call for a high-level 
inquiry into genetically modified organisms.” 

food was mounting in New Zealand. Even the Prime Minister, Jenny Shipley, 
announced she was in favor of labeling GM food, the day after the government 
called labeling "costly and unworkable." 

The most common reaction from environmental group leaders was an attitude 
of cautious support of the sabotage. The predictable exception was Greenpeace 
NZ. One anti-GE activist commented, "These corporate scum [Greenpeace], 
posing as environmental activists put out a media release condemning the attack, 
presumably on the grounds that a media stunt by a bunch of yuppies in silly 
costumes is a more effective way of attracting donations." 

Most of the media were quick to use the word "eco-terrorism" to describe the 
act of uprooting some potatoes. Meanwhile, security has been stepped up at 
Ruakura Agricultural Research Station (the biggest vivisection lab in the 
southern hemisphere where genetically modified cows are bred) and other crop 
research labs around the country. Police are investigating the incident, but at 
the time of this printing no arrests have been made. 


Let the Wild Rivers Run Free! 

Fifty-Five Events Take Place in Twenty Countries On International Day of Action 


by Aleta Brown 

On March 14, the International Day of Action 
Against Dams and for Rivers, Water and Life, hun- 
dreds of people marched through the streets of 
Baguio City in the Philippines carrying banners 
and streamers and shouting in protest, "Ayashi!," 
the indigenous word for "No!," to the San Roque 
Dam Project. They finished the day with an ecu- 
menical service where one of the workers said, "Let 
us not allow them to imprison our waters in a dam. 
Let it flow to the countryside and lowlands and let 
it benefit all 
creatures of 
this Earth." 

In Columbia, 
a group pro- 
duced a docu- 
mentary film 
called, "In Be- 
tween Thirst 
and Water, "and 
hosted a com- 
munity forum. 

The group 
stated, "We 
would like to be 
part of the glo- 
bal efforts where flowing is what is constant and where 
dams can not have the deadly effect of stillness." 

On the second annual day of action, 55 events 
took place in 20 countries. Demonstrations, marches 
and rallies were held in India, Thailand, Taiwan, 
Brazil and Spain. Adults and children cleaned rivers 
and planted trees in Japan and Slovakia; forums and 
press conferences were held in Costa Rica, the US 
and elsewhere; and people met at their rivers to 
celebrate, dance, and share poetry, ideas and strat- 
egies to protect our precious rivers. 

Residents of Beaumont, New Zealand, organized 
a community picnic and kayak trip to celebrate the 
fact that their river, the Clutha, is still flowing free 
despite attempts since 1965 to dam it. South Africa's 
Cape Town was dotted with blue crosses signifying 
rivers that have become polluted, diverted, or that 


no longer exist. On the banks of the Liesbeek River, 
a river blessing was performed and Liane Greeff of 
the Environmental Monitoring Group said, "We 
chose the Liesbeek for the ceremony because its 
degraded state reflects the poor state of most of 
Cape Town's urban rivers — the Lotus, the Kuils 
and the Elsieskraal." 

In California, groups including International Riv- 
ers Network, Friends of the River, the Sierra Club 
and several fishing organizations held a "Free the 


Water Relay." Water impounded behind the Nim- 
bus Dam on the American River was hand-carried 
by kayak, bicycle, sailboat and commercial crab 
boat to the San Francisco Bay. A celebration and 
press conference was held at Fisherman's Wharf 
where the escorted water was freed into the bay to 
symbolize the need for more freshwater flows in 
California rivers. 

The world's rivers are now obstructed by more 
than 40,000 large dams (defined by the dam indus- 


try as one that is higher than 15 meters). The 
reservoirs created by these dams cover an area the 
size of California. Tens of millions of people have 
been moved to make way for dams, and those dis- 
placed people are almost never fairly compensated 
and rarely experience an improved quality of life. 

Earlier in this century, dams were looked upon as 
symbols of progress and prosperity. As the century 
turns, however, we have learned that dams can 
uproot people and cultures, severely deplete fish 

populations, de- 
stroy ancient ar- 
cheological sites, 
drown great 
swaths of the 
world's best 
farmland and 
forests, and ad- 
versely affect 
both biologic 
and geologic life 
downstream. 

But there is 
clearly a change 
in how the world 
views large 
dams. The independent World Commission on 
Dams is in the process of assessing the effectiveness 
and destructiveness of dams. Although major dams 
have often been built with impunity in the past, 
several countries have aborted projects mid-way 
through construction because the benefits were 
uncertain and the costs enormous. Furthermore, 
in the US there is a growing movement to take 
existing dams down. 

For more information, contact International Riv- 
ers Network, 1847 Berkeley Way Berkeley, CA 94703; 
(510) 848-1155; 848-1008 fax; irn@irn.org; 
www.irn.org. 

Aleta Brown works for International Rivers Network in 
Berkeley, California, and is the information coordinator 
for the International Day of Action Against Dams and 
for Rivers, Water and Life. 
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"...the Earth First! contact group in Poland is mounting a large- 
scale campaign to protect the Rospuda wetlands..." 

I n the northeastern region of Poland, the Via 
Baltica is the main route for freight trucks 
traveling between Poland and the Baltic coun- 
tries. The Via Baltica runs northeast from Warsaw 
through the center of the Polish city of Augustow 
(population 30,000). To reduce the number of large 
vehicles in the city center, local authorities recently 
designed a bypass around Augustow for the Via 
Baltica. Even though there were several choices, the 
authorities decided on a route that will cut through 
the Rospuda wetlands. 

The bypass will destroy this nationally and inter- 
nationally valuable wetland area, a gem in this 
region of largely untrammeled wetlands, lakes, riv- 
ers, valleys and parks with sparse human popula- 
tion. This region of Poland is widely referred to as 


he Rospuda 


e green lungs of Europe. It is an area of low 
banization, sparkling clean air and protected ar- 
s that are home to a multitude of wildlife and 
mt species. Augustow authorities plan to begin 
nstruction this summer. 

The ECONET project has declared Rospuda a site 
international ecological significance. Scientists 
>ign the same ecological value to the Rospuda 
itlands as those of nearby Biebrza National Park, 
e largest national park in Poland. Also nearby is 
Bialowieza National Park, the Polish park that holds 
the last wild, primeval forest and the last European 
bison on the continent. The large mammals now 
inhabiting the Rospuda wetlands include elk, deer, 
foxes, wild boar, beavers and otters. Bird species that 
will be driven from Rospuda by the bypass are the 
northern hobby, buzzard, bittern, crane, black stork, 
crane and snipe. If road building takes place, the 
Rospuda wetlands will be drained, eradicating the 
musk orchid. This flower is found only in Poland, 
the Rospuda wetlands and a handful of locations in 
other European countries. 

There are viable alternatives to the destructive 
bypass. For Polish activists, the Rospuda wetlands 
are not to be compromised. In fact, prior and in 
contradiction to the plans for the bypass, there was 
a plan to establish a Rospuda wetlands nature re- 
serve. Another road option is only three kilometers 


longer than what is currently planned, and is more 
environmentally benign because of the location. 
This option was rejected because planners said its 
expense would be outrageous. Another option is to 
build a short bridge (250-300 meters) that would 
span a small portion of the area. The decision made 
by local authorities can still be changed because of 
the diversified planning that takes place at different 
levels of local and national government. 

Workshop for All Beings, the Earth First! contact 
group in Poland, is mounting a large-scale cam- 
paign to protect the Rospuda wetlands and prevent 
the destructive road building. Please help us protect 
these valuable wetlands! Direct action is not out of 
the question and may be implemented this sum- 
mer, if need be. 

We are requesting your assistance in the simple 
form of letters of protest. International input to our 
campaign adds much credibility, diversity and fur- 
ther highlights the spread of international aware- 
ness and protest to the destructive road building. 
Send it to Mr. Jan Szyszko, Polish Minister of Envi- 
ronmental Protection, Natural Resources and For- 
estry, Wawelska 52/54, 00-922 Warsaw, Poland; fax 
(48)-22-825-3326. 

The Workshop for All Beings would appreciate 
receiving a copy of your letter for our campaign 
records. Contact us at POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko-Biala 
4, Poland, (48)-33-8183153 tel/fax, 
wapienica@pnrwi.most.org.pl. 

— Workshop for All Beings n Bielsko-Biala 


Slovakians Slag 
Olympic Ski Plan 



At the opening ceremony, WOLF placed banners (English and Slovak) on the hillside with the 
message "Forest for Life”, and after a while changed it to "Not for Death!" 


by MAria HudAkovA 

S lovakia's WOLF Forest Protec 
tion Movement organized a 
protest in the High Tatras Na- 
tional Park during the opening day of 
the World Winter Universiade. The 
January demonstration targeted 
clearcut logging in two Slovak na- 
tional parks that have been planned 
under the pretense of our candidacy 
for hosting the Winter Games in 2006. 

Activists distributed leaflets declar- 
ing, "Forests for Life, Not for Death" 
and called for saving forests from 
Olympic bulldozers and stressed the 
importance of forests. On the open- 
ing day, Olympic organizers were 
quiet when they saw a Slovak leaflet, 
but when they noticed that an En- 
glish version was being distributed 
as well, they started to talk about 
"international shame." 

The opening ceremony "started" 
with WOLF's protest. We placed our 
banners (English and Slovak) on a 
hillside that had to be passed by ev- 
eryone that hurried to the opening 
including government officials. To 
prevent the officials from seeing the 
protest, organizers placed two larger 
vehicles to obscure the view of the 


protesters as the official delegation 
walked to the opening. An entire en- 
tourage of policemen, secret police 
and railroad security watched us care- 
fully. They couldn't do anything else 
as this was only a quiet protest; how- 
ever, there were drums to catch 
people's attention. 

When visitors were settled, activ- 
ists appeared between the landing 
runs of two ski-jump towers. The po- 
lice were carefully watching while 
the most active group climbed up to 
the ski-jump towers and displayed 
the digital logo. They created the slo- 
gan, "Forest for Life," and after a 
while it changed it to, "Not for Death! " 
The logo continued "flashing" for 
about ten minutes while visitors were 
taking photographs. Afterwards, at 
the request of the officials, activists 
rolled up the cloth pieces of the logo 
and left. The "official" ceremony then 
started. Some people said the rest of 
the ceremony was not as impressive 
as our opening. 

The rising sun at the opening day of 
the Winter Universiade exposed the 
situation in the sub-Tatras region, as 
stickers and posters saying, "Save Slo- 
vak Forests from Olympic Bulldozers," 
were posted everywhere. Officials were 


curious as to who did this, but we just 
shrugged our shoulders. We hoped the 
sleep-deprived appearance of some ac- 
tivists would not give us away. It had 
been a long night. 

You can help protect Slovak native 
forest by purchasing a symbolic tree. 
Each tree costs US $30. The total price 
for the reserve currently beingpurchased 


is US $78,000. So far US $30,500 has 
been raised. Send checks payable to the 
Rainforest Information Center and mail 
them to the Earth Trust Foundation, 
201 10 Rockport Way, Malibu, CA. 

For more information contact the 
WOLF Forest Protection Movement, 
c.d. 27, 082 13 Tulcik, Slovakia; +421 
91 7789488 tel/fax; wolf@vadium.sk. 


Guatemaun Miutary Backs Oil Takeover in Maya Biosphere 


If oil companies are allowed to explore for oil in 
the 1.5 million hectare Maya Biosphere Reserve, one 
of Guatemala's last remaining intact rainforests in 
the country will be destroyed. "In a few years, the oil 
companies could destroy the forest that we're count- 
ing on to feed our families, " said a woman from the 
community of Uaxactun. 

The Maya Biosphere Reserve is an important bio- 
logical corridor linking Guatemala to Mexico and is 
home to crocodiles, dermatemys turtles, jaguars, 
tapirs and red macaws. In addition, some 10,000 
Mayan archaeological sites are located in the area. 
The Guatemalan government opened up the re- 


serve in mid-July 1998 for new oil exploration 
without prior knowledge or consent from the com- 
munities living in the area. 

The government is planning to set up military 
camps in the region on the pretext of combating 
drug trafficking and illegal immigration, even 
though the region is 50 miles from the Guate- 
mala-Mexico border. This move by the military 
violates the spirit and the letter of the 1996 Peace 
Accords, which required the army to reduce its 
role in the country and to concentrate on protect- 
ing Guatemala's external borders. 

The companies drilling for oil in this region 


include: Basic Resources, a subsidiary of Union 
Pacific of the United States, Compania General de 
Combustibles of Argentina, Natural Gas Petroleum 
and Gas Ramrod of Canada and Petrolera del 
Atlantico of Guatemala. 

Send letters of protest to Jack Messman, CEO, 
Union Pacific Resources, 777 Main Street Ft. Worth, 
TX 76102, fax (817) 321-7566. 

For more information about ongoing activities to 
protect the Maya Biosphere Reserve, contact the 
World Rainforest Movement, wrm@chasque.apc.org 
or wrm@gn.apc.org. 

— World Rainforest Movement 
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Sharow Ecoirgiek 

An Interview with Cari Anthony 


by Errol Schweizer 

Carl Anthony is the director of the Urban Habitat 
Program and the former president of the Earth Island 
Institute. The Urban Habitat program, founded in 
1989 as a part of Earth Island, promotes and develops 
multicultural environmental activism in the San Fran- 
cisco Bay Area. Over 100 community-based organiza- 
tions work with Urban Habitat on issues such as anti- 
sprawl campaigns, inner-city reinvestment, urban 
transportation, toxics, brownfield cleanups, military 
base conversion, and multicultural environmental 
education. Now independent of Earth Island, the 
Urban Habitat Program's Carl Anthony recently spoke 
to the Earth First! Journal. 

EFIJ: How do environmental issues manifest themselves 
in urban communities, especially low-income and commu- 
nities of color? 

CA: Well, of course it depends on how you define 
the environment. The dictionary definition is "the 
environment is the sum total of the influences that 
affect the survival of an organism or a com- 
munity of organisms." Obviously, we are 
talking about the natural world — the rivers 
and the trees, watersheds and stuff like that. 

We also talk about our human communities, 
the low-income communities that are most 
burdened by environmental issues, with toxic 
waste dumps in their neighborhoods and 
outmoded housing that is vulnerable to lead 
poisoning, but also freeways that have bro- 
ken up their communities, leading to prob- 
lems of congestion, air quality, traffic acci- 
dents. So in many ways, low-income com- 
munities are an indicator of the health of the 
whole urban region. 

EF!J: How do you organize around these issues 
in urban areas? 

CA: We try to work with the people who 
are working on narrow issues to find the 
common threads to other people who are 
working on narrow issues. It's really impor- 
tant to build bridges between single issues 
and the larger frameworks. 

EF!J: Have you seen a convergence between environmen- 
tal groups that work mostly on preservation issues and 
those that are environmental justice groups? 

CA: Well, actually there is a long common history 
that is not acknowledged. The way the traditional 
environmentalists frame the story of the environmen- 
tal movement is not complete. The way it is typically 
framed is here was this wonderful John Muir-type 
that got into a fight with a Prussian forester about 
what to do with Yosemite or Hetch-Hetchy. This is 
an important story, but it is not the whole story. 

Basically the conservation movement arose at the 
end of the closing of the frontier. That represented the 
theft of the land of native people as well as the 
extension of the metropolitan development across 
the whole country. And at the same time there was 
also the powerful segregationist impulse that was 
rampant in the country at the time, based on white 
supremacy and Manifest Destiny. The conserva- 
tion movement arose in an area that many people 
thought of as safe for white supremacy, which was 
the Pacific Northwest. 

So we take issue with the story. And the story creates 
the sense of separate movements. Henry David Thoreau 
opposed the Mexican-American War. He wrote his 
famous essay on civil disobedience in jail opposing 
this war. That essay inspired Tolstoy, Gandhi and 
Martin Luther King. Frederick Law Olmstead, the 
founder of the national park idea, wrote three best- 
selling books about the ecology of the south and 
slavery. Karl Shultz, who was Secretary of the Interior 
during the reconstruction era, was a German immi- 
grant who rallied German communities in support of 
the Black people against slavery... and was one of the 
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first people to raise the cry about protecting the vast 
American forests. People, made these figures one- 
dimensional and dealt with conservation as if it were 
unconnected to these social issues. 

The same thing happened in the 1960s. The Civil 
Rights movement had a big impact on the environ- 
mental movement of the 1970s and the 1980s. The 
arguments around animal rights were all based on the 
abolition of slavery. And all of the non-violence 
techniques used by Earth First! and Greenpeace are 
actually a direct descendent of the struggles of... the 
Civil Rights movement. Even the phrase "No Com- 
promise in Defense of Mother Earth" comes down 
directly from the abolitionist struggle, "No Compro- 
mise in the Struggle Against Slavery." 

When Earth Day 1970 came along, it was the end of 
a decade where a lot of people felt very uncomfortable 
about the social struggles. It was very convenient to 
shift the focus to a safer political ground, which was 
the environmental movement. And during the 1970s 
and 1980s the environmental movement organiza- 
tions distanced themselves from social issues. In 
the 1990s when the people of color movements 


began to get national attention, it became very 
clear that the apocalypse that the environmental 
movement was talking about was already happen- 
ing in communities of color. 

EFIJ: Where do you find this history? These ideas have 
not been represented by deep ecologists, social ecologists 
and eco-socialists that I have come across. 

CA: People write history because they have a certain 
set of intentions. It's shocking to me... that the 
African American community has the longest, most 
continuous relationship with the land of any group in 
North America but the Native Americans, and their 
experience is totally invisible. What kind of environ- 
mental movement is that? But it has to be said that at 
the beginning of the 1 960s, nobody gave a shit about 
endangered species. We have to be grateful to the 
environmental movement because they brought up a 
set of issues that we never would have thought of 
without them. I think these are a key to the transfor- 
mations of our struggles for social justice. The envi- 
ronmental movement and the social justice move- 
ment are just tributaries of a much larger dynamic, 
and we have to bring it back together again. 

EFIJ: How is the Urban Habitat Program realiz- 
ing this history by what they do? How can other 
groups do so as well? 

CA: We are fortunate in a way, being located in the 
Bay Area. We have not only a high level of awareness 
in the culture of this region about environmental 
issues, we also have an incredible diversity of popula- 
tion. It is important is to link neighborhood struggles 
to a vision of the metropolitan region. We can also 
look at issues of the watershed... 17 rivers that come 
down and empty into the bay. In a practical sense we 
see the notion of the Bay area — with 6.5 million 


people, 100 jurisdictions and nine counties — as a kind 
of a cohesive human settlement exerting pressure on 
the ecosystem. 

In terms of the whole pattern of globalization, the 
metropolitan region offers a framework for really 
addressing issues of globalization. For example, the 
questions of where the food comes from and where 
the water comes from, and questions of how toxics 
get handled at the metropolitan scale. As cities 
grow, they create huge environmental disparities. 
I call them shadow ecologies; they're externalities in 
terms of uprooting land-based peoples and a whole 
variety of things. 

EFIJ: What are the tactics and strategies you support, 
from legal to... 

CA: Direct action and all that stuff. We need to make 
all of these strategies effective. We support... every form 
of resistance that anybody can come up with. 

EFIJ: What do you think of the labels "anthropocen- 
tric" versus "biocentric?" Do you think this dichotomy 
is appropriate? 

CA: Well, the whole concept of being biocentric is 
very creative, well intended and useful to get people to 
understand their empathy with the larger natural 
world. But logically it is also incoherent because 
people are a part of nature; fish have societies and so 
do horses, so do ants. Nature is also a part of people. 
But I think also the worst part is that these concepts of 
being biocentric are either deliberately or uninten- 
tionally misused to hide reactionary and racist poli- 
tics. I mean, Hitler loved animals. So fucking what! So 
you are making this big deal about how great the 
Fatherland is and you love the animals, but you are 
killing six million people! What kind of ethics is that? 

But I wou^d argue that the opposition is not 
between biocentric and anthropocentric. I would 
say it is between biocentric and techno centric. It is 
either the tendency to root one's hope and faith 
in the future in technology versus grounding it 
in the natural world. 

EFIJ: A lot of people of my generation have a very 
fatalistic attitude about social change. How can we 
change that? 

CA: When I was 23 (I am 60 now) I was in New York, 
and I ran into all these people that started the sit-ins. 
They were living in a time, a culture that is very similar 
to the way things are now, especially in the South, 
where people said "you can't do anything about this." 
Martin Luther King JR., when he was a church pastor 
leading the Montgomery bus boycott, he was 26. All 
of these people, like Che Guevara and Fidel Castro, 
were quite young. 

It's important to link the very local... with the 
larger understanding that we are on a journey, that 
we are the end product of four billion years of life 
on the planet. I think that young people can get 
that. We see enough young people involved around 
here to give us a sense of hope for the future. 

I think it is hard to organize. You have to be critical, 
you can't take anything for granted. You have to learn 
to trust yourself. And as you get older, there is a kind 
of humility that comes. I think about my ancestors 
that were in those holes at the bottoms of those ships 
and I think well, if I am about to despair, how would 
I compare myself with them? I get a lot of personal 
strength knowing that whatever they did, it made 
it possible for me to be here and I owe it to the 
future generations to do whatever is necessary for 
them to be there. I think we are hypnotized by so 
much access to media and information that it is 
kind of hard to hear your own soul. 

The main thing [is] ... the honoring of the natural 
world, the honoring of our communities, the cre- 
ation of some sense of hope. The overload of 
materialism and sexism and racism has created 
such a sense of dimness in people, that somehow 
this is so fucking big that we will never get over it. 
My sense is that however big it is, the universe is 
bigger and we are in tune with that, and we have 
the potential for hope. 




CULTIVATING RESISTANCE IN NYC 


by Rose Tender 

Spring in New York City. Throughout the city, 
community gardens and oases of green space spring 
back to life after a gray winter. More than 750 gardens 
in the city promote safety, beauty and opportunities 
for people of all ages to freely interact with nature. 
Developed by dedicated people who refuse to tol- 
erate waste-strewn, abandoned lots in their com- 
munities, gardens provide indispensable green 
space in the midst of a sea of concrete and skyscrap- 
ers. Sweets scents, fresh food and brilliant colors 
soothe senses inundated with garbage, steel and 
pollution. And this year, gardeners are also cul- 
tivating a movement to truly revitalize the health 
of New York City. 

For over 20 years, community gardens have flour- 
ished in New York City under the caring hand of 
city residents and an agency known as Green 
Thumb. However, the city did not grant gardens 
permanent protection. Last May, gardeners and 
garden advocates were appalled when Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani ordered the Department of Hous- 
ing Preservation and Development (HPD — other- 
wise known as Housing Prevention and Destruc- 
tion) to place an emergency hold on all commu- 
nity gardens and put them on the auction block. 

Giuliani's representative announced that the garden 
sites would be sold only to develop low-income hous- 
ing. People found this unacceptable knowing that the 
14,000 abandoned lots in NYC could be utilized both 


for low-income housing and open space. The plan to 
auction the gardens this May is a flagrant demonstra- 
tion of the administration's disregard for the hard work 
and commitment of city residents. Public hearings 
began in January and thousands of citizens gave heart- 
felt testimony, including senior citizens and public 
school children. Members of the recently formed More 


Gardens! Coalition, a grassroots group of gardeners and 
their supporters, brought puppets, color and life to the 
drab, regimented hearings. 

The administration made no effort to respond to 
the people so the More Gardens! Coalition felt that 
more direct statements needed to be made. At the 
third hearing, the coalition brought songbooks 
with an adapted version of "Solidarity Forever" 
and distributed them. Several hours into the hear- 
ing, the room erupted into song, causing the hear- 
ing to adjourn for ten minutes. 

By the fourth and final hearing, the More Gardens! 
Coalition decided it was time to adhere to the old 
mantra, "Direct action gets the goods." Because Mayor 
Giuliani, who had yet to attend a single hearing, has 
ultimate authority over the sale of city-owned prop- 
erty, we decided that if he would not show up to 
listen to the people, we would hold a sit-in on the 
steps of City Hall. After we arrived at the hearing in 
the morning on February 24, the mayor did not 
show; he was in Washington DC, politicking to begin 
his upcoming campaign for Senate. Energy filled the 
room as we all waited until the moment we would 
take the steps of City Hall, which had been closed to 
the public for over a year. As we made our move, we 
were pushed back inside the building as iron gates 
swung shut, denying us access to the steps. Twenty- 
five activists sat down and immediately began chant- 
ing, "More Gardens, More Democracy," and refused 
to leave until the mayor came. People from the 
hearing, media, elected officials and police gathered 

around us. Many 
joined us chant- 
ing and singing, 
even as we were 
carried out one 
by one to police 
vans waiting 
outside. 

Thirty were 
arrested and 
held overnight. 
The activists 
continued 
chanting, sing- 
ing and educat- 
ing others about 
gardens while in 
jail. The next day we returned to City Hall fresh 
from our arraignments to testify in support of 
beneficial legislation for community gardens and 
held a press conference. 

Despite widespread public support for commu- 
nity gardens and vast positive mainstream media 
coverage, the administration has scheduled the 



The More Gardens! Coalition at the steps of City Hall 


Reclaim the Gardens! 

On Sunday April 11, Reclaim the Streets^ 
NYC blockaded a street in the Lower East Side 
to protest the 119 community gardens that 
are scheduled to be auctioned to developers 
in May. Despite the rain, over 500 gathered at 
| El Jardin del Paradiso and marched to Avenue 
A. Two tripods were erectedas:a Gj^Hcal Mass! J 
of cyclists held off the onslaught ofttMMH 
cab drivers. A pullcart PA and the I 
Hungry Marching Band kicked out 
and platers appeared under tripods 
celebrated the birth of our newest cc 
. nity garden. Police barricades were, 

I as see-saws; giant spring flowers arid other I 
vegetable humanoids danced off the drizzle. 

| When the tripod sitters and six other people 
were arrested, a diehard group marched across 
town to continue the party in front of the 
police station, dancing until the eight pro- 
testors were released. . .. I 

— Reclaim The Streets NYC 



auction for May 13, when 126 gardens will be sold 
to the highest bidder. Cherry Tree Garden, which 
is on the auction block, sits in a triangle amidst a 
highway, a bus parking lot and a densely popu- 
lated housing project. The fragrant flowers and 
trees provide refuge in an area saturated with 
garbage, fumes and cars. Yet, if it is bought and 
developed, the use of the area will serve only to 
further contribute to the density, noise and pollu- 
tion of an already overburdened area. 

It appears that the city doesn't understand that 
community gardens provide countless benefits. In a 
city where asthma rates are exploding, garbage is 
piling so high it must be shipped elsewhere and the 
ratio ot open space to residents is dismally low, 
community gardens begin to provide remedies where 
bureaucracies have failed to implement strategic so- 
lutions. What is more, a recent study showed 95 
percent of gardens that are destroyed are left as 
garbage-strewn lots. 

The More Gardens! Coalition is working on all 
fronts — direct action, legislative, judicial and edu- 
cational. We are calling for widespread civil disobe- 
dience if the legal means fail to adequately reflect the 
will of the people. Gardening is hard enough when 
plants have to contend with pollution. We don't 
need bulldozers and auction blocks as well. 

To support the MG!C, contact us at (212) 330-6851 
or e-mail Moregardens3@hotmail.com 


Project Harmony- An Endangered Oasis 


by Cynthia Nibbelink Worley 

I'm looking through my window at the Joseph Daniel Wilson Community 
Garden in Harlem, New York City. About 16 years ago Mr. Wilson (my 
downstairs neighbor at the time) and I had a serious talk about the horrible 
lot across the street, full of garbage, rats, drugs and prostitution. Mr. Wilson 
was already in his nineties. I knew nothing about city government or its 
agencies. But I didn't want to pass this horror every day. So, why not a 
garden? Mr. Wilson had a backyard garden; he loved horticulture and 
homeopathy, and, while skeptical, he agreed to the garden idea. 

Shortly thereafter we founded Project Harmony, Inc . — a grassroots commu- 
nity — development organization. Both myself and my husband recognized the 
crying need for programs that would "clean up" lives in such a way that the 
overwhelming dependence on welfare would be lessened; we saw that our urban 
environment needed programs which would strengthen lives individually and 
collectively, raise self-esteem and people's sense of personal autonomy. Mr. 
Wilson planted the first morning glories, transplants from his tiny backyard 
garden. My husband Haja worked tirelessly with the youth, planting 
trees, vegetables, flowers, shrubs. Haja supervised mural paintings — 
portraits of Malcolm X, Winnie Mandela and Bob Marley. For the first 
planting the youths went from stoop to stoop, asking each person to put 
one plant in the ground. 

Presently, women, men and youth of Project Harmony make hundreds of 
jars of jellies and preserves each year, as well as herbal vinegars and oils, salsa, 
relishes, scented oils, potpourri and a variety of crafts. Project Harmony's 


dream is that this "Harmony Institute" will produce an abundant harvest of 
human lives conscious of their own value, the value of all people and 
conscious of the value of this Earth from which we come and to which we 
return. The survival of all of us depends upon the survival of the Earth; this 
is a challenge we must face together. 

Now the Joseph Daniel Wilson Garden is threatened by Mayor 
Giuliani's bulldozers. This administration has decided to take the city's 
community gardens and build "middle-income" housing — townhouses 
and condos — at the expense of low-income, hardworking people. 
Giuliani wants to erase all that we've done. We're not Disney, we're not 
The Gap, we're not making a big enough splash. 

It is the ancient law of "eminent domain" that allows a government to 
take private property for public use. The Giuliani Administration has called 
upon this law to take both private and public properties — notably the 
gardens — to sell to mega stores and big developers. Rich private owners, it 
is argued, will increase the tax base, thus giving "the public" better schools 
and services. But who will be around to enjoy the "better services" when 
there is no air to breathe? Will the rich private owners vacate their properties 
again, fleeing to the gardens of Copenhagen or Florence, once more leaving 
the poor to manage crumbling buildings in a toxic sea of brick and mortar? 

The Giuliani administration's destruction of community gardens is 
unconstitutional; it is domestic violence, it is heartbreaking, it is rape. 
Destruction of community gardens is destruction of community. This 
destruction of community is one of the first steps towards totalitarianism. 
That is why we must resist and save our gardens. 
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Round River Rendezvous 

San Juan Mtns., Colorado, June 21 - 28 , 1999 


The 1999 Round River Rendezvous will be held in 
the high country of the southern San Juan mountains, 
just north of the Colorado/New Mexico border and a 
bit east of the continental divide. The site is in the San 
Juan National Forest north of Highway 1 7, which runs 
through two 10,000-foot passes between Chama, New 
Mexico and Antonito, Colorado. The Rendezvous 
begins June 21 — the day before Summer Solstice — and 
winds up on the full moon, June 28. Feel free to come 
early to help set up or linger to help restore the site 
and to help with the San Luis and Vail campaigns 
through the summer. 


No dogs! 

Please find your dog a caretaker before you come to 
the RRR. If you bring a dog, you and your dog will stay 
in the non-optional dog camp near the parking area. 
People who bring dogs will also be asked to help in 
the dog jail. Any dog not under their owner's control 
will go directly to dog jail. Repeat violators will be 
asked to leave. 


Soo'Hi 

San Tuan 

UJildtrntss 



The area 

Persistent rumors of survivor Grizz in 
these majestic mountains keep this 
the wildest heart of the Southern 
Rockies. In the sweeping green val- 
leys below, in towns like San Luis, 

Antonito and Chama, cultures that 
predate US colonization still resist 
assimilation into industrial capital- 
ism. Chicano and environmental 
activists from around the country 
have put aside their differences and 

united to protect the area's endan- Colorado 

gered forests. 

Local campaign 

Help Culebra EF! stop the largest 
logging operation in the US, which 
is systematically destroying one of 
the last and most significant habitat cor- 
ridors in the Southern Rockies. Also at stake are a 
generations-old, sustainable Chicano farming com- 
munity and several threatened and endangered 
species. With recent developments in our cam- 
paign, we now have legal support in our cause and 
may have our first opportunity to win a temporary 
injunction. It is crucial for us as a movement to 
stand in solidarity with la gente (the people) of San 
Luis, so that this area can be saved. 

10, OOO-plus feet 

The Rendezvous will be near the Great Divide at over 
10,000 feet. Altitude sickness, thin air, intense rays 
from the sun, and cold weather (possible snow!) are a 
few things to prepare for. So protect yourself from 
altitude sickness. Precautions include: staying hy- 
drated, avoiding alcohol, gradually acclimating your- 
self to higher altitudes and hiking 1000-feet higher 
than your campsite to help your body adjust. 

Yes, bears! 

We will be in bear country. Be prepared to hang your 
food out of bears' reach. Bring 30-plus feet of rope and 
stuffsacks to hold all your food, toothpaste and any- 
thing else that might smell good to a bear. 
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Self-sufficiency 

Bring what you need to survive. A communal kitchen 
has not been organized. Bring: food for 7-10 days, hat 
and sunscreen (very important at high elevations), 
stuff to hang your food, bug protection, adequate 
protection from the elements, raingear, tent, cold- 
weather clothes, sleeping gear, TP, shovels and other 
useful tools and $25 to defray costs. 

Water 

Carry your own water bottle and don't share con- 
tainers. There is a campground with drinking water 
about three miles away from the site (bring large water 
containers). A creek, waterfall and lake are within 
walking distance. 

Fires 

The Southwest is dry this year. We will have a limited 
number of fire circles. No other fires will be allowed! It 
will be extremely important to be cautious with cook 
stoves, cigarettes and anything else that produces 
considerable heat. 

Workshops 

There will be plenty of workshops this year, as 
always. Some things to watch out for: Y2K prepared- 
ness and getting back to basics, local campaigns and 
issues, action how-tos. We're striving for an orderly 
flow of presentations rather than a free-for-all. Please 
help by letting the RRR committee know the subject, 
length and requirements of your workshop 
asap. Call the number below. 

. I. • , j v . 

Shifters 

There will be slit latrines (no plastic 
portapotties) . Please don't shit anywhere else. 

Please bring your own TP, and observe the 
basics of latrine etiquette: use ash or lime to 
cover your poop — do not.fill the trench with 
dirt — and wash yer paws. 
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Be nice to the site! 

This place and its inhabitants will have 
to deal with your impact long after you’ve 
gone back to the pavement. Sensitize your- 


self to the place when you arrive and know what 
not to disturb. Pack out every scrap you pack in! 

Doing your part 

Take care of yourself and your friends. Bring $25 to 
help defray costs of the Rendezvous. Everyone is also 
expected to do a security shift, help with latrines, and 
generally help the Rendezvous happen. 

Alcohol 

We encourage moderation to facilitate a more 
cohesive, coherent and productive Rendezvous. 
Many of us will drink, but remember, being shit- 
faced is not a license to be inconsiderate to others. 
No beer will be provided. 

Directions 

From Durango, CO: Take Highway 160 east to 
Pagosa Springs. In Pagosa Springs, take 84 east and 
south to Chama, NM. In Chama, take Highway 1 7 east 
about 20 miles. After Cumbres Pass, look for FR1 18 on 
the left to Trujillo Meadows. After a mile and a half, 
follow signs to the left. (Last stop for tofu: Durango 
Natural Foods, 575 E. 8th Ave; (970) 247-8129.) 

From Santa Fe, NM: Take St. Francis Dr. (84/285) 
north. At Espanola, take 84/285 west and north, then 
stay on 84 through Abiquiu and Tierra Amarilla to 
Chama. From Chama, follow Highway 17 east about 
20 miles. After Cumbres Pass, look for FR118 on the 
left to Trujillo Meadows. After a mile and a half, follow 
signs to the left. (Last stop for tofu in Santa Fe: Wild 
Oats (2 stores) or The Market Place, 627 West Alameda; 
(505) 984-2852.) 

From Alamosa, CO: Go south on Highway 285 
towards Antonito, CO. In Antonito, take Highway 17 
west about 25 miles. After La Manga Pass, look for 
FR1 18 on the right to Trujillo Meadows. After a mile 
and a half, follow signs to the left. (Last stop for tofu 
in Alamosa: Valley Food Co-op, 7565 US Highway 160 
(719) 589-5727.) 

Call us before leaving for the rendezvous! Things 
can always change with the weather. Contact the 
organizing committee at POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85 7 22; 
(520) 620-1839. 

19 Rendezvous Later 

1981 Moab, Utah 

1982 Little Granite Creek, Wyoming 

1983 Kalmiopsis, Oregon 

1984 Heron, Montana 

1985 Uncompaghre, Colorado 

1986 North Fork of the Big Lost River, Idaho 

1987 North Rim of the Grand Canyon, Arizona 

1988 Kettle Range, Washington 

1989 Jemez Range, New Mexico 

1990 Gravelly Range, Montana 

1991 Green Mountains, Vermont 

1992 San Juans, Colorado 

1993 Mount Graham, Arizona 

1994 Katuah, Cherokee National Forest, North 
Carolina/Tennessee 

1995 Mad River, Northern California 

1996 Cove/Mallard, Idaho 

1997 Wolf River, Wisconsin 

1998 Twin Lakes, Umpqua, Oregon 
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Critical Mass Anchorage takes to the streets 10 years after the Exxon Valdez spill; get on your bikes! 



After Exxon Valdez 

*S CONSPIRACY UNCOVERED 


by Gregory Palast 

The tenth anniversary of the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill on March 24 was com- 
memorated by the solemn retelling of 
lies. The official story is, "Drunken Skip- 
per Hits Reef." Don't believe it. 

The captain, Joe Hazelwood, was be- 
low decks, sleeping off his bender. The 
man left at the helm, the third mate, 
would never have hit Bligh Reef had the 
ship's radar been operational. The com- 
plex Raycas system costs a lot to operate 
so frugal Exxon management left it bro- 
ken and useless for the entire year be- 
fore the grounding. 

There's more to the story you've never 
been told. 

Just 10 months before the spill, the six 
oil companies that own Alaska's oil 
held a secret, top-level meeting in Ari- 
zona where Theo Polasek, their chief of 
Valdez operations, warned that it was 
"not possible" to contain an oil spill in 
the center of Prince William Sound — 
exactly where the Exxon Valdez 
grounded. Polasek needed millions of 
dollars for spill containment equipment. 
The law required it. The companies 
promised it to regulators. Then at the 
meeting, they vetoed it. 

Smaller spills before the Exxon disas- 
ter could have alerted government 
watchdogs that the port's oil-spill con- 
tainment system was rotting. But ac- 
cording to Erlene Blake, the oil group's 
lab technician, management routinely 
ordered her to change test results to 
eliminate "oil-in-water" readings. The 
procedure was simple, Blake says. She 
was told to dump out oily water and 
refill test tubes from a bucket of 
cleansed sea water that they called, 


"the miracle barrel." 

A confidential letter dated April 1984, 
four full years before the big spill, writ- 
ten by Captain James Woodle (then the 
oil group's Valdez port commander), 
warned management that due to a re- 
duction in workers, age of equipment, 
limited training and lack of personnel, 
they seriously doubted that a medium 
or large size oil spill could be contained 
and cleaned up effectively. 

According to Woodle, there was a 
spill at Valdez before the Exxon colli- 
sion, though not nearly as large. When 
he prepared to report it to the govern- 
ment, his supervisor forced him to take 
back the notice, with the Orwellian 
command, "You made a mistake. This 
was not an oil spill." 

The fable of the Drunken Skipper has 
served the oil industry well. It trans- 
forms the most destructive oil spill in 
history into a tale of human frailty — a 
terrible, but one-time accident. But bro- 
ken radar, missing equipment, phan- 
tom spill personnel, faked tests — the 
profit-mad disregard of law — made the 
spill disaster not an accident but an 
inevitability. 

The canard of the alcoholic captain 
has also provided effective camouflage 
for the party most responsible for the 
destruction in Alaska: British Petro- 
leum (BP). 

Alaska's oil is BP oil. The company 
owns and controls a majority of the 
Alaska Pipeline system, the consortium 
called Alyeska. Exxon is a junior part- 
ner, and four others are just along for 
the ride. Captain Woodle, Technician 
Blake and Vice-President Polasek all 
worked for BP's Alyeska. 

But we now know that BP's London 


headquarters learned of the alleged fal- 
1 sification of reports to the US govem- 
° ment years before the spill. In Septem- 
| ber 1984, independent oil shipper 
t Charles Hamel of Washington DC, 
| shaken by evidence he received from 
| Alyeska employees, hopped the first 
available Concorde at his own expense 
to warn BP executives in London about 
the frauds in the Valdez labs. 

Furthermore, Captain Woodle swears 
he personally delivered his damning list 
of missing equipment and personnel (a 
violation of code) directly into the hands 
of BP's Alaska chief, George Nelson. It 
became a matter of corporate self-pres- 
ervation for BP that Woodle's letter, 
Hamel's London trip and many other 
warnings of the deteriorating contain- 
ment system never saw the light of day. 

Alyeska showed Woodle a file of his 
marital infidelities (all bogus), then of- 
fered him pay-outs on condition that 
he leave the state within days and prom- 
ise never to return. 

As for Hamel, the oil shipping bro- 
ker, BP in London thanked him, then 
secretly launched a campaign to hound 
him out of the industry. They hired a 
CIA expert who wiretapped Hamel's 
phone lines, smuggled microphones 
into his home, intercepted his mail 
and tried to entrap him with young 
women. The industrial espionage ca- 
per was personally ordered and con- 
trolled by BP executive James Hermiller, 
President of Alyeska. A US federal judge 
told Alyeska this conduct was "remi- 
niscent of Nazi Germany." 

BP's inglorious role in the Alaskan oil 
game began in 1969 when the oil group 
bought the most valuable real estate in 
all Alaska, the Valdez oil terminal land, 
from the Chugach natives. Alyeska paid 
one dollar. 

Although a US Supreme Court Justice 
explained to the natives the worth of 
their claim on this land, their own law- 
yer, the state's most powerful legislator, 
advised them not to press for payment. 
Within months of signing away the 
natives' rights to Alyeska, he became 
Alyeska's lawyer. 

When the pipeline opened in 1974, 
law required Alyeska to maintain round- 
the-clock oil spill response teams. As 
part of the come-on to get hold of the 


Chugach's Valdez property, Alyeska 
hired the natives for this emergency 
work. They practiced leaping out of 
helicopters into icy water, learning to 
surround leaking boats with rubber bar- 
riers. But natives soon found they were 
assigned to cover up spills not clean 
them up. Their foreman David Decker 
told me he was expected to report an oil 
spill as two gallons when two thousand 
gallons had spilled! 

Alyeska kept the natives at the termi- 
nal for two years — long enough to help 
break the dock workers union then, 
quietly, fired them all. To deflect in- 
quisitive inspectors, Alyeska created 
sham teams, listing names of oil termi- 
nal workers who did not have the foggi- 
est idea how to use spill equipment, 
which, in any event, was missing, bro- 
ken or existed only on paper. 

When the Exxon Valdez ran 
aground, there was no native spill 
crew, only chaos. 

Yet, Alyeska was able to settle all claims 
for only two percent of the acknowl- 
edged damage — roughly a $50-million 
payout that was fully covered by an 
insurance fund. A jury ordered Exxon to 
pay $5 billion, though the petroleum 
giant continues to stall payment. (The 
only lesson BP learned from the oil spill 
catastrophe must be to keep your name 
off the ship.) 

I often return to Prince William 
Sound and get news from the native 
villages. At Chenega, they are prepar- 
ing to spend another summer scrub- 
bing rocks. Last year, they pulled 20 
tons of sludge off their beaches. At 
Nanwalek village, the state again de- 
clared the clams inedible, poisoned by 
persistent hydrocarbons. Salmon carry 
abscesses and tumors, the herring 
never returned and the sea lion rook- 
ery at Montague Island remains silent 
and empty. 

But despite what my eyes see, I must 
have it wrong, because right here in an 
Exxon brochure it says, "The water is 
clean and plant, animal and sea life are 
healthy and abundant." 

Gregory Palast's series of investigative 
reports appears fortnightly in the London 
Observer, Manchester Guardian Media 
Group. For reprints or comments, contact 
gregory.palast@guardian.co.uk. 


Slick Actions at the Seattle 

Oil Spill Conference 

Almost exactly 10 years after the Exxon Valdez disaster, a group of fishermen, 
scientists, and environmentalists from Prince William Sound and beyond headed 
down to the 1999 Oil Spill Conference in Seattle. Calling themselves the Alaskan 
Truth Squad, they came to expose the reality of oil spills and the industry's lies 
to the public. They illuminated truths such as Prince William Sound has not 
recovered from the 1989 oil spill> Exxon has yet to pay on its lawsuit, and 
ecosystems and fishing communities still suffer. They said Prince William Sound 
can not take another spill and neither can the western shorelines. 

The Exxon Valdez oil spill was one of the biggest human-made disasters in 
history. Forty-thousand tons of crude oil covered 10,000 square miles of the once- 
pristine Prince William Sound. This caused billions in damages to fishing 
communities and native villages, threatening their subsistence lifestyle in the 
sound. The death toll includes an estimated 250,000 seabirds, 300 harbor seals, 
2,800 sea otters, 250 bald eagles, 22 killer whales, almost the entire herring 
population and many more species. Of the species surveyed, only two have 
recovered in the last ten years.- i 

Every oil spill conference put on by big industry, needs a celebrity speaker. This 
year, conference organizers hoped Ted Danson would make them look good. They 


didn't count on the Truth Squad holding a press conference with Ted before hand. 
After hearing the testimony of Alaskan scientists, natives and fishermen, what else 
could Ted do but ream the oil industry in his keynote address? It's not often you 
can hear a pin drop in a crowd of hundreds of people, but, after Ted's opening day 
speech addressing the slick oil industry, you could. Befuddled oil execs were 
stunned speechless. Senator Slade Gorton (R-WA) announced he plans to oppose 
the Exxon/Mobil merger until Exxon pays its $5 billion judgment. Also opposing 
the merger were many environmental groups and the city of Cordova, AK. 

On March 9, day two of the conference, citizens from Alaska, Oregon, 
Washington and California took out two Greenpeace Zodiacs and a banner 
reading, "Big Oil, Big Lies, the Exxon Disaster Continues," to an on-water oil spill 
clean-up demonstration. As the tide came in over the net-like oil clean-up device, 
demonstrating why oil recovery doesn't work, many took to the water and the 
dock with signs demanding prevention as hundreds of people watched. 

"What the hell is that?" asked conference goers on the final day, browsing the 
latest in oil spill technology in the demonstration product advertising room. 
They were referring to the fish covered with oily rocks taken from the Prince 
William Sound only a week earlier that a well dressed woman was serving on 
an appetizer tray. Also on the tray was a flier about the myths and realities of 
oil spills. "I felt I needed to bring home the reality that, unlike what has been 
said here, an oil spill is not a minor accident, but a catastrophe that will maybe 
never heal... I've seen the oil on the water, the sound has not recovered," said 
a Truth Squad member. 

The next oil spill conference will be in Tampa, Florida in 2001. See you there. 
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GLOBMUZA mm 


by Karen Coulter 

Challenging corporate governance over the Earth is 
key to achieving our goals in almost every issue 
problem we face — from poverty, racism and sexism to 
unprecedented worldwide forest destruction and spe- 
cies extinction. For instance, poverty, racism and 
sexism are institutionalized through corporate-im- 
posed property law and scapegoating by 
a wealthy elite eager to hide the real 
source of societal ills. Framing our work 
within the broader context of ending 
corporate rule gives us a strategic focus 
and new targets that address the issues 
on a systemic level, dismantling the 
mechanisms of corporate control that 
continually throw more of the same 
problems at us. We've been fighting 
endless brushfires instead of dealing 
with what fuels the inferno. So that we 
may more effectively defend the Earth, 
it is important to recognize the effects 
that the globalization of finance has 
on biodiversity. 

Corporate globalization violates envi- 
ronmental sustainability by promoting 
the use of resources beyond the ability of 
ecosystems to replace them; it pro- 
motes consumption and waste of non- 
renewable resources beyond the pace 
of development and use of renewable 
"substitutes" and pollution emissions 
exceeding the ecosystems' assimilative 
capacity. Examples of how globaliza- 
tion operates include T aiwan and South 
Korea as both suffer extreme environ- 
mental degradation as a direct conse- 
quence of World Bank-imposed policy 
over the last decades. They have also 
achieved tremendous rates of economic 
growth so the World Bank uses the two 
as models for all Third World nations, 
despite these "successes" being overshad- 
owed by the domino effect of the related 
Asian economic crisis. 

Creating a global economy means gen- 
eralizing this destructive process and 
transforming the great numbers of still 
largely self-sufficient people in rural areas of less 
developed countries into unsustainable consumer cul- 
tures. Already, the strain of increasing levels of con- 
sumption, the adoption of environmentally destruc- 
tive ways of living and gross disparities in wealth in 
developing countries is putting people in direct com- 
petition with other species. 

Defining characteristics of economic globalization 
include an emphasis on exports, increased transport 
of goods, greater competition among transnational 
corporations, deregulation and standards of free trade 
that fail to incorporate measures to protect ecological 
integrity. All of these factors increase pressures on 
ecological stability and biodiversity. 

Structural Adjustment requirements imposed by 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) on coun- 
tries with development loans include reductions in 
domestic spending on environmental protection 
and increased production of cash crops (felling 
native forests for timber exports or converting wild 
lands to monoculture agriculture) to pay back the 
loans and staggering interest rates. The transport of 
exports creates ridiculous scenarios of high energy 
use and pollution from shipping goods to countries 
that often export the same or similar resources pro- 
duced locally. Examples of this are raw log exports 
from the US while simultaneously importing wood 
products from Chile and shipping US apples to Japan 
while importing New Zealand apples. In 1991, four- 
billion tons of freight exported through shipping used 
as much energy as the entire economies of Brazil and 
Turkey combined. 

Immense highway pro j ects are also being constructed 
across wild and indigenous communal lands in coun- 
tries like Mexico and Brazil to accommodate increased 
global trade. The Trans-Amazonian highway is de- 


signed to supply Asian markets with more timber and 
minerals while ripping through one of the most 
diverse native forests in the tropics, fragmenting habi- 
tat and opening up previously inaccessible lands to 
logging, mining, ranching and settlement. In Brazil, 
the Hidrovia Project is being promoted to expand and 
accelerate the transport of goods along the Rio de la 
Plata. This project would dry out Pantanal, the world's 
largest wetland, which contains the highest diversity 
of mammals on Earth. 

In the melee of the global economy, countries can't 
strengthen environmental regulations that increase 
corporate costs without violating the binding agree- 
ments of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). For instance, the Amazon's rubber tappers, 
who sustainably extract latex from rubber trees scat- 
tered throughout intact forests, will have to compete 
with rubber grown on Asian plantations created by 
clearing entire tropical forests because tariffs on natu- 
ral rubber imports are due to be eliminated under 
multilateral trade agreements. Accordingly, 
transnational tire corporations such as Michelin and 
Goodyear, which have plants in Brazil, may challenge 
rubber tappers' rights to exist as an industry. 

To increase competition in the face of unrestricted 
global trade, corporations increasingly cut costs by 
drastically reducing the number of their employees. 
The Valdez oil spill occured in part because Exxon 
reduced its supertanker crews by one-third. 

Corporate globalization directly stimulates the two 
leading causes of species extinction: habitat destruc- 
tion and the introduction of invasive exotic species. 
Rampant exploitation of the natural world provides 
unprecedented opportunities for investors to increase 
their capital return. 

What's more, gluts in the world timber markets 
from unrestricted investment and production cause 
governments to increase logging subsidies and roll 
back more regulations in an attempt to maintain 
competitiveness. A memorable example of this was 
the 1995 Salvage Rider in the US. Essentially, this was 
a "Global Competitiveness Restoration Act" for do- 
mestic logging corporations that faced decreasing 
access to forests, increasing regulatory costs and greater 
competition from cheap imports. The US logging 
industry wanted unrestricted access 
to more trees at less cost. The 
Salvage Rider provided this by 
suspending all laws applicable 
to logging on national forests. 

As a consequence, some of the 
last remaining roadless areas 
with large, intact forest habi- 
tat went up for bid at below- 
market cost. This effectively 
privatized public lands at a 
highly subsidized price. 

Increasing access to over- 
seas timber is also undermin- 
ing efforts to reduce wood 
fiber consumption in the US. 

Paper mills that invested in 
technology upgrades to pro- 
duce higher recycled-con- 
tent products are being un- 
dercut by cheap and plenti- 
ful supplies of unused pulp. 

US logging corporations 
continue to expand into 
markets overseas under 
the favorable protection 
of international trade con- 
sortiums such as the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) and the Asian 
Pacific Economic Community (APEC), whose mem- 
ber countries are home to 63 percent of the world's 
last primary forests. These forests are the target of 
a sweeping new agenda to increase worldwide 
consumption of wood products, open up native 
forests to logging, weaken environmental protec- 
tions and, incidentally, open the door to invasive 
species. This disastrous initiative is scheduled to be 
introduced for negotiation at the WTO's third 
ministerial meeting in Seattle, Washington, be- 


tween November 30 and December 3. 

Already, global free trade has proven devastating 
to forests in Canada, Mexico, Brazil and Chile. The 
1994 North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) brought Canadian forests under the disci- 
pline of binding international trade rules. Deregu- 
lation, privatization of public resources, govern- 
ment subsidies and liberalized trade have together 
given rise to a huge export-driven wood products 
industry in Canada. Since NAFTA, 15-wood prod- 
uct corporations have set up operations in Mexico, 
with much of their investments targeting some of 
North America's largest remaining intact forests. 
NAFTA also brought about the repeal of Article 27 
of the Mexican Constitution, which gave the Mexi- 
can people rights to communal land ownership 
and eliminated Mexican restriction on foreign own- 
ership of property (previously limited to 49 per- 
cent). Since 80 percent of Mexico's forests are 
found on indigenous reserves or communal land 
holdings, new legal status for private, industrial 
tree plantations was obtained to protect investors. 

International Paper used the Mexican 
government's attempts to attract foreign capital 
after the 1994 peso crash to compromise Mexico's 
laws governing forest exploitation, gaining large 
federal subsidies and "new flexibility" for the En- 
vironment Secretariat to waive protections for 
biodiversity, soil and water quality. A controver- 
sial project in Chile is the proposed investment by 
the Trillium Corporation in logging hundreds of 
thousands of acres of rare native forests for chip 
exports (see EF!J June-July 1998). Trillium also has a 
pending investment to log 140,000 acres of lenga 
forests on the Argentina side of Tierra del Fuego. 

Soon after the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, 
the Brazilian government announced that private 
interests could legally challenge indigenous land titles, 
which cover vast forested areas throughout Amazonia. 
Peracchi, a logging corporation well known for its 
illegal logging of mahogany on indigenous lands, 
moved in to claim land forming part of two indig- 
enous reserves in the State of Para, threatening the 
Apyterewa and Bau people's cultural existence, as well 
as the forest. Since 1996, Brazil has lured several Asian 
logging corporations to purchase the logging rights to 
millions of acres. Champion International recently 
sold its degraded land in New England and is joining 
the expansion of logging operations in Brazil and 
other countries in South America. 

What's more, the financial meltdown in Asia — 
itself an effect of the global- 
ization of financial mar- 
kets — will have major ef- 
fects on how and by whom 
Indonesia's forests will be 
controlled. Bailout agree- 
ments with the IMF will 
put Indonesia's forests un- 
der more direct control by 
foreign corporations and 
market forces. 

Bio-invasion of exotic 
species is another threat to 
biodiversity from ex- 
panded global trade. In the 
San Francisco Bay and 
Delta, one of the world's 
busiest ports for trade ac- 
tivity, at least 21 alien spe- 
cies have successfully im- 
planted themselves. 
Baykeepers, a group of lo- 
cal biologists, estimate that 
85 percent of the species 
in the bay are exotic. On a 
broader scale, several tree 
species have been nearly 
eliminated in the US after 
the introduction of exotic fungi and insects, includ- 
ing the chestnut tree, the Dutch elm, the white pine 
and the Port Orford cedar. Half of the species listed as 
endangered in the US are listed, in part, because of 
invasive species. 

This concludes the first part of this compelling two-part 
special report on the impacts of corporate globalization. 
Makesureyou catch the second partnext issue, as Coulter 
discusses the origins of trade agreements and elaborates 
on how they enable corporations to circumvent environ- 
mental regulations. 
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Lynx Protection Scm 


by Nicole Rosmarino and Rod Coronado 

Since February, the Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDW) 
has released 12 Canada lynx into the Weminuche Wilderness 
of the San Juan Mountains, marking the latest development 
in the battle to save this wildcat from disappearing in the 
Lower 48. "They're back!" declared a CDW biologist as he 
opened the first cage; another biologist quietly proclaimed to 
reporters, "never left..." What the state reintroduction effort 
hides is a strategy on the part of state and federal agencies to 
strip away future protection for the lynx under the Endan- 
gered Species Act (ESA). 

Lynx experts and biologists from the Colorado and US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) believe that a small, remnant 
lynx population still lives in Colorado, and more than a 
hundred sightings of lynx and/or tracks have been made in 
the area slated for destruction by ski resort developer, Vail 
Associates. Colorado's economic growth-promoting politi- 
cians have long feared that ESA protection for the lynx would 
curtail commercial developments, especially the 
billion dollar ski industry that is the backbone of 
Colorado's tourism industry. 

With the upcoming court-ordered listing of 
the lynx under the ESA in July, Colorado has 
implemented its own lynx reintroduction pro- 
gram with wild-trapped lynx from Canada and 
Alaska rather than afford full ESA protection to 
the native cats. 

CDW admits its undertaking is intended to 
avoid federal measures to ensure protection for 
lynx in Colorado. If the transplanted lynx sur- 
vive in the San Juans, CDW will proclaim lynx 
recovery; if they die, Colorado will proclaim that 
there is no suitable habitat. Either way, Colorado's 
politicians and ski corporations will be insulated 
from ESA infringement and can continue with 
business as usual (i.e. lynx habitat destruction). 

The USFWS has resisted listing the lynx for over 
five years. Had it done its job and responded 
earlier to the lynx's imperilment without legal 
pressure from environmentalists, USFWS could 
have provided desperately needed protection for 
Colorado's shrinking lynx homelands and safe- 
guarded the prime lynx habitat destroyed by Vail 
Associates in its CAT III expansion. 

Like wolf reintroduction in Yellowstone and the South- 
west, state and federal officials will determine the legal 
listing of not only reintroduced lynx but also surviving 
populations in Colorado. Should authorities mandate less 
ESA protection for lynx with a listing as "threatened" as 
opposed to "endangered," penalties for killing lynx would 
be less and restrictions on activities that threaten lynx 
habitat would be circumvented. This would serve commer- 
cial interests more than the lynx and diminish the effective- 
ness of the ESA to protect endangered species and the 
homelands necessary for their survival. 

Even the San Juan lynx reintroduction site is acknowledg- 
ment of the continuing threat to lynx habitat in Colorado. 
While believed to still live near Vail in the White River 
National Forest, the ongoing habitat destruction by 
Colorado's ski industry precludes releasing wild-caught 
lynx there. Instead, the reintroduction is relegated by CDW 
to the southernmost margins of the lynx's range, 200 miles 
south of the White River. 

State lynx reintroduction programs like Colorado's fraudu- 
lent one must be prevented and not serve as a replacement for 
much-needed protection throughout the lynx's range in the 
lower 48 states. Also, CDW should not obtain wild lynx from 
the fur trade, the very interests responsible for the lynx's 
demise and who profit from their continuing exploitation. At 
the February release, news footage shows that lynx reintro- 
duced into the San Juans had trapping injuries. Some were 
visibly lame and four, including two ten-month old kittens, 
have died from starvation. 

Furthermore, the removal of lynx from Canada and Alaska 
threatens indigenous lynx populations. For the Colorado 
relocation, 110 lynx will be relocated from British Columbia 
and Alaska. Lynx populations naturally rise and fall in a ten 
year cycle along with their principal prey, the snowshoe hare, 
and it's hard enough for them to survive without the threat of 
trapping for fur or relocation. 

Environmentalists and wildlife advocates should chal- 
lenge the compromised nature of many endangered species 
reintroductions. Such projects often provide green cover 
while the habitat of remnant populations of endangered 


wildlife is destroyed. It also fails to address the root cause of 
species imperilment, including the commercial trade in 
endangered wildlife. 

The decimation of the lynx can be attributed largely to 
the fur industry. In the 1960s, high demand by the fashion 
industry for lynx fur drove pelt prices skyward. As a result, 
the '70s and '80s witnessed lynx over-trapping in the 
contiguous states with trappers flying into the most remote 
of homelands in Canada, trapping out entire regions as pelt 
prices rose to over $500 each. 

The lynx nation's fight for survival does not end in 
Colorado. With wild lynx populations pillaged and cur- 
rent pelt prices at $75-$125, US fur dealers have turned to 
the fur farm industry to supplement the wild Canadian 
and Russian lynx fur supply. 

One of the largest lynx farms is Fraser Fur Farm in Ronan, 
MT, located on the Flathead Reservation. In the 70s, Stuart 
Fraser, a commercial trapper, live-trapped wild lynx from the 
Mission Mountain Wilderness and began a lynx-breeding 

operation. With approximately 
60 breeding pairs of lynx, Fraser 
Fur Farm "produces" average lit- 
ter sizes of three kittens, some- 
times with two litters a year. 

Licensed by the US Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, these ma- 
jestic cats are forced to live in 
four-foot square wire cages, and 
wild-caught lynx can be seen 
pacing their cages in view of the 
snowy peaks of their former wil- 
derness homelands. On Fraser's 
farm, in addition to the neurosis 
and stereotypic behavior all wild 
animals endure in intensive con- 
finement conditions, lynx (and 
| approximately 150 bobcats) suf- 
| fer from cut, bleeding and swol- 
3: len paws caused by steel wire 
I cages and diarrhea, weepy eyes 
and noses caused by a slaughter- 
| house by-product diet. 

The lynx kittens on Fraser's 
farm have their fur evaluated; 
cats whose fur quality is not up 
to standard are labeled "fur rejects" and sold as exotic pets for 
$500. Fraser recommends that lynx sold as pets be declawed, 
defanged and neutered. According to a survey among own- 
ers, 7 5 percent of lynx and bobcats sold by Fraser Fur Farm are 
unmanageable and cannot be handled. Those not sold as 
pets are killed at three to six months and frozen for taxidermy 
mounts or sold for scrap fur. 

The ESA should legally prohibit lynx fur farms in Mon- 
tana, Utah, Minnesota, Idaho and North Dakota from 
breeding and trafficking in endangered species. But in July, 
when USFWS issues its decision on whether lynx in the 
Lower 48 states will be listed under the ESA as threatened or 
endangered, it plans an exemption to leave lynx farms in 
business. Such action encourages commerce domestically 
while creating an avenue whereby lynx illegally trapped in 
the US could enter the international fur market. 

With as few as 400 wild lynx remaining in the contiguous 
states, our vision for lynx preservation calls for full federal 
ESA protection as endangered, no weakened state classifica- 
tion, thorough protection of areas where lynx still survive 
and complete bans on the commercial breeding of lynx and 
the trade in lynx pelts. This action is not radical; it simply 
fulfills the legal measures and protection the ESA intended. 
USFWS should also negotiate to transfer all captive lynx 
from fur farm ownership to facilities where reintroduction 
candidates could be rehabilitated for release into the wild. 
Those unsuitable for reintroduction should be housed in 
natural surroundings, similar to Mexican wolves in the 
USFWS breeding program, to eliminate the need to translo- 
cate wild lynx from the wild while also serving as a breeding 
colony for further reintroduction efforts. 

We must demand that USFWS and state wildlife agencies 
give lynx the full legal protection they deserve as mandated by 
law and shut down the commercial trade of our lynx relations . 
The ELF and other groups have brought the lynx's plight to the 
world's eyes; now let's remind Americans of the need to 
organize in defense of all animal nations threatened by the fur 
trade and commercial development. Free the lynx! 

Write Rocky Mountain Animal Defense, 2525 Arapahoe 
#E4-335, Boulder, CO 80302; (303) 449-4422 ; www.rmad.org. 



Life imprisonment on Fraser Fur Farm 
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Lynx Living in Vail 

US Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) bi- 
ologist Gary Patton says lynx may 
still populate the controversial Cat- 
egory III 885-acre ski-area expansion 
near Vail, Colorado. "We think there 
is a fairly strong possibility that there 
is lynx in that area," says Patton. In a 
USFWS conferencing opinion report 
on the lynx and,Category III, Patton 
wrote that as recent as the early 1990s, 
trackers and biologists "confirmed'' 
the existence of lynx in the area, "It 
has driven me crazy both locally and 
nationally, the fact that everybody 
just wants to go back to the last physi- 
cal specimen. Everybody says it was 
in 1973. They are ignoring the fact 
that we have experts that confirmed 
the fact that they have seen tracks." 
Patton also says no one is actively 
looking for lynx either. 

Vail Resorts says Category III con- 
struction in the White River National 
Forest will resume immediately after 
July 1, when elk calving season ends. 
Vail Resorts hopes to have the expan- 
sion open to skiers by the 2000-2001 
ski season. Two experts have verified 
the lynx's existence in the Category III 
area as recently as 1992. Additionally 
in 1996, photographs of lynx tracks 
were taken about 20 miles south of 
Vail. "The evidence of lynx activity 
discovered must be considered sub- 
stantial," reads the USFWS report. 

Land and Water Trust attorney Ted 
Zukoski, who represents environmen- 
tal groups in a lawsuit against the USFS 
believes Category III threatens the fu- 
ture of the lynx and that USFWS's 
conservation recommendations also 
state the same. Like Patton, Zukoski 
maintains that Category III is lynx habi- 
tat, and thereis a strong possibility that 
the animal still roams the region. Fish 
and Wildlife's Conservation Recom- 
mendation states, "The imminent de- 
velopment of Category III, reasonably 
foreseeable development of private 
lands and other foreseeable federal ac- 
tions within the Upper Eagle River Con- 
servation Area will cumulatively 
threaten landscape connectivity and 
the maintenance of a viable ecosystem 
that can sustain populations of wide 
rangingforest carnivores, including the 
Canada lynx." 

Bat Halts Logging in PA 

Logging on the Allegheny National 
Forest was stopped in April because of 
a citizen lawsuit filed by the forest 
protection groups, Allegheny Defense 
Project (ADP) and Heartwood, Inc. 
"By temporarily halting the cutting 
of standing trees, we are honoring 
our commitment and testimony dur- 
ing the January 1999 court proceed- 
ings for the recent litigation," said 
Allegheny National Forest Supervisor 
John Palmer. Researchers had docu- 
mented the endangered Indiana bat, 
which has been on the decline since 
its listing in 1967, at 3 locations on 
Pennsylvania's only national forest. 
Previously the Forest Service had as- 
sumed that the bat was not present. 

"The protection of endangered spe- 
cies on the Allegheny is long over- 
due, " said a member of ADP, "The halt 
of logging today is necessary if we 
want endangered wildlife to survive 
to see tomorrow." The US Forest Ser- 
vice has downplayed the significance 
of the shutdown stating they have the 
latitude to temporarily suspend com- 
mercial timber harvesting operations 
to avoid damage to natural resources 
during spring weather. ADP's response 
is, "Their public statements are a 
smokescreen to cover up the fact that 
logging is destroying endangered spe- 
cies habitat and can result in the acci- 
dental killing of endangered wildlife." 
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The press statement from the 
woodworker's union reads; "The brother 
and sister members of Carpenters Local 
Union 713, Alameda County, California 
commend and support the concept and 
actions of Julia Butterfly in her ongoing 
effort to preserve old growth forests. We 
believe, along with Julia Butterfly, that the 
preservation of a healthy environmentis of 
equal importance to humanity as our own 
economic well being. We also believe it is 
true that one is not exclusive of the other, 
but interdependent, both in the forest 
the urban streets. To demonstrate our. 
port we have voted to make a small cc 
bution to her major effort." 

OR "Eco-Terrorism " Bill 

Senate Bill 653, presented to the Or- 
egon Legislative Committee by Sena- 
tor Fisher of Roseburg, would make it a 
crime for unauthorized people to be 
within a quarter-mile of a timber har- 
vest. "I felt something had to be done 
to what I consider acts of eco-terror- 
ism. Obviously, the problems we've 
had with protesting and damage to 
equipment when they have taken the 
form of blocking roads is something 
that needs to be stopped." said Fisher. 

The perimeter would include all ac- 
cess roads to a site, effectively elimi- 
nating protests and make unlawful 
presence at a timber operation a felony 
punishable by upto five years in prison 
and a $100,000 fine. Fisher says, "the 
intent of the bill is to stop protesters 
from disrupting legal timber harvests." 

Fisher also introduced a bill in the 
last legislative session that would have 
hpld responsible those who have con- 
tributed financially to groups perform- I 
ing "eco-terrorism" as well as the pro- • 
testers themselves 

Fisher said, "1 just think that a lot ol 
us are very disgusted with the fad; " ' 
some people can demonstrate and 
age equipment and there's no jud 
ment against them and no folio 
> through. It's just an attempt to try an 
bring some protection to the equip- I 
ment and allow people to do their j obs. " 

WY Sacred Site Suit * 

Wyoming Sawmills of Sheridan has 
gone to court to overturn a 19S 
Forest Service plan for managii 
Medicine Wheel atop the Bighorn 
Mountains, arguing that the plan ad- 




expense o flogging and other long-stan d- 
ing uses of the Bighorn National Forest. 

In a lawsuii inst the Forest 

Service in federal court last month, 
Wyoming Sawmills argued that the 
plan and related agreements '’uncon- 
stitutionally require the Forest Service 
to establish and promote Native Ameri- 
can religious practices." 

The lawsuit says the Forest Service 
' one timber sale north of the 
eel due to Native ' 
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(Ab) Original Know le dge 

Primitivism, n( 1861) A: belief in the superiority of a simple way of life close 

TO NATURE 6: BELIEF IN THE SUPERIORITY OF NONINDUSTRIAL SOCIETY TO THAT OF 
THE PRESENT 2l THE STYLE OF ART OF PRIMITIVE PEOPLES OR PRIMITIVE ARTISTS 



BY BUGBREATH 

I used to feel 
annoyed with 
the universe for 
placing me here 


on Earth at this 
time. I felt lost and 
displaced. This world 
of concrete and 
clearcuts was not my 
world. I know the joy 
and connection of being 
part of a tribe living in har- 
mony with Earth. I know it 
deep in my genetic memory 
so strongly that I am sure I 
have lived before in a primitive 
village of forest-ocean people. I long to 
be free of the linear time trap and to 
know wholeness again. 

But as 1 learn about the changes hap- 
pening to the Earth, I understand that 
it is a great honor to be here at this 
difficult and exciting time. I know that 
my soul has chosen to participate in a 
vast event, the passing of one world 
into the next, and I pray that spirit will 
guide me, that I will be open to receive 
the messages. Sometimes, the way be- 
fore me becomes clear and I know what 
I must do. 

This was my experience last summer 
when I knew that somehow, somewhere, 
I had to go to a primitive skills gathering. 
A winter of forest activism had left me 
feeling burned out, as if all the energy 
had been sucked out of me. I was craving 
rejuvenation. Before I even made it 
to the gathering at Wintercount, I 
challenged myself and expanded 
my parameters of the possible by 
departing from veganism and eat- 
ing a grasshopper toasted on a camp- 
fire on the bank of the Verde River 
in Arizona. 

On the first day at Wintercount, 

I made fire. No matches, no lighter, 
just wood and friction. I used three 
different methods — a drill, a bow 
drill and a fire plow — to transform 
pure energy into a tiny smoking 
coal which I then carefully 
dropped into a tinder bundle and 
fanned into a fireball. What a rush! 
Something which had seemed re- 
mote and difficult was suddenly at 
my fingertips. It was not only 
achievable, but fun! 

The next day I began the project 
that would be my focus: brain- 
tanning a deer hide. As I looked at 
the fresh skin spread on the ground 
with a bit of flesh still attached 
here and there, I was in awe. I 
hesitated before touching it. Be- 
fore it dried, I took it in my hands 
and started puncturing the edges 
with a knife so we could stretch it 
on a frame. For days I persevered 


patiently and diligently, scraping it, 
soaking it in brains, wringing it out, 
breaking it, buffing it, smoking it until 
it was velvety, like worn-in flannel, 
ready to be carried with me. I am grate- 
ful for the little deer whose life and 
death has become a part of my life. 

Feeling myself existing within these 
cycles of life and death, learning 
how to meet my needs using mate- 
rials from the Earth, experiencing 
intimacy and connection with the 
source, is humbling and inspir- 
ing. I have always enjoyed ar- 
tistic creation. I have 
experimented with vari- 
ous mediums, but by 
last summer, I was 
fed up with paper 
and pens and 
other fac- 
tory- 

made ob- 
jects. How could 
my creative energy 
be funneled through 
"art supply products? " My 
experiments with basket 
weaving brought a revelation. I could 
pick up parts of plants and rearrange 
them to create something new. It was 
pure — my energy combined with the 
plants' energy. No blowtorches, elec- 
tricity or weird processing that steals 
energy from the Earth. At Wintercount 
I was exposed to a plethora of new/old 
mediums. The skills and crafts shared 
by the generous and knowledgeable 
instructors go way beyond survival. 
The potential for artful self-expression 
is wide open. 

Along with hide-tanning, I was able 
to attend or peruse workshops on pine- 
needle baskets, fat lamps, shell etch- 
ing, mineral paints, knapping obsidian 
blades and other tools, knots and lash- 
ing with natural materials, gourd can- 
teens, roadkill, pecking and grinding 
stones, arrow making, stars and plan- 


Up UNTIL ABOUT 8,000 TEARS A60, EVERYONE, 
EVERYWHERE, WAS LIVING IN THE STONE AGE. THE TOOL KIT 
BELOW IS WHAT THE AVERAGE PERSON USED TO MAKE A LIVING 
FOR THE FIRST 2.4 MILLION YEARS OF HUMAN EXISTENCE. 
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ets, a bit of desert survival, and a 
discussion of EoT (end of time). Other 
classes offered included bow making, 
pottery (made in a pit fire), cordage, 
digery doos, rattles and other instru- 
ments, finding and collecting water, 
spoon carving, knife sharpening, plant 
walks, survival skills and abo travels, 
felting, beading, yucca sandals, track- 
ing, trapping, moccasins, weaving, ab- 
original backpacks, nets, masks, 
healing, pattern making, sewing, cro- 
cheting, atlatls, birchbark baskets, blow 
darts, acorn cooking and cactus eating. 

Wintercount folk provided examples 
of exquisite, detailed, labor-intensive 
crafts. More than any particular for- 
mula for "how to," a resourcefulness 
and a new way of viewing the world 
around me made me a participant in- 
stead of a consumer. I am involved in 
constant transformation. Now a plant 
stalk is potentially fiber for rope, sap 
and charcoal are glue, a carcass is a 
sacred array of useful bones, sinews, 
skin and meat. 

In our travels around Arizona after 
the gathering, my sweetie and I had 
an invigorated approach to creating 
shelter in a variety of environments 
and weather conditions. One night 
we filled a stick frame with high-piled 
dry pine needles and ferns to insulate 
ourselves from the snow-covered 
ground. Snuggled in our soft nest, we 
were actually hot while the ground 
froze around us. 

Primitive skills are about experimen- 
tation and experience. They're about 
getting your hands in the dirt and 
muck and pulling civilization out by 
the roots. Did you know you can eat 
every part of the cattail and make mats 
and hats and torches from it too? Did 
you know it's kinder to our mother to 
eat roadkill venison than a banana 
which is shipped across the seas to 
grace your health food store? 

As the changes come, survival is 
dependent upon working with the 
materials around us. This system 
of factories and transportation 
won't cater to our soy-milk- 
drinkin', polypro-usin' lifestyles 
much longer. Step by step, we 
progress down the path toward 
the glowing vision of harmony 
with Earth, departing this world of 
koyaanisquatsi as it falls down 
around us. Let's make the changes 
in our own lives now while we still 
have the luxury of a safety net that 
gives us room to remember the 
treasures stored in our genetic 
memory. A wise woman recently 
told me we need to learn nothing 
new, we need only remember what 
we already know. 

The Earth Circle Gathering will 
be held in Grangeville, Idaho, July 
26-31, $125, for information call 
(406) 685-3222; Earth Knack Gath- 
ering Boulder, Colorado, June 18- 
24; $225, (406) 685-3222. The 
Rabbitstick Rendezvous in Rexburg, 
Idaho, September 12-18, $225, (208) 
359-2400. For more information 
about upcoming abo skills events 
(work/trade opportunities are avail- 
able), contact Hollowtop at (406) 
685-3222; www.hollowtop.com. 
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habitat in the watershed face oblitera- 
tion, nor that taxpayers lose millions 
yearly subsidizing logging. Yet, alleged 
violations of 14-day camping limits 
draw more attention than two recent 
government reports condemning the 
Forest Service for consistently violat- 
ing environmental laws. 

On February 4, a tree-sitter named 
Frodo spoke eloquently and at length 
on radio personality Art Bell's national 
show. His interview prompted enthusi- 
astic responses from supporters from 
Hawaii to New York City. Art Bell is now 
organizing a discussion between Frodo 
and a timber industry representative to 
be broadcast later this spring. Continu- 
ous pressure on Representative Peter 
Defazio (D-OR) has resulted in his tacit 
support of the cancellation and buy- 
back of the Clark timber sale and of 

ted owls, the area now lies in the one of the these things might have Due to massive overcutting on public lands, less ending old-growth clearcutting on pub- 

"matrix" of Clinton's Northwest For- defeated us. Yet, together we are creating than one percent of the Northwest's climax stage lie lands. But Defazio claims he can do 

est Plan. The matrix is the sacrifice this amazing village and today five tree- hemlock forest remains, nothing and logging may begin May 1. 

zone for the dying timber beast. This houses provide shelter for up to 20 ewoks. had to retract to avoid a slander suit. We expect to be a thorn in the side 

time Zip-O Log Mills of Eugene, Or- Each house is equipped with a simple The Forest Service's public relations of Zip-O Log Mills and the Forest Ser- 

egon, plan to export the lumber to East kitchen, a common library that holds department is in damage control mode, vice throughout the next logging sea- 

Asia where old growth gets the highest dozens of books and tree-sitters are able focusing on petty details such as the son and beyond. An active, educational 

price. But there's hope yet... to regularly visit each other using a net- presence of compost on the ground support network links the tree-sits to 

For the past year, at heights of up to work of rope walk-ways. and litter that occasionally falls out of the community and trains new climb- 

250 feet, the canopy of the Clark Meanwhile, the US Forest "Service" the trees. USFS spokesperson Patti ers. If you would like to join us, come 
timber sale has been occupied by hu- tries to slander and discredit activists at Rodgers, who visited the site only once, as self-sufficient as possible and be 

mans. Why? Since some humans don't every opportunity. The authorities, des- claimed feces were "all over the forest prepared for rain through June. For 

value the lives of other species like the perate to divert the public attention floor." Not true! We bury our shit. Tree- more information contact Red Cloud 

tree voles, owls, salamanders, flying from the real issues, have resorted to sitters were accused of dropping jugs of Thunder/Cascadia Forest Defenders at 

squirrels and wolverines who live blatant lying. The local daily paper urine on officers, but where is their POB 11122 Eugene, OR (541) 684- 

there too, we appeal to their human- printed a false police press release re- evidence? It is of no concern to Rodgers 2997; redcloud@efn.org; www.efn.org/ 

ity by placing our bodies in the way of garding a jailed activist, which the USFS that 96 acres of the last old-growth ~redcloudandwww.ecoecho.org. 


Red Cloud Thunder 


continued from frontpage 

Surrounded by 25-year-old tree 
farms, the tree-sits now defend the last 
islands of ancient forest in the water- 
shed above Fall Creek, Oregon. These 
vital wildlife sanctuaries have survived 
a century of logging and still harbor 
the diversity of millions of years of 
evolution. Due to massive overcutting 
on public lands, less than one percent 
of the Northwest's climax stage hem- 
lock forest remains. Although rare due 
to its low elevation (1200 feet), the US 
Forest Service (USFS) wants to remove 
the valuable old-growth timber to "pro- 
mote an ecology of interior, non-frag- 
mented habitat over time." Formerly 
designated as critical habitat for spot- 


the destruction. We've endured attacks 
by "laW" enforcement, fierce winds, 
arctic cold fronts, snow, general chaos 
and the pull of gravity (a real "law" 
that can't be broken!). 

In relentless hit-and-run raids last fall, 
paramilitary Forest Service cops confis- 
cated or burned everything left on the 
ground, forcingus to disband our ground 
support camp. A major change, but one 
that helped the campaign mature in 
many ways. The occupation evolved 
from a ground-based tree-sit support 
camp that included various elevated and 
subterranean road blockades (tunnels, 
monopods, bipods), to a self-sufficient 
basecamp in the air. Without the strength 
and adaptability of our community, any 




June 18 Call To Action From 

The Earth Liberation Front 

"ELF - UK" e.l.f@excite.com 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) is 
calling on all our underground and 
top-lander brethren and sistren to join 
in the June 18 Global Day of Action 
and carnival in financial districts the 
world over. 

While others work on this day to 
overtly distract, we have the grand 
opportunity to covertly act! Remem- 
ber, no injury to life, only profit! For 
more information and a listing of 
planned party sites, check out the 
June 18 web site at http:// 
www.gn.apc.org/junel8/. 

Finnish Fur Web Auction 
Shut Down 

Not even one hour into the virtual 
sit-in of the Finnish Fur Sales (FFS) 
website auction, the FFS web servers 
stopped accepting the electronic fur 
purchases and started returning "Net- 
work Connection" errors. All connec- 
tions to the Finnish Fur Sales 
[www.ffs.fi] website server shut down 
when more than 1,000 computer us- 
ers from all over the world converged 
on the website for an electronic civil 
disobedience action. 

Finland Scores High on 
Direct Action 

A recent report in the eco-revolu- 
tionary Finnish zine, Uuutoksen 
Kevat# 12, chronicles 737 accounts 
of sabotage in the pursuit of Earth 
and animal liberation. 

Here are the statistics, by target, for 
actions from 1993 to 1998: Fur shops 
and wholesalers — 327 (plus 10 to 30 
unconfirmed); Fur farms — 35; Fur in- 
dustry fodder mill arsons — 2; Other 


animal liberations — 11; Highway 
construction — 49; Hunting — 33 (1 18 
hunting towers were alsodestroyed); 
McDonald's — 70 (plus 5 to 10 uncon- 
firmed); Shell Oil — 35, Meat, milk 
and leather industries — 61 (plus to 
15 unconfirmed); and Other hits-38. 

The ALF Raids University of 
Minnesota - 116 Liberated 

Despite the Animal Enterprises Pro- 
tection Act, ongoing federal grand ju- 
ries and the imprisonment of several 
operatives, the Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF) has struck again. 

As much of the world celebrated 
Easter, ALF operatives prepared a raid 
on two animal research laboratories 
at the University of Minnesota at Min- 
neapolis (UoM). While others com- 
memorated the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who took direct action against 
money-changers and the Roman Em- 
pire, the ALF delivered justice and 
rebirth to vivisectors and 116 animals 
destined to die in experiments. 

Before the night was over, 48 mice, 
36 rats, 27 pigeons and five sala- 
manders were in the arms of rescuers. 
That morning, animal research ter- 
rorists awoke find their animal vic- 
tims missing and over $3 million in 
damage done to computers, research 
equipment and cages in Elliot Hall 
and the Lions Research Building. 

The ALF communique stated, "The 
following animals will never be harmed 
again at the hands of vivisectors. The 
UoM tortures 130,000 animals every 
year with taxpayer money. Medical 
doctors from around the world de- 
nounce vivisection as harmful to hu- 
mans and animals." 

This latest attack on the vivisection 
industry came on the anniversary of 


the ALF's largest lab raid ever. Ten years 
ago at the University of Arizona in 
Tucson, 1,231 animals were rescued 
and two animal research buildings were 
destroyed by fire. 

The UoM raid demonstrates that ALF 
is still able to penetrate the security 
cordons that have been set up to hide 
the horrors of vivisection from the 
public. Videotapes, computer files and 


tended to all sentient beings that we 
share earth with, ALF raids and rescue 
missions will continue to be justified 
by those opposed to the terroristic 
campaign against animals occurring 
in the world's laboratories under the 
guise of science. 

The ALF communique concludes, 
"Our hearts go out to our (animal) 
friends that could not be rescued, their 


research notebooks from the UoM were 
seized by the ALF and will be 
released ter the public. 

After targeting the UoM, 

ALF highlighted the fact 
that none of the rescued 
animals had even ffi gsl pij 
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BLAH BLAH BLAH. NEXT TIME, KEEP IT UNDER 300 WORDS, JACK@$$! 


Dear SFB, 

There are things wrong with 
the movement, everything from 
bickering to ineffective actions. 
Of all these, the two I am going to 
addres are two of the worst and 
are the only ones 1 know solu- 
tions for. The first is the actions. 
Some of these are quite effective, 
but more often than not, they are 
flashy, (sometimes) make front 
pages and are quickly knocked 
down. Warner Creek wasn't held 
together by nails or concrete; it 
was support that held it together. 
Of course the location helped, 
but also it was an ongoing cam- 
paign started long before the 
blockade. In many of the newer 
actions the feeling has been, "lets 
go do an action" instead of "lets 
go find the support we need." 
The first one is necessary because 
it provides the flashiness that 
draws new people in. This does 
not mean the media work and 
other less macho elements can be 
left out. There are other reasons 
actions don't work, everything 
from isolation (sometimes you 
can't get a support base) and 
police brutality to old tac- 
tics. Another big prob- 
lem is that people are 
spread too thin. (In 
the action after the 
98 RRR at one point 
the only people were 
from Chicago!) There 
is no simple solution 
to this problem, and 
indeed there may be no solu- 
tion since we are forced to 
fight an uphill battle. 

Groups could of 
course consolidate, 
but although this 
could make the in- 
dividual groups 
stronger, we could 
lose many places. 

The better option 
would be to join in on 
the fight for other 
people's areas when they start 
getting hit. 

The second problem is the lack 
of new people. The older activist 
movement seems to be burning 
out at a phenomenal rate, and I 
don't seem to see new recruits 
filling that gap. The biggest prob- 
lem I think is in our outreach; the 
words "Earth First!" are great at 
turning people off but not much 
else. Instead we need to find 
things that they are concerned 
about (i.e., corporations). I think 
we need to work on people one 
by one, intensively, developing a 
friendship, and then when they 
know you aren't from the Far side 
tell 'em your views. (Heck, a 
month spent teaching someone 
is nothing compared to the work 
they will do once they get going.) 
Because of this being 
unforgivingly brutal and my gen- 
eral tone being "we aren't being 
very effective," I am more likely 
than ever of being hit by snow- 
balls. To make sure they aren't 
slushy, I add this: "We could be 
more effective." 

P.S. I'm 1 3 years old; you should 
be thinking of this stuff. 

— Sasha Coulter Callies 

Dear EF! Journal, 

I'm writing in response to 
Annie Oakley's article about Brit- 
ish EF! in the Dec./Jan. issue. The 
article's main point was that prop- 
erty damage was common in the 
UK, made the movement so much 
better, and we should do the same 
here. I spent four months in En- 
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gland 
many pro- 
tests, and I 
broadly agree 
with the ar- 
ticle but parts 
were mislead- 
ing or not ex- 
plained. Prop- 
erty damage is 
widely used in 
the UK and is 
seen as eco- 
nomic sabotage 
the same as block- 
ades and companies 
having to hire extra 
security guards. How- 
ever, it does remain a topic 
of discussion, and there are 
many criticisms of poorly 
planned or stupid destruction 
and of times when it was the 
only form of action while other 
forms would have been more 
appropriate. 

Although the UK has no First 
Amendment, the laws are much 
milder than in the US, for in- 
stance, office occupations aren't 
even illegal. British 
culture is more con- 
frontational and 
pushing and 
smashing things 
is more ac- 
cepted by 
the police, 
but at the 
same time 


* 




several people are cur- rently 
in jail convicted of criminal dam- 
age. Drugs and alcohol are much 
more common on protests lead- 
ing to crazier events. At most 
environmental protests there are 
only security guards who have 
few powers, and even when po- 
lice are present they seldom carry 
weapons, and the whole scene is 
much mellower. Lastly the media 
as a whole is much better than in 
the US. 

One very important difference 
in the UK is that EF! is not the 
environmental direct action 
movement. EF! is more the intel- 
lectual elite of the movement 
and many EF! people have a de- 
cent analysis of society, capital- 
ism, anarchism and other topics 
relating to environmental de- 
struction. The article said that 
action camps aren't common; 
however, this is untrue. As I write 
this the Chrystal Palace protests 
site in London has been evicted 
except for the underground bun- 
kers and hundreds of police sur- 
rounding the area. There are 
many types of actions in the UK 
but the main one is protests sites 
where people camp in the path 
of destruction. Sites provide a 
place for people to live and orga- 
nize and a place to fortify since 
they have to be evicted before 
the local environment can be 
destroyed. The final major dif- 
ference is public support. In the 
US we deal with a hostile public 
from logging towns while in the 
UK the local public is all in favor 
of preserving green space and 
works eagerly with direct action 


activists. While I was in England 
there were nights where I wore a 
mask and things fell apart, but as 
we learn from British activists, 
we have to understand the differ- 
ence in the US and procede care- 
fully so that in the end we are 
successful. 

— Tristan Anderson 

Dear Earth First! 

Hello! My name is Garett Beal. 
I am 20-years-old and am cur- 
rently serving a six year prison 
sentence in Shelby County, Indi- 
ana. I'd rather not say exactly 
why I'm in prison, but I will say 
that I did not harm anyone or do 
anything abusive! 

For the past 21 months I have 
sat in my cell and have basically 
done nothing but waste away! 
Until I heard an interview on the 
Art Bell show, discussing a group 
of people in Eugene, Oregon, who 
are living 250 feet up in these 
beautiful trees to stop loggers 
from cutting them down. I was 
extremely moved by these 
peoples love for Mother Earth 
and decided to start doing some- 
thing myself! 

While I was a free man, I expe- 
rienced traveling with the Grate- 
ful Dead and going to Hemp Fests 
etc., etc... But even though I was 
promoting hemp and going to all 
these different places, I really 
wasn't in the right state of mind 
to learn anything! 

So, what I want to do from here, 
is gather as much info as possible 
to help me understand more about 
the Earth and what all I can do! I 
have all the time in the world to 
get educated, and once I start re- 
ceiving some information, I can 
try to educate others. Anyone who 
is willing to send any letters, pam- 
phlets or whatever else will be 
greatly appreciated! Do not send 
anything with staples. Also, I will 
do my best to respond to all of the 
mail I receive! 

I recently had the good luck of 
having an Earth First! Journal, and 
I have never seen anything quite 
like it! I'm still amazed at how far 
some of you all go to save our 
Mother! You all have rightfully 
earned my deepest respect and 
love! Maybe one day, I too will 
have an influence on people, like 
you all on me! 

Anyway, I wish the best for 
everyone out there who is doing 
their part in the fight to protect 
our beautiful Earth! 

Love, 

— Garret Beal, 107 W. Taylor St., 
Shelbyville, IN 46176 

Dear Earth First! Journal, 

Jim Page sees two choices: 
"complete depletion of the hu- 
man population or an inten- 
tional radical shift in our power 


relations." How about 
door number three? We 
could phase out Homo sa- 
piens, and change our 
power relations with 
other species at the same 
time. These are not mu- 
tually exclusive goals, in 
fact, they go hand in flip- 
per. Rather than writ- 
ing for Earth First! Jour- 
nal, Jim might be more 
at home in the "Certain 
Subgroupings of Humans 
First, Earth Second! Journal." 

— Les U. Knight, Editor, These 
EXIT Times 

Dear Journalistas, 

Upon reading Jim Page's ar- 
ticle in the last issue, "Tying 
the Knot," I was very disap- 
pointed to learn that Paul 
Watson is again willing to align 
himself with racists. Even fur- 
ther I was disappointed that, 
when confronted with this in- 
formation, Sea Shepherd people 
would defend the action by call- 
ing a said racist, "a political 
maverick who votes his con- 
science..." Yes, and the same 
could be said for Ollie North or 
David Duke, but I certainly 
wouldn't align myself with 
them, regardless of how they 
felt about a whale. I say "again 
willing" because Paul has previ- 
ously aligned himself with eu- 
genicists and neo-nazis when 
he endorsed the Sierra Club's 
anti-immigration initiative. 

Such limited thinking in cam- 
paign planning only serves to hurt 
the movement in the long run. 

In order for the radical envi- 
ronmental movement to be suc- 
cessful in its aim to protect all 
life on Earth, it is going to have 
to come together with all left 
movements for social change — 
feminist, workers, anti-racist, in- 
digenous and environmental 
justice to name a few. In order to 
accomplish this, we must foster 
a safe environment for people 
from these other movements to 
get involved with ours, as well 
as reach out and become in- 
volved in theirs. It will be more 
difficult to accomplish this if 
members of our movement pro- 
mote the objectives of the op- 
pressors (racists, captains of in- 
dustry, rapists, etc.). This is not 
about "political correctness;" 
this is about achieving our ob- 
jective of overthrowing the 
Earth-destroying state (which, 
incidentally, is run by the 
exact same people who 
oppress workers, steal 
land from indigenous 
peoples and think of 
women as inferiors). 

Besides, it has been 
documented that Adolph 
Hitler was an animal lover. 

But I doubt any of us would 
have recommended that PETA 
or ALF join forces with him. 

I am sorry that Paul Watson 
and others at SSCS feel that their 
actions networking with racist 
oppressors are defensible and in 
order with achieving their goals. 
While they may achieve a short 
term goal, they set us all back 
from achieving our overall goals. 
Win the battle — lose the war. 
Save a whale — lose the oceans. 
But I hope that in raising this 
debate, it will allow others of us 
to take pause and learn a lesson 
from this incident about what it 
means to be truly effective. 

— Anne Petermann 


Dear Earth First!, 

Thanks to the determination 
and courage of Nigerian protest- 
ors, worldwide organizations, and 
the international media the story 
is out about Shell. Powerful, 
money hungry, multinational oil 
companies support the Nigerian 
government's brutal military con- 
trol in order to continue exploit- 
ing the environment. The bloody 
backlash waged against the Nige- 
rian nonviolent protestors has not 
been ignored. The people will not 
be snuffed out quietly. Recent 
public radio programs have been 
broadcasting about this evolving 
hostile situation between the Ni- 
gerian people and the oil compa- 
nies. Our call to action has been 
heard, and protests are now un- 
derway against Shell in Santa Cruz. 
In the March article titled "Nige- 
rian Protestors Killed," I felt like a 
brief history of Nigerian 
environmnetal and human rights 
abuses was fully needed to inform 
people about the present situa- 
tion. The direct connection be- 
tween the violence against pro- 
testors and the exploitation of 
Nigerian lands should be empha- 
sized. Overall, I felt the article did 
a good job of summarizing the 
situation and encouraging action. 
I think this quote sums it up, 
"When you buy Shell gas you are 
pumping the blood of the Nige- 
rian people into your car!" 
Thank you, 

— Charmian Taylor 

Dear EF!/SFB/whoever hates Earth 
Killers and their kind, 

I don't care what you do with 
this letter, print it or whatever, 
but I would like some advice back 
on this very sensitive topic. I just 
don't know how to go about this 
without fucking shit up violently. 
I don't like hatred, but this pisses 
me off. I understand the kinds of 
love and passion you all put into 
saving the planet. I'm trying to 
do the same but am restricted by 
school and other bullshit. But 
here's my subject. Every day I 
witness murder. Murder so dev- 
astating that it could destroy our 
oceans. (I live in Key Largo, FL, 
and wrote once before.) There 
are these fudged-up corporations 
that for some reason love to rip 
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pristine living coral from the bow- 
els of the sea. They're called "Shell 
Man," "Shell World" and the like. 
They sell tons and tons of raped 
creatures in their stores. Most of 
the coral is legal to sell by other 
countries. We are the reef's last 
chance. Tourists think it is so 
cute to buy dead "souvenir" cor- 
als, crocodile heads, shells, etc., 
to take home. It makes me puke. 
I've tried to tell people this, but 
all kids (and adults) do around 
here is drink, trip and smoke 



ganja. I would like to try and 
organize a campaign or some- 
thing to try and slow or stop this 
deadly process. I (and the corals) 
need help. Please write back, this 
is urgent. I love you all for what 
you do and I would write more 
but I'm suffering from a pissed 
off writer's block at the moment. 
Please print this so more people 
can become aware of the coral 
reefs. 

Your friend 

— Todd Boost, 114 Gumbo 

Limbo Dr., Key Largo, Fl 33037 

I recently read a news article 
about a possible "threat" by Earth 
First! against vineyards in the 
Santa Barbara County in response 
to widespread clearing of oak trees 
by various wine companies. If 
this is a real threat — then you 
must know what you will be up 
against. Santa Barbara county 
Sheriffs have three helicopters 
equipped with FLIR surveillance 
devices. These devices sense heat 
and form images as a result of the 
heat patterns. The systems are 
manufactured by a company 
called Inframetrics. Some infor- 
mation is available on the web. 
These systems have zoom capa- 
bilities of up to X84! They have 
usage of up to five miles! They 
have improved imaging that can 
see through smoke, fog and rain 
(to some degree). The best I can 
find out from available literature 
is that if viewing distance is ap- 
proximately doubled or tripled 
in poor environmental condi- 
tions. Flight time for surveil- 
lance helicopters is unknown. 
Typical missions are three 
hours — but 1 swear I have seen 
them active from sunset to sun- 
rise. I think these refurbished 
military choppers have addi- 
tional gas tanks installed for 
longer missions. So what you 
have is a helicopter stationed 
about two miles in the air that 
has an incredible field of view. 
How do you defeat these units? — 
Unknown — I have thought of 
using an umbrella (with additional 
1R opaque material draped over 
the top). Likely a small fan might 
have to be attached to the um- 
brella pole that pulls cool air 
through the umbrella cover. If 
you do not have this fan, it is 
likely your breath will heat the 
umbrella shroud, and your um- 
brella will heat up and give a valid 
1R signature. 1 hope this is all a 
hoax by the Ag community. 
Happy hunting. 

Ed. note: The US Marine Corps 
become invisible to FLIR’s by wrap- 
ping themselves in a wet wool blan- 
ket, covering the blanket with adhe- 
sive and rolling in dirt and leaves. 

To the Movement, 

Is it the actual act of arson 
towards Vail we, as a movement, 
are so disturbed by, or is it the 
end result, the backlash created, 
the loss of public support, all the 
hardwork threatened? I think 
this is a question we all must 
answer within ourselves. You 
can'f tell me you didn't get chills 
and crack a small smile when 
you heard of the fires at Vail and 
the $12 million hit they took. 
$12 million is a lot of money. 
True they have more, lots of it, 
but an economic loss is an eco- 
nomic loss. It serves notice to 
other corporate slimeballs. The 
economic loss may be minimal, 
if noticed at all, but the psycho- 
logical ramifications might have 
been effective. They have in- 
stilled, within our movement, a 


paranoid state of mind why not 
return the favor. It's the least we 
could do. Watch out folks! We 
have the ability to really rock 
your shit, and we are not afraid to 
do it! 

Though I do question the tim- 
ing of the act, as well as the 
targetting of the particular build- 
ings and not the actual equip- 
ment being used, I do not ques- 
tion the act in and of itself. 
Monkeywrenching, for lack of a 
better word, is valuable when used 
properly. It is a tool, we as a 
movement, for some reason have 
turned our backs towards, effec- 
tively eliminating one possible 
strategy of protection. When an 
act occurs we tend to run in the 
other direction, distancing our- 
selves and isolating those indi- 
viduals on our own side. Is this 
the correct thing to do? Should we 
condemn those whose ultimate 
goal is identical to our own: a wild 
Earth? Even if their particular ac- 
tions are different from our own? 
I think these are questions the 
movement needs to think about. 

The Vail arson, to many, was an 
irresponsible and senseless act; how- 
ever, the ultimate intent, the ulti- 
mate goal was not the complete 
protection of the Two Elks and the 
lynx, and never will be. If we begin 
to question the intent of others, we 
begin to question our own intent 
within the Earth First! movement. 
Are we for environmental protec- 
tion by any means necessary (while 
continuing to act in a non-violent 
manner, respecting all lifeforms) to 
borrow a phrase from Malcolm X, 
or are we for Earth protection 
through the acceptable channels 
provided for us by an establish- 
ment we struggle against? This is 
something we need to come to terms 
with. As actions like Vail increase, 
as the struggle continues to evolve, 


are we going to evolve with it? Or 
are we going to remain within our 
own comfort zone? 

A SMALL VOICE FROM VERMONT 

Dear SFB, 

I was appalled by the cover- 
age of the Activist Conference. 
This is a major gathering to dis- 
cuss very important issues, and 
the article covering it deserved 
more than 600 words with 
about a third about hiking and 
partying. Regions are encour- 
aged to send only representa- 
tives to the Activist Conference 
and depend then on the Journal 
to find out what happened. 
Much of the information and 
discussions that the conference 
said would be printed in the 
Journal was cut from the ar- 
ticle by the editorial staff of 
the Journal. The movement 
supports the Journal in many 
ways and it isn't unreasonable 


to expect that once a year 
the Journal support the 
movement and dedicate a 
page or two to inform 
those who could not at- 
tend the Activist confer- 
ence about what actually 
transpired. From the ar- 
ticle it seems as if the main 
focus of the conference 
was hiking and partying, 
not business and strat- 
egy. Unfortunately, this 
could become reality as 
more people begin to at- 
tend the Activist Con- 
ference, based on the re- 
port from the Journal, 
looking for a party. 

Beyond its lack of 
scope, what really 
pissed me off about the 
article was the refer- 
ence to Saturday 
night's fiasco as a "Pa- 
gan Debauchery.” 

While there is no doubt 
that it was debauchery there was 
nothing pagan about it. A group 
of drunken college kids would 
have behaved in the same way. 
There was nothing spiritual about 
that cheering, jeering and pure 
crudeness that was displayed at 
that fire. While pagans did occa- 
sionally cut loose, it was done 
within the social constraints of 
the society with a spiritual goal. 
At our conference the group be- 
haved as ugly Americans with 
no regard to the other folks, 
including kids, who call that 
beach home. I was ashamed of 
and embarrassed for my tribe. 
The fact that I was forced to 
support it because some of the 
money I paid at both the Ren- 
dezvous and Activist Confer- 
ence was spent by the commit- 
tee on the four gallons of 
margaritas that kicked the party 
off only adds insult to injury. 

It is time that we stop enabling 
those dysfunctional folks in 
our tribe. Pagan is not a word 
to be used to excuse any 
behavior. It is a spirituality 
with a basis in the Earth 
and includes many dif- 
ferent ways of practic- 
ing. The common 
thread between these is 
not drunk and stupid 
but a deep ingrained 
love and respect for the 
Earth and all living be- 
ings including our 
community, tribe and 
ourselves. None of that 
was present at the Satur- 
day party at the Activist 
Conference. The war is esca- 
lating and it time for us as a 
movement to get real. Lets stop 
thinking the oppressors dis-ease 
is some how cool and start calling 
drunk and stupid, drunk and stu- 
pid. And lets print a comprehen- 
sive article of the Activist Confer- 
ence. I know you have one. 

— Delyla Wilson 

Dear fecal material in the cranium, 
I'm writing the Journal after a 
discussion with my friend, who 
recently called and asked why the 
Journal doesn't run personal ads. A 
letter was suggested, so here it is. 

Fact is, the personal ads, in- 
cluding Concerned Singles, 
don't reach enough of the right 
type of people, at least, consid- 
ering the demographic hell 
people like myself find ourselves 
in. So one subverts the domi- 
nant paradigm, buys some land 
near wilderness and sets up a 
homestead. Needless to say, this 
is not mainstream... and the ads 
cater to the buy more, have a lot 


of stuff, looking for guys/gals 
with $$$„ etc. ad nauseum. So, 
how about it? 

However, if you did have a 
personals section, here's an ap- 
proximation of what my ad 
would look like: 

Treehugger seeks 
woman who belongs 
among the 
wildflowers. 
Sometimes 
enviro activ- 
ist seeks part- 
nership with 
an intelligent, 
humor o .u s , 
monogamous 
female who de- 
sires life away 
from the ratrace. 
I am old enough 
to know better but 
young enough to still 
care, blond/blue, thin. 
Motorcyclist and bicy- 
clist, truthseeking, 
writer, ethical vegetarian who is 
tolerant, always an iconoclast. 
Live part time on the old home- 
stead in Northern Minnesota, 
with an occaisional black bear 
in the yard. Mosquitoes are hell 
in summer (primary on the food 
chain), and the winters are damn 
cold (which makes it a good time 
to travel). Off grid, with solar and 
wind generated electricity, under- 
ground house, garden that needs 
weeding. I'm cute enough, and 
you probably are too. More of a 
"Son of Hayduke" than PC. Still a 
dreamer despite heartbreak, do 
you exist? And read the Journal ? 

OK, no hate mail please. Not 
racist, ageist, specieist, sexist or 
homophobic — just happen to be 
white hetero male human. 

So keep up the good work. No 
fucking compromise! 

— Smokey, Rt. 2 Box 192, 
Clearbrook, MN., 56634, 
powell99@yahoo.com 

Dear EF! J 

Greetings from Southern Or- 
egon! It has always been my 
opinion that the EF! journal 
would best serve by being a voice 
for the whole environmental 
movement. My impression of EF! 
has always been that if you are 
taking a proactive stance for the 
Earth, no matter what you are 
doing, then you are EF! It was 
disheartening to find out first 
hand that the EF! Journal has 
not been as interested in a vari- 
ety of ideas as they have been 
with toeing the movement party 
line. Five times in three years, 
myself and several others have 
submitted relevant, articulate 
criticisms of the existing men- 
tality (fanaticism is a better word) 
in the movement, only to have 
the editorial staff censor our 
viewpoint. The state of the 
planet is so bad, it is counterpro- 
ductive to dismiss any tactic 
without circumstantial review. I 
know lots of people who gave up 
on the Journal long ago. The 
fanatical non-violent faction of 
the movement seemed to have a 
strangle hold on "the voice" of 
the movement. Anyone who 
questioned the sensibility of us- 
ing civil rights era tactics in the 
direct action campaigns of 
the '90s was labeled an ad- 
vocate of violence. 

Sharing ideas and 
reporting on is- 
sues and actions 
is not, by any 
means, the 
same thing as 
advocating or 
condoning 


violence. Obviously, there are 
still people who do not under- 
stand this, as evidenced by the 
vicious tirade delivered by the 
self-appointed King of radical ac- 
tivism, Daryll Cherney (Brigid 
issue). However, it seems like 
things are changing for the bet- 
ter. Clearly, the Vail action and 
David Chain's murder have 
changed how people look at what 
we are accomplishing. I am still 
reading things in Journal that I find 
are out of touch and downright 
offensive, but I wouldn't have it 
any other way. I want to be in- 
formed on all existing viewpoints. 
I don't need the Journal or "the 
Elder" Daryl Chemeydeddingwhat 
I should be reading. Every tool in 
the box, right? 

You are simply documenting 
viewpoints and tactics that are 
relevant for informed decision 
making. Keep it up. Please do not 
be intimidated by celebrity bul- 
lies threatening to pull their sup- 
port. There is much more at risk 
than ideas. Disagreeing with tac- 
tics is fine. Dismissing them with- 
out review, or attempting to cen- 
sor discussion about them, is 
unaccaptable. Daryll Cherney 
has obviously deteriorated into a 
self-aggrandizing, inane, preten- 
tious windbag. Trying to usurp 
or control the movement is ty- 
rannical and unintelligent. 

Thanks again for standing up 
for objectivity and free-speech 
and for realizing that the eco- 
logical crisis calls for more than 
democratic concessions. This is 
what differentiates radicals from 
liberals, and this is the radical 
environmental movement, right? 
At least as many people are in- 
spired by this new approach as 
are alienated. You have my un- 
conditional support. 

In solidarity for the wild, 

— Christian Hunter 

The pros and cons of the Vail 
Mountain arson in the Feb-March 
99 issue makes me think, where 
have I heard all this before? The 
controversy is as old as 
monkeywrenching itself and I 
think the best way to deal with it 
is almost as old. 

Many years ago, when the 
novelty of monkeywrenching 
was on the wane, and negative 
reactions on the rise, Dave 
Forman suggested that 
monkeywrenchers quit taking 
credit for their actions. Instead, 
remain mute and shroud the 
action in mystery, letting com- 
mon vandals be suspect. 

Remember that 

monkeywrenching is about eco- 
nomic sabotage and not public 
outreach. (See EF!J Dec.-Jan. 99, 
Annie Oakley Visits UKEF!). In any 
case, the entire movement is, or 
should be, about saving the planet, 
not inflating the ego. 

Leave to speculation the iden- 
tity and motivesof wrenchers and 
allow room to maneuver for other 
people working out in the open. It 
does no good to put people like 
our hero Julia Butterfly Hill into an 
awkward and difficult situation. 

In Her Service, 

— Lord Toad 

\jtE fW/KC HETHfif/' 
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San Francisco Judge >.*» 0 s ^ 

Ernest Goldsmith thought 1 w • 
the draconian six-month sen- \Ls~~ appeared without a 
tence dished out to the Cherry Pie 3 by effecting an aj 
(CP3) for pieing Mayor Willie Brown priate fossil-fuel 
would deter any further' pie-litical getaway on bikes 
pressure (see EF! /, March-April '99). foot. Derr was ta: 
But in fact, a reaction opposite to because of Chevroi 
what the forces of Law and Order der of nonviolent 
demanded has occurred, and politi- in Nigeria and "Op< 
cal re-pie-sals have risen with pie- Blood For Oil" was 
ping hot intensity throughout the those struggling t< 
industrial world. and their cultures 

The Biotic Baking Brigade (BBB) has e x p 1 o i t a - 
claimed responsibility for 1 8 of the 35 tion, and in 

confirmed pie operations worldwide memory of mmm 
since Milton Friedman received his the six who 
tasty comeuppance last fall. In the US, lost their lives wb 

from California to New Hampshire, dental Petroleum' 
freedom-loving peoples have reached indigenous U'wa 1 
the conclusion that pie is justice — no The next act in th 

matter how you slice it. revolution occurre 

On March 5, a communique from mous pie-slinger t 
the BBB-Nor'eastah Irregulars (BBB — Governor Jesse "Th 
NI) announced that Dr. Neal First, week later, a com: 
geneticist and animal cloner from the Midwest Faction-C 

University of Wisconsin, was given BBB claimed resp 
his just desserts after a lecture at the entartement of a M 

University of New Hampshire. First tor. Agent Pecan as: 

had j ust finished presenting the latest to the backhanded 

on his "science" when Agent Rusty to stop the proi 
flung a red-tinged cream pie from the Coldwater Spring, < 

lecture hall doorway straight into Dr. and Minnehaha I 
First's placid face, warning all present, tion by the reroui 
"Don't Fuck with Mother Nature!" State Senator Can 
Moments later, the good doctor was the Senate Transp 
served a second helping of humble pie tee, received an en 
by two more BBB — NI agents insisting she believes she is t 
that cloning is no clowning matter, decide for the peop 
After Agent Creamy Genes (aka Dave sels of public poll 
Pike) was taken into custody for sus- us." Agent Pecan ( 
pected crimes against science, his ac- the Midwest Factio 
complice Lemon Souffle, speaking fifth-degree ass; 
from an unknown kitchen, warned, prompted televisii 
"We must free Creamy Genes and all notorious paramili 
genetic material from the jail cells and Minnehaha Free St 
test tubes of sourpuss scientists and ary-March '99) to 
their donut-eating henchmen!" local TV for days. 

In response, the BBB's Ecotopia Gen- April 8 brought v 

eral Command met in emergency ses- Heartland pie toss, 
sion to plan our next pastry fusillade, incredibly scary "I 
An injury to one is an injury to all. After Agriculture" confer 
networking with pie militants both in the campus of Grinr 
Amerika and abroad, we consensed on The deliciously de 
the following call for solidarity. The free market biotec 

"Procter & Gamble CEO John Pepper was 
pelted in Chicago by PETA, the second time he 
has been peppered with pies in a pastry assault." 

following is an excerpt from "Feed the The Central Iowa A 
Rich!," the call to action written by of the BBB condv 
members of a Dutch pie brigade: Avery's Savory" as a 

"Pie actions or comparable direct ac- shameless and flagr 
tions are performed all over the world, technology and indi 
In a certain sense we are connected ing. During the key: 
because we aim at the same targets, or CIA Agent Carob 
'fight' for the same or comparable rea- spot on Avery's hea 
sons. International solidarity is our an- vegan and mostly ( 
swer to such an abuse of power. As after all — no Mecca 
protest and to draw attention to this carob/almond/appl< 
crime, we call for a worldwide cam- disappeared withou 
paign against local mayors, corporate We have since n 
executives and sellout NGO leaders." brief reports from tl 

Soon after, the Ecotopia Cell of the current global pastr 
BBB swung into action, delivering just ing the following si 
desserts in the form of three pies to T T S — Sierra 

Chevron CEO Kenneth Derr. Agent U Charlie Rair 

3. 14 launched the first gustatory strike, nana cream pie fac 
alluding to Chevron's "People Do" speaking at a panel < 
ad-campaign by questioning Derr, "Do at the ELAW conf< 
people really kill Nigerians for oil? Oregon. Procter & ( 
People Do! " Then multiple pie-throwers Pepper was pelted in 
successfully tossed three pies and dis- the second time he 1 


appeared without a trace I | ^ f '1 

by effecting an appro- I K \ ^ 

priate fossil-fuel-free \ . f\ W*/7 
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because of Chevron's mur- \ ^ j \ l /l\\ 1 

der of nonviolent activists V\. \ \ V 

in Nigeria and "Operation: No V 

Blood For Oil" was dedicated to ^ 

those struggling to defend the Earth ^*** 
and their cultures from corporate oil 

exploita- ' 

tion, and in £ y tip 
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the six who 

lost their lives while opposing Occi- 
dental Petroleum's plans to drill on 
indigenous U'wa land in Columbia. 

The next act in the round and creamy 
revolution occurred when an anony- 
mous pie-slinger targeted Minnesota 
Governor Jesse "The Body" Ventura. A 
week later, a communique from the 
Midwest Faction-Coldwater Cell of the 
BBB claimed responsibility for the 
entartement of a Minnesota state sena- 
tor. Agent Pecan asserted, "In response 
to the backhanded, backroom dealing 
to stop the protection of Camp 
Coldwater Spring, a Dakota sacred site, 
and Minnehaha Park from destruc- 
tion by the reroute of Highway 55, 
State Senator Carol Flynn, Chair of 
the Senate Transportation Commit- 
tee, received an entartement because 
she believes she is upper crust and can 
decide for the people what tasty mor- 
sels of public policy are available to 
us." Agent Pecan (Bob Greenberg) of 
the Midwest Faction was charged with 
fifth-degree assault. His action 
prompted television footage of the 
notorious paramilitary police raid on 
Minnehaha Free State ( see EF!J Febru- 
ary-March '99) to be rebroadcast on 
local TV for days. 

April 8 brought word of yet another 
Heartland pie toss. The venue was the 
incredibly scary "Biotechnology and 
Agriculture" conference being held on 
the campus of Grinnell College in Iowa. 
The deliciously deserving target was 
free market biotechnology advocate 
_ Dennis Avery, 

m Pepper was who serves as Di- 
( second time he rector of the 
t pastry assault." Center for Glo- 
bal Food Issues. 
The Central Iowa Anarchist (CIA) cell 
of the BBB conducted "Operation: 
Avery's Savory" as a response to Avery's 
shameless and flagrant support of bio- 
technology and industrial factory farm- 
ing. During the keynote speech, BBB — 
CIA Agent Carob replaced the bald 
spot on Avery's head with a delightful 
vegan and mostly organic (it is Iowa, 
after all — no Mecca for natural foods) 
carob/almond/apple sauce pie and then 
disappeared without a trace. 

We have since received numerous 
brief reports from the frontlines of the 
current global pastry uprising, includ- 
ing the following special deliveries: 

U S — Sierra Club employee 
Charlie Raines received a ba- 
nana cream pie facial delivery while 
speaking at a panel on land exchanges 
at the ELAW conference in Eugene, 
Oregon. Procter & Gamble CEO John 
Pepper was pelted in Chicago by PETA, 
the second time he has been peppered 


with pies in a pastry assault. 

S pain — The Collectif Autonome 
de Chomeurs pied the Belgian 
Minister of Labour, while he was in 
Spain. Carles Campuzano, a member 
of the Spanish Congress for the Catalan 
party Convergencie i Unita, was pied 
twice in January. 

C anada — British Columbia's At 
torney General Ujjal Dosanjh 
was pied at Simon Fraser University in 
Burnaby, BC. A few weeks earlier in 
Manitoba, Hoops Harrison, Executive 
Director of the Canadian Alliance of 
Student Associations, was struck in 
the face with three cream pies. The Les 
Entartistes of Montreal have pied close 
to a dozen targets, including recent 
target Roger D. Landry, President of La 
Presse media syndicate, in a solidarity 
gesture to the CP3. They've also 
creamed the mayor and the chief of 
police in Montreal, as well as federal 
politicians. 

U nited Kingdom — Our British 
counterparts attempted to flan 
the Chairman of British Aerospace, Sir 
Richard Evans, during a lecture at 
South London University. Regretta- 
bly, security at the event was quite 
tight and the pie-tosser was uncer- 
emoniously ejected from the room. In 
a testament to the belief that "If at first 
you don't succeed, pie, pie again," 
Welsh Action Against Genetics 
(WAAG) next put its creamy sights on 
the UK Science Minister, Lord David 
Sainsbury, while he was at Swansea 
University. 

I shall close this faithful account of 
the brave actions of militant anarchist 
bakers everywhere by making a plea 
for solidarity with those entarteurs 
who now face state repression for prac- 
ticing in-your-face politics. Our man 
Creamy Genes is in need of funds to 
mount a defense. Dave has consis- 
tently been there for many of us and 
the Earth, now we need to be there for 
him. Please send letters of support and 
money to the BBB — Nor'eastah Irregu- 
lars, New Hampshire Earth First! at 
POB 4101 Portsmouth, NH 03802. For 
more information on the BBB contact 
the Friends of the BBB — Ecotopia, 3288 
21st #92, San Francisco, CA, 94110; 
bbb_apple@hotmail.com. 

"The Pie's the Limit" is a hilarious 
28-minute video features a cornuco- 
pia of political pie-throwings in San 
Francisco and beyond, including a brief 
history of consumable comedy and 
behind the scenes interviews with un- 
derground pie-tossers. To order con- 
tact Whispered Media, POB 40130, 
San Francisco, CA 94140; (415) 789- 
8484; whisper@energy-net.org. 
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continued from frontpage 

Northern New Mexico is a mountainous, forested 
region, including roughly one and a half million 
acres of state, private, and tribal forest lands and 
three million acres of national forest. Arizona and 
New Mexico are among the top ten states in terms of 
number of endangered species, most of which are 
found in high elevation and riparian forests. Forest 
Guardians litigates extensively on logging and graz- 
ing abuses in these areas, and is the only group in 
New Mexico that actively supports the national 
campaign to end logging on pubic lands (Zero Cut). 

According to the Western States Center, a group 
that monitors hate crimes in the West, "In rural 
communities, militia organizing has often come on 
the heels of wise-use county rule campaigns to take 
over local government and declare authority over 
federally managed public lands." The attack on For- 
est Guardians came after a forum was held to discuss 
a lawsuit the group recently filed that contends the 
entire federal timber sale program is illegal and 
should be stopped. The forum was organized by 
officials of Rio Arriba County. Afterwards, violent 
threats were made, flamed by unconscionable rheto- 
ric suggesting that the true aim of the Forest Guard- 
ians is to dispossess local people of their land. 

In a 1994 letter to the editor of the New York Times, 
the commissioners stated that, "Many local villagers 
do not recognize the jurisdiction of the Forest Service 
over local lands... lawsuits currently pending by 
Forest Guardians threaten traditional use of private 
lands... and threaten to force many off of their 
inherited lands. Indo-Hispanic villagers view this as 
an extension of Manifest Destiny; they view Forest 
Guardians and other outside Anglo environmental 
organizations as colonizers. The inability of unrecog- 
nized indigenous peoples to make their plight known 
further increases the potential for violence in Rio 


Arriba County." But do the county commissioners 
speak for an angry majority, or are they only a small 
group that is attempting to provoke anger and hos- 
tility by making the most inflammatory claim pos- 
sible — that environmentalists are out to kick the 
poor off the land? 

The fact is this same sentiment is echoed in the 
newsletters of wise-use groups such as La Jicarita, a 
"watershed protection coalition" that bills itself as an 
environmental group. In an open letter signed by 
locals, loggers and Sierra Club officials the claim is 
made that court-ordered decisions haltingold-growth - \ 
timber sales "can mean the difference between fami- 
lies being able to maintain their ranches and farms or 
having to. sell out to vacation home owners and join 
the flow of displaced people into our urban areas." 

This rhetoric is so pervasive that not only is the 
Bureau of Land Management now calling for le- 
gally enforceable consideration of "culture and 
custom" in land management plans, but even 
groups within the bioregion who call themselves 
Earth First! are refusing to endorse uncompromis- 
ing positions such as Zero Cut, citing concerns 
over small millowners. (Perhaps they should call 
themselves Small Mill Owners First!) 

What the editors of La Jicarita chose to ignore were 
statistics which show that between '90 and '94 (when 
Mexican spotted owl restrictions on public land took 
effect) the timber cut from the Carson and Santa Fe 
National Forests dropped by 88 percent. Yet, accord- 
ing to the US Labor Department for Rio Arriba County, 
wood products employment actually rose from 127 
employees with a $1.5 million annual payroll in '90, 
to 225 employees with a $3.6 million payroll in '94. 

Another insidious wise-use idea gaining popular- 
ity with a public concerned primarily with human 
stress reduction is the notion that there are win/ 
win solutions for timber operators and the forests. 
The line goes that decades of mismanagement of 


public lands through logging, grazing and fire 
suppression have resulted in unhealthy forest 
growth that is vulnerable to catastrophic fire and 
must be logged, both to restore forest health and 
help local economies (win/win). 

In reality, there is no proof that logging reduces 
either the frequency or severity of fires and improves 
forest health, or that logging provides net economic 
benefits to communities or the public. There is con- 
siderable evidence to the contrary. Implementation 
of ,a v&njvim strategy involves creating "partner- 
ships" among commercial resource extractors, man- 
agement agencies and selected members of the local 
public. The claim is made that people at the local 
level are more likely to come up with solutions. But 
these local partnerships actually work against de- 
mocracy by disenfranchising the majority of the 
population and empowering those with vested ex- 
tractive commercial interests. Virtually all local, col- 
laborative proposals have, in fact, called for increases 
in the volume of public lands logging and grazing. 

Public lands must be maintained for the public 
good and all forests have intrinsic ecological value 
that must be protected. Logging subsidies now in 
place, exceeding $1 billion a year, could be redi- 
rected to programs that create jobs restoring eco- 
systems, recovering wildlife populations, reducing 
consumption, developing alternative fibers and 
promoting sustainability for private woodlands. 
Forest Guardians feels it must continue to oppose 
commercial logging on public lands, no matter 
how it is packaged, for the simple reason that 
forests are worth far more ecologically and eco- 
nomically standing and growing where they are 
than liquidated for short term profit and gain. 

Charlotte Talberth is a former board president of 
Forest Guardians and a founding member of the 
National Forest Protection Campaign, formerly known 
as the Zero Cut Campaign. 
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by Anne Arcky 

David Rovics is one of the few modern activist 
folksingers writing topical songs in the spirit of the music of the early Amerikan 
radical labor movement. His newest releases come as a pair. 

We Just Want the World is an album of originals, some of which revive old folk/ 
melodies with stories of modern heroes and martyrs; and one album of straight 
revivals, titled "Pay Day at Coal Creek." Like true folk music often does, David's 
songwriting reflects both his contemporary influences, like Jim Page and Utah 
Phillips, in addition to historic inspirations like Hazel Dickens and Phil Ochs. 

On Pay Day at Coal Creek, David has committed himself to 
honoring the tradition of protest through song. He re- 
vives Woody Guthrie's legendary Rpbin Hood anthem, 

"Pretty Boy Floyd" and "The Popular Wobbly" by T- 
Bone Slim, as well as Utah Phillips' more contempo- 
rary "Yellow Ribbon" about t h e G ul f W ar . Anonymous 
gems like "the Lowell Factory Girl" and "Spencil Hill," 
about Irish immigration are also included. The title track, 
written by the infamous "A^onlrr^Dv^," is a tune about 
job loss — a topic that David notes is as relevant as ever in 
this era of downsizing and automation. 

We Just Want the World is jkofkfl vSth original, catchy 
folk anthems that tell our Itofief with humor and mel- 
ancholy. The title track envisions an uncompromising 
peoples' revolution of values and power. "Boxcar Betty" 
celebrates an often forgotten IWW organizer and "shero." 

Paying homage to fallen martyrs of our time are "The 
Death of David Chain" ap|/'judi Bari." The opening 
track, "Minimum Wagtf Strife plants a Aston of a 
workers' uprising in the service and fast-food industries, 
and "Henry Ford was a Fascist" iga cheekylxpose of the 
auto magnate's slave-labor contracting with the Nazis. A 
clever, ironic humor drives the bluegrassy "Parking Lots 
and Stripmalls." Da vid's workers' history masterpiece, 

"Glory and Fame" got a fresh re-recording for this album, 
begging the question of the legacy of working class 
struggle, "Will I lie forgotten, or arise?" "Contras, Kings 
and Generals" is a mournful ballad dedicated to the Iraqi 
people: "Missiles flying in the third world/but fits and 
starts are everywhere/from the mountains of Chiapas/to 
the streets of Tompkins Square/Empires fall, this one will 
too/so here's to the day/when this one is through." 

David's music many a rally 

and campfire, from the School of the Amerikkkas demo 



in Georgia last Fall (for which he wrote an impromptu "line crossing" anthem), 
to the Minnehaha Free State, for which he wrote a campfire song. From his street 
performances in the subways of Boston to university history department lecture 
halls, David has (almost) made a living off a potent political education tool, while 
documenting historic and current social activist history. Consider spreading our 
stories by bringing him to your college or local coffeehouse. 

Contact David at POB 995, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130; drovics@aol.com; 
www.davidrovics.com. Send $15 + $2 s&h to order his new releases. 
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Shake Off the Winter and 


WILD EARTH: RESISTING ECOCIDE! 
Activist Gathering , May 7-11 

The Sooke Hills of Vancouver Island, BC (near Victoria, but far enough 
away to hear wolves) will be the site for five days of workshops including 
climbing, direct action, corporate globalization, legal self-help and a 
regional report on upcoming events. Celebrate wilderness defence with 
music, art, a Council of All Beings and post-industrial puppets. Contact 
Wild Earth BC c/o P.A.T.H. at POB 19596, Vancouver, BC, V5T 4E7 
Canada; (250) 598-2823 or (604) 255-4145; wildearthbc@tao.ca. 


ASYLUM 

GATHERING 

JUNE 11-15 

Loosely defined as a free punk/ 
anarchist convergence with a radi- 
cal environmentalist slant, this 
year's gathering will take place in 
the wilds of Cascadia just south 
of Eugene, OR. Come out (before 
heading to the Colorado RRR!) 
for a short week of info/skill shar- 
ing, workshops, discourse, net- 
working and a variety of outdoor 
activities. Contact ANTIPATHY at 
POB 11703, Eugene, OR 97440; 
Suspect27@hotmail.com. 


BIODEVASTATION 3 
MAY 15-20 
Seattle. WA 

Mobilize to resist genetic engi- 
neering during the biotech 
industry's BIO '99 convention in 
Seattle. There will be a demonstra- 
tion with theater, speakers and 
music (including Jim Page) and an 
organic FNB meal in front of the 
Convention Center at noon. Come 
to Seattle for the weekend before to 
prepare street theater and conspire 
with direct actionists. Contact 
Bioengineering Action Network at 
(541) 302-5020; ban@tao.ca. A 
teach-in and strategy session will 
follow. The Edmonds Institute and 
the Washington Biotechnology Ac- 
tion Council will host this third in 
a continuing series of gatherings 
about genetic engineering around 
the world. The event is free and 
includes lunch. Contact 
beb@igc.org; (425) 775-5383; 
www.bio.org/meetings/future/ 
bio99/bio99 1 4.html. 


CONCERNED ' : / 
SINGL ES, 

links compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 

and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • AH ages • Sinoe 1984 
3 Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 

1 Lenox Dale. M A 01 242; 

call (41 3) 445-6309; 

or browse http://www.co edelnglee.com 


ALASKA 
Copper River Delta 
Action Camp 
May 15-22 

The Ruckus Society, Alaska Action Cen- 
ter and the Eyak Preservation Council are 
hosting a nonviolent action training camp 
outside of Anchorage, in Girdwood, Alaska. 
Come on up for the training camp and 
stick around for a summer on the Copper 
River Delta. June 1st will be the tentative 
date to kick off a campaign of direct action 
to keep this 700,000 acre pristine wetland 
roadless and wild. Contact Delta Defend- 
ers at POB 1464, Cordova, AK 99574; (907) 
424-4394; elijahp53@hotmail.com. 



The Leonard Peltier 
Organizing Conference 


Sponsored by the Leonard Peltier Defense Committee 

June 25, 26, and 27, 1999 

Haskell Indian Nations University • Lawrence, Kansas 

WORKSHOPS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

Future Actions to Free Leonard Peltier • Legal Presentation * 
Lobbying • Building a Support Group Network • Prison Issues 
Presentation • Presentation on International Campaign • 
Political Prisoners 
SOME OF THE SPEAKERS 

Same of the speakers will include Leonard's lawyers, survivors of 
the!975 Oglala fire fight, renowned human rights advocate, Jennifer 
llarbury, Mandela's lawyer, Cennox Hinds, ex-political prisoners and 
prisoner advocates such as Pam Africa, and Dacajewciah, 

NCAI president, limie Stevens Jr., David Dellinger of the Chicago Eight 
Conspiracy Trial and many more. 

For a Registration Form Send a SASE to 

LEONARD PELTIER DEFENSE COMMITTEE 

P() Box 583 • Lawrence, KS 66044 • 785-842-5774 
< Ipdc@idir.net > 

http://mcinbers.xooni.coni/frccpcltici7index.hlml 


SOUTHWEST CENTER J0BS\ The Southwest center for Biological Diversity, an aggressive, cutting edge, 

ol I science-based environmental advocacy group seeks: 1 ) Assistant Director: 

assist in coordination of staff, programs, and fundraising; must have strong writing, editing, communication, 
and people skills; fundraising experience necessary, legal/biological knowledge a strong plus; initial FT salary 
$20K- 25K DOE, benefits; promotion to E.D. possible. Location: Tucson, AZ. 2) Office Manager: coordinate/ 
develop/operate office systems, manage interns, support program staff, some accounting; must have 
excellent communication, organization, and computer skills; ability to work in a fast-paced office; FT salary 
$1 5K-20K DOE, benefits. Location: Tucson, A2. Please send resume, 4 professional references, and 3 writing 
samples to: Personnel, SWCBD, PO Box 710, Tucson, AZ 85702. No phone calls please. 


NUCLEAR ACTION ALERT 

Commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Three 
Mile Island disaster this year with direct action! 

•May-July: 23 State radioactive waste cask tour to 
oppose Mobile Chernobyl and the high-level waste 
dump at Yucca Montain, Nevada. Contact 
shundahai@shundahai.org. 

•May-July. Bicycle tour from Atlanta to Yucca 
Mountain, sponsored by EarthChallenge, to oppose 
Mobile Chernobyl, Yucca Mountain and uranium 
mining on Native lands. Contact nirsnet@nirs.org. 

•Aug. 1 3-20: Nuclear Free Great Lakes Action Camp, 
including rallies, actions, workshops, trainings, re- 
newable energy exhibits and fun. Southwest Michi- 
gan. Contact neis@forward.net or NIRS. 

•Aug. 20-28: Nuclear Free Northeast Action Camp 
in Dummerston, VT. Rally at Brattleboro Commons. 

•Aug. 21 Nonviolent direct action at Vermont 
Yankee, workshops, trainings and lots more. Con- 
tact can@shaysnet.com or nirsnet@nirs.org. 
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Earth First! Radio 

Thirty-minute shows 
are available at http:// 
radio4all.web.net. The 
shows are encoded in 
MPEG3 at 32kbs (about 
7MB per show) and are 
intended for rebroad- 
cast by non-commer- 
cial and underground 
pirate radio stations. 
Send short (500 words!) 
news, announcements 
and information at 
least three weeks be- 
fore your event to Earth 
First! Radio at POB 344, 
Santa Cruz, CA 95061; 
cruzef@cruzio . com . 



wakaaMi 


The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would like to live rent- 
free and caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887-EF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377.(602) 488-1970. 
www.anselfire.com/wa/caretaker 


Midwest 

Rendezvous 

May 21-23 

Come learn new skills, meet 
friends and have a great time. This 
rendezvous will be three days of 
learning, sharing and working to- 
gether. Come on out and enjoy the 
fun. Plan to be self-sufficient, and 
please keep pets at home. For more 
information please contact North 
Forest Earth First!, 748 Algoma Blvd, 
Oshkosh, WI 54901; (920) 424- 
0265; seac@pobox.uwosh.edu. 


WANTED 

ACTIVISTS 


Feeling cold and lonely? Come 
to where the sun shines bright and 
the heat never stops. Culebra EF! is 
looking for a few flame retardant 
souls to work on "HOT" forest 
defense issues in Colorado includ- 
ing the Vail and San Luis cam- 
paigns. We are looking for self- 
motivated, open-minded folks 
willing to work for beans to fan 
the flames of our resistance. Any- 
one who doesn't mind getting 
burned in defense of Mother Earth 
is welcome. To apply please con- 
tact Ancient Forest Rescue/Culebra 
EF! at POB 762 San Luis, CO 81152; 
719-672-3012; afr@amigo.net. 


JUNE 18 

rrS GETTING CLOSER 


Activists around the world are 
networking for an international 
day of action aimed at the heart 
of the global economy: the fi- 
nancial centers, banking districts 
and multinational corporate 
power bases on June 18. This is 
timed to coincide with the first 
day of the Group of Seven (G7) 
Summit, a gathering of the lead- 
ers of the richest nation-state in 
Koln, Germany. 

In the spirit of strengthening 
international networks for 
equality, freedom and ecologi- 
cal sustainability, we encourage 
all sympathetic movements and 
groups to organize their own 
autonomous protests and ac- 
tions on June 18. If we cooper- 
ate and coordinate we can real- 
ize a different world; has it ever 
been so necessary and so pos- 
sible? For international planning 
and discussion, send an email to: 
listproc@gn.apc.org. Please request 
Subscribe <J18DISCUSSION> and 
include your email address. 
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Spring into Action People! 


Cove/Mallard 

Spring Action Training Camp 

nay 26-31 


Come join us at our beautiful 
base camp for an action training. 
Our tentative list of workshops 
includes: blockade how tos, tree 
sits, map and compass, field moni- 
toring of timber sales, stream sur- 
vey techniques, tracking wildlife, 
edible and medicinal wild plants, 
nonviolence training, legal reali- 
ties, base camp and backcountry 
logistics, and video work for ac- 


tions and monitoring. We will 
also have great free food, late 
night howls around the camp 
fire and the company of your 
favorite wing-nuts. This event 
will kick off another Summer and 
Fall of resistance in Otter-Wing. 
Contact us at POB 8968, Mos- 
cow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755; 
Cove@Moscow.com. We eat curry 
lentils and never sleep! 



Nevada Test Site 
Mother’s Day 
May 7-1 Oth, 1999 



Honor - Celebrate - Heal - Create 


The new CD single. 
Blazing hardcore/ 
hip-hop/salsa. 

All Proceeds go to International 
Concerned Family & Friends of 
Mumia Abu-Jamal 
to order, send $8 
(check or money order) ppd to 
BLU, Revolution Center 
PO Box 517 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
or call: (800) 778-4264 
www.revolutioncenter.org/ 
ricanstruction 



a journal towards wildness 


Issue #1 is here! 

• Transformative 
Power of the Wild 

• Techno-Humanism 

■*■*“*•-* • Biocentrism as a 

- | Moral Imperative 

• Not Left but WILD! 
— And A Lot More. 

Subscriptions $15, 
Submissions welcome. 

feral 530 Divisadero, Suite 321 
San Francisco, CA 94117 
highwater@hotmail.com 


1999 End Corporate 

Dominance Conference 

May 21-23 

Participate in discussions with 

ACTIVISTS FROM ALL OVER. 

FEATURED SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 

Lee Lew Lee 
Howard Lyman 
Cheri Hankala 
Marta S anchez 
Ronnie Dugger 
Paul Cienfuegos 
Norman S olomon 
Karen Coulter 
Victor Menotti 
Brian Tokar 

Our goal is dismantling the mecha- 
nism of corporate control, not just 

REGULATING IT. THIS EVENT IS A PRECUR- 
SOR to June 18. Contact End Corpo- 
rate Dominance Alliance, POB 1375, 
Portland, OR 97207. 

Portland State University 

Portland, Oregon 


On Indian land 



On Indian Land is an American 
Indian issues newspaper cover- 
ing topics of importance to 
indigenous peoples of North 
America, including treaty, 
land, and sovereignty rights, 
religious freedom, and poli- 
tical prisoners. Subscription 
rates for 1 year/4 issues are: 

$12 (individual) 

$20 (institution) 

Make check out $ send to: 

Support for Native Sovereignty 
PO Box 2104, Seattle WA 98111 


the Nuclear 
Resister^ 


information about 
& support for 
imprisoned 
anti-nuclear & 
anti-war activists 


• Action reports & future actions • 
Prisoner support info • International 
resistance news • Writings from jail • 
A network for nonviolent direct action 


$ 15/year 

(US$20 Canada, US$25 overseas) 

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 


POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA 
nukeresister@tgc.org 



NEW COLD MOUNTAIN. 
COLD RIVERS VIDEO!!! 

MINING the LAND of CAIN: The Innu vs. Inco at Voisey's Bay is out! This 
video is a comprehensive, 48-minute documentary straight from the 
cutting edge of eco-indigenous and human rights activism on the Quebec- 
Labrador Peninsula (Nitassinan-"Our Land"). The piece portrays the lifestyle 
of the Innu Indians and their steadfast resistance to extractive wasting of 
their traditional homelands by multinational corporate and military inter- 
ests. Send $15 for a postpaid video to Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers at POB 
7941, Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org. 


BAIL OUT AMAZON ACTIVISTS 

On Earth Day 1998, seven activists delivered a 23-foot-long bleeding 
pipeline (complete with three activists locked down inside!) to the lobby of 
Occidental Petroleum's corporate headquarters in Los Angeles, CA. Across the 
street two activists rappelled off of a 26-story tower and unfurled a 1 , 500 square 
foot banner reading: "Warning to Oxy: Your Colombian Oil Project= Death 
to the U'wa Indians." Their dramatic action drew worldwide attention to the 
plight of the U'wa and the Columbian cloud forests. The activists must now 
pay $5,600 restitution fines. So, they are shamelessly begging folks to send 
donations to Amazon Watch/U'wa Fines at 201 10 Rockport Way, Malibu, CA 
90265. Anything you can send is greatly appreciated. Thanks! 


Heartwood Forest Council 
Ninth Annual Gathering 
Traverse City, Ml May 29-31 

Northwoods Wilderness Recovery will 
host the 9th Annual Heartwood Forest 
Council gathering near Michigan's 
beautiful Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore at Camp Greilick, approxi- 
mately 7 miles south of Traverse City. 

Anyone interested in protecting and 
restoring our forests, streams and natu- 
ral communities in the central hard- 
woods region, which extends from Ap- 
palachia to the Ozarks and from the 
Great Lakes to the Deep South is invited 
to this fun-filled information and skills 
sharing weekend. For more informa- 
tion or to help by co-sponsoring this 
event, please contact: Heartwood c/o 
Karen Tuerk, 123 N. Franklin St., Madi- 
son, WI 53703; (608) 255-8187; 
ktuerk@execpc.com. 


Indigenous Environmental 
Network's 
10th Annual 
Protecting Mother Earth 
Conference 
June 10-13 

At the National Indian Youth 
Leadership Project's "Sacred 
Camp, " located near the Acoma 
Pueblo and the Laguna Pueblo 
Indian reservations in New 
Mexico. This year's theme is Lie 
tsoo (Uraninite) "A Creation 
Placed at the Foothills of Our 
Sacred Mountains by Our Holy 
People." The focus will be on 
uranium issues affecting Indig- 
enous Peoples and their Tribes. 
Contact Charlotte Caldwell or 
Anna Frazier at IEN, Dine' CARE, 
POB 485, Bemidji, MN 56619; 
(218) 751-4967; Fax (218) 751- 
0561; ien@igc.apc.org. 
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Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 

Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 


Tiether you want to simply “green up your own personal life- 
style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 

E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to fum the tide. PLUS, £’s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have 1 been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 
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SRM€D WITH VISIONS 


CHAMP-I-AM 
AND THE PEOPLE 

It came from the South 
From the land of the Tarheel ; 

It said to the people, 

"I have such a good deal." 

Just let me have trees, 

I lIHe green trees and scam; 

I'm a real hungry monster. 

The name's Champ-l-am. 

And, oh, by the way, 

I like lots of trees — fast; 

Cause cutting trees slowly 
Is a thing of the past. 

I need green trees and Scam, 

And I need them right quick; 

I'll take all you've got. 

The thin and the thick. 

Course, I'm a real heavy cuss. 
Can't get around much, I guess; 

So my heavy log trucks 
Will make your roads quite a 
mess. 

And your streams will run muddy. 
And flood more In the Spring, 

But, why should you care? 

That's not such a big thing. 

As for flshln' and huntin'. 

Hey, have no fears; 

They'll be back at their peak 
In seventy-five years. 

But, wait! said the people. 
Starting to fuss; 

Walt! Walt! Champ-I-Am, 

What's In It for us? 

Oh, yes, said the monster. 

What can I do for you slobs? 

Oh, wait, I know. 

How bout a few Jobs? 

Nooooooooo! said the people. 

We don't like this at all. 

So, tough! Said the monster. 

You can't fight city hall. 



C£ca/i clA 
cut griciAA 
&■ yuAt clA 
dangefrauA 


Abe Lincoln Meets Walt Bresette 
Over Exxon's Dead Ore Body 

“In God We Trust” 

It was early dawn and it was on the road 
With that familiar and now somewhat tarnished profile 
Good oF Abe Lincoln 

Yep, there’s copper in dem der North Woods! 
too had all that other “stuff” is in the way 
...water weeds, swamp lands, blanket asses... 

Still — if you hold a com close enough to your eye, it can blot out the 
entire sun 

Bottomline blinders for the Exxon as it does its corporate 
calisthenics 

Grab...Gorge...Growl..AGAIN! Grab...Gorge...Growl.. AGAIN! 
Grab...Gorge...Growl.. AGAIN! 



I picked up the cast off penny and placed it in my pocl 
Soon enough, though, I could feel it burning a hole 
Sulfuric acul oozing down — 

burning my leg, poisoning the water, fouling the earth, 
searing my soul 


ket 


night I saw another well known weathered face 
of Walt Bresette — Anishinabe activist, Gaia guardian 

J • 


Last 
that of 

His voice crescendoing in the campfire 
His vision traversing seven generations 

Everyone was there in solidarity: old, young, black, white, twig, 
feather, fur, shell 

Their strength and courage fueling the eternal flames, climbing 
into the midsummer starnght, scattering to the four winds 

Their home, OUR HOME, would be here long after the bloated 
Exxon beast belched its last breath of putrid profit 

“Exxon, what’s that?” — the great great great great great great 
reat grandchildren of Walt and Abe will wonder as they frolic in 
le North Woods 
and corporate paleontologists will scurry to unearth evidence of 
the rumored monster — 


Where are the bleached bones? Where are the toxic tai’ 
and with a little luck and a lot of hard work, they’ll find noi 
but a worn copper coin 


;s? 


ng 


*E Pluribus Unum” 


John E. Peck 



Oh, we ll see about that. 

Said the people out loud; 

We ll see what you think. 

When we come out In a crowd. 

The people together, will speak up 
For the trees. 

But I am a company, said Champ-I- 
Am, 

I do as I please. 

Not any more, said the people. 
We've got news for you. 

The people united 
Can be Company too. 

We can watch you and stalk you 
And report violations. 

With our sisters and brothers 
And other relations. 

We can bug our Inspectors 
And point out your flaws; 

We can pressure lawmakers 
Till we have strong timber laws. 

So you see, Champ-I-Am 
We re not helpless, not we. 

The people united 
Will always be free. 

(to be continued) 


Anthony Lay 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
TO THE AUTHORS 



Send poems to 
Warrior Poet Society 
flSCIC Box 361 
Berkeley, Cfl 94720-6510 


TACOMA, WASHINGTON, 1972 

Weyerhauser World Headquarters 
Squats low, layers of terraced concrete 
Surrounded by bulldozer-sculpted hills 
Gazes through horn-rimmed glasses 
Out at the vinyl-lined lake 
Where hatchery trout 
dream of rivers 

Weyerhauser World Headquarters 
Crouches flat, horizontal, concrete logs piled 
in a golf-course meadow 
Grins in its plaid suit 
Confident from the moon missions 
Demands coffee from its pale-lipped secretary 
Knows it’s invisible. 


In Weyerhauser World Headquarters 
A memory of forest 

ricochets. 


Ricochets 


trapped in right angles 
Falls defeated to the carpeted floor 
Scuttles off to hide behind the Xerox machine 
And feed there on bits of old memos 
From the shredder. 


Electricity drawn in 
To Weyerhauser World Headquarters 
Surrenders to coffee-makers 

but remembers the river 

As the white-painted concrete still knows it was sand 
As the square lake remembers 
The rain. 

Glacier Lily 
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Sounds of Summer to Fill Ybur Ears 


All music and merchandise prices include shipping, handling and royalties 

ce Di Micele Greq Keeler Ned Mudd and 



If A Tree Falls Alice DI Micele Greg Keeler 


Joanne Rand 


Benefit album about saving 
the forest co-produced by 
EFler Darryl Cherney, featur- 
ing John Trudell, Zero, Robert 
Hoyt, Joanne Rand, Bruce 
Cockburn, Hank Williams, Jr., 
Buffy Sainte-Marie, Dan 
Fogelberg, Jello Biafra and 
Mojo Nixon, The Tinklers, 
Alice Di Micele, The Wyrd 
Sisters, Ferron and Rumors of 
the Big Wave! 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Keep It Wild! 

14 songs from seven favorite 
EF! musicians: Darryl Cherney, 
Alice Di Micele, Robert Hoyt, 
Dana Lyons, Casey Neill, Peg 
Millett and Joanne Rand. 
Designed by EFIers and pack- 
aged in recycled pulp with 
vegetable ink. What more 
could ya want? 

"Keep It Wild!" The Beaver Song, 
Flaming Arrows, Live Like a Prayer, 
Remember Me, Earth First!, 

Quittin' Time, Turn of the Wrench, 
Radiation on My Windshield, 
Defend the Earth, TV God, 

Dancing on the Ruins 

• ON SALE! • 
TAPE— $9 • CD— $14 

Darryl Cherney 

No one can create a campaign 
song as fast as Darryl. He's a 
campfire favorite. 

"Timber" Who Bombed Judi 
Bari?, Arizona Power Lines, Earth 
Night Action, Which Side Are 
You On? TAPE— $12 
"They Sure Don't Make 
Hippies Like They Used To!" 
Free the Dead, Spike a Tree For 
Jesus, We’re All Dead Ducks, 
Xerox the Money TAPE — $12 
"I Had to Be Bom This 
Century" Earth First!, It's 
CAMP, Ballad of the BLM 
TAPE — $12 

Timothy Hull 

An uplifting travelogue of 
environmental activism, 
Timothy’s music invokes the 
spirit of the wild. 

"Brightness of Brightness" 
Brightest Angel, Twilight Songs, 
Tough Reckoning, No Destinations, 
My Shirt CD— $17 


Alice is arguably the 
Northwest's most talented 
singer/songwriter. Her voice and 
lyrics cut straight to your heart. 
"Naked" Trouble in Mind, Make 
it Last, The TV Song, Out of 
Control, Pretty Blue 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Searching" Defend the Earth, 
Land of Broken Promises, Lift Us Up 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Too Controversial" American 
Dream, I Won't Say Good-bye, 
Everybody Needs to be Free 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"It's a Miracle" All or Nothing, 
Not for Sale, The God in You, 
First Snow, The Beaver Song 
TAPE— $12 

"Make a Change" Let it Rain, 
Wise Old Woman, Dismantle, 
Leonard Peltier, In a Gentle Way 
TAPE— $12 

"Circle of Women" (with 
Windsong, Ellouise Burrell, Shelly 
Phillips, Freyda Epstein and Tina 
Malia) Ancient and contemporary 
songs and chants. Earth My Body, 
Circle Round For Freedom, Mother 
I Feel You, Down By The Riverside 
CD— $17 

EXIT- 1 3 

Green grindcore. Extreme 
noise that advocates monkey- 
wrenching, vegetarianism, 
resistance and hemp. 

"Don't Spare the Green Love" 
Spare the Wrench Surrender the 
Earth, My Mind's Mine, Gaia 
CD— $12 

"Ethos Music" Earth First!, 
Only Protest Gives a Hope of Life, 
Reevaluate Life!, Disemboweling 
Party CD — $12 

Robert Hoyt 

Robert's constant touring 
schedule allows him to wow 
audiences across the country 
with his virtuoso guitar playing 
and homegrown lyrics. 
"Dumpster Diving Across 
America" Gasoline and Coffee, 
Trees, Quittin' Time, Hemlock 
Grove, Why Should I Care 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"As American As You" 

It's One of Ours, Enough, 
Shovelin' Mud, Apple Pie, Red 
Mud, Good Americans 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


Goofy, intelligent, country- 
western parody, Keeler's songs 
poke fun at everything worth 
poking fun at. 

"Enquiring Minds" An Excuse 
to Go Drinkin', House Husband 
Blues, Planet of Morons TAPE — $9 
"Post-Modem Blues" Lament of 
the Laundromat; P-U-B-L-I-C 
L-A-N-D-S; Swiss Army Beatitudes 
TAPE— $9 

"Bad Science Fiction" 

If Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear 
Waste Blues, Duct Tape Psalm 
TAPE $9 

"Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" 

There'll Come a Revolution, Ski 
Yellowstone, Death Valley Days, 
Idaho, Little Bitty Bugs 
TAPE— $9 

"Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana" Fossil Fuel 
Cowboy, Drinkin' My Blues Away 
TAPE— $9 

Dana Lyons 

Dana is one of the most 
popular musicians in the 
movement. His soulful voice 
and dexterous guitar convey a 
powerful, humorous message 
about the state of our world. 
"Cows with Guns" 

Song for Rod Coronado, 
Geronimo, Prayer for This Land, 
Native Forest Song 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Turn of the Wrench" Cry of 
the Forest, Dancing in the Dirt, 
TV God, I Saw Blood 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Animal" RV, I Am an Animal, 
Building One in My City, I Saw 
His Body, Timebomb, The Tree 
TAPE— $12 

"At Night they Howl at the 
Moon — Environmental Songs 
for Kids" (with John Seed) 
Willy the Wombat, The Tree, We 
Don't Want to Live in the Zoo, 
Expanding Universe 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Peg Millett 

Longtime EF! activist and 
convicted monkeywrencher, 

Peg has one of the most beauti- 
ful voices you'll ever hear. 
"Clear Horizon" Live Like a 
Prayer, Living Planet, Testimony, 
Walk this Trail 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Gentle Warrior" What's Left 
of the West, Forever Wild, High 
Plateau, There is Power, 

Wild Things TAPE— $12 


His Rustic Band 

Ned’s music is neither technically 
nor politically correct. Many of 
the songs were recorded with a 
boombox in an old warehouse; 
but, hey... they sound great! 
•NEW* " f.u.b.a.r. america" 
(with the Blacklight Sombreros) 
Ridin' with the Devil, Alabama 
(N. Young's Lament), Anesthesia, 
Copperhead in the Kitchen, 
Cybershit CD — only $15 
"Fine Time in America" 
Suburbia Blues, Nation of Sheep, 
Vacation from the Rest of the 
World TAPE — only $8 

$ETH! *New 

No holds barred, screaming 
acoustic punk. $ETH!'s mu- 
sic isn't PC. 

"First Snack" CD— $12 
"M.A.Z." TAPE— $10 ! 

ITchKunG! 

Fire-spittin, can bangin', 
neo-tribal noisemakers em- 
bracing industrial collapse. 
"Incite" CD— $12 

Casey Neill 

With inspiring, earthy lyrics 
and Celtic/punk/folk guitar, 
Casey is an EF! favorite. 

•NEW* "Casey Neill" 

Another Point of View, Mayday, 
Double Dutch, From the Yardarms, 
Breathe Life CD — $17 
"Pawprints" All My Relations, 
Naked Underneath Your Clothes, 
Resistance!, The Power, G.O.P. 
TAPE— $12 

"riffraff" Flaming Arrows, 
Disorder, Dancing on the Ruins 
(of Multinational Corporations), 
The Codfisher, riffraff 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Jim Page 

A staple on the Northwest folk 
circuit for years and for good 
reason, the man can write. 
"More Than Anything Else In 
The World" A Sign of the Times, 
Valdez, Gays in the Military, Sinead, 
Bishop on the Run, CD — $17 
"Whose World is This" 

Take Our Culture Back, Righ- 
teous, Beautiful Tear, Right to be 
Wrong CD— $17 


Joanne's strong and versatile 
voice climbs and dances 
through her powerful songs. 
"Choosing Sides" 

Koyaanisqatsi, Privileged Class, 
Our Children's Children, I Love It 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Home" I'll Be Washed Away, 
Home, Blood Red, Radiation on 
My Windshield, Eyes Like Salmon 
TAPE — $12 

"The Monkey Puzzle" (wtth 
The Little Big Band) Earth My 
Body, Wolf at the Door, South 
End Story, Song for No One 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin' Jim's powerful voice and 
wilderness-inspired lyrics will 
send shivers down your spine. 
"The Vision" The Food Chain 
Song, Wild Wind, Thinking Like 
a Mountain, Way Out West 
TAPE— $9 

"A Kid for the Wild" Manfred 
the Mopey Moose, Ain't Easy Bein' 
an OT Grizzly Bear, If I Were a Tree 

JAPE $9 

"Forever Wild" I Walk with the 
Old Ones, Green and Growing, 
Wolf Song, Just a Part of the Sky 

TAPE j9 

"The Web of Life" Howl for the 
Wolf, Buffalo Love, Big Fat Fish, 
Mountain Goat Promenade 
TAPE— $9 

Danny Dollinger 

Danny's heartwarming lyrics 
touch the soul and bring a smile 
to the face. 

"Rome Wasn't Burnt in a Day" 
Hillbilly Hippie, Walking in Power, 
Ghost of a Chance TAPE — $9 

Judi Bari 

Classic speeches and barn- 
stomping music woven into a 
history of EF! and the redwoods. 
"Who Bombed Judi Bari?" 

The FBI Stole My Fiddle, Redwood 
Summer, Who Bombed Judi Bari? 
CD— $17 

Consolidated 

The hot new release from the 
US's only remaining big political 
band that hasn't sold out. 
"Dropped" Lesbian Avengers, 
Coming of Rage (fight or flight), 
Shell, g.l.o.r.i.a. CD — only $10! 


EF! Merchandise Order Form Cllp 

Quantity Description 


and send check or money order to: EFI Merchandise, 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 07440 USA 

Color Size Price 


I 

I 

I 



CITY 


STATE 


COUNTRY. 


foreign orders 
- add 15% 


Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Call us at (541) 344-6004 if you haven't received your order after that. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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The Molotov 
Cocktail 

1. Fill bottle just over half full with 
flammable liquid (gas/petroL, kerosene) 

2. Add thickening agent (crushed 
styrofoam, palm oil, dish soap, etc.) 
until bottle is two-thirds full 

3. Plug bottle with fuel soaked rag 

4. The air in the top third of bottle causes 
explosion on impact 

5. Light and throw! 

6. For further instructions see new CD! 







A. Soundtrack for 
Post World Insurrection 


New musical and propaganda release from Post World Industries! 
Available thru EF! Journal at activist prices! 

And at record stores everywhere! 



tfSftkVtSTUDENT MOVEMENT FOR ENVIRONMENT At JUSTICE IS AUVE AND 
MASS! IS A STUDENT-RUN, STUDENTLED NATIONAL NET WORN OF 

06RESSIVE ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS DEDICATED TO UPR00TIN6 
ENVIRONMENTAL INJUSTICES THROUGH ACTION AND EDUCATION. 

9 THRtspom 


g i . Check cur SE-tp's 
J ftovtwwr MA<M£CINE> 
fmssHCLV. It coni»9crs 
STUDENT AHD TOUTH 
ACTIVIST’S WITH ARTICLES, 
ACTION ALERTS REGIONAL 
UPDATES COR TACTS 
CALENDARS OP EVENTS 
AND MORe) 


Contact the seac 
National office por 
MORE INPORMATIOKi 
HTTP:/ /WV.SEACOR fll 
2 !S- 222 -* 7 TT 
2 I 5 - 222 - 2 S 96 (pax) 

SEACSSEACORO 

PO Box 31909 

Philadelphia PA J9T0? 


Join the Primate Freedom Tour 
June 1 -September 4 


The 1999 Primate Freedom Tour is a caravan that will 

TRAVEL ACROSS THE US TO END THE USE OF NON-HUMAN PRIMATES IN 
BIOMEDICAL AND SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTATION. STOPPING AT THE 
SEVEN REGIONAL PRIMATE RESEARCH CENTERS ALONG WITH AT LEAST 
1 7 OTHER PRIMATE FACILITIES, THE TOUR CONSISTS OF EDUCATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES INCLUDING TEACH-INS, VIGILS, PROTESTS, AND MUCH 
more. The goal of the Tour is to create a national dialogue 

ON THE USE OF PRIMATES IN EXPERIMENTATION AND TO PLACE AN 
IMMENSE AMOUNT OF PRESSURE ON THE RESEARCH INDUSTRY TO 
COMPLETELY HALT PRIMATE EXPERIMENTATION. 

Catch the bus and join us in the most important step 

EVER IN THE HISTORY OF THE MOVEMENT AGAINST ANIMAL 
RESEARCH IN THE US! 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT THE COALITION TO END PRIMATE EXPERIMENTATION 

at POB 34293, Washington, DC 20043; Cali. Toll Free: 888-391-8948; 
CEPEmailC^' yaiioo.com; www.envtrowkb.org/cepe. 




ISSUES CITYCtll 


PO Box 7495 Van Nuy*, GA 91409 
www.subciiy.nfl 
Pfi <"£*>< $ro c*«$7 

*11 }»r !«-«-» )«»'*£•>:- f M id <n »k# CS-. irthrr rr«ur»***c* *ild 2-*,%.. 


How ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 


clip and send to: 

Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 






CD $500 Lifetime Subscription 
CD $25 Regular Rate 
CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 
CD $35 Anonymous Envelope (1st class) 
O $ DONATION 


* ' ' 
" ■ 


CD $35 Surface Mail, International (US$) 

CD $35 Air Mail Canada or Mexico 

CD $45 Air Mail, International (US$, no foreign checks, 

o $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Subscriber Name 


Address . 


State 


Credit Card Orders 

Visa/MC (circle one) 

Card # 

Exp. date (month/year) _ 

Country- 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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US Earth First! Directory 


cove@moscow.com 

ILLINOIS 


Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 
11978; (516) 288-2688 


Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

Soren Wuerth 

c/o Alaska Action Center 

POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523 

(907) 566-2468; fishtree@alaska.net 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

tucsonef@juno.com 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 
Luna Media-Julia Butterfly 
POB 12S6, Eureka, CA 95502 
(707) 839-8974; www.lunatree.org 
lunanews@humboldtl .com 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Chemey, POB 34 
Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
Sonoma County EF!/Biotech Last! 
POB 3321, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
(707) 523-4196 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St., Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
F.R.E.A.K. of Nature EF! 

POB 8493, Green Valley Lake; CA 92341-8493 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

(510) 848-8724 

Bay Area Activist Hotlines 

(510)594-4000 x222; (415)332-5800 x324 

Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA91107 
(909) 422-1637; www.sagecoundl.com 
Tribes EF! c/o DR Chance 
POB 10487, San Bernadino, CA 92423 
DRChance3@aol.com 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(80S) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 
(760) 740-1174; sdef@envirolink.org 
COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

wildreness_defense@email.com 

www.geocities.com/rainforest/1443 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 

Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 

afi@amigo.net 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! * 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 34622 
(813) S38-9050 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 
Miami EF! 

EarthFirstMiami@hotmail.com 

www.geodties.com/RainForest/Andes/7667 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 
Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 
HAWA II 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 

POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 

nrpp@lesbois.com 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 

POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 

(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 


Chicago EF! 

c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
friends@enteract. com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 

(618) 351-0312; sprklblu@sui.edu 

Coles County EF! 

c/o Jeffery Halla 

451 Taylor Hall, 2121 4th Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-4064 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 

KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(800) 821-5073 #556-8233 (pager) 
LOUISIANA 
Louisiana EF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

Heather La Capria 

13S Eutaw St #3, East Boston, MA 02128 

(617) 569-3969 

Boston EF! 

POB 398060, Cambridge, MA 02139 
(617) 806-7547 

bostonearthfirst@hotmail.com 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 

(616) 383-9317 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
MINNESOTA 

North American ALF Press Office 
POB 103, Osseo, MN 55369 
(612) 601-0978; naalfpo@waste.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
\2441 Lvndale Ave So. Mpls. MN SS405 
(612) 450 r 9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387; 
bigwoods@hotmail.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN SS116 

wdumess@aol.com 

www.geocities.com/RainForest/7094 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message#) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IF.RSF.Y 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

(505) 588-8128 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 988-8128 

NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4225; fax 925-8715 
wetlandsecodept@looksmart.com 


Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

Off Campus College Office 

SUNY Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050;offeditor@hotmail.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631 
POB 608, Athens GA 30601 
Katuah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 
(910) 973-7032; stemoody@wilkes.net 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St., Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305; swef@efn.org 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR9744Q; (541) 684B997 
mickey@efn.org; www.ecoecho.org 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 

(503) 771-1112x7875 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 

POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 

(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 764-5779; adp@envirolink.org 

TENNESSEE 

Katdah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939;johnjgb@mindspring.com 
Upper TN/Lebanon EF! 

1902 Westgate Dr. 

Springfield, TN 37172 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St., Austin, TX 78722; 

(512) 478-7666; entropy@eden.com 

South Texas Contact 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 

(512) 937-6019 

East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Lusus Naturaes Environmental 
Collective 

1421 Longhorn, Houston, TX 77080 
lususnaturae7 l@hotmail.com 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

EF! Collective @VCU 

Student Activities Center, Box 93 

POB 842035, Richmond, VA 23284 

52mjredm@atlas.edu 

(804) 353-5055 

Steven Smith 

5435 Argali Crescent, Norfolk VA 23508 

haver@worldnet.att.net 

Earth First! Collective 

Student Activities Center, VCU #93 

POB842035, 907 Floyd Ave. 

Richmond VA 23284 
s2mjredm@atlas.edu 
(804) 353-5055 


WASHINGTON 
Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-1656; Sea-ef@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 
(360) 867-9054; 
olyearthfirst@hotmail.com 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity 

Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
;304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Action 


Direct Action Defense Fund 

POB 57357 Tucson, AZ 85732-7357 

(520) 795-5171 

National Activist Network 

POB 19515, Sacramento, CA 95819 

(916) 452-7197 

North American ALF 

Support Group 

Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St, 

Willowdale, Ont M2M 4K3 

Canada 

Earth Liberation Prisoners Zine 
www.geocities.com/RainForest/ 
Jungle/ 1664 


Check out the international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 
ef_au@hotmail.com 
www.green.net.au/ozef_update/ 

EF! Australia Community 
Lot 9 Halliford Rd. Via Dalby, Old 4405 
ph/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 
admin@earthfirst.org.au 
CANADA 
EF! Prince George 
Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 
Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 15-222 Osborne St. 
South, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 
12041 453-9052 

EF! Toronto POB 195 Stn. B, 119 
Spadina Ave., Toronto, ON M5T 
2W1; eaithfirst.tofonto@tao.ca 
EF! Ottawa Box 4612, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
di695@freenet.carleton.ca 
EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e Stage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
Zeme Predevsim 
POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 
zemepredevsim@czn.cz 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 

Limerick Talamh Glas 

41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 

ENGLAND 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action Update/Cornerstone 
Resource Centre 
16 Sholebroke Ave., Chapeltown 
Leeds, LS7 3HB; 0113 262 9365 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef/earthfirst.html 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, 0X4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

POB 2971, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 

FRANCE 

Carbusters/Resource Ctr 
44 rue Burdeau 

69001 Lyon; (33) 4 72 00 23 57 
carbusters@wanadoo.fr 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 


Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765; 

www.geocities.com/rainforest/4101 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(920) 424-0265 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 

Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 143, Menomonie, WI 54751-0790 
Sand County EF! 

308 Nelson Hall, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
dchurl99@uwsp.edu 


SUPPORT 

Cherry Pie Three 
*Rahula Janowski #1818075 
c/o SF County Jail 8, E Pod 
425 7th St., SF, CA 94103 
* Justin Cross #1818071 
San Bruno, County Jail #7 
POB 907, San Bruno, CA 94066 
* Gerry Livermore 

c/o Jeff Larson, Friends of the BBB 
3288 21st St. #92, SF, CA 94110 

Our full prisoners' directory is on the 
web page at www.enviroweb.org/ef/ 
support 


(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 
SOUTH KOREA 
Green Korea Unlimited 
10F, Garden Tower Bldg., 98-78 
Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu 
Seoul 110-350 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
http://groenfr.huizen.dds.nl 
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Aussies Dig-in for Stoiyscapes of 

Old-growth Karri Sil w= Ahe “ 

^ * by Philip M. Klasky 



Ingenious nonviolent car kitchen atthe Wattle 3 blockade — finally agood use for an automobile! 


by Alan Featherstone 

In the southwestern 
corner of Australia, the 
fate of some of the world's 
tallest trees is currently 
being contested. Old- 
growth karri forest ( Euca- 
lyptus diversicolor) is be- 
ing clearfelled by the 
Bunnings Company un- 
der logging plans estab- 
lished by the Department 
of Conservation and 
Land Management 
(CALM), the state govern- 
ment department in 
charge of natural re- 
sources. Opposing them 
are several groups of 
committed forest activ- 
ists utilizing an inge- 
nious variety of nonviolent direct actions to slow 
down and stop the logging. 

The area of contention is in the Wattle State 
Forest, strategically situated between Shannon and 
Mount Frankland National Parks. Its protection 
would maintain the link between the existing parks, 
providing a larger contiguous area of protected 
forest. However, CALM has other plans, and two 
units — Wattle 1 and 2, totaling 36 hectares — were 
logged in November and December last year. Karri 
trees almost ten feet in diameter at the base were 

Ludwig’s Van 
Explodes in 
Edmonton 

by Tooker Gomberg, Angela Bischoff and Ed Press 

The on-going battle over pollution in Alberta, 
Canada, took a nasty turn on April 20 when Wiebo 
Ludwig, a well-known opponent of the energy 
industry's poisonous practices, had his 1986 Dodge 
van destroyed by an explosion. Wiebo, who was 
about 20 feet away at the time, was only cut on the 
forehead and slightly injured. The explosion took 
place in the parking lot of a hotel in the provincial 
capital of Edmonton. 

Because he had been charged with numerous 
offenses against the installations of the energy com- 
panies operating in the province, Wiebo was legally 
under what amounted to house arrest at the time 
and had traveled to Edmonton with special permis- 
sion from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP) to consult with his lawyers. 

Ironically, this same police force had recently 
admitted in court that it had planted explosives and 
blew up a gas well shed belonging to the Alberta 
Energy Company (AEC) on October 14, 1998. The 
RCMP claimed the operation was intended to en- 
trap Wiebo Ludwig and his friend Richard Boonstra 


felled. The forest was left a flattened wasteland, with 
85 percent of the harvest scheduled to be converted 
to low grade woodchips to be made into cardboard 
boxes and shipped to Japan. 

During the logging operation in the Wattle, there 
were continuous actions by forest activists, includ- 
ing tree-sitting in platforms high in the giant trees 
and people padlocking themselves to heavy ma- 
chinery, resulting in over 50 arrests. 


continued on page 27 



“The explosion tookplacein the parking lot of a hotel..." 


for committing what the police called terrorist acts 
against the energy sector. The oil and gas producers 
are major players in Alberta's economy and have 
enormous political power. 

Why did the RCMP blow up the shed and why 
the attack on Ludwig? Last week we decided to 
investigate. After three days as guests on their 
Trickle Creek Farm in northwestern Alberta, we 
discovered the most explosively powerful story of 
all: their self-reliance. 

Many environmentally concerned people know 
the problems related to pollution. But the 35 
members of the Ludwig and Boonstra extended 
family are living proof that sustainable alterna- 
tives are possible. 

continued on page 25 


We turn off the interstate and begin the slow 
journey through a remote desert valley, jostling 
down a washboard road toward an area activists 
call "ground zero." Sitting in the front seat of my 
truck is Llewellyn Barrackman, revered elder and 
Vice Chairman of the Fort Mojave Indian tribe. 
Before us is a vast desert valley of creosote, bursage 
and cactus, desert tortoises, sidewinders and golden 
eagles. The valley is surrounded by designated 
wilderness areas, and to the east the once wild 
Colorado River flows fast and cold. The grand 
vistas inspirit the marriage of great distance and 
deep time as we approach our destination, the site 
where Native American and environmental activ- 
ists established a protest camp to confront plans by 
the nuclear power industry to build a national 
nuclear waste dump on sacred lands. 

Mr. Barrackman positions himself on high 
ground. Behind him the desert valley reaches out 
to dusky mountain ranges. The crew sets up the 
cameras and recording equipment and signals they 
are ready. We are making a film of Mojave tradi- 
tional and sacred sites narrated by the elder who 
knows the ancient storyscape of his people. 
Barrackman begins: "We are here at Ward Valley. 
We call it Silyaye Aheace, the place where we col- 
lected the fruit from the screwbean mesquite. The 
desert is our medicine cabinet; this is a sacred place 
to us; this is where they have been trying to put 
nuclear waste in a hole in the ground close to the 
river. We are the Pipa Aha Macav, the Mohave 
people, the Keepers of the River. This is where we 
have been defending our land. Ward Valley is 
sacred to us; we sing about this place in our songs; 
we tell about it in our stories." 

This entire region of California's Mojave desert is 
considered sacred aboriginal territory by the Fort 
Mojave, Chemehuevi, Cocopah, Quechan and Colo- 
rado River Indian tribes. For the last decade, America’s 
nuclear power industry has been planning to bury 
long-lived and highly dangerous radioactive wastes, 
mostly from nuclear power reactors, in shallow, 
unlined trenches above an aquifer 1 8 miles from the 
Colorado River in critical habitat for the desert 
tortoise and other threatened species. 

When the federal government issued its threat to 
clear the valley of the protest camp that had occu- 
pied the land for the last four years, the five 
Colorado River Indian tribes and environmental 
activists sent out the call through an emergency 
response network. Hundreds of people responded 
in direct defiance of the federal order to vacate. The 
activists expanded the occupation camp, adding a 
24-hour peacekeeping force, security check points 
and observation posts, nonviolence training, a 
kitchen and campground. A sacred fire burned day 
and night and became the center for ceremony and 
strategy. At the entrance to the protest camp a sign 
announced: 

The Colorado River Native Nations Alliance wel- 
comes you to Silyaye Aheace Village. 

No drugs; 

No alcohol; 

No firearms; 

All vehicles subject to search 

continued on page 26 


EARTH FIRST! 

NO COMPROMISE IN THE DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH! 
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Contradictions, 


Battles and Such 


Earth First! 


This is the first issue of the paper produced by the 
newest editorial affinity group at the Journal. The four 
of us haven't known each other very long and yet we 
must discuss our deepest philosophies and opinions 
on many subjects. Everyday another article or phone 
call demands everyone's attention. It certainly is not 
easy. My beliefs are called into question daily and I 
must defend my feelings and ideas. Consensus is a 
long and compli- 
cated process 
when you are such 
a diverse group of 
individuals. 

Luckily, even 
though all of us are 
very different we 
are all Earth 
Firstlers. From the 
mellow gardener to 
the inner-city orga- 
nizer, the radical 
archeologist to the 
hunt saboteur, we 
represent but a 
small fraction of 
the huge spectrum 
of the movement. When you add in the much needed 
diversity of a new short-term editor every issue or 
two, you truly begin to see the beauty of the philo- 
sophically diverse Earth First! movement. We will 
never agree on everything, but we can work together. 
Showing a little mutual admiration and patience will 
carry the Earth First! Journal and the movement far. 

In the short time I have worked here, I have noticed 
that patience is not one of the movements virtues. It 


also seems that we are more inclined to criticize than 
support each others' tactics and beliefs. The Journal staff is 
assaulted by intensely rude criticism on a much too 
regular basis. Trust us — we never forget that we represent 
the Earth First! movement. We are listening, learning and 
changing as we absorb your well-meant criticisms and 
praise. Please be nice. 

Try as we do, though, we will never be able to satisfy 

everyone. Each issue con- 
tains at least one article that 
I strongly disagree with. That 
does not mean that I am 
going to stop reading the 
Journal — or worse yet, swear 
off the movement. In order 
to be strong we must be 
tolerant and give up the ri- 
diculous moral high ground 
attitude so prevalent 
amongst activists. In order 
to win the war for the planet 
and all its species we need 
many tactics and beliefs. We 
must learn to appreciate the 
fact that this battle is much 
bigger than our petty differ- 
ences. A person can be misanthropic and still believe that 
humans lives should be as good as possible. A person can 
be pro-whale and pro-Makah. A person can be anti- 
hunting and still eat meat. Each of us is full of contradic- 
tions and it shows. Never be too sure that your beliefs are the 
only right ones; for when you close your eyes to the lessons 
being taught, you lose. Our strength lies in our ability to learn, 
wait and respect. The beauty of Earth First! lies in its diversity. 

— Kris 
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The Earth First! Journal is published by an 
editorial staff from within the Earth First! move- 
ment. Contents are copyrighted 1997. We are 
pleased to allow reprinting if credit is given, 
except for those articles specifically copyrighted 
by the author. Art, photographs and poetry are 
copyrighted by the individual artists and per- 
mission for use must be received from them. 

Earth First! Journal is a forum for the no- 
compromise environmental movement. 
Responsibility rests with the individual 
authors and correspondents. The contents 
do not necessarily represent the viewpoint 
of this newspaper, the Earth First! 
movement, local Earth First! groups or 
individual Earth Firstlers. 

Submissions are welcomed and should be 
typed or clearly printed. Send a SASE if you 
would like them returned. If you want confir- 
mation of receipt of a submission, please re- 
quest it. We encourage submissions on 
Macintosh disks or via e-mail. Art or photo- 
graphs (prints are best) are desirable to illus- 
trate articles and essays. They will be returned 
if requested. 

All submissions are edited for length and 
clarity. If an article is significantly edited, we 
will make a reasonable effort to contact the 
author prior to publication. 

ISSN 1055-8411, Earth First! Journal, is 
indexed in the Alternative Press Index. The 
Earth First! Journal is recorded on microfilm by 
University Microfilms, Inc. 

All correspondence regarding subscrip- 
tions, merchandise orders, donations, 
letters to the editor, articles, photos, 
graphics, etc., should be directed to: 


In Chiapas, it's Libertad. In Ire- 
land, it's An Phoblacht. For the 
Earth and Her frontline warriors, 
it's the Earth First! Journal. Every 
resistance needs its voice to be 
heard in the printed word. The 
Earth First! Journal is only as 
thought-provoking and revolu- 
tionary-rousing as you, the activ- 
ists, make it. The paper is a compi- 
lation of articles and information 
contributed by you. Journalistas 
opening the mail and behind fax 
machines and computer screens 
work with only what defenders of 


the Earth send in. 

The Journal staff endeavors to be 
regionally balanced and representa- 
tive of our larger planetary move- 
ment, but we need your continuing 
input and constructive criticism. The 
Earth First! movement has survived 
the FBI, media and Earth-destroying 
industry's attempts to smear and 
squash us. It's vital that Earth Firstlers 
recognize the Journal as our media 
outlet and a target for those who 
would silence our voices which are 
rarely heard in the mainstream press. 

We must utilize the Journal with 


maximum impact to get the Earth 
and Her children's voices heard, but 
we need your help. Keep writing 
about your actions, campaigns and 
visions. Send us artwork and poetry. 
Short-term as a journalista! Make 
sure a representative from your tribe 
or collective comes to the Journal 
workshop at the RRR and the Activ- 
ist Conference s . 

Together let's maintain the Earth First' 
Journal as a voice of truth that keeps the 
enemies of the Earth up at night and 
makes the Feds pee their pants! 

— Rod 




auna Qaba 


Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 



Aliens are high in the mountains of Colorado, 
bodysnatching. In late summer, some mustard 
plants of the genus Arabis are infected by the wind- 
borne spores of the rust fungus Puccinia monoica. 
Over the next month, they become completely 
possessed because the rust's tendrils invade mer- 
istematic tissue, taking control of all future growth. 
Monster mustards are then manufactured. By the 
next spring and summer these mustards are twice 


by Faith Walker 

as tall as uninfected plants, have double the number of 
leaves and have sprouted bright yellow flowers. But 
these flowers are fakes and don't look at all like mustard 
flowers. Instead, they are a precise match 
of buttercup flowers even mimicing 
the sweet odor and sugar exudate 
and often fooling botanists. 

The aliens do this to attract insects, 
who are required for them to sexually 
reproduce. Different mating types are 
produced by the rust fungus; insects 
lick the sugary spermatia of one and carry it 
to the other. Because counterfeit flowers produce more 
sugar, bees, butterflies and flies actually prefer them to 
true buttercup flowers. Thus, this extreme example of 
floral mimicry not only influences the mustard host, but 
also by altering the pollination behavior of insects, it can 
affect reproduction in the whole flowering community. 
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Tales Of A Recovering Misanthrope 


by Anne Petermann 

Lately, charges of racism have been leveled at the 
environmental movement. Rather than building 
bridges between our movement and the movements 
of people of color, walls such as cultural insensitivity 
and white supremacy are being constructed. Mean- 
while, the destruction of the Earth accelerates, and 
worldwide, people of color continue to be exploited 
and killed outright in what Zapatista 
Subcommandante Marcos has termed the "Fourth 
World War." This war is the result of globalizing 
capitalism which frees corporations from govern- 
mental restrictions such as environmental and hu- 
man rights laws. It is a worldwide environmental, 
cultural and racial holocaust being promoted by the 
US government for the benefit of the corporate elite. 

Corporations, in order to compete in a global 
capitalist world, conduct environmentally destruc- 
tive activities on the lands of the poorest and most 
politically marginalized groups. This means that the 
brunt of pollution and environmental degradation 
occurs in towns or neighborhoods comprised of the 
poor or on the homelands of traditional peoples. For 
this reason, alliances between the environmental 
movement and movements of the poor and dispos- 
sessed should be simple and natural. 

To a large degree, I believe, cultural insensitivity 
stems from privilege. The environmental movement 
is predominately made up of privileged people. This is 
what allows them the luxury of being involved in the 
protection of ecological systems and not worried 
about daily survival. It can be threatening to acknowl- 
edge one's privilege if one is an environmentalist 
because if that privilege is part of the 
system destroyingthe planet, it must 
be given up. It is more comfortable 
to point the finger elsewhere and 
adopt a misanthropic worldview — 
blaming all mankind. If all mankind 
is to blame, then we need not ad- 
dress issues of privilege, class or race. 

When I was a teenager, I was 
deeply misanthropic. I loved na- 
ture and spent as much time as 
possible out of doors. But at night, 

I would look out the window at the 
Burger King across the street, at the 
gas stations on all sides, at the noisy, 
stinking stream of traffic, and I 
would loathe humanity, dreaming 
of its demise. When I found Earth 
First!, the campfire Chants of "Bil- 
lions are living that should be dead" or "fuck the 
human race" appealed to me. Yes, I thought, humans 
are a cancer on the Earth. But I was wrong. 

Misanthropy is a manifestation of the nature/ 



human split. This view has brought our society to 
the brink of extinction by assuming that we can 
run roughshod upon the Earth without impacting 
ourselves because we are somehow separate. Mis- 
anthropic Earth-centered activism is a total contra- 
diction. One cannot be earth-centered and yet hate 
one's own species. This dualism dooms the envi- 
ronmental movement to failure. We must break 
through the brainwashing to see the world as it 
truly is — deeply complex and beautiful, interwo- 
ven and interdependent — and to see our place in it. 

Judi Bari, in her article, "Why I am not a Misan- 
thrope," from Timber Wars, explains, "Technocratic 
man, with his linear view of the world, tends to see 
tribal societies as earlier, less evolved forms of his own 
society, rather than as alternative, simultaneously 
existing methods of living bn the Earth. The presump- 
tion is that, given time, these cultures would somehow 
be corrupted like ours. But there is no evidence what- 
ever that these ancient civilizations would have 
changed without our violent intervention." 

Humanity is not the problem. The privileged 
patriarchal ruling elite with their unsustainable 
systems of accumulation and domination perpetu- 
ated through insidious psychological manipula- 
tions and outright blunt force, are the problem. 
The rest of us are resources for them to exploit in 
the same way that they exploit the forests and the 
oceans. Certainly, some blame lies with the hoards 
practicing active apathy, but we cannot possibly 
blame traditional native peoples, nor the starving 
dispossessed, for the destruction of the Earth. 

So I am enraged when I hear the intolerant 
assertions that come from the middle or upper 
middle class white activists who 
demand that we restrict the bor- 
ders to refugees from the South. 
They seem unconcerned about de- 
veloping an analysis of why or what 
the people are fleeing and uninter- 
ested in addressing issues of eco- 
nomic imperialism or US overcon- 
sumption. (US citizens consume 
70 times the resources of the aver- 
age "Third World" citizen, with 
most of these resources having been 
stolen from the "Third World.") In 
addition, these activists are appar- 
ently oblivious to the fact that, as 
descendants of immigrants, clos- 
ing an artificial border to a pre- 
dominately native population to 
our South is hypocritical. 

And there are those, such as Paul Watson, who 
defend their right to align themselves with "politi- 
cal maverick" racists, with no regard for the fact that 
such an alliance against Native Americans would 



likely lead to a backlash, endangering not only that 
issue but the movement as a whole. It is simpler to 
blame native people for participating in a corporate 
venture without looking into the history of colonialist 
oppression and cultural destruction that left them 
with few economic alternatives. 

Of course, not all members of indigenous society are 
exempt from the destructive behaviors white culture 
has injected. When a culture is engulfed in colonialist 
oppression for generations, some of the traits of the 
oppressor are bound to be assimilated in that culture. 
The misanthropy and privilege (skin color and class) 
of our movement blocks people of color from trusting 
us. Can traditional peoples whose cultural identity has 
been a holistic perspective of oneness with the Earth 
become involved with a movement which views 
humans as a cancer? Can people whose history has 
been one of racial oppression reach out to one which 
is so glaringly privileged and white? 

Making these alliances requires we reach out first 
to build trust. It means working for cultural under- 
standing and true solidarity. In Vermont, we started 
by supporting the struggles of the Abenaki in order 
to make an alliance. We worked hard to support 
their fight against the state for their ancestral right 
to fish. The result: We have Abenaki representa- 
tion on our working group, Abenaki presence at 
most of our protests, and we have been adopted by 
the tribe, which in turn has facilitated alliances 
with other native nations. 

As ecologists we know that everything in the 
natural world is connected. We also know that the 
more diverse an ecosystem is, the better it is able to 
withstand adverse conditions. Why is it so difficult 
to understand that these lessons also apply to our 
movement? If we dig deeply to find the true roots 
of various oppressions, we find that they all lead to 
the same source: the corporate, capitalist, patriar- 
chal elite who rule our society. For this reason, our 
movements must unite. When we are able to stop 
the perpetual inane bickering and honor our 
strength as a diversely unified whole, we will be- 
come a force to be reckoned with. 

continued on page 32 


Dear EF!, 

I recently relocated to Seattle, 
WA, where 1 found your peri- 
odical and became a firm sup- 
porter of the philosophies and 
efforts portrayed in the Journal. 
I went to college in Manhattan 
for Public Health Education and 
am currently enrolled at Seattle 
Central Community College in 
the Community Health Advo- 
cacy program. Increasingly, our 
focus has been on communities 
of color/non-English speaking 
communities because of the in- 
tentionally isolated position our 
government has placed them in 
as far as bureaucratic represen- 
tation and access to crucial 
health info and resources. 

A discussion that has come 
up encouragingly often is that 
of a need for some ecological 
dialogue to start within our 


communities because of the vast 
neglect most environmental 
movements have had regarding 
inner cities. The reality that 
both our immediate and macro 
environment is inextricably 
linked with our health is often 
not addressed because of a 
stigma associated with "envi- 
ronmentalists." I believe this is 
just the result of more corpo- 
rate influenced media stereo- 
typing to keep the oppressed at 
odds with each other, as not to 
organize and gain too much 
power. 

That with 
the com- 
bination 
of our ur- 
banized/ 
ghetto set- 
ting of ra- 
cially tar- 



geted communities leads to a break 
in our link to the ecology move- 
ment and prevents us from un- 
derstanding the direct importance 
it has on our lives as communities 
of color within a capitalist/op- 
pressive society. Your interview 
with Carl Anthony provided 
great fuel for organiz- 
ing and inspiration 
within my colleagues 
and community. This 
is an urgent and pow- 
erful angle of envi- ; 
ronmentalism that 
can really expand 
and solidify the 
movement. Many, 
many thanks, and 
we hope to enjoy 
more amazing ar- 
ticles. 

Peace, 

—Jen St.Cyr 


. Dear EF! Journal, 

Its been a long cold river of 
wind and snow and ice and rain 
in the tops of the trees in the 
Pacific Northwest. As spring be- 
gins to give us more and more rare 
sunshine, I would like to express 
my eternal gratitude and devo- 
tion to the treesitters. These people 
who have occupied tree villages 
through such a long winter, these 
are the people who keep the defi- 
ance of the living spirit in the sap 
of Grandma, Luna, Kali Ma, Tara, 
Persephone, Guardian, Yggdrssyl, 
'Comfrey, Fanghom, Life, Grover, 
Glisten, Friendly, Grandpa, 
Mariah, Millenia, Grace, Sorrow, 
Happy and Bob! To all the 
treesitters who have kept the fight 
alive through another darkest 
coldest winter: Thank you! 

Love, 

: ■ ■ — Dun 



T O : 

Coronado, 

Rodney 
Reg# 03895- 
GOO 

fr O M: lits Casrty Stortirs Office 

Deputy Pe- cnanatty CorretUDus center 
ters #549 — — 

Mr. Coronado, 

It was brought to my attention 
from Sgt. Hager that you went to 
a rally on May 1 in order to push 
subscriptions for the paper you 
work for. Per our Lieutenant you 
are only allowed to be at the job 
located in the house. Especially 
due to your conviction and who 
your employer is you are not to 
attend any rally type of anything 
for any reason. You are working 
there with the understanding that 
you will always be at your work 
address. I know you were not 
aware of this before, but it is im- 
perative you follow this directive. 

continued on page 28 
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VIEQUES: ISLAND UNDER SIEGE 


by Fernando Reals 

Author's note: "u.s." is not capitalized in order 
to critique the colonial relationship between the 
United States and Puerto Rico. 

Attention all those who care about ecosys- 
tems and human life. Mother Earth is in dire 
need of support in a small paradise not too far 
from the u.s. mainland. The u.s. Navy is re- 
sponsible for eco-cide, imperialism, colonial- 
ism and militarization, all of which have fatal 
implications on humans and wildlife in the 
Caribbean. 

Brief History 

In 1898, the u.s. invaded the island of Puerto 
Rico during the so-called "Spanish-American 
War." The result was an increase in u.s. military 
and corporate exploitation of "the enchanted 
island." The Puerto Rican nation was divided 
using "Operation Bootstrap, " a program to mini- 
mize the Puerto Rican population in order to 
maximize u.s. corporate profits. 

In 1938, the u.s. Navy occupied the two 
smaller islands of the Puerto Rican archi- 
pelago — Culebra and Vieques. Vieques imme- 
diately became an important military strong- 
hold in the Western Hemisphere; the stolen 
land has since been used for munitions stor- 
age (on the west side) and bombings exercises 
(on the east side). This forced Viequenses 
toward the center of the island, if not completely injury from live munitions that have not 

off it. A portion of the population was "relo- exploded, as well as toxic residues from those 
cated," given token reparations of $30 for their do explode. 

land, while the majority were simply removed. The u - s - Navy and all of its NATO allies use the 
The u.s. Navy then gained control of more than island of Vieques as a test site for war games. It is 
72% of the land, over 26,000 acres. quite common for fighter jets and amphibious tanks 

to do military maneuvers in plain view of the 
Viequense community, causing psychologi- 
cal as well as environmental damage. Vieques 
was (ab)used for Desert Storm training and 
NATO continues to utilize it today; u.s. mili- 
tary officials informed the Puerto Rican press 
that 80 percent of the u.s. ships and fighter 
jets destroying Kosovo have been trained in 
| Vieques. There are also reports of weapons 
| coated with Depleted Uranium having been 
| tested on the island, leaving radioactive de- 
„ bris wherever these shells exploded or fell. 

I Ecology Attacked 

It is said that the island of Vieques was 
home to some of the world's most beauti- 
ful land and seas before the military occu- 

The Navy also took control of much of the pation. But the violence committed against this 
surrounding seas that the Viequenses have relied island does not go without resistance. Popular 
on for survival. The fish are now contaminated resistance freed the smaller island of Culebra in 
from debris caused by naval trainings in the 1975 and it will free Vieques. However, the 
Atlantic Fleet Weapons Training Facility on the Viequenses need our help and our solidarity in 
eastern shore of Vieques. Fishermen constantly their fight against the mighty Goliath. 





On Earth Day morning, April 22, two Ver- well as music by Seattle-based songwriter Jim Page, 
mont activists scaled the University of Ties between Vermont's state university and 
Vermont's 150-foot water tower to hang a huge the Monsanto company have been a matter of 
banner that said, "Reclaim the Earth- Monsanto controversy for 10 years. In 1989, a veterinary 
out of UVM." One of them, Darini Nicholas, pathologist at UVM's experimental.farm revealed 
spent much of the day at the top of the tower that cows injected with Monsanto's genetically 
speaking with supporters and local news re- engineered Bovine Growth Hormone (rBGH) were 
porters by cell phone and walkie-talkie. Nicho- aborting fetal calves with severe deformities. Her 
las is a native of Sri Lanka, an active member of revelations led to an investigation by the General 
NorthEast Resistance Against Genetic Engineer- Accounting Office of the US Congress and helped 
ing and a graduate student at the Institute for delay government approval of rBGH for use by 
Social Ecology in Plainfield. dairy farmers in the US. In 1997, student activists 

"I am here at great personal risk to draw revealed that Monsanto stock represented the 
attention to the environmental devastation single largest holding in the Vermont state 
supported by the University of Vermont's university's portfolio. 

(UVM) investment policy," said Nicholas in a A university representative told the Burlington 
prepared statement. "This action is part of a Free Press that the university now holds $192,500 
movement to demand that UVM invest our in Monsanto stock. The campus-based Coalition 
public funds in a socially and environmentally for Responsible Investment has discovered that 
responsible fashion, rather than in corpora- UVM recently sold off its individual corporate 
tions like Monsanto." holdings and is instead investing in mutual 

A noon rally on the steps of the university funds. This is clearly in response to students and 
library featured speakers on the hazards of genetic local activists investigating continuing research 
engineering and Monsanto's sordid history, as .ties between UVM and Monsanto. 

* . , , ■ . . . . .... 


The naval presence in Vieques has had a negative 
impact on the ecology of the island. Certain sec- 
tions of Vieques have been transformed from an 
island paradise to a disaster zone. In 1989, Professor 
Jose Seguinot Barbosa, director of the Geography 
Department at the University of Puerto Rico at Rio 
Piedras, noted that "the eastern tip of the island 
constitutes a region with more craters per square 
kilometer than the moon." These scars were made 
by the constant artillery drills conducted by NATO; 
10 years later the situation has not improved. 

Excess Navy materials are never disposed of, in- 
stead they are detonated or buried in the ground. 
These metals then oxidize and decompose into 
contaminants that further endanger the lives of 
wildlife and humans. In 1988, a Viequense chemi- 
cal engineer and former u.s. Army artillery officer, 
Rafael Cruz Perez recognized some of the contami- 
nants to be TNT, N03, N02, RDX, and Tetryl. Ten 
years later this problem has not been rectified. 
These contaminants are seeping into the water and 
are present at illegal levels in the air. Currently, the 
Environmental Protection Agency is colluding to 
cover up the ecological mess that the u.s. Navy and 
NATO are creating in Vieques. 

Latest Fatality 

On April 19, 1999, an American F-18 fighter jet 
mistakenly dropped two 500 pound MARK82 
bombs on the wrong target. The explosion killed 
a civilian and wounded four other individuals. 
The fatal victim of this latest mishap was David 
Sanet Rodriguez. Three other victims were 
Viequenses; the other was in the military. 

There have been so many "isolated" incidents 
that one must raise the question of genocide. 
Ismael Guadalupe, a spokesperson for the Comite 
Pro Re.scate y Desarrollo de Vieques, said that 
"this is not the first time that military planes 
missed their targets. In 1994, another FA-18 [na- 
val jet] dropped five live 500-pound bombs out- 
side town, missing their target by ten miles. Last 
year, another projectile perforated the same ob- 
servation [sic] that they destroyed [on April 19, 
1999]. This kind of incident clearly shows the 
danger of an accident that at any moment can 
happen in the civilian area. It is time to put an 
end to this abuse that has oppressed the people 
of Vieques for more than half a century." 

Since the 1940s, the risk of projectiles hitting 
civilians or their property has been alarmingly 
high; imagine having to live in fear of a bomb 
dropping on you or your children's heads. This is 
a reality of life in Vieques. 

Don't Mourn, Organize! 

The history of resistance is rich for the Puerto 
Rican community in the u.s. and on the islands. 
Gloria Gonzalez, former Field Marshal of the now 
defunct Young Lords Organization, once stated, 
"Wherever a Puerto Rican is, the duty of a Puerto 
Rican is to make the revolution." In the case of 
Vieques, that is an understatement. The Viequenses 
have fought the Navy since 1938. This struggle for 
self-determination has landed many in jail and in 
coffins; but the struggle continues. The Viequenses 
have literally hurled coconuts at Navy helicopters, 
squatted and reclaimed portions of the land and 
organized massive rallies and protests. Currently, 
there are dozens of acts of civil disobedience being 
staged on the island. At the center of this organiz- 
ing is the Committee for the Rescue and Develop- 
ment of Vieques (CPRDV in Spanish). These grass- 
roots initiatives cannot continue without their 
support. And the CPRDV itself also needs help in 
order to fund these protests. Fuera con la marina de 
guerra! u.s. Navy out of Vieques! 

For more information on how to get involved, 
contact the Puerto Rico Collective (PRC) based in 
New York City at PRC1898@aol.com and/or con- 
tact Roberto Rabin, CPRDV, Apartado 854, Vieques, 
Puerto Rico 00765; bieke@tropicweb.net; 
www.viequeslibre.org. Gracias to Roberto Rabin, 
Raquel Z. Rivera, Kelvin Santiago-Valles, Omar 
Colon, Ricanstruction, and the Puerto Rico Collec- 
tive for the information. 

Fernando Reals is an organizer, agitator and hip-hop 
scholar in New York State. 
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Eco-Gatastrophe Hits The Balkans 


by Mitchel Cohen 

"We must do more to reach out to our children and teach 
them to express their anger and to resolve their conflicts 
with words, not weapons." 

— President William Jefferson Clinton, after the 
SHOOTINGS AT COLUMBINE H.S., COLORADO, AS THE 
US-LED NATO FORCES BOMBED BELGRADE. 

NATO Endangers Region's Water Supply 

Early in April, a leader of the Yugoslavian Green 
Party, Branka Jovanovic warned that NATO missiles 
were beginning to contaminate the water supply for 
much of Eastern Europe. "I warn you that Serbia is one 
of the greatest sources of underground waters in 
Europe and that the contamination will be felt in the 
whole surrounding area all the way to the Black Sea," 
Jovanovic reported from Belgrade. Her worst fears 
have apparently come true. 

On March 24, the first day of the NATO air strikes the 
municipality of Grocka, where the Vinca nuclear reac- 
tor is situated, was hit. The site contains a large stockpile 
of nuclear waste. No US media outlet reported this. The 
municipality of Pancevo was hit, in which a petro- 
chemical factory and a factory for the production of 
artificial fertilizers were situated. They were bombed 
again two weeks later. The municipality of Baric was 
also hit. Baric houses a large complex for the production 
of chloride, using technology similar to Union Carbide's 
fatal Bhopal plant. "It is not necessary for me to explain 
what the blowing up of one of such factories would 
represent," Jovanovic says. "Not only Belgrade, which 
is situated at a distance of 10 kilometers, but the rest of 
Europe would be endangered." 

On the second day of bombings, a chemical factory 
in the Belgrade suburb of Sremcica was bombed. Also 
hit was a rocket fuel storage area, leaking fuel into the 
surrounding area and water. Branka also reports that 
four national parks were bombed and that the depleted 
uranium weaponry first used against Iraq, responsible 
for thousands of cases of leukemia and other cancers in 
children, is now being used against Yugoslavia. Mean- 
while, McDonald's has reopened three of its eight 
restaurants in Yugoslavia. 

In Pancevo, at least 50 residents were reported suffer- 
ing from poisoning due to the bombings of refineries, 
fertilizer facilities and a vinyl chloride and ethylene 
plant. The Health Ministry could not find enough gas 
masks to distribute. Residents were told to breathe 


through scarves soaked in sodium bicarbonate as a 
precaution against showers of nitric acid. 

"By burning down enormous quantities of naphtha 
and its derivatives, more than a hundred highly-toxic 
chemical compounds that pollute water, air and soil are 
released (endangering the entire Balkan ecosystem)," 
said New Green Party scientist Luka Radoja. Dr. Radoja 
points out that the NATO bombing is happening j ust as 
many crops vital for survival, such as com, sunflower, 
soy, sugar beets and vegetables are supposed to be 
planted. As a result, 2.5 million hectares of land have 
gone unplanted. 

Poison Cloud Engulfs Belgrade 

In the US the news is simple: NATO bombers, 
we're told, hit and crippled Yugoslavia's oil refiner- 
ies yesterday. Yeal Go NATO! Root for the home 
team! The news is well-scrubbed so that no blood 
leaks. But here's how Tom Walker, reporting from 
Belgrade for the London Times on April 19, tells the 
story: "A towering cloud of toxic gases looms over 
Belgrade after warplanes, on the 25th night of the 
NATO onslaught, hit a petrochemical plant in the 
northern outskirts of the city. An ecological disaster 
was unfolding yesterday after NATO bombed a 
combined petrochemicals, fertilizer and refinery 
complex on the banks of the Danube in the north- 
ern outskirts of Belgrade. A series of detonations 
that shook the whole city early yesterday sent a 
toxic cloud of smoke and gas hundreds of feet into 
the night sky. In the dawn, the choking cloud could 
be seen spreading over the entire northern skyline. 

"Among the cocktail of chemicals billowing 
over hundreds of thousands of homes were the 
toxic gases phosgene, chlorine and hydrochloric 
acid. Workers at the industrial complex in Pancevo 
panicked and released tons of ethylene dichlo- 
ride, a carcinogen, into the Danube, rather than 
risk it blowing up. At least three missile strikes left 
large areas of the plant crippled. Oil and petrol 
from the damaged refinery area flowed into the 
river, forming slicks up to 12-miles long. Tem- 
peratures in the collapsing plant were said to have 
risen to more than 1,000-degrees Centigrade. 
Asked about the hazard from chemical smoke, 
NATO said there was 'a lot more smoke coming 
from burning villages in Kosovo.'" 


The lack of fuel for agricultural machines will have 
catastrophic results because it will lead to hunger of 
much of the population. When you add to this the 
poisoning of the water, air and soil, the catastrophe 


becomes a cataclysm. "As an expert who has spent his 
entire work-age on the fields of this up-until-now 
ecologically pure part of Europe, I am a witness to the 
disappearing of the most beautiful garden of Eu- 
rope," Radoja said. 

On April 1 9, the London Times reported that a recent 
airstrike had grazed a tank containing 20,000 tons of 
liquid ammonia. If it had gone up in flames much of 
Belgrade would have been poisoned. The pollution in 
the Danube and in the atmosphere over Belgrade 
knows no frontiers, and scientists warned neighbouring 
countries that "the poison clouds could soon be with 
them." Indeed, the chief inspector of the Macedonian 
Ministry of Environment, Miroslav Balaburski, said 
that toxic furans and dioxins released by bomb explo- 
sions are being carried long distances. The pollution is 
entering Macedonia by air and by the river Lepenec, 
which crosses the border between Macedonia and 
Yugoslavia, according to Zoran Bozinovski, a speaker 
for the Center for Radioisotopes, a Macedonian gov- 
ernment institution based in Skopje. Ivan Grozdanov, 
a chemist at the center, made the further point that 
burning aircraft fuel is the primary source of strato- 
spheric nitrogen oxides which are severely damaging 
the ozone layer. 

Shame! Shame on Representative Bemie Sanders(VT), 
on Senator Barbara Boxer(CA), on Jesse Jackson, and 
on the other erstwhile "progressives" and their newly 
discovered bloodlust! Shame on the leader of the 
French Greens, Daniel Cohn-Bendit and on Joschka 
Fischer, the Green Party leader and Foreign Minister of 
Germany, who are all making this war possible. Bomb- 
ing a civilian population, destroying their water sup- 
ply, poisoning their crops — this is the "Green alterna- 
tive?" No. It is the very essence of modem warfare, of 
advanced technologies specifically designed and uti- 
lized to inflict terror and ravage human beings and 
nature alike because they refuse to accede to the 
demands of international capital — they simply won't 
do what "we" want? 

Surprisingly, it is Clinton himself, who in a little 
known statement made the day before the bombing 
began, that puts the US/NATO's rationale most suc- 
cinctly: "If we are going to have a strong economic 
relationship that includes our ability to sell around the 
world, Europe has got to be a key. That's what this 
Kosovo thing is all about. " ( The Nation, April 1 9, 1 999) 

Mitchel Cohen, a founder of the Red Balloon Collective, 
is an activist based in Brookly, New York. 


You asked for it, you got it! Here is the first 
installment of a new feature, "Classic Moments In 
Earth First! History. " This article is reprinted from 1 6 
years ago, Litha 1983. 

"If you don't get out of the way, I'm going to 
kill you!" screamed Plumley Construction Com- 
pany bulldozer driver Fred Brown to five Earth 
Firstlers blocking his path at the end of the 
remote road in the Siskiyou National Forest near 
Grants Pass, Oregon. But the five, Diana Warren, 
Molly Campbell, William Smith, Peter Swanson 
and Doug Norlen, stood firm. Brown charged 
them time and time again with the rear of his 
machine. Finally, he turned the big rig around 
and buried them with dirt from the blade. The 
fight for the North Kalmiopsis was, in Mike 
Roselle's words, "getting gnarly." 

The blockade to save 1 50,000 acres of remark- 
ably diverse primeval forest had begun two 
weeks earlier on April 25 when Mike Roselle, 
Steve Marsden, Pedro Tama and Kevin Everhart 
had shut down operations on the Bald Moun- 
tain Road construction project for three and 
one-half hours until Josephine County Sheriff's 
deputies arrived to arrest them... 

The Grants Pass Courier then featured an in- 
terview with bulldozer jockey Les Moore who 
had faced the first two groups. He told how he 
feared violence at the hands of the blockaders. 
His wife said that every morning when he left 
for work she worried that she would be a widow 
come nightfall... 

On Thursday, May 12, Dave Willis of Ashland 
and Dave Foreman set up a road block to stop 
the Plumley workers on their way to work. With 



Steve Marsden, Pedro Tama, Kevin Everhart and Mike Roselle. 


help of their support team, they pulled a downed 
tree into the road in front of them because, as 
Foreman said, "I don't want to be a hood orna- 
ment on a Plumley truck." 

At 6:00 a.m. a sheriff's deputy arrived and 
asked the men to move. They refused. The deputy 
then winched the log out of the way and parked 
500 feet in front of them. At 6:15 the Plumley 
sixpac pickup carrying five workers arrived and 
drove around the deputy vehicle. They tried to 
pass Willis on the inside of the road cut but 
Foreman stepped over and blocked their path. 
They then drove to the outside of the road bend 
where Foreman had previously stood. He stepped 
back in place. 

For a moment the blockaders faced off the 


truck. Then it shot forward hitting Foreman in 
the chest and knocking him back five feet. 
Again truck and man faced off. The truck pushed 
against Foreman. He pushed back. Les Moore, 
the driver of the truck, accelerated and pushed 
Forman back. With the truck firmly pressed 
against him, Forman had to backpedal to keep 
from being run down. As the truck went faster 
and faster, he could not get out of the way. He 
finally lost his balance and went down before 
the truck. He held onto the bumper for a few 
seconds and the truck finally stopped. The 
distance was later measured at 103 yards. 

The five construction workers piled out of the 
truck and surrounded Foreman who was lying 
half under the front of it. "You dirty communist 
bastard," yelled Les Moore. "Why don't you go 
back to Russia where you came from?" 

"But, Les," Foreman replied, "I'm a registered 
Republican..." 

The sheriff's department told the news media 
that there had been no assault, that Foreman 
had stepped in front of a moving vehicle and 
had been knocked down. They claimed the truck 
had immediately stopped. There was one thing 
that was wrong with their story. A UPI reporter 
had witnessed the entire incident and two TV 
stations had filmed it. The Forest Service and 
sheriff's department were caught in their cover- 
up when the television news aired that evening. 
The question remaining was: Had the authori- 
ties encouraged the construction workers to 
intimidate the blockaders?... 

For the rest of the story and other historic tales , send 
$4 for each back issue; $400 for all we got. 
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fi LETTER FROM NEflH BAY 


by Wayne Johnson 
Aradanas 


& Jennifer 


Immediately after the gray whale 
gave up its life to the Makah people 
on Monday morn- 
ing (May 17), our 
whaling crew prayed 
as best we could un- 
der the noise of cir- 
cling helicopters and 
the scrutiny of live 
television. Then, the 
crew members raised 
their paddles in the 
air and celebrated 
success. It was an oc- 
casion of great joy. 

Some people have criticized us for 
this celebration, saying that it 
should have been a somber 
event and that we should 
have mourned the whale in 
the way they imagine to 
be proper. I am so tired 
of non-Indians push- 
ing their values on the 
Makah people and 
telling us how and 
how not to be 
Makah. 

When the whale ar- 
rives on the beach, we don't 
mourn it. We thank it for giving 
itself to us; then we eat it. That is how 
we show respect. If it does not satisfy 
the emotional needs of many white 
people in America, I can only say that 
we have a long way to go before this 
society is truly multicultural. 

I am disturbed by the enthusiasm 
with which many people have criti- 
cized our culture. The ugly telephone 


“I am so tired of 
non-Indians 
pushing their 
values on the 
Makah people.” 




calls and e-mails show the worst 
side of intolerance. We have been 
told that we are lazy, drunk and 
barbaric, that our culture is a joke. 

Now that whales have been el- 
evated to near-dei- 
fied status in Euro- 
American culture 
and most people 
think that meat 
comes from shrink- 
wrapped packages, 
derogatory terms 
are once again di- 
rected at us. 

Some people sug- 
gest that our culture 
needs to "evolve." Non-Indians 
have frequently assumed that our 
culture is backward and needs to 
embrace whatever the Euro- 
American fad of the century 
is. In the late 1800s and 
early 1900s this energy 
was directed into turn- 
ing the Makah people 
into farmers. But our 
land and our people 
are not suited for 
farming. So we bent 
the pitchforks they 
sent us, turned them 
into halibut hooks and 
continued our life of har- 
vesting from the sea. 

At the whale hunt, protesters in 
nearby boats screamed insults and 
threw flares and smoke bombs. I 
was proud of the Makah crew mem- 
bers for ignoring them. They fo- 
cused on their paddling and 
drowned out the commotion by 
singing songs passed onto them by 
their grandfathers. It was 
these same songs that 
we sang on the beach 
to welcome and cel- 
ebrate the return of 
the whale. 

Wayne Johnson is 
the Captain of the 
Makah whaling crew. 


IN DEFENSE 

by Kenny 

Sea Defense Alliance is still on the 
scene near Neah Bay, WA. After ten 
weeks of being here and safely escort- 
ing many gray whales through the 
Makah huntinggrounds, 
the whalers finally got 
lucky. A juvenile whale 
on her way north from 
the lagoons of Baja, 
where she surely got a lot 
of positive attention 
from humans, had her 
trust violated when she 
swam under the whalers 
canoe. Instead of getting 
the attention that she was 
looking for, a harpoon 
was rammed in her back. 

Confused, scared and in 
pain, she tried to make a run for it only 
to be shot to death by a .50-caliber rifle. 
After she was towed in to the harbor, 
people danced on her corpse in jubila- 
tion. Seeing people happy about the 
death of an animal that was both beau- 
tiful and intelligent was sickening. 

We did not fail, however. Sea De- 
fense Alliance working with other 
groups safely escorted many gray 
whales through the area. Only when 
the US Coast Guard took away our 
boats and every line of defense that 
these creatures had were the whalers 
able to kill. The Makah did not hunt 
this whale, however. The actual hunt- 
ers were the Clinton/Gore administra- 
tion, the US Coast Guard, National 
Marine Fisheries and the National Oce- 
anic and Atmosphere Association. The 
only thing that the Makah whalers 
did was to throw the harpoon and pull 
the trigger. They could not have done 
this without the direct guidance and 
financial backing of the US govern- 
ment and Japanese and Norwegian 
whaling interests. The US government 
gave at least $425,000 in above board 
donations to the Makah earmarked 
for the hunt. 

The battle is not over just because 


OF WHALES 

one whale is dead, as tribal chairman 
Ben Johnson has already stated, "We're 
going to do it all over again." 

The best thing that we can do now is 
to not forget the life of that one whale 
and to focus our anger. Call your local 
media stations and let 
them know how you 
feel. Call president 
Clinton and Vice Presi- 
dent Gore and tell them 
to stop this before it 
can happen again. Call 
everyone involved and 
tell them to stop hunt- 
ing whales for the 
Makah. Call the US 
Coast Guard and tell 
them to start doing 
their job by protecting 
life at sea. Call your lo- 
cal representative and tell them to speak 
out against this travesty. 

Sea Defense Alliance will not let 
this rest. We are prepared to do what- 
ever we can to keep this from hap- 
pening again. We are working on 
getting our boats released. They are 
still in the custody of the US Coast 
Guards after being confiscated for 
violating a 500 yard exclusionary zone 
around the whales and hunters. The 
only boats allowed near marine mam- 
mals are the ones hunting, capturing 
or testing them. 

Thank you to everyone for your 
prayers and support. We could not 
have prevented the kill for this long 
without you. We still need your sup- 
port, however, as we have three heroes 
with us who are facing criminal charges 
for interfering with the hunt and pro- 
tecting these gentle giants. We may 
have to be out here again in the fall to 
prevent the killing of another whale. 
Boats, jet-skis, video cameras, marine 
band radios and money are desperately 
needed. Donations can be sent to 
SeDnA, POB 401, Williams, OR 97544; 
www.sedna.net. Also for the truth from 
the Makah themselves, visit their 
webpage at www.makah.org. 


“Seeing people 
happy about the 
death of an 
animal that was 
both beautiful 
and intelligent 
was sickening.” 


CANADIAN SEAT SLA'UQNDE'R CONTINUES 


by Patricia Gray & Rod Coronado 

After the ice pack surrounding Prince Edward 
Island (PEI) National Park began to break apart in 
late April, thousands of harp seal carcasses began 
washing ashore on the coastline of Cape Breton, 
Nova Scotia, Canada. Many seal skulls were exposed 
and deep lacerations ran the length of their girth; 
while other bodies had been split open from chin to 
tail or had their genitals removed. 

A report by the International Marine Mammal 
Association estimates that for the years 1996-98, 63 
percent of the annual seal kill (270,000 in 1999) is 
unaccounted for as a result of seals being clubbed or 
shot but not killed. The report goes on to state that 
when the incidental kill of seals in commercial fish- 
ing operations (approximately 30,000, according to 
the Newfoundland government) and other hunts in 
Canada and Greenland are factored in, as many as 
500,000 harp seals are being killed each year. 

Commercial sealing operations frequently consist 
of two crews. The first team will travel across the ice, 
clubbing as many seals as possible. A second crew 
will follow behind to skin the animals. Often during 
this process, seals that have only been stunned will 
regain consciousness and struggle back into the 
water. This is believed to be the source of the 
mutilated carcasses now washing ashore. 

Meanwhile, the Northeast Sealers Co-op says 
that an oversupply of pelts has led to a virtual 
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collapse in the seal fur market. Tina Fagan, execu- 
tive director of the Canadian Sealers' Association 
admits that the problem now facing members of 
the Sealing Industry Development Council and 
others in the industry is to not flood the market 
with more seals than it can take. "At this point in 
time even raising the total allowable catch without 



markets would be a wrong move," says Fagan. 

A sealer in the Change Islands recently lambasted 
the Newfoundland government's aggressive sealing 
policy saying, "What's aboard our boat (seals) we're 
gonna scatter them about the shore, and we're 
gonna get the protesters in with the cameras and 
show them how the government is managing the 


fishery, and Minister John Efford (Fisheries Minis- 
ter) is up there asking for a bigger quota, and here is 
we [sic] gotta go out and kill them and dump them. 
It don't make sense." 

An April report from the Fisheries Resource Conser- 
vation Council to the Canadian Minister of Fisheries 
and Oceans on the Gulf of St. Lawrence recommends 
upwards of a 50 percent reduction in the harp seal 
population. The report also recommends an experi- 
mental harvest of up to 20,000 grey seals on Sable 
Island and the establishment of "seal exclusion zones" 
in the Northumberland Strait and waters off New 
Brunswick, PEI and other areas. The 14 member Coun- 
cil represents the professional and economic interests 
of the commercial fishing industry and claims its 
intent is to protect the spawning and juvenile cod fish 
which many scientist conclude are the primary culprit 
in the collapse of the Eastern Canadian cod fishery. 
The report further states, "action must be taken imme- 
diately in order to improve opportunities for the 
conservation and recovery of cod and other ground- 
fish stocks, without waiting for absolute scientific 
proof of the effects of seal predation." Existing scien- 
tific data continues to identify overfishing as the 
greatest threat to cod and groundfish populations. 

For more information contact Patricia Gray, Presi- 
dent, Canadian Animal Distress Network and PEI 
Marine Mammal Stranding Network, 1 1 MarjorieCres- 
cent, Charlottetown, PEI, Canada, CIA 7V1; (902) 
569-4803; 569-2839 fax; p.a.gray@pei.sympatico.ca. 





A MAKAH ELDER SPEAKS 



The Issue 

by Rod Coronado 

For the past year, anti-whaling forces have 
rallied against the Makah Tribe of Washington's 
plans to resume whaling under rights granted 
to the tribe in a 1855 treaty. The Makah who 
support the hunt (there is opposition from 
within the tribe) claim whaling is part of their 
ancient culture, and that the hunt will instill 
pride and empower youth who stand to lose 
their cultural identity. 

Anti-whalers argue cultural preservation 
doesn't justify killing intelligent animals em- 
blematic of the larger environmental and ani- 
mal rights struggle. They fear that by exercis- 
ing treaty rights to whale, the Makah will pave 
the way for whaling countries like Japan and 
Norway to also claim cultural whaling rights 
and undermine the moratorium on commer- 
cial whaling. Historically, the Makah are whal- 
ers. But their survival no longer depends on it. 
By asserting cultural, rather than subsistence 
whaling rights, the Makah validate other 
nation's attempts to call commercial whaling 
cultural heritage" (and while the US govern- 


ment supports Makah whaling rights, it is not a 
champion of indigenous sovereignty). If the US 
was truly concerned with treaty rights, it would 
uphold its 1,200 broken treaties instead of sup- 
porting tribal sovereignty only when it circum- 
vents environmental laws. 

The predominantly Anglo environmental and ani- 
mal rights movements also fail to address the "eco- 
imperialism" issue, whereby greater rights are ascribed 
to some animals, while indigenous peoples are denied 
the right to self-determination. This demonstrates 
intolerance for indigenous peoples' relationships to 
land and animals that are viewed by non-natives as 
morally reprehensible. Members of the anti-whaling 
coalition also claim they are not "anti-Indian," yet 
alliances exist with parties such as Representative Jack 
Metcalf (R-WA), who has a long anti-sovereignty, anti- 
environmental voting record, and ties to anti-Indian, 
right-wing organizations. 

This year 140 gray whales were slaughtered in the 
Bering Sea for fur farm feed, 65 have washed up dead 
on beaches due to unknown causes, and gray whale 
breeding grounds in Baja California are threatened 
by a proposed Mitsubishi corporation salt plant. 
These issues received little attention compared to the 
Makah's plan to kill 20 whales over a five year period. 
Clearly the targeting of indigenous peoples is capital- 


Interview with Alberta Thompson 


EF!J: Opposition to the whale hunt is presented as 
Indians against animal rights and environmental activists. 
Do you think there is any legitimacy behind accusations 
that this is meant to fracture an otherwise powerful 
coalition between these movements? 

AT: Some of the people outside [Neah Bay] call anti- 
whaling people racist, but they're not against Indians, 
they're against the killing of whales, which I, as an 
Indian, am against, especially for nothing. To get rid 
of the whale they caught the other day [May 18] 
they're having a great big party and they're serving it 
at that party, so it will be eaten up like the IWC 
[International Whaling Commission] said to do. 

EF!J: In the 1 970s the American Indian Movement 
and local traditionals were targeted for their criticism of 
tribal councils who were more willing to serve big 
business than the people and lands' best interests. Do 
you think some Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) tribal 
governments still serve big business before their own 
people's interests? 

AT: This is my own interpretation. When the BIA 
takes a side when there's a split on the reservation, that 
is their main reason, to split that tribe in half. When 


ized upon by media who portray Indians against 
environmental and animal rights activists, in- 
cluding blow by blow reports from helicopters 
hovering above Neah Bay. 

The Earth First! Journal believes that all parties 
in the Makah whaling issue need to be heard. 
With constructive debate, those people who 
desire a life in balance with other species, re- 
gardless of their race, can find common ground. 
Division among the oppressed is to the detri- 
ment of all but the oppressor. 

Alberta Thompson is probably the Makah's 
most vocal whaling opponent and a respected 
elder. She has suffered threats and intimidation 
for her staunch position and has lost her job, 
had her dog killed and seen her daughter's land 
rights revoked for criticizing official tribal policy. 
Like elders in the Big Mountain, Minnehaha, 
Mt. Graham and Buffalo Nations campaigns, 
Thompson represents indigenous resisters eager 
to strengthen unity with all people who have an 
earth-centered vision. 


pay not to do certain things, like farming. Paying 
us not to kill whales. 

EFIJ: Chief Tom Mexsis Happynook from the Nuu 
Chah Nulth Nation went to Japan 's Whaling Festival 
in Tokyo where he gave his blessing to Japan's com- 
mercial whaling operations. Do you think the preser- 
vation of indigenous North American culture is just 
the commercial whaling industry's latest ploy to 
avoid commercial whaling restrictions? 

-AT: It definitely looks like it. I believe Tribal 
Chairman Johnson also went to Japan just before 
he went to the IWC last year. 

EF!J: Indigenous traditional communities living in har- 
mony with nature have much to teach the non-native 
world. Yet some pre-Conquest culture would today be 
morally unacceptable. Do you think it is necessary to 
practice such elements of our past to preserve the culture 
and tradition that accompanied it? 

AT: There I would quote the Quilliute Tribe, which 
is just south of us. They made a statement that we 
don't have to kill a whale to keep our tradition. We 
know our traditions, we know what we've done in 
the past, we know what we're doing now, and we 



against you to begin with. That's what Mexican 
indigenous peoples down there were so upset about; 
what could they do? 

EFIJ: On the Kamchatka Peninsula in Siberia, indig- 
enous peoples kill 1 40 gray whales each year to provide 
food on fur farms. What is your opinion on this type of 
abuse of subsistence whaling rights? 

AT: I think that's about the worse thing they 
could do. I heard at the Monaco IWC meeting that 
the IWC really told them off about doing that and 
if they continued to do it then they would lose a lot 
of their whaling rights. I am happy our treaty binds 
us from selling the whale meat because right there 
in the treaty it says, we the Makah agree not to 


we get split in half we're weak. We have a hard time 
judging what's right and wrong. 

EFIJ: Do you think the Makah Tribal Council is hiding 
behind the shield of cultural preservation and indigenous 
sovereignty to cover-up a financially-motivated agenda? 

AT: They say tradition, well the first part of whaling, 
the tradition is you spend a year of a clean life, 
spiritually clean, and they didn't do that. Three of 
them didn't pass a drug test. I was at court where one 
of them had a DUI against him and he was found 
guilty. But he had the common sense, the good sense 
of stepping down, not getting back in that canoe. But 
the three that didn't pass the drug test stayed in that 
canoe, so this is certainly not tradition. Right over 
television you see this boat towing this whale... and 
they towed it Until they were almost into the bay and 
they then switched it over to the canoe...That is not 
tradition. The gun is not tradition. The way they 
disrespected that baby killed, by jumping on it and 
dancing on it is horrible. 

EFIJ: Native Americans in the US suffer the highest rates 
of alcoholism, poverty, suicide, infant mortality anti 
unemployment of any people in this country and suddenly 
the Department of Commerce, US Coast Guard and other 
federal agencies are devoting so many resources to assist the 
Makah's gray whale hunt. Why is this? 

AT: The lady l from the Department of Com- 
merce] that I sat next to on my trip to the IWC 
meeting told me, 'We are afraid not to help the 
Makah.' That's when I told her, 'That's easy, you 
can just do like you did to all the other people you 


can pass all of this on to our children. 

EFIJ: Y aqui communities still practice deer dances 
and songs which were our way of requesting permis- 
sion to huntthe deer which very few Yaqui now do, yet 
the culture surrounding the hunt survives. Is it neces- 
sary for the Makah to kill whales in order to preserve 
the culture surrounding whaling? 

AT: No, because in the first place we've lost a lot 
of it because it's been 80 years since hunting the 
whale and we've lost a lot of the things we used to 
do during the whale hunt. They say aboriginal 
subsistence, but there isn't that many people so 
poor here that a whale is going to fill their tum- 
mies. We are blessed by living on the oceanside, 
we can catch fish, we can get mussels, we can get 
clams and all that rock food. We have grounds 
that could produce potatoes and all those veg- 
etables. We are not hurting, we're not poor. Even 
during the Great Depression we didn't even know 
we were in it because we were eating. 

EFIJ: The Mitsubishi corporation plans to build a 
salt refinery in the heart of the Pacific gray whale's 
breeding grounds . Do you think environmentalists and 
animal rights activists have an obligation to fight 
threats to the gray whale elsewhere in the world? 

AT: Definitely. We went down there in 1997, to 
Baja, Mexico, to protest against Mitsubishi, and 
we each wrote a letter to Mitsubishi. But you know 
that's the biggest corporation in the world so it 
would be hard. The president of Mexico is in favor 
of that salt plant so you've got a couple strikes 


trade with the Indians across from us in Canada or 
any other dominion outside of the United States, 
so that binds us. 

EFIJ: I'm sure the Makah have stories that tell of 
your relationship to whales. Do you think we as indig- 
enous peoples are capable of returning to a way of life 
that honors our sacred relationship to the natural world 
without the invader breaking or exploiting our ancient 
bond with nature? 

AT: There is a tribe in the northern part of Vancouver 
Island and I love what they say. They say the whale 
did take care of us, he did feed us, we ate the whale 
and now it's our turn to return that favor. So now we 
are just going to honor the whale and we're going to 
protect the whale. There are so many things that they 
did not do correctly in this hunt. I could start crying. 
They didn't tow that whale, a deep sea diver went and 
closed its mouth and that's not tradition. The way 
the media explained it they were a mile offshore 
when they caught the whale and we're supposed to 
be way more than that offshore, and they caught a 
little baby. They're saying it was three years-old, but 
it's not. And it was not cut up by Makahs. The whale 
was cut up by one Alaskan Indian, and when he got 
mad he quit, saying, 'Where are the Makahs, where 
is the Captain of the crew, why isn't he cutting this 
up?' He said, 'I quit.' So the National Marine Fisheries 
took over and they cut it. You should have seen all of 
us anti -whaling people, we could hardly talk without 
crying the day that they killed the baby. The media 
won't say baby, they just say whale. 
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Long Journey to Save the Sierra 


by Randall Gingrich 

In April, 109 indigenousTarahumara from a pueblo 
deep in the heart of Mexico's Sierra Madre, Pino 
Gordo, began an arduous journey to Chihuahua 
City in a last ditch effort to stop the logging and 
theft of their traditional lands. Four elder shamans 
led the Tarahumara who peacefully protested for re- 
establishment of their agrarian rights and an imme- 
diate halt to logging in disputed territory. Armed 
with banners, they conducted a dignified march to 
the Governors Palace where they held a silent vigil 
until governmental leaders agreed to meet. 

Tarahumara leaders eloquently spoke to state and 
federal agencies who avoided responsibility for the 
theft of their lands. The Tarahumara testified that 
they had always lived in Pino Gordo, that the trees 
were planted by Onoruame (God) and could not be 
sold by man and that they only wanted to live in 
peace in their forests. 

Governmental negotiations were led by Ismael 
Diaz Carrillo of the State Secretariat and the 
Environmetal Secretariat (SEMARNAP) authorities. 
Carillo allegedly owns interest in a number of saw- 
mills and small logging operations in the Sierra. In 
1994, while he was Municipal President in Guachochi, 
local police beat and tortured eight Tarahumara for 
collaborating with the Sierra Madre Alliance (SMA). 
SEMARNAP officials are equally connected with an 
extensive logging Mafia with ties to major drug 
traffickers. Other agencies, with the exception of the 
National Indigenous Institute, appear to be taking 
the lead from Carrillo and SEMARNAP. 

Government agencies, led by the State Secretariat, 
refuse to acknowledge the Tarahumara claims which 
are backed by historic documents and anthropologic 
studies. The government continues to seek a way to 
cover involvement of SEMARNAP and land tenure 
agencies' facilitation of the fraud — just one crime 
among thousands that have devastated 99 percent of 
all Tarahumara forests in the past 40 years. 

Pino Gordo is one of 

the last great treasures 
of Mexico's Sierra Hk| 

Madre. This isolated HHj mtri .. 

ejido has escaped the "■'* nln 
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Pino Gordo lies more HSK — « ■ 

than 20,000 acres of jg I 
old- growth forests. ■ jj _ 

These forests are im- 
minently threatened 

by the logging plans by outside interests that would 
defraud 103 Tarahumara families of their land rights 
and leave residents in dire economic straits while also 
destroying habitat for a dozen threatened and en- 
dangered species, including thick-billed parrots. 

In the Mexican state of Chihuahua, the Sierra 
Tarahumara is one of Mexico's poorest regions and 
for some 6,000 years has been home to several 
indigenous nations. Until recently, the Sierra's rug- 
ged terrain meant that native people enjoyed a great 
deal of isolation from external influences and were 
able to maintain their traditional ways of life. In 
recent years, however, logging activity in the Sierra 
Tarahumara has increased dramatically — sparking 
conflict between the Tarahumara and outside inter- 
ests including drug-runners and marijuana and 
heroin-poppy cultivators; bringing violence and 
intense social disruption, even between indigenous 
communities themselves. 

Over 99 percent of Sierra Madre forests have been 
impacted by logging, with devastating environmen- 
tal, economic and cultural consequences. Land wars 
have seen Indian villages lose traditional hunting 
grounds and farming areas while over-extraction has 
resulted in erosion and damage to fields. Conflict 
over the Sierra's resources has meant that many 
Tarahumara have been caught between their tradi- 
tional ways of life and the influence of outsiders who 
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often play them off against one another. 

According to activists working in the re- 
gion, a review of the case history of Pino 
Gordo suggests a long history of attempts to 
defraud the community of their lands and 
forests, involving officials from many gov- 
ernment agencies, corrupted local leaders, a 
neighboring Mestizo community and log- 
ging cartels. 

A special government commission visited 
Pino Gordo in April producing a report, 
drafted by Diaz Carrillo that sanctified log- 
ging as legal and placed the Tarahumara 
from Pino Gordo in the neighboring com- 
munity of Coloradas de los Chavez, completely strip- 
ping their indigenous autonomy and setting the 
stage for logging the remaining old growth. The 
report has no legal backing and no official signature. 
Further negotiations resulted in an agreement to stop 
logging until the land tenure issue was resolved. The 
agreement was signed by a number of key agencies, 
but the logging permits have not been revoked. 

Illegal logging within Tarahumara ejido lands be- 
gan in December 1998, and agrarian agencies, prin- 
cipally the Procuraduria Agraria, have refused to rule 
on the Tarahumara's protests. The agencies recog- 
nize a questionable ejido registry submitted in 1995 
by a backer of logging interests. The Federal Agrarian 
Reform Commission (RAN) and SEMARNAP are try- 
ing to change the ejido boundaries on paper to make 
the logging legal. Documents obtained from RAN 
dating from 1965 to the present irrefutably recognize 
the boundaries of Pino Gordo. 

In 1995, Raul Aguirre, a Tarahumara from the 
Pino Gordo community of El Durazno, changed the 
ejido register with RAN, leaving 103 families with- 
out rights to their lands. Seventeen surviving elders 
from the original ejido register of 1965 were ex- 
cluded. Agrarian rights were granted to many people 
living outside the ejido, including Aguirre, who was 
also named ejido commissioner with official recog- 
nition. Aguirre is determined to log 
Pino Gordo and was awarded govern- 
ment funding through PRODEFOR, 
an agency that distributes state and 
H federal funds for forest planning and 
. JH development to initiate forest exploi- 

tation — despite SEMARNAP agree- 
fl ments not approving the funding. 

* n t * ie community of Coloradas de 
los Chavez, logging began in May of 
M jfri 1998, but PROFEPA conducted an in- 
competent investigation of environ- 
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Silently waiting for the Governor 


mental damage claims filed in August, finding no 
damages despite photos and global positioning 
system measurements documenting forestry code 
violations. SEMARNAP hesitated to release infor- 
mation on logging permits in Colorado de los 
Chavez or grant funds for logging studies in the 
disputed zone and in January of 1999 reinitiated 
the logging permit there. 

Activists are contemplating a remobilization of 
the community, bringing more demonstrators to 
Chihuahua, while sending a delegation to Mexico 
City. The environmental case may be brought to 
the NAFTA Commission for Environmental Co- 
operation. Letters of protest and financial support 
are badly needed. Sierra Madre Alliance has been 


Indigenous Tarahumara march to Chihuahua 

assisting Pino Gordo and numerous other 
Tarahumara and Tepehuan communities since 
1992. At stake are virgin forests, critical wildlife 
corridors to the United States, endangered species 
and some of the most traditional aboriginal com- 
munities in North America. 

In 1994 and 1995, 13 Tarahumara ejidos proposed 
to protect all, or part, of their forests. SMA and 
Mexican partners are currently working to register 
two of these ejidos as protected areas to serve as a 
model for others. Other current SMA projects include 
establishing a Tepehuan women's craft cooperative, 
indigenous leadership training, strategic planning 
with at a organizational and community level, me- 
dicinal plant studies, integrated community health 
education, migratory bird studies, conservation land 
acquisitions and a campaign to save the endangered 
thick-billed parrot. 

The Sierra Madre Alliance is dedicated to the 
preservation of biological and cultural heritage of 
the northern Sierra Madre Occidental of Mexico. 
SMA integrates conservation, restoration, civil 
rights and appropriate development projects in 
Tarahumara and Tepehuan communities, striving 
for a balance between conservation of nature and 
local needs. SMA is dedicated to preserving the 
remaining old-growth forests and restoring the 
remaining forests in the Sierra through commu- 
nity based ecosystem management and private 
land acquisitions that provide local benefits and 
respect traditional use of forests. SMA programs are 
planned and implemented with participation of 
traditional indigenous leaders and with respect to 
their customs and rights. 

The Tarahumara village demands the following: 

1. That the ejido register be amended to recog- 
nize the 22 ejiditarios from the original register of 
1965 who are still alive. These elders will recog- 
nize the rest of the community members living 
within the boundaries granted the ejido in 1965 
and later annexes. 

2. That ejido elections be conducted to remove 
Raul Aguirre from office. 

3. That Procuraduria Agraria and RAN recognize 
the ejido limits designated in 1992. 

4. That ejido Pino Gordo be reimbursed for all 
timber taken by Coloradas de los Chavez and log- 
ging contractors. 

5. That logging roads be closed immediately. 

6. That logging permits for Coloradas de los Chavez 
remain revoked until the previous demands are met. 

7. Investigation of the negligence of Procuraduria 
Agraria, RAN, PROFEPA and SEMARNAP. 

8. Halt to dispersion of PRODEFOR funds to 
Raul Aguirre. 

The Tarahumara of Pino Gordo ask that letters be 
sent to Julia Carabias, the director of SEMARNAP, 
Mexican President, Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de Leon, 
and the governor of Chihuahua, Patricio Martinez . 

Contact the Sierra Madre Alliance, POB 41416, 
Tucson, AZ 85717-1416; (520) 326-2863; 
sierrarg@igc.apc.org. 

Julia Carabias, Director SEMARNAP, Lateral Anillo 
Periferico Sur 4209 Fracc., Jardines en la Montana, 
Mexico 14210; DF (5) 628-0600 ext. 232. 

President Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de Leon, Los Pinos, 
Puerta Central, ler Piso Colonia San Miguel 
Chapultepec Del Miguel Hidalgo, Mexico 11850. 

Governor Patricio Martinez, Palacio Gobierno, 
Calle Aldama y Venustiano Carranza, Colonia 
Centro, 31000 Chihuahua, Chihuahua; (Oil) (52) 
(14) 29-33-00. 
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Nearly 200 human rights and envi- 
ronmental activists joined leaders of 
Colombia's U'wa people in a march 
through Los Angeles on April 28 to 
protest Occidental Petroleum's 
(Oxy) planned drilling on the 
tribe's rainforest homeland. The 
demonstrators massed in front 
of the oil company's headquar- 
ters at Wilshire and Westwood 
Boulevard's with signs and gi- 
ant banners demanding Oxy 
cancel its proposed project im- 
mediately. The U'wa, a tradi- 
tional community of 5,000 in- 
digenous people who live in the 
Colombian forests, have vowed 
to commit mass suicide if Occi- 
dental Petroleum drills on their 
sacred ancestral homeland. 

Twenty of the demonstrators 
marched out onto Wilshire Boule- 
vard chanting, "Oxy out of U'wa 
land." When they blocked traffic in 
front of the company's main en- 
trance, all were arrested by the Los 
Angeles Police Department. Kelly 


Quirke of Rainforest Action Network 
(RAN) who was arrested commented, 
"If the U'wa are willing to kill them- 
selves to stop Oxy's drilling, getting 
arrested is the least I can do to make 
sure it doesn't happen." On April 30, 
protests were held simultaneously 
in 10 US cities, as well as in Colom- 
bia, Peru and Canada. 


In Washington DC, the Colom- 
bian Ambassador to the US met with 
human rights and indigenous leaders, 
and U'wa leaders Berito Kuwaru'wa 


and Roberto Perez came to Los Ange- 
les to speak directly to Oxy at the 
company's annual shareholders meet- 
ing. Kuwaru'wa sang a traditional song 
in the U'wa language, describing pe- 
troleum as "the blood of the Earth." 
He then asked each individual share- 
holder to encourage the com- 
pany to cancel the oil project 
planned for their ancestral 
territory. The U'wa's plea is 
particularly urgent as Occi- 
dental has applied for an en- 
vironmental license from the 
Colombian government to 
drill its first well on land the 
U'wa hold sacred. 

The U'wa live next to Oxy's 
existing Cano Limon oil 
project. The pipeiine is a mag- 
£ net for rebel, military and 
paramilitary activity. Accord- 
ing to Oxy's figures it has 
been bombed 23 times in the 
past year and 500 times in its 12-year 
history. The bombings have spilled 
roughly 1.7-million barrels of crude oil 
into Colombia's rainforest and rivers. 
The U'wa are fearful that this violence 
and pollution will harm them and scar 
their traditional territory if the project 
goes forward. On March 4, the U'wa 
had a grim preview of things to come 


when three Americans who were help- 
ing the U'wa set up educational pro- 
grams were kidnapped and murdered 
(see EF !} May-June 1 999). 

Shareholders, led by the 
Sinsinawa Dominican Sis- 
ters, sponsored a resolution 
at Oxy's annual meeting. A 
major victory was scored 
when 13 percent of Occiden- 
tal Petroleum shareholders, 
totaling over 40,000,000 
^ shares, voted in favor of car- 
| rying out an analysis of the 
1 risks associated with. the oil 
4 project planned. Terence 
Frietas, the 24-year-old Los 
Angeles activist murdered in 
March, had coordinated the 
U'wa Defense Working 
Group and worked with the Domini- 
can Sisters to draft the resolution. 

Julie Frietas, Terence's mother, ad- 
dressed the protesters at the march, 
imploring the gathered activists to 
remember the work of her son and 
support the U'wa in their campaign to 
stop the oil project on their lands. She 
stated, "We have a lot to learn from 
peace-loving people like the U'wa and 
must work to protect indigenous cul- 
tures." This vote shows that concern 
over the project slated for U'wa lands 
has gone beyond Colombia and activ- 
ist circles to top influential sharehold- 
ers. "The company can no longer af- 
ford to ignore the issue," explained 
Shannon Wright of RAN. 

To provide context of the victory, 
Atossa Soltani, director of Amazon 
Watch commented, "Three percent of 
McDonald's shareholders voted in fa- 
vor of eliminating styrofoam packag- 
ing, and the company took action. 
Also, some 10 percent of Sun Oil share- 
holders voted to have the company 
adopt the strict environmental guide- 
lines for its operations, and today Sun 
has put in place such standards. I don't 
believe Oxy can go ahead with this 
project without upsetting its major 
shareholders— a foolhardy thing for a 
company to do." 



Los Angeles sees bright speeches and big banners. 



% 'Demand from the President of the traditional Wm Council 


The following is an international communique from the 
association of traditional U'wa authorities, Kerachikara, 
sacred U'wa territory, Colombia — April 1999 by Roberto 
Perez Gutierrez, President of the Traditional U'wa Council. 
Roberto Afanador Cobaria Berito Kubaruwa, Official 
Delegate of the Traditional U'wa Authorities and Javier 
Vesga Florez, advisor to the Traditional U'wa Council 
For thousands of years the U'wa people have lived in 
territories known today as the Departments of Casanare, 
Arauca, Boyaca, Santander and North of Santander, 
Colombia. This gives us the right to demand that the 
Colombian government and multinational oil corpo- 
rations fully recognize and respect our territory, as well 
as all resources that belong to us, all of which are 
recognized as ours by the National Constitution and 
national and international laws. The U'wa people have 
consistently reiterated that we will not give up our 
ancient rights to the interests of the state and multina- 
tional companies. In Colombia we have exhausted all 
existing legal channels to solve the conflict between 
the U'wa and Occidental Petroleum. None of our 
efforts in Colombia have produced the necessary mea- 
sures needed to respect the rights of the U'wa people. 
Because the Colombian government has not recog- 
nized our rights as a distinct people, we have been 
obliged to reach out to the national and international 


community (governments, environmental and human 
rights organizations and indigenous peoples — all who 
work for life and peace). They have, without restraint, 
joined our cause. The lack of recognition and violation by 
the Colombian government and multinational corpora- 
tions (i.e. Occidental) of the historical rights and heritage 
of the U'wa people forces us to demand the following: 

• We reaffirm the demand of the U'wa people for the 
cancellation of oil activities in our ancestral territory. 

• We express the urgent need for the recuperation of our 
land, to which we have a right, in order to guarantee life. 
The Colombian government should promise to enlarge 
the existing reserve and to respect our ancestral territories. 

• We reaffirm that for the U'wa, our territory, natural 
resources and our people are not objects to be negotiated. 
They should be respected according the laws of nature. 

Objectives: 

• Consolidate international solidarity in support of our 
just cause for territory, culture and oral history. 

• Demonstrate with concrete examples the destructive 
processes that oil activities such as Oxy's bring to our 
people and our environment. 

• Demonstrate that the model of development pro- 
moted by the U'wa people is an alternative for all human- 
ity that will guarantee the life of this planet under the 
principles of sustainable development. 



"Honoring the Mother" 

Around 700 people gathered at the 
Nevada Test Site from May 7-10 to 
celebrate Mother's Day and demand 
an end to radioactive poisoning. 

May 10, 1 75 activists participated 
in a Western Shoshone occupation of 
the Test Site by entering the site, erect- 
ing a teepee and joining in a Sunrise 
Ceremony led by Corbin Harney. 
Lands for the Nevada Test Site were 
seized from the Shoshone in 1948, 
forcibly relocating 100 families. This 
was only the second time since 1947 
that the Shoshone have been able to 
have morning prayer on this portion 
of the 1,250 square-mile site. 

Another teepee was set up five miles 
inside the Test Site perimeter, high on 
a ridgetop overlooking Mercury, NV. A 
Sunrise Ceremony was the celebrated 
by activists there. A third teepee was 
erected well inside the front entrance, 
visible to the thousands of arriving 
workers. Around one hundred people 
were at the front gate greeting workers 
and entertaining Test Site guards. 

The arrestees were detained and 
released on site. They are unlikely 
to face prosecution, as the US gov- 
ernment has avoided the issue of 
the treaty with the Shoshone for 
some time. 

Occupation in Thailand 

More than 5,000 villagers occu- 
pied the Pak Mun Dam site in Thai- 
land on March 23 to demand com- 
pensation from the Thai government 
and the Washington DC-based 
World Bank. 

Eight groups of villagers affected 
by various development projects — 
including six dams— -in Northern 
Thailand have united at Pak Mun to 
demand reparations from the Thai 
government. The villagers have set 
up a settlement near the dam. 

In a statement released on March 
23, the villagers said, "We, the people 
who have been affected by develop- 
ment projects, have chosen to seize 
Pak Mun Dam because this dam is 
the symbol of development, which 
has caused us serious social and en- 
vironmental problems. We will fight 
until we have justice and the dam 
builders resolve our problems." 

The Pak Mun villagers are demand- 
ing compensation of 1 5 rai (2.4 acres) 
of land for the 3,080 fishing families 
who have lost fisheries income be- 
cause of the project. 

The cost of this would amount to 
approximately $45 million. If the 
Thai government and World Bank 
fail to respond, villagers are demand- 
ing that the dam gates be opened to 
allow fish to migrate upstream. 

The 136MWPakMunDam, which 
was completed in 1994, was built by 
the Electricity Generating Authority 
of Thailand with $24 million in fi- 
nancing from the World Bank. 

• ■■■ ■■ ■' 

Kyrgyzstan Rebellion 

Local villagers in the Issyk-Kul re- 
gion of Kyrgyzstan shut down the 
Kumtor gold mine from May 4-8 and 
prevented 55 trucks from entering the 
mine. Two trucks were destroyed in 
the battle between the protesters and 
local police. The residents were pro- 
testing against a local official named 
Bolotbek Kurmanbekov, who has been 
accused of embezzling money given to 
the community as compensation after 
a Kumtor truck with 20 tons of sodium 
cyanide crashed into the Barkoon River 
on May 20. At least four people died, 
about 2, 600 people were poisoned and 
more than 1,000 were hospitalized. 
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DEFEND COLORADO’S LYNX! 




“We can’t let Vail make money 
off the destruction of our 
public national forests at the 
lynx’s expense.” 


Colorado demonstrate such historic lynx presence 
which has continued to the present day. At this 
point it seems biologically prudent to maintain the 
viability of these bowls rather than risk the perma- 
nent displacement of lynx from the area. " VA biolo- 
gists state in the report that there is "no question 
that lynx exist at the Vail Ski Area" and that the area 
provides "optimal lynx habitat." This report vindi- 
cates all who have been fighting to save the Two Elks 
on behalf of the lynx. More importantly, the report 
highlights the need for activists to act now to 
preserve this ecologically important habitat. 

Even more alarming, the report states, "the Service 
also finds that the Cat III project, as proposed, is 
likely to adversely affect the lynx and may contribute 
to the ultimate extirpation [i.e. extinction] and di- 
minish the potential for recovery of the lynx in the 
Southern Rockies ecosystem." The USFWS deter- 
mined in the report that lynx can only cross Inter- 
state 70 through underpasses west of Vail. Loss of this 
vital corridor due to the Vail expansion would leave 
two isolated nonviable lynx populations. 

This further imperilment of the endangered lynx 
and its ecosystem is doubly objectionable as the 
destruction is on public land, unknowingly subsi- 
dized by the American public. For every $ 1 made by 
VA, the USFS receives less than two cents. In 1997 
VA made $291 million from ski operations on pub- 
lic lands. VA will exterminate the lynx from the 
Southern Rockies ecosystem to increase its profits 
unless we do something about it. 

Top biologists at USFWS's Colorado office say 


by Arctic Wolf 


At some point we must draw a line across 
the ground of our home and our being, drive 
a spear into the land, and say to the bull- 
dozers, earthmovers, government and cor- 
porations, "thus far and no farther . " 

— Edward Abbey 

Last October, the US Forest Service 
(USFS) gave the go ahead for Vail Re- 
sorts/Vail Associates (VA) to rip a three- 
mile long road into the Two Elks 
Roadless Area in Colorado. VA plans to 
continue the destruction on July 1, 

Decimation Day. Over 4,100 acres of 
high alpine forests containing stands 
of old-growth spruce, aspens and the 
best lynx habitat in the Southern 
Rockies is in imminent danger of being 
destroyed by VA's corporate greed. Earth 
First!, Rocky Mountain Animal Defense, 

Ancient Forest Rescue and other 
grassroots activists will be there staring 
down the bulldozers, armed only with 
our steadfast belief in the protection of 
Mother Earth. 

VA and the USFS repeatedly insisted to the press 
last October there were no lynx in Colorado and 
that protection of the Two Elks Category III (Cat III) 
expansion on behalf of the lynx was a moot point. 
Activists knew they were lying, and now an official 
report and memos released this spring by the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) reveal the impor- 
tance of the Vail expansion area to the imperiled 
lynx and the government's own internal campaign 
to ignore the existence of the species in Colorado. 
The report was the outcome of a conference be- 
tween the USFWS and the Colorado Division of 
Wildlife required under the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) when a species proposed for listing might be 
affected by projects on public lands. The memos 
came to light in a search of USFWS files by the 
Boulder-based, Land and Water Fund of the Rockies. 

The report states, "Only a few, isolated areas in 


fall, months before the report was issued, 
VA was permitted to build a three-mile 
long, 30-foot-wide road into the Cat III 
area. But the majority of old-growth for- 
ests and optimal lynx habitat remains 
untouched. We must act now to protect 
this crucial, pristine area from corporate- 
terrorist devastation! We invite the world 
to join us on July 1, in the spirit of Edward 
Abbey, Julia Butterfly Hill and Martin 
Luther King, to stand before the destroy- 
ers and say "thus far and no farther!" 

foin us in the White River National Forest, 
from June 29-July 5 to kick off an escalated 
resistance to VA plans to fragment 4,300- 
acres of the Two Elks Roadless Area. The 
old-growth forests and high-alpine ecosys- 
tem within the target zone are home to 72 
mammal, 202 bird and five amphibian 
nations. These animals and their home- 
lands are counting on you. Contact the 
Coalition to Stop Vail Expansion at (303) 
545-6203; www.stopvail.net 

Victim of politics. This lynx was kidnapped from Canada for speedy reintroduction. 


superiors discouraged them from stopping projects 
that jeopardize lynx habitat. Biologist Gary Patton, 
who has studied lynx intensively said, "That was 
pretty much the gist of what we were told. Basically, 
it wasn't stated as an order, per se, but it was stated 
as, they're not likely to go along with any jeopardy 
calls that we make." 

The memo reveals the trend by USFWS to impede 
endangered species investigations throughout the 
country as highlighted in a December 1997 report by 
Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility, 
which documented the USFWS' systematic sabotage 
of endangered species protection in the US. 

In a January memo, Patton and Lee Carlson, the 
Colorado USFWS field supervisor (its highest official 
in the state) claimed officials in the agency's regional 
office ordered that lynx habitat not be classified as 
being in jeopardy "under any circumstances." A 
March memo stated reasons why lynx habitat should 
be preserved, including how the failure to act quickly 
to protect other threatened species like the black- 
footed ferret had "brought us perilously close to loss 
of the species and resulted in unnecessary losses of 
important habitat recovery potential." 

The memos were drafted when USFWS analyzed the 
Cat III proposal and when regional USFWS director 
Ralph Morganweck failed to declare that the project 
jeopardizes lynx habitat. Patton is among those biolo- 
gists who still believed lynx live in Colorado's 
backcountry and views the fragmentation of their 
habitat by development as a threat to their survival. 

The USFWS report further indicates that VA now 
owns the 6,000-acre Gilman property adjacent to Cat 
III. For years, VA denied it had plans to purchase and 
develop this property. But the report revealed that 
Vail plans to build million-dollar ski in/ski out homes 
on land seven miles from the present ski area but only 
one mile from the Cat III expansion area and that the 
cumulative effects of the development of Cat III and 
Gilman may lead to the permanent loss of the Vail 
area as a functional lynx habitat. This means that 
Vail's expansion will actually destroy approximately 
10,000 acres of undisturbed wilderness. 

These revelations come one year after US District 
Judge Gladys Kessler severely chastised the USFWS 
for moving too slowly to protect the lynx in the 48 
contiguous states. Kessler hinted in an unusual 
ruling that she would step in to protect the lynx 
unless the agency initiated ESA protection. It now 
appears the USFWS hopes to delay the court-or- 
dered ESA lynx listing from 30 days to six months 
allowing habitat destruction to take place in Colo- 
rado and elsewhere before the lynx can benefit from 
federal statutory protection. We can't let Vail make 
money off the destruction of our public national 
forests at the lynx's expense. 

Last summer, Martha Kettle, district supervisor for 
the White River National Forest, promised that de- 
struction of the Two Elks Roadless Area would not 
begin until USFWS had completed its conferencing 
opinion on the effects of the expansion. She lied. Last 


LYNX SIGHTED 
IN COLO RADO! 

Lynx are living in Rocky Mountain National Park 
according to Park Service Ranger, Jim Detterline, 
who saw one of the elusive cats last December. It is 
the first credible lynx sighting in more than a 
quarter century. State and federal officials have 
received numerous reports of lynx sightings in Colo- 
rado in recent years, but they were discounted as 
having been made by people without the training to 
distinguish a lynx from a bobcat. 

Detterline, a ranger in Rocky Mountain National 
Park's back country since 1 984, saw the lynx at close 
range. "I'm 100 percent certain it was a lynx, unless 
someone painted up a bobcat and put steroids in its 
legs," said Detterline, who has a doctorate in biol- 
ogy from Memphis University in Tennessee. The 
last confirmed lynx sighting in Colorado was near 
Vail in 1973. Many biologists have long believed the 
animal still lives in the remote back country of 
Colorado. "It proves what we've been saying all 
along — that the lynx are out there and that they can 
survive in Colorado if the necessary steps are taken 
to protect their habitat," said Ted Zukoski of the 
Boulder-based Land and Water Fund of the Rockies. 

Detterline said he saw the lynx late in the day as he 
was coming back from closing off roads during a 
snowstorm. The lynx ran across the road in front of 
his car and Detterline shined a light into the trees 
where the lynx had darted. "It was only about 10 
yards away at the side of the road so I got a very good 
look at it. For some reason, it didn't spook, it just 
stood there and looked at me... It had very large hind 
legs, kind of like a jacked-up bobcat, and it had very 
large feet." Detterline said he watched the cat for 
about a minute before it ran off. But it stopped 
briefly, giving Detterline a chance to see the distinc- 
tive, black-tipped tail. "Then it disappeared," he said. 

— EXCERPTED FROM ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS 
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Katuah Earth First! Cashes in Willamette’s Chips 


by John Johnson and Rich Spencer 

On the morning of May 24, activ- 
ists from Katuah Earth First! and 
EarthCulture laid siege to Willamette 
Industries' Broad River chip mill in 
Union Mills, North Carolina. As the 
sun lit up the early morning sky ac- 
tivists deployed five stumps fitted 
with super-strong lock boxes. In min- 
utes the front gate was blocked and 
over 50 passionate forest defenders 


arrived to sing and chant and demand 
an end to the chipping of the 
Southeast's precious native forests. At 
the same time another team of activ- 
ists scaled the facility's log crane and 
deployed a 25 square-foot banner that 
read, "Willamette Destroys Our Jobs, 
Forests and Rivers." Katuah Earth First! 
and EarthCulture have been warning 
Willamette for years that actions would 
take place if the corporation would 
not.increase its use of recycled materi- 
als, stop clear cutting and stop logging 
our national forests. 

There has been a dramatic shift in 
the wood products industry from the 
Pacific Northwest to the Southeast 
over the past 10-15 years. Since 1985, 
108 of the 140 chip mills in operation 
in the southeast have opened. 
Willamette's Union Mills employs six 
people and devours 8-10,000 acres of 
native hardwood forests a year, yield- 
ing 300,000 tons of chips. The Or- 
egon-based Willamette's new South- 
eastern headquarters is now in Fort 
Mill, SC, which was the target of a 
protest last October. 


The construction of the North Caro- 
lina mill was particularly controver- 
sial because of overwhelming opposi- 
tion in Rutherford County and 
throughout the state. It was opened 
in August and it, along with a new 
chip mill in Missouri, will feed chips 
to an expanded Willamette paper mill 
in Hawesville, KY, which makes 100 
percent virgin-fiber cardboard. Both 
of these chip mills use only hard- 
wood trees. The Pisgah, Nantahala, 
Cherokee and 
Sumter National 
Forests lie within 
the sourcing area 
for Union Mills. 

The state of Ken- 
tucky sacrificed 
the forests of 
North Carolina 
and Missouri by 
offering 
Willamette some 
generous corpo- 
5 rate welfare to 
I help finance the 
mill expansion. 
Willamette only 
had to agree to not cut more forests in 
Kentucky to receive tax breaks and 
bonds from the state. 

"Willamette is clearcutting our na- 
tional forests and old family land in 
the Southeast, but they're not giving 
communities anything in return ex- 
cept for stumps," says Katuah Earth 
Firstl's Cilantrojones, who blockaded 
the gate. Willamette Industries causes 
problems wherever it goes. They have 
been guilty of trashing old-growth 
forests in the Northwest and pollut- 
ing communities from Arkansas to 
Pennsylvania. In addition to rampant 
clear cutting on the Allegheny Na- 
tional Forest in Pennsylvania, 
Willamette has destroyed the area 
around their Kane, PA, chip mill. 

This year in North Carolina the 
shutdown lasted for over six hours. 
The Ruthorford County authorities 
were very aggressive and had appar- 
ently been told to expect this sort of 
action. They cleared away the sur- 
rounding protesters from the block- 
ade and forced them across the street 
into a ditch. The police also harassed 



and ticketed local folks who drove 
by, honked, waved and gave us wa- 
ter. They started bragging that they 
would break the blockade in 15-20 
minutes. Four hours later they still 
had mauls and axes stuck in our 
spiked stumps, and they had to call 
in the jaws of life. The cops finally 
split the stumps around the lock 
boxes but still had four locked to- 
gether people to deal with. Brave 
blockaders were hauled off in a furni- 
ture truck still fastened together. 

After the blockade was taken down, 
the law focused on the people on the 
crane. They were 70-feet up on the 
boom of the log crane, completely 
immobilizing it. The fire department 
and some sort of jack-booted "men 
in black" squad had to be called in to 
use a fire truck ladder to get the 
climbers and banner anchors down. 


The men in black also managed to 
nab one of our backwoods crane sup- 
port folks, bringing the arrest total to 
10. Those arrested were charged with 
criminal trespass and resisting arrest 
and face heavy fines. 

Willamette will still have to face 
opposition to their forest destroying 
activities in the Southern Appala- 
chians and across the country. 
Katuah EF! and EarthCulture will 
hold these corporate carpetbaggers 
accountable for their Earth-raping 
business. We will draw strength and 
inspiration from the mountains, riv- 
ers and forests to carry the struggle 
for the Earth forward! For more in- 
formation on the campaign and ef- 
forts to protect the beautiful South- 
ern Appalachian bioregion, please 
contact Katuah EF!, POB 1485, 
Asheville, NC 28802; (828) 285-0631. 
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Environmental groups hailed an tinues at the current pace, any 
announcement on April 27 that practical results of this two-year 
four federal agencies will conduct a study could be moot, " says Danna 
comprehensive ecosystem health Smith, executive director of the 
assessment of the increasingly Dogwood Alliance. "We thinkcau- 
threatened forests in 13 southeast- tion should rule when an entire 
em US states. Despite hearty praise region's forested ecosystem is at 
for the officials undertaking the cru- stake, especially in the Southeast, 
cial investigation, the groups say where there are few environmen 
lack of a moratorium against new, tal safeguards in place." 
high-capacity chip mills while the 
two-year study is carried out means 
the greatest menace to the region's 
resources remains unchecked. 

Officially targeted towards "eco- 
system sustainability," the new 
study was prompted in large part 
by public outrage over the drastic 
increase in intensive logging driven 
by the rapid proliferation of chip 
mills — highly automated facilities 


Last July, a group of 100 scien- 
tists, headed by Harvard Univer- 
sity ecologist Edward O. Wilson 
issued a similar call to the Vice 
President to support a study of the 
forests of the Southeast. 

The 13 states covered by the study 
iriclude Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mis- 
sissippi, North and South Caro- 
lina, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, 


that grind trees into small flakes and Virginia. The agencies involved 
used in paper, pressboard and are the Forest Service, the Envirori- 
rayon. In just lOyears, thenumber mental Protection Agency, the Fish 
of chip mills in the region has and Wildlife Service and the Ten- I 
more than tripled to at least 150, nessee Valley Authority, 
each devouring an average of For More information contact the . 

10,000 acres of forest a year. Com- Dogwood Alliance at POB 1598, 
i bined, they consumed more than a Brevard, NC 28712; (828) 883-5889; 
million acres of trees in 1998. into@dogwoodalliance; 


"If chip mill construction con 




www.dogwoodalliance. 





Wolves & Poodles 


A glossy, yuppified poodle with a millenarian cult obsession to Gear 
magazine and intrepid "investigative" reporter Peter Klebnikov for their 
article on Ted Kaczynski and his "followers." Petey "uncovered" a " dangerous 
cult" of environmentalists, Native Americans and anarchists who are critical 
of technology and environmental destruction and tried to portray them as 
Unabomber worshippers. Well, hope that doesn't scare the socially conscious 
clientele that undoubtedly reads Gear. 

A greenwashed, freshly clearcut poodle to Home Depot for its Earth Day 
tree-planting gimmicks designed to foster environmental appreciation in 
kids. In response, Rainforest Action Network's Michael Brune said, "The 
kids would learn a lot more about the need for forest conservation by 
taking a tour of the dead rainforests for sale on Home Depot's 
shelves than by planting a seedling in the parking lot." 

A poodle covered in soot and grime to the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) for ap- 
pointing a coal industry stooge to regulate the coal 
industry. Ron Kolbash, who worked for American 
Electric Power and Ohio Mining and Reclamation, 
was appointed as Deputy Director of the ODNR, 
overseeing the Division of Mines and Reclamation. 
Talk about the fox guarding the hen house. 

A glowing, cancer-stricken poodle looking out 
for its own radioactive ass to NBC for censoring all 
references to radioactive waste in its made-for-TV movie 



"Atomic Train. " The movie, about a train carrying radioactive waste and a nuclear 
bomb that detonates and destroys Denver, will now feature a train carrying 
"hazardous" waste. Hmm, this couldn't possibly have anything to do with NBC's 
parent company, General Electric, who is one of the biggest players in the 
nuclear industry, now could it? 

A goosestepping, neocolonial poodle to our brand new Treasury Secre- 
tary Lawrence "Larry" Summers. Back when he was the Chief Economist of 
the World Bank, a memo attributed to him was circulated, saying, "Just 
between you and me, shouldn't the World Bank be encouraging more 
migration of the dirty industries to the LDC's (least developed countries)... I 
think the economic logic behind dumping a load of toxic waste in the lowest 
wage country is impeccable and we should face up to that... I've always 
thought that underpopulated countries in Africa are vastly underpolluted." 
Summers later apologized for the statement, saying it was just a "thought 
experiment." Hmmm. We thought it was called neoliberalism 

An old-growth wolf with journalistic integrity to Italian National Televi- 
sion (RAI) for broadcasting a live interview with Humboldt County treesitter Nate 
Madsen. RAI visited Nate in the ancient redwood he is occupying in order to 
protest watershed destruction and clearcutting in northern California by Maxxam. 
The station then asked viewers to write or call in and subsequently received 
over 7,600 responses from concerned Italian citizens. Magnifico! 

A neo-luddite, Hollywood wolf to the makers of the 
flick "The Matrix." Despite starring Keanu Reeves, this 
overblown blockbuster actually has some pretty anti- 
technological and subversive themes, leading us to 
wonder how it got past the censors. We can only hope 
that some of its message penetrated the thick skulls of 
the MTV generation. 
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"all cattle must be removed at once" 


Boldly declaring that "all cattle must 
be removed at once," the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) recently is- 
sued a livestock impoundment no- 
tice to remove cattle from the entire 
45,000-acre San Pedro River Riparian 
National Conservation Area (RCA), 
in Cochise County, Arizona. In 1988, 
Congress created the San Pedro RCA, 
prohibiting grazing, mining, water 
diversion and offroad vehicles; but 
trespass cattle have been preventing 
full riparian recovery. 

In 1996, the US Fish and Wildlife 


Service directed the BLM to execute 
the impoundment process to protect 
endangered species such as the south- 
western willow flycatcher. "The BLM 
has done the right thing, finally, to 
start to remove these illegal cows 
from the San Pedro. Livestock im- 
poundments are not common or easy 
for BLM and this sends a clear mes- 
sage to ranchers to keep their cows 
off the San Pedro national riparian 
treasure," acknowledges Daniel 
Patterson, desert ecologist with the 
Southwest Center for Biodiversity 


who formerly worked with BLM. 

The Southwest Center has pushed 
for upholding the law and backs the 
BLM on the livestock impoundment 
notice. Ranchers in violation will be 
responsible for all trespass and ad- 
ministrative fees associated with im- 
poundment and may have all live- 
stock found in the RCA impounded 
without further notice within the next 
year. Most grazing adjacent to the 
RCA is on Arizona state trust public 
lands, administered by the Arizona 
State Land Department. 


The San Pedro River supports hun- 
dreds of bird, mammal, reptile and 
plant species. The river continues to 
be threatened by groundwater pump- 
ing for agriculture, development, the 
US Army Ft. Huachuca expansion 
around Sierra Vista, the Cananea cop- 
per mine in Sonora, Mexico, and 
grazing and water diversions outside 
the RCA. 

For more information contact 
Southwest Center for Biological Di- 
versity at POB 710, Tucson, AZ 85 702- 
0710; (520) 623-5252. 



Julia " Butterfly " Hill, Bonnie Raitt and Joan Baez 

Photo taken in Luna, the giant redwood tree 
Julia has occupied for the past 18 months. Musi- 
cians Bonnie Raitt and Joan Baez visited the 
treesit to present Julia with a 1999 California 
Music Award trophy Ms. Raitt had received. The 
women commended Julia on her commitment 
to preserving the world's ancient forests. "Things 
of real value in life are worth going to any length 
in love and respect to safeguard, " said Butterfly. 


Hippies, Anarchists and Florida Sunshine 

P many of the Florida wobblies (even the ones who 

confirmed their workshops) did not show up. I was 


The first Florida celebration of radical history and 
direct action was held to commemorate Mayday/ 
Beltane from April 30 to May 2 in the Ocala National 
Forest. Around 80 people hiked into the Juniper 
Prairie Wilderness Area to camp, attend workshops 
and trainings, while celebrating two of our most 
repressed holidays. 

In the 1880s, May Day was the day that the 
General Strike for the eight hour workday in America 
began. At the heart of the movement, the Chicago 
Commercial Club bought the Illinois National Guard 
a machine gun to be used on strikers. That gun killed 
four strikers and led to a mass meeting of anarchists 
in Haymarket Square. At the end of the meeting the 
police showed up and a bomb was thrown, killing 
one cop and injuring others. The police then rounded 
up Chicago's eight most active anarchists and found 
them guilty of the bombing even though most of 
them were not. Four of the anarchists were hung 
and the rest sent to prison. It's no surprise that our 
government then officially named May 1 "Law 
Day" and created another "Labor Day" with no 
historical significance. 

Beltane, the festival of spring and fertility, was 
also discouraged in America. This tradition dates 
back to the Druids and involves courting rituals like 
serenading, dancing with flowers and singing sweet 
songs. The Puritans banned its celebration in the 
New World, church and state working hand in hand 
to help us forget true history. 

Because of its red and green context, we celebrated 
it that way with workshops on labor history and 
Earth First! direct action training. Unfortunately, 


told that this was because of the dual focus. There 
were, however, some wobblies present who obvi- 
ously saw the importance of labor and environmen- 
talist movements developing close ties. So, we did 
have workshops on hobo history, practical anar- 
chism and activists' common ground. The green 
side included trainings in nonviolence, climbing, 
blockading, food choices (beyond veganism), Zero 
Cut, forest watch, do-it-yourself gynecology and a 
men's and women's circle. 

The weekend began with a gathering at 7:00 p.m. 
and then some music. Saturday was packed with 
trainings, a performance by Holly Gwinn Graham, 
a Florida Radical Activist Network meeting, a crazy 
celebration with Florida home-brew, and music by 
Against Me!, Je-free and Emilio and Lars. The evening 
also included a sing-along from the Little Red Book, 
Little Green Book, favorites by Casey Neill and Skid 
Row, a performance by some Radical Cheerleaders 
and lots of dancing around the Mayday Lantern (no 
fires because of the drought) . Hence, Sunday's work- 
shops started a little later than planned and were 
followed by a hike to a clearcut and a spring for a 
swim. The weekend finished with a intimate dinner 
and campaign briefing. 

Plans are already in the works for next year in the 
Ocala, with more workshops on radical history, 
sustainability, info-centers, free schools and inten- 
tional communities. There will be a Mayday 2000 
planing meeting in September in Clearwater, Florida. 
For more information contact the Green Monkey 
Collective, POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 33762; 
clearwaterfnb@hotmail.com. 


Burns vs. Bears — Politics and the Grizzly 


by Bob Clark 

In the Northern Rockies, politicians are dictat- 
ing whether grizzly bears get to live or die. The 
grizzly has lost 98 percent of its original range in 
the lower 48 states. It has been hunted, trapped, 
poisoned and pushed out. Of a population that 
once numbered some 


bear is losing habitat every day. Not to worry 
though — government bureaucrats and big game 
trophy hunting slobs, as well as top agency officials, 
say that the grizzly bear is doing just fine and that 
delisting is just around the comer. 

In March, three undistinguished Senators from the 
Northern Rockies, Conrad Burns (R-MT), Larry Craig 
(R-ID) and Mike Crapo (R-WY) sent a letter to Interior 
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100,000, only about 800 
bears remain. Back in 1975, 
when the grizzly was listed as 
an endangered species, the 
magic number for recovery 
and delisting was 2,000 bears. 

Today, even with the 
Forest Service 
roadbuilding 
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Secretary Bruce Babbitt demanding that the grizzly 
bear be de-listed in the lower 48 states. This idiotic 
demand was based on a report of habitat viability in 
the Salmon-Selway ecosystem by Dr. Mark Boyce 
that concluded there is less than a one in a million 
chance that the grizzly will go extinct in the North- 
ern Rockies over the next 100 years. Of course, Burns 
and Craig secured the funding for the study. In a 
written statement Craig stated, "It doesn't make 
sense to spend scarce resources on reintroduction of 
the grizzly in the Selway-Bitterroot when the money 
^ can be better spent on the 

reall y cares about 

an y s P ecies other than Re - 


publican Homo sapiens. 
This "study" is based on 
lots of assumptions and 
has been heavily criticized 
by respected grizzly bear 
experts. As might be exr 


pected, agency officials are touting the political 
line, saying, "The grizzly is very close to full 
recovery, and delisting will soon follow." 

Meanwhile, the government is moving along 
with grizzly reintroduction into the Selway-Bitter- 
root Wilderness. The final Environmental Impact 
Statement is due out at the end of June. Most 
conservationists feel that the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service will stick with the government's preferred 
alternative, called the ROOTS alternative or alter- 
native #1. This lame plan was hashed out by 
agency officials, timber industry representatives 
and sellout environmental groups like Defenders 
of Wildlife and the National Wildlife Federation. 
The ROOTS alternative assigns transplanted bears 
experimental, nonessential status under the En- 
dangered Species Act and creates a citizen steer- 
ing committee whose members would be ap- 
pointed by the governors of Montana and Idaho 
(imagine the make-up of that). Worst of all 
ROOTS releases most of the best grizzly bear 
habitat, the large roadless areas like the Great 
Burn, Mallard-Larkins and Meadow Creek to 
logging. Conservationists and other citizens con- 
cerned with the future of the grizzly will surely 
challenge the implementation of the preferred 
alternative and hopefully stop it. 

Please write your state officials and demand 
they intervene on behalf of the Grizzly Bear. 
Pressure them to take a strong stand against the 
delisting of this large carnivore and encourage 
conservation efforts for critical habitat. 


Page 12 Earth First! Litha 1999 



Hoosier 
“ House Log ” 
Boondoggle 


by Frank Ambrose and Joshua Martin 

On Valentines Day, 1999, Indiana 
Forest Alliance members were touring 
the Hoosier National Forest inspect- 
ing clearcuts. While looking at these 
wastelands, feelings of sincere love 
welled up in our hearts for the de- 
Forest Service. When we came upon 
several recently cut trees lying in an 
old log yard, however, this perplexed 
us, as there were no active timber sales 
known to anyone within a three-hour 
drive. Upon further inspection, we 
discovered several more trees that had 
been cut but not yet hauled out of the 
woods — and many more standing that 
had been marked for death. 

The next "work day, " we asked Forest 
Service personnel for an explanation of 
what was going on. Our calls were met 
with panic and confusion. The responses 
started with "Oh my gosh, this could be 
timbertrespass,"andendedwith, "don't 
worry, this is a house log sale" carried 
out under the "Miscellaneous Forest 
Products Decision" that allows for the 
sale of up to 200 trees without public 
notice, much like a firewood permit. 

When the confusion died down, it 
was found out that this "house log" sale 
and another larger one were illegal, 
according to a Circuit Court ruling sev- 
eral months prior to the sale that re- 
quired the Forest Service to do an Envi- 
ronmental Assessment. After three days 
of angry letters and nasty phone calls, 
the Forest Service decided that it was in 
the wrong and canceled the sale. Well, 
sort of . In the three days it took to cancel 
the sale, all but two trees had been cut 
down, and operators were allowed to 
remove all the cut trees. Apparently, 
dragging trees across a sensitive stream 
zone was not something they needed to 
formally assess the impact of. 

When the violations were made pub- 
lic, the Forest Service told the press they 
"goofed" and thanked the Indiana For- 
est Alliance for reporting the sale to 
them — as if they did not know it was 
occurring. The discovery of this sale 
caused us to re-evaluate our perception 
of what was happening in the Hoosier. 
Until that fateful day, we thought we 
only had one lingering Salvage Rider 
sale to worry about. We immediately 
fired off a series of Freedom of Informa- 
tion Act requests to determine how 
many more sales had occurred in secret. 

The documents we received showed 
that at least eight "house log" sales were 
made in secret over the past five years. 
Not a single person knew of these sales, 
aside from the Forest Service and log- 
gers. While it may be argued that these 
sales were small in terms of trees sold, 
they are very damaging to the public's 
trust of the agency. Now all projects in 
the Hoosier, even benign trail adjust- 
ments, are to be viewed with severe 
skepticism. The Forest Service's con- 
duct in Indiana forests makes a strong 
case against commercial extraction for 
private gain from public lands. Forest 
monitors across the country should re- 
quest documentation for all "house log" 
sales. You may be surprised, as we were, 
to find out that more logging is occur- 
ring than is advertised. 

The Indiana Forest Alliance can be 
reached at POB 1074, Bloomington, IN 
47402; (812) 332-4878. 


THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY DRIVES SOUTH 



by Ame Solomon 

The Department of En- 
ergy (DOE) wants the South- 
west to become a nuclear 
sacrifice zone. Nuclear 
waste shipments began on 
March 25 from Los Alamos 
National Lab through Santa 
Fe, NM, and to the Waste 
Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) 
in southern New Mexico. 

Hundreds of protesters have 
mourned the desecration of 
Mother Earth by the DOE. 

The agency has been holding 
hearings on WIPP for almost 
20 years and promised not dispose of 
any waste at WIPP before a state Hazard- 
ous Waste Permit was issued. The hear- 
ing on the permit was not even com- 
plete when DOE began shipping waste. 

There are some 38,000 shipments of 
deadly radioactive waste planned for the 
next 35 years through 22 states and 14 
Native American reservations. Radioac- 
tive waste may be passing through your 
community in giant TRUPACT-II con- 
tainers on the back of semi-trucks. The 
transportation of nuclear materials and 
waste presents many problems, includ- 
ing accidents, emergency response and 
dean-up of the contamination. 

The first shipment of nuclear waste 
from the Idaho National Engineering 
and Environmental Lab arrived at WIPP 
on April 28. The DOE recently an- 
nounced that it has 79 shipments ready 
to move from the Rocky Flats Plant near 
Denver, perhaps as early as June. Over 
35,000 shipments will travel through 
the Denver area on 1-25 from Idaho and 


Washington. Thirty-five thousand ship- 
ments divided by 35 years of shipping 
means 1 ,000 shipments a year, or two to 
three shipments a day through Denver. 
Shipments are also expected from 
Hanford (16,844), Savannah River 
(2,238), Livermore (162), Oak Ridge 
(1,884) and the Nevada Test Site (92). 

WIPP is a DOE fadlity designed to 
dispose of existing and future nuclear 
weapons waste. WIPP is located 2,150 
feet below the surface in saltbeds near 
Carlsbad, NM. WIPP is supposed to dis- 
pose of the nuclear waste "safely," en- 
casing the metal drums of radioactive 
waste for 240,000 years. In their own 
words, the waste is "irretrievable." 

The DOE has predicted that a high- 
way accident will happen at some point 
during the next 35 years. Most commu- 
nities are truly unprepared for a nuclear 
waste spill. It is also highly likely that, in 
time, the radiation will seep out of the 
WIPP site and contaminate precious 
aquifers and rivers, including the Pecos 


and Rio Grande. The entire 
Southwest is at risk. 

WIPP is a promise to the 
weapons industry to clear out 
its closet and continue bomb 
production. Alternatively, 
waste intended for WIPP 
should be isolated from the 
environment at sites of gen- 
eration in monitored retriev- 
able storage (MRS) contain- 
ment. If these wastes begin 
to leak, they can be repack- 
aged. The MRS option allows 
time for a national dialogue 
to develop scientifically cred- 
ible, publicly acceptable 
nuclear waste policies. 

For more information contact the 
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety 
at 107 Cienega St., Santa Fe, NM 87501 
(505) 986-1973; 986-0997 (fax); 
www.nuclearactive.org. 

The revised draft permit and the tech- 
nical support document may be viewed 
at www.nmenv.state.nm.us/wipp/. 
Comments on the permit may still be 
directed to Peter Maggiore, Secretary of 
the New Mexico Environment Depart- 
ment, POB 261 10, Santa Fe, NM 87502- 
6110; (505) 827-2855; 827-2836 (fax); 
peter_maggiore@nmenv.state.nm.us. 
Contact Secretary of Energy Bill 
Richardson at 1000 Independence Ave. 
SW, Washington DC 20585; (202) 586- 
6210; 586-4403 (fax); 

bill.richardson@hq.doe.gov. 

Action is needed now to stop this 
insanity! As legal action continues on- 
going nonviolence trainings are hap- 
pening in New Mexico. Contact New 
Mexico Direct Action at (505) 984-8321 . 


Why to Refute Pelican Butte 


by Wendell Wood 

A development corporation's hopes of constructing 
what would be the second largest ski resort in Oregon 
recently plunged downhill after three roadless area timber 
sales at Pelican Butte were withdrawn. Attorneys for the US 
Forest Service claimed the sales were "not legally defen- 
sible" after a lawsuit was filed by the Oregon Natural 
Resources Council (ONRC) and 13 other national, regional 
and state environmental organizations. The defeat of the 
timber sales does not mean, however, that the Winema 
National Forest and its Jeld-Wen Corporation partners are 
ready to throw in the towel. 

Scenic Pelican Butte, adjacent to Southern Oregon's Sky 
Lakes Wilderness Area and Crater Lake National Park, is 
still the preferred site for the ski resort. But heavy doubts 
were cast on the plans after the Department of Interior 
(DOI) released an 84-page letter highly critical of the 
proposed development. The letter concluded there were 
mistakes, omissions and misleading information con- 
tained in the draft environmental impact statement (DEIS), 
prompting the Environmental Protection Agency to ex- 
press similar objections. 

The DOI quickly called for a rewrite of the DEIS, saying it 
would take the fight to the White House Council for 
Environmental Quality if necessary. Clearly, the 
government's refusal to argue its case on the timber sale 
further bolsters conservationists' insistence that the ski 
resort plans are not legally defensible either. Following the 
judgment and after a strong public outcry where thousands 
of responses in support of a "no action" alternative were 
received, the Pelican Butte Ski Development Corporation 
hired former Forest Service Chief Jack Ward Thomas as a 
consultant to guide them past the hurdles. 

The development would be in clear violation of the 
Northwest Forest Plan. It would clearcut in an old-growth 
forest reserve and allow roadbuilding and ski run con- 
struction in the roadless portion of a designated "key 
watershed" already set aside as critical habitat for the 
northern spotted owl. Unfortunately, Oregon Governor 
John Kitzhaber gave his "qualified" support for a ski resort 



on Pelican Butte. 

The governor 
said he supports 
the development 
of the downhill 
ski area if various 
environmental 
concerns can be 
met. Trying to be 
all things to all 
people, the gov- 
ernor wrote, 

"The people of 
Oregon can be 
expected to hold 
this ski area to an 
unusually high 
standard for 
natural resource Lava fl ow near t0 P of Pelican Butte 

protections, and they would be right to do so." 

But the proposed development would set an incred- 
ibly negative precedent regionwide. A 2,000-car parking 
lot in a designated bald eagle nesting area would disrupt 
nests and winter roosts that support up to 100 eagles. 
Impacts would be magnified by secondary develop- 
ments such as roads, utilities, restaurants, condomini- 
ums and other housing. It would also impact a total of 
34 threatened, endangered, sensitive or indicator wild- 
life species. Water resources that support pelicans, wa- 
terfowl and other wildlife on the adjacent Upper Kla- 
math National Wildlife Refuge would be diverted for 
domestic use and artificial snow. The development 
could also potentially impact significant archaeological 
sites such as rock cairns and prayer seats. According to 
the DEIS, Pelican Butte has been identified as an active 
location for Native American spiritual activities. 

Groups now opposing this ski resort development 
need your help to support the retention of Pelican 
Butte's undeveloped, natural character. For more in- 
formation contact the ONRC at 1 1 6 1 Lincoln st, Eugene, 
OR 97401; www.ornc.org. 
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Mexican Community to be 
Vacuumed for Lead Dust 

The northwestern city of Torreon, 
in the Mexican state of Coahuila, 
will get a high-tech vacuum clean- 
ing from one of the world's largest 
silver producing companies, 
Industrias Penoles. The clean-up 
was ordered by the Coahuila state 
government after the company's 
toxic waste was linked to lead poi- 
soning in children. Industrias 
Penoles has been ordered to set up 
. a $6.4 million health-care fund to 
treat victims and relocate people 
living near their slag heap. It must 
plant trees and scour the city with 
high-tech vacuum cleaners to de- 
contaminate homes of the toxic 
slag-tainted dust. 

Bismuth, gold, lead and silver are 
refined at the Penoles plant and 
the waste product, known as "slag," 
has been dumped in a pile that now 
towers over the Luis Echeverria 
neighborhood. Torreon has a popu- 
lation of 507,800 located some 500 
miles northwest of Mexico City. 
According to state officials, of the 
2,281 children and pregnant 
women tested in Torreon, 1,166 
had more than the acceptable level 
of 25 micrograms of lead per deci- 
liter. People living near the slag 
pile have been found with more 
than 60 micrograms of lead per 
deciliter of blood. 

The neighborhood began its 
battle against Penoles in 1984 after 
a study by the Autonomous Uni- 
versity of Coahuila discovered the 
high levels of lead in childrens' 
blood. 

. 

;■ Celestial Seasonings 
i Poisons Prairie Dogs 

"Here in Boulder, there's a com- 
pany committed to truth, beauty 
and goodness. Welcome to Celes- 
tial Seasonings," says a smooth 
voice on the tea company's tele- 
phone system. Celestial Seasonings 
has cultivated a pro-environment 
image since its founding more than 
25 years ago^ But early in April, 
contractors killed dozens of black- 
tailed prairie dogs on the 
company's Gunbarrel property. 
The US l-’ish and Wildlife Service is 
considering a petition to list the 
black-tailed prairie dog as a threat- 
ened species. 

In Colorado it is legal to poison or 
shoot prairie dogs for causing prop- 
erty damage. Prairie dog "control" 
has proved controversial in Boulder 
County, with pro-prairie dog activ- 
ists turning up whenever they hear 
about plans to poison colonies. In 
March 1998, two women were ar- 
rested for trespassing as they tried to 
stop the poi soning of prairie dogs on 
a 34-acre lot. 

At Celestial Seasonings, contrac- 
tors did their work at night, after 
dark. Workers didn't kill the entire 
prairie dog population on the prop- 
erty. "There are dogs being walked 
on our property during the day. We 
don't want to put any neighbors or 
their pets at risk," explained Steve 
Hughes, CEO and president of Ce- 
lestial Seasonings. It was reported 
that someone passing the property 
after dark saw a man wearing a 
backpack sticking a hose into prai- 
rie dog holes and shoveling dirt 
over the entrances. 

Celestial Seasonings is the larg- 
est herbal and specialty tea manu- 
facturer in the nation. You can con- 
tact Mo Seigel, Chairman, Celestial 
Seasonings, 4600;SleepytimeDrive, 

Boulder, CO 80301. 
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Lakota Sioux Resist Hog Farm 


by Rod Coronado 

On the plains of South Dakota, in the homelands of the 
Sicangu Lakota, a coalition of Rosebud Sioux tribal mem- 
bers, environmentalists, local ranchers and animal rights 
activists are fighting against what would be the third- 
largest hog operation in the world. The $ 105-million 
factory farm four miles west of White River, operated by 
Sun Prairie, a Nebraska-based pork company, would 
produce 859,000 hogs a year and generate more than 
three times the amount of raw sewage produced by South 
Dakota's entire human population. On March 18, com- 
munity activists from the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, Sinte 
Gleska Tribal College and Lakota drummers rallied out- 
side the office of Senator Tom Daschle in Rapid City. 
They demanded that the construction be subject to the 
same environmental impact studies that would be re- 
quired on non-tribal lands. 

In August, the Department of the Interior (DOI) and 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) deemed the project would 
have "no significant impact" on the physical or human 
environment. The 1,200-acre hog farm overlaps the 
Corn Creek Management Area, home to one of the 
country's largest concentrations of black-tailed prairie 
dogs. The area is also home to pronghorn antelope, 
whitetail deer, badger, bobcat, trumpeter swans, and 
bald and golden eagles. Without an environmental 
assessment, the project will violate the Endan- 
gered Species Act, Migratory Bird Treaty and 
the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. 

In addition, the farm would directly im- 
pact the cultural integrity of ancient Lakota 
burial and camp sites and trails that Chiefs 
Sitting Bull, Hump and Spotted Tail and 
their people regularly used. "My grand- 
mother, Alice Olive Larvie Wooden Knife, 
was born on that trail and we have always 
considered it to be sacred," said Oleta 
Mednansky, a member of the Rosebud 
Sioux Tribe and co-chair of Con- 
cerned Rosebud Area Citizens 
(CRAC). "This project was ap- 
proved so hurriedly that our 
people never got a 
chance to express their 
views." An over- 
whelming majority 
of tribal members 
are opposed to the 
project and many of 
the affected com- 
munities were ex- 
cluded from the 
public comment 
process, a violation 
of the National En- 
vironmental Policy 
Act (NEPA). Local BIA 
authorities also denied 
tribal members their 
process to appeal the 
Finding of No Signifi- 
cant Impact. 

Construction of the 
farm began last Septem- 
ber. When completed, 
each of the 1 3 sites will 
consist of 24 intensive 
confinement hog 
barns housing 

48.000 pigs each. As 
of April, structural 
work on feed barns 
was proceeding at a 
high pace and "site 
one" already had 
approximately 

12.000 pigs. 

Last Novem- 
ber, a lawsuit 
was filed by / j CRAC, Hu- 
mane Farming 1/ Association (HFA), 

Prairie Hills 9 Audubon Society and 

South Dakota Peace and Justice Center against the 
DOI and BIA assert-ing that the agency approved the 
project without the required environmental studies. 
Opponents fear contamination of their aquifer and air 



pollution caused by ammonia and methane gas rising 
from the hog waste pumped into ponds. By locating the 
hog farm on tribal lands beyond state jurisdiction, Sun 
Prairie (which is owned by Bell Farms of North Dakota) 
is circumventing a successful 1998 state initiative that 
prohibited new corporate farming operations in South 
Dakota. Mednansky says, "Our land will be destroyed. 
Our air will be polluted. Our way of life will be ruined. 
Economic development is something we need but not 
the kind that will destroy our land, air, water, wildlife 
and historical artifacts." 

The day after the Justice Department filed a brief 
arguing that the hog farm was in compliance with 
environmental and historic preservation laws, the BIA 
reversed its position and voided the hog farm's lease due 
to what it perceived were NEPA violations. A BIA spokes- 
person lamented, "This is a case where we just can't win. 
We're always interested in creating jobs, such as in 
Rosebud. We're not interested in damaging the environ- 
ment. " Since the reversal the BIA in turn became the target 
of a lawsuit filed by Bell Farms and the Rosebud Sioux 
Tribal Council, who, desperate for economic develop- 
ment, voted 16 to 2 in favor of the project. In March, US 
District Judge Charles Kornmann ruled in favor of the 
farm, allowing construction to continue despite the lack of 
an EIS. "What the BIA is attempting to do here causes the 
Court to recall promises (of tribal sovereignty) made years 
ago by the same federal agency to Native Ameri- 
cans," Kormann said. 

The Rosebud Reservation is one of the poor- 
est in the nation with an 85 percent unem- 
ployment rate. It appears that the federal 
| government is exploiting this fact, support- 
10 ing tribal sovereignty only when it serves to 
benefit corporate interests — in this case by 
locating an environmentally hazardous opera- 
tion unwanted in other communities on tribal 
lands. Kornmann also granted an injunction 
against hog farm opponents prohibiting "...any 
action which would have the purpose or conse- 
quences of interfering or attempting to inter- 
fere with the (hog farm) construction." Gail 
Eisnitz of HFA stated, "This ruling would 
have us believe that the Court is less con- 
cerned with impacts to area residents 
and the environment than it is with 
financial harm to the agribusiness cor- 
% poration which has secured huge 
loans for the project. Nor has any- 
one yet examined the impact that 
such practices and the resulting high 
animal mortality rates could have on 
a community whose cultural and spiri- 
tual values are so inextricably linked to 
respect for all forms of life." 

Despite the injunction, activists gath- 
ered for a rally on March 20 on the 
property line of the construction site. 
Local, state and federal police kept a 
close eye on the protesters in atten- 
dance. Actor James Cromwell, who 
played the farmer in the motion 
picture "Babe, "joined in both pro- 
tests saying mega-factory farms 
are part of a global pattern of 
industrialized agriculture that 
threatens land, people and 
other creatures. At the hog farm 
rally the vegan actor urged elected 
officials to giving into big corporate do- 
nors and fight the trend towards corporate 
domination. At least two ranchers at the pro- 
test agreed that without the help from environ- 
mental and animal rights groups, the campaign 
against Bell Farms wouldn't be as effective. 

In the proud tradition of their Lakota ancestors, 
members of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe and their strange 
assortment of allies vow to defeat this latest corporate 
invader. "These lands belong to us," says Chief Homer 
Whirlwind Soldier, "They have been passed down to us 
from our ancestors for many generations. First the 
government forced us off much of our land. Now our 
own tribal council is trying to sell our remaining land 
right out from under us, turning our land rights over to 
a hog factory without our knowledge or consent. It's 
like our tribal council has sold it's own people down 
the river — the White River." 
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NYC Communities Fight Waste Facilities 


by Brielle Epstein 

As the government continues to discourage waste 
prevention and recycling, an environmental justice 
nightmare is unfolding in New York . After 50 years 
of illegally dumping New York City's garbage in the 
Fresh Kills Landfill on Staten Island, the city has 
finally decided to close the world's largest dump. But 
Mayor Guiliani's plans to privatize the city's waste 
disposal will mean the garbage will be dumped on 
low-income communities of color that are already 
inundated with waste facilities. 

Guiliani's plan calls for the city's municipal solid 
waste (13,000 tons per day) to be packed at facilities in 
New York City and New Jersey and then shipped by 
rail or barge to low-income communities located in 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, upstate New York and else- 
where. The waste will be handled by multinational 
waste corporations like Waste Management, Inc. that 
have disastrous environmental track records. Despite 
massive public outcry from the effected communities, 
Guiliani and the private companies have refused to 
listen to our concerns. 

In New York City, there are three communities that 
bear the burden of the excessive waste production of 
the racist, classist, monopolistic waste industry: 
Williamsburg-Greenpoint and Red Hook in Brooklyn 
and the South Bronx. All three are low-income com- 
munities comprised predominantly of people of color. 

The Hunts Point section of the South Bronx has 
approximately 30 waste transfer stations. These facili- 
ties already handle over 40 percent of Manhattan's 
commercial garbage, as well as the Bronx's 1,750 tons 
per day of residential and other commercial garbage. 
It is also the location of a sewage treatment plant and 
a sludge pelletizing plant that "recycles" about 70 
percent of the city's sewage sludge into toxic fertilizer. 
Hunts Point also has an asthma rate 12 times the 
national average. There is a major highway as its 
boundary, one million truck trips polluting its air 
every year and a severe lack of open space. As the city 
plans to dump more garbage in this highly impacted 
area, it also threatens to bulldoze its community 
gardens (practically the only open space in the com- 
munity) and further degrade its waterfront with waste 
facilities instead of public parks. 

OWN (the Organization of Waterfront Neighbor- 
hoods) was formed in response to the solid- waste issues 
facing low-income communities in the city. OWN has 
mobilized thousands of residents to attend hearings, 
write letters and hold demonstrations to force the city to 
look not only at reducing the impacts of waste facilities 
on these communities, but also to include these com- 
munities in the process of developing an environmen- 
tally sound, equitable solid- waste management plan. 

OWN's agenda includes waste prevention, reduc- 
tion, and recycling as the key methods for solving the 
waste crisis. Some OWN members, such as The Point 
Community Development Corporation (CDC) in 
Hunts Point, have even tried to set an example by 
conducting community-based recycling education, 
reuse campaigns and composting projects through 
the community gardens. Both the waste industry and 
the Guiliani administration have undermined efforts 
to reduce waste in order to protect profits from the 
growing waste trade. New York City even fails to 
comply with the EPA's 25 percent recycling goal, 
barely recycling at a rate of 19 percent. 

Activists fighting the battle for environmental jus- 
tice are proposing initiatives to reduce the city's waste 
stream by more than half. Like the waste companies, 
other corporations contribute and benefit from the 
crisis. The use of excessive and non-biodegradable 
packaging severely increases the waste stream and 
contributes to its toxicity. As one method of reducing 
waste, activists proposed taxation of packaging as an 
incentive to produce more environmentally-sound 
products. In addition, use of recycled products by 
government agencies would provide a greater market 
for recyclable goods, providing the incentive needed 
to force municipal recycling. Offering composting 
services to restaurants and hotels as well as residential 
homes is a solution being suggested by such advo- 
cates. Such an initiative could reduce the city's waste 
stream by over 1,000 tons per day. 

Groups like OWN have been working at the com- 
munity level to educate people about how waste issues 



Waste-transfer facility in Hunts Point. 


are not only unjust but also lead to the destruction of 
their already ravaged environments. Door-knocking, 
tabling on major avenues, holding public forums and 
other outreach events are strategies being used to 
inform communities about the environmental and 
health threats affecting them. Activists try to make 
connections to provide an ideology that explains the 
forces fragmenting community power. 

Using these techniques, anti-waste activists and 
community organizers have successfully organized 
campaigns to educate community residents and 
build a movement strong enough to force the 
government to listen. In February 1998, The Point 
CDC held a forum where over 250 community 
residents testified to public officials. They de- 
manded a zero tolerance position on dumping in 
their community, as well as demanding waste 
reduction and recycling. To further inform and 
organize residents, The Point organized the "Hunts 
Point Not Dumps Point" parade in June 1998, an 
event that attracted extensive media coverage and 
forced officials and organizations to commit to 
zero tolerance pledge. Similar events have been 
held in other affected communities in the city, as 
well as in landfill communities in other states. 
Further, communities throughout the nation af- 
fected by New York City's garbage crisis are now 
starting to work together and will hopefully be 
planning actions against the city and corporations 
during the next few months: 

Activists in NYC have built a cohesive movement 
to fight the city's irresponsible solid-waste manage- 
ment policies. That effort is currently evolving into 
a movement more broadly committed to protecting 
the environment. However, there is much work to 
be done. While groups like OWN have succeeded in 
building the foundations of an extraordinary move- 
ment, it now seems that a more radical approach 
will be necessary to achieve goals of waste reduction 
and sustainable devlopment. As the Guiliani ad- 
ministration continues to ignore the demands of 
communities and environmentalists, direct action 
will be taken to force serious attention to be given to 
these environmental injustices. 

For more information, contact Majora Carter or 
Brielle Epstein, The Point CDC, 940 Garrison Av- 
enue, Bronx, New York; (718) 542-4139. 


NYC Gardens Update 


carried out by community activists from the More 
Gardens! Coalition (MGIC), the city of New York 
was forced to abandon its plans to auction 114 
community gardens. On May 5, a massive rally was 
organized to disrupt a pre-auction seminar for land- 
lords planning to buy the gardens. Over 500 people 
gathered, with more than 60 people blocking two 
major streets for over an hour by refusingto comply 
with police orders to disperse. 

This action, as well as a successful tree occupation 
outside city h all the previous week, lent great weight 
to various lawsuits filed by garden advocates. Even 
the state attorney general filed a case to stop the sale 
after he was put on the spot by an Earth Firstler at an 
open forum. 

In court, after a federal judge advised the 
administration that the case for the gardens was 
strong and that the auction would likely be 
stayed if the city did not compromise, the gov- 
ernment wanted to negotiate. The Trust for Pub- 
lic Land then stepped in with a deal, offering to 
buy half the gardens. The next day, Bette Midler 
and the NY Restoration Project were enlisted to 
purchase the remaining gardens for $1.2 million 
more than the assessed value, even as the judge 
hearing the attorney general's case granted an 
injunction to halt the sale. These groups, eager to 
play "hero," legitimized this unnecessary land 
sale; there are over 15,000 vacant lots in NYC 
without community gardens. 

That the administration was forced to com- 
promise demonstrates the power of the people. 
There are still over 700 gardens to preserve and 
more gardens to be created. Long-term tree sits 
are being discussed for nine gardens still slated 
for "development" into "affordable" housing. 
An MG!C lawsuit calling for permanent protec- 
tion for every single garden is still being pur- 
sued. From the island of Manhattan and its 
environs, the movement to live in harmony 
with nature continues. 

For more inform ation, contact MGIC at 50 Avenue 
B, NYC; (212) 330-6851;Moregardens3@hotmaiLcom. 


Millions For Mumia 

On April 24, people all over the world rose up to 
demand freedom and a new trial for imprisoned, 
award-winning journalist Mumia Abu-Jamal. 
Jamal, who has been on death row since 1982 
after being framed by the Philadelphia Police 
Department for the murder of police officer Daniel 
Faulkner, has come to symbolize the global struggle 
against the death penalty and the racist prison- 
industrial complex. 

A massive show of support erupted in San Fran- 
cisco, where over 25,000 gathered. It was spear- 
headed by the Longshoreman's Union, which shut 
down every port on the West Coast for two hours in 
a show of solidarity with Jamal. Among the speakers 
were Bear Lincoln, a death row inmate who had been 
freed the previous day, and Angela Davis, a scholar, 
activist and former political prisoner. 


Jamal'shomedtyofPhiladelphiacelebratedMumia's 
birthday with a 15,000-strong demonstration at city 
hall. The diverse crowd marched through the city 
after listening to such speakers as Mumia's lawyer 
Leonard Weinglass, Pam Africa, and Geronimo ji Jaga 
Pratt. Other demonstrations took place in Barcelona, 
Vancouver, Eugene and many other places. 

While the day of protests was judged to be 
successful by many organizers and participants, 
Mumia's struggle is far from over. His death war- 
rant can still be signed at any time by Pennsylvania 
Governor Tom Ridge. 

Contact Governor Tom Ridge, 225 Capitol Build- 
ing, Harrisburg, PA 17120; (717) 787-2500, 722- 
1198 (fax); District Attorney Lynn Abraham, 1421 
Arch St, Philadelphia, PA 19101; (215) 686-8700, 
686-8024 (fax). For updates contact the Interna- 
tional Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia 
Abu-Jamal at (215) 476-8812, 476-7551(fax). 
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Sale Flushed 

On April 16, a federal district court 
in Missoula, Montana, permanently 
barred the Forest Service from carry- 
ing out the proposed Hyalite II timber 
sale. This ruling was the result of a 
lawsuit brought in August 1997 by 
American Wildlands, Montana Eco- 
systems Defense Council, the Native 
Forest Network and the Montana 
Chapter of the Siena Club. In perma- 
nently enjoining the timber sale, Dis- 
trict Judge Donald Molloy ruled that 
the Gallatin National Forest violated 
the National Environmental Policy 
Act by ignoring the potential cumula- 
tive impacts to wildlife from the Hy- 
alite II timber sale in addition to the 
logging and roadbuilding associated 
with the recently completed Gallatin 
II Land Exchange. 

The Hyalite II timber sale proposed 
to log 2.8 million board feet from 348 
acres, build .7 miles of temporary 
road, reconstruct 4.8 miles of road 
and legalize 50 surplus miles of road, 
causing potential damage to waiter 
quality and wildlife in the Hyalite 
drainage. Recreationists, hunters, 
anglers and conservationists were 
concerned that the forest plan amend- 
ment to lower habitat effectiveness 
could translate to significant impacts 
on Bozeman's drinking water supply, 
fish and wildlife habitat and elk and 
grizzly bear security. 
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STOP CHAD— CAMEROON PIPELINE! 

The World Bank will decide as early as July on opposition to the project was met with increasing "law- 


whether to approve critical financing ($370 million) 
for a unprecedented oil exploration pipeline project 
through Chad and Cameroon being pushed by Shell, 
Exxon and ELF-Aquitaine, a French Corporation. If 
approved, a 300 wellhead drilling field and associ- 
ated 600 mile-long pipeline corridor to the Atlantic 
would likely turn southern Chad into another Nige- 
rian Ogoniland and western Cameroon into another 
Burmese Tennasserim in terms of ecological destruc- 
tion and state-sponsored terrorism. 

This scheme is going forward under great secrecy 
and with no regard for democratic accountability or 
respect for basic human rights and environmental 
protection. A recent letter to the World Bank signed 
by 115 citizen organizations from 29 countries, de- 
manding the release of feasibility studies, socio- 
ecological impact assessments and greater decision- 
making transparency, has gone unanswered. 

According to Human Rights Watch and a recent 
article in Dollars and Sense magazine (May-June '99), 
more than 20 villagers in Chad were killed as grassroots 


and-order" repression. Last February, Ngarlejy Yorongar le 
Moiban, a member of the Chadian parliament from the 
affected region, was released from prison. He was arrested 
in June 1998 en route to Brussels to brief European Parlia- 
ment members about concerns over the project. A much 
more detailed background article on the project appeared 
in the May 1997 issue of the Multinational Monitor. 

Please contact your congressional representatives and 
tell them oppose the Chad-Cameroon pipeline by telling 
the US Treasury Department, to oppose World Bank fi- 
nancing of this scheme. 

Contact the US Treasury Department at International 
Affairs, 15th and Pennsylvania NW, Washington, DC 
20220; (202) 622-0060; 622-041 7(fax). Also contact the 
World Bank; President James Wolfensohn, World Bank, 
1818 H St NW, Washington, DC 20433. 

For more further information contact Sara Zdeb c/o 
Friends of the Earth at (202) 783-7400 x220; Korinna 
Horta at the Environmental Defense Fund, 
korinna@edf.org; or Lisa Jordan with Bank Informa- 
tion Center, ljordan@igc.org. 


Uprising In Ecuador’s Amazon 

by Kintto Lucas Indigenous Groups Protest Pipeline 


by Kintto Lucas nti 

Indigenous communities in the 
province of Napo in the Amazon 
region of Ecuador are suffering seri- 
ous health problems as a result of 
pollution caused by construction 
work on a new oil pipeline. There 
has been an alarming increase in 
diarrhea among children and the 
appearance of a widespread skin fun- 
gus, which medical analyses con- 
firmed stemmed from consuming 
polluted water from the Misahualli 
River. Indigenous community leader 
Martha Tupuy said, "The river is part 
of our lives. If we can't drink the 
river water, we have nowhere else to 
get it from." 

During the first week of May, doz- 
ens of indigenous people gathered 
on a bridge to block the way of the 
company's workers and faced off 
against soldiers and police before 
being ejected. In another zone, 
women and children of the commu- 
nities seized a bulldozer belonging 
to the company and held its opera- 
tors hostage without harming 
them. The indigenous 
people want the com- jr 

pany to halt construe- f jr~ 
tion and decontami- Jx Jr 
nate the river before my A 
continuing. In the <~ 

meantime, they are 
asking for tanks to 
collect rainwater for 
daily consumption. 

After the protests, a ne- *** 

gotiation was arranged be- 
tween the governor of Napo 
province, Edgar Santillan, indig- 
enous leaders of the Ecuadorian Ama- 
zon and executives from Argep, the 
oil company constructing the pipe- 
line. Officials promised to comply 
with the requests of the communi- 
ties. Indigenous leaders warned that 
if the problem was not solved, they 
would take further action which 
would move the conflict to the rest 
of the Amazonian provinces of Ecua- 
dor. Turquino Tapuy of the Federation 
of Indigenous Organizations of Napo 
said that the damage caused by the oil 
industry is not new, and for that reason 
"the communities do not have much 
confidence in the word of the repre- 
sentatives of these companies." 


The environmental group Ecologi- 
cal Action charged that, "the oil ac- 
tivity in eastern Ecuador is destroy- 
ing one of the zones with the great- 
est biodiversity on the planet and is 
seriously threatening the survival of 
many indigenous communities." For 
20 years, oil exploitation in the Ama- 
zon was carried out solely by Texaco 
and, later, by the state-owned 
Petroecuador and other foreign 
companies. With the departure of 
Texaco, various indigenous Ama- 
zon towns and environmental or- 
ganizations filed a lawsuit in the 
United States against the company 
for damage to the ecosystem dur- 
ing the years in which it was ex- 
ploiting oil in the region. 

A succession of Ecuadorian gov- 
ernments, including the current ad- 
ministration of Jamil Mahuad, re- 
fused to support the legal action 
against Texaco and asked US courts 
to dismiss the case and transfer it to 
Ecuador. In spite of this, the judi- 
cial process has gone 
ahead and environ- 
mentalists hope 
that, in the next 


US courts mav 
order the company to clean up the 
affected zones and compensate the 
indigenous communities. Valerio 
Grefa, an indigenous Amazon 
deputy stated, “Besides the fact that 
there could be irreversible health 
problems, it is an attack on the sym- 
bols of our people, on their world 
and when that happens, the only 
thing left is to fight them." 

These days, another alarming de- 
velopment has occurred in the Ecua- 
dorian Amazon. The pink dolphin, 
one of the rarest species in the region, 
is in danger of extinction. Biologist 
Judith Denkinger, a specialist on the 


species, says that these animals could 
disappear if deforestation and con- 
tamination of the Cuyabeno, 
Aguarico and Lagrato Rivers, among 
others in which they take refuge, are 
not contained. The discharge of pe- 
troleum in Shushufindi in 1993 con- 
taminated the Aguarico River and 
caused the deaths of dozens of dol- 
phins. Since then, further dumping 
coupled with deforestation has trig- 
gered the disappearance of most ce- 
taceans, pushing them to the edge of 
extinction. The dolphins that man- 
age to survive seek refuge in the 
most inaccessible rivers and lakes on 
the border between Peru and Ecua- 
dor, where Denkinger installed an 
observatory to study their behavior. 

Denkinger said that if deforesta- 
tion and oil contamination of the 
rivers are not stopped, a species that 
is unique in the world will disap- 
pear. "It will be only an indigenous 
legend, according to which pink dol- 
phins transformed themselves into 
men or women to find their mates in 
the riverside communities and when 
they found them, returned with them 
to the river where they would turn 
back into dolphins," the biologist 
commented. 

For Salesian priest Juan 
Bottasso, who has lived in 
Amazon communities for 

f more than 15 years, the 
oil has had a significant 
destructive impact on 
daily life. "In ethnic eyes, 
there is no contradiction 
between rich and poor. 
The Indians of the Ama- 
zon are not poor, they live in a 
culture connected to nature," ex- 
plained Bottasso. "In order to relate 
better with them and prevent their 
extermination, there must be respect 
for that vision because to attack 
nature, as the oil companies have 
done, is to attack their way of life," 
he concluded. 

For more information contact the 
Coalition for Amazonian Peoples and 
Their Environment, 1367 Connecti- 
cut Ave. NW, Suite 400, Washing- 
ton, DC 20036-1860; (202)785-3334; 
785-3335 (fax); amazoncoal@igc.org; 
www.amazoncoalition.org. 


Page 16 Earth First! Litha 1999 





Nicaragua 

by Orin Langelle, ACERCA 

From October 25 to November 2, 1998, Central 
America was hit by Hurricane Mitch. Although Mitch 
was a "number five hurricane" with intense rain and 
winds that ranged from 250-300 kilometers per hour, 
the Nicaraguan government took no measures to 
prepare. While Mitch did not directly hit Nicaragua, 
the country still suffered indirect effects and exposed 
decades of land abuse and environmental neglect. A 
combination of social, political and economic fac- 
tors caused the environmental degradation that ex- 
acerbated the tragedy. 

Hurricane Mitch destroyed roads, communica- 
tions, homes, wells and farmlands. With thousands 
dead and tens of thousands homeless, the hurricane 
will have long term effects on food production for 
the entire populace. Seventy-two percent of all that 
was planted was lost. Small farmers were hit the 
hardest losing 90 percent of their beans and 80 
percent of their corn. Community networks were 
lost and, in some cases, whole communities were 
destroyed. Many people have been forced to mi- 
grate to Managua, Costa Rica and even the US. 
Nicaragua Before Mitch 

European development and exploitation of resources 
and people began with the Conquistadors and con- 
tinues to this day. The United States has financially 
and militarily intervened in Nicaragua since the 1 800s. 
In the 1950s large cotton export operations flour- 
ished, clearing the land and ruining the soil with 
monocultures and pesticides, forcing people to move 
to more marginalized lands. This and other export 
commodity crops such as coffee, sugar, tobacco and 
cattle pushed the agricultural frontier towards the 
eastern rainforests. 

For 45 years the US backed the Somoza dictator- 
ship in order to protect corporate interests in the 
region. If corporations paid concessions to the dic- 
tatorship, they had access to Nicaragua's natural 
resources. When the leftist Sandinistas assumed 
power in 1979, inheriting poverty, environmental 
devastation and debt, the US used a "clean up" 
operation to eliminate this perceived "socialist 
threat." By the end of 1982, the Reagan administra- 
tion organized a counter-revolutionary (contra) mili- 
tary force made up of Somoza's ex-National Guards- 
men. The first major contra attacks targeted 
Nicaragua's teachers, doctors, agricultural techni- 
cians, small farmers and key economic installa- 
tions. The CIA helped finance the contras through 
the flourishing Los Angeles crack cocaine trade. 

Due to the contra war many ecological and 
social gains of the Sandinista revolution were 
thwarted. The contra war further displaced the 
populace to marginal lands and put pressure on 
ecologically sensitive areas. The real purpose of 
the "clean up" was to set up a government that 
would be conducive to a neoliberal free market 
economy, forcing the exploitation of natural re- 
sources and people. Neoliberal policies, directed 
by the International Monetary Fund and World 
Bank through Structural Adjustment Programs 
(SAP), divert spending from the social sector 
(health, education, environment) towards corpo- 
rate and business elites. Nicaragua is the living 
consequence of SAP's. Problems abound includ- 
ing massive foreign debt, high unemployment, 
low ability to export, food insecurity and the 
widespread inability to meet basic needs. 
Environment Prior to Mitch 

Prior to Mitch much of Nicaragua was in an 
accelerated state of environmental decline. One 
hundred thousand hectares per year were being 
deforested. Before Mitch it was estimated that a 
record 300,000 hectares would be lost during 1 998. 
Deforestation in the region has led to less rainfall 
and some areas are now becoming desert zones. In 
1998, there were 15,000 fires in agricultural and 
forested areas. For three months, Nicaragua ap- 
peared to be in flames. The forest fires destroyed the 
vegetation under trees and when Mitch's rains satu- 
rated the ground, many trees were swept away. 
With the tree cover eliminated and cash crops such 
as cotton planted, there was an intense overuse of 
agricultural chemicals. The soil lost its capacity to 


After Hurricane Mitch 


hold plant life. Winds caused dust storms which 
further depleted the soil. 

The majority of the land was in the hands of 
multinational corporations and elites. The poor were 
forced to move to the agricultural frontier or to 
marginalized lands such as mountain sides, where 
trees were cut for firewood or cleared for cropland, 
further destabilizing the soil. When Mitch rained, 
and there was no tree cover and little plant life to 
slow the rain runoff, sharp surges of water rushed off 
of mountains and fields into rivers, causing flooding 
and mudslides of unprecedented proportions. 



A human-made disaster: The collapse of the Las Casitas volcano 


Las Casitas Volcano 

The circumstances surrounding the collapse of Las 
Casitas, a volcanic crater, exposes the Nicaraguan 
government's pattern of gross negligence. On Octo- 
ber 30, the lake collapsed, causing a mudslide that 
swept down the side of the mountain, careened over 
small villages and killed over 2500 men, women and 
children. The Nicaraguan Institute for Territorial 
Studies had warned the government on October 28 
that conditions were becoming unstable through- 
out Nicaragua, increasing potentials for landslides. 
In the village of Posoltega on October 29, Mayor 
Felicita Zeledon alerted the media. President Aleman 
called her an alarmist. After the lake collapsed, 
Zeledon told the media she estimated that 1000 
people died. National Assembly congressman and 
member of the government's Environmental Com- 
mission, Jose Cuadra, blamed Congressman Eduardo 
Callejas for the collapse of the volcano. Cuadra said 
that Callejas deforested the slopes of the volcano in 
the 1960s and 70s. Pedrofelix Obregon and Elvira 
Blass of Comunidad Ambientalistas said that in 
addition to the deforestation of Las Casitas, Callejas 
was building 1 1 telecommunication towers on top 
of Las Casitas and also was building a road to the top 
of the mountain, further damaging the integrity of 
its slopes. Centro Humboldt's Magda Lanuza has 
stated that Callejas was still cutting trees on the 
slopes for coffee production as late as last year. In 
January of this year, Callejas was placed on the 
Environmental Commission. 

Damage to Biodiversity 

Due to the magnitude of destruction, monitoring 
of non-human species has taken a back seat in this 
tragedy. In the Atlantic regions of Nicaragua, where 
the majority of flora and fauna reside, there was less 
rain and the intact rainforest did not incur much 
damage. The situation for fish species has yet to be 
determined. There was widespread flooding and 
related environmental catastrophes which could 
prove deadly to some species of fish (such as cya- 
nide tanks from mines overflowing into rivers). 

One of the major environmental complications 
of Hurricane Mitch was the long term damage to 


watersheds and riparian areas. Due to industrial 
forestry, there were few trees holding the banks of 
rivers. Now the rivers are drying up because without 
river banks, root systems and tree cover, water 
spreads out and evaporates. 

The disaster in Nicaragua was not just a natural 
occurrence. It was the direct result of neoliberal 
economic policies guided by multinational corpo- 
rations and global financial institutions. Until the 
social structure in Nicaragua changes, disasters like 
this will continue to happen. 

For more information, contact ACERCA at POB 
57, Burlington, VT 05402; (802) 864-8203; 
acerca@sover.net. 


DEFENdiNq Ths Bio-Bio 

by Kita, translation by Kora McNaughton 

On April 16 and 1 7, some 700 people marched for 
35 kilometers, singing, shouting and demonstrating 
their opposition to an enormous dam project that 
threatens to destroy the ancestral homes of the 
Pehuenche of the Upper Bio-Bio River in Chile. The 
march was also in defense of the women's group 
"Mapu Domuche Nehuen" (Women with the 
Strength of the Earth) who oppose the proposed 
Ralco dam. 

In government polls, the Pehuenche cause is 
supported by 80 percent of Chilean citizens, 
while the companies involved in the construc- 
tion of the dam and the government continue to 
lose credibility among the people. 

The government is trying to justify the repres- 
sion it is using against the Pehuenches under the 
pretense that it is trying to stop the growth of a 
"terrorist group." The government argues the 
Pehuenches are slowing the advance of a project 
and a company that supports and contributes to 
the economic development of Chile. 

The Bio-Bio campaign has become more than a/ 
battle against a dam. It is at the center of a struggle 
against the injustices of the system where the 
dispossesed fight against corrupt governments and 
huge corporations. The struggle continues against 
the power that is willing to exterminate those who 
have always lived there, the Pehuenches and 3,500 
hectares of forest and nature that will never recuper- 
ate from the damage the dam would cause. 

The Bio-Bio cause brings together many differ- 
entkinds of people, all of whom disagree with the 
abuse that the government justifies for a "devel- 
opment" model that is in no way beneficial for 
those who are exploited. To the government, the 
greatest problem is that those who interfere with 
their plans understand the value of life, land and 
culture, and refuse to exchange it for money, 
television, or fancy new shops. 

We, the defenders of the Earth, are a major 
problem for this so-called development. We are 
supposedly dangerous people, rebels who op- 
pose progress, growth and developmen t in Chile. 

But what else is there to say or do when we feel 
helpless upon seeingthe fallen forests, or the rivers 
converted into lakes which flood kilometers of 
virgin lands to give life to monstrous dams? What 
is left to say, when the legal system is blind and 
influenced by money? And that the president of 
Chile speaks in favor of all this "progress"? 

How do we react, in the face of abuse of power? 
How can we react? Collecting signatures? Protest 
publicly and allow ourselves to be repressed for 
actions that will later be forgotten? Our thoughts 
in the face of all this do not turn toward violence. 
They do not turn toward death, nor forget all that 
remains to be done. Instead, we think about being 
present, makingit known that we are still alive and 
that we are still resisting. There is still time to say 
"enough" and ask for responsibility, justice and 
recognition. Our hope does not die. The struggle 
continues, and the Bio-Bio awaits us. 

For more information, contact Aleta Brown at 
the International Rivers Network, Berkeley, CA 
97403; (510) 848-1 155; aleta@im.org orjuan Pablo 
Onego, Grupo de Accion por el Biobio (GABB),. 
Santiago, Chile; +56-2-737-1420; gabb@reuna.cl. 
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SNITCH UNCOVERED: TERRY JOHNSON 


As the glowing embers illuminate faces circled 
around the night's campfire, it is often too easy to 
speculate about who the snitch is. In campaigns 
resisting the government's plans to annihilate eco- 
systems, species, and ultimately the resistance it- 
self, history has told us it is not such a bad idea to 
raise an eyebrow around the intimate fires, the 
morning circles or the strategy sessions. Whether 
they are intelligence gatherers or just plain disrupt- 
ers, it's no secret that they are at our demonstra- 
tions, weekly meetings and even at protest sites. 

So it has been recently in Cascadia. After being 
cited by Forest Service Law Enforcement for not 
having proper gathering permits for last summer's 
Round River Rendezvous (RRR) at Twin Lakes in 
the Umpqua National Forest, a few organizers 
decided to challenge the "Rainbow law" (the same 
case being used against the annual illegal Rainbow 
gatherings also held on national forests). During 
the discovery process, documents pertaining to 
the RRR were forked over to the defendants. In the 
dossier were witness testimonials of each day of the 
rendezvous, discussing July 1-5 in scary detail. 
Now why did the Freddies have these? And why 
were they handing them over? 

The descriptive email accounts ranged from who 
was smoking marijuana with whom, to who was 
organizing the annual end of the rendezvous ac- 
tion, to who ordered the tripods to go up on the 
road into the Bear Paw timber sale units. Even more 
flabbergasting, these hardcopy email reports were 
printed for someone who regularly attends weekly 
Southern Willamette EF!/Cascadia Forest Defend- 
ers' meetings. He is someone who has been at 
various resistance campaigns and has lent support 
in many ways including vehicle transportation, 
holding down basecamps when there was little or 
no support, and taking supplies back and forth 
from town. He even rented the generator for the 
jTchKunG! show at the RRR, as one of the docu- 
ments is a receipt from a rental agency with his 
name on it, Terry Johnson. Many of the emails in the 
pile say "printed for Terry Johnson, 
<dushawk@teleport.com>." It seems that Terry 
downloaded all these off his email account and 
later shoveled them off into some Fed's hands. 

The person that Terry was handing the notes to 
says in one of the documents that on July 8, "he 


[Terry] gave me assorted receipts for food, genera- 
tor for the RRR and gas; two micro-cassettes: Eu- 
gene rally of 6/22/98 and one from the RRR; News 
Review [Roseburg paper] articles on Bear Paw and 
RRR; assorted email; some of his notes typed." This 
document goes on to state that this person and 
Terry discussed many personal accounts focusing 
on various people's involvement at the RRR. Un- 
fortunately for both the Feds and the activist com- 
munity, lots of his accounts were false and outright 
lies. We got smeared, and they have a snitch that 
can't tell them the truth 
they are seeking. One way 
or another, let's hope they 
reimbursed Terry for the 
generator receipt, therefore 
renting it for our memo- 
rable jTchKunG! show! 

Another document states 
that on July 28, "he [Terry] 
gave me assorted receipts 
for radiator hose, gas; a 
handwritten note with 'cell 
phone for PAW'; rough sketch of Helldun 
basecamp [another controversial timber sale 
in Cascadia]," amongst many other notes. 
Moreover, there are detailed 
descriptions of various for- 
est defenders at Fall Creek 
and illegal road work that 
had been done there. 

Terry Johnson has 
bounced around various 
campaigns in the North- 
west from Headwaters to 
the Eagle timber sale that 
threatens the Salmon- 
Huckleberry Roadless Area, from the Fall Creek tree 
sit to the Umpqua's La PAZ (the Paw Autonomous 
Zone) and from the Helldun campaign aiming for 
the protection of the Warner Wilderness to most 
recently the Buffalo Field Campaign (formerly Buf- 
falo Nations). It was there in Montana that he got 
the boot after organizers caught wind of his not-so- 
slick involvement at the RRR. It was reported that 
out there in Yellowstone he was the de facto me- 
chanic that worked on campaign vehicles and 
snowmobiles used to protect the buffalo. Report- 


edly, there were lots more problems with the ma- 
chines after Terry was done working on them. 

Out in the low-elevation old growth of Fall Creek, 
where he was kicked out numerous times, Terry 
smashed out his own car window, rammed it into 
a Forest Service gate and later claimed others did it 
and that they stole his wallet in the process. This 
resulted in heavy law enforcement harassment and 
a press release issued by the public relations wing 
of the Forest Service stating that activists at Fall 
Creek were responsible. 

So who is this guy and who is he working for? He 
doesn't seem to be a wannabe industry-sponsored, 
Clausen-type loser from the federal documents. 
Rather it seems as though the Forest Service, the 
agency that is supposed to be stewarding our pub- 
lic lands, is involved in some Matlock-like activi- 
ties by employing Terry Johnson to snoop around 
basecamps that are committed to the preservation 
work that the agency is supposed to be doing. In a 
document received from the 
California Department of 
Corrections, it looks like the 
Feds have given this former 
inmate a plea bargain to do 
some counterintelligence for 
them. 

On May 20, 1977,TerryRoy 
Johnson was convicted of un- 
lawful violation of personal 
liberty, burglary and at- 
tempted taking of a vehicle. 
According to the records all 
three crimes happened simultaneously. Un- 
lawful violation of personal liberty, if you 
don't know your legal terms, translates into 
kidnapping. His sentence was set at ten years in 
the federal pen, but his plea let him out in 
three. So here he is today making the circuit 
around various resistance campaigns doing the 
Fed's dirty work. Since his antics have circulated 
around the movement and since he was most 
recently eighty-sixed from Yellowstone, Terry 
Johnson hasn't shown his mug at one single weekly 
meeting, any demos or any planning meetings. 

Terry Johnson was born on September 24, 1955; 
stands 6'1 and weighs 200 pounds; has brown hair 
and blue eyes. His hair has recently been back 
length, and he usually has a scruffy facial hair. If ya 
see him lurking around your fire, put on your size 
tens and give him the boot! 



... at Buffalo Field Campaign 


McCarthy Meets Warner Creek 


by Steve Holmer 

The United States House of Repre- 
sentatives Resources Committee and 
the Subcommittee on Forests and For- 
est Health have conducted a series of 
investigations and hearings over the 
past year to harass administration offi- 
cials and promote the idea that, due to 
political pressure from the White 
House, the US Forest Service has been 
coddling protesters, and as a result, 
they are failing to get the cut out. 

At a hearing a year ago, Chairman 
Helen Chenoweth (R-ID) requested the 
Forest Service prepare a "report on eco- 
terrorism in the national forests and 
what the Forest Service has done to 
combat these terrorists, including the 
use of conspiracy or RICO statutes." 
The Forest Service responded with a 
one page report that begins "although 
the term 'anti-timber terrorist group 
activities' is unclear, we assume you are 
referring to unlawful acts committed 
by persons who oppose the harvesting 
of timber from public lands." 

Chenoweth responded to the report 
by stating, "this response is an insult to 
this subcommittee and it illustrates 
how seriously the Forest Service is com- 
bating eco-terrorism." The Resources 
Committee was instructed to convene 
"a task force" on the "Warner Creek 
Timber Sale Eco-Terrorism Incident and 
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Related Matters" and to hold several 
hearings to discuss the agency's han- 
dling of the 1996-97 Warner Creek 
blockade in Oregon's Willamette Na- 
tional Forest. In this case, the commit- 
tee seems to be convinced that higher- 
ups in the Clinton administration or- 
dered the Forest Service to lay off the 
blockade as a result of pressure from 
the environmental community. 

Ranking democrat on the Resources 
Committee, George Miller (D-CA) re- 
sponded with a scathing letter to Chair- 
man Don Young (R-AK) saying, "The 
Majority has raised the specter, in a 
memo to Members, of wrongdoing by 
administration officials, including vio- 
lations of unspecified criminal laws. 
Yet no evidence has been disclosed 
either to the Minority or the public to 
support these and other serious allega- 
tions. The one-sided, partisan investi- 
gation that has been undertaken to 
this point fails to meet even minimum 
standards of objectivity and fair play. 
Rather, your inquiry appears a partisan 
effort to harass and intimidate federal 
agencies undertaken largely in secret 
by the Majority." 

The Resources Committee under 
Young's leadership operates in a very 
McCarthyite fashion. The Committee 
has subpoenaed tens of thousands of 
documents, including every document 
the Western Ancient Forest Campaign 


(now American Lands) had ever given 
the Council on Environmental Qual- 
ity relating to the Salvage Rider. In 
another glaring example of harassment, 
Chairman Young recently attempted 
to intimidate public employees in the 
Southwest by requesting their affilia- 
tions with environmental groups such 
as the Sierra Club. 

So great is the committee's para- 
noia that the second hearing on 
Warner Creek was held behind closed 
doors. Federal marshals were present 
inside the hearing room to intimi- 
date the witnesses and posted outside 
to prevent the public from entering. 
An official gag order was placed on all 
of the administration's witnesses pre- 
venting them from discussing the 
hearing with anyone. 

The Warner Creek "investigation" is 
ongoing, but to date, no credible evi- 
dence of wrongdoing has been pre- 
sented. Calling the Warner Creek pro- 
test eco-terrorism stretches the facts 
beyond all recognition. The Forest Ser- 
vice did not classify the famous Or- 
egon forest defense action as eco-ter- 
rorism and, despite calls from the pros- 
ecutor for fines and community ser- 
vice, the judge let the activists go free 
with no penalties. Paul Fishman, for- 
merly of the Justice Department, has 
denied there was political pressure to 
not arrest or prosecute the activists. 

On May 21, a hearing focusing on 
the conduct of Forest Service Law En- 
forcement featured Forest Service Law 


Enforcement Director William Wasley. 
Chenoweth repeatedly questioned 
Wasley about why the agency wasn't 
taking stronger action against the for- 
est activists at Cove/Mallard in Idaho. 
A series of timber industry witnesses 
described all forms of citizen protest as 
"eco-terrorism " and called on the com- 
mittee to administer block grants to 
states to aid local law enforcement and 
the courts in responding to forest de- 
fense actions (stay tuned, this could be 
a rider soon). 

Director Wasley opposed this idea 
but did admit that the Forest Service 
was stretched thin and lacked adequate 
resources to deal with forest activism 
in remote areas like Cove/Mallard while 
protests were happening in Oregon at 
the same time. He also said that the 
agency has other three other law en- 
forcement priorities: basic policing to 
deal with crime associated with the 
growing number of visitors to the na- 
tional forests; timber theft, which 
Wasley testified "is still a major prob- 
lem on the national forests" and drug 
interdiction, primarily marijuana eradi- 
cation. Wasley reported these factors 
limit the resources available to deal 
with forest defenders. 

Steve Holmer is campaign coordinator 
for American Lands protecting national 
forests from logging, roadbuilding, graz- 
ing, invasive species, off-road vehicles, 
inequitable land exchanges and efforts to 
gut our nation's forest protection laws 
and regulations. 
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Resisting Mad Car Disease in Europe 

B 


ike lanes painted by guerilla gangs of 
Warsaw urban environmentalists. Life- 
sized cardboard cars paraded around and 
burnt by Dijon eco-anarchists. Eight lanes of Mu- 
nich traffic crossed diagonally in mid-intersection, 
by a sole activist defying the car. These are the ac- 
tions of the European car-free movement. 

You’ve probably heard of Reclaim the Streets 
in Britain, but maybe not Ecologistas en Accion 
in Spain. When Madrid’s mayor proposed a 
network of 140 km of underground highways, the 
Ecologistas presented the city’s leaders with a 
“genetically-modified creature,” half-human and 
half-mole, designed to survive in the new urban 
habitat. Homo madritensis futuribilis appeared 
frequently at tunnel inaugrations and peppered the 
mayor’s re-election campaign with shows of 
“gratitude” for such excavating enthusiasm. 

Then there’s Maloka in Dijon, not the largest 
of groups but certainly one of the most creative. 
They’ve invented a device that attaches to a bicy- 
cle and leaves behind a bike-lane stripe in its wake. 
They’ve also driven their cardboard cars Fred 
Flintstone-like all over town covered with slogans 
such as “I pollute, make my driver aggressive and 
never will let you live until 2012.” 

In Russia, members of the group Atshy have 
been arrested for holding banners in front of the 
government halls without a permit. Three weeks 
later, the police were unsure what to charge them 
with when a legal funeral procession appeared 
before the same building. The pall bearers of the 




Caucasian Biosphere Reserve wore names of the 
authorities responsible for the planned road which 
would “bury” the reserve. 

Meanwhile in Eastern Germany, the A17 Ac- 
tion Camp has been blocking work and holding 
resistance weekends with music, theatre, cinema 
and action. On International Transport Action Day, 
passersby were confronted 
by quotes from poet Goethe t 
scrawled on 1 5-foot square J 
picture frames, which ^ 
captured the threatened 
landscape. ^ 

It’s clear. A movement 
has formed to liberate 
cities across Europe from 
the car, a growing movement m 
making itself heard louder and louder across na- 
tional boundaries and language barriers. At a 
conference called Towards Car-Free Cities in 
1 997, this international movement came together 
for a first-time fusion of ideas, experiences and 
culture — 65 activists representing 50 groups 
from 21 countries. It was there that Car Busters 
was founded, as a means to maintain the 
momentum and international exchange that was 
started there. 

Two years later, Car Busters has published five 
issues of its quarterly magazine and eight issues 
of its monthly bulletin, set up a clearinghouse of 
mail-order resources, produced a copyright-free 
graphics booklet, submitted to peer pressure and 


tel: +(33) 472-00-2357 
fax: +(33) 478-28-5778 
carbusters@wanadoo.fr 
www.antenna.nl/eyfa/cb 
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set up a web site, established an international 
staffing program, and raised money for and helped 
organize the second Towards Car-Free Cities 
conference, to be held this October in Krakow, 
Poland, to help kick car culture out of the East. 

Car Busters attempts to keep the urban 
environmentalists of Warsaw in touch with the 
transport campaigners of Budapest, and the eco- 
anarchists of Dijon in touch with the bike activists 
and blockaders across the pond. Because there’s 
a lot of inspriring groups and crazy ideas out there 
which should be contagious. 

As someone in the anti-Mil campaign once 
yelled from the top of a crane: “We are more pos- 
sible than they can powerfully imagine.” ■ 
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Save This Patch of Dirt 
Beside a Pig Farm 


Sick of breathtaking wilderness? Tired of endan- 
gered species running around your campsite and pos- 
ing for camera shots? Why not come to a beautiful 
British road camp, home of farms and mud. 

Believe it or not, British activists spend count- 
less hours fighting to keep roads from plowing over 
places like this. Saving the countryside is one rea- 
son, but not the main reason people fight roads. 

While most enviros wouldn’t show much interest 
in stopping a proposed highway unless it bisected 
an area of ecological significance, being a radical 
environmentalist should mean moving beyond this. 

Why? Turns out that roads can cause a lot more 
environmental damage through air pollution and green- 
house gases than through the loss of whatever habi- 
tat the road happens to bisect. And road building, of 
course, represents an imposition of one transporta- 
tion mode to the exclusion of many other, more 
sustainable ones. And it doesn’t solve the problem. 

Unless we understand these issues, we’re likely to 
make severe errors like supporting one bypass route 
over another because the “better” one would spare an 
ecologically sensitive area. (Okay, so many transporta- 
tion activists are too busy having asthma attacks to 
realize that wilderness exists. No one’s perfect here.) 

Since conservationists focus on the habitat that a 
road would destroy, and since transportation activists 
focus on the damage caused by the road itself, both 
types of activists need to understand each other's 
viewpoints. So to start, here’s a few concepts to help 
EFIers understand the car-free movement: 

• traffic generation and evaporation - Build or 
widen roads and cars will come, before long filling 
the road to capacity. But pedestrianize streets or 
subtract car lanes, and traffic will evaporate like 
magic. Just as obesity isn’t cured by loosening your 
belt, congestion can’t be cured by building more car 
infrastructure. We determine traffic levels by the 
amount of public space we give to cars. 

• * predict and provide" planning - Question 
your traffic planner! Since traffic expands to fill 
available road space, predictions of traffic growth 
simply justify more car infrastructure. The predic- 
tions are only made true when we add the infra- 
structure and surprise, surprise, along comes the 


predicted traffic. A self-fulfilling prophecy. 

• social speed- Car drivers seem to be going faster 
than anyone else. But when you divide the time they 
spend earning the $5, 000/year it costs to drive by the 
distance they travel, they’re actually going less than 5 
mph, which is certainly faster than a snail. 

• driving as addiction - The idea that we must 
provide drivers with alternatives is a red herring. Most 
drivers won’t kick the habit as long as it is convenient, 
economical and socially acceptable — despite whatever 
alternatives exist. So driving must be made inconve- 
nient, expensive and frowned upon socially. 

• never “clean" or “green" -The “green" car would 
be a wonderful idea. If it wasn’t for issues of public 
space, isolation, human death, roadkill, stress, waste 
and sprawl. Not to mention the effects of the “alterna- 
tive" fuel sources themselves. With a growing global 
car fleet, more “zero-emission" vehicles don’t mean 
less total pollution. 

• no new cars - Fifty-five percent of a car’s total 
pollution is emitted before it even hits the road. So 
buying a new car normally creates much more pollution 
than keeping your old car, even if the old one was a 
gas guzzling hunk of rust. And if you sell your old car, 
chances are someone else will still be driving it around. 
You do the math: that’s one more car on the planet. 

• energy efficiency - Cars are 1% efficient on 
average, meaning only 1% of the fuel burned goes into 
actually moving the passenger. Alternative car designs 
can give modest improvements, but bikes are the 
most energy-efficient means of transport yet invented. 

• time pollution - Since people tend to spend the 
same amount of time travelling regardless of how they 
do it, high-speed transportation doesn’t leave people 
with more time, but just leads to sprawled-out develop- 
ment, in which one's destinations are spaced widely 
apart rather than condensed in walkable clusters. 

• reclaim the streets - The streets were once filled 
with community life rather than the individual isolation 
of rushing car traffic. Reclaim the streets to reclaim 
our public space and our lives. Just say no to Prozac 
and address a root cause of depression. With up to 
half of our urban environment paved over and devoted 
to the car, it’s time to tear up the tarmac (that’s de- 
pave to you Yanks), and re-green our habitat. Yippee! ■ 


Arrested for 
Squatting A Couch 



Today, March 27, felt like the first day of spring. The sun and warmth 
brought hordes outdoors to celebrate the end of winter by ambling along 
St. Denis, one of Montreal’s great strolling streets. The sidewalks pulsed 
with pedestrians. In the gutter, winter’s last traces trickled toward the 
sewers. Strolling along, I and my partner Angela spotted a couch that was 
waiting for the garbage truck. We looked at it, looked at each other, 
moved it to the edge of the road, and sat down. 

We settled in, soaked up some rays, and read the paper. Unexpect- 
edly, the sofa had become a tool for liberating a small chunk of pavement 
from the cars, allowing people to gather and visit. 

St. Denis walkers have a lively pace. They snake along briskly, heads 
bobbing and panning, taking it all in. Thousands slithered by. When their 
glance alighted on us they smiled. Thousands of smiles. Many burst out 
laughing. Humor thrives on the unexpected. The psychology of the street 
was subtly changed by the incongruous and intuitively appropriate scene. 

Some gave us the thumbs up. Parents chuckled and elbowed their 
kids to have a look. One woman, loosened by alcohol, joined us and 
began heckling the people passing by: "Bring out your furniture. We need 
a kitchen table.” I joined in: “Anybody have any plants?” 

Sitting in the street we observed how the hordes of pedestrians were 
herded onto the narrow sidewalks, while the vast majority of the space 
was hogged by two-ton tin cans speeding, honking and dangerously 
pushing their weight around. We gloried in taking back a bit of space and 
giving it back to people. Imagine mini “Reclaim Some Tarmac” actions 
popping up all over the paved planet. A sofa here, a carpet there, a 
rocking chair. Little chunks of convivial, neighborly space to hang out in 
can be found in any city. Tiny plazas; noncommercial people-places. 
Liberated space. “Beneath the tarmac: the beach,” as in the graffiti 
slogan from Paris 1968. 

A police car visited. “Is this your sofa?” they asked. “No, we’re just sitting 
in it.” Confused, they drove off. Photographers snapped. Kids jumped in. The 
limber and the hobbled stopped, looked and lounged with us. 

We were there for a couple of hours; maybe we were having too much 
fun. A second police car showed up as the sun dipped beneath the 
buildings. The officers were not amused. We were interfering with the 
traffic flow, they said. Someone shouted that the traffic was actually being 
blocked by the cop car. (In truth we weren't impacting the traffic: the 
couch was in the lane where parked cars usually squat.) 

Next thing I knew, my hands were forced behind my back and 
handcuffs pressed on. The crowd booed. Into the back seat and off to the 
station. Why weren’t the police dealing with the true criminals — speeding 
motorists and drunk drivers? A glorious day ended on a sour note with 
three hours in a holding cell and two $135 tickets. I left them with my 
fingerprints in their snazzy computer, and their camera framed a scowly 
portrait for the rogues’ gallery. 

Over the decades we have lost our cities to smog, noise, speed, and 
asphalt little by little: a road widening here, a parking lot there. And we 
can restore cities to people in a similar fashion. A couch here, a rug there, 
a street party. A loaf of bread, a jug of wine and now — let’s take back the 
streets bit by bit. Why not try it: it's fun, and all sorts of passersby will join 
in, reclaiming what’s rightfully ours. 

My ticket says: “Couch in the street." Maybe it’s time to put the street 
on the couch and analyze it: given the shortage of room in our cities, is 
parking a car really the best use for that space? Seems kinda crazy to me! 

After they let me out I put my shoelaces back on, headed for the Metro 
and returned to the scene of the crime. The couch had been moved onto the 
sidewalk. I sat on it for a few minutes pondering the flow. Shoe leather 
fluttered by on the sidelines, and all was back to “normal”: the main stage 
swirled with speeding steel and screechy rubber. The same police car 
cruised by again. I wasn’t occupying any asphalt. The cop just waved. ■ 


‘Tooker Gomberg is an activist, writer and former Edmonton city 
councillor now working for Greenpeace Canada. This article is appearing 
simultaneously in issue #5 of Car Busters magazine. 
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The result would be more compact cities with both denser habitation and more 
open space, with everything from solar energy and greywater recycling to rooftop 
organic gardens and all-local, sustainably produced building materials. A place 
where the human footprint on the planet is reduced to the minimum, given we 
can’t have six billion hunter-gatherers. A place you’d want to live, rather than 
escape from, and where nature — even some wildness — can regain a foothold. ■ 


Many environmentalists see cities as a place to escape from, unaesthetic, 
barely tolerable places that are inherently unsustainable. Yet it’s rarely the 
higher population densities that make many cities uninviting, it’s the bad 
development patterns and car dependence combined with a lot of people. Still 
we tend to associate cities with the above picture, rather than what they could 
be with a little imagination and a lot of work? 


Meanwhile, other environmentalists are working to transform the urban 
environment into a human habitat that embraces nature. They bring natural 
creeks back to life, tear up parking lots, redesign architecture, establish light- 
rail lines, start community gardens, fight for pedestrian streets, set up co- 
housing projects, and generally work to make urban living green at every level. 


The SUV. Vehicle of ranchers, farmers 
and workers of the great outdoors. Vehicle 
of suburban businessmen, negotiating the 
speed bumps on the rough ride home. 
Vehicle of environmentalists, battling it 
out in the forest for what they believe in. 

The SUV, besides being heavy enough to 
frequently mangle other drivers in a collision, 
has only two-thirds of the fuel efficiency of 
your average car, and is exempt from federal 
pollution laws. But first, a bit of history. 

1975. Lines at the gas pump and con- 
tinual price increases. Efficiency regulations 
are introduced to wean the country off a 
compromising foreign oil dependence. SUVs 
are exempted, not because they're big and 
sexy, but to avoid disadvantaging farmers. 

“Why just own the road when you can 
own the planet?” Nissan's ad is just one of 
a generation which commodifies nature and 
portrays the SUV as the essential vehicle for 


life — even life in the concrete jungle. It’s the 
1990’s and it’s less socially acceptable than it 
used to be to beat up your wife. But you can still 
beat up the outback. 

1999 and it seems the advertising has paid 
off. Light trucks are now one-third of the cars on 
U.S. roads. It’s even socially acceptable for 
environmentalists to own them, though they’re 
mostly used by suburbanites navigating the wilds 
of downtown. With a bit of help from industry 
lobby groups such as the Coalition for Vehicle 
Choice, the exemption in the regulations has 
weathered the Middle East crisis of the '91, and 
remains a comfy polluting loophole. 

Light trucks are now the fastest-growing 
source of US greenhouse gases. And people 
keep buying them. Range Rover, Dakota, Expe- 
dition, Mountaineer, Bronco, Rodeo. Real men 
don’t conquer nature, they round up industry 
and close government loopholes. ■ 

Adapted from an article by Philip Goff. 


Why not subscribe to Car Busters'*. 

You get 963 subscriptions for the cost of a Fiat! 


Yes, here’s a little something I found under the sofa. I look forward to receiving 
the quarterly Car Busters magazine and reclaiming my life from the car. 

□ I’m enclosing a check for US$17.50 for a one-year subscription or CAN$20 cash. 


□ I’m enclosing a donation of 


Name: 


because otherwise I'd blow it all on beer. 


Group, if any: 


Address: 


□ I want to receive the monthly bulletin, so here’s my e-mail address. I’m aware that if I 

don’t write legibly, I won’t get the bulletin. ^ 

□ Here’s US$7.40 for a copy of the Car Busters Graphics Book, which is 44 pages of 
reproducible, copyright-free transportation-related graphics for use in my campaigns. 

U.S. address for subscriptions: Car Busters, P.O. Box 10141, Berkeley, CA 94709 

tel: +(33) 472-00-2357 - fax: +(33) 478-28-5778 - carbusters@wanadoo.fr 


Why Eco- Cities? 

Artwork by Richard Register 







People work tirelessly to protect forests from logging. For 
good reason. But climate change will mean drastic changes in 
the conditions that species have spent thousands of years 
adapting to. Forests will be left struggling to adapt, or migrate. 

The only problem: Trees can’t run. A quarter of our forests 
will fry from global warming by 2100 \ unless we take 
drastic steps to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

Save the forests. Kill the car. 

CAR 


1 according to 1998 calculations by researchers from the Tokyo Technological Institute and the (Japanese) National Ecological Research Institute, 
based on the International Panel on Climate Change prediction of a two-degree centigrade rise in average global temperature by 2100. If this is a rise 
of 3.5 degrees, the researchers calculate 43 percent of the world’s forests would die. 






panish Against Iota Dam 

A protest took place at the Basque 
regional parliament in Pamplona, 
Spain against the building of the mas- 
sively destructive lota Dam. The dam 
is part of a wider plan for industrial and 
tourist development of the region and 
will flood 48 square miles. There has 
been a history of resistance to the 
project. In 1996, eight people cut dam 
cables across the valley each weighing 
140 tons, causing untold damage and 
setting work back by 11 months. 

Oh April 7, people from 20 coun- 
tries chained themselves to the metal 
grills surrounding the parliament 
building, scaled the side of the build- 
ing and hung banners. Parliamentary 
police yanked people off the windows, 
cut chains and poked people with 
scaffold tubes to get them off the 
facade. Thirty-three people were ar- 
rested. Charges and expulsion pro- 
ceedings are being brought against 
resistors. As one British activist com- 
mented, "This is not a local issue, it's 
a European one. European companies 
and tourists are the reason this dam is 
going ahead." 


Impoundments and Evictions 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) conducted a livestock in Black Mesa 


Recalling St. George's Hill 

On April 3, 350 years after the origi- 
nal band of revolutionary roundheads 
known as the Diggers settled in to 
cultivate St. George's Hill in Surrey, a 
new group of like-minded diggers set 
out to do the same. In 1649, when die 
original diggers settled on St. George's 
Hill it was common land. Nowadays it 
comprises two golf courses and one of 
the most exclusive estates in lUitaifjE: - ’■ 

The most recent occupation started 
with a march of 300 people onto the 
hill. A communal settlement was es- 
tablished, crops were planted and 
structures erected. There was one vio- 
lent incident when a resident of the 
estate pulled up in a four wheel drive 
vehicle, started removing information 
boards and, when challenged, 
punched a man in the face. On the 
other hand, many residents were sup- 
portive (but not to the point where 
they gave up their land and privilege, 
of course!). One of the aims of the 
occupation was to increase public 
rights of access to St. George's Hill. 

Eventually the owners, North Sur- 
rey Water, obtained an eviction order. 
The diggers, deciding that a defended 
eviction was not part of the aim, left 
the hill on April 16. 

* * \~~lf f*'.v s.i* , O I 

Korean Students Occupy 
GM Greenhouse 

Korean students and environmen- 
tal activists organized a direct action 
$ against GM (genetically-modified) 
technology at the center of Korean 
agricultural biotechnology — the Na- 
tional Institute of Agricultural Science 
and Technology. 

The action started when about ten 
students and activists occupied and 
blockaded a greenhouse where field 
trials of GM crops were being con- 
ducted. They placed a big banner with 
the X symbol over the greenhouse and 
chained themselves to the building's 
entrance. Other activists demonstrated 
outside with placards that read "No 
Genetic Engineering." 

Koreans are shaken by the fact that 
the government allows the field trials 
of GM crops while it does not even 
have legislation or an agency to moni- 
tor and regulate the experiments. One 
of the participants said, "Genetic en- 
gineering is good for the economy, 
they say, but can this be a good excuse 
for ignoring the environment, public 
health and ethical considerations?" 


The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) conducted a livestock 
inventory this winter designed to force any Dine still living on 
the Hopi Partition Land (HPL) to obtain new grazing permits 
as part of the new Accommodation Agreement (AA) lease 
implementation. Over the last few months, several truckloads 
of armed Hopi Rangers and BIA officials have shown up at 
each homesite to count animals. 

BIA and Hopi monitors have been observing the animals 
for years. Any livestock in excess of the permits is consid- 
ered a trespass and therefore illegal, according to the BIA. 
The BIA has issued five-day notices to impound trespass 
animals. The notices last for a year and can be enforced 
without warning. Grandmothers are never quite sure when 
to be prepared to defend their homesite and livestock. The 
stated reason for the impoundments is overgrazing. How- 
ever, the family is allowed to buy back the impounded 
livestock at outrageous rates — only to face pos- 
sible impoundment again. The Dine generally 
don't have the money to buy back their ani- 
mals, and residents have said that the permit- 
ted level of livestock is not sustainable. The 
sheep are used for food, for trade and at cer- 
emonies. The grandmothers weave the wool 
into rugs to sell for money. The sheep and goats 
are at the center of their livelihood. 

Ninety-day notices to vacate, distributed by 
the federal Office of Navajo-Hopi Indian Reloca- 
tion, were received by 14 residents of non-signer 
homesites and expired on April 25. The notices 
demanded that residents make timely arrange- 
ments to relocate or lose their right to reside on 
the HPL. Relocation housing awaits them at the 
New Lands, an area contaminated by a 1979 
radioactive spill near Sanders, Arizona. If the 
"trespasser" does not take action to move, the US 
Attorney's Office will review their case for pos- 
sible forced eviction. 

This final phase of relocation is in full effect now. 
Supporters and resisters have reported US military planes 
flying only 200 feet off the ground. These tactics are 
intended to frighten the grandmothers and make the sheep 
unmanageable. 

Several Dine supporters have been detained in the past few 
months. In one such case, a supporter was held in a pain 


compliance hold for 45 minutes by three rangers, while 
another ranger confronted a grandmother concerning her 
livestock. This is an attempt to break down the Dine and 
prepare the land for mining by Peabody Coal Company. 

Dine families have requested that supporters of the 
resistance come live on Black Mesa to herd sheep, cook, 
chop wood, repair hogans, houses, corrals and vehicles as 
well as to garden, witness harassment and help with daily 
living. It is very important to come prepared so that your 
host family is not overburdened. Families prefer if sup- 
porters can stay one month or longer. Supply runs and 
weekend work parties are also appreciated. Contact Big 
Mountain Indigenous Support (BMIS) for a supply list. 
Next winter will be a critical time at Black Mesa, and 



The high desert within the four Sacred Mountains 

support will be needed. If you can't come out to the land, 
consider outreach, education and benefits to raise money 
for supplies. We provide cultural sensitivity packets for 
people planning to help on the land. BMIS is based in 
Flagstaff, AZ, two to three hours from Big Mountain. 

Contact BMIS at POB 23501, Flagstaff, AZ 86002; (520) 
773-8086. All donations are tax-deductible. 

— Big Mountain Indigenous Support 


A Dine Elder Who Will TVot Move 


by Roberta Blackgoat 

The followingis a statement by Roberta 
Blackgoat, a Dine elder, resisting reloca- 
tion inBigMountain, Arizona (April 1 4, 
1999). 

My name is Roberta Blackgoat. I 
am speaking to you from Thin Rock 
Mesa, the place where I live, the place 
where I've been bom and raised and 
been taught how to live. 

For 25 years I've been dealing with 
the government trying to move me 
off my ancestral lands. My great, 
great ancestors have been bom here, 
and they've been buried in this area. 
Around here there is a lot of my 
ancestor's graveyard sites. 

My grandfather taught me how to 
care for life on the land in the sacred 
ways, with the sacred prayers and the 
sacred songs. He told me how in the 
very beginning the world was cre- 
ated and how the Great Spirit has 
surveyed it for the Dine people in this 
area, between the Sacred Mountains: 
Mount Blanca in Colorado, Mount 
Taylor in New Mexico, San Francisco 
Peaks in Arizona and Mount Hespems 
in Colorado. Between these four Sa- 
cred Mountains is a room for the 
Dine people, where it has been made 
like a church, and way out on the 
west side, by the San Francisco Peaks, 
inside the room is our altar. 

We are being told to move off the 
land. This is our altar that we can't 


give up. We can't sell it, we can’t buy it, 
we just have to take care of it and have 
people live in this area. 

This is why I really need it to be 
understood. The government, what they 
want this land for, is what the Mother 
Earth is living on. She is supposed to 
have a liver, lungs and a heart... Just like 
our bodies, the Mother Earth has inter- 
nal organs. These are the precious and 
valuable minerals that she needs, and so 
all the equipment and things we make, 
all our food, even ourselves is made out 
of the Mother Earth, and even money is 
a part of her body that has been turned 
into money. And now the greed is al- 
ways working against our Mother Earth, 
and Mother Earth is suffering. 

We've been hearing a lot about torna- 
does and earthquakes. A lot of these 
warnings have been going on. That's 
Her breath because She is suffering, and 
her breath is giving us warnings. 

Please, I am wanting to have this 
understood by writing letters to the 
Congressional leaders, the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs and all these people to 
know we have a pain feeling for our 
Mother Earth. She's getting more sur- 
gery and no patch to it. It's just when a 
human being has surgery and some- 
thing is patched, but I don't believe 
Mother Earth has any patches. They 
just keep on killing her more and more. 

I am just needing for this to be heard. 

I am not begging for money or any- 
thing, but I'm really hanging on to the 


world for my Dine people and every 
living thing. There is a great loss on 
the mountains, the wildlife people 
are living there. And even the water, 
the people that live in the water are 
smuggling with all the pollution and 
the sickness in the spirit of the water 
and also all the human beings, us 
Indians, all the different tribes, they 
are all facing the same struggles with 
their land and their food. They are 
suffering also, not just the Navajos 
are suffering. It's all Indians living in 
this Indian country are suffering. 

I do hope to be having a great help 
from all you people who are aware, 
by having you write to President 
Clinton, Senator McCain and Bruce 
Babbitt. Please let them have their 
hearts be touched. 

I have heard of the white man's 
story, how the Creator made the 
first man, and He saw that he was 
lonely and so He created a woman 
for him, and He told them that all 
the things they could see were for 
them, but they must not eat the 
apple on the tree. So it is for us Dine 
people. The Creator has told us we 
must look after the land in between 
the four sacred mountains. So write 
to the politicians and tell them that 
if they want us Dine people to move 
off our sacred land they should sue 
the Creator. 

I think this will be all. 

Thank you, 

Roberta Blackgoat, POB 349, 
Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039 
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Coffeetaii r in the Biff Wild 


by Gary Macfarlane 

An eight-year-old may believe in the goodness of 
god(dess), the evilness of the devil, and that right, 
truth and the wild, especially the wild, will prevail. 
Well, almost believe it. Eight-year-olds are smart. A 
few years of industrial reality tweaks that outlook to 
something like this: It is delusional to think that 
anything could be construed as a victory for all that 
is good and wild, even if it bites you in the nether 
regions, wolverine jaws locking down and clamping 
shut. Then again, the recent events at Cove/Mallard 
just might be the tonic for unbelievers, eight-year- 
olds or otherwise. Well, almost. 

Anything that dates back in time is bound to have 
twists and turns like the switchbacks on the Campbell 
Ferry trail leading out of the Salmon River Canyon. 
Agatha Christie ain't got nothing on Cove/Mallard 
for suspense, action or sheer lunacy. About 30-some 
miles of the 145 miles of roads and some 15-20 
million board feet of the 82-million board feet origi- 
nally targeted have been cut. As it stands today, three 
(four if you count the Small sale) of the nine proposed 
Cove/Mallard sales have been cut. The others are yet 
to be sold. 

More importantly, most of Cove/Mallard, about 
65,000 to 70,000 acres of the formerly wild 76,000 
acres, is still wild and unroaded. Cove/Mallard is only 
a part, though it is a biologically crucial part, of the 
largest single roadless area in the lower 48 states. That 
area, over three-million acres in size includes core 
lands protected as the Frank Church-River of No 
Return and Gospel Hump Wilderness Areas with sur- 
rounding unprotected wildlands like Cove/Mallard 
and Otter-Wing. 

The following conversation between two EFlers was 
accidentally overheard at a public place in Moscow, 
Idaho. One Earthy was sipping some organic, locally 
grown, herbal tea in a reusable, hand-crafted, ceramic 
to-go mug. The other was chugging a dumpster-dived, 
half-empty, recyclable bottle of rot-gut. 

•Fact One (or, thus the angel spake): The Cove/ 
Mallard Environmental Impact Study (EIS) will be 
over ten-years old after the moratorium is over. Most 
site-specific EIS's need to be supplemented. That means 
a whole new EIS with public comment period after five 
years. We have won! 


•Counterpoint One (or, thus the demon spake): 
This is Idaho. Environmental legal precedents are 
ignored. Idaho Federal District Judge Lodge, regardless 
of how respectable he looks in his black robe and 
snowy-white coif, will never rule for the wild, regard- 
less of the legalities involved. 

•Fact Two (or, thus the angel averred): Forest 
Service personnel have admitted privately that the 
Cove/Mallard sales are in trouble. The agency will 
withdraw the outdated EIS due to public and inter- 
nal concern about its age. Fur- 
thermore, the Freddies know 
they would be foolish to at- 
tempt a supplemental EIS be- 
cause the public outcry would 
be too much. The end is nigh! 

•Counterpoint Two (or, thus 
the demon smirked): This is 
Idaho. The Freddies, regardless 
of how green they look in their 
polyester uniforms, will never 
do anything good for the wild, 
especially Cove/Mallard. 

•Fact Three (or, thus the 
angel implored): Forest Ser- 
vice Chief Dombeck came up 
with this moratorium spe- 
cifically for Cove/Mallard 
and other threatened areas 
in the Wild Rockies. We have 
an opportunity to move for- 
ward, make progress and pro- 
tect areas. Besides, why else 
would all these other areas 
in the country be excluded from the moratorium 
if it wasn't designed to protect Cove/Mallard and 
the Wild Rockies? 

• Counterpoint Three (or, thus the demon 
chortled): This is Idaho. Idaho's Targhee National 
Forest is excluded from the moratorium. So is 
Otter-Wing, just a few miles away from Cove/ 
Mallard. Besides, Clinton and Dombeck are smart 
at playing politics. There are no democratic votes 
anywhere in the Gem state so the administration 
loses nothing and gains support from the main- 
stream greens for this short-lived gesture without 
any real teeth. Besides, this so-called moratorium 


is only 18-months long, just enough time to get us 
focused on a plethora of other problems and then, 
bam, the Cove/Mallard sales will be back with a 
vengeance. 

•Fact Four (or, thus the angel cursed and swore): 
Go to hell you damned fool! You can't see the 
positive in anything, even if it bit you on the butt! 
These are all good signs. The Cove/Mallard sales 
are essentially over. Dombeck has come through. 
We have won! 

•Counterpoint Four (or, 
thus the demon laughed): 
This is Idaho. In other 
words, Larry Craig, Helen 
Chenoweth, Dirk (aka 
Dork) Kempthorne, Mike 
Crapo (aka . . . ), JR Simplot, 
Boise-Cascade, Potlatch 
Timber Company. By the 
way, thanks for cursing me 
to somewhere other than 
Idaho. 

Well, the upshot of all of 
this is that the Cove/Mal- 
lard Coalition is preparing 
to cover all the possibili- 
ties. The coalition is under- 
taking defense of other ar- 
eas in the Greater Salmon- 
Selway ecosystem this sum- 
mer, not just Cove/Mallard, 
by continuing to oppose the 
nearby Otter-Wing timber 
sale. (Note: The moratorium 
doesn't protect this area as it was sold before the 
moratorium was enacted.) Other visionary organiza- 
tions are also doing what they can to defend Otter- 
Wing. Marc Fink has filed a lawsuit on behalf of 
Friends of the Clearwater, the Idaho Sporting Con- 
gress, the Ecology Center, the Northern Rockies 
Preservation Project and others in an Idaho Federal 
District Court. 

As usual, people are needed. The Cove/Mallard 
Coalition can be reached at POB 8968, Moscow, 
ID 83483; (208) 882-9755; cove@moscow.com. 
Come to the Big Wild (or what is left of it) this 
summer! 



Moose spirits helped shut down logging at Cove/Mallard 


Bankruptcy 101 With Unde Ramon 


by Uncle Ramon 

(Hippie Alert: This article may con- 
tain confusing words such as "assets" 
and "liabilities." For simpler fare, try 
"Dear Shit for Brains.") 

"B-K all the way!" 

"B-K all the way!" 

With the above cheer resounding 
through the vast halls of super-lawyer 
D. Bernard Zaleha's (Bernie-the-attor- 
ney) Boise, Idaho, offices, the lawsuit 
against your uncle in federal bank- 
ruptcy court was dropped. Thus, after 
five years and one month of harass- 
ment (and just six days before trial), I 
am officially bankrupt, and I'm leav- 
ing Highland Enterprises, Inc. in 
Grangeville, Idaho, to go whistle up a 
tripod at Cove/Mallard. 

Ergo, since this tactic seems to have 
worked, in a helter-skelter way, we 
thought we'd share. Pay attention: 
This will be on the final. 

A Citizens Guide to Bankruptcy 

A) Ground Rules: 

1 . Your "liabilities" must exceed your 
"assets." (Hippies — I warned you!) 

2. You are required to pay your 
federal government for any back in- 
come taxes owed for the three-year 
period prior to your declaration of 
bankruptcy. (Serves you right for hav- 


ing an income in the first place.) 

3. You are required to pay your 
federal government for your student 
loans. (Serves you right for borrow- 
ing money from your federal govern- 
ment so you can be taught what your 
federal government wants you to be 
taught so you can get a job and pay 
your federal government its income 
taxes. Do you have this all figured 
out, or what?) 

4. You are required to pay your 
federal government a fee in the 
amount of $ 1 75. (I told you I had this 
all figured out!) 

B) Benefits to you, your family and 
society: 

1. Disgrace. You finally will have 
achieved absolute "black sheep" sta- 
tus in your family. Yes, it does feel 
good. 

2. High self-esteem. Not for you, for 
your family. Compared with you, they 
can now strut about like some supe- 
rior species. 

3. Beer. People who used to mooch 
now will buy you a round. Not in 
salute, in sympathy (see "disgrace" 
above). 

Time out. I must digress. The real 
purpose of this article is to urge you 
to celebrate the moratorium on build- 
ing roads in roadless areas. Yes, I said 


celebrate. Yeah, yeah, yeah, I know... 

A) The moratorium lasts only for 
18 months. 

B) They'll just nuke every other 
place to get the cut out. 

C) So what? Have a beer for good- 
ness sake (your round). 

But that was more of an "aside" 
than a true "digression." The really 
real purpose of this article is to show 
you, step by step, how you can use 
your federal government's bank- 
ruptcy laws to finance your future 
campaigns. Here's how... 

A) Establish a large line of credit. 
(How? How in hell do I know? I'm 
your uncle, not your father. Jeez!) 

B) Next, give away all your assets 
and quit your lame job. 

C) Now buy enough supplies, dried 
food, banners, paint, ropes, phone 
cards, computers, stationery, 
kryptonite locks and gourmet coffee 
to last six years. Charge it. 

D) Be sure to get your name and 
picture in the papers and on TV as a 
highly visible "spokesperson" so you 
can then... 

E) ... get sued by the people of- 
fended by your campaign (the log- 
ging company, the road building 
company, the furriers, your federal 
government). 


F) For the next three to five years, 
dot all the "I's" and cross all the "T's" 
during the various legalities leading 
up to your trial. 

G) Then declare "B-K all the way!" 
three days before the trial is sched- 
uled to begin. This automatically, and 
quite legally, removes you from the 
lawsuit, or it from you, whatever. 
Consider it a form of legal magic. 
Shazam! Oh yeah — be sure to call 
Bernie first. 

You are allowed to do this once 
every six years, like unprotected sex. 
If you are age 27, for example, you 
can do it eight times between now 
and age 75. If you try it after that, 
your federal government has the right 
to shoot you down, dog that you are. 

Finally, on the off-chance that the 
plaintiffs (that's the people suing you) 
pursue you into federal bankruptcy 
court (as they did to me), just run 
away to Mexico for a while. Get a nice 
tan. To hell with it. 

Final Exam 

A) How many times may you have 
unprotected sex over the next 48 
years? 

B) How many words in the En- 
glish language have the letter "ptcy" 
in a row? 

C) What is the capital of South 
Dakota? 

D) All of the above. 

Pencils up! 
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Alberta Explosion 

continued from front page 

They show that a strong community can, in just 15 
years, become self sufficient by growing their own or- 
ganic food, brewing their own wine and herbal coffee, 
even bolting a windmill to the top of a 65-foot tower 
made of poles fashioned from nearby trees. From the 
wheat in their bread to the wool hats on their heads to the 
soap they scrub with, virtually everything consumed on 
the farm comes from their land. "You can get everything 
off the land that you need. You don't get luxuries, but you 
get everything that the Lord provides for your needs. And 
once you start realizing that, you say 'wow.' We have got 
to protect this land. We can't let it get ruined," Mamie 
Lou, Wiebo's wife explained. 

Over the past few months, the Ludwigs and Boonstras have 
become well known as outspoken critics of the oil and gas 
industry. Many family members are also accused of involve- 
ment in bombing and 
vandalizing the pol- 
luting oil and gas fa- 
cilities. 

Beginning May 3 
almost two weeks of 
preliminary hear- 
ings were held in 
Grande Prairie, 

Alberta. Recessed 
until June 7, these 
hearing are to decide 
if the Crown has pre- 
sented enough evi- 
dence to the court to 

bring Wiebo and Mamie Ludwig, Richard Boonstra and 
several other members of the Ludwig family to trial on 
various charges of allegedly destroying energy company 
property close to their farm near Hythe, Alberta. So far, 
charges have been dropped against one member of the 
family for lack of evidence. Meanwhile, there is a growing 
debate occurring all over western Canada concerning the 
dirty practices of the oil and gas producing companies. 

From all the hype, one might expect an armed com- 
pound at the Trickle Creek Farm. Yes, we spied a couple of 
tanks on the property, but these were more akin to 
ploughshares made from swords. The tanks were discarded 
oil industry tanks buried underground and used as walk-in 
root cellars. Inside we found not bombs but beets, carrots 
and potatoes, kept cool and crisp through the long winter. 
Over meals Reverend Ludwig read from the Bible, and we 
debated everything from homosexuality to woman's place 
in society. We didn't agree on everything, but we appreci- 
ated their desire to live their own lives, as a strong and 
healthy community, with little interference from the 
outside world. 

All was good at the farm until the oil and gas industry 
burst onto the scene a few years back. You don't need to be 
a Talmudic scholar to appreciate that it just isn't right to 
throw poisons onto your neighbour's property. If you 
went downtown with a barrel of benzene and allowed it to 
waft into the air and pour out onto the pavement, you 
would be hauled away in shackles and locked up for a 
while. But if Alberta Energy Company, or any other com- 
pany for that matter, comes by to punch a hole on your 
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neighbour's property and spew carcinogens into your air, 
tough luck. These are the biggest players on the planet, 
puffed up on bully and bluster, and a whole lotta bucks and 
influence. 

At a cost of $4 billion, the Alliance Pipeline has sparked 
a prospecting rush to locate and tap into pools of under- 
ground natural gas. Gas activity has exploded over the last 
few years with up to 15,000 wells being drilled annually. 
There are now over 70,000 active producing wells and 
150,000 miles of oil and gas pipeline in Alberta, some very 
old with pinhole leaks. 

Once gas is discovered the companies pour highly toxic 
benzene, toluene, ethylene, and xylene down the hole. 
These poisonous chemicals, along with hundreds of other 
carcinogenic and mutagenic substances, are then released 
or vented into the atmosphere for a period of seven days or 
more. The force of the exhausted gases shakes the earth, 
causing a deafening din, sounding like a roaring locomo- 
tive one half-mile away. Once a gas well is put in place there 
may be additional flaring. Numerous gas plants that pro- 
cess the gas also cause significant air pollu- 
tion. Ethylene glycol dehydrators that up- 
grade the gas vent three to nine tons per 
year of carcinogenic benzene onto agricul- 
tural land. 

We were told of strange behaviour in the 
woods. Extensive tree stands are developing 
tree rot; deer are eating pine needles; birds 
are showing signs of immune deficiency; 
and moose are dying from a massive tick 
infestation, possibly due to immune sys- 
tems weakened from acid snow and atmo- 
spheric pollution. "I've seen three dead 
moose lying for days, and it's like they are 
poisoned and embalmed. They are not bloat- 
ing up, and the coyotes and ravens won't even touch them, " 
we were told by Allan Johnstone, a local environmentalist. 

Mamie Lou put it this way: "Studies are coming out now 
that show that it's very dangerous for animals. The govern- 
ment won't make the steps to say: 'Hey, that if it's danger- 
ous to animals, it's got to be dangerous to humans. Are we 
just interested in big business, in cattle, in how healthy 
they are, or are we interested in our children, in our future 
of people?' It seems they don't care about that; they just 
care about big business. " The Ludwig's themselves attribute 
four human miscarriages, including a deformed birth and 
dozens of animal deaths and deformities to gas-well vent- 
ing and flaring from facilities surrounding their land. 

The real eco-terrorism is what is going up the stacks and 
into the water. Across western Canada, farmers, ranchers 
and others are starting to voice their concerns about an 
industry that is running roughshod over the health of the 
land, the animals and the people. And like a choir, they're 
just getting tuned. Industry and government would be wise 
to face the music and act on their concern. Concludes 
Wiebo: "Land and a place to live is an inviolable, sort of 
fundamental right and necessity, especially if you're going 
to live like we do. We feel we have a stewardship responsi- 
bility to the land and if we don't protect it nobody else is 
going to. That's a fundamental responsibility that we feel 
even in a sense to the death because it is your death when 
they take the land from you. It is real critical, something 
we've lost in our generation. We just flit around and sell 
and buy, and we don't put down roots. When you put down 
roots, it's a whole different ballgame." 


Hi 




e immediate ana uncon- 
ditional release of Leonard Peltier, an 
Anishinabe-Lakota India 
ing member of the Amer 
Movement (AIM). Peltier is serving 
two consecutive life sentences in 
Leavenworth Penitentiary for the 
murders of two Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation (FBI) agents who were 
killed on the Pine Ridge Indian Reser- 
vation in South Dakota in 1975. 

Amnesty International has long ex- 
pressed concerns about the fairness 
of Peltier’s trial in 1977 and subse- 
quent appeals and evidentiary hear- 
ings: the FBI knowingly used per- 
jured testimony to obtain Peltier's 
extradition from Canada to the USA; 
Peltier's attorneys were denied the 
right to call relevant defense wit- 
nesses; and prosecutors withheld vi 
tal evidence. Amnesty International 
is concerned that Peltier's political 
activities and beliefs may have influ- 
enced the circumstances of his arrest 
and subsequent trial. 

Leonard Peltier has now spent 23 
years in prison. Amnesty Interna- 
tional considers Peltier to be a politi- i 
cal prisoner whose avenues to legal 
redress have long been exhausted. 
The US Government has repeatedly 
denied requests for a special execu- 
tive review. Amnesty International 
recognizes that a retrial is no longer a 
feasible option and believes that 
Peltier should be immediately and 
unconditionally released. 

Contact the Leonard Peltier Defense 
Committee at POB583, Lawrence, KS 
66044; (785) 842-5774. 

Rio Algom Ltd. Holds Town 
Hostage Over Crandon Mine 

"The people of Nashville [Wl] have 
spoken. We don't want a mine and 


(NMC) proposed 
On December 
town board signed a Lot 
with Crandon Mining Comp 
Nicolet Minfrtil ‘ ' 

by Rio Algom L 
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Petroglyphs at Grapevine Canyon, Avi Kwa Me (Spirit Mountain), Ward Valley 


continued from front page 

Across the highway, federal 
rangers soon established their 
own camp; a security compound 
with a 24-hour guard and sophisticated 
surveillance and communication equip- 
ment. On day 113 of the occupation, a 
platoon of federal rangers arrived at to arrest 
the activists. The rangers found the people 
arranged in concentric circles of resistance. 

At the center were the elders, women and 
men in their 70s and 80s, performing tradi- 
tional songs and dance in a ceremony that 
declared their spiritual ties to the land. All 
around them were Indian and non-Indian 
activists ready to risk arrest. When sheriffs 
busses arrived to haul away the protesters, 
one of the elders stepped forward to tell the 
rangers that he was ready to defend Ward 
Valley with his life. The officer in charge 
nervously dialed his superiors in Washing- 
ton on a cell phone. After a short conversa- 
tion, he gave the order to retreat. 

The dump contractor developing the Ward Val- 
ley nuclear waste disposal site, notorious waste 
management firm US Ecology, has left a trail of 
leaking dumps and litigation across the country. 
All four of the corporation's existing nuclear dumps 
(Maxey Flats, KY; Sheffield, IL; Richland, WA; 
Beatty, NV) are leaking radioactive poisons into 
the surrounding environment. For years the com- 
pany waged an expensive public relations cam- 
paign, putting forth outright lies about the kinds 
of waste that would end up at the desert dump, 
defending the technology and insisting on the 
safety of shallow-land burial of poison fire from 
the infernos of nuclear reactors. But in March, the 
firm publicly conceded defeat in the wake of a 
recent court ruling that was backed by the strength 
of the protest action at the site, a raft of legal 
challenges, numerous scientific and economic 
analyses and legislative obstacles. 

However, the dump proposal will not be com- 
pletely defeated until California Governor Gray 
Davis withdraws the pending request for taking 
federal land at Ward Valley. In the past, Davis has 
been an outspoken opponent of the dump, but 
since assuming office he has been suspiciously si- 
lent on the issue. The Pipa Aha Macav believe that 
they have lived along the Colorado River in the East 
Mojave Desert "since time immemorial." Indig- 
enous activists have stated that they cannot and will 
not move from their traditional lands; their stories, 
songs and religion — their identity as a people — is 
inseparable from their natural surroundings. Should 
Davis decide to pursue the project, or even offer a 
compromise that would allow any type of facility to 
be developed at Ward Valley, thousands of Native 
American and environmental activists would again 
converge on the site to defend it once more in 
solid rity with the Pipa Aha Macav. 

The Mohave, like all indigenous people, possess 
a rich oral literature that embodies their unique- 
ness, spirituality and story. Mohave songs are multi- 
dimensional oral maps that serve the dual role as a 
narration of the lore associated with landmarks in 
the Mohave's traditional 
lands and as a practical 
map for the ancient trav- 
eler trekking through the 
exacting desert environ- 
ment. The presence of migratory birds, 
seasonal and celestial cycles and elabo- 
rate mythopoetic descriptions of natu- 
ral features enabled the traveler to find 
scarce sources of food and water. 

Mohave songs are the storyscapes of 
an indigenous people who have a pro- 
found and intimate relationship with 
their land. Recognizing the cultural sig- 
nificance and the beauty embodied in 
this living history, the Storyscape Project 
began working with Mojave elders to 
record, translate and help preserve their 
traditional songs. Indigenous cultures 
and their stories, songs and language are 
vanishing at an alarming rate. The direct 
relationship between cultural and bio- 
logical diversity has long been recog- 
nized. Peoples who have developed a 


ANCIENT LANDSCAPES 


time-tested connection 
with their natural sur- 
roundings have incul- 
cated the lessons of this 
relationship into their 
stories and practices, 
both sacred and mun- 
dane. The storyscapes 
represent an endow- 
ment of knowledge that 
the current inhabitants 
of this threatened Earth 
can draw from as we 

search for new ecological traditions to guide us. 

According to Mohave oral tradition, Ward Val- 
ley is known as Silyaye Aheace, or the Place of 
Screwbean Mesquite and Sand. For centuries, 
Silyaye Aheace was known as a gathering place for 
the collection of the mesquite seeds that were a 
staple food. The area was also considered a rich 
basket of medicinal herbs to be harvested in con- 
cert with ritual. Ancient running trails traverse 
the region and runners from many of the river 
tribes have conducted Spirit Runs through the 
valley to gain both spiritual strength and political 
exposure for their struggle against the dump. 
Stories of the land and its creatures are often 
recounted at gatherings, the words mingling with 
the drifting smoke of camp fires. 

As the 80-year-old elder talks into the camera it 
becomes obvious that he is speaking to future gen- 
erations of his people. Mr. Barrackman is standing 
before Avi Kwa Me, or Spirit Mountain, the sacred 
place of origination for the Mohave people. He 
leans on his cane and motions to the granitic spires 
that pierce the blue- violet desert sky. "This is Mohave 
land. This is our church, our temple. You must 
remember this. You need to know the stories and 
the songs so that when they come to take our land, 
you can prove that we have always been here, that 
this is our land." 

The pursuit of environmental justice and the 
assertion of the rights of the Native Americans who 


"THIS IS OUR CHURCH , OUR 
TEMPLE. YOU MUST REMEMBER 
THIS. YOU NEED TO KNOW THE 
STORIES AND THE SONCS SO 
THAT WHEN THEY COME TO 
TAKE OUR LAND, YOU CAN PROVE 
THAT WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 
HERE , THAT THIS IS OUR LAND." 


MODERN ECOLOGICAL RESISTANCE 


Indigenous people gather in Juarez, Mexico 


consider Ward Valley part of their 
sacred lands has been a potent 
organizing force and an inspira- 
tion for the environmental 
movement. In the long battle to stop the ill- 
conceived nuclear dump a variety of strat- 
egies have been employed from litigation 
to direct action, economic studies to spiri- 
tual gatherings. Every approach is an essen- 
tial part of a whole, utilizing the tools and 
talents of all involved. Stormy Williams, 
beloved matriarch of the toxics movement 
in California, would instruct us that, "You 
do everything, you do it all the time, and 
you never know how you won." 

Indian activists and traditional people 
from the Colorado River tribes have testi- 
fied in public hearings and legal proceed- 
ings and met with government officials to 
bring attention to the significance of Ward 
Valley to Mohave and Chemehuevi cul- 
tural survival. Other steps are now being 
taken to preserve 
Mohave culture and 
document an ethno- 
graphic basis for envi- 
ronmental protection. 
One is the preparation 
of a cultural map of tra- 
ditional sites, affixing 
the location to standard 
cartographic grids; an- 
other is the production 
of the videotape featur- 
ing Mr. Barrackman vis- 
iting dozens of tradi- 
tional sites located within the boundaries of ab- 
original territory — land that has been confiscated 
through broken treaties and taken by force. 

Cultural maps and ethnographic evidence of ar- 
eas of cultural significance can be used by indig- 
enous communities to acquire lands offered for sale, 
distribution or co-management by private and gov- 
ernment land-holders. Traditional peoples can also 
assert their rights for acquisition or access to ab- 
original lands for ceremony and the collection of 
natural resources used in ritual and medicine. 

The National Environmental Justice Advisory 
Council was established by the Environmental 
Protection Agency to advise the federal agency 
about government actions that may result in 
discriminate and disproportionate adverse envi- 
ronmental threats to minority communities. Ad- 
ditionally, provisions within the National Envi- 
ronmental Policy Act, the Federal Land Policy 
Management Act, National Historic Preservation 
Act, and Title IV of the Civil Rights Act, as well as 
the Presidential Mandate on Environmental Jus- 
tice and Sacred Sites, Department of the Interior 
Trust Responsibility for Native American Tribes 
require the federal government to recognize the 
rights of indigenous peoples to protect their cul- 
tural resources. 

Although these mandates and provisions are rarely 
enforced by federal agencies that are more likely to be 
influenced by corporate and government interests, 

they can be a valuable 
framework for litigation, 
administrative processes, 
public awareness and po- 
litical actions involving 
social justice and cultural defense. 

For more information about efforts to 
assist indigenous communities in the pres- 
ervation of story, song and language, con- 
tact the Storyscape Project at the Thoreau 
Center for Sustainability, PO Box 29044, 
Presidio Station, San Francisco, CA 94129- 
0044; (415) 752-8678. 

For more information about the cam- 
paign to save Ward Valley, contact the 
Bay Area Nuclear Waste Coalition 260 
Golden Gate, San Francisco, CA 94118; 
(415) 752-8678. 

Philip M. Klasky is director of the 
Storyscape Project of the Cultural Conser- 
vancy and co-director of the BAN Waste 
Coalition which has been working to stop 
the proposed nuclear waste dump at Ward 
Valley for the past nine years. 
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Rescuing 
the Wild in 
Australia 

continued from frontpage 

These forest rescuers (a term they 
prefer as opposed to protesters) were 
able to slow down the logging and 
gain consider- 
able support in 
Western Austra- 
lia. In town, 
doctors, lawyers 
and business 
people spon- 
sored two full- 
page ads in the 
major newspa- 
per in support 
of an end to log- 
ging the old 
growth. In Feb- 
ruary, 300 
business 

people gathered outside the state par- 
liament buildings in Perth and jammed 
the government's telephone lines with 
their mobile phones in protest of log- 
ging old-growth karri. 

Logging was due to start in the 1 10- 
hectare Wattle 3 unit in January so 
forest rescuers have dug in, literally, 
to prevent any more ancient karri 
from being felled. On each of the 
three access roads into the unit, old 
cars have been sunk into the ground 
blocking them. Each car has a small 
hole cut through the center. A pipe is 
then placed through the hole and set 
into concrete beneath the car. The 


"The karri is the second tallest hardwood tree in the world... It will grow to 
heights of 295 feet and will live over 400 years." 


S, time period is long 
| enough for the log- 
|gers to clearfell the 
" area and sanitize it. 
Forest rescuers invite the public to witness the All the branches they 
destruction of the ancient karri forest. lg ave behind are 

burned and the land 
replanted with a regimented monoc- 
ulture tree farm of karri seedlings 
placed in straight lines — a far cry from 
the biologically diverse forests they 
replace. 

The karri is the second tallest hard- 
wood tree in the world (after its near 
relative, the mountain ash of Victoria 
and Tasmania). It will grow to heights 
of 295 feet and will live over 400 years. 
The karri and the other giant eucalypts 
of Southwestern Australia, such as jar- 
rah, marri and red tingle, are geo- 
graphically isolated from the forests 
of Eastern Australia by several thou- 
sand kilometres of desert and scrub. 


growth. The rest has been cleared for 
farmland or is now covered with sec- 
ond-growth forest or plantations. 

Conservation groups have cam- 
paigned against the logging of the 
remaining old-growth forest for a num- 
ber of years with limited success. The 
newly designated Shannon National 
Park — covering 53,000 hectares — was 
established by CALM in the heart of 
the karri's range in 1988, but much of 
the area had previously been logged 
and now contains second-growth for- 
est. In 1997, an eight-month nonvio- 
lent blockade in the 4,000-hectare 
Giblett Forest prevented any 
clearfelling from taking place, result- 
ing in a temporary reprieve. 

The attitudes of the conservation 
groups and forest rescuers on the one 
hand, and of the government and the 
logging industry on the other, repre- 
sent two different world views with 


pipe is just big enough so that activ- 
ists lying in the car can put their arm 
down it and lock-on to a steel pin set 
horizontally in the concrete at the 
bottom of the pipe. Before any log- 
ging equipment can move onto the 
site, the whole car must be cut away 
and the concrete dug up. It takes the 
police at least nine hours or so to 
dislodge an activist. 

While the rescuers have relatively 
good relationships with the loggers 
and the police, they face a formidable 
array of repressive and Orwellian leg- 
islation that has been put in place by 
the state government in a vain at- 
tempt to stifle the direct action cam- 
paigns. One element of the 
government's legal arsenal includes 
the designation of logging zones as 
"temporary control areas. " This is typi- 
cally done just before the logging of a 
forest unit is due to start and covers a 
period of 90 days, during which any 
unauthorized persons entering the area 
are liable for a fine of $2,000. This 


Consequently, they are biologically 
unique, harbouring a wide range of 
endemic plants and wildlife species. 

Countless species are victims of 
this logging including the Baudins 
cockatoo, a species growing up to 60 
centimeters which is endemic to the 
karri and marri forests. These birds 
mate for life and research has indi- 
cated that they return to the same 
nest site in a hollow in a mature karri 
tree each year. 

Logging of old-growth karri forest 
also permanently displaces other 
fauna, including the quokka (a small 
wallaby), the mardo (a small carnivo- 
rous marsupial) and the threatened 
quenda. CALM justifies the logging 
by stating such animals escape into 
the forest surrounding the clearcuts. 
This naively assumes that the 
neighbouring forests are empty of 
such species and therefore have va- 
cant space for these logging refugees 
to flee into. In practice, of course, the 
same species will almost certainly 
have already occu- 
pied all the suitable 
sites in the sur- 
rounding areas, 
and therefore, the 
actual outcome is a 
net decrease in the 
populations of the 
affected wildlife. 

Before the arrival 
of Europeans, these 
;? forests covered 
| about 3.6 million 
| hectares (1.4 per- 
cent of Western 
Australia's land 
area), but now only 
600,000 hectares 
remain as old 


regard to the natural world around us. 
As such, they are not unique to West- 
ern Australia but are in fact a micro- 
cosm of what is taking place all over 
the planet. In Western Australia, the 
forest destroyers are some of the best 
paid workers in the state, while the 
forest rescuers are unpaid volunteers, 
with no possessions to their name, but 
with a total commitment to the sur- 
vival of these unique forests. The fate 
of the last karri forests and some of the 
tallest hardwood trees in the world 
depends on their ability to succeed in 
the current struggle. 

As of the end of May, two more 
protest camps have been established 
in some of the biggest karri forests to 
be logged. A public meeting soon fol- 
lowed with 5,000 in attendance. The 
pressure is on to preserve the old- 
growth karri. 

You can help the campaign by send- 
ing letters, expressing concern for the 
fate of the karri forests and calling for 
an end to all old-growth forest logging 
in Western Australia to Premier, Rich- 
ard Court, 197 St., Georges Terrace, 
Perth WA 6000, Australia; +61-8-9322- 
1213 (fax); www.premier.wa.gov.au. 

Please send letters of support or do- 
nations to Western Australia Forest 
Alliance, c/o Conservation Council, 
79 Stirling Street, Perth, Western Aus- 
tralia, 6000, Australia; 
conswa@iinet.net.au; 
www.wafa.org.au. 

Alan Watson Featherstone is the ex- 
ecutive director of Trees for Life, an award- 
winning conservation charity working to 
restore the Caledonian Forest in Scotland 
and the producer of the annual Trees for 
Life calendar and diary. He recently spent 
a six-month sabbatical with his wife and 
son in Australia. 



"In Western Australia, the forest destroyers are some of the best paid 
workers in the state, while the forest rescuers are unpaid volunteers, with 
no possessions to their name, but with a total commitment to the survival 


of these unique forests." 
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Eagle Blockades Underway 

On May 14, a group of forest defend- 
ers announced they had been living in 
an old-growth grove in the Eagle tim- 
ber sale located in the Mount Hood 
National Forest of Oregon. 

Logging began early, in violation of 
rules designed to protect soil and water 
quality; According to the Eagle Record 
of Decision there is a "limited operating 
season required during peak sap flows 
and to protect soil and water resources; 
operations would be limited from 6/1 
to 10/31. To minimize the potential for 
surface erosion, road and landing con- 
struction and log haul would not occur 
during periods of prolonged rain fall. 

On May 24, the protest progressed as 
nonviolent activists blocked the road 
leading to the sales with a bipod. Earlier, 
the Forest Service hadlocked the gate to 
the area, allowing only the purchaser in. 
The protesters in the road and those 
living 150 feet above the forest floor say 
they will not leave until the Eagle timber 
sales are canceled or bought back. 

The purchaser, Vanport Manufactur- 
ing, said in February it was willing to 
end the contract, but the Forest Service 
refused. Sold during the so-called Sal- 
vage Rider in '96, the excessive logging 
in the Eagle sales could not be appealed 
under current environmental laws. 

The Eagle sales contain 500 acres of 
wilderness that should be added to the 
adjacent Salmon Huckleberry Wilder- 
■ ness Area. The unprotected wilderness 
contains the headwaters of the south 
fork of Eagle Creek, a key tributary of the 
Clackamas River which provides drink- 
ing water for over 175,000 Oregonians. 

Israeli EF! Action Gathering 

For the first time in Israel, Green 
Action, a grass roots environmental 
group, with the help of many green 
activists and rainbow people, organized 
a three day Earth Firstj-style gatheriiig. 

The gathering was in the Jerusalem 
Forest, which is threatened by road 
building schemes and neighborhood 
expansions. The gathering included 
many workshops and walks around 
the endangered area. The weekend was 
a real success and included people 
from all spectrums of society. One man 
said, "We hope this gathering will be a 
step towards more anti-road actions 
and protesting in Israel." 

■ ■. ■ + : 

BBB Creams Vivisector 

The Biotic Baking Brigade- Ecotopi a 
Cell threw a pie in the face of vivisec- 
tion by pieing University of Califor- 
nia-Berkeley professor and vivisector 
Russell DeValois on April 29. 

As he walked into class, DeValois was 
greeted with two airborne, gloopy ve- 
gan pies (of undisclosed flavors) by Field 
Agents Huckleberry and Tofu Creme. 
DeValois was notified about just why 
he received his just desserts to cries of 
"Stop torturing animals'" and "End vivi- 
section!" from the entartistas. Using 
the secret pie mind tricks required of all 
BBB agents, they mysteriously disap- 
peared without a trace, baffling onlook- 
ers and members of DeValois' class. 

DeValois engages in brain-mapping 
experiments for color-blindness. He has 
been cited under the Animal Welfare Act 
for experimenting on sick and suffering 
animals, keeping animals in overcrowded 
facilities, neglecting sick and suffering 
animals, ignoring the recommendations 
of campus veterinarians and illegally 
acquiring animals for experimentation. 

"The experiments he conducts on 
animals at UCB are just another ex- 
ample of this culture's belief that we 
are somehow above animals," said 
Agent Huckleberry. "The BBB will not 
stand by and while unaccountable mad 
scientists to tortureinnOcentaniiaaiSP 
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My fellow tree-huggers, 

Earth Firstl's fearless direct ac- 
tion tactics are certainly the first 
step towards transforming global 
consciousness. People see humans 
putting themselves on the line for 
"nature" and (hopefully) awaken 
from their anthropocentric slum- 
ber. But what then? If we want to 
protect the Earth long-term, we 
need a counter-culture — no, a 
counter-infrastructure — which 
supports Earth-friendly living. 
This means more alternative press, 
community development and 
"pro-active" campaigns geared 
toward educating the public and 
each other. Ultimately, it means 
uniting activists into tighter 
groups, transforming close-knit 
working relationships into mutu- 
alist activism communities. De- 
fending the Earth shouldn't just 
be a 9-5 job! It's a way of life, a life 
that should be shared. 

Now I know we're spread thin 
as it is, but this is something we 
need to put tremendous energy 
into . And allow me to be the first 
to offer my time and energy! I'm 
a young EF!er currently living in 
Southern Illinois, looking to help 
organize and/or participate in a 
mutualist activist community. 
Along with taking on eco-de- 
fense campaigns, we'd engage 
in co-housing to minimize ex- 
penses and strengthen activist 
bonds. We'd also reach out to 
other activists in order to help 
them do the same and learn from 
our mistakes. Encouraging the 
formation of activist collectives 
would be an incredible cam- 
paign! Fundraising for the com- 
munity would be difficult, but 
funding for activism is always a 
problem and we could explore 
many avenues to see which 
works best for us. 

To sum it all up, I'm looking 
for Earth First! activism which 
both defends the Earth directly 
and forms an Earth-loving com- 
munity geared towards educa- 
tion and social change. If you've 
already got a set-up like this, 
please contact me, and if you're 
interested in building this kind 
of activist community, let's get 
it on!!! 

— Treesong 

WAYFARER@SIU.EDU 

Dear Earth First!, 

I am writing today to share my 
thoughts on a movement I feel is 
becoming less and less effective 
using civil disobedience (CD) tac- 
tics. As a long-time Earth First! 
supporter, I have continued to 
see our last wild lands plundered 
for the personal benefit of pri- 
vate companies. The entire CD 
tactics are simply not effective in 
stopping the destruction. Based 
on my knowledge of business, I 
believe the only way to bring 
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about real change — not simply 
stopping timber harvests for a 
few hours or weeks — is by drasti- 
cally changing the mode of op- 
eration. 

This change entails aggressively 
pursuing a position of property 
destruction. The vast majority of 
any property damage actions are 
covered by business insurance and 
thus have virtually no impact on 
the targeted party. The only way 
to make property damage actions 
successful is to carry these actions 
out with such frequency and 
maximum possible severity so the 
targeted companies are no longer 
able to purchase insurance on 
their rape and pillage equipment 
or the cost becomes so absorbent 
it no longer becomes worth the 
financial investment for a com- 
pany to practice their destruction 
in a particular area. The targeted 
company could then operate with- 
out property insurance on their 
equipment, but they would have 
to absorb all losses from that point 
forward, unable to shift the risk to 
the insurance company, possibly 
doing substantial financial dam- 
age at that point. 

Also, the larger the property 
damage actions, the better the 
chance of these actions causing 
potential property insurers to re- 
ject the risk of insuring the equip- 
ment of the targeted company. 

I am more convinced than ever 
that CD has not and will not 
have any measurable positive 
impact on saving the few remain- 
ing wild areas. Changes in our 
tactics must be made quickly. 
We are simply running out of 
time as a movement. 

— Lynx 

Pixying is what it's called here 
(in Albion). The wood elves and 
pixies sabotage and burn the 
Earth rapists tools. It costs them 
money, lots of it. Costain, the 
road builders, almost went bank- 
rupt. The pixies are regarded as 
heroes by the masses in a sort of 
underground consciousness/ 
mind radio that subverts the 
mainstream mind control. It 
seems to me that the problem 
you have in Colorado is fear. 
The police/feds try and instill 
fear. You must be solid! There is 
great power from the Mother 
Earth in pixying. That’s what I 
reckon anyway. Just tell the feds 
to fuck off. 

Peace, 

— Jim 

I heard a story that environ- 
mental groups were hosting a so- 
called Earth day. If this is true is 
it not a bit hypocritical, what are 
we supposed to save with a once 
a year Earth day? Every day 
should be Earth day. 

Regards, 

— Steven McCaw 

I'm a resident of Mammoth, 
Utah (pop. 20), located in Juab 
County and the Tintic Mining 
District. Since 1993 Centurion 
Mine Corporation (Grand Cen- 
tral Silver Mines), Mammoth Min- 
ing Company, and Spenst Hanson 
(Centurion's ex-CEO and owner 
of MMC) have tried everything in 
their power to screw over the citi- 
zens of Mammoth and the envi- 
ronment surrounding it. 

They have repeatedly dyna- 
mited new illegal roads into the 
mountainside that lead abso- 
lutely nowhere. They've drilled 


illegal wells claiming to be tak- 
ing mineral and core samples. 
One of the things that really 
pissed us off was when the county 
illegally sold them property, right 
out from underneath us to fur- 
ther impress their investors. 

They have even gone as far as 
putting a restraining order on 
the citizens of Mammoth because 
they were afraid we would attack 
and injure their miners. 

Our biggest problem has been 
them taking the Mammoth wa- 
ter users and the Mammoth Wa- 
ter Association to court to try 
and get hold of our water rights, 
which we desperately need and 
they desperately want for min- 
ing purposes. 

I'm basically looking for infor- 
mation or help in putting a stop to 
all of this. We just want Mam- 
moth returned to the quiet, deso- 
late, sagebrush and turkey vulture 
place that it almost always has 
been. Any and all information 
would be much appreciated. 

Adios, 

—Justin Stanger 
jstanger2@weber.edu 

Dear EF! Journalistas, 

Regarding the article on ge- 
netic engineering (GE) in the US 
( EF !J March- April 1999 ) by Brian 
Tokar: Although he states that 
the Pure Food Campaign against 



rBGH was an unusual positive 
development, he missed some 
important points I'd like to bring 
out. I have worked with the PFC 
since the beginning of the rBGH 
issue and helped to publicize it. 

Tokar seems more interested 
in recounting the direct actions 
of the campaign than in assess- 
ing how and why it was success- 
ful. Yes, dairy farmer John Kins- 
man took personal responsibil- 
ity for alerting the public, and 
yes, milk dumps and protests 
helped bring media attention to 
the issue. But these would have 
meant nothing without a lot of 
hard work behind the scenes, and, 
equally important, the participa- 
tion of those economically af- 
fected: dairy farmers. The rBGH 
issue is unusual in my experience 
as an activist because it wasn't 
adopted by activists alone. Some 
farmers who didn't want to use 
rBGH or compete with those who 
did use it gave money and time 
and informed their neighbors and 
community representatives. They 
compiled information about the 
effects on cows given rBGH and 
sent the information to the PFC. 

The media could go out and 
interview not just activists but 
dairy farmers and anti-rBGH milk 
companies who chose not to use 
rBGH. This made for a richer (and 
unfortunately more credible) 
story than one sponsored by in- 
formed activists acting on behalf 


of an indifferent public. Secondly, 
rBGH is the best-known GE sub- 
stance because we made the issue 
popular. Yes, we focused on la- 
beling, not on a systematic cri- 
tique of the agricultural system. 
We knew that requiring labeling 
would be the kiss of death for 
GE — as it still is. We appealed to 
Americans' expectation that their 
democratically elected govern- 
ment should act in their inter- 
ests, not the corporations’. We 
told them that Monsanto was 
cheating, and the FDA was in 
cahoots. 

We succeeded in keeping rBGH 
use less than what it might have 
been — some US milk companies 
still don't accept treated milk. 
Most importantly, we kept the 
issue alive by focusing on label- 
ing. Direct action gets attention, 
but if you tell people their right 
to know is being compromised, 
they'll retain the memory that 
maybe they're being hood- 
winked. They'll notice the story 
next time. Canada's recent deci- 
sion for a moratorium on rBGH 
would not have been possible 
without the sustained informa- 
tional efforts of the Pure Food 
Campaign and other activists. 

We continue to monitor de- 
velopments and provide infor- 
mation with our web site, 
www.purefood.org. We also op- 
posed the Calgene Flavr-Savr to- 
mato, which is now off the mar- 
ket. I bet more people have heard 
of Flavr-Savr than of Terminator 
Technology. 

Some activists do direct ac- 
tion; some sow seeds of doubt. 
We work less conspicuously, but 
we couldn't work at all if we 
didn't have a sustaining vision. 

I myself don't expect systemic 
critiques of technology to catch 
fire with the general popula- 
tion. Few people think system- 
atically. It's a waste of time to 
expect to educate everyone to 
think as you do. Activists have 
to use people's existing needs 
and desires and show them how 
those can be met better under a 
different system. 

Also, Tokar's information did 
not include an excellent list serve 
(private email newsletter) focused 
on GE, mostly outside the US. 
Send email to 

rwolfson@concentric.net, web 
site: www. natural-law. ca/ge- 
netic/geindex.html. 

Sincerely, 

— Jacqueline 

Dear SFB, 

Considering the increasing Y2K 
state of mind of mainstream 
Americans over this next year, at 
what point will ELF (serious 
wrenching) type actions invoke 
their view of radical environmen- 
talists as enemies of the people? 
These type of actions will be 
manipulated by government, 
media, and unsavory types to 
portray all of us as one united 
faction which seeks to cause dis- 
ruption and an increase to the 
suffering of Jane and John Doe. 
For example, immediately after 
the 1989 San Francisco earth- 
quake, a subsequent downing of 
power lines either by 
monkeywrenching or agent pro- 
vocateurs served only to alienate 
the quake traumatized public and 
set the stage for the FBI to arrest 
Judi Bari and Darryl Chemey. I 
don't believe that anyone seeing 
themselves as environmental 



advocates would want to become 
viewed as enemies of the com- 
mon people. 

Direct action needs to be taken 
in the form of hands-on solu- 
tions to the possible disruption 
and suffering of average people, 
albeit misguided they are. This 
type of action may invoke a 
change in some peoples con- 
sumptive lifestyles, but many 
more will see us "greenies" as 
helpful, emphatic and down-to- 
Earth neighbors. This change of 
viewpoint may open their minds 
to our point of view. Perhaps this 
could lead to a meaningful 
change in consciousness for a 
substantial segment of society. 

We can and need to offer what 
knowledge and sweat starting 
now and into the Y2K debacle. 
So, initiate or just participate in 
neighborhood meetings to edu- 
cate each other, to discuss who 
has what resources and knowl- 
edge, who may need the most 
help and what you can offer each 
other. Use available media to talk 
about reliable appropriate tech- 
nology and solutions to prob- 
lems that may arise. Initiate or 
get people to workshops on food 
preparation, superior appropri- 
ate technologies, gardening, and 
whatever life skills are needed for 
a simpler way of life. "We are in 
this together" mindset may cre- 
ate lifestyle changes by main- 
stream Americans beyond our 
wildest biocentic expectations. 

P.S. I hope my optimism hasn't 
made any of the readers feel sick. 
I know being pessimistic and 
cynical is the way of this move- 
ment but most times it warrants 
rejection. 

— Shannon Wilson 

To the editor, 

On May 18, a two-year-old fe- 
male gray whale swimming 
peacefully in a National Marine 
Sanctuary in US waters was bru- 
tally harpooned and shot dead 
by a group of men. The men who 
murdered her justified their ac- 
tion as an ancient, cultural tradi- 
tion. They said that killing her 
made them feel proud. 

Culture and custom have been 
used to justify the torture and 
murder of women, children and 
animals for centuries. We have 
been burned at the stake, thrown 
into volcanoes, sacrificed on al- 
tars and killed in everyway imag- 
inable. The fact that these atroci- 
ties were once legal and tradi- 
tional does not make them right. 

I for one do not care if the whale 
killers were Japanese, Norwegian 
or Native American. What they 
did was cruel, cowardly and ut- 
terly contemptible. 

Not all Makah people support 
the killing of whales. On the day 
of the killing, Makah elder Alberta 
Thompson said, "This is the sad- 
dest day of my life. " Makah thugs, 
aided by agents of the US govern- 
ment, have viciously attacked 
and harassed Ms. Thompson and 


other hunt opponents, a fact the 
corporate media failed to report. 

The resumption of whale kill- 
ing is being orchestrated by Japa- 
nese investors and others who 
want to open the door to world- 
wide whaling. The whalers have 
even hired a high-powered PR 
firm to sell the world on the idea 
that killing by indigenous people 
for cultural reasons is politically 
correct. To get the real story about 
the Makah resumption of whal- 
ing in the Pacific Northwest, 
checkout www.makah.org, 
www.animalalertnews.com or 
www.seashepherd.org. Please 
speak out against this madness 
now. Silence is the voice of com- 
plicity. 

— Patricia Wolff 


Dear SFB, 

What a relief to finally see 
Danny Dollinger's tapes for sale 
in the JoumalW Danny is one of 
the coolest things to hit the EF! 
music scene since Bill Oliver — 
and only Texas could produce a 
musician of this caliber! He fuses 
personal growth with activist pas- 
sion so beautifully, even includ- 
ing tear jerking love songs (is he 
the first musician in our move- 
ment to include love songs?) and 
its a true joy to see a gorgeous EF! 
man so sure in his integrity he 
can wear a cowboy hat to Ren- 
dezvous well into the '90s. We 
Love You Danny! 

— Nometta Handstand, Co- 
founder of WILDD (Women In 
Love with Danny Dollinger) 

Dear Earth First!, 

I was recently at the Fairfax 
May Day Festival in Marin 
County, California, and 1 
skimmed over the many flyers 
and pamphlets about environ- 
mental action, issues and groups. 
Eventually I read them all, and 
tucked an update on the Head- 
waters situation and the Earth 
First! Journal in my bag. I've been 
interested in Earth First! for a 
while, but because it is not tech- 
nically a unified organization, I 
was having trouble getting in 
contact with others and finding 
information. I read the whole 
Journal, and ordered myself a t- 
shirt... green on unbleached. The 
articles both uplifted and deeply 
saddened me. I knew there was, 
and is, a great need for action 
against environmental criminals, 
but I had no idea how great. 

Action needs to be taken, but 
every time I try to do something 
productive or helpful to the Earth, 

I feel that it's not enough. Earth 
First! is an example of people 
who feel this way too and con- 
tinue taking action until the job 
is done. While 1 do look forward 
to receiving another copy of the 
Earth First! Journal, I would like to 
try to get in contact with other 
Earth First!ers around this area. I 
don't have very much time to go 
looking for others, so if there is 
any way you might suggest for 
getting in contact with people in 
the San Francisco Bay Area, I 
would appreciate it a lot. Thank 
you very much, live green! Peace. 

Sincerely, 

— Chloe Lieberman 


Dear SFB, 

A quick, most mischievous re- 
quest for Mr. Ned Ludd: ever 
heard of RF (radio-frequency) or 
EMP (electro-magnetic pulse) 
weapons? From my limited 
knowledge and research, these 
are reportedly easy to build (but 
how?) with relatively cheap com- 
ponents- ($500-51000) and can 


disrupt electronic equipment from 
up to about half a mile. Bulldozers, 
chainsaws, computers, logging 
mills, oil rigs, whole corporate 
buildings rendered completely use- 
less by a few quick passes of an 
inconspicuous van. This sounds 
promising to me... 

Namaste', 

— Mr. Portable Y2K 

Dear EF!J, 

Re: Best tree-$piking 

I’m reading Rik Scarce's Eco- 
Warriors which advises that helix 
or spiral nails such as those used 
at Meares Island, in the province 
of BC, are the best because "the 
spiral makes the nail extremely 
difficult to remove and removal is 
virtually impossible once the head 
is cut off." 

Now I'm excited. The situation 
seems clear. Spike every old-growth 
watershed, systematically (or 
unsystematically), before any more 
of the tiny area remaining can be 
logged. Any thoughts on this? I'm 
desperate for Zero Cut, ready to 
"start a new job." 

— Raised By Wolves 

Dear Earth First!, 

It is a real treat to get the Journal 
here in the Arizona State Prison — 
thank you! I am going to be re- 
leased in the later part of this year — 
August. That is unless I am granted 
a early release of 90 days. If so I will 
let you know and give you a change 
of address and a subscription fee. 

I read an article about dividing 
the Journal... Together we stand — 
divided we fall. Why do double the 
work plus pay double the postage? 
If there are people out there who 
object to certain tools in the tool 
box, tell them there are weaker and 
milder blends available. I prefer 
full strength no fucking compro- 
mise defense! Once I am free I will 
be looking for a place to start "di- 
rectly" taking "action" once again. 

These walls and bars have only 
made me more determined to live 
wild! I will be on parole in Havasu, 
Arizona, for about 90 days, maybe 
six months. Then I will be looking 
to head up to Northern California, 
maybe Oregon to get involved. So, 
if you know of a particular tribe 
looking for a left-handed 
monkeywrencher, let me know. 
Anyone looking for a pen-pal to 
write as well I love to write and 
have the time! Once again, thank 
you very much. Your support while 
I've been down has been a great 
help and inspiration! 

P.S. Why don't you print a list of 
toll-free numbers to those people 
we'd like to remind that they're 
paying for the call! LP, GP, Dupont, 
etc... Let's have a 1-800 party once 
a month with a different loved one! 
I'd like to see more "tips" from the 
tool box printed! 

Peace & Love! 

—James K. Dailey 139682 

ASPC Yuma/Cheyenne SO 8-A-19 
POB 13006 
Yuma, AZ 85366-3006 
EF!, 

I'm not sure where (or even if) 
this would go in the Journal, but 
here goes. I am in the process of 
starting up an intentional commu- 
nity on 1 60 acres in the north woods 
of Wisconsin. It's just me at this 
point, no running H20 or electric- 
ity and the first building is nearly 
complete. My vision for the place is 
one with a core community of six 
to ten people with a steady stream 
of visitors and activist-types de- 
compressing from urban life. 

There will also be a large number 
of people from the pagan and Earth- 
based spiritual paths using the land 
as a gathering place and for ritual. 


I want this to be an open haven 
to any traveling folk and to 
anyone that needs some time 
away from where they are at. 
All are welcome and will be 
treated to all the vegan food, 
fresh air and physical labor (if 
you're interested) you can tol- 
erate. Write for more info and 
directions. 

— Wade from Wisconsin 
Deeply Rooted, POB 321, 
Athens, WI 54411 

Dear SFB, 

Smearing everyone more 
militant than you as provoca- 
teurs, as Grunt did ELF, is a 
tactic I'd hoped died with 
Stalinism. Compromisers 
should remember a 
movement's effectiveness in- 
vites repression, not "vio- 
lence." Granting this, state/cor- 
porate reaction to the Vail ar- 
son suggests it was pretty effec- 
tive. Granting that, people 
moaning about it should go 
hide somewhere as the passive 
demos they set such score by 
might invite repression too. 

Judi Bari said ecoteurs should 
join ELF and leave open cam- 
paigning to EF! as a separate 
outfit. Some 



EFlers won't even stand for mili- 
tancy despite this, though many 
are nonviolence cultists who'd 
settle for a dead Earth as long as 
it was peaceful. Those that 
aren't — it suited your ego fine 
when your militancy out- 
flanked the usual environmen- 
tal lobbyists so now you know 
how they felt. Either slot into 
the CD role Bari's allocated to 
you or take ELF action yourself. 

Someone else made the same 
suggestion as Judi Bari in a let- 
ter to the last issue that wasn't 
published — Ted Kaczynski. It's 
no use saying his letter would 
damage his appeal — it had to 
go through prison censors be- 
fore it reached the Journal, so 
all censors there achieved was 
to make Ted's sacrifice for noth- 
ing. Even if they admit they 
only print letters that suit them, 
they can hardly pretend this 
letter didn't, as it differentiates 
between EF! and more militant 
anti-industrial action. Ted's 
letter's still available — why 
won't the Journal publish it 
next issue like any other? 

Finally, someone mentioned 
the Anarchist Cookbook last is- 
sue. Many of its recipes are 
dangerous and stupid and have 
killed militants in the past (why 
is it still in print?). Clearly Jour- 
nal readers need Dear Ned Ludd 
after all... 

Yours, for the destruction of 
civilization, 

— Oxford Green Anarchists 

Dear Earth First!, 

I'm damn tired of articles, 
whether in EF! or elsewhere, in 
praise of primitivity, pre-civili- 
zation, yet no mention at all 
(or none I've yet seen) of the 


diabolical killing in "hunting and 
food gathering" of animals. True, 
primitive folk (like American In- 
dians) kill animal cousins essen- 
tially for food and other needs 
rather than for sport. Well, an 
animal is just as dead either way. 

An illustration of my gripe? In 
the last EF! Journal that article by 
Bugbreath, in which he goes to a 
class "Wintercount" to pick-up 
primitive ways — toolmaking, 
etc... Except included in these 
ways are the rubbing out of other 
species. Like the second day at 
Wintercount, "I began the project 
that would be my focus; 
braintanning a deer hide." He 
then goes on describing just how. 
He ends this paragraph with, "I 
am grateful for the little deer 
whose life and death become a 
part of my life." But is the little 
deer grateful to him? 

Toward the end of the article 
he says, "Primitive skills are about 
experimentation and experi- 
ence... getting your hands in the 
dirt and muck and pulling civili- 
zation out by the roots." So far 
okay, cool! He then goes on to 
say, "... it's kinder to our Mother 
(Earth) to eat roadkill venison 
than a banana which is shipped 
across the sea to grace your health 
food store." Yeah sure, "kinder!" 
Gimme that banana any day over 
eating an animal, even if the lat- 
ter is already dead! 

What irony — in a photo of a 
primitive fella, he is so sweet- 
looking, altruistic-looking, as he's 
sitting in front of his non- 
civilizational hut, cutting up an 
animal. What damn irony! 

— S. Colman 

Dear Shit For Brains, 

Hello again! My name is Garett 
Beal, and I was in the May-June 
Earth First! Journal, in which I 
asked everyone to please send 
information. Well, they did! The 
only problem is, the guards here 
wouldn't let me have/or see some 
of the envelopes so I was unable 
to respond to some of my mail. I 
just didn't have the address! But, 
thank you to everyone who did 
write, and for all the support! I 
hope you don't think I was being 
a dick or anything. I just didn't 
have the address! 

Peace, 

— Garett Beal, 107 W. Taylor 
St., Shelbyville, IN 46176 

Dear Journalistas, 

Greetings from San Francisco 
County Jail #7 in San Bmno, Cali- 
fornia, where the sun is warm, 
the sky is blue and the salty ocean 
air rides heavy on the breeze. 

My comrades Rahula, Jerry 
and I are serving four out of six 
months for serving three deli- 
cious pies to the mayor of San 
Francisco to protest the 
criminalization of the city's 
homeless community which 
has taken place under his ad- 
ministration. 

While incarceration is by defi- 
nition a violent repression, my 
spirits remain high. Every day I 
receive letters of support (and 
the occasional Earth First! Jour- 
nal) from people all over the 
world. Thank you so much. 
Keeping in touch with you all 
helps me stay inspired. I also 
want to send strength and ad- 
miration to fellow BBB agents, 
as well as all other participants 
in the worldwide pastry upris- 
ing. Keep the crusts and fillings 
flying. 

P.S. We get out on June 20, so 
I'll see you all at the rendezvous. 
Love, 


— Justin Gross #1818071, CJ37 
Dorm B, San Bruno, CA 94066 

Hey Journalistas, 

Got a hold of the latest and 
greatest! I just wanted to send 
my praise to a bunch of over- 
worked folks and let you know 
that those long complicated 
hours you folks put into the Jour- 
nal looks great (heard you ran 
into cover dilemmas at the last 
minute)! Many praises for the 
way this rag is going! 

I'm so glad that you were able 
to include pieces like the inter- 
view with Carl Anthony. I think 
at times over the years of doing 
stuff originally as a mainstreamer 
doing the recycling thing in high 
school and then moving into the 
front line battles that went on in 
the Shawnee NF and then dili- 
gently working on Chiapas, good 
ol' Cassini and now having given 
a bit o time in Nuxalk territory. 

I feel like folks don't get enough 
praise for the work they are do- 
ing. So I'm writing you new to do 
that. In other words, I like the 
direction the Journal is heading if 
the latest issue is any indication 
of where it'll be in the future. 
Give yourselves a huge pat on the 
backster! Many warm thanks for 
the tireless endless nights to get 
this last issue out. 

P.S. I was around when Batboy 
went up into the tree in the 
Shawnee back in 95'(the memo- 
rial piece was two Journals ago). 
Thank you for allowing that me- 
morial piece to be written and 
printed. Dave was a comrade and 
sure meant a lot to me and others 
in our organizing in Southern 
Illinois. At his funeral, his mother 
informed me that his ashes will 
be spread sometime in the spring 
or the summer in the Shawnee 
National Forest. To allow him to 
rest where he first had gotten 
involved with protecting the wild, 
a place his mother knew he loved 
enough to want to spread his 
ashes there. Dave had worked on 
anti-racists issue prior to ending 
up in Southern Illinois to go to 
school and it only made sense to 
him, to be doing the work he had 
done in the Shawnee. Thank you 
again for allowing that to be 
printed two Journal's ago about 
Batboy. 

For the Earth and critters like 
the Indiana Bat! 

— Steve, a contradicting Luddite 
programming web sites for NFN 
and FAN 
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GLOBALIZATION 



The Earth First! Journal presents part II of Karen Coulter's essay on the threat 
of corporate globalization and how the world's economic forces are scheming to 
rule the planet. We encourage readers to become familiar with the economic 
strategies of globalization which possibly constitute the greatest threat to 
biodivesity in the 21st Century. 



by Karen Coulter 

How did all these ecological and 
ethical horrors come about? The global 
free trade agreement, GATT, was 
established in 1948 to negotiate lower 
tariffs (taxes on imports) in order to 
stimulate commerce. There have been 
seven rounds of negotiations since its 
inception. The most recent 
Uruguay Round placed 
new issues on the table 
for negotiation, 
such as non-tariff 
barriers to trade, 
which include 
environmental 
policies and 
economic 
development 
strategies. 

What emerged 
from the Uruguay 
Round was a plan for 
the wealthiest 
countries to use free trade 
ideology as a means 
dismantling virtually all regulation of 
natural economies. Ralph Nader 
described the Uruguay Round 
agreements as strengthening and 
formalizing a world economic 
government dominated by giant 
corporations, without a correlative 
democratic rule of law to hold this 
economic government accountable. 

GATT is now subsumed under the 
WorldTrade Organization (WTO), the 
rules of which constitute what Nader 
calls a Corporate Bill of Rights. Instead 
of sovereign contracting parties 
choosing whether or not to participate 
in certain GATT treaties, WTO 
members must agree to adhere to each 
of the agreements of the Uruguay 
Round in order to participate in this 
exclusive world trading club. The WTO 
body uses voting and binding dispute 
resolution procedures, backed by 
threats of economic sanctions, to 
enforce its decisions. The mere threat 
of such sanctions is often enough to 
persuade poorer countries to change 
their laws or trade practices. 

Other weapons in the globalization 
armory are agreements on intellectual 
property rights. Incorporated as the 
Uruguay Round Agreement on Trade- 
Related Intellectual Property Rights 
(TRIPS), foreign corporations can easily 
appropriate agricultural and medicinal 
biodiversity for their own private 
economic development. The 
membership of the Intellectual 
Property Committee designing the 
TRIPS agreement includes 
representatives from Bristol Myers, 
DuPont, General Electric, General 
Motors, Hewlett Packard, IBM, 
Johnson fxjohnson, Merck, Monsanto, 
Pfizer, Rockwell and Time- Warner. 

Although intellectual property rights 
used to fall under national law, they 
now have become the preferred 
weapons transnational corporations 


(TNC) exploit to monopolize a 
product, regardless of its origins or 
value to the greater social body. Under 
TRIPS, anything that can be genetically 
manipulated can be patented and 
monopolized as private (TNC) 
property. With intellectual property 
rights, TNCs can now take over whole 
national industries and claim the 
entire world as their market. 
National environmen- 
tal standards have also 
been compromised 
with the North 
American Free 
Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) and the 
WTO. Accusing 
the Mammal Pro- 
tection Act 
(MMPA) of being 
a protectionist 
trade weapon de- 
signed to close mar- 
kets to foreign com- 
petitors, an embargo on 
tuna caught with dolphin- 
killing methods was eliminated by 
Mexico who sued the US, declaring the 
MMPA illegal under GATT. US law re- 
quiring the shrimp fishery to use nets 
with turtle excluder devices to protect 
endangered sea turtles was also found 
illegal by the WTO and the US was 
forced to weaken the law. 

The proposed Multilateral 
Agreement on Investments (MAI) 
now being shuttled around 
piecemeal under various names and 
venues would go even further, giving 
corporations preemptive rights to 
determine the course of resource 
development while making no 
distinction between domestic and 
foreign investors. The national 
treatment clause would prohibit 
policies that favor community land 
tenure and resource management 
rights, restrict the limitation of 
mineral extraction and use of 
unappropriated water to state or 
national residents, and remove 
restrictions on foreign ownership of 
land, citizen requirements for 
logging licenses and community 
development subsidies. 

The MAI ban on performance 
requirements would also prohibit 
governments from giving preference 
for public contracts to firms that are 
environmentally responsible or 
achieve levels of domestic content 
and hire locally. 

The MAI would give corporations 
the right to own the saleable natural 
resources of a country and to extract 
oil, forest, mineral or other resources 
with no obligation to sustain or use 
them in the interests of local and 
indigenous communities. The MAI 
also takes precedence over multilateral 
environmental agreements such as the 
Convention on the International 
Trade in Endangered Species, the 
Montreal Protocol (controlling 


PART TWO 

production of ozone-depleting 
chemicals) and the Basel Convention 
(controlling hazardous waste). 

Under the investor-state dispute 
procedure clause of the MAI, any new 
laws to protect the environment could 
be considered a form of expropriation 
and foreign investors would have the 
right to sue for compensation before 
an international tribunal made up of 
unelected trade bureaucrats. Most 
countries have less discretionary 
income than TNCs and would 
probably eliminate new laws, leaving 
ecosystems open to rampant 
corporate exploitation. 

Since such unconstrained corporate 
rule throws out the national and 
international laws activists have worked 
so hard to establish and enforce, new 
strategies and decision-making targets 
are needed for effective action. We 
must look beyond corporate-controlled 
regulatory agencies and courts to build 
an overwhelming international 
movement of resistance to change the 
current political climate. Long-term 
value changes have always been 
achieved only by stepping outside 
established limits of laws and habit. 

Listed below are immediate 
opportunities for involvement and 
organizations supporting this work. As 
the stakes are so high, with the potential 
for worldwide irrevocable loss of genetic 
diversity and cultural integrity, what 
choice do we have but to strive for 


what the Earth and Her people really 
need — an end to corporate governance 
and economic inequity. 

What we can do: 

•Attend the WTO teach-in and the 
WTO ministerial meeting protests in 
Seattle, Washington, from November 
30 to December 3. 

•Participate in the June 18 Global 
Day of Action against corporate rule. 

•Support or participate in groups 
working on this broader framework 
such as: Program for Corporations, 
Law and Democracy, POB 246, S. 
Yarmouth, MA, 02664-0246. Call (508) 
398-1145 for written resources and 
suggested reading lists. 

•Alliance for Democracy POB 683, 
Lincoln MA 01773; (781) 259-9395 

•International Forum on 
Globalization 1555 Pacific Ave., San 
Francisco, CA 94109. 

Suggested reading: 

When Corporations Ruled the World 
by David Korten. 

The Case Against the Global Economy 
by Jerry Mander and Edward 
Goldsmith. 

Against the Grain: Biotechnology, and 
the Corporate Take-over of Your Food 
by Marc Lappe and Britt Bailey. 

Gene Wars — The Politics of 
Biotechnology by Kristen Dawkin. 

MAI and the Threat to American 
Freedom by Maude Barlow and Tony 
Clarke. 

Globalization the Acceleration of 
Forest Destruction Since Rio by Victor 
Menotti (available from IFG, above). 
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The World Trade Organization ( 
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ratified at the third annual ministerial meeting of the WTO that to be hel 
in Seattle, WA, from November 30 to December 3, 1999. .si 

The Global Free Logging Agreement (FLA) would tie the haric 
activists reforming unsustainable forestry practices by eliminating tar- 
iffs, increasing demand and reducing costs for forest products thereby 
increasing forest-product consumption and further decimating the world's 
native forests. 

The agreement does not include steps to mitigate the potential environ- 
mental impacts of the FLA. To the contrary, negotiations will include ways 
to remove current protections. The agreement only focuses on the elimina- 
tion of tariffs on wood, paper and other forest products. Many environmen- 
tal protections aimed at sustainable forestry practices — such as timber- 
trade regulations, forest management standards, restrictions on pest- 
infested log imports and building codes that protect domestic industry by 
discouraging the use of imported materials like wood — can be argued to 
impede trade and therefore be banned. 

The forest product industry's international trade agenda, as embodied in 
the FLA, is three-fold. It aims to eliminate restrictions on where, when and 
how to log in order to increase production, open world markets to forest 
products so more is sold and profits increase while also eliminating 
environmental, labor and other regulations that reduce profits. 

Forest protection laws reduce profits and are therefore antithetical to 
this agenda. Unfortunately, the Clinton administration's trade agenda 
mirrors that of industry giving no consideration to forest protection. 

The FLA will encourage increased logging using unsustainable practices 
at a time when the world's native forests are facing extinction. According 
to the World Resources Institute, nearly one-half of the world's original 
forest cover is gone. Of the remaining original forests, most is severely 
degraded; and only 22 percent remains as large tracts of relatively undis- 
turbed primary forests. Worldwide, less than 10 percent of virgin temper- 
ate forests remain (excluding the Commonwealth of Independent States, 
part of the former Soviet Union), and half of the world's tropical forests 
have been cleared or degraded. Every hour, at least 4,500 acres of tropical 
forests fall to chainsaws, machetes, flames or bulldozers and another four 
plant or animal species die out, mostly in the tropics. 

The world's forests need increased protections, not increased logging. 
Help us stop the Global Free Logging Agreement. For more information 
contact the International Trade and Forest Programs at |202) 547-9230; 
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ARMED 

WITH 

VISIONS 

BEAR WILDERNESS MEDITATION 
Iknow 

you want that pack 
and all that's in it 
safe 

Sack of synthetic fibers 
holding so much 
of your protection 

Your sunblock, 
your gloves, 
your lip balm, 
your extra clothes, 
your flashlight 
your notebook, 

with its soulful reflections, 
half-remembered dreams, 
and literary pretensions . 

But maybe 

you should just 
let the bear 


CACTUS JACK AND THE 




have it 
Bear 

who is always 
bare naked 
carries 
all 

its protection 
in its self; 

Great monster buddha 
of the wilderness 
eats so many berries 
shits purple. 

Though all bear wants 
is your food 
bear would gladly 
rip your baggage apart 
Fearing or hating bear 
does no good 
hungry mammal 
like yourself. 

Have compassion 
forbear 

and all beings , 
have compassion 
foryourself. 


Your margin of safety 
is thinner than you think 
and wide 
as the starry sky. 



There was a man named Cactus Jack, 
Who lived down Texas way 
He shared his vittles and his shack 
With varmints, some did say. 


Prairie Dogs, he loved the best 
Their politics, their style. 

In shady hours, at his rest, 
They often made him smile. 

Fussy guards upon their hip 
Did gossip all around. 

At sentry’s cry of Tipi Tip! Tip! 
They scurried underground. 


By and by, a commissioner came 
And said the Town must go. 

“The Lone Star State needs a lane 
So’s prosperity can grow!” 

“m tell ole' Blue to gnaw on you, 

If n you should try 

To ruin homes for somethin’ new 

And cause my friends to die!” 

Now, Cactus Jack, he held his ground 
And tied the courts up right. 

He readied for another round 
With victory in sight. 


Clear as cut glass 
& Just as dangero 


PRAKEE DEBATE 


Neighbors came from every quarter, 
For news had traveled fast, 

To spy on Jack’s bodacious critters 
Before their fame had passed. 


“Upon my soul! Thet’s a pleasin’ sort,” 
One man was heard to say. 

“Yes, Sir’re! The law’s sold ‘um short. 
The whelps is got to stay!” 

The multitudes raised their voices. 
“Give the dogs their due!” 

The magistrates surveyed their choices, 
“Which plan should we pursue?” 

Jack held fast. The pups won out. 

A compromise was made. 

Now the road curves slightly south 
A little past Jack’s shade. 

Now Fort Worth has its legacy 
They call it Loop 820 
Jack left it for folks to see 
Without the need of money. 

So, “Come on down!” and lend an eye 
To sentries on their domes, 

Who watch prosperity whizzing by 
Past Jack's withered bones. 

“God bless ya Jack. You done us proud. 
We appreciate your labor. 

No truer heart could grace a cloud. 
Signed, A Lone Star Neighbor.” 



£ST"VJ2 1 


Send poems to 
Warrior Poets Society, 
ASUC, Box 361, 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 


-Kirk Lumpkin 



'Waters fody among pale sandstone 

peel off layers 

geoCogy refCecting the sun Back at tfie surface 
while tfiat Blue jay shrieks a hole in canyon silence 

with a song that Coses steam 
in the foaming rapid roar of mist 
an echo of the snow once graced the cCijfs 
months ago Before I sunBumed 
and s tipped across the stretching rivers 
to sit and find a spider prowling highways on my aching arm. 

To spend a century sunsetting upon the stones 
inhaling air so good it lacks odor, 
But those I’m with would rather conquer than comprehend 
so I’m dragged from panorama to panorama 
seeking a dozen perfections a second 
when I’d settle for one in a lifetime. 

—Tom §& 

all rights reserved to the authors 
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The backlash by industry and governments against 
the environmental movement was bound to hap- 
pen. Until now though, few recognized the scale and 
extent to which the anti- environmental movement 
has grown or just how effective it has become. 
Andrew Rowell's Green Backlash documents a rapidly 
growing international movement to counter envi- 
ronmentalists. For the first time, the violence, the 
deaths, the threats and the organized global backlash 
against environmentalists have been drawn together 
in one volume. And it makes a chilling tale. 

"The lessons learnt from the stories in this book 
are that with the collapse of communism, environ- 
mentalists are now increasingly being identified as 
a global scapegoat for threatening the vested inter- 
est of power: the triple engines of unrestricted 
corporate capitalism, right-wing political ideology 
and the nation state's protection of the status quo. 
The backlash tracked from the US to the UK, Brazil, 
Ecuador, Malaysia, the South Pacific and India, 
involves multinational industry in collusion with 
the governments that benefit from the vast profits 
to be made at the expense of the environment. Add 
huge public relations companies to the mix and a 
new web of 'grassroots' coalitions and campaign- 
ers comprised of people whose jobs would be 
affected by environmental controls. The money, 
the power and the use of environmentalists' own 
tactics add up to an effective and lethal combina- 
tion. The result? What we find is that violence and 
intimidation are on the increase around the world 
against environmentalists," writes Rowell. 

The themes and tactics around the globe are simi- 
lar, but one thing is clear: The less money the country 
has, the poorer the people, the more deaths and 
violence there is. In the North, in the US and the UK, 
more sophisticated means like public relations ma- 
chines and front groups are used to fight environ- 
mentalists. In the developing world, authorities are 
less inclined to appear concerned and balanced, and 
environmentalists are more likely to be arrested, shot 
or disappeared. Rowell takes us through harrowing 
tales of company collusion with military regimes, 
such as Shell in Nigeria and Texaco in Ecuador. 
Always, the same trend emerges: Where environ- 
mentalists are effective in bringing world attention 
to an issue, they are met with increased violence. 
Government authorities either turn a blind eye or 
actively participate by labeling the protesters "vio- 
lent" to sanction the use of violence against them. 


Toward the end of the 
1980s, with the threat of 
communism receding, 
the right-wing move- 
ment in the United 
States realized it had a 
new enemy to focus on: 
environmentalists. Ef- 
fective environmental 
legislation in the US be- 
gan to stop industry’s 
slash-and-burn tactics, 
and it was starting to cost 
them money. Enter the 
wise use movement, 
headed by Ron Arnold, whose advice to the multi- 
nationals was not to fight environmentalists at a 
corporate level, where the public would inevitably 
support David rather than Goliath. Rather, he 
suggested, the corporations should prop up the 
ordinary folk who were simply defending their 
jobs and forming grassroots groups to counter the 
greenies at their own level. Various legal bodies, 
representing a multitude of industries, were set up 
to effectively lobby 
the government 
against environmen- 
tal legislation. "We 
know how to lobby 
better than they do, 
and we've got coali- 
tions that can over- 
whelm them. That's 
never happened to 
them before. It frightened them big time," com- 
mented Arnold after the wise use movement's first 
legislative victory against environmentalists. 

In the late 1980s, Arnold was hired as a consultant 
by MacMillan Bloedel, the company clearcutting 
Clayoquot Sound on Vancouver Island, to help in 
its fight against environmentalist trying to stop the 
logging. Arnold told MacMillan Bloedel to give 
money to the coalitions of pro-logging citizens 
groups. "You stop defending yourselves, let them 
do it, and you get the hell out of the way. Because 
citizens groups have credibility and industries don't. " 
Soon after, the first of many grassroots groups was 
formed, well-funded by the forestry industry. 

In the UK, Rowell writes, there are two groups of 
campaigners who have suffered most from the state's 
attempts to silence them: anti-nuclear activists in the 
1980s and the anti-roads protesters in the 1990s. 
"Moreover, the state has attempted to demonize both 
sets of protesters, either as communists, in the case of 
anti-nuclear protesters or terrorists and fascists in the 
case of anti-road organizations. Incorrectly labeling 
people as communists, terrorists and fascists justifies a 
different response to that of a mere protester. They can 
be deemed a threat to national security, whereas 
protesters are not. It can also vindicate violence, 
harassment and surveillance of them by the state as 
has happened with the anti-nuclear movement." 

Rowell documents the past five years of grassroots 
road protesting in the UK, and the picture, never 
before seen as a whole, shows an official use and 


increase in violence and harassment. The rising use 
of private security firms to defend roadbuilding 
contractors is at the heart of it, and there's little 
happening to stop it. 

When we move to the developing world, the story 
is far, far worse. The pressure on governments to pay 
back debt provides an ideal feeding ground for a 
multinational company whose greed fits snugly 
with the governments' commitments to the World 
Bank. Environmental laws are either dropped or 
ignored, and soldiers are sent to quell local protests 
by people whose only crime is living on land where 
resources are found. The more money to be made, 
the harsher the crackdown against the protesters. 
Nowhere is this more obvious than in Nigeria, 
where nearly 2,000 Ogoni people (two percent of 
the total population) have died at the hands of the 
Nigerian military for protests against 35 years of 
Shell's oil drilling operations in the Niger Delta. "A 
Shell-shocked Land" tells the awful tale of Ken Saro- 
Wiwa, the Ogoni people's nonviolent protests 
against Shell, and Ken's subsequent persecution 
and then execution after a trumped-up military 
tribunal found him guilty of murder. 


Green Backlash paints a grim picture of the anti- 
environmental movement. The words "know thine 
enemy" spring to mind. Rowell leaves us with words 
of wisdom particularly relevant to the larger envi- 
ronmental groups: If we don't get back to the 
grassroots campaigning ideals and start organizing, 
campaigning and talking face to face, door to door, 
street to street and community to community, the 
anti-environmental movement will win. 

"Grassroots organizing is definitely an area where 
the anti-environmental movement has beaten the 
environmentalists over the last few years. There is 
no doubt either that they have been able to exploit 
the weaknesses of the mainstream groups. The back- 
lash is now an intricate part of working on, writing 
on, speaking on, campaigning on or even teaching 
on ecological issues. The paradigm shift that is 
occurring across the globe looks set to continue." 

Rowell also warns that the environmental move- 
ment must build a new vision for the future, instead of 
simply opposing current practices. The movement 
has neglected social concerns, leaving the right wing 
to step in and accuse it of putting wilderness preserva- 
tion before the human consequences of such policy 
decisions. "The backlash has given the environmental 
movement the opportunity to change for the better, 
it should not blow that chance." Green Backlash is 
mandatory reading for environmentalists who want 
to win their campaigns against polluting corporations 
anywhere in the world. 

Green Backlash is published by Routledge. 


" ... Ron Arnold, whose advice to the multinationals 
was not to fight environmentalists at a corporate 
level, where the public would inevitably support 
David rather than Goliath. ...corporations should 
prop up the ordinary folk who were simply 
defending their jobs and forming grassroots groups 
to counter the greenies at their own level." 


Race Matters 

continued from page 3 

Martin Luther King was assassinated 
when he moved outside of the tradi- 
tional civil rights movement to orga- 
nize the working class and beyond 
that to speaking out against the Viet- 
nam War. Judi Bari was bombed when 
she successfully unified mill workers 
and Earth Firstlers. The Palmer Raids 
and FBI were used to destroy the mas- 
sive movement of anarchists, wobblies 
and workers in the US that joined 
forces in the early 1900s. These links 
terrify the ruling elite. 

Our efforts in Vermont to link eco- 
logical and social issues paid off when 
Champion and Monsanto teamed up 
to spray toxic herbicides on 
Vermont's forests. Our social justice 
allies stood with us to demand a ban 
on these toxic applications. The fury 
was so deep that the legislature had 
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to side with the people. The spraying 
was stopped. 

Our solidarity with activists from 
the South fighting globalization to 
save their homelands, coupled with a 
deeper economic analysis of what 
"First World" countries are doing to 
"Third World" countries through glo- 
balized capitalism and economic pres- 
sure, such as World Bank Structural 
Adjustment Programs (SAPs), has 
clearly illustrated the link between 
destruction of the Earth and genocide 
against native peoples. To protect the 
Earth, we must support the struggles 
of the Earth's indigenous and peoples 
of color. We must fight here in the 
"Belly of the Beast" to end the Fourth 
World War. 

As the corporations of the world in- 
creasingly operate without borders and 
across issues, the movement must re- 
spond in kind. The compartmentaliza- 
tion of our organizations facilitates the 


rampant planetary destruction by keep- 
ing us marginalized and ineffective. 
The Vietnam War was ended when 
people from all walks used every tool 
available to stop the war machine. From 
soldiers fragging officers to militants 
fighting in the streets to student sit-ins 
to strategic anti-war bombings, the 
machine had to stop when it could 
neither predict the next move of the 
populace nor keep it divided. 

So when Paul Watson makes alli- 
ances with Jack Metcalfe, known 
throughout Native American circles as 
a hard-core Indian-hater, on an issue 
involvingNative American sovereignty; 
when Dave Foreman announces that 
AIDS and famines will help reduce over- 
population among people of color in 
the "Third World"; when Farley Mowat 
and Brock Evans (and Dave Foreman 
and Paul Watson) endorse an initiative 
that would restrict immigration by the 
Fourth World War refugees to our 


South, they enable the further destruc- 
tion of our planet by reinforcing the 
walls between the privileged white en- 
vironmental movement and the 
world's oppressed peoples. 

The movements of the "Third 
World" are extremely powerful. 
People in the South clearly under- 
stand the interconnection of issues. 
When a Mayday march is called for in 
Mexico City, hundreds of thousands 
participate. The Zapatista's struggle 
for land, justice and food as well as 
for protection of the Lacandon 
rainforest. Instead of alienating 
people of color, the privileged white 
US environmental movement needs 
to learn from other movements. 

Activists wishing to organize in- 
ternationally based on these revolu- 
tionary ecological principles are in- 
vited to contact Anne Petermann 
POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402; 
nfnena@sover.net. 



13 Tips For Activists 

deeming thing is that at least by getting involved the 


by Errol Schweizer 

Disclaimer: This column is for "above-ground" and 
community-based activists. It is meant as a critique of 
those qualities that may keep us from building a stronger 
movement. So please don't feel offended (which brings us 
to our first point...). 

1. Have a sense of humor. 

The world is not going to change overnight, no 
matter how hard you work. Take time out to laugh at 
how messed up things really are and at the incremen- 
tal changes that you are striving so hard for. A good 
chuckle now and then keeps things in perspective 
and may actually make you feel better. Poking fun is 
a form of critique, and we all know that... 

2. Critique is necessary and vital. 

Analyzing what went wrong or right about an 

action or a campaign may help you avoid repeating 
the same mistakes twice. Listen to what others 
outside your group have to say, especially the oppo- 
sition, who may be the perfect foil for your cause. 
Many great revolutionaries engaged in rigorous self- 
criticism to realize what they did right or wrong. 
Luckily, unlike Che or Durruti, many of us don't 
have to do it under a hail of bullets. 

3. Treat everyone as individuals. 

It sucks when activists refer to "the masses." By 
lumping people into faceless categories we forget 
that we are dealing with people who have reasons for 
believing the things they do, such as simply growing 
up in this damn culture. When you approach people 
as individuals, you are reminded that you didn't 
always have the beliefs that you have now, and that 
once upon a time you may have been alienated by 
how some "activists" behave. And so, the most 
important aspect of reaching out to people may not 
be what you have to say but actually to... 

4. Listen to what others have to say and 

Sometimes responses to what you have to say may 

be the best guide for learning what you shouldn't do 
next time. When you know who you are speaking 
to, you can craft your message accordingly. By 
knowing your audience you can personalize the 
issue so that is not some abstract cause that no one 
can compare to everyday experience. If you are 
talking to some kids on the street about how fucked 
up McDonald's is, don't just dwell on the facts that 
they kill millions of animals every year and use beef 
grown on former rainforest land. Many people can 
relate to the fact that McD's pays bad wages and 
long, grueling hours. This is called "cutting" the 
issue, and it may make all the difference. 

4a. Ditch the highfalutin' lingo! If you insist on 
"deconstructing the privileged hegemonies of so- 
cioeconomic systems, " then don't expect much of a 
response. Talk to your audience at their level, not 
Foucault's. Besides, those big words are a privilege of 
those lucky enough to have been college educated 
and can set up an uncomfortable power dynamic. 
What's the use of promoting social change when 
you speak in an elitist fashion? 

5. Stop screaming all the time! 

Yeah, we're pissed off, but if we are always scream- 
ing at people instead of talking to them, they won't 
listen (would you?). So before you go to a protest, go 
work out or jog or something. You'd be surprised 
how people respond when you just talk to them. So 
think before you scream. 

6. Single-issue activism can be problematic. 

While we all have certain issues that are closest to 
our hearts, we shouldn't close our minds to the 
possible interconnections between these issues or 
stop from examining how they may have similar 
historical roots. Sometimes single issue activism can 
be very detrimental, such as how some environmen- 
talists echo fascistic anti-immigration propaganda. 

7. Having progressive politics does not 
exempt you from being an asshole. 

There are more than a few "progressive" people 
who are sexist or hold some pretty questionable 
ideas about race and class. And activists can be just 
as clique-ish and backstabbing as anyone. The re- 


door is open for talking about these issues, right? 

8. You can't save the world via email. 

Your computer is a product of the techno-capi- 
talist system and whatever good you do with it 
does not equal the power it has given corporate 
America. No matter how efficient, technology can 
never replace the power and intimacy of human 
communication and contact. 

The Internet itself was designed by the Pentagon's 
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency as a 
way to decentralize communications in the advent 
of nuclear war. And over 98 percent of the Internet's 
usefulness has been to speed up commerce for 
speculative investment by the fat cats. Admittedly, 
the Internet can be helpful; the Zapatistas may 
have been crushed if not fox the email updates they 
sent out during their uprising. But we can't rely on 
techno-activism: remember, Y2K. 

9. Leave the labels at home. 

"So that's nice. You are a (insert typical social 
change label here)." To most people who do not 
share these beliefs, these labels are loaded with 
media stereotypes and corporate propaganda that 
demean the positive aspects that these labels carry 
for you and me. So before you label yourself, con- 
sider what may be going on in someone else's head. 
Just what did you think a "communist" or "anar- 
chist" was before you became so enlightened? Let 
your actions define you, not your labels. 

10. Lifestyle fascism sucks. 

A major problem with many activists is instead of 
personalizing the political, they politicize the per- 
sonal. Finding flaws in other people's lifestyles seems 
more important than identifying and deconstructing 
the institutions that are the root of the problem. By 
pinpointing certain aspects of Western lifestyle, we are 
forgetting that it is the whole system that is wrong. To 
make real change we need to find what we have in 
common. Let people decide for themselves what they 

11. Ha! Ha! Ha! You're gonna burn-out! 

Few things hurt our causes as much as exhaustion 

and the implosion of those who have just "had 
enough." You make bad decisions, you alienate 
friends and family, your personal hygiene takes a 
nose-dive. You know what? You need a break! Activ- 
ism is tough and victories can be few and far be- 
tween so learn to take it easy. Even Assata Shakur 
says that the most important thing is to grow per- 
sonally, to maintain relationships and hobbies. 

12. Stop the sectarianism! 

The movement has fractured and fragmented into 
so many little cliques and ideologies that I wonder 
what many of us have in common anymore other 
than mutual dislike. As dismaying as this is, there 
are still so many people working for change that I 
must ask: Can't we agree on certain vital things? Can 
we actually work toward some sort of consensus so 
that we stop shooting ourselves in the feet? If you 
are new to activism, stay above the pettiness and 
concentrate on the issues at hand. If you are from 
the old school, then us young folks need your 
experience, not your gripes and grudges. 

13. Redefine activism. 

Activism is an accepted cultural niche in our 
society. We all know the stereotypes: bad dresser, 
self-righteous, screaming and chanting, holding 
up signs, getting dragged away by cops, etc. By 
becoming a part of this "activist" culture we alien- 
ate those whose side we are supposedly on. But 
more and more people who are fighting for positive 
change are "regular" people, schoolchildren, steel- 
workers, urban gardeners— people whom we don't 
identify as belonging to the "activist" culture. 
They're responding to the basic stimulus that they 
are oppressed or exploited and are not going to take 
it any longer. 

This is how revolutions come about. People who 
consider themselves "activists" have to listen to 
what people are really talking about. Until then, 
activism is going to be this small, accepted, ineffec- 
tual cultural niche that alienates everyone with 
whom it is supposed to be in solidarity with. 



SflFETV IS 


No Rccident 


by Ebola 

Like moths around a REI candle lantern, Earth 
Firstiers were inescapably drawn to the emerald 
lake at last summer's Round River Rendezvous. My 
friends jumped right in, submerging their bodies 
in the frigid water all at once. My footsteps found 
only soft, squishy muck, but on the last day of the 
rendezvous, somebody else's foot landed on a 
fishhook. The barbs were deeply impaled, result- 
ing in a trip to the emergency room. Even peaceful 
settings can harbor dangers. 

We can learn about dangers from direct experience 
or, if we are more fortunate, from stories of other 
people's experiences. Sure, we have a few instincts 
to keep us out of harm's way, like fear of heights and 
a fear of people in authority, but Earth Firstlers 
regularly ignore those basic instincts. In fact, if there 
is one universal trait that we all share, it's a propensity 
to place ourselves directly in harm's way. We dangle 
from ropes far above the ground as high winds turn 
banners into sails. We lock our necks to bulldozers 
with irate operators in the driver's seat. We sit atop 
wobbly tripods as deputies shake the legs. Compared 
to the many dangers facing us on the frontlines, a 
little fishhook protruding through flesh is minor 
(unless, of course, you are a fish) . Worse can happen 
and, indeed, has happened. It is time we got serious 
about learning from our mistakes and mishaps. 

Improving safety awareness was one of the first 
topics to come up at this year's Organizers 
Conference and the idea of creating a publication 
that details accidents and how they could have 
been prevented was suggested. Accident reports 
are a prim ary mean s for improvi ng safety standards 
in any field. So start sending in reports about 
edited for clarity and compiled into a booklet. 
Names will not be included. Send any suggestions 
for how best to distribute the booklet. If at all 
possible, include a way to contact you to ask 
clarifying questions. Take appropriate security 
measures based on what you are describing, such 
as speaking in the third person and not mention 
any names. If it is about a monkeyfvrenching 
mishap, be absolutely sure there's no way to trace 
it back to you, like the old 'saliva on the back of 
the stamp' trick. 

Also, send in reports of "near misses" — situations 
that almost resulted in an injury. I know that most 
of you have at least one story to share. The incident 
can be from any type of direct action, basecamp, 
rendezvous or training session, stretching back for 
the last twenty years, and they can be from any 
group involved in direct action, not just EF!. 

Describe the accident and all the contributing 
factors and include suggestions for how to avoid 
this situation in the future. Include the name of 
the campaign and the location (city, state or 
name of the national forest). Also, include the 
date, time of day, weather conditions and level of 
experience of those involved in the accident. If 
you don't know the exact date, then give the 
month or at least the season. 

Not everything has to be related to ropes, harnesses 
and falling out of trees. We can improve the safety 
of our campaigns by examining events that have led 
up to hypothermia, twisted ankles, getting lost in 
the woods and so on. We might even uncover some 
amusing stories, like the person who helped dig a 
six-foot-deep trench behind the Warner Creek 
basecamp, only to fall into it a fewnights later when 
he went out to pee. This apparently happened to 
several others until a makeshift fence was placed 
around the trench. 


What will happen with police brutality reports 
depends on the number of submissions and finding 
volunteers to help with the work. Mail in submissions 
now and look for updates at the rendezvous. Mail to 
Accident Reports, POB 51564, Eugene, OR 9tM$ 
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Whawaya Waitin } For ? 


WALK FOR 
THE WILD 
PELICAN 
BUTTE 

August 6, 7 and 8, 1999 

Oregon Natural Resource Council 
(ONRC) and NorthwestTrails Archive and 
Restoration Project (a project of League of 
Wilderness Defenders) are sponsoring an 
event to hike and canoe at Pelican Butte. 
Please help us save this 11,000 acre un- 
protected wilderness area by showing your 
support for its protection. Day-long walks 
will be offered Saturday and Sunday to 
broaden the opportunity for folks to see 
the area. Camping and other recreational 
opportunities will be available (first come 
first serve) on Saturday, August 7, at either 
Malone Springs (Westside Road, below 
Pelican Butte or Odessa Campground (just 
south of Pelican Butte off Hwy. 140). Both 
are non-fee campgrounds on the Winema 
National Forest. 

ONRC's Southern Oregon Field Repre- 
sentative Wendell Wood has a cabin at 
the Klamath Marsh National Wildlife Ref- 
uge where he will host folks the night (and 
the Friday) before the Pelican Butte Satur- 
day and Sunday hikes. Sleep indoors, in 
your sleeping bag or camp outside. 
Wendell's cabin is 1 1 miles off Hwy. 97 on 
the way down from the Willamette Valley 
(taking Hwy 58 — the Willamette Pass). 
From here it is another hours drive south to 
Pelican Butte. 

Bring a canoe to go on Wocus Bay at the 
Klamath Marsh on Friday, August 6, or on 
Upper Klamath National Wildlife Refuge 
(directly below Pelican Butte) on Sunday 
August 8. Also, there are good opportuni- 
ties for hiking or mountain biking on 
national forest land around the Klamath 
Marsh. Wendell will show a slide show (at 
dusk) on August 6 and talk about ONRC's 
Pelican Butte protection efforts. 

For more information on the hikes con- 
tact Northwest Trails Project at POB 842 
Springfield, OR 97477; (541) 726-6154; 
ntarp@efn.org; www.efn.org/-ntarp. 

To camp at Wendell's cabin Friday or 
canoe on Wocus Bay Friday or Upper 
Klamath National Wildlife Refuge Sun- 
day, contact ONRC at 943 Lakeshore Drive, 
Klamath Falls, OR 97601-9107; (541) 
885-4886; ww@onrc.org; website 
WWW@ONRC.OR. Rooms, meals and 
canoes are also commercially available 
near Pelican Butte at Rocky Point Resort 
(541) 356-2287 and Harriman Springs 
Resort (541) 356-233. 


Millions for 
Mumia 
Continues! 

The next nine months will be criti- 
cal for the life of Mumia Abu-Jamal. 
By the end of this year, Mumia will 
be in the federal courts. This will be 
his only chance to present the wit- 
nesses and obtain the evidence that 
were denied him by the Pennsylva- 
nia courts. The Effective Death Pen- 
alty Act, signed into law on April 24, 
1996, was designed to make it al- 
most impossible to have the federal 
courts review and overturn unjust 
and racist acts by state courts. His- 
tory teaches us that justice does not 
come by the orderly workings of "the 
law," but through the actions and 
demands of the people. 

Our movement must now grow in 
a series of leaps, beginning with this 
great demonstration today. From to- 
day forward, each day counts. Each 
of us must return home as organizers 
on a mission. 

Here are the crucial next steps: 

1. Be in Philadelphia for the July 4 
weekend march and organizers con- 
ference, plus civil disobedience at 
the Liberty Bell at noon on July 3. 
On-going civil disobedience actions 
through the year. Young people: 
come to Philly Freedom Summer June 
28 to July 11. 

2. Build for the National Week for 
Justice for Mumia Abu-Jamal, Sep- 
tember 19-25, a week of programs, 
teach-ins, and actions for Mumia 
throughout the country, ending 
with "100 Cities for Mumia" mass 
actions on September 25. Partici- 
pate in the cultural events of "Mumia 
911," a National Day of Art to Stop 
the Execution of Mumia Abu-Jamal 
on September 11. 

3. Take these plans out to organiza- 
tions, churches, and unions in your 
community. Get them to take it out 
to their people. Establish an emer- 
gency response plan in the event of a 
new death warrant. 

4. Join and be active in a national 
or local group or coalition working 
for Mumia, and support the Interna- 
tional Concerned Family and Friends 
of Mumia Abu-Jamal. For more in- 
formation, contact the International 
Concerned Family and Friends of 
Mumia Abu-Jamal at POB 19709, 
Philadelphia, PA 19143; (215) 476- 
8812; 476-7551 (fax); . 


RAINFOREST ACTION NETWORK 

llth ANNUAL RAINFOREST 
ACTION CHAUTAUQUA! 

BREVARD, NORTH CAROLINA, AUGUST 18-23 

Come to a gathering of the grassroots rainforest protection movement in the 
beautiful heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains at the edge of Pisgah National 
Forest just 20 minutes from Ashville, NC. Join us for campaign strategy 
sessions, skills trainings, issue briefings, activist community building and of 
course plenty of fire pit fun and lakeside leisure. Chautauqua is a fun, 
rejuvenating and empowering forum for activists to share their skills, reflect on 
our work and identify the ways we can build stronger movements for ecological 
sanity and justice. Don't miss one of the biggest and most productive yearly 
gatherings in the international forest protection movement. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT RAINFOREST ACTION 
NETWORK at 221 Pine, 5th Floor San Francisco, CA 94104; (415) 398-4404; 
rags@ran.org; www.ran.org 

$50- $100 sliding scale includes all food, camping/cabin accommodation and 
workshop costs. For travel and work scholarships contact (573) 874-0692; 
amanda@igc.org . (Nobody turned away for lack of funds as long as you're willing 
to pitch in! ) Hosted by The Chautauqua Council, EarthCulture and the 
Rainforest Action Network. 


' 16th Annual Twin Oaks Women's Gathering ^ 

Women: Celebrating 
° urselves in 
Community 

August 27-29 1999 

Dance • Music • Drumming • Camping • Swimming • 

Workshons • Sweats • Mud Pit* Singing • Games 
Bring you Poetry, Music and Artwork! 

Sliding Scale $40-$ 140 includes camping and workshops. 
Register by August 1st. Contact Twin Oaks Women's Gather- 
ing, 138 Twin Oaks Road, Louisa, VA 23093; 
gathering@twinoaks.org; (540) 894-5126, fax (540) 894-4112 


Northwest Regional Rendezvous 

July 9th- 12th, Gifford Pinchott National Forest, Washington State 
For more information contact (360) 867-9054; kim2@chickmail.com 


Food Not Bombs 
Intertribal Gathering 

July 18-25 1999. For more information contact 91 Albert 
Street, Winnipeg Manitoba, R3B1G5 Canada; (204)947-2220, 
956-5105 (fax); fnbwpg99@hotmail.com 


RESISTANCE 

A JOURNAL OF GRASSROOTS DIRECT ACTION 

Resistance, Journal of Grassroots Direct Action, #1, is finally out 
and ready for distribution. Resistance was created for the 
purpose of unifyingthe like-minded yet isolated efforts to- 
wards positive social change so we can begin to recognize that 
all oppression stems from the same societal mindset, and 
begin to attack the oppression itself at its roots. We choose to 
represent the grassroots direct action struggles because we 
believe that this mindset cannot be changed by methods 
which practice and endorse the mindset themselves. We truly 
wish to see positive social change happen within our lifetimes 
and intend the networking created through this publication to 
help bring about that change. 

Articles and columns include: Millions For Mumia, ALF, 
7,apanstas, Red Cloud Thunder updates, grand Juries, rBGH. 

Individual Copies are available for $2.50 from Resistance, 
c/o Liberation Collective, POB 9055, Portland, OR 97207. 
Bulk quantities are also available. Contact Craig 
Rosebraugh, (503) 525-4975 
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It’sSummzkTimz , Dammit! 


H) League Of Wilderness 

0 Is Defenders, 

| $ Blue Moutains 

Y< * Biodiversity Project 
and End Corporate 
Dominance 
, Campaign 

| are taking applications for a 
P aid °ff' ce position. Skills 
’ needed are: manual typing (no 
f electricity or computers), fil- 
ing, scheduling, writing, knowi- 
ng edge of natural ecology, wild- 
jvj life, federal environmental 
' $ § ' policy laws, activist existence 
j-LLj and creative spirit. Position is 
VgJune/July thru September/Oc- 
'tober and includes coordinat- 
, , ing volunteer intern work, ref- 
tfe** erences are essential. Tipi hous- 
Q Urging provided. BMBP is also ac- 
’ cep ting self-sufficient volunteer 
’J interns who wish to leam the 
aboveskills. Workalsoincludes 
- <§!& S arc *ening and living with the 
v|!|j|land. Contact us at: HCR 82, 
icyy Fossil, Oregon 97830. 



si II] J i 


II III li Y 





turningtheude 

Journal of Anti-Racist 
Activism, Research & 
Education 

Copies Available For $2 from 
People Against Racist Terror 
(PART), POB 1055, Culver City, 
CA 90232; (310) 288-5003. 

Also available: "White Lies, 
White Power" by Michael Novick. 
Send $16.95+S/H $2.50 (check) to 
Common Coui ge Press, POB 702, 
Monroe, ME 04851 



the Nuclear 
Resister 


information about 
& support for 
imprisoned 
anti-nuclear & 
anti-war activists 


• Action reports & future actions • 
Prisoner support info • International 
resistance news • Writings from jail • 
A network for nonviolent direct action 


$ 15/year 

(US$20 Canada, US$25 overseas) 

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 


POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA 
nukeresister@fgc.org 


LUNA 

The Stafford Giant Tree-Sit 

The story of the longest tree- 
sit in US history. In order to save 
the Stafford Giant redwood tree 
called "Luna," an extraodinary 
woman named Julia "Butterfly" 
has remained in the tree for over 
a year and a half. 

Produced by James Ficklin. 

For copies of the video, send a 
$20 donation to Headwaters Ac- 
tion Video Collective, POB 2198, 
Redway, CA 95560; (707) 458- 
5490 ext. 582. 


The Forest Service is molting. Until 
their new shell hardens, they will be 
uncharacteristically vulnerable and 
will be making a concerted effort to 
keep the environmental community 
distracted with positive sounding 
rhetoric. The Recreation Fee Demon- 
stration program is key to the survival 
of the Forest Service. If we kill the Fee- 
Demo this year, Forest Sevice Chief 
Dombeck can either seek cooperation 
from the environmental community 
or face Senator Murkowski's threat of 
dismantling the agency. If we kill the 
Fee-Demo now, we earn the right to 
partiepate in the process that will 
reshape the Forest Service as an 
agency. If we fail to act, then only 
corporate executives will assist 
Dombeck in determining the fate 
of our forests, deserts, mountains, 
rivers and streams. To learn more 
about ongoing efforts to commer- 
cialize, privatize and motorize 
America's public lands and how 
to stop this "Wreckreation," 
please contact Wild Wilderness, 
248 NW Wilmington Avenue, 
Bend, OR 97701; (541) 385-5261; 
www.wildwilderness.org 


FOOD FOR LIFE 

In The New 
Millenium 

Monday, July 12 through Sunday, 
July 18 at the Sequatchie Valley Insti- 
tute (aka Moonshadow), 30 miles NW 
of Chattanooga, near Dunlap, TN. 

On Monday, July 19 the gathering 
will close with a Pure Food Rally in 
conjuction with Food Not Bombs in 
downtown Chattanooga to educate 
the public about food issues. This gath- 
ering will offer skills building and net- 
working opportunities that will cover 
a wide range of issues related to grow- 
ing food, nutrition and health. The 
vision for the gathering is to offer a 
variety of workshops from gardening, 
food preservation, saving seed, differ- 
ent methods of cooking and diet 
choices, solar and cob oven construc- 
tion, as well as important information 
on genetic engineering and biotech- 
nology. FOOD FOR LIFE will be hosted 
by the Sequatchie Valley Institute and 
the Bioengineering Action Network 
(BAN). Please feel free to contact 
Moonshadow at (423) 549-5922; 
mediarights@bledsoe.net for more 
information. 


CONCERNED^ if 
i SINGLES — AX I 


riiwbi-v \ 

NEWSLETTER 


qjflMpMLf' links compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth , 
the environment, 

■J and a healthy society. 

Nation wtde • AH ages • Since 1984 

9 Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
V Lenox Dale, MA 01242; 
call (41 3)445-6309; 

or browse http://www.concemedsinglee.com 



River Jam VI— A Benefit For The 
Buckeye Forest Council of Ohio 

Join us on September 4, 1999 for a groovy all-day festival of music, art 
and food! Featuring Dakota Sid, R.J. Cowdery, Donna Mogavero, Gary 
Hall, Bob Sauls, Mary Hough and many others. Possum Valley Arboretum 
and Wildlife Preserve, 4504 Prospect-Upper Sandusky Road. Gate opens at 
11:00, show starts at noon. $20 advanced ticket sales only. Call (740) 528- 
3333 for tickets and information. 


&re,e,r tng£ 
from 

Wild I ^ocJc.ie'S! 

The days are getting longer rap- 
idly and warmer much more 
gradually. We’re gearing up for 
another hot season of direct ac- 
tion in both the urban and 
backcountry realms. One of the 
most important facets of our work 
is video documentation/process- 
ing and monitoring of rallies, dem- 
onstrations, actions, protests, 
blockades, conferences/hearings/ 
meetings, guerrilla theater, data 
collection/analysis, bio-surveys/ 
forest-watch... you get the idea. 

We are looking for people who 
either understand videography/ 
photography and monitoring/ 
surveying in an activist context, 
or people who want to under- 
stand it. If you are interested in 
getting involved contact the fol- 
lowing people: 

Bob Clark, Alliance for the Wild 
Rockies: bobclark@wildrockies.org 
Adam Horowitz, Wild Rockies 
EF!: warpony@wildrockies.org 
Gary MacFarlane, Cove/Mal- 
lard Coalition: (208) 882-9755; 
cove@moscow.com 
Storm Waters, Cold Mountain, 
Cold Rivers: (406) 728-0867; 
storm@wildrockies.org 
Billy Stern/Jake Kreilick, 
Native Forest Network: (406) 
542-7343; nfn@wildrockies.org 


LIVE RENT-FREE, WORLDWIDE 


#1 Source fo r - 



iwDwaw 


The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would like to live rent- 
free and caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887-EF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377.(602) 488-1970. 
www.angelfire.com/wa/caretaker 


On Indian land 


On Indian Land is an American 
Indian issues newspaper cover- 
ing topics of importance to 
indigenous peoples of North 
America, including treaty, 
land, and sovereignty rights, 
religious freedom, and poli- 
tical prisoners. Subscription 
rates for 1 year/4 issues are: 

$12 (individual) 

$20 (institution) 

Make check out & send to: 

Support for Native Sovereignty 
PO Box 2104, Seattle WA 98111 




Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 

Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 


W hether you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 

E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E' s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 


# Send me my FREE 
'll 1 Li ^ • trial issue of E/The 
Environmental Magazine. If 1 like it, I can name 
subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 

$19.95. If not. I’ll just return the subscription 

invoice marked cancel and return it to you. 

The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 
or obligation to me. city, state, zip 

E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572! 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY. STATE, ZIP 

AS9830 
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Earth First! Trinkets and Snake Oil 


-Judi Bari 

Classic speeches and bam-stomp- 
ing music woven into a history of 
EF! and the redwoods. 

“Who Bombed Judi Bari?” 
The FBI Stole My Fiddle, Redwood 
Summer CD— $17 

■Consolidated 

The hot new release from the only 
remaining big political band in the 
US that hasn’t sold out. 

“Dropped” One Way Out, Lesbian 
Avengers, Headgear, Coming of 
Rage CD-$10 

-Darryl Chcmcy 

No one can create a campaign song 
as fast as Darryl. He’s a campfire 
favorite. 

“Timber” Arizona Power Lines, 
Which Side Are You On? 

TAPE— $12 

“They Sure Don’t Make Hippies 
Like They Used To!” Free the 
Dead, Spike a Tree For Jesus 
TAPE— $12 

“I Had to Be Born This Century” 

Earth First!, Ballad of the BLM 

TAPE— $12 

“White Tribal Music” Grants 
Pass, Xerox the Money, Jesus Was 
a Mushroom 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

■Alice Di Micclc 

Alice is arguably the Northwest’s 
most talented singer/songwriter. 
Her voice and lyrics cut straight to 
your heart. 

“Naked” Trouble in Mind, Make it 
Last, Out of Control 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Searching” Defend the Earth, 
Land of Broken Promises, Lift Us 
Up TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Too Controversial” American 
Dream, / Won’t Say Goodbye 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“It’s a Miracle” All or Nothing, 
Not For Sale, First Snow, The Bea- 
ver Song TAPE — $12 
“Make a Change” Let It Rain, 
Dismantle, Leonard Peltier, In a 
Gentle Way TAPE— $12 
“Circle of Women” (with 
W lNDSONG, ELLOUISE, BURRELL, 
Shelly Phillips, Freyda Epstein 
and Tina Malia) Ancient and con- 
temporary songs and chants. Earth 
My Body, Circle Round for Free- 
dom, Mother I Feel You, Down By 
the Riverside CD — $17 

-Danny Dollingcr 

These songs are a slap upside the 
head by the big ugly frozen fish of 
love lost, found and love lost again 
on a sad and dying planet. 



“Rome Wasn't Burnt in a Day” 

Dollar and a Quarter, Blow Me 
Away, Rudy, Walking in Power 

TAPE— $12 

•Robert Hoyt 

Robert’s tours wow audiences 
across the country with his vir- 
tuoso guitar playing and home- 
grown lyrics. 

“Dumpster Diving Across 
America” Gasoline and Coffee, 
Quittin ' Time, HemlockGrove, Why 
Should I Care 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“As American As You” 

Enough, Shovelin ’ Mud, Apple 
Pie, Good Americans 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

•Timothy Hull 

An uplifting travelogue of environ- 
mental activism, Timothy’s music 
invokes the new spirit of the wild. 
“Brightness of Brightness” 
Brightest Angel, Twilight Songs, 
Tough Reckoning, No Destinations, 
My Shirt 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Dragons on the Road” Nailed 
and Boarded, Good White Road, 
The Black Horse 

TAPE— $12 

•Keep It Wild! 

14 songs from seven favorite EF! 
musicians: Darryl Chemey, Alice 
Di Micele, Robert Hoyt, Dana 
Lyons, Casey Neill, Peg Millett and 
Joanne Rand. 



“Keep It Wild!” The Beaver Song, 
Flaming Arrows, Live Like a Prayer, 
Remember Me, Earth First!, Quittin’ 
Time, Turn of the 
Wrench, Radiation on My Wind- 
shield, Defend the Earth, TV God, 
Dancing on the Ruins 
TAPE— $9 • CD— $14 

•Dana Lyons 

Dana’s soulful voice and dexter- 
ous guitar convey a powerful, hu- 
morous message about the state of 
our world. 

“Cows with Guns” Song for Rod 
Coronado, Geronimo, Native 
Forest Song 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Turn of the Wrench” Cry of the 
Forest, TV God, / Saw Blood 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“At Night they Howl at the 
Moon — Environmental Songs for 
Kids” (with John Seed) Willy the 
Wombat, The Tree, We Don’t Want 
to Live in the Zoo 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

-SETH! 

No holds barred, screaming acous- 
tic punk. As it gets to the belly of the 
beast, $ETH!’s music isn’t PC. 
“M.A.Z.” Riot, Garden, Hope, Big 
City, Words TAPE— $10 
“The First Snack” Compost Rocks, 
Apathetic Hipster Youth, Down the 
World CD— $12 

•Peg Millett 

Longtime EF! activist and con- 
victed monkeywrencher, Peg has 
one of the most beautiful voices 
you’ll ever hear. 

“Clear Horizon” Live Like a 
Prayer, Living Planet, Testimony 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Gentle Warrior” Forever Wild, 
High Plateau, There is Power, Wild 
Things TAPE— $12 

•Austin Lounge Lizards 

Marvelous country-bluegrass sat- 
ire. Lizard wit must be heard to be 
fully appreciated and laughed about. 

“Small Minds” 

“Highway Cafe of the Damned” 
“Paint Me on Velvet” 
“Creatures From the Black 
Saloon” 

“Lizard Vision” 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

•Ned Mudd and His 
Rustic Band 

Ned’s music is neither technically 
nor politically correct. Many of the 
songs were recorded with a boombox 
in an old warehouse; but, hey... they 
sound extraordinarily great! 


“ f.u.b.a.r. america” (with the 
Blacklight Sombreros) Alabama 
(N. Young’s Lament), Copperhead 
in the Kitchen, Cybershit CD — $15 
“Fine Time in America” Suburbia 
Blues, NationofSheep, Vacationfrom 
the Rest of the World TAPE — $8 
“Noon Blue Apples” Just Like You, 
Monkey sw/ Blue Jeans (On), Cyber 
Opium Eaters CD — $12 

-Casey Neill 

With inspiring, earthy lyrics and 
Celtic/punk/folk guitar, Casey is an 
Earth First! favorite. 

“Casey Neill” Another Point of 
View, Mayday, Double Dutch, From 
the Yardarms CD— $17 
“Skree’M Mighty Love, Okonogan 
County, Scrounge Around, Emma’s 
Garden CD— $17 

•Jim Page 

A staple on the Northwest folk cir- 
cuit for years and for good reason, 
the man can write. 

“More Than Anything Else In 
The World” Valdez, Gays in the 
Military, Sinead, Bishop on the Run 
CD— $17 

“Whose World is This” Take Our 
Culture Back, Righteous, Beautiful 
Tear, Right to be Wrong CD — $17 

•Joanne Rand 

Joanne’s strong and versatile voice 
climbs and dances through her pow- 
erful songs. 

“Choosing Sides” Privileged 
Class, Our Children ’s Children, I 
Love It TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Grant Me Eyes” Guardian An- 
gel, Stones, The Good, the Bad and 
the Only 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“The Monkey Puzzle” (with The 
Little Big Band) Earth My Body, 
Wolf at the Door, South End Story, 
Song for No One 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

-Velcro Sheep 

Knee-slappin’, foot’tappin’, rip- 
roaring acoustic folk rock direct 
from Missoula, Montana. 

“On the Lam” Gut Shoot Somoza, 
Revolution Tango, Whitefish Train, 
New Age Blues CD — $17 

•TchKung! 

Didjeyido, samples, electronic and 
mechanic noise, timbale, flue, 
grinder, scrap metal, rants, 40-gal- 
lon drums, violin, bass etc., get the 
point? They Rock! 

“Incite” Smash Things Up, New 
Earth Risin, Picture the Riotzone 
CD— $15 

•Walkin' Jim Stoltz 



Walkin’ Jim’s deep powerful voice 
and wilderness-inspired lyrics will 
send shivers down your spine. 
“The Vision” 

“A Kid for the Wild” 

“Forever Wild” 

“Spirit is Still on the Run” 
TAPES— $9 

•Greg Keeler 

Goofy, intelligent, country-western 
parody, Keeler’s songs poke fun at 
everything worth poking fun at. 
“Enquiring Minds” An Excuse to 
Go Drinkin ’, House Husband Blues, 
Planet of Morons 
“Post-Modern Blues” 

“Bad Science Fiction” 

“Talking Sweet Bye & Bye” 
“Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana” TAPES — $9 

•If ATrec Falls 

Benefit album about saving the for- 
est co-produced by EF!er Darryl 
Chemey, featuring John Trudell, 
Zero, Robert Hoyt, Joanne Rand, 
Bruce Cockbum, Hank Williams, 
Jr., Buffy Sainte-Marie, Dan 
Fogelberg, Jello Biafra and Mojo 
Nixon, The Tinklers, Alice Di 
Micele, The Wyrd Sisters, Ferron 
and Rumors of the Big Wave! 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

-Rosebud 

Acoustic with electronic clarity and 
witty lyrics. From madrigal harmo- 
nies to a flushing toilet, it’ s all there. 
“Thundermug Honeypot” Timber 
Tantrum, Die High, Drag, Ma Gore 
CD— $12 
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Merchandise Order Form 

Quantity Description 


Clip and send check or money order to: EF! Merchandise, 

POB 1415. Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

Color Size Price 
































NAME STREET TOTAL 



CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


COUNTRY. 


foreign orders 
add 15% 


MCow 4-6 -weeks for dedvery. CaCCus at (541) 344-8004 if you fiaven’t receivecC your order after that. TCease use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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From the EF! Library 


The Monkeywrench Gang 

by Edward Abbey. A damn good book about people who 
like to fuck shit up. Fiction, 387 pages. $7 

Desert Solitaire: A Season in the 
Wilderness 

by Edward Abbey. The naturalist poetically shares his experi- 
ence as a ranger in desert country. Non-fiction, 295 pages. $6 

The End of Nature 

by Bill McKibben. A compilation of 
apocalyptic theory and bottom line 
solutions. McKibben pulls no 
punches in this enlightening sci- 
ence-based thrashing of industrial 
society. Non-fiction, 226 pages. $12 

Anarchist Farm 

by Jane Doe. This anarchist version 
of Animal Farm will inspire activ- 
ists young and old. Fiction, 192 
pages. $10 

Ecodefense: A Field 
Guide to Monkey- 
wrenching 

edited by Dave Foreman and Bill 
Haywood. Extensively revised, ex- 
panded third edition of the mother 
of all how-to-fuck-shit-up books. 

350 pages. $20 

Grizzly Years: In 
Search of the American 
Wilderness 

by Doug Peacock. Fiction or non-fic- 
tion, one can’t really tell with this 
chilling account of tracking the griz- 
zly in the wilderness of Montana. Re- 


gardless of its true content, Grizzly Years is a soul jerking 
adventure story. 375 pages. $13 

Earth First! Direct Action Manual 
(second edition) 

The antidote to despair. Everything you need to know about 
blockading tactics, techniques and devices to defend the 
Earth. 154 pages. $8 

Green Rage: Radical Environmentalism 

and the Unmaking 
of Civilization 

by Christopher Manes. It’s a 
brilliant defense of radical en- 
vironmentalism, challenging 
the ethics of modem industrial 
society and asserting the right 
of the natural world to blos- 
som, evolve and exist for its 
own sake. Non-fiction, 291 
pages. $13 

A Sand County 
Almanac (with 
Essays on Conser- 
vation from Round 
River) 

by Aldo Leopold. Special edition. 
A classic, romantic must read for 
anyone looking to defend Mama 
Earth. Written in 1945, Leopold 
was way ahead of his time. Non- 
fiction, 295 pages. $10 

T hi nk Like a Moun- 
tain: Toward a Coun- 
cil of All Beings 


by John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne Naess. Illus- 
trated by Dailan Pugh. Probes into how we're all really animals 
at heart. 128 pages, $10 

Waste of the West: Public Lands Ranching 

by Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of grazing. Con- 
tains contact list, graphics, charts and maps. Non-fiction, 602 
pages. $28 

Concrete 

by Paul Chadwick. A full-color illustrated comic novel about 
a group of EFIers who contact Concrete (a mountaineer/writer 
trapped in a concrete body) to help with an old-growth forest 
campaign. Full of EF! history and philosophy. Fiction, 160 
pages. $17.95 

Ecological Resistance Movements: The 
Global Emergence of Radical and 
Popular Environmentalism 

edited by Bron Taylor. A global look of case studies on the 
driving forces behind defending the Earth. Non-fiction, 422 
pages. $20 

Refuge 

by Terry Tempest Williams. An unnatural story of life in 
the radioactive American West. Tempest Williams has cre- 
ated a masterpiece interweaving her mother’s breast can- 
cer and shorebirds threatened by the rise of the Great Salt 
Lake. Non-fiction, 304 pages. $12 

Earth First! Campfire Poems 

edited by Dennis Fritzinger, Karen Coulter and Dwight Metzger. 
A cruise through EF! history, this compilation will surely move 
you. Some poets included are Rod Coronado, Karen Coulter, 
Darryl Echt, Dennis Fritzinger, Peter Galvin, Mathew Haun, 
Lone Wolf Circles, Asante Riverwind, Snaggletooth, Faith 
Walker and Phillip Wright. 237 pages. $10 

Do Or Die: Voices from Earth First! 

edited by Do or Die editorial collective. These pages are filled 
to the brim with direct action, resistance, theory, critique, sabo- 
tage and subversion. Bogsnorkling in the political swamp since 
1992, these British EFIers have put together a must have for 
revolutionary ecologists, 150-plus pages, printed once a year 
if lucky. $10 


Earth^pFirst! 

Direct Action 
Manual 



Second Edition 

Uncompromising Nonviolent Resistance 
in Defense of Mother Earth! 


New: second edition 


Earth First! Political Prisoner Directory 


Earth/Animal Liberation 
Brian Ozzie Knecht, #7137910, NFCF / A-N- 
167, 1605 East Main, Sayre, OK 73662, USA 
Adam Troy Peace, Salt Lake County Jail, 450 
South State St, Salt Lake City, UT 84111- 
1860, USA 

Jacob Kennison, 3148 S 1100 W., Salt Lake 
City, UT 84119, USA 

Gamal Eboe, #DD6568, HMP Blakenhurst, 
Hewell Lane, Redditch, Worcester, B97 6QS, 
England 

Pat Dodson, Vanier Center for Women, POB 
1150, Brampton, Ont. L6V 2MS, Canada 
Hilma Ruby, Vanier Center for Women, POB 
1150, Brampton, Ont. L6V 2M5, Canada 
Barry Horne, #VC2141, HMP Full Sutton, 
Moor Lane, York Y04 IPS 
Frank Allen, #1809138, 550 N. Flower, Santa 
Anna, CA 92703, USA (C20-14) 

Darren Cole #CX4137, HMP Elmley, Church 
Rd, East Church, Sheerness, Kent, ME12 4AY, 
England 

Geoff Sheppard, #MD1630, HMP Parkhurst, 
Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 5NX, England 
Dr. Theodore Kaczynski, #04475-046, Ad- 
ministration Maximum Facility, POB 8500, 
Florence, CO 81226-8500 
Gillian Peachey, #RL3415, HMP Winchester, 
Women's Annex, Romsey Rd; Winchester, 
S022 SAY, England 

Fran Thompson, #93341, Nebraska Center for 
Women, Route 1, Box 33, York, Nebraska, 6847, USA 
Helen Woodson, POB 7006, Shawnee 
Marianna, FL 32447-7006, USA. 

MOVE 9 

Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, SCI 
Graterford, POB 244, Graterford, PA 19426- 
0244, USA 

Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4984, SCI 
Camp Hill, PA 17001-0200, USA 
Janet Holloway Africa, #006308, SCI Cam- 
bridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Avenue, Cam- 
bridge Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, 
Dallas, PA 18612, USA 

Janine Phillips Africa, #006309, SCI Cam- 
bridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Avenue, Cam- 
bridge Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA 


William Phillips Africa, #AM4984, SCI Dal- 
las, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Graterford, POB 244, Graterford, PA 19426-0244 
Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, SCI Cam- 
bridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Avenue, Cam- 
bridge Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA 
Merle Austin Africa (RIP) 

Black Liberation 
Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI Greene, 
1040 East Roy Furman Highway, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370-8090, USA 

Russel Maroon Shoats,#AF3855, SCI Greene, 
1040 E. Roy Furman Highway, Waynesburg 
PA 15370-8090, USA 

Sekou Odinga, 05228-054, Box 1000, Marion 
IL 62959, USA 

Sundiata Acoli (CSquire), #397944)66, POB 3000, 
White Deer, PA 17887, USP Allenwood, USA 
Ojore Nuru Lutalo, #59860, CN-861, Tren- 
ton, NJ 08625, USA 

Albert Washington, #77A1528, CCF Main, 
POB 2001, Dannemora, NY 12929-2001 
Anthony Jalil Bottom, #77A4283, POB 338, 
Napanoch, NY 12458, USA 
Dr. Mutulu Shakur, #83205-012, POB PMB, 
D-Unit 105, Atlanta GA 30315, USA 
Herman Bell, #79C0262, POB 51, Comstock, 
NY 12821-0051, USA 

Marshall Eddie Conway, #116469, Box 534, 
Jessup, MD 20794, USA 
Hapif S. Bey (B. Gereau), #96544-131, POB 
8500 ADX, Florence, CO, USA 
Native Sovereignty 
Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 1000, 
Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA 
Standing Deer, #640289, Ellis Unit, TX 77343, USA 

Anti-Imperialist 

Ray Luc Levasseur, #10376-016, POB 8500 

ADX, Florence, CO 81226-8500, USA 

Richard Williams, #10377-016, 3901 Klien 

Blvd., Lompoc, CA 93436, USA 

Jaan Karl Laaman, #10372-016, POB 1000, 

Leavenworth, KS 66048 

Thomas Manning, #10373-016, POB 1000, 

Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA 

Sylvia Baraldini, #05125-054, FCI Danbury, 

Pembroke Station, Danbury, CT 06811, USA 


Linda Evans, #19973-054, Unit A, 5701 8th 
St, Camp Parks, Dublin, CA 94568, USA 
Marilyn Buck, 5701 8th St., Camp Parks, 
Dublin, CA 94568, USA 
Bill Dunne, #10916-086, POB 1000, Marion, 
IL 62959, USA 

Larry Giddings, #10917-086, POB 1000, 
Lewisburg, PA 17837, USA 
David Gilbert, #83A6158, POB 51, Comstock, 
NY, 12821-0051, USA 

Yu Kikumura, #09008-050, POB 8500 ADX, 
Florence, CO 81226-8500, USA 
Puerto Rican Independentistas 
AlejandrinaTorres, #92154-024, FCI Danbury, 
Pembroke Station, Danbury, CT 06811, USA 
Alicia Rodriguez, #88972-024, Unit B, 5701 
8th St., Camp Parks, Dublin, CA 94568, USA 
Carmen Valentin, #88974-024, Unit A 5701 
8th St., Camp Parks, Dublin, CA USA 
Dylcia Pagan, #88971-024, Unit A, 5701 8th 
St, Camp Parks, Dublin, CA 88971-024, USA 
Elizam Escobar, #88969-025, Box 1500, FCI 
El Reno-Unitl, El Reno, OK 73036, USA 
Oscar Lopez Rivera, #87651-025, Box 33, 
Terre Haute, IN 47808, USA 
Adolfo Matos, #88968-024, 3901 Klien Blvd., 
Lompoc, CA 93436, USA 
Ricardo Jimenez, #88967-024 A-2, Box 33; 
Terre Haute, IN 47808, USA 
Edwin Cortes, #92153-024, POB 1000, FCI El 
Reno-Unit 1, El Reno, OK 73036, USA 
Alberto Rodriguez, #921500-024, POB 26035, 
Beaumont, TX 77720, USA 



Our full prisoners' directory is on the web 
page at www.enviroweb.org/ef/support. For 
more information, contact: 

Direct Action Defense Fund, POB 57357 
Tucson, AZ 85732-7357 (520) 795-5171 
National Activist Network, POB 19515, 
Sacramento, CA 95819 (916) 452-7197 
North American ALF Support Group, Box 
69597, 5845 Yonge. St, Willowdale, Ont M2M 
4K3, Canada 

Earth Liberation Prisoners Zine: 
www.geocities.com/RainForest/Jungle/1664 
Anarchist Black Cross: burn.ucsd.edu/-abcd 


EARTH FIRST! PROJECTS AND CAMPAIGNS 

Cold Mountain, Northeast Forest Practices Campaign 

Cold Rivers Video Project *’ 0h 4101 - Portsmouth, NH 03802 

POB 7941. Missoula, MT 59807 noreastah@acadia.net 

. 406) 728-0867; cmcr@Hvildtockies.org Sea Defense Alliance 

www-wildrockies.org/cmcr POB 400, Williams, OR 97544 

Direct Action Fund sedna@cdsnet.net 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 Warrior Poets Society 7 ~ 

(925) 376-7329; fax 631-7958 Box 361 ' r ' A 947 

End C 



Extraction bird 
EF!!, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
l&Jea rthfirst@lgc.org 
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The Molotov 
Cocktail 

1. Fill bottle just over half full with 
flammable liquid (gas/petrol, kerosene) 

2. Add thickening agent (crushed 
styrofoam, palm oil, dish soap, etc.) 
until bottle is two-thirds full 

3. Plug bottle with fuel soaked rag 

4. The air in the top third of bottle causes 
explosion on impact 

5. Light and throw! 

6. For further instructions see new CD! 






A. Soundtrack for 
Post World Insurrection 


New musical and propaganda release from Post World Industries! 
Available thru EF! Journal at activist prices! 

And at record stores everywhere! 


. .77. 




T Bkeshocb 




MfoTUDUiT MOVEMENT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ISAUVE AND 
$! SrfjfoC IS A STUDENT-RUN, STUDENT “LED NATIONAL NETWORK OF 
SSIVE ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS DEDICATED TO UPROOTING 
WRONMENJ^l INJUSTICES THROUGH ACTION AND EDUCATION. 

* JO ' ' JC 

CoSTACr TH£ 5SAC 
JiAflOKAL CFFrCC PCR 
MORE IXPORMATIONt 
Wm//V»f«.SEAC.ORfil 

2T5-222-*W 
2I5-222-2SS6 (fax) 

SEAC®SEAC ORO 
PO Box 3ROS 

Philad&phia PA 


sruoeNr Amo tcuth 
ACTIVISTS WITH ARTICLES, 
ACTION ALERTS REOICNAL 
UFPATES CONTACTS 
CALENDARS OF EVENTS 
AND NOREl 



Join the Primate Freedom Tour 
June 1 -September 4 


The 1999 Primate Freedom Tour is a caravan that will 

TRAVEL ACROSS THE US TO END THE USE OF NON-HUMAN PRIMATES IN 
BIOMEDICAL AND SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTATION. STOPPING AT THE 
SEVEN REGIONAL PRIMATE RESEARCH CENTERS ALONG WITH AT LEAST 
1 7 OTHER PRIMATE FACILITIES, THE TOUR CONSISTS OF EDUCATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES INCLUDING TEACH-INS, VIGILS, PROTESTS, AND MUCH 
more. The goal of the Tour is to create a national dialogue 

ON THE USE OF PRIMATES IN EXPERIMENTATION AND TO PLACE AN 
IMMENSE AMOUNT OF PRESSURE ON THE RESEARCH INDUSTRY TO 
COMPLETELY HALT PRIMATE EXPERIMENTATION. 

Catch the bus and join us in the most important step 

EVER IN THE HISTORY OF THE MOVEMENT AGAINST ANIMAL 
RESEARCH IN THE US! 


For more information contact the Coalition to End Primate Experimentation 
at POB 34293, Washington, DC 20043; Call Toll Free: 888-391-8948; 
CEPEmailCo yahoo.com; yvww.envtroweb.org/ci-pe. 


NO COMPROMISE! 

The Militant, Direct Action Magazine of 
Grassroots Animal Liberationists & Their Supporters 


Every issue is jam packed with ALF action updates, interviews with activists, 
useful how-to information, commentary, news and reports from grassroots groups 
around the world. No Compromise is written by activists for activists. 




■ Checks should be made payable to Animal 
j Rights America and sent to: 

- No Compromise 

I PO Box 5236, Old Bridge, NJ 08857 

* [ ] $15 Subscription [ ] $20 Outside US 
I [ ] $10 Low income [ ] $ Donation* 


No Compromise is published quarterly. | 

Back issues are $2 each. | Address — — 

Phone: 1-800-604-5427 | Qty . State Zip 

E-mail: NoCompGwaste.org I ‘Animal Rights America is a federaAy recognized 501lcX3) 
WWW.n 0 c 0 mpr 0 mls 0 .org I tax exempt otyanization - al donations are My fax daductibh. 


f rurn Your Phone Into An 

EarthPhone! 

You make the call: Do you want your telephone bill supporting obnoxious 
corporate ad campaigns, or Earth First! journal? 

With our Affinity Long Distance service, every time you mike a long dis- 
tance call 5% of your charges go to Earth First! Journal. 

We offer you a choice of rate plans: 15</minute all the time; 10* off-peak/25* 
peak (Mon.-Fri, 7-7); or 10* all the time (10c plan has 55 monthly fee if usage fa bdow 
530). Also, low rates for in-state calls and business phones: calling cards; etc. 

More information: Steve Freedkin, 510-644-2778, Steve@InternetAddress.com, 
or on the Web at: http^/home^printmail.com/-sfreedkiityfrinity.htinl 


■■■HI ! 




How ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 


clip and send to: 

Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

O $500 Lifetime Subscription 

C3 $25 Regular Rate CD $35 Surface Mail, 

O $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Air Mail, Car 

CD $35 Anonymous Envelope (1st class) CD $45 Air Mail, Inter 

illllSk O $ DONATION O $45 Corporate o 


Subscriber Name 


Address 


State 


CD $35 Surface Mail, International (US$) 
o $35 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
CD $45 Air Mail, International (US$, no foreign checks) 
CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

Credit Card Orders 

Visa/MC (circle one) 

Card # 

Exp. date (month/year) 

Zip Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

Soren Wuerth 

c/o Alaska Action Center 

POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523 

(907) 566-2468; fishtree@alaska.net 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, A Z 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

tucsonef@juno.com 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 
Luna Media-Julia Butterfly 
POB 1256, Eureka, CA 95502 
(707) 839-8974; www.lunatree.org 
lunanews@humboldtl .com 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney, POB 34 
Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
Sonoma County EFl/Biotech Last! 
POB 3321, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
(707) 523-4196 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St., Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
(530) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
F.R.E.A.K. of Nature EF! 

POB 8493, Green Valley Lake; CA 92341-8493 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

(510) 848-8724 

Bay Area Activist Hotlines 

(510)594-4000 x222; (415)332-5800 x324 

Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Santa Barbara EF1 
POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
www.sbnatural.com/ef 
Sacramento EF! 

POB 376, Carmichael, 95609 CA 

Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-SS92 

Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 

(909) 422-1637; www.sagecouncil.com 

Tribes EF! c/o DR Chance 

POB 10487, San Bemadino, CA 92423 

DRChance3@aol.com 

Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 
(760) 740-1174; sdef@envirolink.org 
COLORAD O 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
wilderness_defense@email.com 
www.geocities.com/rainforest/1443 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF1 
POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
afi@amigo.net 

FLORID A 
Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 34622 
(813) 538-9050 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 
Miami EF! 

EarthFirstMiami@hotmail.com 
www.geodties.com/RainForest/Andes/7 667 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 

Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 

Athens, GA 30602 

Katuah Foothills EF1 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 

IDAHO 


Northern Rockies Preservation Project 

POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 

nrpp@lesbois.com 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 

POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 

(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 

cove@moscow.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! 

c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 

friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 351-0312; sprklblu@sui.edu 
Coles County EF! 
c/o Jeffery Halla 

451 Taylor Hall, 2121 4th Street 
Charleston, IL 61920-4064 

INDIANA 

Indiana Forest Alliance 

POB 1074, Bloomington, IN 47402 

(812) 332-4878 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, LA 52244 

KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(800) 821-5073 #556-8233 (pager) 
LOUISIANA 
Louisiana EF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Heather La Capria 

135 Eutaw St #3, East Boston, MA 02128 
(617) 569-3969 
Boston EF! 

POB 398060, Cambridge, MA 02139 
(617)806-7547 

bostonearthfirst@hotmail.com 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough Street, Apt.31, Boston 

MA 02215; (617) 859-8155; 

jpchance@usa.net 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 

(616) 383-9317 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
MINNESOTA 

North American ALF Press Office 
POB 103, Osseo, MN 55369 
(612) 601-0978; naalfpo@waste.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387; bigwoodsef@hotmaiLcom 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 

wdumess@aol.com 

www.geocities.com/RainForest/7094 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux-Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 

NEW JERSE Y 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 


(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

(505) 588-8128 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 988-8128 

NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4225; fax 925-8715 
wetlandsecodept@looksmart.com 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 
119.78; (516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

Off Campus College. Office 
SUNY Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 
(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 
Project Harmony 

216 West 122nd Street, NY NY 10027 
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 
More Gardens! Coalition 
50 Avenue B, NY NY 10009 
moregardens3@hotmall.com 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Kattiah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631 
POB 608, Athens GA 30601 
Katuah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 
(910) 973-7032; stemoody@wilkes.net 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St., Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305; swef@efn.org 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene; OR 9744Q; (541) 684-8997 
mickey@efn.org; www.ecoecho.org 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 

(503) 771-1112 x7875 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 

POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 

(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 

P ENN S YLVANIA 

Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

842 Library Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 764-5779; adp@envirolink.org 

TENNESSEE 

Kattiah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939;johnjgb@mindspring.com 
Upper TN/Lebanon EF! 

1902 Westgate Dr. 

Springfield, TN 37172 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St., Austin, TX 78722; 

(512) 478-7666; entropy@eden.com 

South Texas Contact 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christ!, TX 78418 

(512) 937-6019 

East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Lusus Naturaes Environmental 
Collective 

1421 Longhorn, Houston, TX 77080 
lususnaturae71@hotmail.com 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 


POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 
Save the Corporations 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

EF! Collective @VCU 

Student Activities Center, Box 93 

POB 842035, Richmond, VA 23284 

52mjredm@atlas.edu 

(804) 353-5055 

Steven Smith 

5435 Argali Crescent, Norfolk VA 23508 

haver@worldnet.att.net 

Earth First! Collective 

Student Activities Center, VCU #93 

POB84203S, 907 Floyd Ave. 

Richmond VA 23284 
s2mjredm@atlas.edu 
(804) 353-5055 
WASHINGTON 
Seattle EF! 


POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-1656; Sea-ef@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

(360) 867-9054; 

olyearthfirst@hotmail.com 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765; 

www.geocities. com/rainforest/41 0 1 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(920) 424-0265 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

POB 2761, LaCrosse, WI 54602-2761 

(608) 782-6997 

Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 143, Menomonie, WI 54751-0790 
Sand County EF! 

308 Nelson Hall, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
dchurl99@uwsp.edu 


International EF! Directory 


Check out the international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 

ef_au@hotmail.com 

www.green.net.au/ozef_update/ 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halli f o.ri Rd Via Dalby, Qld 4405 

ph/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 

admin@ea. r ihfirst.org.au 

CANADA 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 15-222 Osborne St. 
South, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 
(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto POB 195 Stn. B, 119 

Spadina Ave., Toronto, ON M5T 

2W1; earthfirst.toronto@tao.ca 

EF! Ottawa Box 4612, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

Autonomous Green Action 

POB 4721, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 

di695@freenet.carleton.ca 

EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@czn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 

Limerick Talamh Glas 

41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 

ENGLAND 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action Update/Comerstone 
Resource Centre 
16 Sholebroke Ave., Chapeltown 
Leeds, LS7 3HB; 0113 262 9365 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef/earthfirst.html 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, 0X4 IRQ (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die 

POB 2971, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 

FRA N CE 

Carbusters /Resource Ctr 

44 rue Burdeau, 69001 Lyon; (33) 4 

72 00 23 57 carbusters@wanadoo.fr 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 


(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 

Bihar, Post Box 229 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

10F, Garden Tower Bldg., 98-78 

Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu 

Seoul 110-350; environ@chollian.net 

THE NETHERLANDS 

Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 

http://groenfr.huizen.dds.nl 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

189 San Antonio Ext SFDM 

1105 Quezon City 

POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

POB 40, 43-300 Bielsko, Biala 4; ph/ 

fax 048-33-183153; 

wapienica@pnrwi.most.org.pl 

In Defense of the Earth 

Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 

“W OBRONIEZIEMI" Domonika Baryla 

ul. Limanowskiego 138/42, 91-038, 

Lodz, Poland, (+48 42) 653-38-16 

goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 

Kallningrad/Koenigsburg 

ph/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 

ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB; 44 (0)41 
636 1924/339 8009; fax 44 (0)41 424 
3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 
SL OVAKIA 
Slobodnfi alternativa 
StarornestskS 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes, Taller de E. A. 
A. CURUXA,J. B., XelmirerJ, Campus 
Universitario, 1570 S Santiago 
(81) 584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 VSnersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 
Box 34089, 100 26 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195; sea@motkraft.net 
www.motkraft.net/sea/ 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
Nadia Shevchenko, POB 322, Kiev 252187 
+7 38 (044) 2657628; fax 38 (044) 
550-6068; rk@cci.glasnet.ru 


Donate to the Earth First! Journal 

The EF! Journal relies on your donations to continue its existence. For the last 19 
years, we have been able to publish issue after issue with your help. 
Tax-deductable donations can be sent to the Forever Wild Fund c/o 

EFIJ, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 344-8004 
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Confrontation in Colorado 


* 



Hard-core road blockade to prevent Vail Assosiate's ski area expansion and the logging of lynx habitat 


by Emily Wolf and 
Stephanie Tidwell 

A coalition of forest defenders con- 
verged on Vail to stymie Vail 
Associate's (VA) greed-motivated plans 
of wanton devastation in pursuit of 
the almighty dollar. After the EF! 
Round River Rendezvous in Colorado, 
about 40 Earth Firstlers from around 
the country joined members of An- 
cient Forest Rescue (AFR) and the Coa- 
lition to Stop Vail Expansion at the 
"Anti-Vail Resorts" basecamp. July 1 
was scheduled to be the first day of 
cutting, and activists prepared to de- 
fend this critical biological corridor. 

Moments before the sun peered over 
the Gore Range of the Continental Di- 
vide, several stealthy activists eluded 
intense security and raised a majestic 
30-foot tripod in a strategically located 
bottleneck on the front side of Vail 
Mountain. AFR activist Bobcat swung 


precariously from the apex, cheerfully 
determined to stop VA in its tracks. 

Immediately, the US Forest Service 
and VA conspired to call in a "cherry 
picker" to bring Bobcat down. How- 
ever, the activists had far different 
plans for the picker; as it rounded the 
final switch back approaching the tri- 
pod, San Diego EFIer Mookie locked 
himself onto the axle with a handy U- 
lock. As Mookie was cut loose from the 
axle with blow torches, he bravely 
sang renditions of "We Shall Not Be 
Moved" in both English and Spanish. 
When the picker reached the tripod, 
Emily Wolf locked herself to the bas- 
ket with a "black bear" lockbox — a 
miraculous move considering all the 
law enforcement officers present. 

The Cat III Free State was solidified! 
For five awe-inspiring days the Free 
State held its ground, as several folks 
relieved the lockdown and tripod du- 


ties. Nicole Rosmarino from Rocky 
Mountain Animal Defense became 
well acquainted with the intimate parts 
of the cherry picker, while EF!er As- 
paragus held down the fort from 25 
feet above ground. 


In the wee morning hours of July 6, 
a "batmobile" was erected on the back 
access to Cat III, effectively blocking 
all access to the Two Elk roadless area. 

continued on page 16 


Savages Strike a Blow Against 




Riot on, dudes!" 


by Mark Lynas 

The Group of Eight (G8) Summit, which took place on June 18-20 in 
Cologne, Germany, is an annual meeting of the world's leading 
industrial nations: Canada, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, 
Japan, Russia and the United States. The leaders of the eight countries 
come together to coordinate their political and economic policies in order 
to help grease the gears of globalization. The Summit's neocolonial 
agenda includes expanding free trade, developing strategies for fighting 
"terrorism, " and the Third World debt crisis. The actions that occurred 
worldwide on June 1 8 were a protest against the globalization of capital. 

When Mexico's Zapatista rebels surged out of the mountains 
and jungles of Chiapas to occupy San Cristobal de las Casas, they 
probably had little idea that their revolt would eventually trans- 
form itself into the beginnings of a global revolution. 

On January 1, 1994, the ideas were formed which, five years 
later, would help galvanize an unprecedented coalition of envi- 
ronmentalists, anarchists and reformists to hold a global day of 
protest on June 18. No one, not even Reclaim the Streets, one of 
the principal organizing forces behind the United Kingdom's 
actions, expected the day to end with the financial heart of 
London looking like a battle zone. As dramatic as that scene was, 
that's not all that happened that day. 

In Nigeria, 10,000 people braved military repression in Port 
Harcourt to march to the gates of Shell Oil and hear a speech by 
Owens Wiwa, brother of the executed Ogoni leader Ken Saro-Wiwa. 
Half a world away in Tel Aviv, hundreds held a peaceful street 
carnival where torches were lit for the victims of corporate rule. 

In Gujarat, Pakistan, union leaders in disguise evaded police 
cordons to speak at a rally demanding "bread not nuclear bombs." 
In Minsk, Belarus, McDonald's was picketed by leafletters. In 
Montevideo, Uruguay, the main square of the town's financial 
centre was converted into a trade fair covering issues as diverse as 
education, child labor, consumerism and community radio. 

There were street parties all over the world in towns as 
diverse as Toronto, Los Angeles, Madrid, Prague, Zurich, 
Amsterdam, San Francisco, New York, Austin (Texas) and 
Barcelona. In almost all cases, the targets were centers of 
financial capital. In Geneva 50 protesters washed a few banks 
with brushes and soap(?), and in Madrid and Vancouver the 
stock exchanges were blockaded by hundreds of people, 
including a group of dead wombats in Melbourne. 

continued on page 7 


The Almighty 
Salmon 

by Amber Gayle 

Even an impressive four-foot-long 
Chinook salmon would look small 
next to a hydroelectric dam, but in 
reality salmon are much bigger than 
the industrial culture that is spread- 
ing like a fungus through the val- 
leys of the Pacific Northwest. 

Pacific salmon have existed for 10 
to 1 2 million years and have been a 
prominent feature for perhaps 5,000 
in Cascadia's waterways. Their range 
extends from Korea to the Bering 
Sea on the west side, and Alaska to 
Northern California on the east side 
(though steelhead range as far south 
as Baja California). 

Pacific salmon significantly con- 
tribute to the botanical and edible 
wealth of their bioregion, bringing 
ocean minerals and food thousands 
of miles inland to Northwest for- 
ests. Salmon made life so abundant 
for native people that agriculture 
was unnecessary. Native American 
author Vine Deloria wrote that the 
tribes of the North west were so well 
off that trading events focused on 
regional specialties and unique 
preparations of salmon, rather than 
life's necessities. Indigenous people 
were aware of their good fortune 
from the generous Salmon Nation; 
they honored the yearly salmon 
runs with celebrations, rituals and 
prayer, and passed down ecological 
knowledge in stories that commu- 
nicated how to properly treat 
salmon and other wild beings. 

continued on page 14 
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EARTH FIRST! 

NO COMPROMISE IN DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH 

POB 1415 • EUGENE, OREGON 97440 • (541) 344-8004 


In Search Of Common Sense 


"Dink, dink, dink..." 

That's the sound of a fruitless endeavor. More spe- 
cifically, it's the sound of a sledgehammer striking a 
nuclear warhead in order to display symbolic disap- 
proval of the military-industrial complex. We feel it's 
also the way Earth First! sounds to the majority of 
working and poor people in this country. 

The radical rhetoric that seems to be the flavor of the 
/ month for the Earth First! movement is like trying to bake 
bread before the grains have even been planted. What's 
needed, if there is truly going to be more resistance to 
globalization, is a grassroots, broad-based, mass movement 
that will pose a realistic alternative to capitalism and 
industrialism. Of course, some people that we 
have spoken to about this have expressed doubts 
and cynicism, claiming that "the earth" doesn't 
have time to wait while we grind away at 
outreach and community organizing. We 
think otherwise. In fact, we don't think we 
have a choice. 

The majority of Earth First! debates in the past 
have centered on side issues such as violence/non- 
violence and whether or not we should be misan- 
thropic or anthropocentric or whatever. The move- 
ment is doing itself a great disservice by retreading these 
debates while the vast majority of people in this country 
probably couldn't care less about these ideological trivialities. 
It is even more ironic that in the middle of these asinine debates 
our language is peppered with talk of "revolution" — as if any 
of us have any idea what that really means. 

If we are going to talk about "revolution, " then we should 
take a quick look at history. It is the predominantly white, 
middle class counterculture of the 1960's (i.e., the hippies, 
yippies, deadheads) that gave life to environmental move- 
ments such as Earth First!. A lot of the 60's style countercul- 
ture still lingers around in Earth First! today, such as hippies, 
drop-out culture, questionable hygenic habits, rampant 
drug use, polygamy and an emphasis on earth-based or 
culturally appropriated spirituality. 

However, if this movement is to grow, we also have to 
acknowledge and learn from the struggles of the working 
class and communities of color that also took place during 
this time period. It is these struggles that have been over- 
looked not only by mainstream society, but by many 
segments of the enviro-activist community as well. 



Many of the groups that grew out of the civil rights 
movement, such as the Black Panthers, the Young Lords, the 
League of Revolutionary Black Workers, the Brown Berets 
and white working class radicals, were truly grounded in the 
day-to-day needs of their communities. They organized and 
carried out legal and illegal activities not based on rhetoric 
of direct action, violence or sabotage in an abstract, theoreti- 
cal context, but fot the good of the community. Direct 
action, sabotage and violence happened, but were not as 
vital as the free breakfast programs, literacy programs, union 
organizing, tenant organizing and other forms of outreach 
and mutual aid that built a movement. 

This logically leads into a discussion on 
race, considering how Earth First! finds its 
roots more in the predominantly white coun- 
terculture than in the grassroots movements of 
poor and working class people (when we say 
race, we mean it as a social construct; it is 
something that society has created, has no 
biological or physiological basis and has been 
used to divide people for the benefit of a few). By 
acting on these sorts of issues, the Earth First! 
movement can only grow stronger. Earth First! can't 
build a broad-based ecological resistance movement 
with just white people; "environmentalism" has to be 
put in its social context, where issues of race, class and 
community are always present. 

This broader perspective can help us see that despite all 
of the work it has done, in no way has Earth First! been 
in any environmental vanguard position. The environ- 
mental justice movement, i.e., the people of color and 
working class environmental movements, has made broad 
strides in terms of protecting their livelihoods, their 
communities and, of course, natural ecosystems. Earth 
First! 's greatest potential lies in the coalition building 
efforts with folks like these in communities across the 
country. It's about time Earth First! joined with many of 
these folks in recognizing the deep relationships be- 
tween humans and the "environment." 

The key to the movement's survival is not making Earth 
First! 's ideas relevant to the rest of the world, but making the 
rest of the world relevant to Earth First! 

— Tim and Errol 

Feel free to contact the authors and the Common Sense 
Ecology Collective at offeditor@hotmail.com. 




auna CaGafa 

© 

Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 1 
mysterious art. 

Wombat castles are visible even from space. Wombats 
are marsupials, mammals that broke off from the eutherian 
(what most folks consider "normal" mammal) lineage over 
a million years ago. The southern hairy-nosed wombat 
( Lasiorhinus latifrons), a 40-60 pound fossorial inhabitant 
of arid southern Australia, dwells in interconnected bur- 
row systems called warrens. Yet, strangely, the noc- 
turnal creatures — who look like a cross 
between a hamster, a javalina and a 
walrus — spatially and temporally avoid 
each other above, and by all indica- 
tions, below ground. It isn't known 
which ecological factors encourage 
group living. In fact, not much is 
known about this species, except that 
because individuals have a metabolic rate 
that is 64 percent of that expected for a 
marsupial and 42 percent of that expected 
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by Faith Walker 

for a eutherian of similar size, they are technically half dead. 
And that in the Pleistocene their ancestors were the size of 
Volkswagen buses. And that a mother's pouch opens from 
the back, so to free her arms for childcare she forms a tripod 
with her head and hindlimbs. 

The spoil mounds of burrows can be enormous, as 
though bomb-generated. This is one reason that south- 
ern hairy-nosed wombats are persecuted. Also, they dig 
and gnaw through anything in their path: fences, under- 
ground cables, cemeteries. Ranchers see them as giant 
prairie dogs, and Australian aborigines put them on the 
barbie. Although this species is in much better shape 
than its close relative, the northern hairy-nosed wombat 
( Lasiorhinus krefftii), of which only 80 individuals re- 
main, its habitat has been severely fragmented by agri- 
culture. There are now but five populations. With some 
luck, and the tenacity they are famous for, the handiwork 
of these desert marvels will be visible from 
space long after satellites are defunct. 
The author is currently in the Australian 
bush studying the elusive southern hairy- 
nosed wombat, and is thereby battling 
the eutherian bias that swamps our 
perception of mammals. She will soon 
publish "Wombats in the Dust," a 
sequel to "Wombats Bat Last." 
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A BaoAdeR Look At BioTEchsoloqy 


by dJenni McGowan 

Recently, I attended a conference on genetic engi- 
neering and the tactics that grassroots anti-genetix 
activists can implement to halt this technology. As 
the emphasis shifted from formal presentations to 
tactics and strategy, I became increasingly dismayed 
at the reformist agenda being presented. If we are 
serious about exposing gerietic engineering to the 
public and stopping its uses, a holistic approach 
must be taken. i. 

Increasingly, I have seen activists focus on an- 
thropocentric agendas such as food safety, the 
organics industry and seeds. These issues, although 
important, are ignoring the effects that biotech- 
nology is having on the Earth. Genetic engineer- 
ing represents a serious threat to biodiversity on 
this planet. In the last month, evidence has 
been released that Bt corn (a Novartis 
product) is fatal to insects in the lepi- 
dopteran family (those that grow from 
larvae to butterfly). Bio-invasion, the 
intentional release of non-native spe- 
cies, is already the second leading cause 
of species extinction. Releasing the 
number of transgenic organisms that we are 
right now is having a deleterious effect on the 
planet's biodiversity. 

The implications of "Terminator" technology, 
known by Monsanto as the "Control of Plant Gene 
Expression," are tremendous. Terminator tech- 
nology is the ultimate in hybridization; each plant 
produces sterile seeds forcing farmers to purchase 
new Monsanto seeds each season. If Terminator 
rapeseed (canola) pollen cross-pollinates, there could 
be a massive die off of canola's six wild relatives. 

By focusing on human centered issues only, we 
are doing a great disservice to the animal/insect 
populations as well as the ecological stability of the 
world. Strategically, there has been entirely too 
much energy focused on requesting the federal 
government to identify genetically engineered (GE) 
food. If mandatory labeling of GE food was under- 
taken tomorrow, it would do little to stop the 
implementation of the biotech agenda. The "life- 
science" industry is more complicated than most 
people grasp. Multinationals like Novartis, 
Monsanto, DuPont and Avantis are involved in 
pharmaceuticals, food products, DNA collection, 
consumer "health" products and the genetic engi- 
neering of trees. To focus on labeling is short- 
sighted, reformist and will only strengthen our 
opposition. The government may eventually acqui- 
esce and label GE food, but the larger industry will 
not be touched. 


The focus on labeling represents a fundamentally 
classist bias. Labeling food would assist upper-class 
health food shoppers in buying non-genetically 
engineered food. Those that could not afford the 
high price of organic food would suffer as huge 
groceries stock "conventional" GE food. Recipients 
of government aid programs would also receive free 
genetically altered food. In opposing biotechnol- 
ogy we cannot compromise as soon as food is 
labeled and ignore the class implications. 

If we want to confront this industry, we need to do 
more than shoot for incremental reform. Reformist 
strategies are excruciatingly slow. The government 
has been a strong supporter of biotechnology for 15 
years. By the time any of these strategies pay off (if 
ever) we will be at the point at which all of our crops 

H THZfUS * 

pfcme/w 



may have been altered. By pursuing such limited 
goals we are pretending that biotechnology is a 
recent phenomena. Genetic engineering has its 
roots in industrial agriculture and the Green Revo- 
lution. To criticize GE without addressing the follies 
of industrial agriculture and its effect on the envi- 
ronment is perilous. 

Finally, as an anarchist, I have no desire to re- 
quest the government increase its regulatory power 
over industry. Letter-writing campaigns, petitions 
and attempts to increase regulations are reformist 
and present no challenge to the system that domi- 
nates our lives. What if instead of begging for 
crumbs we demanded an end to this system? What 
if everyday people were empowered and revolted 


against this form of food production? The answers 
to these questions can be gathered by analyzing 
the political situation surrounding GE in Europe. 
In England, Germany and other countries activ- 
ists, farmers, scientists and working-class people 
are pulling up crops, keeping GE organisms out of 
their country. 

As Earth Firstlers, we need to take a biocentric 
approach. There are numerous radical tactics that 
can be used to confront these companies head-on. 
We need large-scale actions that break through the 
media blackout and sway public opinion. The up- 
rooting of GE crops is imperative. 

We need to learn from British activists who 
engage in both large scale daytime crop destruc- 
tion and night-time actions. There is more than 
enough room in the movement for all of 
these strategies. We can blockade seed 
boats, squat crops and take over corpo- 
rate offices. The heads of biotechnol- 
ogy companies have it too easy. While 
they watch the situation in Europe 
(which is a huge headache to them), 
they sit back in America comfort- 
able with the fact that there is 
not a militant, radical, anti- 
genetix movement here. 

We should prove them 
wrong and start getting a little 
rowdy. Pies have already flown 
in the US as seven people connected 
with GE (including two CEO's) have 
received their just deserts. Let's get cre- 
ative and more confrontational. Many of 
us in the "PC and Nonviolence as Lifestyle" work- 
shop at this year's rendezvous expressed the feel- 
ing that Earth First! has lost its "in your face" 
confrontational (and humorous) side. Here's a 
perfect time to regain that lost vigor. We have an 
industry worth hundreds of billions of dollars 
that is rapidly trying to patent all life and 
commodify organisms and the natural world. 
They are in every city in this country in some 
way or another. State universities receive huge 
grants from Monsanto, Dow and Novartis and 
graciously do their dirty work. GE Crops are in 
almost every part of this country; just look for 
the names of the companies near any patch of 
farm land. There is no shortage of opportunity; 
just a shortage of action. 

dJenni McGowan and the GenetiX Snowball USA 
campaign can be reached at gsnowball@angelpre.^m. 
They are currently working on a zine entitled kHo'w to 
find Genetically-Engineered Crops in your Npighbdr- 
hood," soon to be released. tVi) A / / 


Vear Shit fer Brains- 


Dear EF!, 

I'm responding to Ted 
Kaczynski's letter in the Beltane 
issue, where he mocks alliance 
building by saying, "Imagine how 
the war against Hitler would have 
turned out if Allied soldiers had 
been afraid of 'alienating the Na- 
zis.'" Sorry Ted, but once again, 
you got the question wrong. The 
true issue is — imagine whether 
Hitler would ever have come to 
power if the German socialists 
and communists in the 1920s 
had spent some time worrying 
about not alienating the middle 
class! The American middle class 
today knows damn well that 
something is deeply wrong in 
our country. Do we reach out to 
them, or do we wallow in ultra- 
radical self-righteousness and 
leave the field to the right wing? 

Protest work without aliance 
building is futile. The corpora- 
tions will outlast the radical fringe 
every time. As Ted K illustrates, 
the most that isolated radicals 


can do is maim a few flunkies 
while the true decision-makers re- 
main invisible and unharmed. It is 
only when radical protest tactics 
are linked to painstaking alliance 
building — the sort that has been 
done around the Headwaters/ 
Maxxam campaign — that we are 
going to change the entire system. 

— George Franklin 

Dear SFB, 

Rosa Parks' recent Congres- 
sional Medal of Honor shows just 
how far we Apaches still have to 
go to reach equality in the US. 

Recently, an astronomer 
asked why the Apaches waited 
until 1989 to complain about 
the proposed University of Ari- 
zona telescope desecration on 
our sacred mountain, Dzil 
Nchaa Si An (Mount Graham). 
He argued we never complained 
when Whites were building 
things like a road, campgrounds 
and some summer cabins on 
the mountainsides from 1890 


to the 1960s. He might as well 
have asked Black people why 
they waited until 1955 to com- 
plain about riding in the back 
of the buses and getting re- 
fused at the lunch counters. 

The terrible laws under which 
our people were imprisoned for 
practicing their beliefs or holding 
ceremonies were not removed 
until 1934. Our Apache sunrise 
ceremonies were held in remote 
areas in the shadow of Mount 
Graham out of eyes of governmnet 
officials up until then. 

The cultural protection laws 
that would have protected our 
sacred mountain did not come 
to pass until the end of this 
century. Ironically, the Univer- 
sity of Arizona, in their million 
dollar telescope lobbying blitz, 
bought exemption from those 
laws when they sneaked a rider 
through in the final hours of 
the 1988 Congress. 

I guess we Apache will have 
to follow Mrs. Parks' honor- 


able example and sit-in some- 
where to save our mountain. 
We have waited too long for 
equality and respect for our tra- 
ditional religious beliefs. 

— Delores Jordan 
San Carlos Apache Reservation 

Dear Enviro-Activists: 

The next time the powers that 
be threaten to use pepper spray 
or ointment at a demonstra- 
tion, prepare in advance by 
applying "paralube" veterinary 
opthalmic ointment to your 
eyes before locking down. We 
use it to keep caustic dips and 
shampoos from harming our 
feline and K-9 friends' eyes. Ask 
a sypathetic vet for some. It's 
made by Pharmaderm, veteri- 
nary divison of Altana Inc., 
Melville , NY 11747. 

Keep up the good fight! 

— Chumba Jumbpo and the Furry 
Love Kitten Kats 

continued on page 24 
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BBB PIES BARRY CLAUSEN 


Earth First! Nemesis Sees Cream i y 


by Agent Apple ' 

Biotic Baking Brigade (BBB) operations are sometimes 
meticulously rehearsed actions involving extensive re- 
connaissance of the battleground, comprehensive dos- 
siers on the target and multiple combat scenarios. Other 
times actions are spur-of-the-moment, seat-of-the-pants 
affairs that are successful because of good fortune and 
the rigorous training through which we put our field 
agents. "Operation: Mid-Snitch," in which the BBB 
delivered hill facial treatment in the form of three 
pastry projectiles to Earth First! nemesis Barry Clausen, 
falls into the latter category. 

Barry Clausen, mover and shaker of the wise use 

movement, 
dedicates his 
life to spread- 
ing misinfor- 
m a t i o n 
about Earth 
First! His 
main moti- 
vation ap- 
pears to be, 
that, after 
1 creating an 
| atmosphere 
of fear about 
| eco-terror- 
f ism, he gets 
| large dona- 
tions from 
the wise use 

movement and profits from his security company that 
corporations hire to protect them. 

The would-be infiltrator appeared at the site of an 


anti-logging action that concluded the Earth First! 
Round River Rendezvous (RRR) in the San Juan moun- 
tains of Southern Colorado. Shortly before leaving for 
the RRR, I was contacted by the General Command of 
the BBB, Ecotopia Division, who received a request 
from the BBB, Culebra cadre for some heavy-duty 
patisseristas to provide security at the action. Agents 
Frosty and Apple-Mulberry had just finished a 
training course at our Secret Ovens Practice Range 
and Headquarters deep within the Head- 
waters forest. They eagerly accepted 
the task, left immediately for the Ren- 
dezvous, armed to the teeth with the 
finest pies our ovens could produce. 

Clausen, video camera in hand, was 
recognized while attempting to pry infor- 
mation from a young forest defender at 
the road blockade. Activists ridiculed him, 
which sent him scurrying to his car and 
back to the town of San Luis. As our brave 
brigadiers followed him at a discreet dis- 
tance, they concocted a creamy recipe for 
his just desserts. With little time for culi- 
nary perfection, and their luscious weap- 
ons left behind at base camp, three pies were quickly 
acquired at a local shop. 

As Clausen snitched away on a pay phone, the pie 
militants launched a delicious salvo of edible missiles: 
chocolate, banana-marshmallow and lemon cream... 
Triple Sploosh! "Mr. Clausen, that's assault!" rang out 
as the spy was pied. The comment refers to a fantastic 
Wall Street Journal article showing Clausen as the 
charlatan he is. The article also covers Clausen justify- 
ing his addition of pie-throwing to a file on eco- 
terrorist incidents by claiming that it's an assault. 

A grimacing Clausen frantically pursued the briga- 


diers to no avail. They left him a mess but made a clean 
getaway. He finally appealed to the local police, rant- 
ing and raving that "Earth First! got me! They hit me 
upside the head with a rock and broke my sunglasses! " 
However, the sight of cream dripping from all sides 
and his intact, cheesy "I'm undercover — don't fuck 
with me" shades didn't lend credibility to his case in 
the eyes of the sheriffs, who were plum tuckered-out 
from dealing with the biggest mass-trespass they had 
ever seen. A group of EFlers recog- 
nized him and proceeded to heckle 
and caj ole the pie-laden private dick 
until he was forced into a humiliat- 
ing retreat. Clausen was overhead, 
saying "The Earth First! bitches got 
me!" which, of course, fueled rau- 
■§. cous laughter from the assembled 
1 crowd. Our Man Barry hung up the 
f phone, toweled off and drove off 
I into the sunset in his gray Toyota 
| Camry California License # 4BAS 
| 180, to his "North American Re- 
3 search" office in California. 

Agent Frosty issued a crisp warn- 
ing to any agents of repression in our midst: "As long 
as spies lie, the pies will fly!" 

For more information on Clausen's nefarious 
career of misinformation, look in the March 2,1999 
Wall Street Journal "Clausen's 'Eco-Probes' Draw 
Suspicion Papers" 

An excellent analysis of the Wise Use move- 
ment can be found on the CLEAR website: http:/ 
/ewg.org/pub/home/cleir/clear.html 

"Operation: Mid-Snitch" is dedicated to Jottmalistas 
Errol and Theresa. Thanks for all the hard and brilliant 
work, mates. La lucha continua.... 



Clausen and friend 



SPLAT! 


A World Away-Ogeik Minority Worries die World Witt Forget Their night 


The Ogiek people have lived from time immemorial 
in the forests of the Mau Escarpment, Kenya. Tradi- 
tionally they are a hunter-gatherer people, especially 
famous as harvesters of honey, which they exchange 
with their neighbors. 

The Tinet Forest is part of the Ogeik people's 
territory. They occupied it until it was declared a 
government forest by the colonial government in 
1961. Since then they have litfed there as squatters 
subject to constant harassment. 

In 1 99 1 , the Kenyan government legally allocated 5 
acres of forest per family to over 5,000 members of the 
Ogiek community. Confident that their rights had 
been recognized at last, they began farming and 
constructing schools, while still using the forest and 
gathering honey. But powerful interests wish to ex- 


ploit the forest for commercially harvested timber. 

Faced with renewed harassment and threats of evic- 
tion, the Ogiek community went to court against the 
authorities. On May 13, the Nakuru District Commis- 
sioner tried to preempt the case by giving the Ogiek 
community 14 days notice to leave the forest, threat- 
ening to use force if they resisted. Ogiek community 
leaders met and vowed not to leave the Tinet Forest 
until the government allocated them land. They ob- 
tained an order of injunction from the Kenyan High 
Court to restrain the local government from evicting 
their people until the case was heard. 

Turmoil and political unrest compete for interna- 
tional attention, so now it is feared that the govern- 
ment of Kenya, international observers and the media 
might forget the struggles of the Ogiek. It is therefore 


even more important that the president of Kenya, 
Kenyan statesmen and the international community, 
show solidarity with the Ogiek's plight. 

"Land-grabbing, driving indigenous peoples from 
their ancestral domain, must stop now and forever in 
Kenya!," reads a sign on the way to the Tinet Forest. 
Your attention is urgently needed. Please write, His 
Excellency Daniel Arap Moi at the Office of the 
President, POB 30510, Nairobi, Kenya; fax +254-2- 
713979; and to Honorable Francis M. Nyenze, M.P., 
Minister for Environmental Conservation at Bruce 
House, POB 67839, Nairobi, Kenya; +254-2-243088; 
fax +245-2-248349; and to Honorable F.P.L. Lotodo, 
EGH, M.P., Minister for Natural Resources at Kencom 
House, POB 30126, Nairobi, Kenya; +254-2-229261; 
fax +254-2-240163. 


Wolves & Poodles 


A rabid poodle pierced by an arrow to the British Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration, for their gross misrepresentation of direct action against genetic 
engineering (GE) on the radio soap opera "The Archers." In an episode 
broadcast on May 13, a farmer's field containing a GE test site was targeted by 
activists. One of the stars of the show, David Archer, was assaulted by activists 
in masks when he discovered them destroying the crops. (In reality, over 50 
test sites have been decontaminated in the UK. Several of these have been 
interrupted by farmers, but there have been no violent incidents.) Write to the 
BBC at POB 2100, London W1A; feedback@bbc.co.uk. 

A pedophilic poodle to the Pennsylvania Bureau of Forestry for 
using taxpayer money to promote clearcutting in a children's book. 

The Bureau released a sinister book entitled, "Let's Talk About 
Clearcutting — A Forestry Book for Youth." The book 
closes: "So you see... when clearcutting is done in the 
right place, in the right way, and at the right time, it 
can be good for people, good for wildlife and good for 
the forest." The book can be viewed at 
www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/Clearcut/main.htm. 

A poodle to the Earth First! Journal's editorial collec- 
tive confirmation process. We'd be hard pressed to find 
any better way to alienate and humiliate a pair of hard- 
working, outspoken activists. 



A pack of wild young wolves learning to hunt to Mrs. Jackson's 100 
seventh graders at Brownell Academy in Gilroy, CA, who wrote in favor 
of protecting the forests near Fall Creek in Oregon. They sent brutally honest 
drawings and letters to all the relevant politicians, as well as the Forest 
Service and the sawmill owners, Zip-O. The letters proved to be so effective, 
that the Willamette National Forest and Zip-O spent an extraordinary 
amount of money and effort to spread their enthusiastic lies in response to 
the students. After a Society of American Foresters member visited the 
students to explain why it was good to cut down the forest, the children 
wrote back to tell them that the foresters were still wrong for trying to hurt 
the treesitters and the ancient forest. 

A pack of wolf pups playing in the forest to the 300 school children of 
Berkeley, CA, who sent a letter to the president of the local state university 
protesting the indiscriminate destruction of young trees by the 
lumber companies of California. The president passed the 
letter on to their Department of the Interior. 

A howlin' wolf on top of the food chain to the 
Deep Ecology for the 21st Century radio series 
for being a Gold Medal Award finalist in the 
judging by the New York International Festival 
of Radio. There were 1,300 entries from 31 
countries. A howl also to KPFA radio, Los 
Angeles, for running the series 13 days in a row 
leading up to Earth Day and then deciding to 
run it again. 
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A Marriage Made in Heaven ora Marriage of Convenience!? 



Steelworkers and Headwaters' activists at a candlelight vigil 


by Karen Pickett 

There was something different about our trip to 
the Maxxam shareholders meeting in Houston 
this year. For four years, Headwaters Forest activ- 
ists have been making the trip to Texas to con- 
front Maxxam CEO Charles Hurwitz during the 
one time he has to be legally accountable, to the 
stockholders. This year Kaiser Aluminum Corpo- 
ration, another Maxxam subsidiary, was repre- 
sented by locked-out workers from several plants. 

Maybe it was the 1 50 burly workers yelling through 
cupped hands at the Maxxam building, "jump, 
Charlie, jump!" that made the meeting different. 
Maybe it was the look of discomfort on Hurwitz's face 
as he faced a room packed with 300 people, including 
Headwaters activists, shareholder activists, a north- 
ern California rabbi who admonished him for his 
immorality, the mother of the young activist (David 
Chain) killed by a Pacific Lumber logger (another 
Maxxam subsidiary), United Steelworkers of America 
(USWA) officials, as well as over 200 locked-out 
Kaiser workers. It was an angry and powerful crowd. 

It was the closest collaboration Headwaters' activists 
have engaged in since loosely allying with Kaiser 
Aluminum workers after they went on strike last fall. 
We experienced clashes of culture, styles, process and 
infrastructure, but the common ground and potential 
of what we might accomplish by working together 
loomed larger than those clashes. 

Our coming together has to do with corporate 
power. Part of the story of steelworkers and Headwa- 
ters activists finding each other involves the "Jail 
Hurwitz" website (www.jailhurwitz.com — offering a 
substantial reward for information leading to incar- 
ceration of Hurwitz for his corporate crimes), which 
Kaiser workers, unhappy with their parent company, 
stumbled onto when doing research on Hurwitz. 

When striking workers first came to activist meet- 
ings here in the Bay Area, I was bowled over by 
parallels between Kaiser Aluminum and Pacific Lum- 
ber (PL). Both Kaiser and PL were family-run before 
being taken over by an outside corporation. In both 
situations, everything changed overnight — for the 
environment, for the community, for the workers. 

Maxxam not only changed the silvicultural practice 


from select cuts to clearcuts, greatly accelerating the 
rate of logging, it also raided the PL workers' pension 
fund and downgraded worker safety standards. Issues 
involved in the Kaiser strike included the pension 
fund and the hiring of non-union and less experi- 
enced people for an already dangerous job. 

The thing is, Maxxam is no more in the aluminum 
business for the long term than they are in the timber 
industry. Their corporate conduct is driven by increas- 
ing short-term profits rather than developing sustain- 
able practices, either economical or ecological. 

At his first Headwaters meeting, a steelworker who 
has put in over 25 years at Kaiser said, "When these 
particular battles are over — our strike and your forest 
campaign — we need to keep this link. Because as the 
corporations get bigger and bigger and fewer in num- 


ber, this is how we get strong enough to stand 
up to them, by coming together." 

One of the most powerful ways to oppose, 
confront and ultimately bring down the mul- 
tinationals is to ally with the workers. (Rather 
than recite the litany of corporate ills I will 
encourage you to read "Compost the Corpo- 
rations" available from the EF! Journal.) 

Judi Bari knew the importance of enviro- 
worker alliances and turned me on to the 
Marxist theory that holds that profit is stolen 
from the workers when the capitalists in 
charge pay them less than the value of what 
they produce. She explained that the flaw in 
this theory is that the value of the natural 
resources used to make products is missing 
from the formula. The so-called "surplus 
value" that supports the ruling class is stolen not only 
from the workers, but also from the Earth. Industrial- 
ized society has been built on the exploitation of both 
the working classes and the Earth. 

Judi talked about a tremendous growing rage 
building up from below, from people who are being 
poisoned in the factories and the mills, injured in 
the woods, and poisoned in the fields. The disen- 
franchised are either not unionized or not repre- 
sented adequately by their unions. The steelwork- 
ers' union is something of an exception because it 
tends to be an in-your-face outfit. 

Our collaborative work at the meeting about 
Maxxam spawned a set of principles for the alliance, 
called the "Houston Principles," which lay out the 
basis our coming together. It recognizes the incred- 
ible growth of huge corporations not accountable to 
anyone, and recognizes that while economic and 
biological sustainability may not be the same thing, 
common forces threaten both. 

Sure, it could be more "radical," but this is no more 
about making Earth Firstlers out of union card-carry- 
ing industrial workers than it is about converting 
enviros into supporters of industrial activity. It's not 
about anyone putting aside or compromising agendas 
in order to come up with a common agenda. That's 
why this must be an alliance rather than a coalition. 
It's about seeing that where our agendas overlap is 
where it becomes clear who the real enemy is, and it 
ain't each other. 

In fact, the United Steelworkers of 
America (USWA) have an environmental 
platform of their own, adopted at their 
1998 convention as official USWA policy. 
The platform is based on a recognition 
that "the world being inherited by our 
children is threatened by environmental 
destruction, air and water pollution, and 
toxic waste...," that "jobs are threatened 
when corporations refuse to implement 
environmentally sound policies...." It sees 
a "direct link between the environment 
^ in the plant and the environment out- 
I side...." With those beliefs, the USWA 
resolved to "oppose all attempts by pol- 
! luters and right-wing politicians... to roll 
1 back laws and regulations which protect 
5 our health and environment..." and to 
"fight for progressive environmental leg- 
islation, including laws which improve 
air and water quality, reduce toxic waste, restrict toxic 
chemicals... and protect whistleblowers who report 
environmental crimes." 

In addition, the union committed to "educate 
our members, staff and the public on the interlock- 
ing issues of environment, economic justice and 
human rights, and seek to incorporate environ- 
mental issues in all its dealings with employers to 
protect both jobs and the environment." The com- 
mitment to establish a role for workers and unions 
in environmental activism (their words) was re- 
newed by a report from their "Task Force on the 
Environment" at their Constitutional Convention 
in 1990 and has inspired the labor movement. 

Allying with Kaiser steelworkers is a unique oppor- 
tunity to squash the jobs-verses-environment myth 


we have run up against in campaign after campaign. 
The Earth-raping, profit-mongering corporations cre- 
ated that myth and spread it far and wide to keep us 
apart. Because they recognize the strength to be found 
in our alliance, and they fear it. Giving the workers an 
easy scapegoat keeps the corporations from being 
blamed for the woes of the workforce. 

Corporations have been very successful at misdi- 
recting the workers' anger towards environmentalists. 
One reason for this is that many timber workers (and 
others in the extractive industries) can see the threat 
that corporate mergers and capital flight poses to their 
jobs, and it's frightening. Fear makes people especially 
vulnerable to the influence of corporate propaganda. 

Most jobs in the timber industry are being lost to 
mechanization and overcutting, not to our success in 
saving wild places. In fact, the corporations that 
control 28 percent of the monetary wealth in the 
world provide less than one percent of the jobs. It's the 
small and medium size businesses that provide jobs. 

The emerging cooperation is symbiotic. They swell 
our numbers at rallies and demonstrations. Recently 
union members submitted 1,000 comments opposing 
the disastrous Habitat Conservation Plan. Unions also 
filed suit challenging the Sustained Yield Plan on 
economic sustainability grounds one day after the 
environmental group EPIC filed a similar suit on 
biological sustainability grounds. The media pays 
little attention to labor issues, so the unions benefit by 
the added publicity involved in joining with media 
savvy eco-heads. We also share organizing skills. 

But are we going to switch from hugging trees to 
hugging workers? No. There's still a big chasm 
between anthropocentric and biocentric world 
views. But as the forests, streams and the rest of 
the natural world are the smorgasbord for big 
timber companies, so the logger and the mill- 
worker are the corporations' pawns. 

The difficulty of this bond hit us in the face this 
spring. Wally, a Bay Area carpenter, was inspired by 
Julia Butterfly's tree-sit. He got his union Local to 
allocate funds to send her a care package. We worked 
with them to put the package and a press conference 
together. Then, within a couple of weeks, the carpen- 
ters' union International, at the behest of the timber 
industry, opposed logging reform legislation we were 
supporting. That hurt our work. But the irony brought 
us back to the need to dispel the jobs-verse-environ- 
ment myth, because the timber beasts got the unions' 
endorsement by convincing them the reform bills 
were "job killers," which they clearly are not. 

Despite the setback, I'm continually impressed by 
the fundamental belief in things good and ecological 
that I've seen in rank and file workers. In response to 
slack from the International for the care package to 
Julia, Wally said, "Even if it is a jobs issue, I don't care, 
because the trees are more important anyway. It was 
just the right thing to do, to support someone who is 
doing so much to save the trees." 

There are many conflicts and sticky issues, but for 
me alliances are clearly worth it. Jobs verses environ- 
ment is a big lie that has hurt us tremendously. Our 
aims and the agendas of the big corporations are 
fundamentally opposed and can never be resolved; we 
have much more in common with the workers. There 
are no jobs on a dead planet. 



Marching through downtown Houston, Texas 
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by Guadalupe Fores and Orin Langelle 

On April 13, the day my friend Steve Bradburn 
and I left for southern Mexico on an investigative 
environmental and peace delegation, I noticed 
this saying on the calendar above my mother's 
sink: "We are morally responsible for every wrong 
which we have the power to prevent." 

With the generous support of friends and spon- 
sors, Steve and I were able to join 
Action for Community and Ecol 
ogy in the Rainforests of Centra 
America (ACERCA) on a fact-find 
ing delegation to the southerr 
Mexican states of Chiapas 
Tabasco, Veracruz and Oaxaca 
We went to investigate the foresi 
practices of multinational corpo 
rations. What we found wer< 
plans for mega-projects much 
larger and more frightening thar 
we ever imagined. 

The focus of the delegation was 
to investigate the social and en- 
vironmental impacts of global 
capitalism, or neoliberalism, in 
Mexico. Neoliberalism refers tc 
the unrestricted free market capi- 
talism that industrial nations and 
multinational corporations are 
pushing to exploit more lands 
and people, with fewer or no en- 
vironmental and social standards. 

Specifically we went to investi- 
gate the frightening increase in the number of 
genetically engineered tree plantations that we'd 
heard about. We spent three weeks visiting re- 
mote indigenous villages and meeting with com- 
munity leaders and non-profit organizations. We 
wanted to learn what is needed from the interna- 
tional community to help stop the tide of destruc- 
tion of indigenous lands and communities. 

The Perfect Neoliberal Tree 

In 1997, timber giant International Paper helped 
rewrite Mexico's forestry laws, making tree planta- 
tions possible. Now African palm and eucalyptus 
plantations are surfacing all over southern Mexico, 
Central and South America. Eucalyptus has been 
called "the perfect neoliberal tree." It is well known 
for sucking all the nutrients and groundwater from 
the soil, leaving a virtual desert in its path. 


In the steamy lowlands of the states of Tabasco 
and Veracruz, four of us toured the expansive 
eucalyptus plantations. Planfosur, a Mexican com- 
pany owned by the US multinational timber giant 
Temple-Inland, has "rented" what they call "un- 
used" land from the Indians and poor campesinos. 
The company has planted 21,000 hectares of eu- 
calyptus, some genetically engineered. But we 
were told that Planfosur has "influence" over 




Neoliberal Nursery — Planfosur's Frankenfarm in Chiapas 

390,000 hectares. At its 7,S00 square-foot nursery 
which includes six greenhouses, Planfosur grows 
4.5 million seedlings per year. The Planfosur seeds 
contain genes from New Zealand, Australia, South- 
east Asia and Germany and were bio-engineered 
by Brazilian scientists. They also plan to use genes 
from Zimbabwe, Venezuela, Brazil, and Colum- 
bia. "Our genetic base is quite wide, so we can 
play," brags Planfosur. Monsanto is supplying the 
agro-chemicals, such as FAENA, a glyphosate her- 
bicide like Round Up. First clearcut harvests are 
planned for 2001, when the wood will be sent to 
mills and chipped for packaging paper. 

Our tour guide for the day was Planfosur's slick 
PR man and Mexican Mafia wannabe, Avelino 
Villa Salas. "El Jefe Grande," as we affectionately 
called him was eager to dispel any misconcep- 
tions we had about the integrity of this multina- 
tional or about the destructive nature of eucalyp- 
tus. He talked with us using state-of-the-art 
doublespeak so common in our own forest in- 
dustry, just like something out of a Boise Cascade 
TV commercial. 

At the age of 8 weeks, the plantation trees are 
the size of a lead pencil and about a foot high. 

After only 8 months, the trees are 2 inches in 
diameter and 15 feet tall. At one year and 7 
months, they grow to be 25 feet tall, and at 4 
years they are 75 feet tall. Driving between plan- 
tations we passed tiny villages scattered with 
shanty shacks and three military checkpoints, 
which "El Jefe" assured us were to stop drug 
traffickers and not to intimidate the Indians or 
guard the nearby oil refineries. 

Fortunately it was after we parted company 
with "El Jefe" that someone told us about his past 
employment. Apparently Avelino used to work 
high up in the Mexican government and has quite 
a reputation as a slimy operative for the Dark Side. 

We felt lucky to get away. 


of the Isthmus since 600 BC. Carlos told us that 
one hectare of the isthmus' rainforest has more 
biodiversity than the US and Canada combined. 
In the 60's the rainforest was under attack by the 
World Bank which pumped money into the area 
for cattle ranches. Then the huge oil boom of the 
70's took over and more jungle was lost. Now 
mega-project plans for the Isthmus of Tehuantepec 
include more oil exploitation and privatization, a 
four-lane highway and a two- 
rail bullet train (the rights would 
belong to multinationals, not the 
government), almost entirely on 
indigenous lands. Melissa Burch 
of ACERCA says, "alongside this 
transit corridor there are plans 
for 150 development projects in- 
cluding industrial parks, cloth- 
ing and textile maquiladoras, 400 
square miles of eucalyptus plan- 
tations, shrimp farms, and tour- 
ist initiatives such as airports, 
golf courses, and marine parks, 
oil refineries and 24 petrochemi- 
cal facilities." In southern 
Mexico there are plans, mostly 
by Japanese companies, for at 
■least 50 new dams in the 
Lacandon rainforest in areas now 
controlled by the Zapatistas. 

Another project we discovered 
was a plan to "Disnefy" the 
Mayan ruins from Mexico all the 
way down through Central 
America. We learned of this tourist corridor from 
one of our contacts in Chiapas; this would be 
financed by the World Bank. The World Bank gives 
the countries money, the governments pay for the 
infrastructure and then the multinationals come 
in and develop their Jurassic Park-style theme 


parks without having to pay a dime. 
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The Isthmus Mega-Project 

As we bussed farther up the isthmus the impli- 
cations of the whole trip began to impress upon 
us. In the small town of Mafias Romero, Oaxaca, 
we met our most gracious and exuberant contact, 
Carlos, who works tirelessly on behalf of the 
environment and indigenous communities. It was 
Carlos who really put all the pieces together for us 
and showed us just how far the neoliberal web was 
spinning out of control. 

The Indians have lived in the rainforest jungles 


Where will it end? 

Corporations are growing more powerful every 
year, moving farther beyond the regulation of 
individual governments or sovereign nations. 

First, we must never give up on our quest for 
peace and justice for the people and the land. 
Second, continue to join protests and demonstra- 
tions including the one planned to coincide with 
the World Trade Organization's (WTO) meeting 
in Seattle this November to discuss the "free 
logging agreement." The International Forum on 
Globalization is organizing a Teach-In during the 
WTO in Seattle on November 27th at the Benaroya 
Seattle Symphony Hall. Join the thousands who 
cross the line at the SOA gates in Columbus, 
Georgia, where our tax dollars are used to train 
Latin American soldiers to torture and murder 
their own people. As individuals, there is much 
that we can do but just think what we can accom- 
plish together. 

The knowledge that crimes against indigenous 
people and the environment are being sanctioned 
by our government and our corporations, morally 
binds us to speak out and take whatever action or 
response we feel is appropriate. Demand respect 
for all living things and the Earth. Show people 
how they are inseparably connected to the planet 
and have a responsibility to protect it. Write 
letters, demonstrate and teach. 

For more information, please contact the fol- 
lowing groups: 

International Forum on Globalization, 1555 Pa- 
cific Ave., San Francisco, CA 94109; (415) 771- 
3394; fax 771-1121; www.ifg.org and Action for 
Community & Ecology in the Rainforests of Cen- 
tral America, POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402; (802) 
863-0571; fax 864-8203; acerca@sover.net; 
www.nativeforest.org/campaigns/acerca/ 
index.html and the International Service for 
Peace, POB 2415, Santa Cruz, CA 95063; (408) 
425-1257; sipaz@igc.org; www.nonviolence.org/ 
sipaz and School of the Americas Watch, POB 
3330, Columbus, GA 31903; (706) 682- 
5369;www.derechos.org./soaw. 



by David Rovics 






Danny Dollinger 


Some people reading this may think, "Music? How frivolous," but 
please read on. To put together a good conference or demonstration, it is 
necessary to have good organizers, speakers and press. We need scholars 
to expose the constant barrage of corporate lies, and progressive teachers 
and students to educate the young and old. We understand the value of 
people willing to risk arrest to make their voices heard or those who 
engage in the many forms of direct action. However, two of the vital roles 
that are often undervalued by activists are music and musicians. 

In the years that I have been a full-time movement musician, playing 
at campuses, conferences and protests, I have run into a wide range of 
opinions on the role of music in various activities. I have been told by 
conference organizers that they have too many speakers for the week- 
end and no time for music. People organizing protests have told me that 
the protest was meant to be a "serious event" and that music would be 
inappropriate. More often, event organizers spend their valuable time 
and resources putting together a wonderful program of speakers adding 

music as an after- 
thought. I've been told 
something like, "We're 
flying in Angela Davis 
and Howard Zinn and 
(fill-in-the-blank) to 
speak at our conference, 
and we're also having a 
benefit concert, um, 
some local band... I 
can't remember their 

name." The local band often turns out to be whoever was willing 
to play for free, and no one's bothered checking out their music to 
see if they're any good, or what their politics are. 

Although music is fun and good for dancing, it can also be so 
much more. Good music certainly reaches the part of your brain 
that may not be accessed by a good speech or magazine article, 
regardless of its political content. But a song that addresses a 
contemporary issue, or a song that is meant to inspire us to action, 
can be effective in a unique, visceral way. Good music, especially 
good political music, can foster a sense of community and togeth- 
erness, as well as educating on a gut level. 

People might be educated and feel they've benefited from a good 
Noam Chomsky speech, but my experience has taught me that they are 
much more likely to leave an event feeling inspired if that speech is 
followed by an Ani DiFranco concert. And isn't inspiring people to action 
what we are trying to do? In fact, all large-scale social movements of 
which I am aware have used 
Viva iTchKunG! mus j c } n a central way. 

In the old days everybody joining the Wobblies was given a Little Red 
Songbook containing "Songs to Fan the Flames of Discontent. " In the '30s, the 
successful organizers of the Communist Party placed as much emphasis on 
their "culture department" as on union or street organizing. The move- 
ment against the war in Vietnam used "anti-war coffeehouses" as a primary 
organizing method, with musicians and speakers holding educational and 
entertaining events in military towns throughout the country. 

During the civil rigljts movement, people sang as they marched towards 
police lines. Many people have said that if not for the songs, they would 

surely have turned and run. 

And in the modern era, I have 
encountered people who 
have said that they were first 
politicized by their parents' 

Phil Ochs records, their ex- 
posure to the punk rock or 
the rap scene. 

In the Earth First! movement 
today, music plays a pivotal 
role in maintaining good mo- 
rale, from professional singer- 
songwriters like Dana Lyons 
or Casey Neill traveling around 
the country, playing the move- 
ment "circuit," to the many 
grassroots activists prolifically 
putting their thoughts to mu- 
sic wherever there are people 
struggling to save a forest from 
being logged or to stop a road 
from being built. 

Let us put as much thought and resources into making musicians a part 
of our events as we do our speakers. Let us remember the words of the 
Wobbly minstrel, Joe Hill, who said, "A pamphlet, no matter how well- 
written, is read once and then thrown away— but a song lasts forever." 

David Rovics is a Wobbly and the favored bard of the eco-resistance movement 
in the northeastern states. His music can be found at www.davidrovics.com or 
Darryl cnemey /row the Journal. 
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Tribal Standards Upheld 

In an April 28 decision, the US Dis- 
trict Court dismissed a lawsuit by the 
state of Wisconsin against the US Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and the Mole Lake (Sokaogon) 

• Chippewa. The suit was an attempt to 
deny EPA's authority to grant "Treat- 
ment as State" (TAS) status to Mole 
Lake Reservation. The EPA originally 
granted TAS status to Mole Lake m 
1995, to support Mole Lake's sovereign 
authority to set its own water quality 
standards under the federal Clean 
Water Act. The decision reaffirming 
the TAS status has far-reaching impli- 
cations for the controversy over the 
proposed Crandon mine and poten- 
tially for other Native American reser- 
vations around the country. 

The state of Wisconsin disputed 
Mole Lake’s authority, claiming that 
all navigable waters within Wisconsin 
could only be regulated by the state. 

The district court resoundingly re- 
jected the state's logic and dismissed 
the suit. Part of the state's underlying 
argumentbeenthattribalgovemments 
in general have neither the technical 
capacity nor the commitment to envi- 
ronmental protection, and so the EPA 
should not treat them like states. Yet 
the federal court decision praised Mole 
Lake's technical effort in setting its 
water quality standards and stated tha t 
.the tribe has stronger environmental 
protection regulations than those con- 
tained in Wisconsin's statutes. 

Roger McGeshick Jr., Chairman of 
the Mole Lake Sokaogon Chippewa 
Community, said, “I believe this deci- 
sion is going to benefit our community 
and the tribes throughout the US. In 
the past, history has proven the tribes 
have been taken advantage of and the 
outcome of this lawsuit has given our [ 
people more strength. Our water qual- 
ity standards will never be negotiated! " 

Although the Crandon mine is 
not directly mentioned in the legal 
decision, the proposed mine must 
now comply with Mole Lake's regu- 
latory authority. 

' 

Federal Staff Told To 
Overlook Violations 

According to documents filed on 
June 10 by Public Employees for En- 
vironmental Responsibility (PEER) 
the Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) and Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency (EPA) have been or- 
dered to overlook inaccurate classi- 
fications of agricultural wetlands, an 
order which leaves millions of le- 
gally protected vernal pools, 
marshes and prairie potholes vul- 
nerable to development. 

PEER is asking both the USDA and 
EPA's Inspector General offices to in- 
vestigate the agencies failure to protect 
agricultural wetlands and, in particu- 
lar, what appears to be an official policy 
ofconsdouslyignoringacolossalnum- 
ber of Clean Water Act violations 
throughout the country. 

According to documents obtained 
by PEER under the Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act, top EPA officials have 
issued orders to keep EPA regulators 
off agricultural lands. In addition, state 
conservationists within the USDA are 
issuing directives to weaken wetlands 
standards in order to avoid enforce- 
ment actions against politically promi- 
nent agricultural producers. 

Yet EPA managers, with full 
knowledge of the high rates of inac- 
curacy, directed their own field staff 
to consider NRCS determinations 
valid for purposes of enforcing Glean 
Water Act wetland protection rules 
and prohibited staff from conduct- 
ing any review of even the most 
inadequate determinations. 

- 
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Environmental Justice: robert bullard 


by Errol Schweizer 

Dr. Robert Bullard is one of the most prominent scholars 
and activists in the environmental justice movement. For 
over 20 years, his research has documented the devastat- 
ing impact that indusrial facilities have had on low 
income communities and communities of color. Dr. Bullard 
is currently the director of the Environmental Justice 
Research Center at Clark Atlanta University in Georgia. 

EF!J : What is the environmental justice movement? 

RB: The environmental justice movement has 
basically redefined what environmentalism is all 
about. It basically says that the environment is 
everything: where we live, work, play, go to school, 
as well as the physical and natural world. We can't 
separate the physical environment from the cul- 
tural environment. The environmental justice move- 
ment is trying to address all of the inequities that 
result from human settlement, industrial facility 
siting and industrial development. What we've tried 
to do over the last 20 years is educate and assist 
groups in organizing, mobilizing and empowering 
themselves to take charge of their lives, their com- 
munities and their surroundings. It's a concept of 
trying to address power imbalances, lack of political 
enfranchisement and to redirect resources so that 
we can create some healthy, liveable and sustain- 
able types of models. 

EF!J: How have environmental justice groups or- 
ganized themselves? 

RB: For the most part, a lot of the small grassroots 
groups operate from a bottom up model. They 
don't have boards of directors, large budgets and 
large staffs, but they do operate with the idea that 
everyone has a role and is in this together. Environ- 
mental justice groups are more egalitarian, most of 
them are led by women and are more democratic. 
Not to say they are perfect, but they do bring out 
the idea that power rests in all of us. When we 
operate as a collective, that's when we are most 
powerful — when we move forward as a unit and 
not necessarily with a hierarchy. 

EF!f: Has the environmental justice movement 
come into conflict with the traditional, white envi- 
ronmental groups? 

RB: There's been a lot of conflict and misunder- 
standing about what the role of some of the green 
groups are as it relates to environmental justice and 
working in communities of color. And what we're 
saying is that it's just one environment. You're 
talking about planet Earth, where we live. If in fact 
we are going to have a global movement for envi- 
ronmental justice, we have to understand what the 
environment is and what the agendas are. Environ- 
mental justice incorporates the idea that we are 
concerned about wetlands, birds and wilderness 
areas. But we're also concerned with urban habitats, 
about reservations, about things that are happening 
along the US-Mexican border, about children that 
are being poisoned by lead in housing and kids 
playing outside in contaminated plagrounds. We 
have had to struggle to get these issues on the radar 
of a lot of the large environmental groups. f 

There's still a lot of progress that needs to be made, 
because to a large extent, the environmental move- 
ment, the conservation/preservation movement, 
really reflects the larger society. And society is racist. 
So we can't expect a lot of our organizations not to 
somehow be affected by that. We’re not saying that 
people are evil and that these organizations are 
setting out to do harm, but we're saying that we 
have to educate ourselves and learn about each 
other. That's what we've been doing for the last 20 
years: trying to get a handle on how we can work 
together in a principled way. In 1991 we had the first 
national People of Color Environmental Leadership 
Summit, and we developed 1 7 principles of environ- 
mental justice [Ed. note: see sidebar, facing page]. And 
what we're saying is that we may not agree on 100 
percent of the things, but we agree on more things 
than we disagree on. 

EF!J: What kind of role has race played in the siting 
of toxic facilities in this country? 

RB: Race is still the most potent factor for predict- 
ing where locally unwanted land uses go. A lot of 
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people say it's class, but race and class are inter- 
twined. Because society is so racist and because 
racism touches every institution — employment, 
housing, education, facility siting, land use deci- 
sions, you can't really extract race out of decisions 
that are being made by people who are in power 
when the power arrangements are unequal. 

When we talk about what's happening along the 
US-Mexican border and the health conditions of 
children and workers, we must understand that it's 
also related to our consumption patterns, consump- 
tion behavior and who has the most money to 
consume the most. Now, all of the issues of environ- 
mental racism and environmental justice don't just 
deal with people of color. We are just as much 


concerned with inequities in Appalachia, for ex- 
ample, where the whites are basically dumped on 
because of lack of economic and political clout. 

EF!J: Are you seeing more of a convergence be- 
tween the traditional, white environmental groups 
and movements of people of color? 

RB: We haven't seen a total convergence. What 
we've seen is a better understanding of the various 
sides and priorities that are there. For a long time 
historically, for example, black people in the South 
were not even allowed to visit state parks, because of 
Jim Crow and segregation. Then, somehow, we 
were blamed for not having appreciation for state 
parks. I mean, it wasn't our faults, we couldn't go to 
them! So we're finding 
that as more urban folks 
get to visit parks and wil- 
derness areas they are 
able to appreciate that 
these are national trea- 
sures and not just trea- 
sures for people that have 
money to visit them. 

And more and more 
people who are in envi- 
ronmental groups are now beginning to understand 
that what happens in cities also impacts their lives. 
So we can't just let cities buckle under and fall into 
this sinkhole. We have to talk about this conver- 
gence of urban, suburban and rural, the quality of 
life that exists and the issue of urban sprawl. Basi- 
cally everybody is impacted by sprawl. So you talk 
about this convergence, a lot of it is happening now, 
but it has to happen with the understanding that we 
have to include everybody or it won't work. 

EF!J: How can you pose these issues to people 
when organizing in low income and politically 
disenfranchised communities, especially commu- 
nities with very little open space or access to 
natural areas? 


RB: First, we have to start early. We have to 
educate young people that it is their right to have 
access to open space, green space, parks and the 
outdoors, as opposed to people thinking that 
they're supposed to be living in an area where the 
only park is a basketball court with no net. We 
have to provide funds to make sure that we get 
them early on and take them on field trips, take 
them to a wilderness area, a refuge, a reserve, to a 
park — a real park — and to integrate this informa- 
tion into our curriculum. 

If you talk about people of color, African-Ameri- 
cans for example, we are land-based people. Afri- 
cans are land-based people. Native Americans are 
land-based peoples. We have been pushed off the 
land and now find ourselves in cities, but 
that doesn't mean that the institutional 
memory of what the land was to us, how 
our whole existence was based on com- 
munity and being tied to the land is gone. 
I think we've gotten away from that, but 
the reintroduction of those concepts can 
be achieved if we make a concerted effort 
at trying to do that. 

EF!) : What is the environmental justice 
perspective on the population/border de- 
bate within the Sierra Club? 

RB: Well, you know... my position — and 
I can only speak for myself — is that immi- 
gration is not the problem in terms of 
environmental degradation. If we talk 
about having no borders and addressing 
issues of economic justice, we can address 
lots of the environmental injustices around 
the world. If we talk about respecting life 
and respecting people and respecting com- 
munities, we can end a lot of the interna- 
tional friction that results from 
transboundary waste trades and imbal- 
ances created as a result of NAFTA. We can 
do a lot of things and I think this whole 
anti-immigrant wave is just another wedge 
that is driven between folks that are orga- 
nizing and mobilizing. I don't think it will 
work. This country is changing demo- 
graphically, and it is scaring a lot of people. The 
year 2050 is supposed to be the magic year when 
people of color will be in the majority in this 
country. So when we talk about these issues, we 
have to put them in the context of the long term. 
We need to address things within US borders but 
at the same time we cannot export problems to 
areas that we know do' not have the capacity to 
handle garbage, environmental waste, risky tech- 
nologies and unsustainable development poli- 
cies. So I think that environmental justice folks 
are saying that we are going to have to work across 
borders. Those ties are already there and it is just 
a matter of making sure that we strengthen them 

. and keep reaching out. 

EF!J: Earth First! con- 
siders itself to be the 
radical end of the envi- 
ronmental movement. 
What can EFiers do to 
further the vision of the 
environmental justice 
(EJ) movement? 

RB: Well, you know, the 
EJ movement is an inclu- 
sive movement. The EJ movement is an anti-racist 
movement, and I don't think you can get any more 
radical than fighting racism. Because when you 
talk about fighting racism, you make a lot of 
enemies because racism permeates everything. I 
think Earth First! can really embrace a lot of the 
environmental justice principles that we have and 
see that there are a lot of things that environmen- 
tal justice groups are advocating and trying to 
implement that cut across some of the issues that 
you're addressing. 

Dr. Bullard can be reached at the Department of 
Sociology, Environmental Justice Resource Center, Clarke 
Atlanta University, Atlanta GA; (404) 880-6911. 



From the grassroots: environmental justice groups throughout North America. 


WHEN YOU TALK ABOUT EIGHT 
ING RACISM, YOU MAKE A LOT 
OF ENEMIES BECAUSE RACISM 
PERMEATES EVERYTHING. 



RAGE Against The 


Zagata of the Department of Environmental Con- 
servation then stepped in and overode his ad- 
ministrative law judges' decision and granted 
the mine permit. He ignored all protections for 
the water, air, earth, burials and any concernes 
about future subsidence. RAGE filed suit against 
all of the state agencies and people who were part 
of the process, and in July of 1997, Akzo's attor- 
ney made a payoff offer of $500,000. We rudely 
declined and went all the way to the court of 
appeals, New York's highest court, where we lost 
our case. Meanwhile, Akzo’s parent company in 
the Netherlands decided not to build the mine 
but to sell the permit. The land lay idle for nearly 
two years, yet the State Historical Preservation 
Office refused to move to protect the land. 

In the fall of 1998, a new mining company, 
American Rock Salt, funded by General Electric 
(who is notorious for dumping PCB's in the 
Hudson River), and made up of a local realtor, a 
slick attorney with ties to the incinerator indus- 
try, a New York City land speculator, and a board 
of directors that reads like a who's who of the 
waste trade industry, began bulldozing without a 
valid permit. Over our continued objections the 
state granted a permit and the company bull- 
dozed through beautiful farmland and ancient 
burial grounds without any regard for the living 
or the dead- They have already unearthed 14 sets 
of human remains and have decimated a native 
village. The state has allowed this continuing 
desecration despite protests. 

Withift a few weeks, Livingston County in- 
tends to obliterate another burial site across the 
street to run water and sewer lines to the mine. A 
rail spur is being run right through the center of 
a farm that was taken from a local farmer by 


munity of approximately 62,000 people where 
money rules. Livingston County, whose number 
one industry is agriculture, sits on a vast series of 
rock salt and brine mines, as well as abandoned 
oil and gas mines. The largest of these salt mines 
was the Akzo-Nobel Retsof mine. It was the larg- 
est salt mine in the Western Hemisphere, with 
over 18 square miles of empty caverns; it is the 
size of Manhattan. It was in these cavities that 
would store 40 percent of the US' incinerated 
garbage, mixed with other industrial by-prod- 
ucts and brine water from a leaky mine shaft. 

Opposed to this project on all levels, RAGE 
pledged to resist and fought a loud and public 
campaign to stop this atrocity. In the fall of 
1993, RAGE members were told that the mine 
was collapsing in several areas that were being 
used for experimental mining. These areas were 
able to accomodate the storage of incinerator ash 
since the rate of salt extraction was sometimes as 
high as 94 percent. RAGE went public with this 
information and the company launched a full 
scale attack on us, turning friends, neighbors 
and even family members against us. 

On March 12, 1994 the mine collapsed in an 
area located at the lowest point of the Genesee 
Valley, just under a major tributary of the 
Genesee River, a large river that flows into Lake 
Ontario. Two huge sinkholes were formed, fill- 
ing with water, destroying an Indian burial 
ground and village, and occupying a twelve 
acre area that was formerly prime farmland. 
Wells went dry, houses cracked and roads and 
bridges sank, closing off traffic from a major 
transportation route for several years. Danger- 
ous methane arid hydrogen sulfide gases spewed 
out of dry wells and cracks in the earth. Gas 
pipelines ruptured re- 

icalled it the "largest 

man-made disaster in the history of North 
America unfolding," they decided to do all in 
their power to develop yet another salt mine, 
using 53 million taxpayer dollars. 

The chosen spot for the new mine was a known 
Indian burial ground that is documented back 
10,000 years. It contains the human remains of 
Seneca, Tuscarora, Algonquin and other 
Ongwehonweh who regarded the land as sacred 
and brought their relations' remains to this 
ground to be interred in huge effigy mounds 
similar to the Hopewell mounds in Ohio. The 
area contains, by New York State's own admis- 
sion, at least eight sites eligible for National 
Historic register listing, yet, even though docu- 
mentation showed the area contained burials, 
the state kept denying any existed. Archaeologi- 
cal crews were directed to dig where there were 
no gravesites, carefully avoiding those that were 
previosuly investigated so they could claim they 
found nothing. 

RAGE participated fully in the new mine per- 
mit process and won the right to hold further 
hearings on this matter. Commissioner Mike 


by Melissa Jacobs 

Regional Action Group for the Environment, 
Inc. (RAGE), 'was formed in the fall of 1993 to stop 
the siting of the largest incinerator ash dump in 
the United States. We are located in the heart of 
the Genesee Valley in western New York state. 

Our group is made up of Native and non-Native 
people who have spent their lives fighting to 
protect our precious Earth. I am Blackfoot In- 
dian, my husband is of Seneca blood and with 
our two children we reside on the ancestral home- 
lands of the Seneca Indians, who are part of the 
Six Nations Iroquois confederacy. 

Our 60 acre farm has been certified organic 
since 1989 and we teach our children not to pick 
a berry or break a twig from a tree without asking 
first, as we want them to realize the right of all 
life to exist and to be aware of the far reaching 
consequences of their actions. We live in a com- 


• Affirms the sacredness of Mother Earth, 
ecological unity and the interdependence of 
all species and the right to be free from ecologi- 
cal destruction. 

• Mandates the right to ethical, balanced and 
responsible uses of landin the interest of a sustain- 
able planet for humans and other living things. 

• Calls for universal protection from nuclear 
testing, extraction, production and disposal of 
toxic/hazardous wastes and poisons that 
threaten the fundamental right to clean air, 
land, water and food. 

• Affirms the fundamental right to political, 
economic, cultural and environmental self- 
determination of all peoples. 

• Demands the cessation of the production of 
all toxins, hazardous wastes, and radioactive ma- 
terials, and that all past and current producers be 


and containment at the point of production. 

• Affirms the right of all workers to a safe and 
healthy work environment, without being 
forced to choose between an unsafe livelihood 
and unemployment. It also affirms the right of 
those who work at home to be free from envi- 
ronmental hazards. 

• Protects the rights of victims of environmental 
injustice to receive full compensation and repara- 
tions for damages as well as quality health care. 

• Affirms the need for urban and rural eco- 
logical policies to clean up and rebuild cities 
and rural areas in balance with nature, honor- 
ing the cultural integrity of our communities 
and providing fair access for all to the full 
range of resources. 

• Calls for the strict enforcement of principles 
of informed consent and a halt to the testing of 
experimental reproductive and medical proce- 
dures and vaccinations on people of color. 

• Opposes the destructive operations of mul- 
tinational corporations. 

• Opposes military occupations, repression 
and exploitation of lands, peoples, and other 
life forms. 

• Calls for the education of present and 
future generations which emphasizes social 
and environmental issues, based on our expe- 
rience and an appreciation of our diverse cul- 
tural perspectives. 

• Requires that we, as individuals, make 
choices to consume as little as possible of 
Mother Earth's resources and to produce as 
little waste as possible; and make the conscious 
decision to challenge and reprioritize our 
lifestyles to insure the health of the natural 
world for present and future generations. 

(Adopted at the First National People of Color 
Environmental Summit, Washington DC, 1991.) 


A sinkhole caused by the collapse of the Akzo salt mine. 


force. This railroad spur is also being funded by 
11.5 million of taxpayer's dollars and is being 
run across an area riddled with sinkholes from 
the old mine collapse. The new mine will exca- 
vate 10,000 acres and will fill the empty cavities 
with New York City's garbage, nuclear waste and 
incinerator ash. 

Except for a handful of people, our community 
has demonstrated its desire to be the dumping 
ground for waste in the Northeast. Those of us 
who oppose the dumping have been threatened, 
have had our property vandalized and have been 
shot at by agents of the federal government. We 
desperately need your help. We have run out of 
money and ideas and have exhausted our legal 
avenues. Thank you for anything you can do to 
help keep our ancestors safe in the ground, and 
our childrens' land and water free from further 
degradation and pollution. 

Contact RAGE, Inc., c/o Melissa Jacobs, 8546 Rte 
408, Nunda, NY 1451 7; (716) 468-3817. Send letters 
of complaint to American Rock Salt, POB 172, 
Groveland, NY 14462-0172; (716) 243-9510. 
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Lockdown in 


On June 7, Earth Firstiers from 
Olympia and Seattle went into the 
headquarters of Plum Creek timber 
company in downtown Seattle. The 
activists were demanding to speak to 
Plum Creek CEO Rick Holley about 
backing out of the infamous I- 
90 land exchange between the 
Forest Service and Plum Creek. 

Three of the activists locked to 
each other with Kryptonite bi- 
cycle locks to be sure that they 
were heard that day. They were 
told that Holley, "was out of 
town that day on vacation." 
Instead of Holley, the activists 
were "greeted" by Plum Creek 
Vice President Bill Brown. 

Brown was concerned that 
the presence of u-locked activ- 
ists in the lobby would be dis- 
concerting for visiting Japanese 
clients. Brown offered to meet 
with the activists in a nearby 
room. After an hour of discus- 
sion Brown agreed to set up a 
meeting with the group and 
Holley. No arrests were made 
at the action although three 
of the activists remained 
locked together. 

The 1-90 land exchange would 
give 17,000 acres of public land 
to Plum Creek. The company 
would acquire rare roadless, low- 
elevation old-growth forest in 


the Gifford Pinchot National Forest. 
The public had very little say in the 
negotiations for the exchange. This 
culminated last fall with the passage of 
Senator Slade Gorton's last minute rider 
to the omnibus appropriations which 


Seattle 

legislated the land exchange. Plum 
Creek used heavy handed tactics such 
as threatening to log in sensitive areas 
to ensure a quick resolution. 

Plum Creek is the great grandchild 
of Northern Pacific Railroad. In 1864, 
Congress gave Northern Pacific 
40,000,000 acres of public land 
originally taken from the Na- 
tive Americans. Northern Pacific 
was to use the acquired lands to 
build railroads through the west 
in order to settle the western 
states. Northern Pacific was sup- 
posed to resell the lands back to 
settlers for $2.50 an acre. Most 
of the land was never sold back 
as Northern Pacific spun off 
into resource extracting com- 
panies, which in turn eventu- 
ally gave birth to Plum Creek 
in 1989. Plum Creek is notori- 
ous for its logging practices. It 
currently has more land ex- 
changes in the works than any 
other timber company. 

We are at a critical point right 
now! Funds exist for the acqui- 
sition of sensitive lands 
through the little used Land 
and Water Conservation Fund. 
NO COMPROMISE! 

Please send letters of support 
and donations to Olympia 
Earth First!, POB 11426, Olym- 
pia, WA 98508. 



EFIer's causing a ruckus at Plum Creek's office in downtown Seattle 


Activists Block Road to Eagle Timber Sales 

Roadless Area Logging Could Start Any Time 


In the dark of the night a cargo net 
was suspended 60 feet above the 
road using strips of rope no thicker 
than parachute cord. On July 12, 
forest activists renewed the non- 
violent blockade of Forest Road 
4614 to prevent the logging of the 
Salmon Huckleberry Roadless Area, 
the Old Baldy Trail and the sensi- 
tive Eagle Creek municipal water- 
shed near the Mt. Hood National 
Forest in Oregon. In addition to the 
new blockade, Cascadia Forest Alli- 
ance has maintained a tree-sit in an 
old-growth portion of the sale area 
since April 23. 

The net, capable of supporting 
activists for weeks, blocks access to 
a large roadless portion of the Eagle 
timber sales, adjacent to the 
Salmon Huckleberry Wilderness 
Area. The blockade is near the Old 
Baldy trailhead, a trail that will be 
lost if the US Forest Service goes 
through with their plans. The 
1,000 acres of forest in Eagle con- 
tain 500 acres of unprotected wil- 
derness eligible for addition to 
the nearby Salmon Huckleberry. 

The sales are inconsistent with 
recent Forest Service policy changes 
designed to better protect roadless 
areas and watersheds implemented 
by Forest Service Chief Mike 
Dombeck. Yet, the US Forest Service 
and congressional representatives 
have been dragging their feet in ef- 
forts to cancel the Eagle sales, origi- 
nally sold under the environmental 
law-suspending Salvage Rider of 


1996. In the past weeks, numerous 
environmental groups have put pres- 
sure on Dombeck and Oregon Senator 
Ron Wyden to take action to protect 
the Salmon Huckleberry roadless area 
and the Eagle Creek watershed by sim- 
ply canceling the remaining parts of 
the Eagle sales immediately. Rapidly 
melting snow in the area means log- 
ging could begin any day. The block- 
ades are necessary to "buy time, " while 
members of the public continue to 
pressure Wyden and other elected of- 
ficials to take action to save the water- 
shed from the chainsaws. 

Based on how much was cut last year 
and early this year, any further distur- 
bance would seriously degrade water 
quality and damage the roadless area. 
The Eagle Creek Watershed Analysis 
recommended no more than 9.1 mil- 
lion board feet of timber be removed 
per decade from the watershed to 
sustainably maintain water quality — 
roughly what was cut last year and so 
far this year. Ignoring their own sci- 
entists' recommendations, as well as 
environmental laws, the Forest Ser- 
vice sold 28 million board feet to be 
cut this summer and next. The agency 
also failed to perform surveys for a 
host of rare plants and animals, an- 
other significant violation of 
Clinton's Northwest Forest Plan. Be- 
cause the sales were sold during the 
Salvage Rider, none of these issues 
can be contested in court. 

Earlier this year, Vanport Manufac- 
turing, purchaser of the Eagle sales, 
closed the doors on their Boring, Or- 


egon, lumber mill. Vanport has 
stated it is not opposed to canceling 
the timber sales, and, because of the 
mill closure, it is no longer seeking 
replacement timber elsewhere. De- 
spite this, and the widespread pub- 
lic outcry over the sales, the Mt. 
Hood National Forest has refused to 
cancel them and insists that the 
area must be logged. 

WHAT: Ongoing blockade to pro- 
tect the Salmon Huckleberry 
roadless area. 

WHEN: Beginning July 12 and 
continuing until the Eagle timber 
sales area canceled. 

WHERE: Forest Road 4614 (Squaw 
Mt. Road) in the Mt. Hood National 
Forest about an hour southeast of 
Portland, near Estacada. 

WHO: Cascadia Forest Alliance, 
Earth First! and you! 

DIRECTIONS: From Portland, fol- 
low 1-205 south to the Highway 
224/Estacada exit. Follow Highway 
224 about two miles past Estacada 
and then turn left on Fall Creek 
Road. Take the next left at Divers 
Road and then the next right at 
Squaw Mt. Road. Follow Squaw 
Mt. Road for 6.5 miles until a Y in 
the road. 

Keep right at the "Y," continuing 
on Squaw Mt. Road (Road 4614) for 
about five miles until the Old Baldy 
trailhead and our road blockade. 

For more information contact the 
Cascadia Forest Alliance at POB 4946, 
Portland, OR 97208; (503) 241-4879, 
fax 235-9976. 


Anti-forestR/ders 

The Senate Appropriations 
Committee approved an Interior 
Appropriations bill laden with 
anti-environmental riders. One 
rider, Section 329, harkens back 
to the dark days of the Salvage 
Logging Rider by suspending key 
requirements of the National For- 
est Management Act intended to 
protect wildlife. In addition, the 
Senate has proposed more funds 
for logging and road building in 
National Forests while slashing 

C !• r . 
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and wildlife management and 
land acquisitions. 

The riders of concern are: 

• Section 117 which would 
allow the reauthorization of 
grazing permits without envi- 
ronmental review. 

on 320 would impose 
itations in order to 
ision of any forest 
ady under revision, 
delaying National 
ing. 

tion 325 would allow ten 
percent of all road and trail funds 
to improve forest health condi- 
tions. Improvements may in- 
clude logging. 

• Section 327 is designed to 
create incentives to maximize 
timber harvest on Alaska's 
Tongass National Forest. 

• Section 328 would prohibit 
expending any federal funds go- 
ing towards grizzly bear intro- 
duction in Idaho and Montana 
without the written consent pf the 
states' governors. This could inter- 
fere with the management of cur- 
rently recovering populations. 

• Section 329 would provide 
the Secretaries of Agriculture and 
Interior broad discretion to 
choose whether or not to collect 
new information' on wildlife on 
Federal public land prior to revis- 
ing their management plans or 
authorizing any ground-breaking 
management activities. 

• Section 330 would divert fund- 
g needed to complete the final j 
vironmental Impact Statement 
the Interior Columbia Basin. 

• Section 335 would permit the | 
Forest Service to contract private 
entities to perform land manage- 
ment services in national forests 
in Idaho, Montana and Oregon's 
Umatilla National Forest. This 
law has undefined community 
roles, lacks provisions for over- 
sight and lacks a funding mecha- 
nism for the work. 

• Section 907 would weaken the 
1872 Mining Law to allow certain 
mining operations to dump more 
toxic mining waste on federal 
public land. * 

Meanwhile, Senator Richard 
Bryan(D-NV) plans to offer an 
amendment to the Interior Ap- 
propriations to re-prioritize the 
Forest Service budget away from 
extractive goals to restoration. 

Please contact your senators at 
(202) 224-3121 and demand they 
all oppose all of these riders and 
support any amendments that 
would reduce or stop the timber 
.sale program. 

- 
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by Peter Neils . 

"You're either part of the solution, or part of the 
problem. " 

— Eldridge Cleaver, 1967 

At 9:35 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time on . 
July 1, the 167-year-old Edwards Dam on 
Maine's Kennebec River was breached, open- |Ufe 
ing 1 7 miles of spawning habitat to several 
species of fish, including sturgeon, shad a?S5 
and, potentially, Atlantic salmon. In 1997 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
refused to renew the private hydroplant's 
license, determining that the ecological gain UM| 
from its removal outweighed gains from it's s ’ 
continued operation. 4 , 

Military shipbuilder Bath Iron Works (BIW) ;; 
is providing one third of the removal cost to 
compensate for filling nearly 15 acres of prime I v ly 
short-nosed sturgeon habitat at the mouth of Hr** 
the Kennebec River. BIW's fill plans are part T-yU* 
of a massive expansion to convert its yard ; \ 

into a land-level facility. One hundred mil- 
lion dollars of the construction costs are to be 
paid by Maine taxpayers to relieve the strain 
on the stockholders of BIW's Fortune 500 parent 
company, General Dynamics. 

As early as June, Native Forest Network (NFN) 
activists Jim Freeman and Peter Neils began receiv- 
ing e-mails and urgent phone calls from corporate 
environmentalists from as far away as Washing- 
ton, DC, pleading with them to not do an action 
which would disrupt the ceremony preceding the 
breaching of the dam. 

The activists conceded that they had contem- 
plated an action but declined to characterize their 
putative activity as "disruptive." Natural Resources 
Council of Maine (NRCM) staffer Judy Berk con- 
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tacted the two and said that she was in a position 
to offer a meeting with Interior Secretary Bruce 
Babbitt. The Maine activists found Babbitt's pres- 
ence particularly onerous in light of his collusion 
with reactionary Republican senators on S. 1100, 
which would delay critical habitat designation 
under the Endangered Species Act, as well as, 
other rollbacks. 

Ultimately the NFN Chapter was offered table 
space shoulder to shoulder with the usual suspects, 
way down at the end (by the porta-potties). But the 
wily Mainers turned the snub into a triumph! 
Three large banners scalding Babbitt hung high on 


a fence clearly visible to 
several hundred people at 
the assembly. The multi- 
colored, "BRUCE $ELL$ 
OUTCRITICAL HABITAT" 
left little doubt about 
whether the NFN contin- 
gent would be fawning 
_____ over Babbitt alongwith the 
other environmental or- 
ganizations present. 

Bearing posters reading, 

"habitat, not 

BABBITTAT" and "FISH 
7~r ***** LADDERS NOW, NOT IN 

16 YEARS," the intrepid 
r:;.. alternative enviros worked 
t the crowd closely shad- 
i owed by state and fed- 
| eral security. 

|j|| i Seven NFN volunteers 

' ( S 2 distributed more than 

_ ' v ' ' 100 leaflets promoting 

Edwards Dam being removed their campaign to elimi- 
nate dioxin discharges 
from Maine's bleach kraft pulp mills. At the con- 
clusion of the festivities, they moved the "BABBIT 
SELLS OUT CRITICAL HABITAT" banner to the 
main gate and distributed several hundred copies 
of the new "Forest Advocate," supporting The 
National Forest Protection and Restoration Act. 

Jim Freeman concluded that Team NFN had 
maximized the opportunity which the 
mainstreamers had inadvertently presented to 
the seasoned campaigners. No one walked out of 
those gates unaware of NFN's position! 

Contact the Native Forest Network at POB 57, 
Burlington, VT 05402. 


CoNSERviNq Wild Nature Jm ViRqiNiA 


by Christina Wulf 

In the spring mountains of Vir- 
ginia, oxygen is green. We live be- 
neath a breathing blanket of de- 
ciduous trees, however ghostly and 
torn they may be. Standing in the 
Shenandoah Valley, looking west 
to the Alleghenies and east to the 
Blue Ridge, one gazes upon an an- 
cient landscape. These mountains 
expose some of the oldest rock in 
North America. Their limestone sedi- 
ments peel away from the wind and 
water, feeding richly complex forests 
from the pied- 
mont to the high- 
lands and beyond. 

Like a wise grand- 
parent with the 
vast experiences of 
a lifetime, Appala- 
chian hardwood 
forests have 
evolved in balance 
with Earth and 
animal of time. 

But times 

change. This val- 
ley bloomed 
early with hu- 
man inhabit- 
ants — from the 
Natives who trav- 
eled the region to 
the early Europe- 
ans, who settled 
in what was then 
considered the 

"Far West to be as distant from the 
control of the English throne as 
possible." The settlers followed the 


rivers — Potomac, Shenandoah, 
Calfpasture, James and Jackson, 
Roanoke, Clinch, Holston and the 
New. Along these rivers industries — 
farms, foundries, furnaces and lumber 
yards — have boomed far beyond car- 
rying capacity. 

-The echoes of the.great eastern for- 
est are most audible in the folded 
lands of western Virginia where the 
George Washington and Jefferson Na- 
tional Forests encompass some 1.8 
million acres. 

Along with the memories of an 



endless forest, western Virginians in- 
herit the usual degradation of an 
industrial age; too many clearcuts, 


animal-production factories, sick riv- 
ers, sick trees and possibly the most 
polluted air in the nation. 

Hunian populations are booming as 
the rural rush sweeps west from big 
eastern cities, washing a poison tide of 
strip malls, tract housing and chemi- 
cal-green lawns over farms and forests. 

Here, as in communities across the 
country, people are gathering together 
in the name of conservation and res- 
toration. In late April, a National For- 
est Protection Alliance meeting drew 
40 Virginians to the genteel grounds 
of the University of 
Virginia to strategize 
an end to commer- 
cial logging on public 
lands. The meeting 
drew people from all 
corners of the Old 
Dominion; each of 
Virginia's eleven 
congressional dis- 
tricts was repre- 
sented. We were a 
diverse group — 
newcomers & old- 
timers, high school 
and college stu- 
dents, retirees and 
| politically-seaspned 
organizers. For an 
^ hour in the morn- 
ing, we introduced 
ourselves and spoke 
Cool swirly trees at maple flats of OUT individual 

epiphanies — some 
moment, imprinted on us, when the 
wonder of the wild became mani- 
fest. It was apparent that the move- 


ment to limit human impact is 
not so much a revolution as it is a 
reconnection. Tracing our human 
bloodlines back a brief genetic 
distance, a handful of centuries, 
we can re-learn how to live on 
this Earth in balance with breath- 
ing forests and all their inhabit- 
ants. 

At the meeting, we learned sto- 
ries of the commonality of care, 
and how to turn our powerful emo- 
tions into political firepower. We 
learned to lobby from the heart, to 
organize as a member of a commu- 
nity, and to hold the old-boy net- 
work of Virginia accountable. 

Then we went to Washington, 
DC and lobbied our elected offi- 
cials. We learned that everyone 
cares about the environment, but 
no one wants to take political risks. 
Not yet. Not until we the people 
show that real conservation is re- 
ally common sense. 

When caring people gather to- 
gether, a powerful energy is born. 
Almost every evaluation form from 
the meeting said, "The best part was 
the people — meeting other people 
who care. " Every day there are more 
of us. The movement to conserve 
wild nature belongs to ordinary 
folks. The restoration of our home 
ranges is a joyful but urgent task in 
which everyone must play a part. 

To contact the Shenandoah Eco- 
system Defense Group/please con- 
tact to POB 1891, Charlottesville, 
VA 22903; or call (804) 971-1553; 
sedg@firstva.com. 
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by Julie Light 

Corporate Watch Editorial Board 

Tecate's coat of arms dubs this Mexican town 
"Baja California's Industrial Paradise." About 30 
miles from Tijuana, the city is home to the Tecate 
brewery and also houses an industrial park filled 
with assembly plants, or maquiladoras. This "indus- 
trial paradise" is one of several Mexican border 
boomtowns that is part of a global production 
system. "People say 'Tecate, that's where they make 
that beer,' but Tecate is fast becoming 'where they 
make that car, where they make that television,'" 
says Jose Bravo, Coordinator of the Border Justice 
Project of the bi-national Southwest Network for 
Environmental and Economic Justice. 

In Tijuana, residents refer to the border as la linea, 
the line. La linea has come to demarcate more than 
a political boundary. It locates both Mexico and the 
United States on opposite sides of the coin in a 
global system of trade and production. 

On a recent visit to California, Mexican president 
Ernesto Zedillo told corporate executives that south- 
ern California and Baja, California are rapidly 
becoming a single economy, which Zedillo opti- 
mistically promises will be the most dynamic eco- 
nomic growth area of the world for the next cen- 
tury. California Governor Gray Davis told a town 
meeting in Los Angeles that, "When Mexico's 
economy thrives, California benefits. And, when 
California thrives, Mexico benefits." 

Official optimism aside, it is the maquiladora that 
has turned Mexico into California's number one 


Foreign companies import machinery and 
materials duty free and export finished prod- 
ucts to the US. Top management is usually 
foreign, while Mexican subcontractors of- jjyfc 
ten supply the labor force. Shiny, modern 
industrial parks, known as export process- V 
ing zones in pre-North American Free Trade ^ M 

Agreement days, house scores of factories. § 

In the 30 years since the first export JH 
processing zones opened, nearly a mil- 
lion Mexicans have migrated to the bor- 
der to work in the maquiladoras for as 
little as fifty cents an hour. Government Bt 
agricultural policies have made it almost 
impossible to eke out a living in rural 
communities and unemployment in the » jK^9 
interior is rampant. In the 1960s and 70s I 
the first industrial parks attracted textile B a^l 
companies that employed an almost en- 
tirely female workforce. Now some 4,500 foreign 
companies operate plants that assemble electron- 
ics, cars, toys, furniture and medical equipment, 
and men account for more than 40 percent of the 
labor force. 

The export-processing sector is the only part of 
Mexico's economy that's booming. More than a 
million maquiladora workers generate about ten 
billion dollars a year in foreign exchange. But the 
export boom comes at a price: the global race to 
the bottom of the wage scale, tens of thousands of 
workers made ill by inadequate occupational 
health protections, rampant sex discrimination, 
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Workers who become pregnant 
are sometimes fired. Women also face sexual ha- 
rassment, unequal pay for the same work as men 
and a glass ceiling that prevents their promotion 
to middle management. * 

Some women even pay with their lives when they 
move to the border to find work. There have been 
1 80 murders of young women in Ciudad Juarez over 
the last six years, most of them maquila workers. 
These murders are a grisly reminder of the social 
costs of free trade. 

Although Mexico has tough environmental laws, 
enforcement is lax. There is no "right to know" 
law in Mexico, so workers and communities are 


trading partner. Corporate headquarters remain 
north of la linea , while assembly plants are mush- 
rooming south of the border. Corporations reap 
record profits, while poor and working communi- 
ties on both sides of la linea are consigned to low- 
wage jobs and environmental health hazards. The 
US-Mexico border is a microcosm of North-South 
relations in a global economy where corporations 
call the shots, and poor nations sell off labor rights 
and the environment to the highest bidder. 

The term maquiladora comes from the Spanish 
word maquila, used to describe the payment mill- 
ers historically received from peasants for grinding 
corn. The analogy refers to the "value added" to 


and industrial pollution that threatens communi- 
ties on both sides of the border. "I've had contact 
with more than one hundred companies (operat- 
ing on the border), and I haven't found one that 
respects Mexican labor rights," explains econo- 
mist Jaime Cota, who counsels maquiladora work- 
ers on their rights. 

The debate around the passage of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement(NAFTA) shone a 
spotlight on these issues. Despite environmental 
and labor agreements signed after protests by 
activists from Mexico, Canada and the United 
States, these problems have not gone away. In 
fact, they've gotten worse. 


denied information about the toxins to which 
they are exposed. Companies pollute freely, de- 
grading the border. Toxic waste, which should be 
returned to the US or other countries by law, is 
often stored on site, posing a health risk to work- 
ers and surrounding communities. Border com- 
munities report a deterioration of public health 
ranging from respiratory problems to skin irrita- 
tions and neurological disorders believed to be 
caused by industrial pollution. 

Occupational health and safety laws also go 
unenforced in Mexico, where workers are rou- 
tinely exposed to a range of solvents, glues and 
other toxic chemicals. Warning labels are fre- 
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the materials that are assembled on the border. 
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Industry executives, like Dale Robinson, former 
president of the Western 
Maquiladora Trade Asso- 
ciation, assert that Mexi- 
cans benefit from jobs and 
. | government mandated 
training and education. 
"People in the plants have 
jobs that are helping pro- 
vide a living for their 
families," says Robinson. 
But wages on the border 
have remained stagnant, 
ranging between fifty 
cents and a dollar an 
hour, since the first ex- 
port processing zones 
were opened in 1965. 
The average cost of liv- 
ing for a family of four is 
estimated at three to four 
times that. 

"Of course it's not 
enough to feed a fam- 
ily, " comments Cipriana 
Jurado, Coordinator of 
the Worker Research and 
Solidarity Center (CISO) 
in Ciudad Juarez, across 
the border from El Paso, 
Texas. Jurado worked in 
maquiladoras for ten 
years, from the age of 
13, before becoming a 
full-time organizer. 
Meanwhile, attempts to 
organize independent la- 
bor unions have met 
with repression. 

Sex discrimination in 


quently in English, making them of little use to a 
Spanish-speaking workforce. Workers often leave 
their jobs rather than endure the harassment that 
demanding enforcement of occupational safety 
codes would bring. 

While political leaders celebrate the economic 
integration of northern Mexico and the south- 
western United States, they fail to acknowledge 
that the benefits of free trade are not equal. The 
true winners are not citizens on either side of the 
frontier, but transnational corporations. If corpo- 
rations operate beyond borders, so too must the 
movement that seeks to combat the environmen- 
tal and human rights violations committed by 
those companies. Cross-border organizing 
strengthens links between labor, women's and 
environmental justice movements internation- 
ally. As the victory over the proposed Sierra Blanca 
nuclear waste dump in Texas shows, the power of 
bi-national coalitions can be formidable. 

The obstacles to organizing on either side of la 
linea are enormous. Activists must bridge the 
gap in unequal resources, cultural and linguistic 
differences, and face the slow pace of change. Yet 
grassroots activists are increasingly recognizing 
their common interests. Activists are not looking 
to either the Mexican or US governments to 
provide the answers. Instead, they are working 
on solutions that will come from the bottom up 
in communities along both sides of the border. 

The days may be numbered for sleepy-little- 
towns-turned-boomtowns to remain a paradise 
for industry. In Tecate, community activists are 
fighting contamination of the local river by the 
brewery, the privatization of a public park and 
the destruction of ancient petroglyphs by a de- 
veloper. They say their fight has only just begun. 

For more information, contact the Southwest Net- 
work for Environmental and Economic Justice at 
POB 7399, Albuquerque, NM 87194; (505) 242-0416. 








Women Defend the Bio bio River 

ft V/h the Strength of the -Earth 



Berta. Quintriman and other members ofMapu Domuche Nehuen 


by Monti Aguirre 

"We got together to organize, so we would not be 
forced to abandon our lands. We never want to leave 
our lands," said Rosario Huentiao, one of the 12 
members ofMapu Domuche Nehuen (Women with 
the Strength of the Earth). 

These women live in the Upper Bio bio in Chile 
and are at the center of resistance against the 570- 
megawatt Ralco Dam being built on the Bio bio. 
The Upper Bio bio is a region of scenic narrow 
canyons filled with cypress and araucaria pine 
forests, 100-foot waterfalls which feed the magnifi- 
cent Bio bio River, and the majestic snowy peak of 
the Callaqui volcano. 

Rosario, Julia, Nicolasa, Berta, Aurelia, Rosa, Irma, 
Lucy, Maria, Gertrudiz, Francisca and Hilda belong 
to the Pehuenche Mapuche indigenous group. Most 
of them are the head of their household. Along 
with hundreds of others living in this beautiful 
valley, these women and their families face dis- 
placement from the Upper Bio bio Valley because 
of the Ralco Dam. The women's group came to- 
gether in 1998 when construction began on the 
dam which would flood 3,400 hectares of prime 
agricultural lands, drown native forests and 
threaten the survival of animal species such as the 
Andean fox, puma, southern sea otter, blackneck 
swan and the Andean condor. 

Irma explains the difficulties of the group's fight, 
"The Pehuenche have little political experience, 
and many of us do not speak or write Spanish. I 
didn't even know that there was an indigenous law 
to back us up." The national indigenous law pre- 
vents developers from starting construction on 
projects like Ralco until all indigenous people whose 
lands would be taken have given their written 
consent. Irma, who was relocated once before in 
1997 for the Pangue Dam — the first of six dams 
planned for the Bio bio — has not given her consent 
to be moved for Ralco. 

Pangue Dam did not set a good precedent for 
those who would lose land to dams in the Bio bio 
region, as the project's resettlement was handled 
very poorly. The national electricity company, 
Endesa, did not fulfill the environmental and social 
obligations of its loan agreement with the Interna- 
tional Finance Corporation (IFC) for the Pangue 
project. Subsequently, Endesa and the IFC worked 
to cover up two reports (both commissioned by the 
IFC) which were highly critical of the treatment of 
the settlers. Although the indigenous law is in- 
tended to prevent Endesa from beginning construc- 


tion on the project until 
all affected families have 
signed authorizations for 
land swaps, Irma points 
to the deep tracks of heavy 
vehicles crossing her land 
and the rips in the Earth 
where tractors have torn 
out trees. She says this is 
not the first time that 
Besalco, the Chilean civil 
works company hired by 
Endesa, has gone across 
her land without permis- 
sion. "Endesa pressures us 
a lot, I don't know why 
they are pressuring me to 
sign the land swap if I 
don't want to. This land 
belongs to us." 

Of the 83 families whose 
lands are to be submerged by the dam, eight families 
have resisted signing away their land. Despite this, 
five percent of the dam works has been completed. 
As Besalco trucks go by, billowing clouds of red dust, 
Sara explains that Besalco wanted to remove a huge 
rock sacred to the Pehuenches to build the road. 
"Some Pehuenche ancestors are buried here, and we 
fought until the company finally moved the road 
around the sacred rock." Berta, a 71-year-old mem- 
ber of the group, says she ready to take a stand for 
what is right. "The company is crossing the line. 
They have no respect for us. They act as if they were 
the owners of these lands. We are the owners, we 
have our roots here." 

Endesa has made inroads with some families by 
making promises of jobs and good lands — prom- 
ises that some believe the company cannot keep. 
One man who lives in the Upper Bio bio com- 
ments, "Many men were conquered by the com- 
pany when they were offered jobs. There aren't 
any jobs here. That is why some people are giving 
away their lands." 

The Pehuenche have traditionally been a pastoral, 
raising sheep and chickens and growing crops. In 
the summer they take their animals to higher alti- 
tude pastures. Berta described her daily life, "We 
plant and harvest our land... I have peaches, plums, 
apples, pine nuts, wheat, salmon, the copi-hue tree 
and other trees." Some people who have signed land 
exchanges did not plant crops during the last plant- 
ing season, and as their relocation continues to be 
put off, they have faced food shortages. In April, 


after holding a ceremony "to become spiritually 
strong" as Berta put it, 700 people marched for 35 
kilometers to protest construction of the dam. 

Students, environmentalists and indigenous 
peoples' rights supporters from Chile and other 
parts of the world have come to the area to support 
the Pehuenche. The volunteers camp outside the 
Pehuenche houses and help the families in their 
daily tasks. But most of all they are there to help 
provide security. 

In February, the volunteer camp awoke to 
shootings at two in the morning. Armed goons 
shone bright lights at them while ripping off the 
anti-dam signs posted on a nearby building. The 
protesters have not been deterred. "The children 
want their Bio bio. They want their land, they want 
to be here. I am fighting for the children, for my 
ancestors who are buried here, for the trees ind for 
the Bio bio," said Berta. Aurelia Marihawar , presi- 
dent of Women with the Strength of the Earth said, 
"We don't want the dam, we want them to let us 
live in peace. I am not leaving." 

This article was excerpted from World Rivers Re- 
view, June 1999. For more information, contact the 
International Rivers Network, 1847 Berkeley Way, 
Berkeley, CA 94703; (510) 848-1155; monti@im.org. 

Mapu Domuche Nehuen is requesting donations to 
help cover the cost of transportation, phone, materi- 
als and food. You can also help by organizing educa- 
tional events, donation collections, and letter-writ- 
ing campaigns. They can be contacted through the 
address above. 


Mutants March 

by Igor Budrik 

On June 1, the Moscow Youth 
Yabloko party and the Socio-Eco- 
logical Union staged a protest in 
front of the State Duma, the Rus- 
sian lower chamber of parliament, 
against the import of spent nuclear 
fuel into Russia. The "March of 
Mutants" was prompted by recent 
attempts to amend legislation to 
permit foreign spent nuclear fuel 
imports into Russia for storage 
and reprocessing. 

In February, the Duma proposed 
to amend the environmental pro- 
tection law. The initiative, encour- 
aged by the Ministry for Atomic 
Energy (Minatom), received sup- 
port from almost all the Duma 
factions. Yet the initiative failed 
after protests by the Duma Envi- 
ronmental Committee and non- 
governmental organizations. 


Against the Import of Nuclear Fuel into Russia 


In late April, a group of Duma mem- 
bers came up with a draft law on 
industrial storage and 
reprocessing of 
spent nuclear 
fuel. The 



law was designed to remove all the 
legal roadblocks involved in import- 
ing foreign spent fuel. The State 
Environmental Committee twice re- 
fused to approve the draft. The draft 
has not had a public hearing. 

"The law stands a good chance of 
approval by the State 
Duma if there are no pro- 
tests," said Andrey 
Sharomov, leader of 
Moscow Youth Yabloko 
party. "Duma members 
love to have financial 
backing for the voting, 
so if there are protests, the 
chances are still good. 
However, they would be 
significantly lower, 
Yabloko will oppose this 
law at all levels," 
Sharomov asserted. 
Meanwhile fi- 
nancial backing, 


promised by Minatom, is more than 
tempting for a country with a ru- 
ined economy. Adamov assures 
Russians that spent nuclear fuel 
collection from other countries is 
a "$150 billion business" and a 
"golden opportunity for Russia." 

"If the law is approved, Russia 
will become an international 
nuclear dumpsite, while Minatom's 
bureaucrats and their lobbyists in 
the Duma will get billions of dol- 
lars in their bank accounts," states 
Vladimir Slivyak, Socio-Ecological 
Union's anti-nuclear campaigner. 

In the meantime, the US based 
Non-proliferation Trust Inc. has 
proposed that Minatom collect 
and ship 6,000 metric tons of 
spent fuel to Russia. 

Please contact the Socio-Ecologi- 
cal Union International, POB 211, 
121019 Moscow, Russia; 7-095- 
278-4642; anc@ecoline.ru. 
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Timber industry officials stood three basted the legislation, which guaran- Essentially, the Forest and Fish standing in sensitive habitat. As par- 
deep and shoulder-to-shoulder behind tees the timber industry the right to Agreement will allow timber tial compensation, the timber in- 

Washington Governor Gary Locke as cut trees unmolested in exchange for companiesto operate for 50 years with dustry will get a tax break worth $6 

he signed landmark legislation on June changes in logging practices intended impunity in areas considered home miliion annually. 

7 intended to protect loggers from envi- to protect salmon. "This bill is a sell- to federally endangered or threat- The National Marine Fisheries Ser- 
ronmental regulations. The officials, out to the timber industry, pure and ened salmon. In exchange, the tim- vice (NMFS) is the agency responsible 

whowerejoinedbypolitidansandsome simple, "said Dave Mann, president of ber industry must give up $2 billion for the recovery of West Coast salmon 

"tribal leaders," clapped and cheered the Washington Environmental Coun- worth of timber along streams and runs. In hearings on the proposal, 

when Locke signed the measure after cil. "It gives the timber industry con- rivers and on steep hillsides, and NMFS told lawmakers that the agree- 

saying it offered threatened, wildsalmon trol of future logging rules, gives them they are expected to rehabilitate log- ment would virtually exempt the in- 

"the highest level of protection... on a multi-million dollar tax cut and al- ging roads considered a threat to dustry from federal intervention and 

forest lands of any state in the nation." lows them to continue to cut trees too salmon streams. Owners of small tim- third-party lawsuits that prevent log- 

Outside the governor's packed con- close to streams, threatening salmon ber lots will receive 50 percent com- gers from damaging salmon habitat, 

ference room, environmentalists lam- and water quality. " pensation from the state for trees left 

T he Almighty Pacieic Salmon 

continued from page l ESA is of questionable value. It doesn't stop activi- 
ties that imperil species before they are in desperate 
It is all too apparent how Euro- American coloni- danger, and it's impractical because the cost of such 
zatioh of the Northwest has altered our environ- late reforms can be astronomical. Initial careful 
ment. The dominant human culture is no longer planning would be more logical, as would legal 
committed to respect and sustainability. This wealthy tools that force unethical developers, industrial- 
place, with forests that contain as much biomass as ists and governments to take more than just 
any ecosystem in the world, has been ruthlessly profits into consideration. But such laws don't 
mined of resources that had every potential of being exist or aren't enforced, 
indefinitely sustainable. Methods to improve conditions for Pa- 

Northwesterners with chainsaws, bulldozers, engi- cific salmon in the Northwest are obvi- 
neering degrees and ambition to accumulate mate- ous. Dams must go. For years, hydro- 
rial wealth have not properly venerated our good electric dams have been identified 
fortune. Ancient forests, rivers and native animals as the single biggest murderer of 
have been removed by force, encroachment or poi- salmon, followed by overfishing 
son. Now we are faced with the possibility that and habitat destruction due to 
Cascadia's unimaginably abundant salmon runs may logging. 

have been decimated to the point of no return. The Hatchery fish also kill wild 
notoriously reluctant federal government has finally salmon, by spreading disease and 
admitted the crisis, listing nine more Pacific salmon eating or competing with the 
runs — ecologically significant units (ESUs) — under wild fish. Hatchery production 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The remarkable is often grafted on to otherwise 
loyalty of Pacific salmon to their natal streams has well-planned community resto- 
meant ecologically significant genetic differentia- ration projects. With effective habi- 
tion between their seven different species. tat restoration, wild salmon will eventu- 

Pacific salmon are born in freshwater forest streams ally re-inhabit a creek. It may take a hun- 
and go to sea to enjoy oceanic adventures until dred years, but humans must be patient, 
adulthood. To reproduce, they return to the streams To begin with, water must be treated with 

where they were born. To get there, they may have respect. Fall, winter and spring in the North- 

traveled up to 10,000 miles through the ocean and west is a long, wet experience. Rain washes UXV UiUJU lUHUV,^ . V/ll 111 V. V^V1U1111/1U XU T v * / 

1,500 miles up a raging river without eating. Though streets of cities and towns and farms into sewers, commercial fishing of Coho in the fall has 

Pacific salmon may swim together in the ocean, ditches and creeks, meeting the big waters of the nearly wiped out traditional upstream runs. Still, 
they only spawn with others of their own run, Puget Sound, the Columbia River and smaller salmon that spawn until the winter have man- 
keeping the runs unique. After a run is extirpated, it salmon-bearing streams and lakes. It is important to aged to survive. Run changes can and do occur 
can take a hundred years before a new run is re- reduce ground contaminants because all land is part within a few generations, changing the potential 
established by the small percentage of fish who of some waterway. Fertilizers and pesticides need to for survival. 

explore new territory. be abolished, and petroleum products must be care- No one really knows exactly what will fix the 

In March 1999, Ozette Lake sockeye, Hood Canal fully disposed of. Even high concentrations of do- problem of salmon declines. It is unclear whether our 
summer run chum, Puget Sound Chinook, Colum- mestic pet waste near streams creates bacteria that mitigation attempts are having a real effect — salmon 
bia chum, Lower Columbia Chinook, Upper kill salmon. During the Northwest's summer exist on a much bigger time scale than we do. When 
Willamette Chinook and steelhead, and Middle drought, water use in cities and draining of creeks in we improve the conditions for salmon, we improve 
Columbia steelhead were all listed as threatened rural areas must be reduced and regulated. the probability of their survival. But it is arrogant and 

under the ESA. Upper Columbia Spring Chinook Will human beings, bioregion-wide, decide to presumptuous to beat our chests about the good 
were listed as endangered. These fish join the pre- take action to make their habits fit with salmon things we've done or will do for salmon. The hydro- 
carious company of 16 other Pacific salmon ESUs on needs? Seattle Mayor Paul Schell says, "As we work electric, timber, agriculture and commercial fishing 
the West Coast of the lower 48 states, four deferred to save the salmon, it may turn out that the salmon industries will invariably attempt to circumvent the 
or proposed listings, and six candidate groups. These save us. " This refers to the widespread concern that ESA listing as it startsforcing institutional changes of 
new listings are the first to affect a large region with local beauty is being destroyed by runaway urban how we treat the wild. 

numerous urban centers. - and suburban development. Changes that would Nawa speculates that what really might help 

As an endangered species, salmon have a unique benefit Pacific salmon would benefit innumerable salmon is the magnitude eight or nine earthquake 
constituency of support. There will be costs associ- other native animals and ecosystems, as well as the predicted for Cascadia in the next couple hundred 
ated with the institutional and lifestyle changes air, water, aesthetic and recreational values, and years. Such an event, which in the past caused 
needed to allow salmon to thrive in a populated area, everything we hold near and dear. extirpations of salmon runs by blocking waterways, 

but Native American tribes, sports and commercial "Saving the salmon," however, is a painfully could unleash nature's power and take out hundred 
fisherman, newcomers and old timers alike support anthropocentric way of putting it, and it may be of dams, freeing waterways for salmon. If an impov- 
protection of the ocean-going fish. The salmon's impossible. Rich Nawa, a Southern Oregon ecolo- erished or defunct government was unable to re- 
predicament is undoubtedly linked to human well- gist who helped get federal listing for Oregon build the destructive infrastructure, all the better, 
being, and this support creates some optimism for Coho and steelhead runs, insists that only salmon Imagine a future in which salmon are spawning in 

their survival. But can the Northwest adapt when it can save salmon. The minimal mitigation offered the rubble of the Seattle Kingdome. Humans and 

is flooded with hundreds of new residents everyday? to salmon habitat needs is now pathetically un- our concrete structures are temporary. May salmon 

Can they take action as a bioregion? balanced compared to what humans have done to survive our measly attempts to "save" them and 

The ESA is used by environmentalists because it's degrade and destroy their habitat in the last two may the Salmon Nations live to flourish and swim 

the best tool available to keep non-humans in this hundred years. According to Nawa, salmon are in uncountable numbers through Cascadian rivers 

country from going extinct. Ultimately though, the evolving quickly in their attempt to survive hu- once again. 
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for Shrimp? 


protect coastlines from storms, and 
prevent erosion. 

If having their primary resource de- 
stroyed and losing access to the sea is 
not enough, the contamination from 
the shrimp ponds is yet another blow 
to the villagers struggle to survive. These 
aquaculture ponds not only occupy 
extensive land areas but also require 
unbelievable consumption of water. 
Just as other monoculture crops are 
highly susceptible to disease and pest 
outbreaks, so is shrimp aquaculture. 
Farmers rely on tremendously large 
amounts of pesticides, antibiotics and 
chemicals. The contaminated water is 
flushed regularly, discharging concen- 
trated chemicals, shrimp waste and 
excess food into the sea. Those with 
small agricultural plots surrounding 
the shrimp farms often find their land 
salinized by the ponds, turning once 
productive farmland into wasteland 
and leaving groundwater undrinkable. 

Meanwhile, we in the North sit back, 
munching on our shrimp, completely 
unaware that we cause the problem. 
Each time we consume shrimp, we not 
only accept this exploitation, but ap- 
prove. I don't think I can sum up my 
feelings any better than the commu- 
nity activist from India, Jacob Raj, who 
said, "It is a brutal process by which the 


protein is extracted from the poor 
people and the land which is owned by 
the poor people, and this extraction is 
to feed the bloated stomachs of the 
rich. This is certainly a violation of the 
right to life." 

But I am here among these barefoot, 
partially dressed, malnourished chil- 
dren thinking how easy it is to not eat 
shrimp. Being in these communities, 
talking with the people, witnessing 
their struggle, seeing the powers that 
they are up against and the extensive- 
ness of the shrimp farms (the ponds 
stretch as far as my eye can see in what 
was once mangrove forest) has frus- 
trated me. I am angry that these people, 
equal to you and I and deserving of 
the same basic rights, have their lives 
in jeopardy because of money. I hope 
people still have enough of a con- 
science to educate themselves and to 
act. As one local fisherman put it, 
"Each shrimp is a teardrop that be- 
longs to one of us. That is how much 
we have suffered." 

I ask each and every one of you to 
fight against Goliath. The problem is 
on your table. The solution is in your 
hands. Shrimp comes from destruc- 
tive, exploitative operations in devel- 
oping countries. Don't eat shrimp, 
don't buy shrimp, don't sell shrimp. 


by Laurie Hergott 

In this small village on the northern 
coast of Ecuador, many of the locals 
depend completely on the sea for their 
livelihood. I have just spent two hours 
on horrible roads in the back of a 
pickup truck, only to have my passage 
blocked by the existence of artificial 
ponds built to cultivate shrimp. After 
an hour of walking in knee-deep mud 
between the farms, we reached a boat 
that was able to take us to the commu- 
nity of Bolivar. 

As I sit here in this wooden hut 
swatting flies and dripping with sweat, 
I listen to the local women discuss the 
loss of their livelihood as concheras 
(collectors of shellfish). The loss is the 
result of the shrimp aquaculture which 
has come with bulldozers, clearcutting 
hectares and hectares of mangrove for- 
est. Cemeteries have even been dug up 
for shrimp production. 

The women's weathered hands and 
facesare outward signs of a daily 
struggle that few in the North can 
relate to. This is a livelihood that has 
been destroyed by our consumption. 
Here in Ecuador, like so many other 
developing countries with tropical 
coastlines, the shrimp industry has 
arrived and expanded, wreaking 
havoc ecologically, socioeconomi- 
cally and culturally, using its politi- 
cal and economic power to ensure its 
expansion. 

•The same ponds that blocked my 
access to the community also block 
the locals daily access to the sea and to 
major transport routes. Not only has 
the destruction of the mangroves taken 
away their food, building materials, 
and the basis of a productive food 
chain (on which thousands of aquatic 
and terrestriaMife forms depend), it 
has also disrupted the natural balance 
of the coast. The specialized system of 
stilt-like roots of mangrove trees not 
only have the unique ability to filter 
salt water, but also regulate the tide, 


Bloedfl, based in Vancouver, 
Canada, employs 9,500 in Ijlorth 
America. Weyerhaeuser's chairman, 
Steve Rogel, described it as "an ex- 
cellent, strategic combination." 

British Columbia’s nationalistic 
New Democratic Party government, 
which controls the province's forest 
resources, could fight the takeover; 
it has done so in the past. 


Spotted Owls Declining Twice 
as Fast 

In a lawsuit filed June 30 in Se- 
attle, the Native Forest Council, Earth 
Island Institute and Friends of the 
Brietenbush Cascades charged that 
the federal government's five-year- 
old forest management plan has 
failed to stop the decline of the 
Northern spotted owl. The lawsuit 
claims that the endangered birds are 
disappearing twice as fast today as 
they were before the Northwest For- 
est Plan went into effect. 

Using the government's own 1999 
spotted owl study as ammunition, 
the suit declared the entire forest 
plan ineffective and demanded a halt 
to all national forest timber sales. 

Within 16 study areas, nowhere 
has the population increased sig- 
nificantly, and in many places it has 
dropped sharply. 

Forged by President Clinton in 
1993, the forest plan sought to set 
aside enough old-growth forest to 
halt the decline of the owl, while 
still providing enough timber to fuel 
rural economies and keep mills run- 
ning. The lawsuit charges that fed- 
eral agencies exploit "loopholes” in 
the plan to sell more timber. Forest 
Service officials would not comment 
on the lawsuit. 


Mangrove swamp forest, prime shrimp habitat 


Fishworkers in India Killed by 
Police for Resisting Aquaculture 


Ward Valley Victory, but It's 
Not Over 

The fight to stop the radioactive 
waste dump proposed for Ward Val- 
ley is a step closer to victory. Califor- 
nia Governor Gray Davis has just 
announced that the state will not 
appeal the US District Court deci- 
sion to postpone approval of the 
proposed dump. The governor also 
announced the formation of a panel 
to look at alternatives, but the panel 
is to be headed by a nuclear waste 
generator employee. 

Despite press reports announcing 
the dump proposal is over, it's not! 
Governor Davis still refuses to with- 
draw the state's application to the US 
Interior Department requesting the 
valley for the dump. The governor 
continues to violate environmental 
justice and keep alive a dump pro- 
posal that threatens to contaminate 
Indian land and the Colorado River, a 
water source for 22 million people. 

Call the governor today and de- 
mand the dump be stopped, phone/ 
fax (916) 445-2841 . Contact Save Ward 
Valley at 107 FSt., Needles, CA 92363; 
(760) 326-6267; fax 326-6268; www. 
shundahai.org. 


Police raided the fishworker's village that night. They 
mercilessly beat villagers, threw tear gas shells, and fired 
their weapons without provocation. 

During a demonstration on June 5, fishworkers sat on the 
rail lines at Rambha, Khallikote, Bhusandapur and other 
stations stopping traffic for 12 hours. At the Bhubaneswar 
station, 600 women carrying their children stopped the 
Chennai-Howrah Koromandal Express. Eight trains were 
canceled. 

In the capital, Bhubaneswar, the demonstration was to- 
tally successful. Thousands of fishworkers from Chilika and 
adjacent areas made a human wall in the city, and vehicular 
traffic was totally shutdown. Shops closed, and office work- 
ers left their jobs. Police arrested 2,000 people. 

Twenty-five thousand fisherpeople blockaded the main 
approach road to the Orissa State Capitol on July 2. During 
the protest, a delegation of workers held talks with the 
chief minister who reassured the leaders that all aquacul- 
ture will be banned in Chilika. 

The struggle against industrial aquaculture must con- 
tinue. To contact the World Forum of Fish Harvesters and 
Fishworkers write to NAMP Velankanny, Junction, 
Valiathura, Thiruvananthapuram 695 008, India; +91-471- 
50 1376; www.south-asian-initiative.org/wff. 


In late May, four fisherpeople were killed and 13 injured 
as police opened fire against fishworkers who had re- 
turned to their villages after participating in an anti- 
prawn action organized by the labor group "Chilika 
Matsyajibi Mahasangh." 

The disparity between rich government-supported shrimp 
farms and poor fisherpeople in Chilika has been a problem 
for some time. There is a strong movement, supported by 
the National Fishworkers Forum and the World Forum of 
Fish Harvesters, which has steadfastly resisted aquaculture. 
The local people resist aquaculture because it destroys both 
their livelihoods and their environment. 

Chilika lake, the largest brackish water lake in India, has 
been used for aquaculture by the local Mafia for years, with 
the support of local politicians. A Supreme Court judgment 
in 1996 banned all aquaculture within 1000 meters of the 
lake and within the coastal zone. The court ordered the 
demolition of numerous shrimp farms. However, the local 
government in Orissa has challenged the ruling, so the 
shrimping continues. 

The fishworkers organization, supported by the Supreme 
Court decision, gave a 24-hour ultimatum to all the prawn 
farms. The ultimatum lapsed on May 29, and the workers 
destroyed 1 1 illegal prawn farms! 
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Ancient J'onTS'r 'Rescue and Coalition to Stot 'Vail, 

Locxm'Wj^ fOR tMt Lywc 

later, Jeff Berman was removed from the all further obligations to protect lynx habitat in 
tripod and arrested. Two others were the Vail area. This documented proof of the incestu- 
also arrested for refusing to leave their ous relationship between Vail and our government 
friend's sides. agencies has only served to strengthen our resolve 

The front side of the Cat III Free State to stop the Category III expansion dead in its tracks, 
had been dismantled, but the spirit of Cat III expansion is a perfect example of corpo- 
resistance and the batmobile still faced the rate greed overrunning our democratic process 
weary band of camouflage wanna-be sol- and destroying our last remaining wildlands and 
■a. diers. The batmobile was a chore to dis- imperiled wildlife. Cat III is home to 72 species of 
1 mantle and our hero Opie maintained his mammals, 202 species of birds, and five species of 
| lockdown position until the end. First the amphibians. It is also one of the most important 
§ United States Fascist Service and the tracts of land for the imperiled lynx in the South- 
| sheriff's deputies were called in. Next, the ern Rockies. The US Fish and Wildlife Services 
| fire department arrived on the scene in own biologists believe that Vail's expansion could 
their high tech and oh-so-pricey Hummer, lead to the "ultimate extirpation of the lynx" in 
bringing with them enough power tools to the Southern Rockies, yet DC bureaucrats insisted 
continued from the front page dismantle the military defenses of a small country. upon pushing forward with the expansion. 

Bit by bit they took the car apart and jack-ham- Throughout the planning process for this ex- 
EFler Opie locked to the upside-down van in one mered the concrete "dragon" until they got to Opie's pansion, government agencies have insisted that 
of the most amazing roadblocks ever constructed, hand. Eight hours later, Opie was finally removed the lynx has not been seen in the Vail area since 
The newly expanded Cat III Free State erupted in and arrested. 1973, but new FOIAed documents reveal that the 

jubilation! But unfortunately, it was short lived. The fight to save the Two Elk Roadless area has lynx was spotted by wildlife biologists in Cat III as 
Early the next morning, 38 Freddies and police just begun. Few wars have ever been won in one recently as 1992, and DNA samples taken from 
officers dressed in full camouflage, with flack battle. This is the war against corporate destruc- collected hair tested positive for lynx, 
jackets and bullet-proof vests, raided the Free tion of our precious wildlands, and we will not be We cannot allow VA to destroy the most critical 
State. A closure was immediately thrown on the dissuaded. There is an entire summer of protests lynx habitat in the Southern Rockies just because 
area and seven people were arrested. Among the and actions planned. they have enough money to buy off government 

arrestees was Brian Hansen, a journalist with the Through the Freedom of Information Act (FOI A), officials. As Ed Abbey once said, "At some point in 
Colorado Daily. Rosmarino and Wolf, locked with it was learned that VA tried to cut a sleazy deal time we must draw a line in the sand and say, 
"black bears" to the cherry picker and the truck, with the Colorado Division of Wildlife recently 'Thus far and no further.'" Now is such a time, 
were painstakingly sawed free by the local fire asking for a quid pro quo agreement, whereby VA To find out more, contact the Coalition to Stop 
department and arrested for blocking a public would pay $200,000 towards lynx reintroduction Vail at POB 3155, Boulder, CO 80307; (303) 545- 
road and violating a closure order. Three hours in Southern Colorado if they were released from 6203; stopcat3@earthnet.net.; www.stopvail.net. 



Taylgk Ranch —Acti 

by Red at rockstarr 

We entered Taylor Ranch in the cool early morning with 
lockboxes. Two full trailers of scalped logs provided us with action; 
people quickly locked down. The first reactions by the loggers and 
drivers were violent and aggressive but we immediately began 
dialog. It was the first of many hours of frank and honest commu- 
nications with those who make their living in the logging industry. 

We discovered that we were little fish attacking other little fish 
in our outrage towards what has been done to this land. 

Emotions escalated and de-escalated. More and more for- 
est workers came on the scene and, with each, we discussed 
our issues, their issues and other human activities, such as 
football, boating and Twister. Law enforcement officers used 
pain compliance holds and other illegal maneuvers, catching 
the loggers between a hesitant sympathy for our situation 
and the prospect of job loss. With six activists hauled away 
violently, the rest of us had many hours in the hot sunshine, 



You can see for miles from up here 


.ggceks Make Rkienvs 

to create bonds which defied obstacles of class, gender and 
political beliefs. 

The action culminated with a teach-in with the loggers and 
drivers. Emotions were mixed as we discussed the differences 
between targets, tactics and effectiveness. Taylor, the big 
boss, was far removed from the logging operation. I would 
have never imagined myself leaving a successful action walk- 
ing out the front gate. But I did, along with all the other mass- 
march protesters and the lock-down group. We made an 
amazing connection with a segment of the populace that 
■§. often doesn't see us as other small fish, other workers and 
| other human beings. 

x Some loggers and drivers at the front gate smiled to activists 
I they had connected with. I even saw one driver hug an activist 
I’ whom he had assaulted early in the morning. It was the most 
s emotional action I had ever participated in. I never imagined 
that a logger would see me as a person. 


Everyone seemed to love it so the Journal is once again 
proud to present "£ lassie Moments In Earth First! 
History." This article, written by Mike Roselle, is 
reprinted from IS years ago, Lugnasadh 1984. 

Pyramid Creek, Oregon, July 25: There have been 
37 arrests by Linn County Sheriff's deputies since 
we began our campaign of nonviolent interference 
to stop logging in the Middle Santiam. In the 
beginning, on May 5, six people were arrested for 
occupying a blasting site loaded with dynamite. 
They were charged with disorderly conduct and 
released. On June 4, 15 more people were arrested 
blocking a bridge over Pyramid Creek, taken to jail 
and charged with disorderly conduct. All except 
one were released without bail. Sarah Barton re- 



mained in the Linn 
County jail on a fast 
for eight days to pro- 
test the logging. She 
was charged with a 
misdemeanor and 
finally released 
without bail. 

The July 17 
blockade of a 
bridge across Pyra- 


Deputy drags S. Peterson by the hair, mid Creek saw the 
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BLOCKADERS ROUGHED UP 
IN MIDDLE SANTIAM 


first eruption of unprovoked police violence. Pro- 
testors were dragged by the beard, hair and had 
their arms twisted. Seven were arrested, and two 
of them were released. 

On July 18, the five protestors who remained in jail 
were taken into District Court to be arraigned but were 
taken back to their cells and charged with contempt of 
court after refusing to give their names to the judge. 
They have refused food since they were arrested and 
have also refused to cooperate with the court until all 
charges against them are dropped. The have been in 
custody for over a week at the time of this writing. 

Another blockade was held on the Pyramid Creek 
bridge on July 23. Five were arrested for blocking 
traffic and charged with disorderly conduct. But, in a 
suprising twist, three other people were arrested on 
felony charges of refusing to help deputies load the 
arrested demonstrators into the patrol car. One of 
those arrested on felony charges, Paul McAdams, was 
a reporter for The Alliance, a Portland newspaper, who 


cited an injured back for not toting blockaders to 
the paddy wagon. He and the others singled out 
were taken away even though there were US Forest 
Service and Willamette Industries employees 
present who could have been called upon to assist 
the deputies. It was later revealed that this sleazy 
scheme was planned in advance by the district 
attorney and sheriff's department. 

Police brutality, trumped-up felony charges, 
harssment of the media, and clumsy attempts to 
arrest those considered to be "leaders" are just a few 
of the Nazi-style tactics being used by Linn County 
Sheriff's deputies and the Forest Service to break the 
spirit of this campaign. But to no avail! Never has 
our commitment been stronger to see this struggle 
througltto a success- 
ful conclusion. We 
will not be intimi- 
dated nor will we rest 
in our efforts to save 
the great forests of the 
Pacific Northwest. 

For the rest of the 
story and other inter- 
esting history, send $4 

for a back issue; $ 400 Deputy on his aSs in the dM 
for all we got. a fter Peterson’s hair pulls out. 
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feral 


Welcome to a special “blankwall” edition of feral: a jour- 
nal towards wildness. We are a new magazine coming 
from a biocentric and anarchistic perspective. Our hope is 
to create a new venue for open dialogue to further the 
biocentric and anarchist movements in both theory and 
practice; we are trying to create a path (or many paths) to 
defend the present wilderness and find the wild side of 
humans. Since we are new, all the costs of this project 
come out of mine and my co-editor's pockets, so if you 
find the ideas expressed in this blankwall intriguing please 
contact us. 

Co-editor 
Chris Kortright 


Born Caged 

by Anonymous 

I was bom in prison. I grew up in prison. Except for brief escapes I have been 
incarcerated my entire life. This shapes how I think and act. I am so accustomed to my 
impoverished conditions that I often forget that I am a prisoner. I will never truly know 
what I have lost. Nor will you. 

The function of the prison system is often described in the conservative moralistic 
terms of “punishment” or in the more liberal (but currently laughable) ideas of “rehabili- 
tation.” Don’t be fooled. The purpose of prisons is a political one: to maintain order 
through force. People are isolated from one another and from their community and 
placed in an artificial environment where every moment and every detail is about 
exercising control over the individual. Cops, courts and jails seek only one thing and it 
is not justice, it is obedience. 

We are all subjected to a military model of discipline. This is to be expected in a society 
that embraced the factory with its intrinsic need for time regimentation, compartmentaliza- 
tion and crushing of worker autonomy. Military-style obddience is cultivated by indoctri- 
nation (schooling), removal from one’s community (the natural world), imposition of 
authority (teachers, landlords, bosses, police) and finally the threat of leg-irons and the 
brig. Prison is merely the last stop for the rebel, the non-conformer, the dissatisfied and 
broken souls in a chain of authoritarian, prison-like settings. 

By establishing Indian reservations under the watchful eye of the military, the US 
government created a type of minimum-security prison with the puipose of isolating 
and controlling entire populations. (“Domesticating the wild Indian” and thus clearing 
the way for domesticating the land.) There were no attempts to justify this confinement 
with the rhetoric of crime and punishment. The European mindset, hell-bent on exerting 
control and order over the landscape, was too self-consumed to bother much with 
justifications, unless to shroud government policies in the mutterings of benevolent 
paternalism. By severing their relationship with the land and by forced schooling of 
their children, government policy attempted to assimilate the rich diversity of Native 
cultures into the increasingly bland American melting-pot with the single-mindedness of 
the Borg on Star Trek. 

Eventually the colonizers entrap themselves in their systems of oppression. The cities 
and later the suburbs become cages teeming with humanity but devoid of relationships 
with other beings. We become isolated from the larger biological community, separated 
from the natural world which gives context to all that humans do. Prepackaged enter- 
tainment designed for individual consumption replaces social events that build commu- 
nity (e.g., kitchen dances, contra dances, bam raisings, festivals community sings). 
Technology increasingly mediates interactions amongst people and interactions between 
humans and the natural world. We are trapped in ever more constricting spheres of 
aloneness, narcissism and pacification. 

I first became aware of my status as a prisoner in high school. Subjected to thousands 
of hours of confinement, sitting at a desk, monitored and surrounded by walls, my 
compulsion to escape grew uncontrollable like wildfire. I forged countless passes (the 
administration must have believed that I was a very sickly child) and then I would walk 
along the still-wild streambanks. I began to sense that if school was prison, then my 
suburban neighborhood was the prison yard, part of the controlled environment. My 
rambling walks gave me a taste of freedom, a taste of my kinship with critters other than 
leashed dogs, potted plants and manicured lawns. But I returned to my domesticated 
life like a dog who escapes for a run around the neighborhood but comes back 
when the belly grows hungry. All those years of education hadn’t given me any 
skills for living outdoors. 

There are one-and-a-half million Americans behind bars and razor wire. This is the 
first clue that our society is oriented around incarceration. But each one of us leads a life 
of imprisonment where schooling is essentially mandatory, followed by compulsory 
labor in adulthood. This expansive penal colony maintains order in three ways. 

First, various levels of confinement have been established. People who don’t 


a journal towards wildness 



follow the rules are stripped of their limited freedoms and moved to a more restrictive 
institution. Supermax facilities and “the hole” are no more than small concrete boxes, 
no more than eight corners. A medium security installation allows contact with other 
prisoners and occasionally with the sun and the wind. A minimum-security installa- 
tion might even allow contact with plants and soil through landscaping duty or a 
roadside clean-up crew. Cities allow free association amongst humans and pigeons. 
Suburbs have fuzzier boundaries where wildness creeps in despite all the pruning, the 
herbicides and the roadkill. 

The second method of maintaining order is by providing limitless distractions. TV 
is the great pacifier within the prison walls. At decreasing levels of confinement, 
more associations are permitted but more distractions also exist. The plethora of 
hobbies, toys, videos, techno-gadgets and consumer junk grows logarithmically with 
each holiday season. 

The third method of maintaining order is by denying prisoners the skills, the 
means and the attitudes necessary to successfully live outside, so that they will end up 
back inside. The systems of confinement - are thereby perpetuated but without appear- 
ing to be overly repressive. Prisoners seem to end up back in prison because of their 
own desires or shortcomings. This is true for inmates released from prison and 
equally for each one of us wanting to be released from the grip of techno-industrial 
society. (Observe the difficulty that even seasoned Earth First !ers experience camping 
' away from vehicles, sleeping outside of tents, venturing away from the campfire, 
foraging food, exploring the night. How many of us have actually spent an entire 
season or two in the Big Outside?) 

Although all cultures have well-defined social norms that constrain freedom, no 
other culture has so effectively and drastically isolated its members in a realm of 
human artifacts, built environment and self-referential lore. 

For over half a millennium in the Americas, both colonizers and colonized have 

, continued on page 4 

MISSION STATEMENT 

feral is a quarterly magazine dedicated to the expansion of biocentric and anarchistic 
theory and practice, feral promotes wildness in all species including humans. 

Biocentrism: The belief that all living things (including humans) exist for themselves; 
that they should live and flourish without interference and domination by the human 
race. A biocentric outlook searches for the wildness in everyone and fights for the tamed 
and enslaved to go free and feral... 

Anarchy: Opposition to all forms of institutionalized authority (including domination of 
the natural world). Promotion of a society based on mutual aid and self-sufficiency, 
feral will not let its discussions and dialogues be hindered by any “isms.” We are 
dedicated to advancing the theories and practice of biocentrism, anarchy and just about 
anything intriguing; we must break the boundaries of ideology. We move beyond 
industrialism, reform environmentalism and Marxist-based leftism to explore ideas and 
communities that bring us closer to a feral (re-wild) existence. Our definitions of both 
anarchy and biocentrism are vague to enhance diversity, because in thought as in the 
natural world, diversity is healthier than monoculture. 

SUBMISSIONS: 

feral accepts essays, poetry, art, fiction, photos, rants, letters, etc. Submissions can 
either come typed or by e-mail. Submissions may be edited but by giving us contact 
information we will work with you on the edits. If you want confirmation on whether 
your piece will be use please send us a self-addressed and stamped envelope. All authors 
will receive a complementary copy of the issue in which they appear. 

UPCOMING THEMES: 

feral #3 will focus on future visions ; we are looking to explore the different outlooks we 
all have for the coming years, feral #4 will dive into the tantilizing world of wild sexl 
Use your imagination and join us for a great issue. 

feral: POB 321, 530 Divisadero SF, CA 94117 highwater@hotmaiI.com 





Biocentrism as a Moral 
Imperative 

by James A. Barnes 

Biocentrism: In a way it’s a misnomer. If the Christian God of the Middle Ages is 
dead, and we postmodems have deemed it unseemly and egomaniacal to place Man at 
the center of the universe as the pinnacle of evolution, then perhaps it is fitting to 
eschew ideologies that must place anything at the center at all. Nevertheless, 
biocentrism remains a more subtle philosophy that accords all living species and 
(why not?) material creation an equality in existence that we humans have no 
moral right to trample. 

Whatever your beliefs regarding the origins of life and the world, it is obvious 
that we did not make the creation; therefore simple courtesy demands that it is not 
ours to destroy. And yet apologists for destruction of the biosphere have long 
appealed to human consciousness and awareness of self as an excuse for thoughtless 
abuse of that which is non-self and/or (it is assumed) nonsentient. Again, as the 
biblical prescription of dominion over the earth has waned in its usefulness along 
with the Church, this modem, humanist justification for rotten treatment of other 
living things — the fact that we have big brains — replaced it. Clearly we have here a 
desire to commit dirty deeds in search of a rationale to make it OK. 

Yet self-awareness ought to lead to reflection and mindfulness, not merely 
serve as a tool for the satisfaction of greed and other lusts. Mind you, greed is 
good — not in the Randian sense, but as one of a number of base desires that serve 
as stimuli for an organism’s self-sustaining activities, to obtain food, shelter, 
mates etc. As such, human self-awareness, communication and culture have 
served us very well indeed. But as anyone knows who has found themselves 
battling a weight problem, an addiction, or perhaps even the sociopathic effects of 
overweening ambition, the ability to endlessly satisfy desire creates often more 
intractable problems than privation. 

Where external controls and limits to our desires have been defeated, as is the 
case for many of us in the rich parts of the world, internal self-control becomes 
necessary. We are in many ways in a situation comparable to that of an absolute 
monarch. And being kings, there is no one who will dare to contradict our will or 
refuse us our most unworthy command. Armies of merchants and servants stand 
ready to provide us with meaty treats and tasty snacks; the garment industry, whose 
slaves toil in the most wretched places on earth, presents us with colorful and ever- 
changing fashions. The most beautiful vistas and rare, unspoilt lands are available for 
us to build our clean, warm and well-appointed mansions; and miraculous, blinking 
gizmos and whirring appliances enrich our lives with entertainment and uncomplain- 
ing labor. Of course, to achieve these comforts whole nations have had to be put 
to the sword and whole ecosystems cut, plowed, paved, graded, mined, burned 
and otherwise converted. And yet we still do not, like the mad tyrant or even a 
burger-chomping frat boy, foresee the day when the consequences of our excess 
come home to roost. 

The human strategy of evolving maximal flexibility of behavior cdupled with 
maximal problem-solving ability has led us to an unparalleled success — so far. But 
this flexibility demands from us responsibility, something not asked of creatures who 
are naturally bounded by limits of competition, behavior or other adaptations. Having 
self-conscious awareness of one’s actions must include the ability to prevent over- 
saturation of desires, overabundance of one’s kind, overuse of the resources upon 
which one depends and wisdom to practice mercy and respect for other species we 
might easily destroy. Being relatively unconstrained, we must use our free minds to 
better foster that which is truly in our long-term best interest. Our genes and our base 
instincts cannot do this. Since we are capable of foreseeing the consequences of our 
actions (even if we are often in denial about them), we must exercise ourselves to 
render those consequences beneficial to all existence. 

And why should we do this? To satisfy our own conscience, our ethical sense, 
our feelings of self-esteem, worth, and right and wrong. A moral compass, culturally 
determined and imprinted while young, is the only way to a human sensibility of self- 
control and restraint. Nature may kill us for our acts but it cannot care what we do. 
Each species that we wipe out or river we destroy regards its extinction with the 
equanimity of the unaware. 

We are free to be as horrible as we like to the biosphere, even to the point of self 
destruction, just as a person is free to drink themselves to death if they want. Yet a drunk is 
not free in this society to drive under the influence or otherwise harm innocent people. 
Likewise, we should not grant humans the right to destroy other species in the course of 
our folly. The difference is that our non-human victims do not complain, as though drunks 
were licensed to mow down pedestrians and slaughter other drivers on their way to 
their own high-speed encounter with destiny. We have to police ourselves. 

con’t on page 4 



One of the last photographs of the Ona of Tierra del Fuego, a now extinct tribe of hunters and gatherers 


The Question of Ideology 

by Chris Kortright 

What role does ideology play on our path of resistance? This is an important 
question for the longevity and fluidity of our community (community being larger 
than EF!, all encompassing the resist to industrialism.) The ideologues on every 
side will explain that we need a coherent dialectic to follow and that ideology plays 
an important role in creating a “revolutionary” platform for us to move forward. 
But is this true? Can insurrection come from external ideas or does it need to come 
from within us as individuals and our personal connection to the wild. 

Can ideology fit into a wild insurrection? To answer this question we must de- 
fine ideology. Ideology is false consciousness. It doesn’t come from within us. It 
comes from someone else; an idea created from their experience then given to us as 
a mold. There are many forms of ideology, fitting into every aspect of our lives: 
capitalism, communism, atheism, theism, humanism, rationalism, in the orthodox 
branch anarchism and in academic biocentrism. All of these were created outside of 
us as individuals centering the world outside of our personal experiences. 

Because ideology doesn’t come from within us, we cannot fully experience or 
define it in our own words. Often you hear statements like “Marxism says...” or 
“Biocentrism says...” and “The Bible states...”, instead of “I feel...” or “I think...” 
These external ideas can not be fluid because they are already established in one 
form or another as “legitimate thought.” They are used to justify our actions and 
ideas. Because we don’t trust our own ideas, experiences and desires, we must make 
them valid by fitting them into an external box of thought. It is because we must fit 
into this box instead of letting our ideas stand on their own, that ideology becomes 
rigid and dogmatic. We do not have the ability to change and evolve with ideology 
because it is not ours. We are a part of it instead of it being a part of us. 

This is not to say that the ideologies out there don’t have some good ideas mixed 
up with their dogma. Almost all ideologies can teach us something. They have ideas 
that can expand our individual understanding of the world. But the important thing 
is to take these ideas when they fit in with our personal understanding of life and 
expand them to fit our personal world view. The same goes with sighting individual 
authors. There is a level of comradery and strength in agreement as long as this 
agreement is personal. To say “I agree with John Zerzan when he says...” or “I feel 
that Kirkpatrick Sale made a good point when he wrote...” This is personal, to take 
a personal idea from a conversation or article we read and apply it to our personal 
understanding. This strengthens and supports our ideas while keeping them ours. 
But ideologies such as “biocentrism” or “Marxism” are not individuals. They 
are abstract ideas. To sight these as “legitimate sources” instead of individuals 
as personal sources, you keep the dialogue in academic realms instead of per- 
sonal everyday life. 

Ideology's Effect on Action 

If our ideas become rigid and dogmatic in the midst of ideology, what happens to 
our actions? I answer that our actions become stagnant and ineffective. Factionalizijig 
happens quickly as vicious and ugly fights break out over “moral, correct and right 
tactics.” Just as with our ideas, when we cling to ideology to justify our actions they 
become rigid and do not flow and evolve as is necessary to be effective. 

As long as EF! has existed, there has been an ideological split that has been 
battling under the guise of “strategy.” It again has resurfaced in the last few issues 
of this paper in the wake of the Vail arson. Will this disagreement ever be resolved? 
No, not unless each ideological faction splits into its own ideological movement. 
Or we, as a resistance community, abandon ideological thinking and ideologically- 
driven actions. The debate of sabotage vs civil disobedience is not a strategic de- 
bate; it is a ideological/moralistic debate, thus not leaving room for diversity within 
the community of resistance. 

I am not asking “why can’t we all just get along?” I understand that there are 
differences of opinion and I, myself, have very strong feeling on this topic. My 
opinion is based on my personal experiences, desires and view of efficiency instead 
of ideology or an external moralism. Because this is my understanding and what is 
right for me, I do not judge others (Or try not to) for what is best for them based on 
their experiences and desires. By bringing the debate out of the ideological realm 
into the practical and personal realm we can have authentic discussions on effec- 
tiveness and personal experiences leaving room for our differences. 

WUd Self-theory 

If ideology is destructive for our community of resistance, where should we 
place our ideas? We need to form self-theory based in our own wildness and our 
personal connection to the wild we have experienced. I do not have the same con- 
nections to the wild as my friends who are “desert rats.” They prefer hot and dry 
climates, backpacking in the desert, sage brush and cactus. Just the same they can- 
not know my connection to the ocean, sharks, sea gulls and raccoons. We respect 
and understand each other's desire for a free and wild nature and experience. But we 
can not fully understand each others emotional and personal base connection to the 
wild. 

By creating an ideology around such a personal connection and emotion we 
sterilize and smother these wild desires, emotions and experiences. Our ideas can- 
not be presented in any way but thousands of individual ideas networked for a 
common goal; a wild and free world. Anything short of this is a disgrace to our wild 
visions and the diverse wildernesses we love and defend. 

If we create a resistance community based on a network of self-theorists instead 
of ideologues and slogans, our actions will be more compatible and more produc- 
tive. If the ideological lines have been brought down, we can accept each other’s 
actions as driven by our self-theory and desires thus is correct for our individual 
part of the larger community of resistance. This respect and understanding will help, 
to create a more encompassing and tolerant community towards the diverse tactical 
choices individuals make. Another strength that will come from actions driven by 
the desires of individuals and collectives is raw passion. Not to say that this passion 
is not already there but many individuals feel they need to fit into one “box of 
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How Do We Go Wild: unfinished notes to be 

discussed and acted upon 

by Wolfi Landstreicher 

The destruction of civilization - the network of relationships encompassing the state, 
economy, technology, religion, the family, all forms of authority and control - the overturn- 
ing of domestication - for me, these are revolutionary aims, guidelines towards a way of 
living in insurrection against the present. Though expressed negatively, there is a positive 
vision behind this negation. This positive vision can be spoken of in terms of “wildness.” 
But wildness - especially as an aim for individuals to achieve in revolt against domestica- 
tion and civilization - is an unknown quality. As an anarchist, I am glad about this. There 
can be no experts in human wildness, no leaders to take us there (not even the comrade who 
has lived in the forest for the last fifteen years, viewing it through such civilized ideological 
lenses as “Nature”, “Mother Earth”, “the circle of Life”, even “wilderness” or “ecological 
balance” and seeing himself as the judge of who does or does not know “wildness”.) For 
anyone who can read this and are thus clearly civilized beings, wildness is a concept, an 
idea, which can inspire revolt; but this potential to inspire revolt does not spring from and 
answer this idea may seem to provide (like any liberatory idea which has not slipped into 
ideology, it provides no answers) but from the questions it raises, the problems it opens up. 

Our exporation of the question of human wildness can, of course, include the examina- 
tion of what we know about non-civilized people and how they have lived, with the 
realization that all such knowledge has been filtered through such scientific lenses of 
civilization as anthropology and paleontology. We must avoid delusions of imitating or 
“going back to” the way of life of these people. Even if we chose to attempt such an 
imitation, it would be an imitation of the static image of such a people presented to us by 
our civilized lenses, rather than a re-living of the dynamic of real natural-social relation- 
ships of these people. What is best learned from the examination of anthropological studies 
of uncivilized people is that people have been able to live and live well without all the 
supposed conveniences provided by the complex of social and technological systems that is 
civilization. But again such a realization, free of aijy ideological frame work, does not 
provide answers, but raises questions demanding experimentation and courageous explora- 
tion of possibilities. I emphasize this repeatedly, because too often the rhetoric of anti- 
civilization anarchists is full of asceticism and a morality of sacrifice, wereas I see the 
revolt against civilization to be precisely a revolt against the asceticism imposed by the 


institutions of civilization, a revolt against the channeling of desire into production 
and social reproduction. Within our milieu, there have already been many good 
explorations of what uncivilized cultures might mean to us. I would rather explore 
what “going wild” might mean as an insurrectionary practice in the present. 

One thing to be learned by the examination of anthropology, history and a careful 
look at our present is that human beings are extremely variable and adaptable 
creatures. To speak of a “human nature” in light of what we know of human relations 
with each other and with the world around us seems absurd. Human beings seem to 
have few - if any - instincts, and these few, if they exist at all, seem to involve taking 
the path of least resistance. If this is the case, then “going wild” may well require 
overcoming our instincts. But the level of variability and adaptability in human 
beings, indicates that individuals are capable of such an overcoming. The apparent 
lack of a specific human nature is what allowed human beings to be demesticated, to 
become civilized beings, but it also opens up the possibility of revolt against this 
condition, a revolt which could destroy this condition and transform us into some- 
thing new - because the experiences that we have had as civilized beings would not 
simply disappear, but would affect what we become. A post-civilization “wildness” 
would thus not be a return to a pre-civilized past, but an exploration of new ways of 
relating to the world around us free of the limits imposed by civilization. It’s full 
significance would only be understood at the moment it is created and would change 
from moment to moment as it is recreated in the dynamic flow of interactions that is 
the world, especially in it’s wildness. 

All of this may seem abstract. After all, for the civilized individual, wildness is an 
abstract concept. It will remain no more than this until one is inspired by this idea - 
not as an ideal above oneself, but as a conception of how to create one’s own freedom 
- to rise up in active rebellion against their own domestication and against all of the 
institutions of civilization which impose this domestication. The individual who has 
been so inspired develops a ferocity similar to that found in many feral creatures - 
formerly domesticated animals who have gone wild - but the human individual can 
direct this ferocity at precise targets in a willful insurgence against recognized sources 


NED LUDD WAS RIGHT! - 

The machine IS the enemy. 

Smash it without mercy! 

Don't tell me technology is neutral. Every day I wander this city, and every day machines flash 
lights trying to tell me what to do. Huge tarmac pathways cross my way, upon which gigantic, 
speeding metal machines move, machines capable of killing me if I cross their path and already 
slowly suffocating me with their toxic fumes which fill the air. 

WHY SHOULD I TOLERATE THIS INSANITY? 

NED LUDD WAS RIGHT! 

The machine is the enemy. 

SMASH IT WITHOUT MERCY! 

Around me stand tall buildings, — ugly monstrosities of steel and glass and concrete, overpowering 
in their hugeness and sterility. I dream of them as ruins being eaten by a forest. But for now, 
these structures — the products of machines — house other machines. Machines on which the lies by 
which society defines my life — and the lives of everyone — are recorded, and which, with elec- 
tronic blips and flashes, can transmute the lies and so control our lives. 

I WANT TO SMASH THE LIES! 

NED LUDD WAS RIGHT! 

The machine is the enemy. 

SMASH IT WITHOUT MERCY! ! 

And all of this did not appear from nowhere. The roads, the cars, the traffic lights, the sky- 
scrapers, the computers could not exist if, every day, the lives of millions were not eaten up by 
the factories. Machines control their daily activity, determining their movements, eating up their 
time, to produce more machines. Their only respite comes when the machines which control them 
break down — or when they break them down. Then for a moment, they are not machines. Don't tell 
me technology is neutral — I'm not blind enough to buy that one! 

NED LUDD WAS RIGHT! 

The machine is the enemy. 

SMASH IT WITHOUT MERCY!! 

Can't you see? Each little machine — each car, each computer, each factory, each worker — is not a 
separate entity, a mere individual tool. NO! They are all cogs in one vast machine, the machine of 
social reproduction — and if we let them be, we too are cogs, the gears that manufacture society. 
Will you be a mere cog, a gear, a tool of social order? 

TO HELL WITH THE SOCIAL ORDER AND ITS PHYSICAL BODY: TECHNOLOGY! 

NED LUDD WAS RIGHT! 

THE MACHINE IS THE ENEMY! 

SMASH IT TO POWDER WITHOUT A GRAIN OF MERCY! ! ! ! ! 

And from the dust, a billion flowers bloom. 
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thought” or the other. By expanding the freedom to 
tactics that we desire in the natural world, individuals 
will act from the heart. When an action comes from 
the heart one puts all their effort (and hopefully their 
intelligence) into the form of resistance they choose. 

I live in San Fransisco, California, I have chosen 
not to participate in the Headwaters campaign because 
of our differences of opinion regarding tactics and par- 
ticipation with authorities. If the individuals engaging 
in this campaign have chosen this path I cannot tell 
them they are “wrong.” I will engage in dialogue with 
them, share my ideas and perspective and hear theirs. 
Since we do not have the same desires regarding tac- 
tics. I chose not to work on their campaign, with re- 
spect, because the goal to protect the redwoods I un- 


Ideology 

derstand. Instead of fighting with them about our dif- 
ferences I found a few individuals with similar desires 
towards tactics and I work with them. We fight a simi- 
lar battle on a different front. 

Let us tear down the walls of ideology, free our 
minds and desires towards authentic resistance. For if 
we are fighting for a wild and free world, free beings 
interacting and experiencing each other we can not 
build this world with rules and rigid thought. So, while 
each of us is fighting to free animals and the land it- 
self, let’s remember to also free our desires and our 
own wildness. Think for yourself and act, but most 
importantly think while you act! 



Biocentrism as a Moral Imperative 

con't from page 2 

Evolution persists in reaction to environmental 
stimulus, even the holocaust we have created. In the 
redemption of natural selection, a more strange 
creation will come in time (and there’s plenty of 
time) to replace the species whose lines we have 
truncated. But what would have been is gone, a 
possibility cut short. And only we humans who 
have knowledge of the past and can guess about 
the future will grieve in guilt for the lost, whom 
we have murdered. 

As animals with supple brains and nimble hands 
we will busy ourselves impacting the world’s ecosys- 
tems for as long as we live as a species. If we are to live 
as plain citizens of this world instead of mad kings 
whose subjects (nonhumans and oppressed people) live 
in fear of our whims, we must choose self-discipline. 

In a democracy, all citizens are presumed to be 
equal under the law. Those persons elected to 
positions of leadership are considered servants of the 
people, not their rulers. Neither are they above the 
law; in fact they must bear more scrutiny than 
private citizens. In our present ascendancy, we too 
must take care not to abuse our position of power 
over the biosphere. We will not always be so strong 
and will have to live with our legacy. 


Thus, biocentrism, that places the needs of all 
the world’s creatures on a par with our own; that 
forces us to ask ourselves what our actions will do to 
the least of these, whose claim on life and livelihood 
is as great as any human’s; that requires us to go 
without some of what we desire so that others will 
have anything at all; that demands the mutual respect 
of equals to underpin our dealings with one another; 
that enjoins us from committing crimes against those 
of different species from ourselves; that allows us to 
love our neighbors and fellow citizens rather than 
destroy them through hatred, or worse, through 
ignorant indifference. 


FERAL NEEDS 
YOUR SUPPORT: 

* Submissions 

* Subscriptions 

* Donations 


Born Caged 
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been removed farther and farther from the living 
landscape into more controlled settings. During each 
one of those 500 plus years, the roads have been 
pushed deeper into the wilderness, the fences have 
grown more numerous, the land itself has become 
more imprisoned in human designs that drain away 
its diversity and vitality. 

I do not wish to belittle the horrid conditions 
facing those who have been confined to a far 
greater degree than I, who suffer not just spiritual 
deprivation but daily psychological brutality. 
Rather, I want to acknowledge our affinity with 
those who are spending months, years, lifetimes in 
a hell composed of nothing but concrete and steel. 
Supporting prisoner struggles is important work for 
biocentric anarchists. 

We are all in the same sinking oil tanker. Some of 
us have been confined below decks, while others 
have free roam of the ship. But it is not where any of 
us belongs. Life cannot flourish here. 


How Do We Go Wild 

con't from page 3 
of domestication. 

My point here is that for the insurgent against the 
totality of civilization, wildness is not an answer, not 
an ultimate solution that we will one day come 
upon, but rather a question, a problem to be wrestled 
with everyday. Thus, the practice of wildness must 
be for us a perpetual experimentation, which 
incorporates the willful creation of each moment of 
one’s life for oneself and the willful rejection, 
through destructive action, of authority in all it’s 
forms - and thus of domestication and civilization as 
we know it. Such experimentation will transform us 
and our ways of interacting with the world around 
us. Within the context of civilization , this may be 
the best practical understanding of what wildness 
can mean for us. 

There are no answers here - only questions. But 
it is by the imposition of answers that we- were 
domesticated and by the most cruel and intense of 
questioning that we may overcome this and become . 
our unique selves. 



feral: POB 321, 530 Divisadero, SF, CA 
94117 bighwater@hotmail.com 





In Defense of Misanthropy 


by Ohm Speckled Moonbeam and Phil Werrei 

"Tales of a Recovering Misanthrope" by Anne 
Petermann in the June/July EF! Journal serves as a 
very illustrative example of how guilt-ridden, upper 
class enviros patronize and romanticize dispossessed 
peoples in general, and the indigenous of the world 
and working class in particular, to the detriment of 
all parties concerned. 

The upper class bastions of our movement love 
nothing more than glorifying the "brown" 
peoples of the world, who, as every graduate of 
prestigious east coast universities knows, all 
live(d) in absolute harmony with nature, talking 
to animals and dancing around in egalitarian 
anarchic bliss. Likewise, they love nothing more 
than tossing around their antiquated Marxist 
notions of a revolutionary working class that 
hasn't existed on this continent for more than 60 
years. At the same time, our fearless leaders take 
the silver spoon out of their mouths and with 
unprecedented historical audacity, try and point 
the blame for the global situation on all of North- 
ern society, including the ever so shit upon 
working class they claim to care for so dearly. 

Well guess what? Not all indigenous cultures 
feature(d) "a holistic perspective of oneness with 
the Earth" or each other. (The poster children of 
the woo-brained, the Maya, practiced human 
sacrifice, slavery and genocide up through Span- 
ish colonization and levied incredible destruc- 
tion on the land around them. In my bioregion, 
the Klamaths had a knack for slaughtering sur- 
rounding tribes, enslaving their women and burn- 
ing their land.) Furthermore, to suggest that the 
culpability for global economic pillage rests 
equally on the shoulders of all Northern society 
is a tremendous crime against truth and is re- 
markably indicative of the lack of class analysis 
in our movement. 

A blatant example of how far removed upper 
class tree huggers are from the realities of the 
working class in this nation, much less any other, 
is seen when Petermann states, "So I am enraged 
when I hear the intolerant assertions that come 
from the middle or upper middle class activists 
who demand that we restrict the borders to refu- 
gees from the south." Too bad none of the guys 
down at the mill share her sentiments. Nor the 
guys on the forestry crews I've worked on. Nor 
the carpenters, janitors, landscapers, factory 
workers or any other working class people who 
have watched their wages drop by more than 50 
percent and see a bleaker future on the horizon 
thanks to additional players in the already tight 
competition for a finite numbers of jobs. And it 
sure ain't the bosses of big business who are 
cussing "them wetback spies" and calling for the 
borders to be locked down. In fact, the corpora- 
tions can't wait for hundreds of thousands of 
desperate (read: easily exploitable) workers to 
come into northern workplaces on the NAFTA 
wave. They will work for a third the money in 
half the conditions and help destroy the already 
atrophied remains of organized labor in the 
North. Of course, it is terribly intolerant of the 
working class not to be benevolent, wanting to 
give what little economic security we and our 
families have to nuestro amigos del Sur. The upper 
class people in our midst can feel righteous indig- 
nation in their tolerance about uninterrupted 
immigration as they sacrifice nothing in the 
deal. Yeah, I know, we are all hypocrites. Our 
relatives immigrated here (more in chains than 
the yuppies would like to admit) and we are 
unwilling to voluntarily switch positions with 
the thousands of refugees coming up from the 
economic imperialism of the South. But what the 
hell else can we do? 

I've lived in Mexico, Chiapas, Nicaragua and El 
Salvador. I understand the plight of the Third World 
first hand. I lived, worked and slept with the very 
peoples the upper class heroes claim to represent, 
and I can honestly say that the working class in the 
United States is just as fucked by the bowel move- 
ments of transnational capital as any campesinos in 


the south. Rather than blaming intangible "privi- 
leged patriarchal ruling elites" while implicitly dis- 
tributing the guilt for third world oppression uni- 
versally over northern society and granting a mo- 
nopoly of suffering to romanticized cultures far 
away, perhaps we had better examine the effects of 
the neoliberal model on our own country, our own 
people and our own communities. 

The cogs of global capital are tearing us apart. 
From the forests of southern Oregon to the jungles 
of Chiapas, from Flint and Youngstown, to the 
Maquilas of Sonora and Chihuahua, the forces are 
the same. And the victims are the same. The poor. 
Unlike the guilt mongering upper crust would like 
us to believe, the talons of neoliberalism are not 
actively racist. They do not deliberately seek out 
brown, red or yellow people to destroy out of some 
eugenic hatred for divergent gene pools. The forces 
of global capital most painfully hit the areas that 
are the poorest and most easily exploitable, be it 
Indios in Chiapas, hillbillies in Appalachia or South- 
ern Oregon, factory workers in Taiwan or peasants 
in sub-Saharan Africa. 

These victims are not so much the victims of what 
race they were born into, but what class. Not all 
Mexicans are oppressed Indians trying desperately 
to flee to the North. Not all Indonesians, Nigerians 
or Tibetans are wretched victims of genocide. It is 
high time for our exceedingly well educated move- 
ment to stop trying to melt complex issues of gray 
into tidy black and white answers that appease our 
own guilty white psyches. Yes, in a number of ways, 
race and culture are class, but to strictly focus on 
matters of race while ignoring the overwhelming 
dominance of class issues in deciding the fate of the 
world is to levy a discredit to us, to our suffering 
"comrades" and to the truth. 

Rather than romanticizing the "dispossessed of 
the world" to the point of absurdity while simulta- 
neously scapegoating the oppressed in one's own 
country, we need to see and act upon the connec- 
tions we share and not allow the feel-good rhetoric 
of guilt ridden conciliation to drive more substan- 
tial wedges between us. 

"Tales of a Recovering Misanthrope" is right 
about the demographics of Earth First!, but has the 
reasons wrong. Earth First! is indeed a movement 
primarily composed of upper middle class and 
higher white folks who are so removed from the 
trenches in the war for survival that they can care 
for trees and fuzzy bunnies. However, neither this 
fact, nor the fact that the movement as a whole has 
not reached out to minority groups, justifies the 
implicit accusation that the movement is racist. 
Rather, Earth First! has traditionally been con- 
cerned with defending the last remaining wild 
places of our nation, which as a matter of fact, not 
of choice, tend to be located in extremely rural 
areas. So why not extend ourselves into more 
environmental justice issues in cities to help colorize 
our movement? Because we logistically can't. We 
can scarcely win the issues we already work on. Not 
to mention, for many of us concerned with keeping 
ecosystems and wild areas intact, trying to preserve 
already annihilated urban ecosystems is fighting 
something of a lost cause. If this were a perfect 
world, it would be wonderful if Earth First! had the 
numbers and resources to launch successful cam- 
paigns in both rural and urban areas and could 
ethically raise the rainbow flag of diversity over its 
movement. But it can't. We are up against the 
fucking wall desperately trying to preserve what 
little of our original planet is left. Every year we 
watch as our tactics grow increasingly less effective 
and our favorite ecosystems are hauled off by truck 
and ship. Are we supposed to back off and allow our 
beloved lands to be slashed and burned because we 
feel guilty for being too privileged and too white? 
Fuck that. I am damn glad that there are a few 
hundred upper class white kids that can go sit in 
redwoods for a year and lock down to trucks and 
cop cars and blockade logging roads. 

We should look to other movements for knowl- 
edge and experience. We should do our best to 
align ourselves in solidarity with movements with 
similar enemies. We should not allow our habits 



and attitudes to alienate ourselves from other 
cultures and movements. But neither should we 
allow ourselves to get caught up in the racist 
pleasure of exaggerating the merits of other cul- 
tures while simultaneously beating ourselves to 
death in a fit of masochistic slander and guilt- 
ridden accusations. 

And leave my misanthropy out of it. I am a 
misanthrope not because I hate AIDS ridden Afri- 
cans or the Salvadoran campesino, but because I 
see my species, myself and my family included, as 
one that has been permitted to expand far beyond 
its means for sustainable survival within an intact 
ecosystem. My misanthropy comes not from an 
enhanced version of the "man/nature" split as 
Anne and Judi Bari assume, but from the fact that 
I see the interconnectedness between my race and 
nature and unfortunately, the horrors that exces- 
sive humanity has unleashed on it. My misan- 
thropy comes from a negation of the psychotic 
humanism that has so flooded our movement 
(since its transition from cowboy hats to 
dreadlocks) with woo bullshit elevating human 
beings to something more than animal, some- 
thing more than part of the natural world. 

I am a misanthrope because I believe that 
wolves and tree voles and Darlingtonia have as 
much right to life and liberty as any gun toting 
redneck, crystal-worshipping dervisher or angry 
Indian with a ski mask. I am a misanthrope 
because I hate the fact that my species invented 
strip mines, clearcuts, fellerbunchers, sitcoms 
and oil spills. I am a misanthrope because in 
varying degrees, all of humanity is to blame for 
the current state of the planet. I am a misan- 
thrope because I hate what the upper class gods 
of economics have done to my Earth, because I 
watched three children starve to death in Nicara- 
gua after their parents were duped into having 
more children than they could support by the 
infallible Pope. I am a misanthrope not because 
I hate humans individually, but because I hate 
the culmination of humanity's imperialism on 
the natural world. I hate seeing the depravity of 
underprivileged humans in cities the world over. 

I hate war. I hate genocide and ethnic cleansing. 

I hate toxic water and barren hillsides. I am a 
misanthrope because I love humans as much as 
coyotes, kitty cats and Pileated woodpeckers and 
see that the only way for all of the aforemen-, 
tioned to live sustainably is to allow for a drastic 
decline in the population of the species Homo 
sapiens. I am a misanthrope because I love the 
Earth and all its inhabitants. I am a misanthrope 
because I love. 

Phil Werrei and Ohm Speckled Moonbeam can be 
reached c/o Antipathy Youth Ministries, POB 1 1 703, 
Eugene,' OR 97440. ' " 
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AGENT PECAN BUSTED! 

Greenburg, explaining his motiva- 
tions and mindset, "This pieing was 
politically motivated and was not 
done maliciously, but to draw at- 
tention through humor and the- 
ater to the issues surrounding the 
reroute of Highway 55, and Carol 
Flynn's role in this ongoing be- 
trayal of the public trust by our 
elected officials." 

Pecan was sentenced to the 
maximum 365 days in jail and 
was given a $3000 fine for the 
gross misdemeanor, and the maxi- 
mum 90 days for disorderly con- 
duct, as well as, $65 restitution for 
Carol Flynn's dry-cleaning, 2 years 
of probation and 150 hours of 
community service. 

Interestingly, the judge then 
stayed all but 60 days of the jail 
sentence, but announced that any 
probation violation would result 
in serving the remaining 10 
months. The judge also demanded 
that Greenburg pay the cost of the 
trial, estimated between $30,000 
and $70,000. 

The address of the Ramsey 
County Correctional Facility is 297 
S. Century Ave., St. Paul, MN 
55119; (651) 298-5466. 


Shooting on the Environmental Front 


Teenager Killed On Ludwig Farm 


Agent Pecan, known to close 
friends as Bob Greenburg, was sen- 
tenced July, 2 for pieing Minnesota 
state Senator Carol Flynn. 
Greenburg was found not guilty of 
fifth degree assault but was found 
guilty of a gross misdemeanor for 
disrupting the legislature and 
misdemeanor disorderly conduct for 
gently pressing an organic vegan 
lemon coconut cream pie in the 
senator's face. The senator is an 
opponent of protecting Minnehaha. 

For many years the community 
has used every legal means to pro- 
tect Minnehaha Parkland Camp 
Coldwater Spring, a Mendota 
Mdewakanton Dakota sacred site, 
from the proposed Highway 55 re- 
route. In August 1998 activists set 
up the Minnehaha Free State. In 
December over 600 police de- 
stroyed the encampment forcing 
the community to set up another 
camp a short distance away. 

Recently a resolution recogniz- 
ing the significance of the site 
passed unanimously through com- 
mittees in both the Republican 
House and the Democratic Senate. 
It looked like a possible victory was 
in sight until Senator Flynn stood 



Minnehaha Falls 


against the winds of popular senti- 
ment, refusing to let democracy guide 
the plan for a kinder and gentler High- 
way 55. Her abuse of power would run 
55 through a most beloved park, the 
birthplace of the state, the last free 
flowing spring in Minneapolis and 
sacred sites to Native Americans, the 
very center and site of creation. 

"So I decided to pie her," said 


Wiebo Ludwig and the members of 
the Trickle Creek Farm in Alberta have 
been fighting deadly hydrogen sulfide 
gas and oil well pollution in the farm- 
land region for the last decade. (See 
articles in the May and June 1999 is- 
sues of the EF!J.) They are among a 
growing group of farmers whose health 
and livelihoods are being adversely af- 
fected by widespread pollution ema- 
nating from oil and gas drilling opera- 
tions. Trickle Creek Farm wrote letters 
to government officials, made presen- 
tations at hearings and made requests 
to both the Alberta Environmental Pro- 
tection Ministry and Environment 
Canada. The farmers asked that the oil 
industry of Alberta come into compli- 
ance with modern environmental pro- 
tections designed to reduce and pre- 
vent harmful emissions from oil and 
gas operations. 

In response to their concerns, Wiebo 
Ludwig and some Trickle Creek farm- 
ers have been charged with mischief 
and other actions against the oil com- 
panies. Recently, Wiebo was arrested 
for mischief and probation violations. 
In addition, just two months ago, 
Ludwig's car was blown up while he 
was in town. 

The Shooting 

Trickle Creek members are being 
cast as the villains by the local oil 
drilling communities. The children 
of *he drillers are being told by their 
parents how bad the environmental- 
ists are for impeding progress and 
threatening their oil and gas jobs. It 
appears that as a result, on June 20 


eight teenage children 
took it upon them- 
selves to harass farm 
members by driving 
two pickup trucks 
onto the Trickle Creek 
Farm to scare the 
Ludwigs. The teenag- 
ers sped onto the fclrm 
at 4 a.m., honking 
their horns, yelling 
and squealing their truck tires as they 
spun around in front of the home- 
stead. On that evening, children were 
sleeping in tents on the ground near 
where the trucks were zipping around. 

What happened next is not clear. 
Someone fired three shots at the in- 
truding trucks. One bullet went 
through the arm of Shaw Westwater, 
19, and then struck 16-year-old 
Karman Willis in the chest, killing 
her. Her cousin, Jason Willis, told 
reporters that, "They just pulled into 
the yard and were being boneheads." 

Is the Government of 
Alberta Partially Respon- 
sible? 

The absence of law renders a civil 
society lawless. The absence of regu- 
lations to protect the public good 
creates a vacuum which is filled by 
other actions to protect the public 
good. Sometimes the alternative ac- 
tions created by the affected people 
are not as good as -government regu- 
lation. This appears to be what is 
happening in Alberta. As the govern- 
ment lessens its responsibility to pro- 
tect the environment, and 


aspollution be comes 
worse, farmers have 
been forced to step in 
to prevent the contin- 
ued all-out assault on 
their lands and health 
by the oil and gas drill- 
ing operations. 

Premier Ralph Klein 
attempts to remediate 
his government's in- 
adequate sour gas and air pollution 
control reveal the importance of the 
government acting sooner with 
greater authority. Had this occurred, 
it would not have been necessary for 
Wiebo Ludwig and other farmers to 
take the law in their own hands. This 
begs the question, was the inaction 
of the Alberta government and its 
enforcement authorities partially re- 
sponsible for the events leading up 
to the tragedy, where the situation 
escalated, resulting in kids trespass- 
ing onto private property and threat- 
ening families in their homes? And 
where shots rang out and people 
were killed? It is up to Alberta to 
move quickly to improve the envi- 
ronmental standards of the oil and 
gas industry. It is up to Alberta to 
enforce the regulations that will en- 
sure that oil and gas, as well as farm- 
ing and ranching, can coexist with 
the health of the people. 

For more information on this and 
other the environmental struggles in 
Canada, subscribe to The Gallon En- 
vironmental Letter, 506 Victoria Ave., 
Montreal, Quebec H3Y 2R5; (514)369- 
0230, fax 369-3282; cibe@web.net. 



Wiebo Ludwig 


Eco- Terrorists 

Harass A ctivist 

inOberun, Ohio 

.. ■ ; ■ ■ - . 

by David Rovics 

Josh Raisler Cohn is a stu- 
dent at Oberlin College in 
Oberlin, Ohio, and has been 
active with the Allegheny De- 
fense Project (ADP) for the 
past three years. The ADP has 
been 

ber companies that want to 
turn Pennsylvania's Allegh- 
eny National Forest into a big 
field of stumps. The ADP has 
had many recent successes. 
The efforts of Josh and others 
have not gone unnoticed by 
the timber industry, nor by 
the persons or organization(s) 
behind the death threats that 
Josh has been receiving for 
Jhe past two years. 

Harassment of environmen- 
tal activists is, of course, noth- 
ing new in America (read "Tim- 
ber Wars" by Judi Bari). Josh is 
one of many people around 
the country to experience the 
terror of receiving a photo- 
graph in the mail with a rifle 
site drawn over it. He has been 
followed, receivingmaildetail- 
ing his every move. They knew 
what route he took on an ADP 
roadshow, where he camped, 
how long he slept, and what 
building at Oberlin he entered 
upon returning to school. 

Recent events have escalated 
beyond threats and intimida- 
tion. Someone burned Josh's 
van, completely destroying it. 
This was clearly arson; the per- 
petrator left a plastic gas can 
on the floor of the van be- 
neath the steering wheel. 

It is not known what indi- 
viduals or organization(s) are 
behind this or other attacks. It 
is clear, however, that the per- 
sons involved are well-con- 
nected. There is reason to be- 
lieve that the perpetrators are 
somehow connected to the au- 
thorities. In various parts of the 
United States and Canada, po- 
lice have pulled Josh over and 
have demonstrated an eerily 
specific knowledge of Josh and 
his activities that they could 
not have known unless they 
were participating in a con- 
spiracy of intimidation. 

Currently, Josh is the only 
suspect in the arson, accord- 
ing to the FBI. This is an out- 
rageous accusation, bringing 
back disturbing memories of 
the FBI's accusation that 
EFlers Judi Bari and Darryl 
Cherney bombed themselves 
in Oakland nine years ago. 

Josh needs a lawyer, a private 
investigator and a new van. 
Please give as generously as pos- 
sible to Josh, for as the Wobblies 
eloquently put it, "An injury to 
one is an injury to all." Send 
checks to the Allegheny Defense 
r Project; POB Clavion, PA 
16214. Make checks payable to 
Josh Cohn. 
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Feds Escalate Hunt for the ALF 


by Rod Coronado 

A silent war of repression is being waged against 
animal liberation activists across the United States 
as federal authorities continue their hunt for mem- 
bers of the outlawed Animal Liberation Front (ALF). 
Over 50 US fur farms have been raided since the ALF 
resumed its "Operation Bite Back" campaign against 
the fur industry in 1995, and nearly a dozen sus- 
pected ALF activists have been arrested and impris- 
oned. Three remain underground and one federally 
indicted ybung activist was driven to suicide. 

The ALF's campaign against the captive-breed- 
ing of native North American wildlife on the 
USA's fur farms has not caused a single human 
injury, but has inflicted major financial impact 
on the farms. Literally tens of thousands of mink 
have been released from their cages resulting in 
millions of dollars in lost profits and genetically 
irreplaceable breeding animals. 

Responding to the first Operation Bite Back 
raids in 1991-92, the federal government passed 
the Animal Enterprises Protection Act (AEPA) in 
1993. This Draconian legislation makes it a felony, 
punishable with up to ten years in prison, to 
rescue or release animals from the industries where 
they are held captive or to inflict economic hard- 
ship on the operations. Since its passage, the 
Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) and Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms (BATF) have been 
spending massive amounts of energy and resources 
to prosecute and criminalize animal rights activ- 
ists under the new law. 

The US government's campaign of repression 
has become dependent on it's ability to portray 
the ALF as a domestic "special interest" terrorist 
organization. Working in a collaborative effort 
with corporate media eager to protect their 
advertiser's interests, federal law enforcement 
agencies have found an effective medium for 
their campaign of disinformation. 

On February 6, 1999, Fox TV's "America's Most 
Wanted" featured, not its normal menu of violent 
criminals, but suspected ALF members James Ray 
Blackmon and Adam Troy Peace. Blackmon is 
accused of releasing mink from a Utah fur farm in 
1996 and Peace is charged with property destruc- 
tion at the Utah Fur Breeders Cooperative, a feed 
manufacturer and research facility in the suburbs 
of Salt Lake City. 

The show targeted Salt Lake City's "straight-edge" 
community, a group of mostly young people who 
practice a philosophy that eschews alcohol, drugs 
and animal products in favor of a more respectful 
world-view that promotes environmental defense 
and animal liberation. The commentator stated, 
"Some became vegans, hard-core vegetarians, and 
turned their rage towards protecting animals." 

"America's Most Wanted" intentionally associated 
Blackmon and Peace with two unrelated assaults and 



a murder, though the activists 
indictments pertain only to 
nonviolent ALF actions, lead- 
ing viewers to believe the young 
activists are dangerous crimi- 
nals. After the broadcast, Peace 
turned himself in to authori- 
ties rather than risk law en- 
forcement officers who, thanks 
to "America's Most Wanted, 
might justify using deadly force 
to apprehend him. Blackmon 
remains in hiding while Peace 
is out on bail awaiting trial. 

In 1998, Joshua Ellerman be- 
came another victim in the hunt 
for ALF activists. The 20-year- 
old youth was indicted for a fur- 
breeders action and threatened 
with a 35-year prison sentence 
unless he cooperated with au- 
thorities by providing informa- 
tion on the identity of other 
Utah ALF activists. Ellerman and 
his younger brother cooperated 
and the elder brother is cur- 
rently serving a reduced federal 
prison sentence of eight years. 

The Ellerman brother's in- 
formation led to the arrest and 
indictment of 21 year-old Alex 
Slack, another Salt Lake City animal rights activ- 
ist, who in 1997 underwent a liver a transplant 
and was later paralyzed in an auto accident. Fed- 
eral authorities, quick to exploit these tragedies, 
began pressuring Slack. That intimidation be- 
came too much for Alex and on June 29th of this 
year he committed suicide. 

Alex's death is the first human fatality in the war 
against the ALF. Once more, a nonviolent wildlife 
advocate and environmentalist has become the 
victim of a society that criminalizes those whose 
goal is to respect life. 

The war against animal liberationists is not lim- 
ited to Utah. In Oregon, Wisconsin and Minnesota, 
federal grand juries are being convened to track 
down suspected ALF members. In Minnesota, fol- 
lowing the April 1999 rescue of 116 animals from 
University of Minnesota, the state legislature pushed 
through a crime bill that would not only make it a 
felony to rescue animals from places of abuse, but 
also illegal to speak in defense of such actions. 
Currently, the ALF press office in Osego, Minnesota 
is the target of the state law and its volunteers have 
had their computers seized and have been subpoe- 
naed to appear before a federal grand jury. 

The criminalization of the ALF should serve as a 
wake-up call to supporters and participants of un- 
derground resistance to ecological terrorism and 
animal abuse. The strategies practiced by law en- 
forcement agencies today differ little from those 


employed by the Thatcher government of Britain in 
1980 in its campaign to criminalize the legitimate 
resistance to British occupation in the north of 
Ireland by the Irish Republican Army. 

All that remains to be seen is whether the struggles 
for the defense of North America's last wild places 
and its indigenous humans and non-humans will 
survive police repression or be intimidated into 
compromise and submission. Fearing the very real 
power and growth of the organized youth insur- 
gency that challenges economic forces within 
American society, federal authorities appear ready 
to advocate the passage of legislation that targets 
political activity and sanctions increased police 
powers while slowly stripping us of our already 
limited civil liberties. 

This is the price we must be ready to pay for our 
resistance. The animal rights and radical environ- 
mental movements must now answer the ques- 
tion proposed by such repression and, like Irish 
Republicans, create the infrastructure to sustain 
underground resistance; otherwise, we will con- 
tinue to witness the criminalization, imprison- 
ment and death of young nonviolent activists 
ready to risk their lives and freedom to defend 
wildlife and the earth. 

Rod Coronado is an animal rights and environmental 
activist who spent 3 1/2 years in prison for arson charges 
as a result of a concentrated FBI investigation, in the 
early 1990's, of animal liberation activities. 


ALF Suspect’s Family Living in Fear 


by Rod Coronado 

During the warm Wisconsin nights of October 
1997, Animal Liberation Front (ALF) members 
released over 3,000 mink from four separate fur 
farms. On October 28, Sheboygan County Sheriff's 
deputies pulled over Justin Samuel and Peter 
Young, after fur farmers suspected they were, 
watching their mink barns. Authorities founcT 
items that led to a six-count federal indictment 
against Samuel and 
Young 1998. The two 
were charged with vio- 
lating the AEPA with 
the alleged intent to 
coerce mink farms 
out of business by 
inflicting economic 
loss and damage. 

"The indictment re- 
flects the determina- 


tion of the law enforcement community and my 
office to address criminal activity designed to curtail 
or shutdown a lawful indus- 
try," said US Attorney Peggy 
Lautenschlager in Wisconsin's 
first case of "animal enter- 
prise terrorism." 

But Justin Samuel's 
family says their son is 



anything but a terrorist. "His mind and spirit are gifts 
to all of us — it angers me that he is being forced to be 
a fugitive and political prisoner because of them, " said 
his father, Bob. Justin entered college at 16 and was a 
junior in the computer engineering school at the 
University of Washington when he decided to pursue 
his animal rights passions. 

Samuel and Young are viewed by the FBI as 
federal fugitives and face years in prison for free- 
ing wildlife awaiting slaughter. Samuel's family 
has not heard from him for nearly 2 years and are 
worried about his safety. Federal agents have at- 
tempted to intimidate Justin's parents, but they 
remain resolute in their support of their son. "We 
would just like to know that he is alive and well, 
and (for him to know) that we love and miss him 
very much," laments his father. 

To find out how you can help these and other ALF 
activists contact the ALF suppport group at Box 
69597, 5845 Yonge St., Willowdale, Ontario, 
M2M 4K3, Canada; naalfsg@envirolink.org. 
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3 00 Words or Less! 

And No Bullshit, Ya Got It?! 



yo journal crew!, 

thank you for expanding the 
political prisoner pages!!! It is a 
welcome addition that was much 
needed! 

FUCK ALL GOVERNMENTS!!! 

ANARCHY NOW!!! 

TEAR DOWN THE PRISON 
WALLS!!! 

CRUST@PUBLIC-ENEMY.COM 

You people are full of shit. 
Just because you hate western 
society doesn't give you the 
right to tell people how to live 
their lives. Buildings will still 
be built, cities will get bigger, 
more roads will be built, that's 
life. There will still be plenty of 
forest for future generations to 
enjoy, so just calm down. 
Oh, and tell your women to 
shave their legs and pits, go to 
Taco Bell to participate in their 
"Defeat the Dark Side" contest, 
and enjoy modern society. 

— Dan Longcore 

Dear politically correct SFB: 

I was sickened to read the 
statement of Wayne Johnson, 
the Makah whaling crew cap- 
tain, in which he claimed that 
the young female gray whale 
he killed "gave up its life" to 
the Makah people. What a 
crock! That whale didn't "give 
up" her life, any more than a 
murdered woman "gives up" 
her life to a man who stabs and 
shoots her. 

Johnson's statement re- 
minded me of similar utter- 
ances I've heard in my life about 
other victims of male violence. 
They tell us "she wanted it," 
"she asked for it" and "she de- 
served it." 

It was also sickening to see 
the EF! Journal juxtaposing 
Johnson's pro-killing piece next 
to the Sea Defense Alliance's 
anti-killing piece, giving each 
point of view equal space, as if 
they had equal merit. 

What next? Will the Journal 
now be giving equal space to "op- 
pressed" loggers, miners and 
ranchers so they can justify their 
actions and explain how raping 
the Earth is an important cul- 
tural tradition that makes them 
feel like big men? 

— Patricia Wolff 


Earth First! editor, 

It was strange to see the "pros" 
and "cons”about involvement of 
Earth Firstiers with Washington 
State Aluminum workers on strike 
in broadening the efforts against 
the very broad entity of Maxxam . 
I never imagined there could be a 
"con." It seemed like a basic 
breakthrough to unite radical 
environmentalists with angry 
segments of the working class. 

This direction seems the only 
promising one for EF! To only do 
lockdown gymnastics in small 
numbers, in areas that most 
people have never heard of, seems 
a doomed proposition. Doomed 
for us and the wilderness because 
unless people are catalyzed to 
standing up and taking control 
of their lives along lines of free 
associations and self manage- 
ment, this disease called capital- 
ism will grind on until all is 
mowed down and dumped upon. 


Without connections into com- 
munities who also have gripes 
against the system, the most 
painstakingly saved wilderness 
area, protection obtained 
through endangered species law, 
NFS procedure, etc., will be vul- 
nerable to overturn forever into 
the future. To Capital, whether 
in 1950, 2000, or 2050, that wil- 
derness is just so much card- 
board box material or whatnot, 
and as it gets "more valuable" as 
a commodity, Capital will do 
anything to get it. But if EF! 
builds support and mutual aid 
with rebellious working commu- 
nities the abilities of "the beast" 
will be knobbled, and eventu- 
ally, hopefully sooner rather 
than later, it can be taken down. 
To insist on absolute Luddite, 
eco-saint, hunter-gatherer 
wannabe purity and spurn alli- 
ances with others is to seal the 
doomed fate of our general iso- 
lation and any hope at breaking 
the system of power apart. Take 
note I’m not talking about for- 
mal alliances, especially with a 
union like the US WA (steelwork- 
ers) some of whose top officials 
regard prison guards as "broth- 
ers and sisters," but rather with 
the people that happen to be or 
not be in the union but are 
involved in the struggle. To ei- 
ther praise or condemn the 
USWA wholly is to illustrate that 
one's view of the dynamics was 
taken from afar. 

It's a hierarchical, reformist 
but somewhat oppositionist or- 
ganization. In Pueblo, Colorado 
the steelworkers (union and 
workers) have been fighting near 
Maquiladora like pay and condi- 
tions and lockout. One-on-one 
the steelworkers themsleves are 
a different story than "their" of- 


ten overpaid and unac- 
countable officials. Unions 
of the AFL-CIO stripe were 
carefully cultivated as a 
compliant junior partner to 
capital from WW1I on. The 
reason is that the people 
they claim to represent, the 
workers, can be so volatile 
and throw the system into 
chaos overnight if they 
chose to. So they're just so- 
phisticated pressure release 
valves. Don't confuse the 
union with the workers. The 
more important thing is the 
people involved who pulled 
off a successful (and diffi- 
cult) series of dock actions 
against Maxxam with co- 
operation, planned and 
spontaneous, from Alumi- 
num workers, dockworkers, 
IWWers, EFlers and such. 

To me it was a great 
brealthrough, as is the less 
dramatic daily effort s of 
EFlers in San Luis, Colo- 
rado who are making sure 
to work with the commu- 
nity on mutual goals, un- 
derstanding and aid. An oc- 
casional carload of earnest 
people from a College town 
is no substitute in wilder- 
ness protection for an 
aroused and organized 
community right at, and 
claiming a justified stewardship 
over the site. Engage and dia- 
logue with people to pull the 
system of hierarchy and exploi- 
tation apart. We can't just hide 
in the wilderness vibing with 
the trees. 

— Peter Kalberer 

Greetings Eco-Warriors! 

I was moved to write you all a 
laudatory note after reading in the 
Colorado Daily here in Boulder, CO 
about the brave and successful di- 
rect action in the San Luis Valley!! 
Thank you all so much for what 
you do, and do so very coura- 
geously. Please forward this note 
to your activists and leaders of the 
Taylor Ranch protests. 

I am a High Priestess of Wicca, 
and my little coven has done 
magick in the past to help out the 
activists in San Luis. The locals 
there know about us and believe 
in what we do to help. We will 
reinforce the magick there to keep 
you all safe and help stop the 
logging. Thank you again and — 
Blessed Be all of Thee!! 

— Gwendyth Erce, M.Phil 
HP s of the Temple of Gaia 

Hi EF! 

I am writii^g out of frustra- 
tion. I agree with the EF! view 
that we must preserve all of the 
environment and end the de- 
struction. I, too, am tired of 
"namby-pamby" passivism that 
doesn't work. But I don't support 
hate, because it breeds hate. The 
lines running across the bottom 
of the site, I feel, are inappropri- 
ate. Who cares what I think? I 
don't know, but I know that 1 
care about the earth and also 
about the people on it who do 
bad things. I am more then leary 
of being involved with a group 


that has more anger then hope 
and that is how some of the mes- 
sages sound. 

There is another thing that 
really bothers me and that is 
the "copulate don't populate" 
attitude. Like it is bad to have 
children. That is wrong. The 
problem is not the population, 
it is the waste of the North 
American population. I have 
three children and I care deeply 
about the earth. "The Earth has 
enough for everyone's needs, not 
everyone's greed." Gandhi 

So if EF! believes when they 
state: "Our actions are tied to 
Deep Ecology, the spiritual and 
visceral recognition of the in- 
trinsic, sacred value of every liv- 
ing thing." Then don't discount 
humans from that value. We are 
humans, we have made many, 
too many, mistakes. Let's correct 
them, not punish each other and 
ourselves for them. I often have 
this attitude of rage against 
people, but it is not helpful at all 
and seeing it reflected here, lets 
me know how useless it is. I agree 
with radical action to end the 
corporate and capitalistic cancer 
of the Earth. 1 would like to be 
more involved. But I don't want 
to hate the world while doing so. 
So be angry sometimes, but don't 
forget who and what you are. 

— Kelli Gallagher 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

Anne Petermann's article in the 
Litha issue really points out how 
some of us in the movement have 
shit the bed. Hating people, or 
talking negative about people 
insomuch as implying they have 
no right to exist is such a mis- 
guided and soul-wasteful activ- 
ity. And it does negatively im- 
pact our indigenous bros. and 
sisters too. Thanks for printing 
it. Now, if we can get off the 
booze and dope... Hey, as long as 
we're all thinking, learning and 
progressing, it'll work out! 

Peace & Light to all 

— Freebird, Katuah EF! 

PS, "Classic Moments..." is 
great — keep em cornin' 

Dear SFB, 

Two articles in the last journal 
brought up a dilemma that Red 
Cloud Thunder tries to solve. In 
"Green Backlash," it says, "The 
movement has neglected social 
concerns." In "Recovering Mis- 
anthropes," it says "I believe cul- 
tural insensitivity stems from 
privilege. The environmental 
movement is predominantly 
made up of privileged people. 
This is what allows the luxury of 
being involved... and not wor- 
ried about daily survival." 

"Punk-anarchists" in Eugene 
have gathered enough momen- 
tum for The Wall Street Journal to 
print an article that warns away 
and intrigues business investors: 
"...Oregon's second-largest city is 
a closely watched laboratory for 
anarchist and law enforcement 
elsewhere." 

For years, the West has spawned 
a "punk" culture that thrives with- 
out money, showers, or rented 
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shelters. Far from privileged, 
this social class is neglected, 
abused, and familiar with 
society's disgust. 

Even though our societal ma- 
chine produces children who 
machine gun their 
classmates, 

also pro- 1 * 

duced are "---ir 
punk kids 
that live on a - 

simple concept 
of almost com- 
plete cash-free survival 
in a gluttonous world. 

Want to show the 
"lower" class your 
"rules" or "non-vio- 
lence codes?" Forget it! 

In our community you 
show yourself capable of 
the level of respect that 
Ancient Elder trees, as well as 
our impoverished family re- 
quires, or those involved will 
see that you get back to town in 
the next car. It works! 

The "privileged forest activ- 
ist" often shakes their head and 
thinks of us with disdain and 
fear. We are supposedly a night- 
mare that will discredit the envi- 
ronmental movement. Agreed, 
we are a nightmare! But Red 
Cloud Thunder is out to redefine 
environmentalism as an Anar- 
chist counter-culture that forces 
absurd behaviour from those who 
are contrary to the sanctity of 
life, which includes some 
priviledged EF!ers. 

Sincerely, 

— Mr Thunder 

Sawut de ka (hello) from Thailand 

I would like to network with 
people interested in the protec- 
tion of rainforest. I have been 
working voluntarily here in Thai- 
land for four months, our aim 
being to protect an area of moun- 
tainous forest called the Khao 
Bantat, it is 792,000 rai there are 
6.5 rai to an acre. The area has the 
highest protection status pres- 
ently recognised in Thailand, but 
there is no respect for the law. 
The forest is cut, burnt, built on, 
encroached on and hunters come 
from the towns killing wild ani- 
mals to sell to restaurants. This 
land is the homeland of the 
Manik peoples, only around 160 
of them remain, they are hunter 
gatherers living in harmony with 
the nature. 

Manik language has no word 
for war and no word for greed. 
These people need the forest, 
they are under so much presure 
to change and develop but 
many of them do not want. 
THEY ARE THREATENED WITH 
GENOCIDE. 

There is much work needed. 
Interested?! Do you have any 
useful contacts or inspiration? If 
you want to know more please 
contact me at: 

— JANE_BREEZE@HOTMAIL.COM 

Friends of People Close to Nature 

To the people of Earth Firat! 

My name is Kei Underforest. I 
am a student in University of 
Wisconsin, Stevens Point. My 
friend, Dana Churnes, is in the 
office in our campus, and know- 
ing the organization for a while. 
This summer I am back to home 
in Japan, planning some action, 
as I am aware that there is no 
single office in this country yet, 
therefore, feeling an urgent to 
establish one to start such a radi- 
cal activist movements here in 
japan, where needed the most, I 
believe. So, I would really appre- 
ciate if you could send me a bunch 




of the back 
issued number, and other mate- 
rials for me to use for promo- 
tions. The first thing I am trying 
to do is to visit and promote 
several university campuses bring 
some positive attentions. Un- 
fortunately, there would be some 
limitations if I am doing this 
whole thing all by myself. Do you 
know some folks who may be 
willing to help me, or some mo- 
tivated individuals who might 
be willing to work with mein 
this summer. If someone is inter- 
ested to come and help me, I 
have place for the ones to stay 
and I can be a good host, plus I do 
need some to teach me to orga- 
nize such things. Well, please let 
me know what your thoughts 
are, and give me some advices if 
you could. Thank you very much. 
Love and peace. . 

— Kei Underforest 
1262 Higashimisono Hamakita 
Shizuoka 434, Japan 
kunderforest@hotmail.com 

Dear shit for brains. 

Everyone seems to have their 
own theory about the recent 
school shootings in Colorado and 
Georgia. Maybe it's television, 
maybe it's rap music, maybe it's 
the parents. Malcolm X once got 
into a lot of trouble for a state- 
ment he made when JFK was as- 
sassinated. He said it was "the 
chickens coming home to roost. " 
The media pounced upon that 
quote out of context without lis- 
tening to the rest of what he said. 
What he meant was when the 
government creates a climate of 
violence, Vietnam, that it often 
comes home. Everyone seems to 
be drawing causal links to differ- 
ent events, but refuse to address 
what will doubtless be one of the 
greatest historical events taking 
place. The destruction of Bosnia. 
It's almost as if it's a spot in the 
American conscious we don't 
want to look at. What if blowing 
up hospitals, embassies, buses, 
civilians, creates a climate of vio- 
lence. A climate in which chil- 
dren feel violence is O.K. Where 
is a government which calls 
bombs the size of Volkswagens 
"diplomacy" going to find the 
moral authority to legislate 
against school violence? 

— Chris Irwin 

Dear Earth First: 

Just another stupid idea from 
the guy who went to Federal 
Court on whether the word con- 
troversy means controversial 
under NEPA. If we were to self 


censoT 
our lan- 
guage, I of 
all people 
have 
Tourettes, 
and lay off 
the Molotov 

Cocktail recipes, then maybe we 
can get Earth First Journal in all 
the schools and libraries where it 
belongs. Our message is too im- 
portant to not have it out there 
where the mainstream can read 
it. So far I've given subscriptions 
to my niece and nephew ages 14 
and 17 and a staunch Republican 
age 55. I hope they can all learn 
important lessons from your great 
publication about all the hard 
work your readers are performing 

in defense of the planet. I'm just 
concerned my local library 
won’t put it on display if I get 
them a subscription. As I said just 
a thought. 

Thank you for all the great work 
you do. 

Sincerely, 

— pro se Bob, 
aka Uncle Water Buffalo 

Dear Editor, 

In the wake of the Headwaters 
Deal, I would like to make a few 
concluding remarks as a citizen 
who cares. First off, I believe the 
people of this community, diverse 
species, and our environment got 
reamed in this sham. 

Why? The priority should have 
been in saving the 30-plus species 
that inhabit old-growth redwood 
ecosystems, many of which are 
threatened or imperiled: the coho 
slamon, the marbled murrelet, the 
southern torrent salamander, and 
many others. These species may 
not survive as isolated popula- 
tions in tiny groves. 

Instead of saving endangered 
species, killing them was legal- 
ized via the immorally labeled 
"Habitat Conservation Plan." 
Newly discovered endangered 
species are sacrificed for 50 
years (which may, in effect, 
equal eternity) within the "no 
surprises" clause. 

The Headwaters Forest is (or 
was) the largest remaining old- 
growth redwood ecosystem in 
private hands. Fewer than 5,000 
of the 60,000 acres of old- 
growth are preserved in this 
backroom deal. 

Unsustainable forestry prac- 
tices; clearcutting, cutting 
on steep slopes, spraying 
herbicides in our water- , 
sheds, and cutting rare 
old growth are still OK 
under this "good 
deal." The im- 
morally la- 
beled "sus 
t a i n e d 
yield plan" 
does not 
yield (even 
ostensibly) 
sustainably ' J 
until 20 
years of 
overcutting. 

Do readers 
trust a company 
with more than 
300 violations of 
the Forest Prac- V ^ 
tices Act within the 
last few years. To 
act morally, con- 
serve habitat, and 
yield sustainably? 

Where million-dollar 



violations bring $5,000 fines? 

Charles Hurwitz will get 
nearly half a billion dollars 
which he is siphoning away 
from the debt-ridden Scotia Pa- 
cific Limited Liability Co. into 
the debt-free Salmon Creek 
Properties. 

The corporate-owned mass me- 
dia has parroted Maxxam/Pacific 
Lumber Co.'s public relations pro- 
paganda while politicians put a 
feather in their cap. As corporate 
domination of our lives increases, 
our quality of life decreases. 

— David Ross 

Dear Editors: 

Nature, Time and CNN have all 
reported that wind blown pollen 
from Monsanto's Bt corn has been 
killing the caterpillars of mon- 
arch butterflies that feed on milk- 
weed growing near corn fields. 
How could anybody do this? 

The answer may be found in a 
half forgotten tale of N. 
Hawthorne, "Rappaccini's 
Daughter." Hawthorne called it 
fiction but through my studies I 
believe the story to be true, and 
furthermore though written in 
1844-46, Rappaccini is still alive! 
A homeopath and plant scien- 
tist, he carefully developed hy- 
brid, poisonous plants in his gar- 
den from which he concocted 
eleixirs for treatment of his pa- 
tients. The scent of these plants 
killed insects. His daughter, raised 
with the plants, was the only one 
who could be in close contact 
with them. If she touched nor- 
mal human flesh, ever so lightly, 
she left a bruise. Natural plants 
wilted at her touch. 

It is a little known fact that 
Rappaccini started a corporation 
in his home town of Padua, Italy. 
He named it the Monsantonni 
Corporation. Having to flee Italy 
due to the unfortunate and un- 
timely demise of two patients in 
an experiment, he arrived in this 
country. His company has been 
known by many names but he 
finally settled on a an anglicized 
version of his original name. 

In this century he has con- 
centrated on pesticides, herbi- 
cides and genetically altered 
crops. He brought us agent or- 
ange, as one outstanding ex- 
ample. He is now poisoning but- 
terflies! His primary project is 
his "Toxic Feed the Children" 
campaign. His goal is to immu- 
nize children to his toxic food so 
they will feed on it exclusively 
and become poisonous to all natu- 
ral life forms. Grown products of 
this program are Tom De- 
, lay, Charles Hurwitz and 
! most all CEO's and board 
members of petro- 
chemical companies. 
If nothing un- 
toward hap- 
pens to me, I 
will report 
back to you 
additional 
findings of 
my research. I 
think Dr. Fran- 
1 kenstein has 
taken a bad rap 
regarding 
Rappaccini foods 
and I would like 
to clear his name. 

I hope, soon, to 
have immutable 
evidence of 

Rappaccini's war 
on nature and the 
names of politicians 
who are co-con- 
spirators. 

— Sid Bridges 

August 


Dear Biscuit for Heads, 

Litha 1999 brought the ex- 
citing news of the creation of 
the latest EF! splinter group: 
Women in Love with Danny 
Dolinger, WILDD. Finally, an 
outlet for the longing masses. 
Er, half of us anyway... 

Never to be left behind, we 
Men In Love with Danny 
Dolinger ( MILDD) have formed 
a support group of our own. All 
men who celebrate Danny's 
supple hands and sensitive gaze 
are encouraged to join. . 

Danny, you blow us away! 

— Distella Pancake 
Charter member of 
MILDD ( Men in Love with 
Danny Dolinger) 

I'm no saint-but I'm tired of 
all these stupid, ignorant self 
righteous business elites mur- 
dering our Earth for their prof- 
its. the next generation — if 
there is one — should not suffer 
from our callousness. Please 
send me how I can get involved. 

Thanks 

— Will Zuniga 

Dear friends, 

Mitzy, my canine compan- 
ion, was run over by a pick-up 
truck and killed on December 
30, 1998. Fortunately, she was 
asleep when hit, and did not 
suffer. As some of you will re- 
member, she was an old dog, 
two days short of her 13th 
birthday. She went way back in 
the movement. 

At her first Rendezvous at the 
, Big Lost River, in 1986, little 
Mitz got lost. In the daytime at 
RRR she would join in the gen- 
eral trouble-making, and with 
my guidance make her way back 
to camp for dinner. But one 
evening I couldn't find her, nor 
had she crossed the stream and 
walked through the woods to 
our tent on her own. The next 
morning I found her by my car, 
curled up against the cold but 
alive and well, waiting for me. 

Two years later she kept me 
from getting lost. On an au- 
tumn night hike out of the 
Ventana Wilderness, my flash- 
light faded, flickered and died. I 
had walked in the morning be- 
fore, but had to hurry out the 
next day to make the midnight 
shift at my job. There was no 
moon, and clouds covered the 
stars. But Mitzy sniffed out our 
trail from the day before, and 
for the next several miles I fol- 
lowed the bright white fur of 
her neck all the way to the car. 
I got to work on time. 

Indeed, Mitzy domesticated 
me. When money was short 
and rent was high in Santa 
Cruz, I thought about- follow- 
ing a friend's example and liv- 
ing in a cave, troglodytic. But 1 
knew my pup wouldn't be able 
to keep a secret about where we 
lived, and would not be able to 
keep from wandering, so I 
stayed in town. Over her last 
year and a half, in the Gila, she 
slowed down a lot. Her hearing 
went out in one ear and she 
was only able to "hike" a few 
hundred yards at a time. But up 
to the last she still took an 
active interest in life. I miss 
her, wish she were alive. She’s 
planted in my yard, between 
native grasses and an exotic 
tree. Half wild. Half domestic. 
That's how we lived. 

— Michael Robinson 
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China Bans Logging, Massive 
Imports Expected 

As part of a plan to manage forest 
resources over the long run, China 
has imposed a ban on logging in 
selected state forests. By the end of 
1999, the ban is expected to extend 
to about 53 million hectares (130.9 
million acres), which represents 
more than 60 percent of China's 
forests. The ban will create an an- 
nual shortfall of nearly 15 million 
cubicmeters (6.36bilIion board feet) 
of lumber, which is about one-fourth 
of the current supply. The US Em- 
bassy in Beijing expects the policy, 
coupled with an increasing demand 
for wood products in China, to sig- 
nificantly increase lumber imports 
to China in the near future. 

Ottawa Police Sue Pepper Spray 
Manufacturer 

The Ottawa-Carleton Police Ser- 
vice Board is suing Defense Tech- 
nology Corporation of America 
claiming that the pepper spray they 
manufacture may not be as harm- 
less as advertised. 

The legal action against Defense 
Technology, one of the largest sup- 
pliers of pepper spray to law en- 
forcement in North America, is in 
response to a lawsuit filed against 
the police by a pepper spray victim. 
Jean-Paul Gravelle is suing the po- 
lice department over an incident in 
which his apartment was entered, 
and he was sprayed by constables. 
He was not the man that the police 
were looking for. His lawsuit claims 
that he continues to suffer from 
bronchial asthma and reactive air- 
ways dysfunction syndrome as a 
result of the spraying. 

The police have drawn Defense 
Technologies into the suit, alleging 
that any injuries sustainedby Gravelle 
are the fault of the manufacturer. 
They were under the understanding 
that the pepper spray was harmless, 
so if injuries were sustained from its 
use, the legal responsibility lies with 
Defense Technology. 

The San Pedro Flows Onward 

American Rivers has named the 
San Pedro River the fourth most 
endangered river in the United 
States. The San Pedro is the 
Southwest's last undammed river 
but is being sucked dry by the US 
Army’s Fort Huachuca and uncon- 
trolled urban sprawl. An interna- 
tional team of scientists concluded 
last year that the river will run dry if 
current pumping levels continue. 

Following its designation as the 
nation's first Riparian National 
Conservation Area and the removal 
of all cattle from 45 miles of river, 
the San Pedro has the Southwest's 
largest functional riparian forest. 
It supports two-thirds of all North 
American bird species (400), the 
world's second highest diversity of 
mammals (82 species) and 43 spe- 
cies of reptiles. 

The Southwest Center filed its 
third lawsuit against Fort Huachuca 
to keep the military base from kill- 
ing the river. The suit charges that 
the base has nottompleted an envi- 
ronmental impact statement as it 
promised a federal judge in 1996. 
On the basis of that promise, the 
judge dismissed an earlier lawsuit 
by the Southwest Center calling for 
an environmental review. The base 
has repeatedly violated its legally 
binding promise because of fears Of 
closure or downsizing. 


Dare to be Submerged: 
Locals Resist Narmada Dam 


The tribals and farmers in the 
Narmada Valley in India launched a 
"Satyagraha" (Insistence on Truth) 
on June 20 against the unjust sub- 
mergence and displacement caused 
by the controversial Sardar Sarovar 
Project (SSP), risking their lives as the 
waters rise behind the dam. Hun- 
dreds gathered for the Satyagraha, 
coming from all over the country to 
participate in the renewed mass ac- 
tion. The Satyagraha will continue 
during the entire monsoon season. 
The people have organized a Youth 
Camp and a foot march. And from 
July 4 to 12, there was a fast against 
the injustice and destruction of their 
lives, resources and rights. 

The Satyagraha was inaugurated in 
Domkhedi, Maharashtra, on June 20 
in the presence of the veteran 
Gandhian activist, Siddharaj Dhadda. 
He reiterated the need to fight against 
the destruction of natural resources 
and violation of human rights in the 
name of development. He favored 
community control over natural re- 
sources like water, land and forests 
and the importance of localized pro- 
duction, along with distributive 
justice, as a way for sustainable and 
egalitarian development. 

Villagers reasserted their determina- 
tion not to leave their lands under the 
threat of the submergence. They 
pointed out that the decision to op- 
pose the dam and the displacement 
was made by them after much experi- 
ence and deliberation. Many of the 
those who left have been returning to 
their original villages. 

People decided to resist the submer- 
gence due to the raising of the dam 
height from 81.5 meters to 88 meters. 
The Supreme Court, through an in- 
terim order in February, allowed the 
height of the dam to be raised. The 
raising of the height of the dam would 
submerge practically the whole tribal 
area. It would affect about 2000 fami- 
lies in the valley. The Narmada Bachao 
Andolan (Save Narmada Movement) 
has raised the issues regarding the dam, 
including cost-benefit, environmental, 
economic and social equity issues. 
However, the court did not take these 
facts into account and instead chose to 
allow the construction of the dam. 



Indian villagers building new housing for the many families moving into the area being submerged 


As Satyagraha entered its 12th day, 
more and more people from the 
Narmada Valley and around the coun- 
try arrived in the villages of Jalsindhi 
and Domkhedi, the centers for the 
protests against the Sardar Sarovar Dam. 
The atmosphere was charged as the 
Satyagrahis (nonviolent protesters) got 
into various activities, and as rains 
upstream caused the river to rise. Ral- 
lies were taking place in adivasi (tribal) 
villages which were ready for the battle. 

Hundreds of men, women and chil- 
dren marched to the police camps in 
the villages of Bharad, Nimgavan and 
Domkhedi (all villages in Maharashtra 
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By the time you read 
this, the dam water will 
have started to cover 
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on the south bank of the Narmada). 
The police, few in number, expressed 
helplessness in saving the people if 
water submerges their homes. In a few 
places, the police camps will be sub- 
merged before any homes go under. 

On July 4, people came from the 
mountain ranges on either side of the 
Narmada, and the villages of the 
Nimad agricultural plain at the up- 


stream end of the Sardar Sarovar sub- 
mergence zone, and from throughout 
the country for a mass meeting before 
the beginning of an eight day fast by 
a cadre of Satyagrahis. 

On June 29, 50 activists began a 
journey by foot and boat through the 
rugged Satpura ranges from the vil- 
lage of Manibeli near the dam site 
and the Gujarat-Maharashtra border, 
to Domkhedi. This Jeevan Yatra 
(March for Life) included representa- 
tives from many parts of the Narmada 
Valley and other states. The marchers 
engaged in mobilization and public 
awareness programs in all major 
Narmada-side villages and reached 
Domkhedi on July 3 after covering 
about 16 of the 33 adivasi villages 
affected in Maharashtra. 

As the actions in the valley inten- 
sify, the rains upstream flood the val- 
ley foot by foot. In a couple of weeks 
time, the dam water will start to cover 
the houses and fields of many fami- 
lies, up to 60 villages in three states. 
The injustice of the system and the 
falsehood and insensitivity of the state 
will be countered by the determina- 
tion and commitment of the people 
to save their lives, livelihood and the 
rich Narmada Valley at any cost. 

Compiled from accounts by Associa- 
tion for India's Development, aid @ 
vsnl.com. For more information, see 
www.narmada.org. 


New Wise Use/Emnro Coalition Takes Aim at FiagstafPs Forests 


by David Orr 

What do the World Wildlife Fund, 
Grand Canyon Trust, The Nature Con- 
servancy, and People for the West 
have in common? 

They are all member groups of the 
Advisory Board of the Grand Canyon 
Forest Partnership (GCFP), a collabora- 
tive group based in Flagstaff, organized 
by the Grand Canyon Trust, and funded 
in large part by the Ford Foundation. 

The GCFP has proposed to log 
100,000 acres around Flagstaff, Ari- 
zona, over the next decade in order to 
reduce fire risk and restore ecological 
health to the forest. 

The Advisory Board of GCFP con- 
sists of the City of Flagstaff, Arizona 
Division of State Lands, Northern Ari- 


zona University, Arizona Public Ser- 
vice (electric utility), Stone Forest In- 
dustries, The Nature Conservancy, 
People for the West, The Wilderness 
Society, World Wildlife Fund and the 
Grand Canyon Trust. (Why wasn't 
the Ford Foundation on this list?) 

People for the West (PFW) is one of 
the largest and best-organized wise-use 
groups in the US. In recent months, 
PFW re-named itself "People for the 
USA" (www.pfw.org). At public hear- 
ings last month on Utah wilderness re- 
inventory, PFW/PFUSA was highly vis- 
ible organizing opposition to wilder- 
ness protection for federal public lands. 

GCFP has formed a three-person 
"Grand Canyon Forest Foundation" 
(GCFF) to enter into "Memo(s) of Un- 
derstanding" with the Forest Service 


and make contracts for timber sales to 
timber suppliers. GCFF's board con- 
sists of Geoff Barnard (executive direc- 
tor of Grand Canyon Trust), Jim Bab- 
bitt (relative of Bruce Babbitt and 
member of Grand Canyon Trust's 
board), and Don Augenbright (no af- 
filiation listed). 

The role of the GCFF is to cut and 
market wood from this timber sale. 
The first units are adjacent to a desig- 
nated wilderness area occupied by sev- 
eral imperiled species, including the 
Mexican spotted owl, Northern gos- 
hawk, flammulated owl, bald eagle, 
and tassel-eared squirrel 

[ed. note: GCFP is headed by Brent 
Kincaim, famous for sell-out partner- 
ships with industry and the Clinton Ad- 
ministration.] 
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Riots , Demonstrations and Revelry 

continued from front page 


Unsurprisingly, press coverage of the June 18 
protests has been almost entirely negative. Cover- 
age in the United Kingdom focused almost exclu- 
sively on the riots, with the tabloid The Sun printing 
pictures under the headline: "Savages." 

In reality, the June 18 events were the apex of a 
very wide and entirely open global movement. This 
was largely sparked by the Zapatistas, who held two 
"encuentros" (meetings) — one deep in the Lacandon 
jungle of Chiapas in 1996 and the second a year later 
in Spain — to which delegates from countless differ- 
ent groups converged. They sought to highlight not 
just the symptoms of poverty, landlessness and 
environmental 
collapse, but the 
causes as well, 
such as free trade, 
corporate control 
and capitalism. 

In February 
1998, a third international meeting, People's Global 
Action Against Free Trade and the World Trade 
Organization, was held in Geneva. It was attended 
by 400 people, who represented activist groups and 
social movements from 71 countries. Six months 
later, as the Global 8 (G8) met in Birmingham, 
200,000 Indian peasant farmers in Hyderabad 
marched to demand India's withdrawal from the 
World Trade Organization (WTO). 

Through People's Global Action, an organization 
without offices or a paid staff, a global movement has 
begun to crystallize. Ironically, its formation was 
assisted by the invention of that most paradoxical 
spin-off from the computer age, the internet. As the 
realization dawned that global finance could only be 


challenged through global resistance, the internet 
proved an ideal medium through which to organize. 

Across the "Third World," direct action seemed to 
promise a new way forward. The million-strong 
landless peasants movement in Brazil didn't just 
lobby the government for land reform, they occu- 
pied empty ranches and brought the land back into 
use to provide for the hungry. An estimated 150,000 
people have been resettled through direct action in 
Brazil, far outstripping meager government anti- 
poverty programs. 

In the run-up to the latest G8 Summit, which 
began in Cologneonjune 18, agroupof 500 farmers 
from India and Nepal toured Europe in an Inter- 
Continental Caravan, holding protests and making 
links with European activists. In 
the UK the farmers visited a ge- 
netic engineering test site which 
had been cleared by activists and 
converted to organic agriculture. 

"We have come here to build 
bridges between people who want 
to reclaim their future, to disobey the institutions 
that run the current, self-destructive system of glo- 
bal economic, political and military governance, 
and to take their own power in their hands in order 
to construct a different world," wrote Professor 
Nanjundaswamy, leader of the Karnataka State Farm- 
ers Association, as the G8 Summit got underway. 


Eugene ( Oregon ) officers before realizing they're downwind 

As we head into the new millennium, two power- 
ful forces are on a global collision course. On one 
side, a powerful coalition of multinationals, finan- 
ciers and rich-country governments are pushing for 
stricter free trade rules and an intensification of 
economic globalisation. From the other side, mil- 
lions-strong social movements across the Third 
World are uniting with activists in the West to 
demand an end to poverty and the unsustainable 
exploitation of the Earth's environment. There can 
be no compromise between these two competing 
forces — their agendas are utterly irreconcilable. And 
as the two worlds collide, the riots in London on 
June 18 may come to be seen as a small foretaste of 
the upheavals yet to come. 


On June 18 there were actions on every continent, nearly 130 events in 41 countries: 
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Belarus, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Czech Republic, 
England, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, India (actions in 25 states), Indonesia, Israel, Italy, 
Malta, Malaysia, Mexico, Nepal, Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Senegal, South Korea, Scotland, Slovakia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, 
United States, Uruguay, Wales and Zimbabwe. 


Against the Globalization of Corporate Government 


June 18 D ay of Actions 


Some highlights of the international 
day of action: 

Gujerat, Pakistan 

The march against Pakistan's nuclear 
tests ended with several organizers ar- 
rested, tortured and remanded in prison, 
possibly facing the death penalty. The 
procession broke through the police cor- 
don to tour parts of the city. Masked 
union leaders, who had gone into hiding, 
were present despite the authorities being 
ready for them on every street corner. 
After the march, a protest was held out- 
side the district court, and while speeches 
were being made, several hundred police 
charged in with tear gas to arrest about 60 
people. Seven remain inside, all officials 
in various unions, charged with the Paki- 
stani equivalent of high treason. 
Senegal, Africa 

Anti-child exploitation was the theme. 
Six hundred people assembled to hear 
speeches and see sketches performed by 
local youth. 

Zurich, Switzerland 

About 300 people — that's a lot for this 
small provincial town — occupied a con- 
struction site in a part of 
Zurich which is being re- 
developed similar lines to 
London's dock-lands. It was 
a really great atmosphere — 
the best party for years. Two 
bands played, along with a 
rave and a screening of the 
Reclaim the Streets film. 

New York, New York 

For nearly two hours, 500 
costume-clad protesters 
took over the streets, tying 
up traffic in New York 
City's financial district and 
rallying in front of the New 
York Stock Exchange on 
Wall Street. Five people 
were arrested as they attempted to chain 
themselves together around a large sculp- 
ture of a globe and another 32 for blocking 
traffic while taking over the streets. 


Boston, Massachusetts 

More than 100 activists joined in a "Car- 
nival Against Capital" in front of Bank 
Boston in the city's financial district. 
Toronto, Ontario 

Over 2000 cyclists, dancers, pedestrians 
and protesters participating in a big, beau- 
tiful street party. 

Minsk, Belarus 

The ecological group "Ecoresistance" 
and "Chyrvony Zhond" picketed near the 
McDonald's in the center of Minsk, the 
city's most public place. The action was 
held without a permit. 

Barcelona, Spain 

Two groups closed two main streets in 
Barcelona in the morning, with one group, 
in Sant Andreu Town, recreating a beach 
with swimming clothes and towels, and 
giving fried potatoes to people driving to 
work. Later, about 100 people occupied a 
street. Still later, 700 people joined in 
Plaza Universitat to Reclaim the Streets. 
Eugene, Oregon 

Twenty people were arrested and eight 
police were injured in a five-hour down- 
town riot that saw bank and corporate 


windows smashed, traffic halted and dem- 
onstrators tear gassed. One person is cur- 
rently in jail for rioting and could be 
sentenced to five years in prison. 


Montevideo, Uruguay 
The Montevideo Net- 
work occupied the main 
square of the Old Town 
(the financial center) and 
set up a new type of trade 
fair targeting capitalism. 

London, England 
It was possibly the best 
riot in London since the 
Poll Tax riots. The cops lost 
control of the situation and 
got a good beating, and 
various corporations were 
trashed. The city was cov- 
ered in graffiti. Every time 
you were with a large mob 
thinking, "this is great, all 
these people, " you'd turn the corner and 
there would be an even larger crowd creat- 
ing mayhem. 

Bayelsa State, Nigeria 
About 10,000 people from across Nige- 
ria joined a "Carnival of the Oppressed." 
After a brief speech by Dr. Owens Wiwa, 
younger brother of the slain Ogani na- 
tionalist Ken Saro-Wiwa. The demonstra- 
tors also blockaded the gates of Shell in 
Port Harcourt. There was dancing and 
singing in the streets, bringing Nigeria's 
petroleum capital to a standstill. 
Washington, DC 

At least 600 people formed a human 
chain around the US Treasury Department. 
Geneva, Switzerland 
Accompanied by drums, 50 people 
washed major banks in the center of the 
city with ladders, brooms, packing-cloths, 
much water, soap and lather. That evening, 
100 people blocked the streets. 

Glasgow, Scotland 

Five hundred people participated in an 
unauthorized march which wound its way 
through the city center for several hours. 
San Francisco, California 
Over 700 people danced, drummed and 
rode bicycles while performing and pro- 
testing for three hours in a festival of 
resistance. 

Seoul, South Korea 

Two hundred people gathered for a rally, 
then hiked to the Myung Dong Cathedral. 


Amsterdam, Netherlands 
About 50 activists dem- 
onstrated in front of the 
Amsterdam stock ex- 
change. 

Desterro, Brazil 
The 12- meter-high clock 
placed in the center of the 
city, built by the media 
giant "Globo Network," 
was stained with red paint 
to symbolize the blood of 
^ indigenous people shed. 
The clock is intended to 
celebrate 500 years of 
"discovery. " 

Bordeaux, France 
A group of 50 took a 
ramble around 20 local banks. At each 
bank, they carried out a symbolic occu- 
pation, demanding that the branch man- 
agers send faxes denouncing neo-liberal 
economic policies. 

Cologne, Germany 
After a month of action, participants 
from all over Europe were stopped by 
police before entering the subway to the 
city center, where many were beaten up 
and 30 arrested. Five hundred people on 
the way to the parade were similarly 
surrounded and detained. The following 
day's big march through the city at- 
tracted about 10,000 people, including 
a large Kurdish contingent. Other suc- 
cessful actions included the invasion of 
a police compound where several ve- 
hicles were damaged, and a demonstra- 
tion by Iranian women outside a 
cathedral while world leaders were hav- 
ing a service said in their honor. 

World Wide Web World 
In solidarity with Mexico's Zapatista 
communities, the Electronic Distur- 
bance Theater launched an international 
blockade of the Mexican embassy in 
London. Eighteen thousand people from 
49 countries joined the computer call to 
point their internet browsers at the 
Mexican embassy's computer system us- 
ing a program which sent multiple re- 
load commands to the website, clogging 
it up for the day. 



A festival of resistance 



We shall not be intimidated 
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Attn: 

by Mike Cassidy and Will Miller 

Recently, a member of the peace and 
social justice community in Vermont 
was called by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. The agent attempted to 
question the activist about the arson of 
the Vail resort last October, about Earth 
First! (whether or not Earth Firstlers 
were violent), and about any contact 
this person might have had with mem- 
bers of the local indigenous commu- 
nity, the Abenaki. In light of this latest 
incident in the FBI's well-known ha- 
rassment, it seems like a good time to 
review and reflect upon the history of 
the FBI counterintelligence program 
(COINTELPRO) and the threat it poses 
to everyone in this country. 

COINTELPRO: A Brief History 

(Much of the information below is 
taken from Brian Glick's book, The 
War At Home: Covert Action Against US 
Activists and What We Can Do About It. 
It is an excellent source for detailed 
information on the history of domes- 
tic covert action.) 

The existence of the COINTELPRO 
program was exposed in 1971, when 
secret files from an FBI office in Media, 
Pennsylvania, were released to the 
press. That same year, publication of 
the "Pentagon Papers" launched for- 
mal and lengthy inquiries into gov- 
ernment intelligence and covert ac- 
tivities involving the FBI, CIA, US Army 
intelligence, the White House, the 
Attorney General and local and state 
law enforcement. 

In the FBI's own words, the purpose 
of COINTELPRO is to "expose, dis- 
rupt, misdirect, discredit and other- 
wise neutralize" specific groups and 
individuals. Its targets included the 
American Indian Movement, the Com- 
munist Party, the Socialist Worker's 
Party, black nationalist groups, the 
Students for a Democratic Society, and 
a broad range of anti-war, anti-racist, 
feminist, lesbian and gay and envi- 
ronmental groups, along with Martin 
Luther King, Caesar Chavez, the Na- 
tional Lawyer's Guild, and the Ameri- 
can Friends Service Committee. 

To organize and sustain the move- 
ments working for fundamental so- 
cial change, we need to learn how to 
deal with domestic covert action in 
ways that minimize its interference. 
Although covert action will be adapted 
to changing social and technological 
conditions, lessons can be learned from 
their methods. 

Lessons from COINTELPRO 

• Infiltration. Federal agents and in- 
formers do not merely spy on political 
activists; their main purpose is to dis- 
credit and disrupt. Their presence 
serves to undermine trust and scare 
off potential supporters. They also 
exploit this fear to smear genuine ac- 
tivists as agents. 

• Psychological warfare. False media 
stories are leaked and bogus leaflets 
are published in the name of targeted 
groups. Agents forge correspondence, 
send anonymous letters and make 
anonymous telephone calls. They 
spread misinformation about meet- 
ings and events, set up pseudo 
movement groups run by agents and 
manipulate or strong-arm parents, em- 
ployers, landlords, school officials and 
others to cause trouble for activists. 
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FBX Action Alert 


• Harassment through the legal system. 
Officers have given perjured testi- 
mony and presented fabricated 
evidence as a pretext for false arrests 
and wrongful imprisonment. They 
have discriminatorily enforced tax 
laws and other government regula- 
tions and used conspicuous 
surveillance, "investigative" inter- 
views and grand jury subpoenas, in 
an effort to intimidate and harass 
dissidents and silence their support- 
ers by making them appear to be 
criminals. 

• Extralegal force and violence. The FBI 
and police threaten, instigate and con- 
duct break-ins, vandalism, assaults 
and beatings to frighten dissidents 
and disrupt their movements. In the 
case of radical Black and Puerto Rican 
activists (and later Native Americans), 
these attacks, including political as- 
sassinations, were so vicious and cal- 
culated they can only be accurately 
called a form of official "terrorism." 

Checklist of Essential 
Precautions 

• Check out the authenticity of any 
disturbing letter, rumor, phone call 
or other communication before act- 
ing on it. 

• Keep records of incidents which ap- 
pear to reflect COINTELPRO-type ac- 
tivity. Evaluate your response and re- 
port your experiences to the National 
Lawyer's Guild, (212) 627-2656, and 
the Center for Constitutional Rights, 
(212) 614-6464. Share this informa- 
tion with others in your community. 


• Deal openly and honestly with the 
differences within our movements 
(race, gender, class, age, religion, na- 
tional origin, sexual orientation, per- 
sonality, experience, physical and in- 
tellectual capacities, etc.) before the 
FBI and police can exploit them. 

• Don't try to expose a suspected 
agent or informer without solid proof. 
Purges based on mere suspicion only 
help the FBI and police create distrust 
and paranoia. It generally works bet- 
ter to criticize what a disruptive per- 
son says and does, without speculat- 
ing as to why. 

• Support activists who come under 
government attack. Don't be put off 
by political slander, such as recent 
attempts to smear some opponents 
of government policy as "terrorists." 
Organize public opposition to all FBI 
witch hunts, grand jury subpoenas, 
political trials, and other forms of 
government and right-wing harass- 
ment. 

• Cultivate relationships with sympa- 
thetic journalists willing to investi- 
gate and publicize domestic covert 
operations. Let them know when you 
are harassed. Since the FBI and police 
thrive on secrecy, public exposure can 
undermine their ability to subvert. 

• Don't try to tough it out alone. Don't 
let others fret and suffer by themselves. 
Make sure that activists who are under 
extreme stress get the help they need 
(someone to talk with, rest, therapy, 
etc.). It is crucial that we build support 
networks and take care of one another. 
Isolation is the enemy. 


• Above all, do not let our movements 
be diverted from their main goals. Our 
most powerful weapon against politi- 
cal repression is effective organizing 
around the needs and issues which 
directly affect people's lives. 

When an Agent Knocks: 

You do not have to talk to FBI agents, 
the police or any investigators. You do 
not have to speak with them at your 
house, on the phone, on the street, if 
you've been arrested or even in jail. 
Only a court or grand jury has legal 
authority to compel testimony. 

You do not have to let the FBI or police 
into your home or office unless they 
show you an arrest or search warrant 
that authorizes them to enter that spe- 
cific place. If they do present a war- 
rant, you do not have to tell them 
anything other than your name and 
address. You have a right to observe 
what they do and make written notes, 
including the agents' names, agency 
and badge numbers. Try to have other 
people present to be witnesses and to 
take notes too. 

Anything you say to an FBI agent or 
other police officer may be used against 
you and other people. These law en- 
forcement professionals question 
people on a daily basis and are very 
skilled at getting information. At- 
tempting to outwit them is very risky. 
You can never tell how a seemingly 
harmless bit of information can hurt 
you, someone else or other organiza- 
tions. The best advice is to say "no" if 
the FBI or police try to question you, 
on the phone or in person. 

Lying to an FBI agent or other law 
enforcement officer is a crime. Giving 
them information may mean that you 
may have to testify to the same infor- 
mation at a trial or before a grand jury. 

The FBI or police may threaten you 
with a grand jury subpoena if you 
don't give them information. But, you 
may get one anyway, and anything 
you tell them will be the basis for more 
detailed questioning under oath. If 
you do get a subpoena, you may be 
able to successfully fight it with the 
help of a lawyer. Contact the National 
Lawyer's Guild or sympathetic local 
attorneys for help. 

Don't be intimidated by agents saying, 
"We know what you have been doing, but 
if you cooperate it will be all right. ” This 
| is a common ploy. They would arrest 
| you if they had solid evidence that 
| incriminated you. If you are arrested, 
f tell them you will talk with them only 
§ with your lawyer present. 

If you are nervous about simply re- 
fusing to talk to them ("I'm sorry, but 
I don't speak with the FBI."), you may 
find it easier to tell them to contact 
your lawyer. Experience has shown 
that once a lawyer is involved, the FBI 
and police usually pull back since they 
have lost their power to intimidate. 

If you are contacted by police or the 
FBI, take notes and keep careful records 
of what they say and do. Get their 
names and their agency's name. Tell 
others they contacted you. Make sure 
people know what to do and where to 
call for help. 

There must be an atmosphere of 
support within and between move- 
ments in order to thwart the 
government's attempts to discredit, 
disrupt and divert our efforts. 


Earth Night News 



Arsonized meatpacking plant replete with boarded up windows 


ALF Celebrates 
Mother's Day in 
Eugene, Oregon 

The Animal Liberation Front (ALF) claimed responsibility for a fire that 
destroyed a two-story office building, shipping dock and refrigeration 
building at a Eugene, Oregon, meatpacking plant on May 9. The ALF 
communique stated, "In honor of Mother Earth and all the cows who have 
their babies stolen from them to help furnish the meat and dairy 
industries, the ALF chose Mother's Day 1999 to pay a visit to Childer's 
Meat Company." The fire caused an estimated $150,000 in damages. The 
communique concludes, "As long as companies continue to operate and 
profit off of Mother Earth and Her sentient animal beings, the ALF will 
continue to target these operations and their insurance companies until 
they are all out of business." 




Leonard Peltier 

From Prison to the Outside World 

BOOK REVIEW BY EUGENE D. JOHNSON 

If you had to decide that you would only read one book for the rest of your 
life, "Prison Writings: My Life Is My Sundance," by Leonard Peltier (edited 
by Harvey Arden, published by St. Martin's press) should be that book. In 
Peltier's words, "I have decided the time has come for me to write, to set forth 
in words my personal testament — not because I'm planning to die, but 
because I'm planning to live." 

Editor Harvey Arden said the book had been rejected by over 30 different 
publishers. "All of the editors loved the book, and said it was a book that 
needed to get published, but the management decision was always 'no.' 
...there are a lot of people who don't want this book to be published," Arden 
said. The main reason is probably because it gives the American judicial 
system and the FBI a black eye. 

The project started when Arden asked Ron Lesard, a lobbyist for the 
Leonard Peltier Defense Committee, if Peltier had a book. When Arden 
discovered that Peltier did have a book, he offered to publish it. He would 
receive snippets and essays from Peltier, edit them and send them back. 
Peltier could only read the edits when he'd meet with his lawyers. Informa- 
tion went back and forth in this manner until the book was complete. 

Many of the writings are Peltier's damning critique of the American penal 
system, "The Hole, with which I've become well acquainted at several 
federal institutions these past 23 years, having become something of an old- 
timer... remains, in my experience, one of the most inhuman of tortures. A 
psychological hell. Thankfully, I'm out of there right now." Peltier was 
frequently beaten before being thrown in the Hole. "I've been treated no 
worse*than many other prisoners; better than some. At least I'm alive." 

Some of Peltier's writings are more philosophical, "Be thankful you 
weren't cursed with perfection. If you were perfect, there'd be nothing for 
you to achieve with your life. Imperfection is the source of every action. This 
is both our curse and our blessing as human beings. Our very imperfection 
makes a holy life possible... We're not supposed to be perfect. We're 
supposed to be useful... My life is a prayer for my people." 

However, this is not a book that will leave you feeling flowery and sweet. 
It will move you to stand up against injustice. It is a book that will change 
your views about life and the lives of future generations. After reading this 
book, you will wonder whether or not we should even have prisons for the 
guilty — let alone the innocent, such as Leonard Peltier. 

Peltier has serious health problems, but the prison refuses to let the Mayo 
Clinic take care of a degenerative disease he has in his jaw. "I have terrible 
headaches much of the time. I lost 80 percent of the vision in my left eye 
from a retinal hemorrhage I suffered years ago. I'm also told I've tested 
positive for hepatitis B." Peltier deals with the pain as well as possible, 
"When the pain screaming in my jaw gets too bad, I just close my eyes and 
think of Sun Dance. That helps. My body may be locked in here, but my spirit 
flies with the eagle." 

After reading this book, it'll be almost impossible to remain complacent to 
the horrific injustices enacted by our government, both here and abroad. 
This book is a hard-core dose of a reality we all need to be aware of. 

As long as we remain complacent and allow Leonard Peltier to languish in 
prison, we are giving our United States government permission to do the 
exact same thing to ourselves, our children aqd our grand-children. As long 
as our government chooses such horrific methods of dealing with the people 
at large, we will have to fight the battle against injustice for generations yet 
to come. 

Arden told me on the phone that Peltier recently had a dream that he was 
"standing in the Oval Office with a large group of Indians." I hope that this 
dream will come true. If Leonard Peltier is freed, it will not only add to my 
hope, it will add to the hope of the world. Purchase the book from the 
Leonard Peltier Defense Committee, (785) 842-5774; the money goes di- 
rectly to helping Peltier. The book should also be available in stores soon. 
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MUSIC REVIEW BY KlMBA WOLFE 



Seth's politics, philosophy and raw, angry emotion strikes the match to burn 
down the house of neo-liberalism. His infamous acoustic/punk style is blended 
with a violin, saxophone, congas and other instruments to create a sound as 
strong as the issues the lyrics speak of. Recorded on first take, The First Snack 
flows as freely as it does around the fire at an Earth First! gathering. The spoken 
word on Soul Killer, which is taken from Life Is The Toll Road Of The Soul Killer 
by Jim Washburn, will strike a chord deep within anyone who has lived in 
southern California or any other metropolitan area. You can feel Seth's 
frustration with the punk scene listening to songs like Apathetic Hipster Youth, 
sentiments that anyone can relate to if they have spent too much time in a scene 
where people claim political beliefs but do not act on them. Between songs 
about the Dineh, nuclear waste issues and the plight of the honeybee, the 
radical viewpoints expressed tap into, the rage within your soul and gets 
listeners ready to fight. Whatever genre you may be into this album is the 
perfect addition to any collection. So give into consumerism, support your 
radical musicians, and order it from the Journal today. (To order The First Snack 
CD, send $12 and the form on page 33). 


Dearest Neddie Luddite, 

I had the craziest dream... that elves 
turned the power off on a major 
powerline near Niagara Falls. Then a 
famous celebrity sat on a platform, 
hanging from the powerlines over a 
deep gorge. This got me wondering: 
how much weight are powerlines 
designed to hold? Would you have to 
shutdown the power on both ends? 
How would they get you down? The 
elves would face felony charges, but 
what about the "innocent" celebrity 
who they conned into sitting there? 

Just dreaming... and wondering. 
I'm afraid to wish too strong. . . some- 
times. 

Ned responds: 

Ah, dreams of powerlines. They are 
a critical and often overlooked weak 
link in the infrastructure of Babylon. 
Powerlines can be violated, but only 
with technical savvy and good timing. 

First of all, please understand that 
safely "turning power off” so that some 
wingnut media slut could sit on high- 
power transmission lines would require 
the same legal risk as sabotage with little 
feasible success. These powerlines would 
hold plenty of weight, but they would 
have to be "turned off" via circuitbreaker, 
short or break in the line at two loca- 
tions — the nearest substation or genera- 
tion facility on both ends. High winds 
and/or an impossible resupply would be 
your only ticket off that hot seat.. 

High winds are the most common 
source of power outages. Usually two 
lines slap together and short out. Pow- 
erlines may sag in high heat, causing 
contact between them. This could also 
occur if a metal chain, antenna or 
other conductive material was con- 
necting two lines. A powerline can be 
severed if something falls on it or a 
tower falls. Weather extremes provoke 
high usage, weakening the power grid. 
When transmission facilities are in- 
terrupted by storms or system mal- 
functions, other parts of the grid must 
carry increased power INSTANTA- 
NEOUSLY. If too much power is trans- 
ferred, the systems shutdown and 
blackouts result. Civilization slows 
down, and species on the brink get a 
chance to survive. 


Dear Ned Ludd, 

We are about to do a platform sit 
between two skyscrapers. The dis- 
tance is about 200 feet and we plan 
on using half-inch steel cable to 
support 300 pounds of gear and a 
"talking head." 

Is this safe? Where is the greatest 
stress? How far will it sag? Also, if 
you know any smart, brave women 
under 100 pounds, please have 
them post a letter in the Journal 
soon. We need back-up sitters... and 
a few more support folks (with im- 
peccable references!) 

PS. What's the highest reach of 
firetruck ladders in Portland, Seattle 
or San Francisco? Here we come... 

Ned Responds: 

Heeyahh! nothin' like being ambi- 
tious, but half-inch cable? My balls 
hurt just writing this. What's wrong 
with arborplex? 5,400 lbs. tensile 
(working load 540 lbs. — that is, what 
the stuff can handle day in, day out). 
600' costs about $250 from Sherrill 
[arborist equipment/supply (800) 525- 
8873 fora catalog]. It doesn't stretch 
much, about 1.7 percent under a 400 
lb. load and weighs less than 7 lbs. per 
100'. You don't even want to think 
about how much 200' of half-inch 
steel weighs. 

The greatest stress will be at the 
anchor points, and for that matter, 
what are you anchoring on? Make 
sure it is good, bomber freakin' bul- 
letproof! And I don't know about the 
booms in the big cities, but here in 
the southern Willamette the big one 
goes about 75' vertical. 
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Join thousands planning to expose and 
oppose Aerospace North America, the 
largest aerospace arms trade show in 
North America. Five hundred corporate 
exhibitors do business with government, 
military and industry delegates from 80 
countries. Shutdown the war machine! 
Aug. 6-Commemorate Hiroshima; Rock 
Against Prisons. Aug. 7-Oppose Imperial- 
ism conference; Reclaim the Streets street 
party. Aug. 8-Prisoner Justice Day, 11 a.m. 
demonstration; Under the Volcano, 
Canada's largest political arts festival. 
Aug. 9-Nagasaki never again 507 years of 
indigenous resistance. Aug. 10-12 Shut 
down Aerospace North America, 
Vancouver Convention Center. For more 
information or to sign up as a speaker, 
artist, instructor or volunteer, please con- 
tact Under the Volcano/Anti-War Ma- 
chine at POB 21552, 1850 Commercial 
Dr., Vancouver, Coast Salish Territory, BC, 
Canada V5N 4A0; volcano@tao.ca; 
www.tao.ca/~volcano. 
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Help Protect the Great 
Bear Rainforest 

We are seeking any stories that you might 
have detailing Weyerhaeuser’s forest 
abuses, either in the United States, 
Canada or internationally. Please send any 
information to Susan Holmes, Sierra Club, 

1 1 6 John St., New York, NY 1 0038; 
(212) 791-9291; fax 791-0839; 
susan.holmes@sierraclub.org. 


World Trade 
Organization 

Plans, Plans, Plans 

International forest protection leaders an- 
nounced a global campaign to derail World 
Trade Organization (WTO) plans to write 
trade agreements that will threaten the 
world's forests at the upcoming WTO Minis- 
terial. The announcement followed a forest 
protection summit that included activists 
from fourteen countries including forest 
products-exporting nations Indonesia, Chile, 
Brazil, Mexico, New Zealand, Canada and 
Russia, where the bulk of the Earth's remain- 
ing old growth forests are located, and from 
heavy forest products-using countries Ja- 
pan, the United States and the European 
Union. Each group will bring pressure to 
bear on the WTO, from lobbying govern- 
ments to demonstrations in the streets of 
Seattle when the WTO meets on November 
27. To get involved contact Rainforest Ac- 
tion Network, 221 Pine St. #500, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94104; (206) 427-5128; 

ranmedia@ran.org. 

Other WTO protest plans include a Teach- 
In organized by The International Forum on 
Globalization (IFG), to be held in Seattle. The 
event will take place at the Benaroy, a Seattle 
Symphony Hall, a few days before the WTO 
meeting. Most of the Teach-In will be free to 
the public. It will focus on the problems of 
economic globalization and, specifically, on 
the activities of the WTO and other interna- 
tional agreements and institutions. Panels of 
speakers will address the current failed eco- 
nomic model and focus on areas such as 
agriculture, the environment, human rights, 
labor rights, consumer rights, food 
safety, public health and more. Please contact 
The International Forum on Globalization, 
1555 Pacific Ave., San Francisco, CA 94109, 
(415) 771-3394; fax 771-1121; www.ifg.org. 


InfiaSitinjj the LancC 

A CONFERENCE ON CULTURE AND ECOLOGY 
FEATURING: WES JACKSON 
PRESIDENT OF THE LAND INSTITUTE 
HOCKING HILLS, OHIO, SEPTEMBER 10-12 
THE BUCKEYE FOREST COUNCIL AT (740) 549-6400 


Chiapas ‘Media 

Project 

The Chiapas Media Project is seeking partici- 
pants for their next delegation to indigenous 
communities in Chiapas, Mexico August 7-17. 

The Project has scholarships available for 
youth of color (ages 18-29). 

The Chiapas Media Project (CMP) pro- 
vides tools and training that enable 
marginalized indigenous communities in 
Chiapas to create their own media. Working 
bi-nationally, CMP provides video cameras, 
editing equipment and media technology 
training to communities in Chiapas. 

Our delegations offer participants the 
chance to learn about and directly experi- 
ence life in the Indigenous communities of 
Chiapas. These delegations demonstrate soli- 
darity with the people in the communities 
by delivering video cameras and computers. 
Delegates travel with Mexican and indig- 
enous trainers who oversee community- 
based workshops in video production and/ 
or computers. 

If you speak Spanish and have experience 
with video production or computers, you can 
participate in the courses. Otherwise, delegates 
will be incorporated into the life of the com- 
munity. No experience with video equipment 
or computers is necessary to participate in a 
delegation. In all cases, you have an unique 
opportunity to learn first-hand about day-to- 
day community life in Chiapas. You share the 
struggles and dreams and return to the US with 
a broader understanding of the lives of indig- 
enous Chiapanecos. 

The delegation costs $400 plus airfares. This 
covers ground transport (the most expensive 
part), lodging and most food. Students and 
youth of color are eligible for scholarships. 

T3(pfECT VWEOS 

"Tour '99 is the latest release from the indig- 
enous video-makers in he autonomous re- 
gions in Chiapas. The video includes 3 parts. 
The first is a description of the Media Project 
and the various on-going programs that they 
sponsor — human rights monitoring, women's 
workshops and computer workshops. 

The second part is an in-camera edit made 
by people in El Trabajo Autonomous Mu- 
nicipality about their sugar cane collective. 
The third part, entitled "Ano Nuevo 1999" 
("New Years 1999"), was filmed in Ejido 
Morelia and features exclusive video footage 
of the most recent New Years' celebration 
there. The video was shot and edited by 
videomakers from the community of San 
Andres Sakamch'en. 

Also available is "The Bad Harvest" a four- 
teen-minute snapshot that documents how 
1998's severe weather, intensive militariza- 
tion and a lack of technical assistance have 
affected crops in the Chiapan highlands. It 
tells a poignant story of poverty using first 
hand testimony from several indigenous 
communities. 

"Now we cannot work because we are afraid 
of the army," laments a young woman who 
traces a large part of the problem to the 
military presence throughout the state. 

The video is a co-production of indigenous 
youth who are learning video skills through 
the Chiapas Media Project and professional 
video producers from Mexico and the US. 
Tour '99— $20 
The Bad Harvest — $15 
Set of 2— $30 
Send checks to: 

Chiapas Media Project 4834 N. Springfield 
Chicago, IL 60625; (773)583-7728; 
cmp@>vida.com. 
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2ncCNucCear Jree Northeast 
Action Camp 

Dummerston, 'Vermont, August 20-28 


Last year's first such endeavor 
drew 500 people to the week- 
long camp of workshops, semi- 
nars and trainings. Last year's 
camp concluded with a rally and 
civil disobedience action at the 
Vermont Yankee nuclear reactor 
where 21 people were arrested. 

The camp is part of the growing 
Nuclear Free Northeast campaign, 
which is working to close atomic 
power reactors. Already, four 
major commercial reactors have 
permanently shut in the region: 
Yankee Rowe, Connecticut Yan- 
kee, Maine Yankee and Millstone- 
2. But several other reactors are 
troubled from both safety and 


economic standpoints. 

"This year, we are extending our 
campaign geographically to include 
all of New York State, including^ the 
Indian Point reactors, and Newjer- 
sey, including the Salem, Hope 
Creek and Oyster Creek reactors," 
said Debby Katz, president of Citi- 
zens Awareness Network (CAN), a 
grassroots organization with offices 
in Massachusetts, Vermont, New 
York and Connecticut. 

The camp is being sponsored 
by CAN, The Nuclear Informa- 
tion and Resource Service and 
The Ruckus Society. 

Contact CAN at (413) 339-5781; 
can@shaysnet.com;www.nirs.org. 


RAINFOREST ACTION NETWORK 

llth ANNUAL RAINFOREST 
ACTION CHAUTAUQUA 

BREVARD, NORTH CAROLINA, AUGUST 18-23 

Come to a gathering of the grassroots rainforest protection movement in the 
beautiful heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains at the edge of Pisgah National Forest 
just 20 minutes from Ashville, NC. Join us for campaign strategy sessions, skills 
trainings, issue briefings, activist community building and of course plenty of fire 
pit fun and lakeside leisure. Chautauqua is a fun, rejuvenating and empowering 
forum for activists to share their skills, reflect on our work and identify the ways 
we can build stronger movements for ecological sanity and justice. Don't miss 
one of the biggest and most productive yearly gatherings in the international 
forest protection movement. 

For more information contact the Rainforest Action Network at 221 Pine, 5th 
Floor, San Francisco, CA 94104; (415) 398-4404; rags@ran.org; www.ran.org. 


jnS 16th Annual Twin Oaks Women's Gathering 

m , Women: Celebrating 
Wk? i n Community 

August 27-29 

Music • Drumming • Camping • Swimming •Workshops 
Dance • Sweats • Mud Pit* Singing • Games 

Sliding scale $40-$140, contact Twin Oaks Rd., Louisa, VA 23093; 
gathering@twinoaks. org; (540) 894-5126, fax (540) 894-4112. 




On Indian land 


On Indian Land is an American 
Indian issues newspaper cover- 
ing topics of importance to 
indigenous peoples of North 
America, including treaty, 
land, and sovereignty rights, 
religious freedom, and poli- 
tical prisoners. Subscription 
rates for 1 year/4 issues are: 

$12 (individual) 

$20 (institution) 

Make check out & send to: 

Support for Native Sovereignty 
P0 Bor 2104, Seattle WA 98111 


The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would like to live rent- 
free and caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887-EF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377.(602) 488-1970. 

www.angelfire.com/wa/caretaker 


.<38*1 CONCERNED . 

SINGLES — ■ Q 
jggjgjlg NEWSLETTER 

links compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
■HXSkLL- the environment, 

and a healthy society. 

N Nationwide • All ages ■ Since 1984 

J Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
I Lenox Dale. MA 01 242; 

call (413) 445-6309; 

or browse http://www.concamedsinglea.com 


United Kingdom Earth First! 
Summer Gathering 

August 1 8-23 


Since 1992, the Earth First! 
Summer Gathering has been a t 
space for all activists involved 
in environmental direct action, 
from around Britain and fur- 
ther afield, to come together, 
learn new skills and plan cam- 
paigns. The 1999 gathering, in 
East Anglia, should have plenty 
to interest and inspire you, 
whether you have been active 
for years or are j ust starting out. 


During the four day gathering 
there will be hundreds of work- 
shops and discussions focussed 
around networking, skill shar- 
ing and campaign planning. For 
details on the location please 
send a self addressed stamped 
envelope to EF! Gathering Map, . 
Cornerstone Resource Centre, 
16SholebrokeAve., Leeds LS7 
3HB; gathering99@iname.com; 
www.eco-action.org/gathering. 
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Culture and Animals Foundation 
14th Annual 

Compassionate Living Festival 
October 1-3, 1999 Raleigh, NC 

^ Featuring Howard Lyman, Joanne 
Stepaniak, Richard Ryder, and other 
great speakers 

^ With inspiring, informative presenta- 
tions on veganism, fur, direct action, 
students' rights, the history of animat 
rights, cats, dogs, and animals as 
spiritual teachers 
^ Plus gourmet vegan meals! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION WRITE OR CALLS 

Culture and animal* founoation 
380* Eden croft drive 
RALSiaM, NC 37813 
TtL (818) 783-3738 4F 

FAX <81*)783~*4*4 CAF 


the Nuclear 
Resister^s 


information about 
& support for 
imprisoned 
anti-nuclear & 
anti-war activists 


• Action reports & future actions • 
Prisoner support info • International 
resistance news • Writings from jail • 
A network for nonviolent direct action 


$ 15/year 

(US$20 Canada. US $25 overseas) 

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 


POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA 
nukeresister@igc.org 
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Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 

Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 


Tiether you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 

E covers the “big”-issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E's “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 


^ • Send me my FREE 
| LJ JL Hi • trial issue of E/The 
Environmental Magazine. If I like it, I can 
| subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 
_ $19.95. If not. I’ll just return the subscription 
| invoice marked “cancel” and return it to you. 

I The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 
or obligation to me. 


CITY. STATE, ZIP 


E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 |i 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572 ! 
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3VRMTD "WITH yiSIONS 



aApmccoii’s 6^xa?€m* 


foaflbweB is tlje com pollen, 
to tfje tnBes of tlje Soutfjwest 
5prin£fe5 in (jofp rituaf to 
assure tlje fertility of eartfj 

Suclj are tlje waps of worship 

of tlje naturaf matt 

Bespect for tfje forces wfjtcfj keep tfje 

worfiS in Balance Between fife an5 Seatfj 

Tlow, a vile genetic afcfjetnp (jew transformed 
golden grains of pollen into particles of doom 
in rowed fields of man made Bfigljt 
to Be tinp agents of deatlj in wind powered ffigfjt 

Caterpillars feeding on milKweed poisoned 
"Cfje formation of tlje cfjrpsafis now 
nature’s faded dream 

tlje miracle aBorteB of tlje BOonarcIj’s angef flight 

tDfjife tlje Kappaccini (Corporation counts 
tlje stiver earned Bp nature’s Betrapaf 
}£>rofit Bp anp means its game 
ioeedfess of tlje world awaiting 

tlje BDottarcIjs tfjat never came 

—Sid Bridges 

*from W. loawtljome’s Kappaccini’s Daugfjter 



HUMANURE INSTEAD O' SEWERS 

The wild is no place for fecophobes 

The air and earth are teeming with microbes 

We face our shit here 

We sniff it, touch it 

Stir it, eventually eat it 

Shitting with a view of mountain peaks 
Letting out plops in between leaks 
Shitting in the midst of a thunder shower 
Feeling the pleasure and the power 

Squatting and squeezing 
Grunting while releasing 
The way Life intended 
Along with the Circle, 

My spirit is mended 
It's a basic human need 
Colons and conscience emptied 

Shit shoot shat 

"My friend broke open a coyote scat 
I stepped in bear shit in my bare feet 
Got a good look at what the bears eat 
Lots of berry seeds It even smelled sweet 
A perfect system 
The cycle s complete 

—Mike Devereaux 




aCC rig fits reserved to the authors 


So the critters are meeting, having conversation 
Planning the fa^e of the human damnation 
Here's the proposal \ 

Dodo Bird corporation will develop 
Suburbville, grow a forest kind of a ’landfill" 

The humans' homes are in the way 
Their stores, roads, the places they play 
and the humans themselves are in question today 
"They're nuts, let's eat 'em* the squirrel chipped in 
The crow said 'let's peck 'em all in the shins." 

"Y'all are so crooooooL hoo hoo hool, domt you care? 
The peopla they all need to live somewhere." 

These were the words of the wise spotted owl. 

The coyote grimaced and let out a howl 
The redwood tree watched w/ scorn & a scowl 
' Fuckin' liberal " said the wolf with a growl 
'Let’s hunt 'em awhile, thin 'em out* said the deer 
They've been nicely fattened on twinkies & BEEP 
(pound 3x] order order order said the boar 
we need to develop more living space there 
clear cut the suburbs, clean up the air 
growth, growth, growth, more trees lakes & spaces! 
I'm so sick of malls, and freshly scrubbed faces 


Besiiides— it's not like humans are endangered or anything, 
"yeah" said the skunk "who cares what they think 
They have no power, no votes & they stink" 

"They stink* let's roll in them" barked feral dog 
"or sink ’em up to their neck in the bog" 

"We’re from the MASCARA Club" said some flies, 

"Please may we propose this compromise?" 

"we know the humans are a bunch of brats 
but they still deserve some habitat 
just leave some houses, a few per acre 
and maybe a place they can worsh 
Then they'll be OK, and won't seem 

it's not like we're asking them to be 

"good idea, everyone wins" said the feral human." 

"The fit will survive, a la Charly Darwin 
we ll dirt fill their pools, bulldoze homes, put up forests 
put some in zoos and museums, for the tourists." 

"OK, so it's settled, their party is over 
we re reclaiming their land to forests, and clover. 

And leave 'em some fragments, so they won't feel so so 
Now, next on the agenda, about that big dam... 

— T. Handy Loon 
7.98 RRR Umpqua 


brutal 


Send poems to: "Warrior Toets Society , JASV.C 'Box 361, BerkeCey, CJA 94720-4510 


Political Prisoner Directory 


MOVE 9 

Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, SCI Graterford, 
POB 244, Graterford, PA 19426-0244, USA 
Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4984, SCI 
Camp Hill, PA 17001-0200, USA 
Janet Holloway Africa, #006308, SCI Cam- 
bridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Avenue, Cam- 
bridge Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, 
Dallas, PA 18612, USA 

Janine Phillips Africa, #006309, SCI Cam- 
bridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Avenue, Cam- 
bridge Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA 
William Phillips Africa, #AM4984, SCI Dal- 
las, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Graterford, POB 244, Graterford, PA 19426-0244 
Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, SCI Cam- 
bridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Avenue, Cam- 
bridge Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA 
Merle Austin Africa (R.I.P.) 

Black Liberation 

Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI Greene, 
1040 East Roy Furman Highway, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370-8090, USA 

Russel Maroon Shoats,#AF3855, SCI Greene, 
1040 E. Roy Furman Highway, Waynesburg PA 
15370-8090, USA 

Sekou Odinga, 05228-054, Box 1000, Marion 
IL 62959, USA 


Sundiata Acoli (C.Squire), #39794-066, POB3000, 
White Deer, PA 17887, USP Allenwood, USA 
Ojore Nuru Lutalo, #59860, CN-861, Trenton, 
NJ 08625, USA 

Albert Washington, #77A1528, CCFMain, POB 
2001, Dannemora, NY 12929-2001, USA 
Anthony Jalil Bottom, #77A4283, POB 338, 
Napanoch, NY 12458, USA 
Dr. Mutulu Shakur, #83205-012, POB PMB, D- 
Unit 105, Atlanta GA 30315, USA 
Herman Bell, #79C0262, POB 51, Comstock, 
NY 12821-0051, USA 

Marshall Eddie Conway, #116469, Box 534, 
Jessup, MD 20794, USA 
Hanif S. Bey (B. Gereau), #96544-131, POB 
8500 ADX, Florence, CO, USA 

Native Sovereignty 

Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 1000, 
Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA 
Robert H. Wilson (Standing Deer), #640289, 
Pack One Prison, Route 3, Box 300, Navasota 
TX 77869, USA 

Anti-Imperialist 

Ray Luc Levasseur, #10376-016, POB 8500 

ADX, Florence, CO 81226-8500, USA 

Richard Williams, #10377-016, 3901 Klien 

Blvd., Lompoc, CA 93436, USA 

Jaan Karl Laaman, #10372-016, POB 1000, 

Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA 

Thomas Manning, #10373-016, POB 1000, 


Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA 
Sylvia Baraldini, #05125-054, FCI Danbury, 
Pembroke Station, Danbury, CT 06811, USA 
Linda Evans, #19973-054, Unit A,' 5701 8th 
St, Camp Parks, Dublin, CA 94568, USA 
Marilyn Buck, 5701 8th St., Camp Parks, 
Dublin, CA 94568, USA 
Bill Dunne, #10916-086, POB 1000, Marion, 
IL 62959, USA 

Larry Giddings, #10917-086, POB 1000, 
Lewisburg, PA 17837, USA 
David Gilbert, #83A6158, POB 51, Comstock, 
NY, 12821-0051, USA 

Yu Kikumura, #09008-050, POB 8500 ADX, 
Florence, CO 81226-8500, USA 

Puerto Rican Independentistas 

Alejandrina Torres, #92154-024, FCI Danbury, 
Pembroke Station, Danbury, CT 06811, USA 
Alicia Rodriguez, #88972-024, Unit B, 5701 
8th St., Camp Parks, Dublin, CA 94568, USA 
Jose Solis Jordan, #08121-424, 71 West Van 
Buren, Chicago, II 60605, USA (awaiting transfer) 
Elizam Escobar, #88969-025, Box 1500, FCI El 
Reno-Unitl, El Reno, OK 73036, USA 
Oscar Lopez Rivera, #87651-025, Box 33, Terre 
Haute, IN 47808, USA 
Adolfo Matos, #88968-024, 3901 Klien Blvd., 
Lompoc, CA 93436, USA 
Ricardo Jimenez, #88967-024 A-2, Box 33; 
Terre Haute, IN 47808, USA 


EARTH FIRST! PROJECTS 
AND CAMPAIGNS 

Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project , 

POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 
www.wildrockies.org/cma 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(925) 376-7329; fax 631-7958 

HCR 82/Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 

Northeast Forest Practices Campaign 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 

noreastah@acadia.net 

Sea Defense Alliance 

POB 400, Williams, OR 97544 

sedna@cdsn#tnet 

Warrior Poets Society 

ASUC Box 361, Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 

Zero Extraction on Public Lands 

EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 


For more information: 

Direct Action Defense Fund, POB 57357 
Tucson, AZ 85732-7357, USA; (520) 795-5171 
North American ALF Support Group, Box 
69597, 5845 Yonge. St, Willowdale, Ont M2M 
4K3, Canada 

Earth Liberation Prisoners Zine: 
www.geocities.com/RainForest/Jungle/1664 


Earth First! Trinkets and Snake Oil 


T-SHIRTS 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on black. S, M, L and XL for 
$12, XXL for $15 

Arm And Hammer Wrench 

White on yellow. S, M and L for 
$15 

Earth First! Fist 
Black fist on willow or olive or green 
fist on unbleached. S, M, L and XL 
for $12 and XXL for $15 
Two-color, green and white fist 
on black or multi-colored fist on 
black or forest green. S, M, L and 
XL for $15 and XXL for $17.50 

Earth First! Tools 

Black on natural. S, M, L and XL 

for $12 

Eagle 

Black on natural. S, M, L and XL 
for $12 

Visualize Direct Action 
Black and white on natural. S, M, 
L and XL for $12 



Cotton Caps 

Desert camo, adjustable band $12 



Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches $3 


Tools Bandana 
Unbleached 100 percent cotton, 
slogans printed with non-toxic 
ink, $3 

Monkeywrench Pendent 
12" necklace, sterling siver $15 
One post earring $10 
One dangle earring $10 
Lapel pin $10 

Rubber Stamp 
Sturdy wood-block stamps from 
unfinished scrap lumber 
EF! fist or tools $5 

Hemp Wallet 
Tan with black and green fist 
and black lettering, specify 
wording "Greed Kills" or "Earth 
First!" $10 

Hemp Cap 

Tan with black and green em- 
broidered fist, black lettering, 
adjustable size $14 

Window Sticker 

3-inch EF! Fist, 4 for $1 


BUMPERSnQKERS 

Most are $1 

• American Wilderness: Love it 
or Leave it Alone 

• Another Mormon on Drugs 

• Copulate Don't Populate 

• Darwin (words inside fish) 

• Devellopers Go Build in Hell 

• Don't Like Environmentalists? 
Put Them Out of Work 

• Dream Back the Bison, Sing 
Back the Swan 

• Earth First! 

• Eschew Surplage 

• Fight the Power 

• Hayduke Lives! 

• I'd Rather Be 
Monkeywrenching 

• If Your Pecker Was As Small 
As Mine You'de Need a Muscle 
Wagon, Too (on non-removable 
paper, $.50 each) 

• I'll Take My Beef Poached, 
Thanks 


• Love Your Mother, Don't 
become A Father 

• Love Your Mother, Don't 
Become One 

• Native (with Earth graphic) 

• Nature Bats Last 

• Not Politically Correct 

• Pay Your Rent, Work for 
the Earth 

• Question Technology 

• Real Men Don't Shoot Wolves 

• Real Men Get Vasectomies 

• Resist Much, Obey Little 

• Save the Dammed Salmon 

• Save the Wild 

• Stop Clearcutting (on non- 
removable paper $.50) 

• Stop Public Lands Ranching 

• Stop the Forest Service, Save 
Our Wild Country 

• Subvert the Dominant 
Paradigm 

• Thank You for Not Breeding 

• Think GLobally, Act Locally 

• Visualize Industrial Collapse 


r— ————————— ———————————————— i 

! Earth First! Merchandise Order Form ! 


# description color size price 



























TOTAL $ 
foriegn orders add 15% 

1 


Name 

Street 

City State/Country Zip 

Make checks payable to the Earth First! Journal. 

Allow 3-1 weeks for delivery. Questions? Call (541) 344-8004. 

Send to: EF! Merchandise, POB 1415, Eugene, Or 97440 USA 
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No Compromise is published quarterly. 
Back issues are $2 each. 

Phone: 1-800-604-5427 
E-mail: NoCompQwasta.org 
www.nocompromlao.org 


Checks should be made payable to Animal 
Rights America and sent to: 

No Compromise 

PO Box 5236, Old Bridge. NJ 08857 
[ ] $15 Subscription [ ] $20 Outside US 
[ ] $10 Low income [ ] $ Donation* 


Address 

City State Zip 

‘Animal Rights America « afadanlymcogn 


tax organization -afdbnafore are faty tax 


f Turn Your Phone into An 

EarthPhone! 

You make the call: Do you want your telephone bill supporting obnoxious 
corporate a) campaigns, or Earth First! Journal! 

With our Affinity Long Distance service, every time you make a long dis- 
tance call, 5% of your charges go to Earth First! Journal 

We offer you a choice of rate plans: 15*/minute all the time; 10* off-peak/25 1 
peak (Mon.-Fri. 7—7); or 10* ail the time ( 10t plan has $5 monthly fee if usage is bdow 
130). Also, tow rates for in-state calls and business phones; calling cards; etc. 

More information: Steve Freedkin, 510-644-2778, Steve@InternetAddress.com, 
or on the Web at- http://home^printmail.com/-sfreedkin/a ffinlty.html 


ki'tSTUDENT MOVEMENT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTfCEfSAlfVEAND 
rfjsfl lg IS A STUDENT ’RUN, STUDENT ‘LED NATIONAL NETWORK OF 
StVE ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS DEDICATED TO UPROOTING 


KNTAt INJUSTICES THROUGH ACTION AMD EDUCATION. ^ 

Q TPikesfodd □ 8 % 


student asp touth 

ACTIVISTS WITH ARTICLES, 

action alerts; rector a i 
UfDATES, COU TACTS 
CALENDARS OP EVEN TS 
AND MOREl 


NATIONAL CFFICE TOR 
MPB IN FORMATION 4 
«rrf=//’vviLSEAaoRa 

I ZIS-ZZZ'+W 
275-222-2SS6 (pax) 

SEACVSEAC0R4 

P© Box SWOT 
Philadelphia PA WO* 


How bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 


clip and send to: 

Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

P O $500 Lifetime Subscription 

CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 Surface Mail, 

CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Air Mail, Can 

CD $35 Anonymous Envelope (1st class) CD $45 Air Mail, Inten 

CD $ _DONATION CD $45 Corporate o 


Subscriber Name 


Address . 


State 


CD $35 Surface Mail, International (US$) 

CD $35 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

CD $45 Air Mail, International (US$, no foreign checks) 

CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

Credit Card Orders 

Visa/MC (circle one) 

Card # 

Exp. date (month/year) 

Zip Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 




HKlJMi 


The Molotov 

C OCKTAIL 

1. Fill bottle just over half full with 
flammable liquid (gas/petroLkerosene) 

2. Add thickening agent (crushed 
styrofoam, palm oil, dish soap, etc.) 
until bottle is two-thirds Tull 

3. Plug bottle with fuel soaked rag 

4. The air in the top third of bottle causes 
explosion on impact 

5. Light and throw! 

6. For further instructions see new CD! 


A. Soundtrack for 
Post World Insurrection 


New musical and propaganda release from Post World Industries 
Available thru EF! Journal at activist prices! 

And at record stores everywhere! 


/Breaking 

video magazine 


Tired of mass media bias against €co- WarriorsP So were 
we I Breaking Free Video Magazine is a VHS periodical 
documenting direct action against those who destroy 
the earth and its creatures 1 


Order your copy of Breaking Free for $10 + $3 
Shipping and Packaging. Add $10 + $1 shipping for 
each additional copy up to 5. Contact us for bulk rates. 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: c^t/uaci/w Production* 


Visit our website at: 
http://www.efn.org/~joshua 


P.O. Box 50486 
Eugene, OR 97405 


NO COMPROMISE! 

The Militant, Direct Action Magazine of 
Grassroots Animal Liberationists & Their Supporters 


Every issue is jam packed with ALF action updates, interviews with activists, 
useful how-to information, commentary, news and reports from grassroots groups 
around the world. No Compromise is written by activists for activists. 
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US Earth 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 


IDAHO 

* Northern Rockies Preservation Project 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 
nrpp@lesbois. com 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 


POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

Soren Wuerth 

c/o Alaska Action Center 

POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523 

(907) 566-2468; flshtree@alaska.net 

AR IZO NA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

tucsonef@juno.com 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.uccnau.edu 

CALIFO R N IA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 
Luna Media-Julia Butterfly 
POB 1256, Eureka, CA 95502 
(707) 825-7109; www.lunatree.org 
lunanews@humboldtl .com 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Chemey, POB 34 
Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
Sonoma County EF!/Biotech Last! 
POB 3321, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
(707) 523-4196 

Sierra EF!, 228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

Davis EFl/FOW-Cascadia 

(530) 753-1678 

Fairfax Action Team 

POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 

F.R.E.A.K. of Nature EF! 

POB 8493, Green Valley Lake, CA 92341 
Sacramento EF! 

POB 376, Carmichael, CA 95609 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

(510) 848-8724 

Bay Area Activist Hotlines 

(510) 594-4000 x222; (415) 332-5800 x324 

djenni McGowan 

4210 Judah St. #103, SF, CA 94122 

(707) 789-8454; djenni@hotmail.com 

Santa Cruz EF1/EF! Radio 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cmzio.com 

Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 

www.sbnatural.com/ef 

Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 

(909) 422-1637; www.sagecoundl.com 

Tribes EF! c/o DR Chance 

POB 10487, San Bernadino, CA 92423 

DRChance3@aol.com 

Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 
(760) 740-1174; sdef@envirolink.org 
COL ORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
wildemess_defense@email.com 
www.geodties.com/rainforest/1443 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152; ah@amigo.net 

FL QR JDA 

Big Bend EF!, POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316; (904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF!, POB 17838 
Clearwater, FL 34622; (813) 538-9050 
Alachua EF!, POB 1638 
Alachua, FL 32616; (904) 462-3374 
Miami EF! 

EarthFlrstMiami@hotmail.com 

www.geodties.com/RainForest/Andes/7667 

QE QRGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 
Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 
HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 


(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 
cove@moscow.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 

friends@enterad.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 351-0312; sprklblu@sui.edu ' 

INDIANA 

Indiana Forest Alliance 

POB 1074, Bloomington, IN 47402 

(812) 332-4878 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
KANSA S 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(800) 821-5073 #556-8233 (pager) 
LOUISIANA 
Louisiana EF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 

M ASSA C HUSETT S 

Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

Mass Dired Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

Heather La Capria, 135 Eutaw St #3, 

East Boston, MA 02128; (617) 569-3969 

Boston EF!, POB 398060 

Cambridge, MA 02139; (617) 806-7547 

bostonearthfirst@hotmail.com 

Jon Chance, 72 Peterborough Street 

Apt.31, Boston MA 02215 

(617) 859-8155; jpchance@usa.net 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 

(616) 383-9317 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 

MINN ESOTA 

North American ALF Press Office 
POB 103, Osseo, MN 55369 
(612) 601-0978; naaIfpo@waste.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 

(612) 362-3387; bigwoodsef@hotmaiLcom 

Wilderness First!, POB 16075 

St. Paul, MN 55116; wdumess@aol.com 

www.geodties.com/RainForest/7094 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCaU 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(573) 443-6832 
74747.2052@compuserve.com 
Chinquapin Resistance, POB 63232 
St. Louis, MO 63163; (314) 772-6463 
MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Projed 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT S9937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF1, POB 9286 
Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 728-5733 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Projed 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
’New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW JERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Projed 
POB 506, Blobmfleld, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 

Green Vigilance, 46 E. Monroe, Mt. 
Holly, NJ 08060; (609) 265-0392 
NEW MEXICO 
Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

(505) 588-8128 

New Mexico Dired Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 


First! Directory 


NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4225; fax 925-8715 
wetlandsecodept@looksmart.com 
Foghorn, POB 889, Westhampton 
Beach, NY 11978; (516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 

OFF!, Off Campus College Office 
SUNY Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 
(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 
Projed Harmony 

216 West 122nd Street, NY NY 10027 
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 
More Gardens! Coalition 
50 Avenue B, NY NY 10009 
moregardens3@hotmail.com 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF!, POB 1485 
Asheville, NC 28802; (828) 285-0631 
Kattiah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 
(910) 973-7032; stemoody@wilkes.net 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 

Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 

Ohio Valley EF!, POB 17, Univ. of Cin. 

Cindnnati, OH 45221-1001 

(513) 281-6892 

Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF!, 23 Elliott St 
Athens, OH 45701; (740) 592-2581 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 4S255 

QRE G QN 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305; swef@efn.org 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977, mickey@efn.org 
www.ecoecho.org 
Earth First! Journal 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
earthflrst@igc.org, www.enviroweb.org/ef 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Allegheny Defense Projed 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 764-5779; adp@envirollnk.org 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF! Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjgb@mindspring.com 
Upper TN/Lebanon EF! 

1902 Westgate Dr, Springfield, TN 37172 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St., Austin, TX 78722; 
(512) 478-7666; entropy@eden.com 
South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 

(512)937-6019 

East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Lusus Naturaes Env. Collective 
1421 Longhorn, Houston, TX 77080 
lususnaturae71@hotmail.com 
UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 
Save the Corporations 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 
VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF!, Rt 1, Box 250 

Staunton, VA 22401; (540) 885-6983 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 * 

(540) 982-0492 

EF! Collective @VCU 

Student Activities Center, Box 93 

POB 842035, Richmond, VA 23284 

52mjredm@atias.edu; (804) 353-5055 


Steven Smith 

5435 Argali Crescent, Norfolk VA 23508 

ha ver@worldnet.att. net 

Earth First! Collective 

Student Activities Center, VCU #93 

POB84203S, 907 Floyd Ave 

Richmond VA 23284 

(804) 353-5055; s2mjredm@atlas.edu 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
ph/fax (206) 632-1656; Sea-ef@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 
(360) 867-9054; olyearthfirst@hotmail.com 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Central Appalachian Biodiversity Projed 
Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
(304) 754-9161 


WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison; WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 

www.geodties.com/rainforest/4101 

North Forests EF!, 748 Algoma Blvd 

Oshkosh, WI 54901; (920) 424-0265 

Driftless EF! c/o WPA 

419 Summit Ave, Eau Claire, WI 54701 

(608) 782-6997 

Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 143, Menomonie, WI 54751-0790 
Sand County EF! 

308 Nelson Hall, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
dchurl99@uwsp.edu 


International EF! Directory 


Check out the international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 

ef_au@hotmail.com 

www.green.net.au/ozef_update/ 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd Via Dalby, Qld 4405 

ph/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 

admin@earthflrst.org.au 

CANADA 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

EF! Manitoba 

599 Talbot Ave, Winnipeg, 

Manitoba R2L 0R7; (204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto POB 195 Stn. B, 119 

Spadina Ave., Toronto, ON M5T 

2W1; earthfirst.toronto@tao.ca 

EF! Ottawa Box 4612, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

Autonomous Green Action 

POB 4721, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 

di695@freenet.carleton.ca 

EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e Stage 

Montreal, Quebec H2X2T3 

CZE CH REPUBL IC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@czn.cz 

USE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 

Limerick Talamh Glas 

41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 

ENGLAND 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action Update/ Cornerstone 
Resource Centre 
16 Sholebroke Ave., Chapeltown 
Leeds, LS7 3HB; 0113 262 9365 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef/earthflrst.html 
Oxford EF!, Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd, 
Oxford, 0X4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die, POB 2971, Brighton 
BN2 2GY, savage@easynet.co.uk 
FRANCE 

Carbusters/Resouice Ctr 

44 rue Burdeau, 69001 Lyon; (33) 4 

72 00 23 57 carbusters@wanadoo.fr 

G ERMANY 

EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 

INDIA 
Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 


Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 

http://groenfr.huizen.dds.nl 

PHIL I PP INES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

189 San Antonio Ext SFDM 

1105 Quezon City 

POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko, Biala 4 

ph/fax 048-33-8183153 

wapienica@pnrwi.most.org.pl 

In Defense of the Earth 

Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 

"W OBRONIEZIEMI" Domonika Baryla 

ul. Llmanowskiego 138/42, 91-038, 

Lodz, Poland, (+48 42) 653-38-16 

goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups ) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 

Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 

ph/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 

ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! * 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB; 44 (0)41 
636 1924/339 8009; fax 44 (0)41 424 
3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 
SLOVAKIA 
Slobodn& altemativa 
Staromestskd 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

S OUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 
10F, Garden Tower Bldg., 98-78 
Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu 
Seoul 110-350; environ@cholllan.net 

SPAIN 

Manuel A Demandes, Taller de E. A 
A CURUXA, J. B„ XelmirerJ, Campus 
Universitario, 1570 S Santiago 
(81) 584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 VSnersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 
Box 34089, 100 26 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195; sea@motkraft.net 
www.motkraft.net/sea/ 

U KR AINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
Nadia Shevchenko, POB 322, Kiev 252187 
+7 38 (044) 2657628; fax 38 (044) 
550-6068; rk@cd.glasnet.ru 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt 
foundation which funds 
research, education and 
literature projects. Funding 
proposals and donations 
can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 

POB 86151 

Portland, OR 97286-0151 
(503) 232-1286 


Thanks! from the 
Earth First! Journal 

For the last 19 years, the EF! 
Journal has relied on your sub- 
scriptions and donations to 
continue its existence. Tax deduct- 
able donations can be sent to: 

Forever Wild Fund, c/o EF!J 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 344-8004 
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GE Execs Quake at 
Frankenfood Fallout 


by Ronnie Cummins & Ben Lilliston 

"Almost 100 percent of our agricultural 
exports in the next five years will be geneti- 
cally modified or combined with bulk com- 
modities that are genetically modified. 
The Europeans have an absolute fear, 
unfounded by any scientific basis, of ac- 
cepting these products... the EU’s fear of 
bioengineered foods... is the single greatest 
trade threat that we face." 

— Stuart Eizenstat, nominee for the 
SECOND-HIGHEST JOB AT THE US TREASURY 
Department, testifying before the US 
Senate on June 29, 1999 
Mass public resistance against ge- 
netically engineered (GE) foods and 
crops in Western Europe and India, 
spearheaded by a strong grassroots cam- 
paign in Britain, appears to be on the 
verge of spreading into North America 
and across the globe. Rumors are circu- 
lating in Europe that two of the largest 
GE transnationals — Novartis and 
AstraZeneca — may bow out of agricul- 
tural biotechnology altogether. If mass 


anti-biotech campaigns catch 
fire in North America and Ja- 
pan — and solidarity and coop- 
eration continues to increase 
between activists in the North 
and South — the Brave New 
World of biotechnology may 
be short-lived. 

Recent progress in the anti- 
GE movement: 

•Onjune 24, European Union 
(EU) environmental ministers 
moved to implement the legal 
equivalent of a three-year mora- 
torium on any new approvals 
of GE foods or crops. The mora- 
torium will remain in effect 
until more stringent safety regulations 
are put in place in 2002. No GE foods 
have been approved in Europe since 
April 1988. While the powerftil Euro- 
pean biotech trade association, 
EuropaBio, criticized the moratorium 
as "deplorable," Greenpeace spokes- 
woman Louise Gale categorized the 
ministerial decision as "a clear step in 



Decontaminating the oil-seed rape in Oxfordshire, England 


the right direction," recognizing EU 
citizens' "massive rejection of geneti- 
cally modified organisms (GMOs) in 
food and agriculture." US Trade Repre- 
sentative Charlene Barshefsky com- 
plained that the GE approval process 
in the EU had completely broken down 
and warned that the White House was 
considering the possibility of eco- 


Timber Town and Treesltters Unite 

to Stop the 
1-90 Swap 

"We're going to save this place!" and 
the astonishment that a room full of 
loggers, mill workers, prospectors and 
the rest of a timber town were united in 
the fight to do it. 

The 1-90 Land Exchange is the near 
decade-long effort of the recently-pied 
Charlie Raines of the Sierra Club's Cas- 
cade Checkerboard Project. It presum- 
ably seeks to address the ownership mess 
that was created when the Northern Pa- 
cific Railroad was granted every other 
square mile of land in a 100-mile corridor 
for a northern rail route across six states. 
Although the land was to be sold to settlers for $2.50 per 
acre, Northern Pacific never finished the railroad and never 
sold the land as required in the land grant. The property was 
then transferred to Burlington Northern Railroad and then 
to Burlington Resources which spun off Plum Creek in 1 989 
to liquidate the forest. Where the trees were fat and easy to 
reach, the work is already done. But some sections are high 
elevation or difficult to reach. The business plan for these 
areas is to threaten to cut and thereby leverage a trade for 
easy to reach public old growth. 

To secure 1-90 vistas, provide additional hiking for the 
burgeoning Seattle area and to make intact a northern 
Cascades wildlife corridor, the Sierra Club sought 48,000 
acres of Plum Creek land. Negotiations to determine the 
sacrifice zones were long and drawn out and included 
areas from the other side of the state. The process to protect 
the public interest in such a complicated negotiation 



Here above Randle, Washington, the Forest Service has officially permitted the treesit. 


by Tim Ream 

"I think we should take a vote," beamed 68-year-old Francis 
Looney, lifetime resident of the timber town of Randle, Wash- 
ington, from the front row of the July 29 town meeting. At 
issue was trading 15,000 acres of Gifford Pinchot National 
Forest to Plum Creek Timber Company. In return the Forest 
Service would acquire 48,000 acres of the corporation's land. 
For Randle this would mean unlocking federal restrictions 
hampering the logging of more than 2,000 acres of Watch 
Mountain which looms over the small southern Washington 
town. The town meeting had included presentations from the 
Western Land Exchange Project, the Forest Service, a forestry 
expert and the newly named Cascadia Defense Network (CDN), 
tree sitting on the mountain. , 

"Who wants to stop the trade?" produced cheers, smiles 
and hands, hands, hands from the 150 people in attendance. 
The vote to trade and cut produced a single vote from the 
back of the room. For experienced activists there was a 
confusion of emotion: the thrill that comes when you realize, 


proved too burdensome for Plum Creek. 


continued on page 24 


nomic retaliation by filing a formal 
complaint with the World Trade Or- 
ganization (WTO). 

continued on page 12 

Campesino Tortured 
in Guerrero, Mexico 

One of North America's last fron- 
tier forests, the Sierra de Petatlan in 
Mexico's coastal state of Guerrero, 
is under the threat of commercial 
logging. Rising out of the Pacific 
Ocean into rugged mountains 
reaching nearly 10,000 feet, these 
forests span the coastal ranges be- 
tween the cities of Acapulco and 
Ixtapa, two of the region's largest 
tourist destinations. Tourism is a 
key industry in Guerrero, one of 
Mexico's poorest states. 

Mexico's vast forest resources were 
recently opened up by the 1994 
North American Free Trade Agree- 
ment (NAFTA), which removed re- 
strictions on foreign investment. 
NAFTA changed what foreign in- 
vestors could do with Mexico's com- 
munal land holdings ( ejidos ) which 
comprise almost 80 percent of the 
country's forested land. Within 18 
months of NAFTA's implementa- 
tion, some 15 US logging corpora- 
tions set up south of the border. 

In the spring of 1995, one of 
America's largest wood products 
companies, Boise Cascade, signed a 
contract with a group of ejidos to 
supply 20-million board feet of soft- 
wood timber every year for the next 
five years. Then-governor Ruben 
Figueroa facilitated the deal but was 
soon forced to resign after covering 
up a human rights scandal that saw 
his state police force ambush and 
kill 1 7 small farmers who were pro- 
testing against logging in the area 
by another company. 

continued on page 26 
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Suppression of Truth 



Cops attempt to gas protesters and innocent bystanders on June 18 in Eugene, Oregon. 


I don't need to tell you the system is fucked up. I don't 
need to tell you the human race isn't winning the race and 
that it's taking everything wild and free with it toward mass 
extinction. Nearing the 2000 mark I'm betting we'll see an 
unprecedented rash of mass suicide — whether it's Y2K para- 
noia, religious apocalyptics, victims of martial law, stock- 
holders losing hold. . . Maybe this will help our Mother Earth 
and her inhabitants— probably not. Although cynical, I 
remain optimistic and actually do have hope. Although 
little, I remind myself I 
am not futile. We are bet- 
ter armed with our con- 
victions than the forces of 
authoritarian oppression 
based on capitalism, sex- 
ism, racism, etc. These 
"isms" are a direct (ATM) 
deposit into the belly of 
the global capital demon. 

David took down Goliath 
with a single rock. Who is 
Goliath? Techno-indus- 
try? Capitalism? Apathetic 
convenience? What is 
your rock, and do you 
know how to use it (not 
only defensively but of- 
fensively)? When the "revolution" comes how are you 
going to convince the millions of "a better way?" 

That's where we at the EF! Journal come in. The alternative 
media are a direct threat to the diarrheic system that's been 
shitting on you all your life. The system targets alternative 
media because its voice is not structured, bought and 
delineated the way the institutions prefer. 

I am not ranting about an idea or concept, this is my 
reality. At the June 18 Reclaim the Streets demonstration 
(a world-wide protest against globalization) in Eugene, 
Oregon, 20 people were arrested. Three of those arrested 
were of the alternative media. I am a photojournalist for 
the Student Insurgent, a university publication, and was 
arrested while questioning why I couldn't be in the same 
place as the mainstream media. Tim Lewis, a videographer 
for Cascadia Alive (a local community activist TV show) 
and CopWatch was arrested while standing with the main- 
stream media filming the police tear gas over 200 people. 
Another videographer was arrested and his camera smashed 
while asking how to alleviate the effects of tear gas. All 20 
people were charged with disorderly conduct and interfer- 
ing with police. Three were charged with riot. In the last 
week, many have been given additional charges. The new 
charges threaten all of us with years of jail. In my case, for 
documenting the action. 

Here at the Journal the pen is our weapon. Unfortunately, 
it is more frequently used in defense against an offensive 
civilization that continues to destroy entire ecosystems, 
cultures and species. Each one of you went through some 


form of deprogramming or re-education to reach the 
consciousness you now hold. It is all of our responsibility 
to educate and deprogram others using knowledge first as 
a tool, then as a weapon. Every issue of the EF! Journal 
takes hundreds of hours by a small staff working their 
asses off in effort to deprogram. It's your turn. Write a 
zine. Start a free radio show or a talk/news show on college 
radio. Rant at any open mic available, even if the audience 
hates what you have to say; they will remember. Make 

hundreds of flyers and 
leave them in waiting 
rooms. Get a public 
access TV show, it's 
easy. Do guerrilla the- 
ater downtown. 
Shock value is under- 
rated. You can't ask 
the government to be 
■§. nicer, the police to be 
| more polite, fast food 
£ chains to cut less 
1 rainforest, a patriarch 
| to be less sexist or con- 
■* struction companies 
to build fewer roads. 
We have to stop them! 
Earth First! begins with 
a realization and progresses into action. Mass social and 
environmental change cannot happen globally if the 
masses are unthinking. 

Suppression of alternative media is not new, it's Ameri- 
can tradition. Every piece of "subversive" literature at- 
tacks the common domesticated mentality that is fed 
through an umbilical cord of comfort and convenience. 
The police fear a camera as the system fears a voice. They 
will use their force and authority in an attempt to extin- 
guish the truth. Scream, write, rant, rage, sing. Do what 
you must to pass the truth on. 

— Annie 


Hear ye, hear ye, hear ye 

It is that time again here in Journal world. Yes, our feelers 
are probing around for that picture-perfect long-term edi- 
tor to join the rest of the collective. What we want of you: 
1) a general knowledge of the Earth First! movement, 2) a 
burning passion and desire to fightfor our last wild places, 
3) basic techno literacy; we use Macs, Photoshop and 
Pagemaker, 4) a good attitude and a sense of humor, 5) a 
willingness to work long and hard for meager pay, 6) and 
most importantly, a vision of how we are going to topple 
this thing we are putting so much damn time into fighting. 
Send a resume, who you know and why you want to 
become part of the long-term collective ASAP! 

We are also in search of Mac gear, especially monitors. 
Call to coordinate donations. Thank you. 




^auna Cabafa 


Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 

Northern Pacific rattlesnakes and California ground squir- 
rels sometimes square off for hours. The snakes are the 
primary predators of California ground squirrel pups, but 
their toxin isn't quite lethal to adult squirrels, who try to 
attack and kill their reptilian foes. Danger among these 
snakes, however, varies. Larger ones can strike farther and 
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by Faith Walker 

faster and inject more venom. The warmer the snake, the 
faster and more accurate the strike. Thus, adult California 
ground squirrels have learned to assess danger. Because 
the snakes are often difficult to see, they do this via 
acoustic cues. The rattling of larger snakes is louder and 
lower in pitch; the rattling of warmer ones is louder and 
faster. Squirrels will provoke rattlesnakes in order to learn 
how dangerous they are, which helps them decide whether 
or not to attack. This is the first time such complex 
methods of assessment have been found to have evolved 
between two species, rather than within species. These 
squirrels have discovered the link between body size and 
pitch, one that males of many species use to assess the 
fighting ability of their competitors. 
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The Difficulties of Broken Solidarity 


by Ancient Forest Rescue 

This summer, the Earth First! Round River Ren- 
dezvous (RRR) came to the South San Juans in the 
Southern Rockies bioregion. One of the goals of 
holding it in this area was to support the commu- 
nity of San Luis. These people have been fighting for 
their rights for over 150 years and have worked to 
reclaim La Sierra for more than 40 years. 

In 1993 Zachary Taylor sold the first of several 
timber contracts beginning the destruction of La 
Sierra, also known as Taylor Ranch. Ancient Forest 
Rescue (AFR) came to the San Luis Valley when we 
heard that Stone Forest Industries was cutting 32 
million board feet (mmbf) off 121 square miles of 
private land. We later learned this was just part of 
210 mmbf slated to be logged from La Sierra. Upon 
arriving in San Luis, we found a small community of 
Chicano farmers concerned with stopping the log- 
ging. Cited as one of the most important animal 
migration corridors in the Southern Rockies by a 
leading conservation biologist, Michael Soule, La 
Sierra represents the largest piece of undisturbed 
land in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. A group of 
activists soon gathered in San Luis, weathering the 
hard knocks of being white in this tight knit, rural 
community. It is difficult for white activists to 
bridge the barriers created by Anglos due to centu- 
ries of racism and oppression of Chicano people. 

Part of organizing with hard-working people is to 
work hard, learn and listen. Learning is the hardest 
thing. Most Anglos are ignorant about the Chicano 
history of oppression in the Southwest. Many lo- 
cals were suspicious about our motives when we 
first arrived. So we listened and soon learned not 
only about the logging, but also their history of 
oppression. 

In the process of living in this community and 
working on this campaign, we have, to an extent, 
become a part of the community. We began orga- 
nizing with radical Chicano activists, supporting 
their struggle to see that the Treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo is honored, helping them battle coloniza- 
tion and deep seeded racism, and protesting indus- 
trial development. (Signed in 1848 after the Mexi- 
can American War, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
was supposed to give farmers the right to stay on 
their land and have common lands.) We've worked 
with people in the community and established 
bonds with the organic farmers who are trying to 
maintain traditional ways in today's society of 
cultural assimilation. All of these things are pieces 
of the San Luis struggle. It has taken years to 
develop a connection with the people here who 
have only seen Anglos come into this area to 
pillage, write papers and try to help them by telling 
them what to do. 

Enter Earth First!. Throughout the RRR, work- 
shops were held and focus was given towards the 
struggle in the San Luis Valley. Following a week of 
information and education, affinity groups formed 
and those involved went into action mode. On the 
crisp morning of June 28, an affinity group block- 


aded the main gate of the Taylor Ranch with a tripod 
and the visually incredible Art and Revolution pup- 
pets and props created at the RRR to represent this 
struggle. Simultaneously, 48 activists from all over 
the country marched onto the ranch in solidarity 
with each other and the community to stop logging. 
After a couple-mile hike, targets were picked and a 
few brave activists locked down, blockading two 
hauling trucks staked full on a road in the South 
Vallejos drainage. 

As the day progressed, the hot sun beat down and 
something changed. Haulers who attempted to run 
people over at the main gate and who were violent 
when they reached the South Vallejos were now 
involved in active dialogue with those of us on the 


mountain. People discussed their beliefs, where 
they were from, names and whether or not they 
were involved with organizations that supported 
violent tactics— all of this with workers from Idaho, 
Utah and Oregon. 

When the police drove up the road and began 
arresting people using nun-chucks for pain compli- 
ance, those same workers helped point people out 
and carry them away with a smile. As we sat arms 
linked in the road in solidarity, psychological warfare 
was used to the point where roughly a dozen people 
withdrew their arms and walked off the private land 
so they would not be arrested. Many more hours 
passed, and another brave soul locked down to join 
the two already under the truck. People grew tired 
and the conversations continued. Suddenly, the group 
was called together for a consensus decision on what 
to do next. Some are still uncertain as to why the 
workers were also invited to join in this process. 

I looked around the group at this time and saw 
tears in many people's eyes as they tried to come 
to grips with the mix of emotions they were 
feeling. Someone began the conversation with 


how they were feeling, the bond they had created 
with the workers and how their feelings had 
changed toward frontline tactics. Lockdowns then 
spoke as to what they wanted to do and were cut 
off before having the opportunity to really ex T 
press how they felt. It was then suggested that 
with this newly found connection, the workers 
leave the mountain with the group in an act of 
solidarity. The workers shot down this idea. The 
feelings of disagreeing activists were dropped to 
the wayside as the discussion continued with the 
loggers. Soon it was decided for the lockdowns 
that they would unlock. After one final difficulty 
with the law, people climbed in the workers' 
vehicles and were dropped off a short distance 
from the main gate. Many walked 
away hand in hand, proud of what 
had occurred that day. But not all. 

Throughout the day the tripod at 
the main gate had its own ups and 
downs. Violence from loggers and 
lies from the police all played a part 
of that action. All in all the main gate 
was a major success for both the com- 
munity and the activists. 

Typical of a post RRR action, many 
involved had to leave that afternoon 
or the following day to return to their 
bioregions. But unlike many other 
RRRs, the decisions made and actions 
taken that day have had an adverse 
effect on the activists remaining in 
§. San Luis. At the debriefing only one 
I person of those who remained on the 
5 mountain stayed until the end of the 
| discussion. Since the actions many 
| aspects have been discussed and im- 
s portant issues raised that need to be 
brought to all of our attention. 

One of the hardest lessons to look 
at and understand from that day, which lies within 
almost all of us, is deep-seeded racism that we have 
yet to deal with. A few examples of how this came 
to play that day are: a natural feeling of affinity with 
Anglo workers as opposed to those who are Chicano; 
a perpetuation of environmental injustice by mak- 
ing decisions about land use for others; and defin- 
ing a struggle and the tactics for those who have 
been fighting the opinions and dictates of Anglos 
since colonization. 

Another biggie from that day was the complete 
breakdown of solidarity in the group remaining on 
the mountain. Some feel that maybe there are times 
in which it is better to save an arrest and break 
solidarity when it becomes necessary. A question we 
need to ask ourselves is: When we do an action in 
solidarity with friends, fellow activists and a com- 
munity, when does it ever become necessary to 
violate that solidarity? Especially, to create solidar- 
ity with racist, violent, land raping, not-from-this- 
bioregion loggers. 

continued on page 26 



At the Taylor Ranch action after this year's Rondezvous 


Dear SFB 


Dear shit for brains, 

I want to say thank you, thank 
you, thank you to all the people 
who have supported me since I 
placed a pie in the face of state 
Senator Carol Flynn in protest to 
her racist lies about the sacred 
nature of the land in the path of 
the reroute of Hwy. 55 in Minne- 
apolis, MN. 

Thanks to the foumal for print- 
ing an article in support of me, 
thanks to the IWW, the BBB and 
especially thanks to the folx from 
the Minnehaha Free State for all 
the support they gave me while I 
was on trial, packing the court- 
room every day, serving pie out- 
side the courthouse, defending my 


actions and the painstaking work 
of rebuilding a shocked coalition. 
Thanks for all the support while I 
was in jail and even more for the 
support while I have been on home 
detention. 

I have been so spoiled. There are 
usually five to 20 people at any 
given time at my apartment, mak- 
ing meals for me, taking Mystic 
Girldog for walks, taking out the 
trash, using my computer, buying 
my groceries and doing all the 
things that I cannot do for myself 
until September 2 when they take 
their monitor bracelet off my ankle. 

I only hope that when it comes 
time for me to support any and all 
of you, I come through the way 


that you all have for me. I know 
you all tire of hearing me say it, but 
I love you. You are my family! 

— Agent Pecan (Bob Greenberg) 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

The corporate/technological di- 
saster known as Y2K that is rap- 
idly approaching is giving us a 
great opportunity. Like Stinging 
Nettle, I believe this is the time for 
action [see EF!J, May-June 1999], 
The forces that be are rejecting 
technology and opening up the 
chance for us to bring about revo- 
lution. This revolution has been 
prophesied by many, and the time 
has come. This is our chance to 
spread our message. Use this op- 
portunity to prove to others that 
technology and big business are 
not necessary to live a good life. 
Show your community the joy 
and love one receives by respect- 


ing and loving our Mother Earth. 
If we ever want harmony on this 
planet, we need to foster compas- 
sion toward the whole planet and 
that includes even the ignorant 
bastards. Forget your own selfish 
needs and realize that your higher 
purpose is to be an example of 
how others can also live in har- 
mony with our mother earth. Seize 
this opportunity to teach those 
who are blind, by letting your life 
be an example of the peace that is 
possible. 

Love and Light, 

— HUMMINGBIRD HEART 

By the way, if you’re worried 
about how you're going to eat, 
don't be. It is possible to live with- 
out food, check out Living on Light 
byjasmuheen. 

continued on page 28 
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IE TO WINBERRY, BUT YOU CANNOT MAKE HIM THINK 

second^growth trees, from 100- 140 years old. The new platforms directly above Doug and Herb. "Heydudes," 
replacement sales, like North Winberry and Helldun, she says. "Nice hats." 

are old-growth with many 200-500 year old trees. To repeat: The treesit is incredible. It is not your 

Unit 15 of the North Winberry sale has the biggest parents treesit. A few weeks before our field trip with 
trees slated to be cut in the United States (now accepting Doug and Herb I jerked myself a long goddamned way 
wagers). The northeast comer of the unit has dozens of up a very thin rope and got the grand tour frbm a 
western red cedar that probably average 600 years old, treesitter named Squirrel. Or maybe it was Sparrow. Or 
some Douglas fir that run 900 years and a Pacific silver something like that. Anyway, a bunch of these treesits 
fir that was taller than I am now back when the are constructed of inner tubes. One of the donut 
Columbus family was inbreeding with the slowest and houses has a basement, like a basket, woven together 
ugliest of their farm animals. One of the Dougs has got with sticks and inner tubes. It looks like one of those 
a branch 100 feet off the ground that's bigger than any gorilla nests I saw in a National Geographic once. A 
of the trees in the canceled Coast Range sales. catwalk is made of bicycle tubes. Bicycle tubes are big 

The Forest Service is having a tough time explaining U p here. Webbing and rigging is made of tubes, 
how the Winberry trees figure to be "like kind and Bungee cords of tubes. Every structure, every piece of 
value" to the canceled Coast Range sales. It makes for gear, seems to incorporate inner tubes in its design, 
some good press. Treesitters (called Wookies, to distinguish them from 

So me and a friend are wandering up to Unit 1 5 with their Ewok counterparts at the Clark treesit eight miles 
a reporter in tow. The Willamette National Forest has to the north) bounce across traverse lines, bare to the 
sent along two of their best and brightest to ride waist, long hair tied up with inner tubes, inner tubes 
shotgun on the whole operation, making sure we dangling from their harnesses, 
don't exaggerate none. The two Freds are named Doug Swallow shrugs, "Inner tubes are kind of flexible, 

and Herb. Right off the bat they do something dumb, you know? They got give to them." 

» We're hiking up the spur road to the unit. I steer the If there was some sort of primitive economy up here, 

I reporter over to this giant old stump by the side of the tubes would be its currency. "Tubes are cheap, man," 
j road. "Now that," I say, "is a big-ass stump. Probably says my tour guide. "All this overpriced crap people 
ill feet in diameter." climb on..., " she looks a little superior, "they need to 

| Herb gives us his best guffaw, "Yor exageratin'. That get down with the bike tubes." 

3 ain't no 1 1 feet." He pulls out a forester's tape, the ones But back to Herb and Doug. We are deep into the 

with the circumference to diameter conversion on one tree-top violin concerto. The reporter is scribbling 

side. Hegets abouthalf way around the stump before he notes furiously. "So this is 'like kind and value,' huh?" 

runs out of tape. He's got this Homer Simpson look on we're asking. "Where's the 100-140 year-old trees? 

Ever seen those turn-of-the-century pictures, those his face. We have to loan him our tape (ours is bigger). We're just seeing 500-800 year-old trees." 
ones with loggers lying in the face-cut of some god- Stump measures out at 11 feet, on the dot. Doug has a light go off. "This is the big part of the 

awful huge old tree? Ever wish you'd been around to We get to the unit. Giant old cedars all over the unit," he says. "Let's walk on over to the other side." 
stop the bastards? Well, have we got a timber sale for place. Three treesit platforms suspended 150 feet off Well, that other side of the unit's got 100-140 year- 

you. Big trees— nine feet diameter, 250-feet tall, 800- the ground. The treesits are incredible. Two platforms old trees, all right. All marked as leave trees. The rest 
plus years old. A passport in time brought to you by the form a donut-shaped house around the tree trunks, of the stand, 300-600 year-old firs, are all marked to be 
Willamette National Forest and Roseburg Forest Prod- Another is suspended between a hemlock a cedar, and cut. Doug and Herb aren't having a good day. 
ucts. A good old-fashioned timber grab that the Forest a fir. Catwalks and traverse lines snake around the "This unit's got nothin' but big trees, "mumbles Herb 

Service calls the "Alternative Volume Timber Pro- giant grey trunks. This is old growth. Shafts of green glumly, after a little while. "Let's go to another unit." 

gram." We call it the revenge of the Salvage Rider. and yellow sunlight pierce the canopy. Massive rot- I've got the map handy. "Point to a unit. Herb. Any 

A bunch of timber sales under contract to Roseburg ting logs are draped in moss. Looking down, you can't unit. Let's go there right now. " The reporter's staring 
Forest Products in Oregon's Coast Range were can- see your feet for this brilliant green carpet of wood intently at them. 



celed when they found some marbled murrelets, an 
impudent little bird that had the nerve to get itself 
listed as an endangered species. But since the Coast 
Range sales were sold under the Salvage Rider, the 
Forest Service has had to replace them with ‘new sales 
"of like kind and value." So here's the catch — the 
Coast Range sales are almost entirely composed of 


sorrel and ferns. The Forest Service guys look a little 
out of place, all dolled up in their puke green uniforms, 
big brass belt buckles and dorky-looking hard hats. 
One of the trees' sitters breaks out a violin. Ever heard 
the notes from a well-tuned violin drifting down from 
a canopy of ancient trees? That's something you 
remember. A shaggy head peers over one of the 


"Don't see how that'd do much good," says Doug. 
"We got to get back to the office, anyhow, " says Herb. 
I wonder if that lime-green Forest Service rig they're 
driving's got any inner tubes left on it. 

To pass on support, money or gifts contact the 
Cascadia Wildlands Project at POB 11122, Eugene, 
OR 97440; (541) 747-9116. 


Masked Marauders 

The battle to preserve British Columbia's Elaho 
Valley watershed and famed Stoltmann Wilderness 
has once again erupted, resulting in a no compro- 
mise, full-throttle defence in this millennium-old 
ecosystem. Deep in the heart of this lush forest, 
defenders have taken their protest to the canopy, 
withstanding goon squad attacks and Royal Cana- 
dian Mounted Police (RCMP) harassment, surviving 
dynamite blasting and ultimately challenging the 
immediate threat to this rare wilderness. 

Erected on August 9, the blockade has united 
dozens of activists from across North America. Just 
two days into the frontlines campaign, four masked 
vandals terrorized the camp near Squamish, BC, 
threatening the wilderness defenders' safety. On the 
morning of August 1 1, a Stoltmann defender fired a 
message to the People's Action for Threatened Habi- 
tat (PATH)-Vancouver office and to the local media: 
"At 8:20 a.m. this morning, four men sped into our 
camp in a blue and white Ford crew cab with an 


Invade Stoltmann 

ruptcy of their position and their ignorance of sustain- 
able economic alternatives such as eco-tourism and 
outdoor recreation. "While Interfor and proponents 
of industrial clearcutting say they're providing jobs, 
their very corporate policies are actually destroying 
jobs and vital ecosystems, " explained Stoltmann media 
liaison Jarah West of the Forest Action Network. "Jobs, 
long-term economic viability and the health of the 
environment do not speak to their bottom line." 

Covering a 500,000 ; hectare chunk of the Upper 
Elaho Valley, the Stoltmann is home to the world's 
oldest grove of Douglas fir — and is no stranger to 
protest. In 1997, environmentalists and loggers 
set up opposing blockades for weeks, resulting in 
the protection of Clendenning Creek and cruel 
counter-attacks by Interfor's forest strategists. That 
same year, Interfor clearcut a grove of 800 year- 
old trees in the Sims Creek Valley and later took 
down 1,000 year-old trees in Serenity Grove and 
countless old red cedars in a bear-denning area. 


ronment minister Charles Caccia is planning to intro- 
duce a bill in federal Parliament this fall to turn the 
Stoltmann Wilderness into a new national park. Un- 
fortunately, Interfor built a bridge across Lava Creek 
last month, allowing access to a millennium-old 
Douglas fir grove. 

The blockaders were served a court injunction on 
August 13 in an attempt to clear the way for Interfor's 
road-building. Many have subsequently been arrested 
for being there. Some arrested outside the injunction 
zone had their cameras wrongly seized. The next day 
later, the Supreme Court of British Columbia ordered 
the RCMP to return the cameras within 48 hours. 

On August 21 the RCMP endangered protesters 
lives by giving Interfor permission to blast dynamite 
100 yards from the treesit. Squamish Sergeant Gary 
Brine says his officers checked the protest area finding 
no treesitters in the danger zone. But according to a 
witness, "The cops were standing under her [the 
treesitter] tree all day [while the blasting occurred]." 

The RCMP has arrested nine people including three 
treesitters and six witnesses as the protest celebrates its 
twenty-second day of occupation. Support people, as 


Interfor (International Forest Products) logo on its 
doors. The men rushed into our camp with axes and 
shovels in hand. They chopped the ropes to our tarps 
and smashed our lanterns. Gian, a protester at the 
camp, asked: 'Why are you disguised, why don't you 
face me man-to-man? Are you going to do some- 
thing illegal?' One vandal pointed to our video 
camera aimed at them and replied, pointing to the 
videographer: 'Not as long as he holds that.'" 

The varidals, who were later revealed to be Interfor 
employees, were given temporary suspensions and a 
slap on the wrist by the Squamish RCMP. Resorting to 
violence, however, is clear proof of the moral bank- 


Even politicians outside 
southwestern British Co- 
lumbia recognize the 
Stoltmann's long-term 
value as a national park. 
Three Liberal members of 
Parliament, have written 
a letter to BC Tourism 
Minister Ian Waddell beg- 
ging him to table the park 
proposal in the provin- 
cial Legislature. And Lib- 
eral MP and former envi- 



Interfor goon chopping equipment at Stoltmann 


well as musicians, cooks, bodies of 
all shapes, sizes, colours, sexual ori- 
entation and nationality are wel- 
come at the camp. The site is outside 
the injunction zone so no one has to 
fear arrest. Come and share your 
positive energy with the camp. 

For more information contact 
PATH at POB 19596, Vancouver 
(Squamish Nation Territory), BC 
V5T 4E7; (604) 255-4145; 
path@envirolink.org; 
www.enviroweb.org/PATH. 


Page 4 Earth First! Mabon 1999 






by Scott Silver ^Tniucso. 

de-fi-ance n. 1. The disposition to from the lc 

defy or resist an opposing force or met by an < 

authority; resolute resistance. ForestServi 

com-pli-ance n. 1. A yielding to a InPasaden; 
wish, request or demand; acquiescence. shadowed 
(Source: The American Heritage Die- law enfora 

tionary — 1976 edition) What is ha 

The federal government's drive to Fee-Dem 

turn public land recreation into a prof- perimenta 

itable business has gone too far. Smokey the Ameri< 

has begun baring his fangs, and the notion th. 
Freddies are now flashing their badges. pay to take 
The feds are spiraling out of control. a picnic o 
On August 14, protests against the The progn 
Recreation Fee-Demo program and In- to end in 
dustrial Strength Recreation took place less Cong] 

simultaneously at dozens of locations clare it to 1 
in nine states. Three additional pro- makes it p 
tests took place in Canada where our By every 
compatriots are similarly threatened experimer 
by corporate pirates looking to plunder proven to 

Canada's federal and provincial parks. failure. Fol 
In Bend, Oregon, Wild Wilderness of Fee-Dei 
staged two peaceful protests attended cess to our 
by approximately 100 demonstrators. tains, rive 
In San Francisco and Los Angeles area should, o: 
forests, Sierra Club volunteers passed come free, 
out literature and otherwise peace- portantly, 
fully protested forest fees. The scene the Clinti 

was typical, repeated in locations tion to tc 

throughout the West. lands into 

The day was, however, marred by an private in 

uncalled for show of force by the US partners si 
Forest Service (USFS) and other police Unfortun 
organizations in several cities. Near certain cor 
Seattle, Washington, two lone protest- land man a; 

ers marched along a highway carrying selves hav< 
signs that said: "Honk If You Hate failure or a 
Forest Fees." One in four passing mo- managing 
torists honked. Accompanying these business to 
two protesters, was a sheriff, a state reinventinj 
patrolman, a Freddie and the crisis Conservati 

intervention/hostage negotiation Frank Mu: 


' This article was written by T.O. Hellenbach and is 
reprinted from the Earth First! Journal, Mabon, 1985. 

Tree spiking, has forced the development of a 
number of countermeasures, the most significant 
of which include the use of metal detectors to 
locate metallic spikes imbedded in tree trunks. 
Some spikers have advocated the use of ladders to 
plant spikes high in trees, out of the reach of hand- 
held metal detectors. Unfortunately, the risk of 
hauling a bulky object such as a ladder while 
engaged in illegal activities is rendered unnecessar- 
ily dangerous by the fact that most sawmills (and 
all of those in National Forests where spiking is 
common) routinely screen all fallen logs at the mill 
to remove commonplace metallic objects like nails 
and old barbed wire. Obviously, conventional metal 
spikes will be detected before reaching their in- 
tended target-the costly sawmill blade. 

Ongoing research has developed several non-me- 
tallic spikes, or pins, that promise to defeat the metal 
detector and wreak havoc inside the sawmill. The 
first of these, as depicted in the current episode of 
"Blade Ruiner" is a high-fired ceramic pin made of 
the same type of commonplace stoneware used by 
potters who hand-throw (on a potter's wheel) the 
usual line of cups, bowls, plates, etc. The primary 
ingredient is stoneware clay, produced in a wide 
range of formulations by clay companies and ce- 
ramic supply outfits scattered across the nation. 
Most such manufacturers and suppliers are located 
in large metropolitan areas where monkeywrenchers 
can purchase their clay over the counter for cash- 
leaving no paper trail like name and address for the 
curious police investigator. The clay usually comes 
in twenty-five pound bags, two such bags making up 
a fifty-pound box. Be sure that the clay type (known 
as the "clay body") that you purchase contains no 
iron oxide, an ingredient that is commonly added to 
l stoneware clays. If sufficiently concentrated, this 


paddy wagon. 

In Tucson, Arizona, eight protesters 
from the local Earth First! group were 
met by an equal number of police and 
Forest Service law enforcement vehicles. 
In Pasadena, California, protesters were 
shadowed by what amounted to two 
law enforcement officers per protester. 
What is happening? 

Fee-Demo is supposed to be an ex- 
perimental program to determine if 
the American public will accept the 
notion that they should 
pay to take a hike or enjoy 
a picnic on public lands. 

The program is scheduled 
to end in two years — un- 
less Congress should de- 
clare it to be a success and 
makes it permanent. 

By every indication, the 
experiment has already 
proven to be an abysmal 
failure. Following the end 
of Fee-Demo, simple ac- 
cess to our forests, moun- 
tains, rivers and deserts 
should, once again, be- 
come free. And, more im- 
portantly, the impetus of 
the Clinton administra- 
tion to turn recreation on public 
lands into a business bonanza for 
private investors and their federal 
partners should disappear. 

Unfortunately, Vice President A1 Gore, 
certain congressional leaders and the 
land management agency heads them- 
selves have not seen Fee-Demo as a 
failure or as an experiment. Gore sees 
managing public lands as a profitable 

business to be a perfect extension of his 
reinventing government campaign. 
Conservative congressmen, such as 
Frank Murkowski (R-AK) and Jim 


Hansen (R-UT), loathing to accept that 
logging, mining and grazing are fading 
in importance, have become dead set 
upon turning outdoor recreation into 
the next extractive business. Federal 
land managers, whose budgets have 
already been cut to the bone, simply see 
themselves as helpless to resist. 

The public is anything but help- 
less. Our voices and objections to 
being treated as mere customers must 
be heard. So, to stop the seemly 



Southern California just says, “No to user fees. 

unstoppable juggernaut called "In- have i 
dustrial Strength Recreation" we, and the st 
m any of the groups who made the day defyir 

of action a success, shall make Septem- in a b 
ber 1 999: "Fee-Demo Defiance Month. " cept c 

The mandatory fee collection policy preset 

associated with this program requires For 
customers to "pay-up" or face a $ 100 derne: 
fine. Any honest program intended Bend, 
to test compliance would be based www. 
upon voluntary fee payment, not Scott 
compliance obtained through coer- directo 
cion and threat of penalty. fought 

In the accounting system being used ation s 


by the agencies implementing these 
fees, anyone purchasing a visitor's 
pass is counted as supporting the pro- 
gram. It is never noted whether that 
person purchased the pass for any 
reason other than to avoid persecu- 
tion and prosecution. 

Faced with the current alternatives 
of pay-up or else, I suggest that the 
appropriate alternative to compliance 
is 'defiance' — peaceful, heartfelt, hon- 
est defiance of an unjust policy being 
forced upon the public by 
corporate raiders and their 
bureaucratic partners. 

We, as the rightful own- 
ers of public lands, can 
comply with the Fee-Demo 
program, or we can reso- 
lutely say; "Hell no, we 
won't pay." If we are tick- 
eted for our refusal to sub- 
mit to coercive pressures, 
we can and should say these 
s very words to any magis- 
trate who would carry out 
1 the threats federal agents 
| are using to force compli- 
§ ance and submission. 

, „ The issue is not whether 

user fees. 

bean-counting bureaucrats 
have the right to charge us to view 
the sunset or to smell the trees. In 
defying Fee-Demo we are engaging 
in a battle to preserve the very con- 
cept of wildness and in so doing, to 
preserve the world. 

For information contact Wild Wil- 
derness at 248 NW Wilmington Ave., 
Bend, OR 97701; (541) 385-5261; 
www.wildwilderness.org. 

Scott Silver is co-founder and executive 
director of Wild Wilderness which has 
fought in support of undeveloped recre- 
ation since 1991. 
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Foiling The Detectors: 
Non-Metalic Tree Spikes 

iron oxide may be picked up by metal detectors. To 
find a clay that is suitable, make your first inquiry by 
phone, obtaining the name or number of the stone- 
ware clay that contains no iron oxide. At a later date, 
send the most inconspicuous-looking member of your 
spiking team in to purchase a bag or box. If necessary, 
they can be "picking it up for a friend," or can be 
college art students purchasing materials for a project. 

As an additional measure, these clay bodies can be 
stiffened and made even more durable by the addition 
of "grog," a gritty, sand-like material usually made of 
a high-fired refractory material (ground stone- 
ware) or simply a pure quartz sand. This can , — . 

also be purchased from clay suppliers, (jgg 
and you should specify an 80 or coarser r~ 

screening. Do not buy fine powder grog, jssg,/ 
or "soft" grog made of weaker lower- JffiB K* 
fired materials. The grog is blended into > 

the clay body through a pro- 
cess called "wedging" which 
consists of simply kneading 

mulas vary from ~ 
pany to the next, 


we cannot specify the amount of grog to add to your 
clay. Just add a little at a time until the clay feels a 
little coarser and stiffer. If you add too much, the 
clay will be hard to roll out and will not stick 
together well. Keep in mind that the clay must 
remain "plastic" to allow you to readily shape it... 

The pins are made simply by rolling the clay out 
to the desired thickness, and cutting them to the 
appropriate length. As with the metallic pins de- 
picted in the first "Blade Ruiner" episode, you will 
have to use a drill to make a hole in the tree for 
inserting the pin. Decide first what type of drill 
(cordless battery-type or the old-fashioned brace 
and bit) you will use and find the largest bit you can 
readily use, up to one inch in diameter. Experiment 
on a recently fallen tree to insure that your drill and 
bit combination allows you to drill a hole up to' four 
or five inches deep. The thicker your ceramic pin is, 
the more likely it is to either dull or break a sawmill 
blade. Therefore, if you can drill one-inch-diam- 
eter holes, roll out the clay to a one-inch thick- 
ness. It will shrink some in drying and firing 
/'UfY, and will fit easily into a one-inch hole. As 
to P in tength, f° ur inches is about the 
maximum necessary, but be sure to cut 
iFiiOh some shorter lengths, like two and three 

inches. In this way, if 
jfegjp “* your drilling should en- 

f J* \ * counter a hard spot like 
jj||Ia - a k no,: in the wood pre- 

venting you from drill- 
to k ( . ing to the desired depth, 

iPf x you can have a shorter 

I II y available for the 

shallow hold... 

W -X T° learn how to fire 
f Jar 1 ceramic pins order this 

hack issue for $4; a full 
Cover Aston Mabon, 1985 Set for $400. 
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CIA Cocaine Death Squads Deal a Crooked Hand in Colombia 





by The Eco-Solidarity Working Group 

"At the end of the day, the US does not care if we all 
kill each other. What matters to them is that we get rid 
of the drug crops. " 

— Vice Rector of the 
National University of Colombia 

Forty-million people along with the most biologi- 
cally diverse, endangered ecosystems in the world are 
under attack by the US Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) and mercenaries paid by oil companies. This 
war is fought with bombs and bullets, as well as with 
herbicides and media misinformation. The causes of 
this war are as diverse as the region's terrain and its 
ethnic variety. The rapacious greed of multinationals 
like Occidental Petroleum, Shell, BP, Texaco and 
their counterparts in the Colombian elite is the main 
problem, but cocaine use in the US is the fuel that 
fires this inferno. Drug exports pay for the weapons 
of the right-wing government-backed death squads 
and the revolutionary guerrillas. 1 

For years Colombia was banned from receiving US 
military or drug fighting money due to its poor 
human rights record and its failure to cooperate in 
thedrugwar. In 1998 it received $89 million, and this 
year the total reached $289 million despite contin- 
ued human rights abuses. Colombia is now the third 
largest recipient of US military aid after Israel and 
Egypt. Direct US military intervention looms on the 
horizon for this region which exports more oil to the 
US than the entire Middle East. 

President Clinton is giving the nod to a death- 
squad offensive. According to the New York-based 
Human Rights Watch, death squads work closely 
with the Colombian military and together they are 
responsible for the deaths of 25,000 people this 
decade — 300,000 since 1945. Violence has displaced 
1.2 million people in the last three years (mostly 
women and children). 

Death squads guard 
petroleum facilities and 
shipments of cocaine. 

The head of these 
squads, Carlos Castano, 
is a key player ip the 
Cali Drug Cartel, accord- 
ing to the Drug Enforce- 
ment Administration. 

Castano took over the 
direction of the death 
squads from another 
CIA asset, Colombian 
Army General Ivan 
Ramirez. CIA involve- 
ment in Colombia be- 
gan in the 1950s and 
grew along with the 
drug trade. In 1991 the CIA established a Colombian 
naval intelligence group that became a key part of the 
death squad's continuing terror campaign against 
guerrillas and anyone who speaks out for change or 
peace (Z Magazine, March 1999). 

Many death-squad leaders graduated from the 
School of the Americas in Fort Benning, Georgia, 
where thousands of Latin American soldiers have 
been trained in counter-insurgency and torture. 
Castano proudly takes responsibility for his massa- 
cres. He has kidnapped Colombian senators and 
speaks in radio interviews about the need for more 
killing. Arrest warrants for Castano, Army officers 
and other death-squad leaders gather dust on the 
Attorney General's desk. Evidence mounts of col- 
laboration between the military and the death squads 
( Progressive , September 1999). In July, the largest 
Colombian guerrilla group, Fuerzas Armadas 
Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC), launched an 
attack against the mountain headquarters of Castano 
but were driven back by the Colombian army with US 
intelligence assistance ( Stratfor GI Update). 

Hundreds of US military personnel are on the 
ground, training elite units of the Colombian Army. 
Sophisticated US spy planes, like the US RC-7B, 
inform combat operations. US-based DynaCorp and 
East Inc. operate a private airforce used to eradicate 
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poppies and coca plants, dousing hundreds of square 
miles of the countryside with herbicides. Monsanto's 
Roundup is the toxin of choice, but the US has 
pressured Colombia to use Dow Chemical's more 
lethal tebuthiuron. Trade named Spike, it comes in 
granular form making it easier to apply. 

Genetically-engineered viruses are also being de- 
veloped for the drug war arsenal. Despite this toxic 
rain, coca production has risen dramatically. In July, 
two DynaCorp employees were killed along with five 
US military personnel when an intelligence-gather- 
ing aircraft hit a mountain or a FARC missile in 
southern Colombia. 

The news media have confused the issues and kept 
secret the US' culpability in this dirty war. They 
create an impression that the FARC and the Ejercito de 
Liberacion Nacional (ELN), Colombia's other major 
guerrilla group, have long controlled most of the 
drug trade, but the January 1 7 New York Times re- 
ports, "ELN until now has been a minor player." The 
FARC didn't create the cocaine trade, they took it 
away from the government and the death squads. 




Military units guard airports and oil refineries. 


A million refugees displaced by war 

Moreover, the guerrillas are 
presented as unwilling to lay 
down their arms as part of a 
peace plan. In the late 1980s, 
guerrillas put down the gun 
for the ballot box. They were 
met with the votes of many 
people and a hail of bullets 
from the death squads. Almost 
5,000 members of the opposi- 
tion political party, Patriotic 
Union, have been killed by the 
right wing since 1989. 

Where is the outcry or the 
media each time the death squads kill one of tfie 400 
teachers who have fallen victim to their terror in the 
last five years... or the 2,300 union activists killed 
since 1986? Where was the international condemna- 
tion of the Colombian government when Embera 
tribal leader Alonso Dominico Jarupia was executed 
for his opposition to the Urra I hydroelectric dam? 
The killers had lists of victims and said the killing 
would continue until the Embera agreed to the dam's 
construction. Eight months later, another leader fell 
and 2,500 Embera sought asylum in Spain. The Urra 
I Dam continues to flood tribal lands which disap- 
pear under the waters of the Sinu River. Nearby, two 
dams on the Guamez River would change the course 
of the river, displace 4,000 people and endanger 
endemic species of plant as well as other flora and 
fauna of the paramo (typical Colombian highland 
cloud forest above 8,000 feet). 

The oil companies and the government must be 
held responsible for the violence and the pollution 
that is the byproduct of their oil operations; Oil is 
Colombia's most important legal export (27 per- 
cent of total exports). Coffee is second (15 per- 
cent). The US imports 260,000 barrels of Colom- 
bian oil every day. In the U'wa region alone, 1.7 
million barrels of oil have spilled onto the soil and 
rivers in the last 12 years. 


Colombia has the worst human rights record in the 
Americas, and the area around the U'wa has the worst 
record in Colombia. Robin Kirk, author of War with 
Colombia and International Law, supports the conten- 
tion that the death squads make their massacres as 
brutal and gruesome as possible to make sure the 
message is understood. They often carry lists of trade 
unionists, Catholic priests, human rights observers 
and guerrilla supporters. 

A biological paradise, Colombia has the greatest 
number of bird species (1,780) of any country in the 
world. It is second in plants and amphibians and 
third in reptiles. Only Brazil surpasses it in total 
number of species. Brazil is seven times larger. The 
Macarena region contains Colombia's first biological 
preserve, established in 1942. Half of the world's 
orchids bloom here, and a dazzling variety of jaguars, 
dolphin, primates, giant otters, spectacled bears, 
agoutis, kinkajous and the FARC live here too. The 
Macarena has been its headquarters for decades, and 
it has earned respect from biologists for establishing 
some order over the squatters who are a constant 
threat to the region's biological integrity. Cattle, 
road construction, logging and mining have devas- 
tated many areas. Manatees, tapirs and macaws are 
but a tiny fraction of the species that are on the edge 
of extinction in Colombia. Most species have not 
even been classified here. 

In this threatened ecosystem, the guerrillas are fight- 
ing for their lives and the tens of thousands of relatives 
they have lost to US and narco-death squads. Thou- 
sands of young people have joined the guerrilla's bid 
to end the right wing's 40 years of collusion with oil 
company exploitation and death squad violence. Their 
goal is to stop this neo-liberal madness that devastates 
people and the environment in a chase for profits, join 
their voices, say no! to the billion dollars the US has 
thrown into Colombia this decade. No more to the 
billion dollars that Clinton is desperately offering to 
the most brutal military in the Americas. Basta! to neo- 
liberal, free trade — follow the US — development poli- 
cies that are the ultimate death squad. Only an alter- 
native model of economic development can hope to 
avoid the social and ecological catastrophe that US 
policies have fostered in Colombia. Major emphasis 
must be placed on ecologically sustainable rural devel- 
opment and expensive crop-substitution programs 
that are acceptable to the guerrillas. 

Presidential candidate George W. Bush and the wife 
of the US military's head of counter-drug efforts in 
Colombia, Colonel James Hiett, can't say no to per- 
sonal cocaine use. According to the mainstream me- 
dia, eight US embassy employees in Bogota are under 
investigation for drug smuggling. The US embassy 
appears to be just another link in the drug trade. 

The US spends $20 billion a year fighting the war 
on drugs, while US citizens shove an equal amount of 
drugs up their noses. Drug treatment programs are 
ridiculously underfunded when only 50 percent of 
hard-core users can find help and treatment budgets 
are declining ( Washington Post, August 21). If fight- 
ing drugs was a priority of the Clinton administra- 
tion then the cocaine death squads would disappear 
overnight. If Clinton wanted peace in Colombia he 
would halt US arms shipments to the Colombian 
Army and end covert activity there. 

It is time for human rights and indigenous support 
groups, environmentalists and everyone who cares 
about the death and devastation that our drug addic- 
tions are causing to unite in condemnation of US 
support for the wrong side in Colombia. We have to 
solve our drug problem and make amends to the evils 
we have spawned in the Andean nations. A peace 
treaty is possible if the death squads are disarmed and 
autonomous regions are established — including safe 
regions for indigenous peoples. In recent peace talks 
FARC was essentially ceded one third of the coun- 
try — an area as big as Switzerland. Let's invest in 
abuse prevention, treatment centers, and develop- 
ment aid to Colombia in exchange for international 
purchase of critical biological preserves. A similar 
program is needed for the rest of Latin America which 
is on the verge of social, environmental and eco- 
nomic collapse. 



68 Arrested at the Highway 55 Reroute 


trees are cut water is diverted and roan progress follows 



by Bob Greenberg and Solstice 

On July 26, in defiance of 40 years of 
strong community opposition to the 
reroute of Highway 55 in Minneapo- 
lis, the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation (MnDOT) began work 
on the project. To surround and cor- 
don off work sites, MnDOT hired an 
"occupying army" of over one hun- 
dred state troopers, sheriff's officers 
and Minneapolis police. The cost of 
salaries and overtime has been esti- 
mated at $50,000 per day in taxpayer 
money. The construction area is cur- 
rently at the north end of the reroute, 
about a mile north of the spiritual 


sewers. The department has also in- 
stalled drainage wells to suck the 
groundwater from the area around 
the falls. The water level has already 
dropped over two feet and the com- 
munity is outraged. It was never told 
that the flow of the falls would be 
stopped. 

After witnessing the destruction of 
the land that had so inspired him, 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow came 
down from his statue perch in the 
park late at night and planted four 
sacred cottonwoods to ease his broken 
heart. Showing no mercy for poor 
Henry and his vision of eternal beauty, 
MnDOT bulldozed the four saplings 


August 1-6. Many conference partici- 
pants spent nights at the encamp- 
ment and gave additional time to help 
cover treesits and security shifts. Early 
in the week several people halted con- 
struction for a morning with one suc- 
cessful lockdown after another. 

On August 6 most of the conference 
took a field trip to the Minnesota State 
Capitol in St. Paul, where it found 
eight friends locked to each other and 
to a marble pillar in the rotunda. About 
one hundred people frolicked around 
the great seal of the State of Minnesota 
(on top of which four people were 
irreverently sitting, locked down) for 
a few hours. Finally, state police closed 
the Capitol and made all the 
state workers go to their offices 
while they removed folks. 

"For over 40 years the local 
community has made it clear 
that we do not want this road 
rerouted through Minnehaha 
Park, the first state park in the 
nation, and through land sa- 
cred to the Dakota people, in- 
cluding traditional burial 


encampment set up last December 
after the excessive raid of the 
Minnehaha Free State by 800 law en- 
forcement officers. The encampment 
remains a base of resistance against 
the destruction at the north end. 

Ten people were arrested on the first 
day of the destruction after crossing 
police lines, climbing into trees, dis- 
mantling cordons and attempting to 
lock themselves to machinery. Every- 
one arrested was conditionally re- 
leased. The release required, in part, 
that people arrested "not hamper or 
impede the progress .of the Highway 
55 project." One person, who signed 
"Stop the Reroute" on his conditional 
release, was picked up and held for 


within days. 

Community 
members are 
more pissed off at 
MnDOT than ever 
as they witness 
their beloved park 
being bulldozed. 

If MnDOT had 
any credibility 
left, it was lost 

when it cut or bulldozed approximately 
180 trees, after saying only three in 
that area would be cut. Many commu- 
nity residents are taking legal action. 

People are also irate about the po- 
lice brutality which was a reoccurring 
theme throughout the first week of 


A chicken wing, full Nelson and pain compliance; 


grounds," said Noel Rhode, one of the 
people involved in the takeover. 

The reroute will destroy sacred Da- 
kota burial grounds, a place of wor- 
ship to Native Americans for over 9,000 
years, and the last free flowing spring 
in all of Minneapolis. Minnehaha Park 


campment and treesits at the south 
end and a direct action encampment 
and treesits on the north. The state 
has spent over $2.6 million fighting 
us on this issue to date. That does not 
include the cost of a one year delay in 
construction, the court costs to pros- 
ecute and jail us or the costs of the 
state and federal court cases we have 
brought against them. 

The proposed reroute is on the south- 
ern border of Minneapolis, with some 
of the corridor extending beyond the 
city limits. Meanwhile, at the north 
end of Minneapolis, just off Highway 
55, another popular struggle has been 
growing and gaining momentum over 
the past few months. Hundreds of 
affordable housing units are slated for 
demolition in order to make room for 
yuppie housing. 

In June, 13 African American clergy 
were arrested for standing in front of 
the bulldozers. Mayor Sharon Sayles 
Belton temporarily halted the destruc- 
tion. When trying to start the process 
up again, the city was met by opposi- 
tion from the National Association for 
the Advancement of 
Colored People the 
project is halted by 
an injunction. 
Minnehaha has just 
linked coalitions 
with this struggle. 
Together we are 
planning a state- 
wide rally and 
march for Septem- 
ber 25. The theme 
will be community 
autonomy. We are 
demanding that 
g communities be in 
| control of their own 
s destinies, that they 
| be empowered to 
make the decisions 
that affect them. 
what next, a suplex? We celebrated one 

year of active resis- 
tance on August 10. We also just re- 
leased our CD "Trees and Water — 
Songs of Resistance to the Reroute of 
55." Not only are we stronger now 
than ever before, but the land is under 
greater attack arid we are in need of 
greater support than ever. 


three days as he was leaving a local 
restaurant which was apparently 
within the restricted area. At the day's 
end, 30 old bur oaks were cut as well as 
many young trees. 

On day two of the destruction, 29 
people were arrested for sitting, arms 
linked, across Highway 55 blocking 
morning rush hour traffic. A rally con- 
tinued at the site throughout the week. 
Troopers ticketed drivers who honked 
in support of the rally. The cordoned 
off area kept expanding, until finally 
we got tipped off about which trees 
they planned to cut next. We set up 
treesits accordingly. At this time, the 
cordon has not been successfully ex- 
panded; the sits remain occupied. 

As part of their continuing destruc- 
tion of Minnehaha Park, the Depart- 
ment of Transportation began shut- 
ting down the flow of Minnehaha 
Falls on August 20. Doing this has 
diverted much of the water flowing 
into Minnehaha Creek into the storm 


destruction (yes, they're doing it in 
broad daylight). On July 26, 17-year- 
old Madeline Gardner was hospital- 
ized with a dislocated hip after being 
tackled inside the construction zone 
by state troopers. She was denied 
medical attention for three hours. As 
a result, she may need full hip re- 
placement surgery. On July 27 Jesse 
Hop, a 13-year-old protester and tra- 
ditional native dancer, was hospital- 
ized after being assaulted and thrown 
to the pavement by several overzeal- 
ous state troopers. On July 28, Emily 
Lindell, 23, was tackled by state troop- 
ers who repeatedly slammed her head 
into a railroad tie, resulting in a se- 
vere concussion. On Saturday, July 
31, supporters held a candlelight vigil 
at City Hall, honoring survivors of 
police brutality over the course of 
this resistance. 

Over 100 people came to Minne- 
apolis for "End of the Road 99" — a 
national Green and Black conference 


is the first state park in the United 
States and is the last remaining ex- 
ample of ancient oak savannah and 
pristine prairie in the Twin Cities area. 
All of this could be destroyed just to 
shave three minutes off the drive time 
between downtown Minneapolis and 
the Mall of America. 

"The Minnesota Department of 
Transportation claims that this project 
has support of every level of govern- 
ment, yet it requires $50,000 dollars a 
day in police protection to keep the 
community from interfering with the 
project? Why have they had to arrest 
over 118 people in the last year and 68 
in the last two weeks alone?" asked 
Soil, one of the protesters. "If the com- 
munity really supports this project, 
then why does the state refuse to put 
the project up to a vote to give the 
voters a real choice?" 

The longest running urban occupa- 
tion in US history, Minnehaha Free 
State, is made up of a spiritual en- 


If you want to support the 
Minnehaha Free State, we are in need 
of money, climbing gear, shelters 
(tents, teepees, tarps), food, etc. Make 
checks payable to power4u and send 
items of support to Big Woods EF!, 
POB 580936, Minneapolis, MN 55458- 
0936. Please make note that it is for 
the Minnehaha Free State. 

You can also write to the following 
people urging them to stop the re- 
route of Highway 55 and stop brutal- 
izing the resisters! Governor Jesse 
Ventura, 130 State Capitol, 75 Consti- 
tution Ave., St. Paul, MN 55155; (651) 
296-3391; Elwyn Tinklenberg, Com- 
missioner, Minnesota Department of 
Transportation, 395 John Ireland 
Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55155; (651) 296- 
3000; Mayor Sharon Sayles Belton, 
350 S. 5th Street, Minneapolis, MN 
55415; (612) 673-2100; Vice President 
A1 Gore, The White House, 1 600 Penn- 
sylvania Ave., Washington DC 20500; 
(202) 456-1414. 
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by Nicole Rosmarino 

The prairie is under fire, and the prairie dog is on 
the frontlines. On a weekly basis, prairie dog de- 
fenders are alerted that another patch of prairie dogs 
is slated for destruction by the bulldozer, gun or 
poison. Developers, ranchers, farmers, and local 
and national officials continue to endanger the few 
prairie dogs still hanging on. 

Although noted for their charisma and highly ad- 
vanced communication system, the ecological impor- 
tance of prairie dogs makes their protection especially 
urgent. This one-foot long, one-to-three pound little 
mammal creates a world which abounds with diverse 
prairie life. Prairie dog colonies have been likened to 
coral in the sea, as they provide niches for a variety of 
wildlife to breed, feed, rest and hide. 

As Europeans moved westward on the North 
American continent, they destroyed prairie dogs 
along with other prairie wildlife. Alongside the 
European "clearing" of indigenous human groups 
from the land, grizzly bears, wolves, thundering 
herds of bison, mule deer, pronghorn and elk were 
mowed down in the race to turn the Great Plains 
into one big cattle pasture. 

Prairie Dog Persecution 

Eradication began in 1902 when the chief of the 
National Biological Survey, C.H. Merriam, decreed 
that the prairie dog robbed cattle of 50-75 percent of 
their forage. This myth set in motion a campaign in 
which as many as 125,000 men were employed full- 
time in prairie dog poisoning in a single year. By 
1938, the black-tailed prairie dog was entirely eradi- 
cated from Arizona. A 25,000-square mile colony in 
Texas, with an estimated 400 million inhabitants, 
was destroyed. As early as 1912, over 90 percent of 
the acreage occupied by prairie dogs in Colorado 
had been destroyed. Similar patterns would occur 
throughout the 11 -state range of this animal. 

A 1998 report commissioned by the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) found that less than one 
percent of the acres occupied by prairie dogs still 
exists. Compounding the problem of severely re- 
duced habitat, those few remaining acres are prima- 
rily small, isolated colonies which are unable to 
recover from sylvatic plague, poisoning or shoot- 
ing. The prairie dog and the entire ecosystem this 
creature supports is quickly heading toward the 
oblivion of extinction. 

Prairie Dog Power 

Species closely associated with prairie dogs are 
also plummeting. The black-footed ferret, swift fox, 
mountain plover and ferruginous hawk are all closely 
tied to prairie dogs and their colonies. All have been 
recognized by USFWS as biologically imperiled. 

Over 150 vertebrate species benefit from prairie 
dogs. It may well be that even more species were 
associated with the prairie dog historically, as all 
modern research on prairie dog-associate wildlife 
was conducted long after their numbers had been 
severely reduced. 

Even at their present 
reduced levels, prairie 
dogs provide a vital prey 
base for a multitude of 
raptors and mammals. 

Golden eagles and fer- 
ruginous hawks rely on 
them as prey, as do coy- 
otes, foxes, badgers and 
other mammals. The 
vegetative changes 
caused by prairie dog 
grazing and burrowing 
Create niches for Special- Prairie dog watches as 

ized prairie animals. Burrowing owls live in old 
burrows and require the cropped grasses of a dog's 
colony to prey on small mammals. Mountain plovers 
are grassland birds whose insect foraging also re- 
quires the short vegetation of a colony. They actually 


nest on the ground in dog towns. The black-footed 
ferret dines exclusively on prairie dogs and cannot 
survive outside of a dog town. As a result, the black- 
footed ferret is one of the rarest animals in the world. 

Also found in the burrows are a variety of rep- 
tiles, amphibians and small mammals including: 
deer mice, thirteen-lined ground squirrels, cot- 
tontails and other rab- 
bits, voles, prairie rat- 
tlers, bullsnakes and 
tiger salamanders. 

In addition, grazing 
animals prefer the veg- 
etation on the colo- 
nies. Buffalo, elk, 
pronghorn and mule 
deer were all historic 
members of the prairie 
dog community, en- 
joying the grasses and 
forbs found on dog 
towns. Cattle also pre- 
fer grazing on colonies 
and research has re- 
peatedly demonstrated 
that the dogs are not 
an economic threat to 
ranching. However, 
cattle are an ecological 
threat to the prairie. 

All of these creatures 
suffer as the number of 
prairie dog acres con- 
tinue to plummet. With 
fewer dog towns, the Prairie 

habitat and prey base created by this gracious host 
disappears, and those who require or benefit from 
their sculpting of the landscape feel the loss. 

Prairie Dog Fight 

The sadism of eradication is highlighted by recre- 
ational shooting. The shooters sit at tables at a colony 
and level their high-powered rifles with telescopic 
scopes at the animals emerging from their burrows. 
These rifles can kill from 400 yards away. With 
shooters trying to maximize the number of direct 
hits, wounded and dismembered prairie dogs are left 
to writhe in agony on the killing fields. Among the 
amusements of shooting is the "triple," where one 
bullet hits three prairie dogs who are on a mound, 
hugging each other, or the "flipper," where the force 
of a bullet flips one backward on impact, or "red 
mist," where the animal is literally exploded by the 
force of a bullet. An observer noted that this activity 
is akin to a human opening their front door, stepping 
on their porch and being dismembered and mortally 
wounded by their sadistic and more technologically 
equipped neighbor. 

Prairie dog poisoning is equally chilling. Phosphine 
gas is a common toxin used to kill them. Tablets or gas 
cartridges of this toxic and flammable chemical are 
deposited in each burrow, followed by crumpled up 
newspaper and well-compacted 
dirt to seal up each entrance. Be- 
low, trapped in gas chambers 
with no hope of escape, prairie 
dogs and all other life in their 
burrows suffer agonizing deaths, 
lasting up to three days. The 
death of each creature entails 
the bursting of the circulatory 
system, and the victims literally 
drown in their own blood. 

Moreover, sylvatic plague (the 
rodent variety of the bubonic 
plague) is a devastating force 
extinction approaches against prairie dogs. The plague 
was introduced to North America in 1899 by sailors 
from Asia. The animals have no immunity to the 
plague and the colonial nature of these animals 
cause entire populations to be obliterated. 

Government agencies have ensured the continua- 


tion of the war they started. A brutal mercenary in 
several wars against wildlife, the United States De- 
partment of Agriculture's (USDA) Animal Damage 
Control (ADC) was set up, in part, to eradicate prairie 
dogs. ADC provides poison to private interests from 
its supply depot in Pocatello, Idaho. Beholden to 
public lands ranchers, the US Forest Service (USFS) 
and the Bureau of Land Man- 
agement (BLM) manage prai- 
rie habitat for less than a bare 
minimum of prairie dogs . The 
animals are found on well 
under one percent of those 
public lands suitable for 
colonies. Local and state 
wildlife and agriculture 
agencies actively participate 
in their persecution. 

Prairie Dog Defenders 

The prairie dog has en- 
joyed few human friends — 
until now. Animal rights 
and environmental advo- 
cates throughout the Great 
Plains and beyond have rec- 
ognized the prairie dog's 
plight and are struggling on 
this animal's behalf. We 
have stood in front of the 
guns of shooters. We have 
£ engaged in court battles. We 
| have dug out poisoned bur- 
rows. We have lined the 
dogs look for a safe future. streets in marches against 

planned poisonings. We have written letters, cir- 
culated petitions, spoken tqcity councils, county 
commissions and state legislatures. The Southern 
Plains Land Trust buys land for prairie dogs and 
other prairie wildlife to be absolutely safe from 
the guns and poisons of settlers. In Colorado, 
Rocky Mountain Animal Defense has gone after 
developers, ranchers, shooters and government 
agencies on behalf of the creature. We've had 
some success: the protection of prairie dogs on 
open space areas, a state- wide restriction on con- 
test killings (including prairie dog shoots) and a 
spreading awareness of the need to protect prairie 
dogs and their colonies. 

Other groups have fought for the federal protec- 
tion of the animal by petitioning for the listing of 
the black-tailed prairie dog (native to the Great 
Plains) under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 
Leading that effort are the Biodiversity Legal Foun- 
dation and the Predator Project. The efforts of these 
groups have forced USFWS to review the status of 
this species throughout its range. 

It is clear that an ESA listing is vital to defend 
prairie dogs and their ecosystems. Ranchers show 
no sign of letting up in their war against wildlife, 
and developers show little tolerance for anything 
that gets in their way of converting nature into cash . 
As a rule, elected officials and administrators have 
shown that they are bought and paid for. 

They're not counting on citizens to stand up for 
native wildlife. That's exactly what we're doing. 
We're building a movement to show that prairie 
dogs will not be squandered. 

The Great Plains used to be considered the 
Serengeti of North America — a vast grassland 
where immense herds of graceful grazers flowed 
from horizon to horizon. The grizzly bear and 
plains wolf reigned supreme, mighty eagles and 
hawks glided through the sky, the swift fox danced 
about and the coyote sang throughout. Perhaps 
one of its most humble inhabitants, the prairie 
dog, will determine whether those grasslands 
will flourish or falter. Please join in the defense 
of the prairie dog. 

For more information contact Rocky Mountain 
Animal Defense, 2525 Arapahoe #E4-335, Boulder, 
CO 80302; (303) 449-4422. 
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"My removal from 80 feet up in the spruce tree 
was one of the scariest moments of my life. Trees 
fell within five feet of my platform," saidMoonshadow 
after her release from jail. "After the feller-buncher 
downed all the trees close to me, the operator cut trees 
further away and dropped them right next to me. I 
begged law enforcement to intervene, but they ig- 
nored my pleas, stating that I was perfectly safe... and 
that the feller was highly accurate. " The cherry picker's 
victory was short-lived. 

On July 23, the Army Corps of Engineers halted 
further logging upon discovery that Vail's newly, con- 
structed road had been illegally punched through a 
rare forested wetland. The Environmental Protection 
Agency described this crime as a flagrant violation of 
the Clean Water Act. 

The Colorado aspens are beginning to turn yellow, 
the afternoon light has a faint tint of red and evenings 
fall earlier. Signs indicate autumn's fast approach. 
Once the snow flies in a month, the Two Elks Roadless 
Area will rest safe for another season. We'll be back 
when elk calving season ends next July. Save the lynx! 
Send Vail to jail. 

Contact the Coalition to Stop Vail at POB 3155, 
Boulder, CO 80307; (303) 545-6203; www.stopvail.net. 

Luna— Julia Butterfly 

Julia continues to defend the 14-foot diameter 
ancient redwood Luna where she has lived for nearly 
600 days. The stream of letters, interviews and out- 
reach keeps her very busy. Rumors abound as to her 
imminent descent and her health. But, according to 

a friend who just visited 

B her: "She looks vibrantly 

healthy. In fact she 
jumped right over me and 
up into a branch of the 
tree to yell a good-bye to 
some friends on the 
ground as they finished a 
quick chat over the walkie- 

Auto-Free Times, Butter- 
fly made the issues that 
we all face clear: "We 
don't need cars or big 
fancy houses, we don't 
need jet planes, we don't 
need all of these things. 
We are destroying what 
we need because of the 
§ things that we want. We 
| will have to take away 
| this government. There 
b is no evolving this gov- 
| eminent into some- 
| thing good because it is 
v inherently bad." 

| For more information 
R contact Julia Butterfly, 

led below Eagle Creek treehouse. POB 1256 ' Eureka CA 

95502; (707) 923-9552; 
lunanews@humboldtl.com; www.lunatree.org. 

Eagle Creek — Huckleberry Free State 

"Thankfully, there's a movement at this time to end 
the Forest Service's timber sales program on our public 
lands. In the meantime we need to fight for individual 
areas that are under immediate threat. " 

— Jesse 

High in the old-growth canopy, treesitters main- 
tain their lookout over Oregon's Mt. Hood Na- 
tional Forest. How much longer can the Forest 
Service ignore the thousands of letters it receives 
from people opposed to logging in this roadless 
area adjacent to the Salmon Huckleberry Wilder- 
ness? This watershed is crucial for Portland's wa- 
ter supply. Even the logging company is willing to 
cancel the sale, but the Forest Service and super- 
visor Gary Larsen refuse to listen. Forest Service 
harassment continues. For six weeks a 60-foot- 
high "pod" has hung from trees on either side of 
Forest Road 4614. The "pod" is a net made of 
woven pafachute cord that can hold two people. 
This hanging "pod" and a bipod have blockaded 


the upper road leading into a 500-acre roadless 
portion of the timber sale. 

Moss, a long-term treesitter, describes the feel of 
life in the trees. "I sit 150 feet up in this ancient Doug 
fir which survived many fires and storms. I look out 
to the west and view the massive clearcuts of Longview 
Fiber Company land and beyond that the Clackamas 
River winding away to Portland and the Columbia 
River. To the east, I see only the wilderness, including 
the unprotected wilderness of the Eagle timber sale. " 

For more information contact the Cascadia Forest 
Alliance at POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208;(503)241- 
4879; pseudotsuga@hotmail.com. 


by Almond 

Freshwater Redwood Treesit 

Still enjoying broad community support and ap- 
proaching one year of occupation, Nate and Toad 
switch off living 165 feet up in a giant, thousand- 
year-old redwood northwest of the Headwaters For- 
est. Logging has slowed down in the immediate area, 
but slash piling and cleanup operations continue. 
"It's gorgeous up here, and I'm glad they're not 
cutting big trees near me anymore," said an upbeat 
Toad. "The daily herbicide tank-truck just went by, 
and that is a concern. Pacific Lumber keeps spraying 
Garlon herbicides cut with diesel fuel to kill off the 
young growth in the numerous clearcuts that mar 
this area. The chemicals seep into the ground water 
and will poison the community. We have to stop this 
herbicide invasion." 

For more information contact the Freshwater Treesit 
at nate@upatree.net; www.upatree.net. 


Red Cloud Thunder — Fall Creek 

What began here two spring seasons ago has sprouted 
new growth as this amazing tree village in Oregon's 
Willamette National Forest defies the law and all 
description. Twelve homemade structures drift among 
the rainforest canopy of this low-elevation old-growth 
forest of Douglas fir and hemlock. A dozen tree people 
can usually be seen as high as 207 feet up in the village. 
A diverse community of forest defenders creates an- 
other ring of defense below the trees where up to one 
hundred anarchists, punks and travelers congregate 
and live in defiance of cor- 

you want to live freely, Platform susp* 

in the moment, going at your pace, working for 
yourself and not having your life rotate around 
dollar signs? It's about getting back to the Earth, 
being primitive and being with your natural sur- 
roundings. It's about being grounded and solidify- 
ing meaningful relations. Turn off your televisions. 
Look and think for yourself. Realize that what 
we've been fed for centuries are nothing but lies. 
Civilization and technology are raping this world, 
not improving it." 

For more information contact Red Cloud Thun- 
der at POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 484- 
2997; redcloud@efn.org; www.ecoecho.org. 

Moonshadow-Lynx Treesit — Vail 

The Stop Cat III treesit above Vail, Colorado, began 
and ended on July 21. Forest Service law enforce- 
ment resorted to reckless brutality and terror tactics 
in order to quickly end the world's highest altitude 
treesit (11,000 feet). Flood lights, generators and 
heavy machinery were employed violating the lynx 
mitigation measures which called for no night time 
activity in the 4,000-acre closure area. 


David (Gypsy) Chain 


September 17 is the one year anniversary of 
David "Gypsy" Chain's death from a Pacific 
Lumber/Maxxam logger's angry disregard for life 
and safety. For months the treesit above the site 
of this tragedy has been vacant, but we believe 
the spirit of our fallen comrade remains, guard- 
ing this special place. Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to Gypsy's family, friends, the lands he so 
passionately defended and of course to Gypsy 
himself who has given us all moje courage and 
strength in our struggle to defend the remaining 
ancient ecosystems. We say thanks, David, for all 
that you brought to our lives. 

Grieving 

My soul feels as heavy as my eyes 
from lack of sleep 1 and frequent tears. 

I keep asking the question, "why?" 

to a place where there is no easy answer 

I scream, "NO!" 

over and over, louder and louder 

as if maybe I can reach the perfect pitch 

and reshape reality. • • 

but life doesn't work that way, 

so I am left hollow, 

aching for the ones left behind... 

searching for a way to fill their emptiness 

knowing it will never be the same. 

I remember as a child 
skipping down the sidewalk, 
stopping, stunned at the sight of a 
woman sitting in the middle of the road, 
rocking back and forth 
covered in blood, 

screaming and crying in a language 

I could not understand. .. 

but didn't have to 

because I knew her heart 

was as broken as the body 

of her best friend 

cradled in her arms. 

I feel that anguish now 
echoing through the hills. 

I wonder if she ever healed? 

I wonder can we? 


ulia Butterfly 
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Earth First ! Confronts 
The Aryan Nations 



by Jonathan Crowell 

Many would argue that we need to concentrate all of 
our energy on defending ecosystems and not waste our 
time on human connections. However, in order to 
defend ecosystems, we unfortunately need to deal 
with people. When we have an opportunity to shake 
the system and point out concrete manifestations of 
fascism to the world, everyone must participate. 

Idaho Earth First! has taken that chance and has 
curiously received the best local media coverage in the 
region that we have ever received. Eight of us walked 
down a public drag topless to challenge Moscow, 
Idaho, city ordinances and fight for women's equality. 
When we fought to teach humans we became the 
forefront of the movement against the Aryan Nations. 

Aryan Richard Butler and his entourage of hate-filled 
followers are attempting to carry out the Northwest 
Territorial Imperative, which calls for the ethnic cleans- 
ing of people of the region to make way for a new white 
homeland. Christian Identity is the belief that white, 
northern Europeans are God's chosen ones and that 
Jews are the children of the devil. Aryans place all other 
cultures as sub-human under white supremacy. The 
Aryan Nations currently owns a private compound 
near Hayden Lake in northern Idaho. 

Lori Graves and myself, Earth Firstlers who de- 
fend the forests of Idaho, attended a counter-dem- 
onstration at an Aryan Nations parade in Coeur 
d'Alene, on July 18, 1998. We held signs reading, 
"Earth First!, Hatred Last" and "Suicide, not Geno- 
cide." Both Lori and I were arrested for obstructing 
an officer when we refused to allow an illegal search 
of our backpacks. Our Fourth (protection against 
illegal search and seizure) and First Amendment 
rights were grossly violated. We were also the vic- 
tims of police brutality. I was dragged by cops for 
one-and-a-half blocks across the pavement with- 
out any shoes; Lori was verbally and physically 


prodded by male cops. 

Five defendants — Lori Graves, Gary 
Bizek (an Anti-Racist Action skinhead 
from Canada), Jeffrey Kerns (a Seattle- 
based animal rights activist), Kenneth 
Malone (an unsuspecting bystander) 
and myself — hit the news big with a 
$13.3 million lawsuit against the po- 
lice department and conspiring gov- 
ernment agencies. We recently settled 
with Kootenai County for $80,000 and 
continue to press the city, the attorney's 
office, the local police department and several 
police officers. We inadvertently discovered that 
organizing against the Aryans is a great way to 
fundraise for our forest defense campaign. 

During the early morning hours of December 1, 
1998, our house was firebombed, a cross was burned 
on the front lawn and a hate letter was left in the 
mailbox identifying us as a "commie Jew bitch and 
faggot treehugger sidekick. "We founded a chapter of 
Anti-Racist Action — Moscow, and have worked to 
get this classified as a hate crime. We are working to 
change Idaho law to include intimidation due to 
political beliefs, sexual orientation or ecological view- 
points as a part of the hate crime statute. It seems the 
cops are as incompetent with their investigation as 
the Aryans who failed to burn down our house. 

Now, the masses are talking and re-evaluating 
their beliefs about Earth First!. It is easier for people 
to relate to people issues. An old time Idaho logger 
wearing red suspenders very attentively observed 
the courtroom proceedings of the 1998 criminal 
trial. After the trial, the logger offered his help and 
support despite my life passion- for defending the 
wild forests of Idaho. We actually received style 
points from our slimiest critic, D.F. Oliveria from 
the Spokesman Review, for our courage, persever- 
ance and willingness to go to court and jail for our 


Idaho activists hit the streets against racism. 

beliefs. Perhaps Idaho riffraff will always alienate the 
isolated and underexposed folks, but we do gain 
ground when they hear about us defending their 
communities against hate groups. The task of con- 
vincing Idahoans that Earth Firstiers are defendingthe 
cohesiveness and sustainability of their communities 
and preserving a livable planet is a tough battle. The 
region's radical movement needs to get people talking 
about real issues concerning corporate dominance 
and the disintegration of our communities at the 
hands of an extraction/export-oriented economy. 
People also need to discuss the ubiquity of fascist 
politics orchestrated by the elites to oppress and 
exploit the land, species and people. When Earth 
Firstlers hit the frontlines of an issue that directly 
impacts their lives and communities, a bridge of 
communication and acceptance is created. Perhaps, 
while the media is tuning into our radical voice we can 
insert an underlying theme of ending corporate domi- 
nance and elitism. 

The preservation of ecological and cultural diver- 
sity are vitally important. The Aryans are getting 
hammered from many angles — a dying leader, inter- 
nal disarray and lawsuits — but the Aryans are still 
dangerous. They infect people with hatred for the 
diversify of life. We should steer the lost souls to fight 
against the real source of our problems: alienation. 



Blockade on the access road to Otter-Wing 


This summer the Cove/Mallard Coalition (CMC), in 
conjunction with Friends of the Clearwater, has con- 
ducted extensive field surveys of the Otter-Wing tim- 
ber sale. Volunteers have found numerous violations 
of buffers designed to protect streams. We have also 
discovered that parts of the road system are failing to 
meet the standards required by law, dramatically 
increasing the amount of sediment being routed into 
streams. The Nez Perce National Forest has admitted 
that three of the creeks in and near the sale provide the 
last healthy habitat on the South Fork of the Clearwater 
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Otter-Wing Otter Not Be Cut 


river for Chinook salmon, steelhead, bull and 
westslope cutthroat trout. 

Documentation of the violations was given to Bruce 
Bernhardt, the supervisor of the Nez Perce National 
Forest, who agreed to investigate and respond in 
writing before any logging or road building started on 
the sale. In a blatant breach of trust, the Forest Service 
notified CMC that road building had been authorized 
and had begun on a spur road on July 10. This 
-notification was given to CMC on July 16, not when 
construction started. 

A protest was planned, and on August 2, workers 
were greeted by a citizen blockade of the access road to 
the Otter-Wing timber sale. The blockade consisted of 
a dragon, one bipod and a traverse line with a person 
in a hammock that went through the legs of the bipod. 
After a brief confrontation between workers and sup- 
porters things calmed down as everyone waited for 
police officers to arrive. Around 7 a.m. Forest Service 
law enforcement officers arrived on the scene. Officer 
Steve Dieder, who has a reputation for unsafe practices 
in dismantling blockades and the use of pain holds, 
took charge of the operation. Officer Dieder ordered 
all the support people to move approximately 250 feet 
down the road. The supporters could not observe or 
videotape the actions of the officers from this dis- 
tance. With the help of the cherry picker operator, 
officer Dieder spent the next six hours trying to 
dislodge Locus from his dragon. The officers used a 
chisel, a rock pounding bar and a diamond grinder. 
Officers refused to let supporters observe by covering 
Locus with a tarp. Finally, Locus was extracted from 
the road, but sustained numerous bruises and burns 
from the use of the grinder which was operated for 
over 20 minutes. After removing Locus, officers told 
support people they were going to move the cables on 
the bipod. It was at this point that Tree Song, having 
seen too much of the cop's crazy practices, walked 


across the police line to tell them not to move the 
cables. He was arrested for impeding the officers. Next 
Dieder retrieved and arrested Pebbles from her bipod. 
After anchoring the poles to the cherry picker, the 
officer then went back up to the top of the bipod and 
insanely cut it with a chain saw right over the traverse 
line. Molly, who was on the traverse, then came down 
after making a deal with the cops. She got to smoke a 
cigarette with her friends, and we got to keep the 
traverse lines. Work was stopped for the whole day. All 
the brave defenders were taken to Boise, Idaho, and 
arraigned in federal court on misdemeanor charges. 
They were released and have the trial on October 28. 

On August 16, protesters, including people from 
CMC, gathered for a vigil outside the gate to the 20- 
mile Creek section of the Otter-Wing timber sale to 
call for a halt to the logging of old-growth forests 
adjacent to the Gospel Hump Wilderness. Shortly 
after the gathering began, Forest Service law enforce- 
ment officers arrived at the group's small campfire. 
After talking with the people at the campfire, the 
Forest Service vehicles moved down the road, report- 
edly encountering road blocking piles of wood. The 
vigil continued through the night and into the morn- 
ing. After a couple of hours of peaceful conversation 
between protesters and Forest Service law enforce- 
ment, activist Michael Bowersox was suddenly ar- 
rested, apparently for an outstanding warrant. The 
situation between protesters and law enforcement 
became very tense following the arrest. Protesters who 
left and relocated to discuss ideas remained under 
intense surveillance and the scrutiny of law enforce- 
ment officers. Road construction is now taking place 
on the Otter-Wing timber sale. Logging on the 694 
acres of old growth is expected to begin any day. 

For more information, contact Cove/Mallard Coali- 
tion, POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755; 
cove@moscow.com; www.enviroweb.org/cove/. 
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by Francis Eatherington 

On the morning of July 1 2, Herbert Lumber workers 
arrived at unit five of the Right View timber sale to 
begin logging. This was the last unit in the Roseburg 
BLM sale — 32 acres of old growth slated for "regenera- 
tion harvest." Herbert's contract with Roseburg BLM 
states they must finish building the road, cut and yard 
the trees and till the road before this fall. 

But on July 12 the workers discovered it might not 
be business as usual. Deep in the forest in the middle 
of the proposed road stood a large, old Douglas fir 
tree with a tree house far up in the canopy. Two 
young women peered over the edge of the tree house 
and spoke to the workers over 100 feet beneath 
them. They told the workers that they could not cut 
the trees because the woman were protecting them. 
The women, River and Madrone, sai, "We have to be 
the voice of this ancient forest because it can't speak 
for itself.". The loggers politely left. Since then, no 
trees have been cut in this forest. 

The Right View timber sale, just a few miles east 
of Glide, Oregon, was planned under the new and 
improved environmental regulations in the North- 
west Forest Plan. 

Since the treesitters stopped the logging, the BLM 
has closed off the area to the public. In our local 
newspaper, the Roseburg News-Review, the BLM said: 
"It was closed for public safety... We want to make sure 
there aren't any people in danger who might still be 
in the area." The newspaper also stated: "BLM officials 
said they won't forcibly remove the treesitters, but 
they may allow timber harvesting to go ahead with 


the treesitters in place. Any logging that occurs would 
leave a protective buffer around the tree that the two 
women occupy and the area would be checked to make 
sure no other protesters are present." 

Send letters of support to River and Madrone, 
POB 306, Idleyld, OR 97447. 



Climbers in the low-elevation Umpqua. 


P I u 4 The Hole In Headwaters 



by Josh Brown and 
Rob DiPerna 

When the Headwaters Deal was 

finalized March 2, Headwaters 
Grove, Elk Head Springs Grove and 
a small buffer were acquired by tax- 
payers at the staggering cost of $480 
million. Yet in a move that spoke of 
the compromised and purely politi- 
cal nature of the deal, a ma- 
jority of the groves in the 
South Fork of the Elk River 
(SFER), were left unprotected. 

The deal gave Maxxam tim- 
ber harvest plan 1-97-520, a 
logging monstrosity that will 
clearcut over one square mile 
of second growth redwood forest (equal 
to 656 football fields) on the SFER. The 
targeted area is completely surrounded by the 
boundaries of the new Headwaters Preserve. 

No sooner was the Deal signed and stamped when 
we learned that Maxxam was trying to get quick 
approval of this first sacrifice. Nicknamed the "Hole in 
the Headwaters Preserve," it's projected that this plan 
will lead to the local extinction of one of the last 
remaining native coho salmon runs in the state. 

The coho salmon of north coastal California have 
been designated an "Evolutionary Significant Unit" 
by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). 
These coho are considered significant because this is 
the southernmost portion of the coho range. 

Earth First! organized an emergency rally March 27. 
Over 120 community members and activists attended 
the demonstration. Local residents spoke of the neigh- 
boring North Fork, which has already been logged by 
Maxxam. They spoke of how the cutting was creating 
extreme flooding, property damage, loss of drinking 
water and local extirpation of salmon runs. These 
residents warned that the same fate will fall on the 
South Fork, if the Hole in the Headwaters is logged. 

Since then, Earth First! has begun an aggressive 
grass-roots organizing campaign to build public 
support for the SFER. We've been gathering postcard 
signatures aimed at California Governor Davis, ask- 
ing him to include the SFER in the newly-designated 
reserve. So far, we've collected over 2,000 signatures 


and built up a hefty action alert list that may prove 
indispensable when the trees start to fall. We've also 
offered weekly hikes to the "Hole," educating and 
inciting over 200 folks. In the aftermath of the 
Headwaters Deal, we've been struggling to get 
the truth out amidst the deafening mantra, of 
"It's over, we've saved Headwaters" which 
has been religiously chanted by Maxxam, 
the feds and the state. 

In fact, our grassroots organizing 
has been so successful that the 
California Board of For- 
estry (which is usually a 
mindless drone of the 
timber barons) issued a 
statement to Maxxam 
asking them to re- 
frain from any fur- 
ther logging in SFER 
or Freshwater Creek 
until the watershed as- 
sessment process was com- 
pleted. Of course, Maxxam re- 
fused. Perhaps even more im- 
portant is that the Board of Forestry 
also required that any changes to THP 520 
be considered major amendments to the plan, 
thus re-opening the public comment, pushing the 
logging off for as much as a year and giving Earth 
First! time to organize and prepare. 

Time is running out for the coho in the South Fork, 
and the state appears unresponsive in lifting a finger to 
stop this travesty. Andrea Tuttle, the newly appointed 
Director of the California Department of Forestry, 
when asked about the Hole in Headwaters replied, 
"Well, Pacific Lumber has to get their logs from some- 
where." Mary Nichols, California Secretary of Re- 
sources has rudely claimed, "The state has no inten- 
tion to purchase that property. The state can't pur- 
chase all the timberland in Northern California." 
These declarations make it dear that the greed of 
Maxxam carries more political weight than the sur- 
vival of one of the last viable native runs of salmon. 

Contact Northcoast Earth First!, POB 28, Areata, 
CA 95518; (707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com; 
www.net-code.com/headwaters. Contact the agen- 
cies that can save the Hole in Headwaters: Mary 
Nichols, 1416 9th St., Ste. 1311, Sacramento, CA 
95814; (916) 653-5656; Governor Gray Davis, State 
Capital, Sacramento, CA 95814; (916) 445-2841. 



Utah's Escalante watershed stretches from the 
coniferous forest on top of the Aquarius Plateau 
at 11,000 feet through magnificent belts of as- 
pen to the canyons and uplands between the 
Waterpocket Fold and the Kaiparowits Plateau 
and eventually all the way to the Colorado 
River. Unfortunately, cows are just about every- 
where, chewing up the vegetation, ravaging the 
riparian areas, savaging archaeological sites and 
driving the local ranchers broke, raising cattle 
here is a money losing operation. 

This summer, long-time activists Tori Woodard 
and Patrick Diehl, along with several others, 
launched a new non-profit environmental group, 
The Escalante Wilderness PrOject,.in Escalante, a 
southern Utah community on the edge of the 
new Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monu- 
ment (GSENM). One of the project's goals is to 
coordinate citizen monitoring of grazing allot- 
ments in the GSENM and the neighboring Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area. Other goals 
are: to advocate for wilderness and a diversified, 
sustainable local "amenities" economy, includ- 
ing high-value, organic local agriculture and land 
trusts; to participate in the Citizens' Inventory of 
Utah national forest wilderness and to defend 
roadless areas on the Aquarius Plateau; to help 
implement the vision of large biotic refugia linked 
by protected corridors; to act as a local watchdog 
for environmental organizations; to oppose the 
paving or improvement of local unpaved roads; 
to oppose "scenic overflights" in the GSENM; 


and to work with the Glen Canyon Institute to 


have faced ongoing harassment. In mid-A; 
an eight-foot-deep, building excavation next to 
their house was filled in the night with water from 
their own pasture's irrigation pipes. The vandal- 
ism was prompted by Patrick's criticism in the Salt 
Lake Tribune of a new reservoir proposed for the 
Escalante River. The local irrigation company fined 
Tori $ 1 , 100 for the broken irrigation pipe. A threat- 
ening phone call and a death threat against Patrick 
followed. In a May 7 Tribune article about, the 
vandalism, the town mayor stated that "they are 
not welcome here." 

On July 5, Patrick, Tori and Juniper Allison (a 
board member of the Escalante Wilderness Project) 
staged a counter-demqnstration at a large anti- 
wilderness event organized by "People for the 
USA" (the pseudo-grassroots, corporate-backed, 
Wise Use group formerly known as People for the 
West!). During the day, Patrick was assaulted twice, 
handcuffed once and then released, and struck in 
the left ear with a rock. On July 24, during the 
Pioneer Day parade, Tori and Patrick's house was 
vandalized: the phone lines were cut, the front 
door was kicked in, windows were smashed and 
the garden was attacked. In the ensuing media 
coverage, a local Mormon bishop confirmed. that 
he called the struggle over wilderness "a war of 
religion," adding that the war was between "Chris- 
tians and exclusionists" and that Tori and Patrick 
were "lucky" they had not suffered worse. 

On August 24, the anti-environmentalist major- 
ity on the Escalante center board threw the local 
arts and humanities group out of the center. 
Patrick was a board member for the arts and 
humanities center. The local group was one of 
several partners in the Center, a large scale project 
that will include the GSENM Visitor's Center 

At this point, Tori, Patrick and Juniper are stand- 
ing their ground, cultivating their garden and lay- 
ing the foundation for future work to protect the 
Escalante watershed. Emotions are running high, 
and the activists are concerned that Garfield County 
may attempt to blade illegal roads into wilderness 
study , areas. Interested readers can cr— 


m 
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Engineering Takes 


continued from page 1 

The EU decision comes in the wake of 
a massive grassroots movement across 
the continent that has provoked a stam- 
pede by major supermarket chains, fast- 
food restaurants, food producers and 
animal feed companies in Europe to 
proclaim a ban on GE foods and food 
ingredients. 

•On May 1 7, the prestigious 1 1 5,000- 
member British Medical Association 
(BMA) issued a report calling for a mora- 
torium on GE foods and crops, declar- 
ing that more "independent" research 
is needed to determine the possible 
toxicity of bioengineered food. The BMA 
warned that the commercialization of 
untested and unlabeled gene-foods 
could lead to the development of new 
allergies and antibiotic resistance in hu- 
mans. British doctors emphasized that 
the notion of the "substantial equiva- 
lence" of GE and non-GE foods — which 
provides the legal basis for the US gov- 
ernment position of "no labeling" and 
"no pre-market safety-testing" — is sci- 
entifically incorrect, ignoring "gene in- 
teraction of unexpected kinds which 
may take place in GM foods." The BMA 
report rocked the already shaky biotech 
industry, generating significant media 
coverage in many parts of the world. 
Influential members of the US Senate 
immediately attacked the BMA report. 
Republican Senator John Ashcroft of 
Missouri, sometimes known as the 
"Senator from Monsanto," lashed out 
against the EU in the Washington Post 
"It is characteristic of the European 
Union to hide behind studies such as 
this in order to maintain its protection- 
ist trade policies." 

•In the most dramatic story of the 
year highlighting the environmental 
hazards of GE crops, Nature magazine 
published a letter from Cornell Univer- 
sity scientists in its May 20, 1999 issue 
indicating that pollen from Bt com crops 
is poisonous to Monarch butterflies. 
Headline stories of the threat to what 
the press dubbed "the Bambi of the 
insect world" brought home the fact 
that millions of acres of GE crops were 
already under cultivation in the US, 
with untold damage already being done 
to the environment and living crea- 
tures. Although Monsanto and the 


Genetic 

biotech industry immediately tried to 
undercut the Monarch story, complain- 
ing that the studies were carried out in 
a laboratory rather than in the fields, 
another recent study by scientists from 
Iowa State University conducted in and 
around fields planted with Bt corn 
showed similar results. Under pressure 
from the media fallout, the Secretary of 
the US Department of Agriculture, Dan 
Glickman, emphasized in interviews 
that, "we can't force-feed consumers... 
There are certainly more and more ques- 
tions being asked about biotechnology, 
and those questions must be answered. " 
The Bt-Monarch controversy comes on 
the heels of other recent studies show- 
ing that Bt-spliced crops kill beneficial 
insects such as lacewings and ladybugs, 
as well as soil microorganisms, damage 
soil fertility and may also be harming 
insect-eating birds. 

•The president of 
the pro-biotechnol- 
ogy Rockefeller 
Foundation, Gor- 
don Conway, 
warned Monsanto 
in late June that its 
strong-arm tactics 
and promotion of 
the Terminator 
technology had 
created a dangerous 
public backlash 
against GE. Press re- 
ports stated that 
Conway flatly told 
Monsanto to drop 
the controversial 
Terminator technology and to stop op- 
posing the labeling of GE foods. 

•On July 1, Dr. Marc Lappe from the 
Center for Ethics and Toxics along with 
two other scientists published a peer- 
reviewed study in the Journal of Medici- 
nal Food pointing out that Monsanto's 
Roundup Ready soybeans contain 12 to 
14 percent lower levels of beneficial, 
naturally occurring phytoestrogens 
(thought to provide protection against 
breast cancer, heart disease and os- 


teoporosis). Monsanto, as expected, has 
vehemently denied Lappe's claims. 
Monsanto previously intervened with 
the publisher to try to prevent Lappe 
and Britt Bailey's anti-biotech book, 
Against the Grain, from being published. 

•As record amounts of Monsanto's 
Roundup herbicide continue to be 
sprayed on Roundup Ready soybeans, 
canola, corn and cotton, a recent ar- 
ticle in the journal Cancer revealed 
links between glyphosate, the active 
ingredient in Roundup, and non- 
Hodgkin's lymphoma, a form of can- 
cer. In 1998, over 112,000 tons of 
glyphosate, the world's top selling her- 
bicide, were sprayed across the globe. A 
full 71 percent of all genetically-altered 
crops last year were engineered to be 
resistant to herbicides such as Roundup. 

•On June 21, a federal court in Brazil 


ruled that Monsanto's Roundup Ready 
soybeans cannot be planted in that coun- 
try before August 2000. Under the rul- 
ing, Monsanto is prohibited from com- 
mercializing the GE seeds until the gov- 
ernment has issued regulations and rules 
defining the biosafety and labeling of 
GMOs. In a July press conference in 
London, Brazilian agricultural officials 
promised a consistent and reliable sup- 
ply of non-GE (as well as organic) soy- 
beans to the UK and EU market. 


•According to the British and Brazil- 
ian press, major supermarket chains, 
food producers and animal feed compa- 
nies in Europe are starting to turn to 
Brazil, rather than the US (where GE 
and non-GE soybeans continue to be 
co-mingled), for their soybean imports. 
Meanwhile, prices paid to farmers for 
US soybeans have dropped to a 27-year 
low, with overall US soybean exports 
declining by 38 percent. In addition, 
the US has lost $400 million in com 
exports to Europe over the past two 
years because of the EU public's rejec- 
tion of GE corn, while Canada has lost 
over $500 million in canola exports. 

•According to an article in the July 2 
Farmers Weekly, after major US corn 
buyers Archer Daniels Midland and A.E. 
Staley announced they would no longer 
purchase GE com that was banned in 
the EU, up to 20 percent of 
US com farmers in some 
areas returned their banned 
GE corn seeds to their dis- 
tributors. 

•In the May 6 issue of 
Post, an insurance maga- 
zine, a manager for insur- 
ance giant Cigna Interna- 
tional recommended that 
insurance companies think 
I twice before issuing poli- 
£ cies to genetic engineering 
I companies. "Our experi- 
^ ence with asbestos, PCBs 
^ and other 'miracle' prod- 
ucts in the past should have 
warned us of the potential 
dangers of diving into is- 
sues before we have an adequate aware- 
ness of the exposures." 

•On June 30, in a sharp blow to 
Monsanto and the US government, the 
GATT Codex Alimentarius in Rome 
again refused to certify that the contro- 
versial recombinant Bovine Growth 
Hormone (rBGH or rBST) is safe for 
humans. "By refusing to set a standard 
today, Codex has recognized that there 
is no consensus on rBGH safety in the 
international scientific community and 



Grannies take to the fields for GE-free food 


It’s time to sharpen up those 


Running, rolling and pull- 
ing; Oxfordshire, England 

On July 18, 500 activists totally 
trashed a genetically-modified (GM) 
crop test site in Oxfordshire by run- 
ning and rolling across the field, 
pulling up plants and generally caus- 
ing as much damage as possible. 

Heavy machinery tractors 
over GE maize; Norfolk, UK 

On July 25 activists from 
Greenpeace International trashed a 
field of GM maize in Lyng near 
Norfolk. Their tactics involved both 
pulling up plants and driving heavy 
farm machinery across the field. 
Twenty-eight people were arrested, 
one of whom was later taken into 
custody for a week and charged with 
theft and criminal damage. 

Fulfilling a Promise; UC- 
Berkeley, California 

On July 27 the California Crop- 
pers returned to the University of 


Califomia-Berkeley's (UCB) Gil Tract 
to follow through on a promise made 
in November 1998. In response to a 
$25 million research deal signed be- 
tween UCB and giant Novartis, the 
Croppers pulled up a GE corn test crop 
on Thanksgiving, 1998. Captain Swing 
sent out the following statement on 
behalf of these conservative gardeners: 
"The Croppers would like to make it 
clear to Novartis that we will take simi- 
lar actions against any future biotech 
experiments." 

Regrettably, UCB and Novartis pro- 
ceeded with their reckless Frankenfood 
research plans, and so a late night tackle 
football game- was organized back at 
the Gil Tract. The final score after an 
enthusiastic match was: Croppers 14, 
UCB 0, as 14 rows of corn used in GE 
research by two well-known scientists 
were uprooted. The name of the game: 
"Preventive Harvest!" 

Loppers and Cropatista's; 

Lodi, California 


In the early morning darkness of July 
28 in California's central valley, two 
separate actions were taken to fight the 
deadly scourge of genetic engineering 
(GE). One group, known as the Lodi 
Loppers, attacked a commercial crop of 
DeKalb's Roundup Ready corn. The ac- 
tivists were able to destroy approxi- 
mately one acre of this bio-hazard. In a 
separate action, a group known as the 
Cropatistas laid waste to just over one 
acre of Seed-Tech's Roundup Ready com. 

These actions were to show the 
biotech industry in general and 
Monsanto in particular that geneti- 
cally-engineered crops are not wanted 
and that any means necessary will be 
used to eradicate this menace. The ac- 
tions were taken in solidarity with or- 
ganic farmers around the world who 
are resisting the genetic monster, par- 
ticularly, the millions of Indian 
farmers who are leading by example 
with Operation Cremate Monsanto, 
English activists who started the 
GenetiX Snowball campaign and the 


Lincolnshire Loppers (distant cous- 
ins of the Lodi Loppers). 

Rape seed trashed; North 
Yorkshire, England 

On July 28 a field full of GM oilseed 
rape (canola) was destroyed at High 
Mowthorpe, near Malton in North 
Yorkshire, England. Anti-GM activ- 
ists have admitted responsibility. 

Oh well, at least they tried; 
Lincolnshire, England 

On July 31a group of anti-GM ac- 
tivists trashed a field of maize at a 
farm in Lincolnshire, England. Police 
made 43 arrests, and the farmer also 
announced that the activists had hit 
the wrong field and that his GM crop 
was still intact. 

The action brings the number of 
actions against GE sites to 45 this year, 
three of which were on the highly 
controversial farm-scale trials. Over 
80 GE trial sites have been decontami- 
nated over the last two years. 
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a Big Hit Below 


that national governments should be 
able to decide whether rBGH should be 
permitted in their milk supply," said 
Jean Halloran, director of the Consumer 
Policy Institute. 

•In related developments, govern- 
ment authorities in India, under public 
pressure, banned imports of rBGH. In 
New Zealand strong grassroots opposi- 
tion caused Monsanto's distributor, Eli- 
Lilly, to withdraw its application to 
distribute the drug. Mounting scientific 
evidence indicates that Monsanto's ge- 
netically engineered rBGH — now in- 
jected into five percent of all dairy cows 
in the US — likely poses significant health 
risks for both humans and animals. 

•Japanese government officials an- 
nounced in June that they were sus- 
pending approval of Bt crops for agri- 
cultural production pending the estab- 
lishment of criteria for safety evalua- 
tion. Japan's Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries will also decide 
by the end of the year whether manda- 
tory labeling will be required for most 
GE foods. Public concerns about food 
safety and gene-foods have increased 
considerably in Japan over the past 
three years. In recent international 
meetings of the Codex Alimentarius, 
Japanese officials have refused to sup- 
port the US position of "no labeling" 
for GE foods. Japan imports 77 percent 
of its soybeans and 87 percent of its 
corn from the US. 

•On July 2 activists from Greenpeace 
delivered several hundred pounds of 
GE corn seed, purchased in Mexico, to 
Mexican health authorities to prove 
that corn imports coming into the 
country do contain gene-altered DNA — 
despite a supposed ban by the govern- 
ment on imports of GE corn. Scientists 
have warned that "genetic pollution" 
of Mexico's many corn varieties could 
lead to the loss of the world's most 
important and irreplaceable source of 
corn germplasm. The action generated 
major press coverage and, along with 
recent coverage of the Bt-Monarch story 
(Monarch butterflies migrate to Mexico 


for the winter months), has begun to 
alert the Mexican public to the dangers 
and uncertainties of GE foods and crops. 

•More than three dozen NGOs and 
consumer groups in the US — -including 
for the first time several national envi- 
ronmental groups — have begun hold- 
ing anti-biotech meetings, participating 
in conference calls and or- 
ganizing press events and 
protests. Accordingto aMay 
30 report by Bill Lambrecht 
intheSf. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
several major non-profit 
foundations in the US are 
on the verge of pouring sig- 
nificant financial resources 
into public interest organi- 
zations to facilitate a major 
American GE public aware- 
ness campaign. 

•Heretofore unpub- 
lished federal Food and 
Drug Administration 
documents show that even 
the FDA's own scientists 
had serious differences 
over the "no labeling" and 
"no safety-testing" policy on gene-al- 
tered foods issued in 1992. According 
to Steve Druker of the Alliance for Bio- 
Integrity, "in internal documents, FDA 
officials repeatedly cautioned that 
foods produced through recombinant 
DNA technology entail different risks 
than do their conventionally produced 
counterparts and that this input was 
consistently disregarded by the bu- 
reaucrats who crafted the agency's cur- 
rent policy which treats bioengineered 
foods the same as natural ones. Besides 
contradicting the FDA's claim that its 
policy is science-based, this evidence 
shows the agency violated the US Food, 
Drug and Cosmetic Act in allowing 
genetically engineered foods to be mar- 
keted without testing on the premise 
that they are generally recognized as 
safe by qualified experts." 

•According to Andrew Kimbrell and 
Joe Mendelson, attorneys for the Inter- 
national Center for Technology Assess- 


the Belt 

ment, a federal court will decide (prob- 
ably by the end of 1999) whether the 
FDA is required by law to mandate pre- 
market testing and labeling for GE foods . 
Also, the court will decide whether the 
entire US regulatory regime regarding 
GE foods has to undergo an environ- 
mental impact statement. 


The Clinton administration and the 
biotechnology industry organization 
are getting worried. According to C&E 
News, giant commodities traders Cargill 
and Archer Daniels Midland believe 
currently co-mingled export crops will 
soon have to be segregated and la- 
beled. Although the USDA hasn't yet 
endorsed the idea of labeling GE foods 
for export, according to a June 27 story 
by Bill Lambrecht, the USDA hopes 
that new proposed federal organic stan- 
dards, due to be released as early as 
October, will "ease the worries of 
biotech-wary consumers" by prohibit- 
ing the use of genetically-engineered 
ingredients in foods labeled "USDA 
Organic." In other words, if you don't 
want GE, buy organic. 

Proponents of GE realize they're go- 
ing to have to make at least some 
minor concessions on the biotech la- 
beling front in order to head off a trade 
war with the EU, prevent the GE con- 


troversy from heating up too much in 
Japan and other major US export mar- 
kets, and prevent the emergence of a 
serious debate and organized opposi- 
tion movement in the US. The biotech 
industry understands quite well that 
consumer polls over the past 10 years 
show that 80-90 percent of Americans 
support mandatory labeling, and that 
60 percent or so, if foods were clearly 
labeled, would attempt to avoid buying 
GE products. They also understand that 
there isn't more of a controversy yet in 
the US because al- 
most half of all con- 
sumers erroneously 
believe that there 
aren't any GE foods 
(except for rBGH-de- 
rived dairy products) 
on the market. 

The biotech lobby 
apparently believes 
that a more moder- 
ate set of proposed 
I national organic 
standards — one that 
specifically excludes 
GE, irradiation and 
toxic sludge — will 
placate US organic 
consumers. The 
White House and the 
Gene Giants believe that segregation 
and labeling of GE exports will placate 
Europeans and Asians and that over 
time everyone will calm down or else 
become fatalistic as they realize that GE 
crops and ingredients are everywhere. 
In the meantime they intend to use the 
General Agreements on Trade and 
Tarrifs, the World Bank, the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, the Organiza- 
tion for Economic Cooperation and De- 
velopment and other corporate and 
biotech-friendly institutions to rewrite 
global trade agreements and investment 
policies so that nation states nc longer 
have the ability to respond to citizen 
demands for rigid controls over genetic 
engineering. 

For more information contact Cam- 
paign for Food Safety, 860 Hwy. 61, 
Little Marais, MN 55614; (218) 226- 
4164; www.purefood.org: Also con- 
tact the Bioengineering Action Net- 
work at ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban. 



Before flowering, crop thrashers eradicate this invasive Oxfordshire species. 


loppers, scythes and machetes 


One of the aims of the action was 
to remove the threat of the farm 
scale trial before pollination could 
take place. Pollination of the GE T25 
maize, was due any day. There are 
three organic farms within six miles 
of the maize trial as well as beekeep- 
ers. 

GenetiX Snowballers deliver 
the goods; Hertfordshire, 
England 

On August 3 three GenetiX Snow- 
ball activists defied a court injunc- 
tion against them and removed ten- 
square meters of GM oilseed rape from 
a farm in Royston in Hertfordshire, 
UK. The trial site and GM plants are 
owned by biotech giant AgrEvo UK 
Ltd. Three large bags of GM plants 
were removed, one of which was then 
delivered to AgrEvo UK's headquar- 
ters at East Winch Farm, Kings Lynn, 
Norfolk. According to Martin Shaw, 
one of the three that took action, 
"Taking the weeds back to their own- 


ers was intended to challenge the 
people who are making the decisions 
and make them take responsibility 
for their actions." 

In April of this year AgrEvo was 
granted an injunction restraining 
members of GenetiX Snowball from 
uprooting their GM plants. Breach of 
the injunction carries a prison term 
of two years. 

AgrEvo initially claimed that the 
site was not a GM site, but was even- 
tually obliged to admit that it was 
when a journalist said that he had 
visited the site with the activists and 
had seen the signs put up by AgrEvo 
around the site claiming that there 
was an injunction! 

Faery Army ambushes GE 
beets; East Cork, Ireland 

On August 16 activists calling them- 
selves the Faery Army destroyed a 
crop of Monsanto's genetically-mu- 
tated sugar beets at Shanagarry, East 
Cork, Ireland. According to the com- 


pany, damage is estimated at $70,000. 
The activists used gardening tools to 
slash and dig up the crop. The action 
is the second in under a month in 
Ireland. The first involved the spray- 
ing of a similar crop in Co. Wexford 
with one of Monsanto's own chemi- 
cals damaging 60 percent of the crop. 

A spokesperson for the Faery Army 
said: "We have taken this action in 
solidarity with groups all over the 
world who are resisting Monsanto's 
attempts to dominate nature and hu- 
manity with their poisons and seeds. 
Poverty stricken Indian farmers have 
burnt their crops to keep Monsanto 
out. We can do no less. We resist all 
attempts to label us as criminals, we 
are responsible citizens doing what 
little we can to protect ourselves and 
our land from these dangerous, un- 
tested chemicals." 

With only two trial sites remaining 
in Ireland the Irish people stand a 
very real chance of decontaminating 
the whole island. 


Seeds of Resistance hacks 
down corn; Old Town, 
Maine 

On August 18 a half-acre stand 
of genetically engineered-corn 
was hacked down in Old Town, 
Maine. The Seeds of Resistance 
claimed responsibility for the ac- 
tion. Police are investigating the 
late night action at the University 
of Maine-owned Rogers Farm, 
where about 1,000 stalks of the 
man-made corn were chopped 
down. 

Officials said that the corn was 
being studied for its resistance to 
the popular herbicide Roundup. 
The seed for the corn at Rogers 
Farm was donated by the DeKalb 
Seed Company, a subsidiary of 
Monsanto which manufactures 
Roundup. 

The Seeds of Resistance stated in 
a communique that this is the first 
in a series of actions against ge- 
netically modified crops. 
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The island of Bioko, found in the Gulf of Guinea, is home to Africa's greatest 
concentration of endangered primates and more than 50 unique plant species. 
During the dry season butterflies gather in the rainforest, and endangered marine 
turtles come ashore to nest on the black sand beaches. Almost 200 species of birds 
fly amongst the island's three volcanic peaks. Bioko is also the home of the Bubi 


The oil revenue helped the gross domestic product (GDP) shoot up 76 percent 
in 1997 and 14.7 percent in 1998. The World Bank forecasts that oil will account 
for 75 percent of the GDP within a few years. 

Despite this, running water and electricity are rare luxuries outside the 
capital. Education and health care are in abject decay. Malaria, typhoid and a 


peoples who are presently being harassed by the army of Equatorial Guinea, with host of other diseases are endemic. Life expectancy is 48. 

the generous financial support of Mobil, a US-based multinational oil company, On the other hand, a web site statement from Mobil gives a false sense of optimism: 


and the discreet military advice of the French 
government. The Bubi people arrived at Bioko 
some 3,000 years ago in hand-dug canoes, fighting 
the ocean's violent surf. 

Bioko boasts the city of Malabo (population 
near 50,000), the capital city of Equatorial Guinea. 
The island is now controlled by the members of a 
single Fang clan from the town of Mongomo 
located on the African mainland. 

Previously known as Fernando Po, Equatorial 
Guinea (EG) lies between Gabon and Cameroon in 
sub-Sahara Africa. Bioko Island and Rio Muni (the 
mainland part of EG) are two distinct cultures and 
ecosytems. They were joined to facilitate Spain's 
colonial ways. After independence in 1968 the 
country was taken over by a tyrannical dictator 



Bubi on the eight-hour walk home from the nearest town 


"Equatorial Guinea has long awaited its day 
in the sun. That day appears to be nearing 
thanks to the discovery of oil offshore and 
plans that Mobil has to fast-track development 
of those resources... Like all good partnerships, 
this one is founded on a mutuality of inter- 
ests... Moreover, our initial investment in the 
project will provide foreign revenues to the 
economy, generate jobs and offer opportuni- 
ties for transfer of technology and technical 
skills to the Equatorial Guineans." 

Oil companies pay workers through local 
employment agencies that not only weed out 
employees potentially hostile to the govern- 
ment but take large cuts of the salaries of those 
that get work. 


named Macias Nguema, until he was overthrown 


In the crowded Campo Yaunde section of 


in 1979byhisnephewTeodoroObiangNguemaMbasago, the current president. Malabo, a shantytown of narrow, muddy streets, a young day laborer expressed 
Mbasogo has a far better reputation than his uncle who was known to the local anger. "Our leaders speak of themselves as renovators, and yet all they 

execute ministers after cabinet reshuffles. However, the current president sent can do is steal. If they think they can sit on top of a mountain of gold while we 

Fang-dominated security forces to crush an uprising by a handful of Bubis in remain miserable, they will soon learn that our country is not Kuwait, and we 


January 1998, many of whom were carrying just sticks or knives. In the days 
that followed, there were reports of hundreds of arrests and violent interro- 
gations. "An opulent minority sails in a sea of misery. The cause of the 
economic malaise is political," wrote local economist Fernando Abaga in a 
paper published in May. 

The unrest is partly due to the fact that the majority of Equatorial Guinea's 


were not meant to have kings and princes," he said. 

Four distinct sea turtles, ten different primates, the Bubi people and an 
entire ecosystem are threatened by oil extraction. Bioko is a small island, 
smaller than the size of Maryland with a population of less than 100,000 
people. It harbors plants and animals found nowhere else in the world. Once 
again financial greed backed by government and military forces threaten all 


400,000 inhabitants have not benefited from the spectacular economic growth forms of life. 

expected from Mobil's arrival to the offshore oilfields in 1996, now the source For information contact Project Underground, 1916 A, Maritin Luther King 
of 90 percent of national oil production. Jr. Way, Berkeley, CA 94704; (510) 705-8981; www.moles.org. 


Hunter In Nun teaiantf 


by Sean Jenner 

New Zealand is a place that conjures up images of 
majestic mountains, rolling hills, flocks of sheep 
and a clean, green, South Pacific paradise, remote 
from an overpopulated and polluted world. But 
behind the slick marketing hype and glossy bro- 
chures is a history of massive defor- 
estation, large scale pastoralism and 
pest invasion that is pushing the 
indigenous ecology toward the 
brink of collapse. 

Traversing these ancient forests is 
like taking a step back into the Earth's 
primordial past. The massive trunks 
of podocarp trees — such as rimu, 
totara and kahikatea — emerge 
through a multi-layered riot of veg- 
etatio. Twisted, contorted trunks, 
elegant palms, tree ferns, vines, 
creepers and parasitic plants create 
an atmosphere long since past in 
other parts of the world. 

It wasn't until European settle- 
ment began in 1 840 that the whole- Yakas kauri tree i 

sale destruction of the country's 
forested landscape began. This was largely fueled 
by the Judaeo-Christian cultural perceptions Eu- 
ropeans brought with them. They placed no value 
on wilderness, instead perverting it into a mani- 
festation of idleness and sin in need of cultivation 
and improvement. 

Although indigenous New Zealanders, the Maori, 
had an intimate cultural knowledge and relation- 
ship with the land based on a reverence and respect 
for the life forces present, such a relationship has 
never been part of the European vision. Domina- 
tion and subjugation of nature instead has formed 
the basis for interactions between supposed civiliza- 
tion and indigenous ecological systems. 

The vast tracts of primeval forest have either 
been milled or simply burnt to create the pastoral 
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landscape that now dominates. The legacy of 
such a brutal, systematic and almost frenzied 
crusade to annihilate the prehistoric world of 
Aotearoa and replace it with the tamed, sterile, 
production orientated monotony of pasture, has 
left an impressive list of extinctions and contin- 
ues to inflict damage on the land's long-term 
ecological integrity. 

Much of the forest left today sur- 
vives as remnant islands in a sea of 
grasslands. These vulnerable frag- 
ments are treated with human in- 
difference and neglect. As a result, 
they are dying across the country 
as large numbers of introduced ani- 
mals such as the Australian pos- 
sum and goats strip the tree cano- 
pies and devour understory veg- 
etation. Remaining wilderness ar- 
eas are almost always confined to 
* steep higher-altitude ranges, while 
only a fraction of the biologically 
richer lowland forests have escaped 
logging or clearance for agricul- 
he Waipoua Forest ture. The largest areas of unpro- 
tected native lowland forest left is 
on public lands on the South Island's west coast. 
These diverse rainforests contain some of the high- 
est ecological values of forests anywhere in the 
country. Presently, they are controlled by a state- 
owned enterprise called Timberlands West Coast 
Ltd. Timberlands was created in the early 1990s 
after the signing of an agreement called the West 
Coast Forest Accord which divided the forests be- 
tween conservation and production. 

The accord gave provision for the clearfelling of 
old-growth rimu in the Buller region during a 
transitional period that would see old-growth log- 
ging stop, once exotic pine plantations were ready 
to harvest. This was designed to protect the indus- 
try and local jobs. The plantations have been ready 
for some time and the number of jobs has declined 


considerably due to economic restructuring but 
Timberlands wants to continue plundering these 
old-growth forests until 2006. 

In other priceless forests on the coast, Timber- 
lands has implemented a "sustainable" logging 
operation that will triple the current rate of log- 
ging. Perhaps the most offensive example of this 
is occurring adjacent to the World Heritage Site of 
Okarito Lagoon, home to the rare white heron. 
Outside of the park's artificial boundaries, Tim- 
berlands is carving roads across this unique coastal 
lagoon forest sequence, cutting out 300-600 year- 
old trees. . 

In the government's own report on the state of the 
environment, the loss of indigenous biodiversity 
has been identified as the country's leading envi- 
ronmental problem. Despite this, and persistent 
calls to stop the logging of native forests on public 
land, the government remains relentless in its deter- 
mination to keep up the plunder. Rumor has it that 
Timberlands is being prepared for privatization and 
that rainforests make Timberlands more attractive 
to foreign investors. 

Unfortunately Prime Minister Jenny Shipley re- 
cently announced what many people had been 
dreading approval of plans to log over 100,000 
hectares of beech forest in a massive scheme that 
defies even economic logic. This decision demon- 
strates an arrogant contempt and disregard for the 
ecological systems that sustain life. These unlogged 
valleys are vital habitat and the last strongholds for 
many endangered species. Their true wealth lies in 
their ability to function as the Earth intended, not 
as some resource extraction zone that will make a 
handful of people a fortune. 

This government-sponsored destruction of the 
environment is a huge contradiction to the clean 
green image it is using to attract tourists. Window 
dressing aside, clearly the Shipley government's 
priority is short term profit at the expense of what 
little is left of the country's intact biodiversity. In 
the light of reality, the political rhetoric rings hol- 
low and the stench of hypocrisy mingles with the 
sound of revving chainsaws. 

For more information contact Native Forest Ac- 
tion, POB 836, Nelson, New Zealand, 03 545-6040; 
nfa_offi@ts.co.nz; www.nfa.drg.nz. 
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by John Reese 

First invaded by Columbus in 1493, the Puerto 
Rican island of Vieques has been occupied by US 
troops for 101 years. Since 1941, the US Navy has 
occupied almost three quarters of the island and has 
used it for target practice and training maneuvers. 
The military has ravaged this fragile ecosystem with 


US submarine approaching Vieques 

napalm, depleted uranium shells and massive 
amounts of explosives during practice bombing 
runs. In May, the Navy admitted it had mistak- 
enly fired 2 67 rounds tipped with depleted ura- 
nium. A depleted uranium particle less than a 
thousandth of a millimeter thick lodged inside a 
human lung can generate 800 times the amount 
considered safe. Thus far, only about 60 of the 
shells have been recovered. In July, the military 
reversed earlier denials and admitted using na- 
palm on this island inhabited by over 9,000 people. 

According to the Partido Independentista 
Puertorriqueno (PIP), the Navy is violating a num- 
ber ©f United States federal laws in Vieques, in- 
cluding the Endangered Species Act, the Clean 
Water Act, the Clean Air Act and the Executive 
Order on Environmental Justice. In spite of this, 
US Navy Secretary Richard Danzig stated at a 
recent press conference in Washington, "It is 
appropriate for the Navy to be in Vieques, where 
it must remain and continue its practice with live 
ammunition." He added that Vieques is vital for 
US national security. In July the Navy announced 
that Vieques is the only place where its airplanes 
and ships can practice with live ammunition. 

The current civil disobedience campaign began 
after a stray Navy bomb killed David Sanes on 
April 19. Since his death, protesters have occupied 
the bombing range, which is littered with 
unexploded bombs. There are now four groups 
camping in the bombing range. The protesters 
include individuals from the peace movement, 


leftist organizations, the independence move- 
ment, university students and local fishers. Puerto 
Rican Senator Ruben Berrios, who heads the So- 
cial Democrat-oriented PIP, has been camping for 
over 100 days. 

On July 17, at one of the bombing ranges on 
Vieques, anti-riot police tried to stop demonstrators 
from seizing a US flag that had just been lowered 
from a flagpole and raising the 
Puerto Rican flag in its place. At 
another protest on July 24, hun- 
dreds of Vieques residents waved 
white ribbons to demand the 
Navy's departure. This was the 
second day of a visit to Puerto 
■§. Rico by members of a panel 
| appointed by President Bill 
Clinton to study whether the 
| Navy should continue its pres- 
| ence in Vieques. 

| The bombing and training 
a maneuvers have stopped on the 
| island since the first protesters 
' began to camp in the restricted 


Mural at the University of Puerto Rico-Mayaguez 

military zone in late April. The US has announced its 
intention to forcibly remove the protesters. Puerto 
Rico governor Pedro Rossello formed a commission 
to study the Vieques controversy, headed by Puerto 
Rican Secretary of State Norma Burgos. The 
commission's final report, issued at the end of June, 
recommended that the US military end its presence 
on the island. 

"The US Navy must leave Vieques, " said Senator 
Berrios to journalists who visited him in his camp- 
ing site in the southern coast of Vieques. "The 
President of the United States has no alternative. 
He can't follow the recommendations of the Navy. 
He has to follow the recommendations of the 
people of Puerto Rico. If he doesn't do so, he will 
go down in history as a president willing to 
commit acts of tyranny." 

For more information contact Robert Rabin, 
Comite Pro Rescate Y Desarrollo de Vieques (Commit- 
tee for the Rescue and Development of Vieques), 
POB 1424, Vieques, Puerto Rico 00765; (787) 741- 
1717; bieke@coqui.net; www.viequesvive.com. 


support of the Puerto Rican government, 
the United States military forces in Vieques, Puci 
cease permanently all war practices, exfitises and other 
activities; the immediate departure of all its personnel, 
equipment and artifacts from the island municipality; 
and the return of all presently occupied territ 
branch or department of the US armed ft 
municipality of Vie,. ... 

We proclaim our inalienable right to build a future of 
peace and well-being and continue the historic and 
heroic struggle that, for more than six decades, has 
taken place without respite to end the abuse of the US 
Navy in Vieques. 

We reaffirm the commitment of the people of Vieques 
and of all Puerto Ricans to support the right of our 
fishermen and fisherwomen to defend our sea resources. 

We accuse the US Navy of polluting our air, water and 
land and contributing significantly to the high level of 
cancer and other diseases related to the degradation of 
the environment that affect our population. We make 
them responsible for all the dead, wounded, ill and other 
victims of their military activities during these six de- 
cades and for the profound psychological damage caused 
to our children. 

We deplore the use of depleted uranium, napalm bombs 
and other chemical and toxic weapons condemned by 
international public opinion because of their adverse 
impact on health and the environment. 

We demand that the US government clean up all waste 
and toxic materials from the island of Vieques, as well as 
the decontamination of the areas used for military prac- 
tice, including the removal and defusing of the bombs 
and ammunition. 

We accuse the US Navy of thwarting, for more that half 
a century, the healthy development of our economy, 
forcing our people to emigrate in search of work and well- 
being, with the resulting family disintegration. 

We demand from the US government a just indemnifica- 
tion for the use of the land, the damage done to the 
population of Vieques and to the environment, as well as for 
the cost of the decontamination of all of Vieques territory. 

, We declare that the Navy is an usurping entity of our 
territory, whose presence and activities violate the natural 
right of the people of Vieques to enjoy our natural re- 
sources and the right to peace. 

If the Navy does not respond to the demands of our 
people, we declare the intention of all the people of 
Vieques and of millions of Puerto Ricans in solidarity 
throughout the Puerto Rican Archipelago and in the 
United States, to participate in, and support, the acts we 
carry out inside the territories restricted by the US military 
forces in Vieques. * 

We hold the US government responsible for any harm or 
injury against any Puerto Rican who exercises his or her 
right to defend our land. 

Furthermore, we declare that repression or arrests will 
not weaken the determination of the Puerto Rican- 
Viequense people to rescue from the United States Navy 
the territorial patrimony that belongs, by historical and 
natural right, to the people of Vieques. 

This Declaration of Ultimatum will be given to the 
military officers in Vieques, the president of the United 
States, the United Nations and the governor of Puerto Rico. 

Approved by the Assembly of the People of Vieques 
celebrated this 31 day of July, 1999 in Vieques, Puerto Rico. 


Wolves & Poodles 


A cactus loving red wolf to the Center for Biological Diversity for forcing 
the Forest Service to designate one percent of the state of Arizona as officially 
protected critical habitat for the endangered Cactus ferruginous pygmy owl. 
There are only 40 known pairs left in the state. On June 30, 731,712 acres were 
officially set aside. The Center had first petitioned for listing in 1991, followed 
by five successful lawsuits. The habitat designation includes a large stretch 
/jl of the middle Gila and the lower San Pedro Rivers, and the heart of the 
urban sprawl zone in west and northwest Tucson. 

_ Un lobo muy macho que habla lenguas varias, a la ciudad 
lUk de El Cenizo, Texas, para su ley que declara que todossus 

conferencias de la ciudad usa la lengua de espanol y 
tambien para hechando un orden que dice los empleados 
^el gobierno local no pueden ayudar "la migra." 

A gavel pounding, judicially loyal wolf to the 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals for upholding the 
August 1997 injunction against most logging in 
itjLXjs JR' national forests in Texas on August 16 of this year. 
/hi /Met The court held that the US Forest Service violated 
Hum T r* sections of the National Forest Management Act by 
failing to conduct required inventory and monitoring 


A god fearing, bible thumping, 3,000 year-old poodle to the Kansas Board 
of Education for voting to delete any mention of evolution from the state's 
science curriculum. Genesis is now the beginning, Revelations the end. 

A money grubbing, ass-kissing poodle to the Natural Resource Defense 
Council (NRDC) for its greenwashing efforts to support Bob Fisher, a member of 
the family who owns Gap, Banana Republic and Old Navy. In an unprecedented 
conflict of interest Fisher sits on the NRDC Board of Trustees and is a major 
investor in the Gap-financed logging firm, Mendocino Redwood Company. The 
NRDC is supporting Mendocino Redwood Company's efforts to gain the "green 
label" certification which will help it clearcut more land in California. 

A house razing, long bearded, black suit wearing poodle to the Hyder 
Construction Company of Vail, Colorado, for having the audacity to mix 
corporate tourism with old-time tradition. According to a Vail Resort press release 
on July 28, workers performed a traditional Amish topping-off ceremony (placing 
a tree at the top of the building) at the completion of the roofing and framing of 
the Two Elks lodge which was destroyed by arson to preserve lynx habitat last fall. 

A flood-spun, dripping wet poodle to the Secret Service and the 
Connecticut River Joint Commission for releasing four billion ... . Jjp 

gallons of water into the Connecticut River to insure that big fish 
presidential candidate A1 Gore's canoe would not mn aground 
during a photo opportunity. "They won't release water for the . 

fish when we ask them to, but somehow they find themselves /v 

able to release it for a politician, " complained the director of the 
Vermont Department of Natural Resources. *0 
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Fundraising Saves Forest 

More than 5,000 people have -do- 
nated $13.1 million to protect the last 
remaining 25,000 roadless acres still 
under the control of Washington 
state's Department of Natural Re- 
sources. 

The Loomis Forest is perched on 
the Canadian border immediately ad- 
jacent to the Paseyton Wilderness/ 
North Cascades Parle Complex and 
roadless lands in the Okanogan Na- 
tional Forest. The biologically criti- 
cal, high-elevafion lodgepole pine 
dominated ecosystem is home to one 
of the last remaining populations of 
Canadian lynx in the lower 48 states. 
It is also home to wolverine, fisher, 
grizzly bear and other species. 

Over a year ago, the Northwest 
Ecosystem Alliance (NEA) reached 
an agreement with the Department 
of Natural Resources to purchase the 
timber rights to the lands in order to 
saye 134,000 acres of the Loomis 
Forest from chainsaws and bulldoz- 
ers. 

Many state lands in Washington 
are logged to raise money for school 
construction. The money raised by 
the NEA will go to compensate the 

■ 1 trust for the loss of logging 
ues. Activists must raise an ad- 
ditional $700,000-5800,000 for cam- 

I i and appraisal expenses, but 
aadless remainder of the Loomis 
it will stay roadless forever, 
e lands preserved will remain 
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came after workers blamed the paint 
on an increase in miscarriages and 
other ailments. 

The transition to water-based paint 
was more difficult than expected. 
There was an explosion at a paint 
factory, procurement delays by the 
General Services Administration and 
difficulties in getting the forest work- 
ers' union to approve the new paint. 
Because of this, timber sales in South 
Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Wyoming 
and Colorado will be down between 
30 and 5 1 million board feet this year. 

That disclosure prompted a letter 
from six senators to Forest- Service 
Chief Mike Dombeck. "These down- 

wrote the 


falls are not acceptable, 
senators. They said that they had 
worked to revive timber sales in ar- 
eas such as the Black Hills National 
Forest. "Now a shortage of tree-mark- 
ing paint threatens to upset all those 
gains," the senators said. 

The paint shortage will also have 
an impact on California timber sales. 
Forests that have received! the new 
paint are sharing it with those that 
don't have it. In Washington and 
Oregon, timber sales are running on 

■ tedule so far. "We still have paint, 
t we're running low and we have 
emergency of deT in," spokesman 
! RCx Holloway said. > . < : . 


Globalization: Development or Destruction? 




by Thomas Kocherry 

The following is an excerpt from a 
speech by Thomas Kocherry at University 
of Oslo in Norway, June 15, 1999. 

The life of the planet and the depen- 
dent health and welfare of humanity 
must not be sacrificed to the greed of 
the few. 

Today we are in the context of 
globalization/liberalization. The 
words look very attractive but the 
vast majority of people are the vic- 
tims of globaliza- 
tion. Globaliza- 
tion began with 
colonialism. In 
the 16th century 
Europe was over- 
populated and 
people began to 
migrate from Eu- 
rope to other con- 
tinents... They 
forcefully en- 
slaved and con- 
verted native 
peoples. They 
conquered lands, 
exploited re- 
sources and accu- 
mulated wealth. 

In the 20th cen- 
tury, the world 
witnessed the up- 
rising of peoples for political free- 
dom. However, economic exploita- 
tion continued through multina- 
tional corporations (MNCs) and 
transnational corporations (TNCs). 
The rich and ruling class of the newly 
freed Third World countries gener- 
ally sided with the MNCs for their 
own advantage, against the interest 
of the common people. Again the 
natives and the indigenous peoples 
were the worst hit. A recent United 
Nations (UN) study shows 20 per- 
cent of the population controls 82.7 
percent of the world gross national 
product, 81.2 percent of world trade, 
94.6 percent of commercial lending, 
80.5 percent of all domestic invest- 
ment, 80.6 percent of all domestic 
savings and 94 percent of all research 
and development. 

It is in this context that we should 
understand globalization. Those who 
have more are bound to get more. 
This means more accumulation and 
centralization... The real focus is Glo- 
bal 8 countries, with the US as the 
center. The US is placed in a better 
position for quick profit at the ex- 
pense of the vast majority of people 
and the environment. All the rest are 
in the periphery. Thus, 
periphialization of the vast majority 
is the other side of globalization. In 
the period following decolonization 
and political independence of Third 
World southern countries, after World 
War II, the international relationships 
among the countries at bilateral and 
multilateral levels were considered 
very important and viewed as mutu- 
ally beneficial. This practice seems to 
be waning. Northern MNCs want to 
take over the control of the UN. If the 
UN does not dance according to their 
tune, they will not give their share. 
They are more interested in strength- 
ening the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) than the UN... The UN has 
become a weak instrument. Global- 
ization is beneficial to those who have; 


all those who are have-nots are the 
victims. Globalization is a mechanis- 
tic process and, therefore, most easily 
manipulated by the wielders of power. 
This creates a certain sense of inevita- 
bility and absoluteness. Outside glo- 
balization and market economy, there 
is no salvation. 

Let me show how this is true as 
regards the fisheries sector. In the 
1990s fishing has reached the point 
of diminishing returns. Many fish 
populations have fallen to levels from 





World Fisheries Day celebration in India 


which they can no longer recover 
without significant reductions in the 
catches or a moratorium on fishing. 
There are simply too many boats 
catching too many fish. The first surge 
in numbers of fishing vessels occurred 
during the industrial revolution. This 
upwell tapered off during the two 
world wars but boomed again in the 
1950s continuing through the 1970s. 
The world's fishing fleet doubled be- 
tween 1970 and 1990. More than 100 
million people in developing coun- 
tries are dependent on fisheries for 
our livelihoods. For us fishing is a 
way of life not just a source of in- 
come. The sea is our mother. Tradi- 
tionally, small-scale or artisanal fish- 
ers have provided fish for local con- 
sumption; but as fish become scarce 
and their value increases, they enter 
the global market and become 
unaffordable for common people. In 
the process we are displaced and the 
MNCs take over. Most governments, 
particularly of the north, are trying to 
prop up an unsustainable fishery. Ac- 
cording to the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), every year gov- 
ernments world wide pay $116 bil- 
lion to catch just $70 billion worth of 
fish. Developed nations, which have 
over fished their own waters, have 
headed into the waters of developing 
nations. The European Union (EU) 
has around 40 percent more vessels 
than necessary to catch fish on a 
sustainable basis. Volatile fish wars 
are common place. There are more 
than one million lalrge industrial fish- 
ing fleets in the world. They have 
depleted all the oceans in the world. 
They have become a threat to the 100 
million fisher people in the world. 

Industrial fishing is linked to the 
shrimp culture... Ten thousand tons 
of industrial caught fish that would 
have been available for common 
people are converted into fish-meal 
to produce one thousand tons of 
shrimp that only the rich can afford 


to buy... The coastal shrimp industry 
also depletes fishing grounds, 
salinates fresh water, destroys man- 
groves, and displaces fisher people 
and agriculturists who depend on 
these resources for their livelihood... 
All over the world the victims of glo- 
balization are realizing the need to 
come together to establish our right 
to life. We want to establish our rights 
as persons... 

We, the fisher people in India, are 
part of a larger alliance — the National 
Alliance of Peoples 
Movements (NAPM) — all 
of whom are victims of 
globalization. There are 
over 150 movements in 
this alliance, not only 
struggling to survive, but 
searching for alternatives 
to the present form of 
development which is 
destructive to all... True 
development is not by 
conquering and enslav- 
1 ing, not by accumulat- 
ing and centralizing, not 
S by displacing peoples 
1 and destroying cultures; 
j? true development hap- 
| pens only by integrating 
and working together, 
on in India through distributive jus- 
tice and decentralization 
by nurturing and including native 
and indigenous peoples. 

It is here that the struggles of the 
victims of mega dams in India can be 
understood. There are 3,600 mega 
dams in India. These have displaced 
50 million natives, tribal and fisher 
people and have proved to be mass 
destruction rather than develop- 
ment. The victims are involved in a 
long standing struggle to create a 
new paradigm of development, 
where native skills and technologies 
are enhanced, small is accepted as 
beautiful and sustainability and sim- 
plicity has become a way of life with 
due respect to native cultures. We 
have gone to the extent of 
Jalasamathii — sacrificing ourselves in 
the rising reservoirs — rather than in- 
flicting violence upon others, for the 
creation of this new paradigm. 

Right now, about 400 leaders, rep- 
resenting different movements in 
India are in Europe campaigning 
against MNCs, TNCs and the WTO. 
For the first time such a mass cam- 
paign is taking place. The victims of 
globalization are asserting their right- 
ful place on this planet. We feel an 
urgent need to create a new para- 
digm of development and politics, a 
paradigm in which all human beings 
have a right to live, with equal access 
to resources and opportunities. De- 
velopment cannot be measured 
solely by the quantity of production 
but by its sustainability and its ca- 
pacity to protect the livelihood of all 
human beings. Production should 
be coupled with distributive justice. 
There is no development for the sake 
of development. 

Thomas Kocherry is a priest, trade 
unionist, environmentalist and lawyer. 
He is the coordinator of the World Fo- 
rum of Fish Harvesters, national coor- 
dinator of the National Alliance of 
Peoples Movements of India, and one of 
the secretaries of the National Centre 
for Labour. 
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All this didn’t just spring from nowhere but is the result of an economic 
and political system that is GOING GLOBAL. The resistance to it, if it is to 
be effective, must also be global. 

From November 29 to December 3, 1999, leaders of transnational 
corporations, governments, and an army of bureaucrats will descend upon 
Seattle, Washington to further their drive for profits, to control our political, 
economic and cultural life, and nature. Their new strategy to concentrate 
power and wealth, while neutralizing people’s resistance, is the creation of a 
permanent institution, the WORLD 1RAQEQRGANIZAH0N. 

Tens of thousands of people will converge on Seattle and transform 
it into a festival of resistance. The events include mass nonviolent 
direct action, reclaiming our streets with giant puppets, street theater, 
celebration, music, and pleasure. Vibrant sounds of community, 
creativity and resistance will provide a glimpse of life as it might be 
while confronting hundreds of deadening businessman, 
bureaucrats, and politicians. A NEW WORLD IS POSSIBLE and a 
global movement of resistance is rising to make it happen. 


■ 

On Tuesday, November 30, participate in a 
mass mobilization and direct action to 

SHUT DOljVN THE WTO 


Cosponsored by ( to date): Direct Action Network, Global Exchange, 
Rainforest Action Network, Ruckus Society, and People’s Global Action. 









The World Trade Organization (WTO) is a baby in 
the era of multinational corporations and 
international economic agreements. But it's got a big 
family. The WTO came into being in 1995 as the 
successor to the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). GATT was established in the wake of 
the Second World War as a limited set of rules 
regulating the trade of goods and merchandise 
among its member nations. Since 1986, GATT has 
become even more aggressive, though, raising 
corporations to equal standing with nations and 
overruling federal, state, and local laws when they 
"interfere with free trade." The overall goal is to 
eliminate "trade barriers," frequently including labor 
laws, public health regulations, and environmental 
protection measures — all of which impede the 
corporate bottom-line: profit. 

Previously, global agreements like GATT have been 
temporary and suggestive ideas for international 
trade regulations. As a child of GATT, however, the 
WTO solidifies suggested policy into permanent 
enforced standards. And although the WTO includes 
134 member countries, developed nations like the 
US, Canada, Japan, and those of the European Union 
repeatedly make key decisions in closed meetings. 
Meanwhile, in its "dispute resolution system," the WTO 
allows countries to challenge each others' laws as 
violations of WTO rules. Cases are decided in secret 
by a panel of three professional trade bureaucrats 
(often corporate heads) that aren't bound by any 
"conflict of interest" rules. It is no surprise, then, 
that every single environmental or public health law 
ever challenged at the WTO has been ruled illegal. 
Once such a final ruling is issued, losing countries 
have a set time to make one of three choices: 

(1) change their law to conform to the WTO 


What is 
the WTO? 

By Stephanie Guilloud and Chris Dixon 

requirements, (2) pay compensation to the winning 
country, or (3) face non-negotiated trade sanctions. 
In short, what the WTO says goes. 

The WTO's decision-making power covers more than 
traditional trade issues, too. WTO negotiations affect 
not only goods but also the import and export of 
services. For instance, privatized educational systems 
like classes on the web, corporate owned and 
operated universities, and study abroad programs 
are considered "services." The WTO creates standards 
that demand the lowest common denominator which 
endangers the autonomy and innovation of the 
public sector. 

In addition, the WTO regulates "intellectual 
property," allowing the patenting of seeds and 
indigenous knowledge, otherwise known as bio- 
piracy. The Trade Related Aspects 
of Intellectual Property Rights 
(otherwise known as TRIPs) 
consolidate the power of Western 
drug and biotech corporations, as 
they appropriate traditional 
knowledge that previously had 
been commonly held 
and exercise monopoly 
control over any new 
extensions of that 
knowledge. The process 
of patenting 

knowledge fortifies the 
power of Northern 
nations over Southern 
nations, as the latter 
have scarce resources to 
defend themselves in 
protracted TRIPs 
disputes or to negotiate 
other more beneficial 
Intellectual Property 
Rights agreements. 

Moreover, WTO negotiations deeply affect 
the environment. For example, in the 
upcoming November Ministerial, the US 
government has proposed that a zero-tariff 
forestry and wood products agreement be 
signed. This agreement would accelerate 
the importing and exporting of logs, 
countering current efforts to protect 
forests as eco-systems and as climate 
controls. In one swoop, it would mean the 
end for many environmental regulations 
and other controls on timber production 
and trade. 

Altogether, the main goal of the WTO is 
to create a fully-integrated global capitalist 
economy "free" of any "discriminatory" 
barriers. "Non-discrimination" is a catch 
word indicating policies that reject any and 
all obstacles to trade. Case studies, however, 
illustrate who is actually discriminated 
against. 

THE BEEF HORMONE CASE: After studies in 
Europe concluded that artificial growth 
hormones in beef created early 
menstruation in young girls and health 
problems, the European Union banned the 
sale of beef from cattle that had been 
raised in this way. In 1998, a WTO panel, 
called to action by US beef companies, 


ruled against the law that the EU passed. The EU 
had until May 13, 1999 to open its markets to 
hormone-treated beef. Because the EU refuses to 
open its markets, the WTO forces them to pay upwards 
of $124 million annually in compensation to the 
United States. 

THE SEA TURTIE CASE: Four Asian nations challeged 
provisions of the US Endangered Species Act 
forbidding the sale of shrimp caught in ways that 
kill endangered sea turtles. In 1998, the WTO ruled 
that the US was not acting in compliance of WTO rules. 
Fitting shrimp nets with inexpensive "turtle excluder 
devices" has been ruled "WTO-illegal." 

THE CLEAN AIR CASE: On behalf of its oil industry, 
Venezuela challenged the US Clean Air Act regulation 
that required gas refiners to produce cleaner gas. A 
WTO panel ruled against the US law. Foreign oil 
refiners now have an option to sell dirtier gasoline 
in the US as a result, despite domestic challenges. 


The WTO has the absolute authority to supersede 
local, state, and even national laws if a corporation 
pressures its government to challenge a particular 
mandate. Without any avenues of accountability and 
very few avenues of transparency, anyone who is not 
a corporate head, trade official, or WTO bureaucrat is 
effectively shut out of all decisions. Clearly, THE WTO 
IS NOT OUR INSTITUTION. We do not control its 
process, and we do not benefit from its decisions. 


WTO in SEATTLE 

Seattle, Washington is touted as a major gateway 
to the markets of Asia and, particularly, Japan. 
According to the Seattle FHost Organization for the 
WTO (headed up by Bill Gates of Microsoft and Phil 
Condit of Boeing), one in four jobs in Washington 
state are directly related to exports. 

The November 29-December 3 WTO Ministerial 
Meeting is the first trade meeting of its kind to be 
held on US soil. When similar negotiations take place 
in Singapore, the Philippines, Geneva, and other 
places worldwide, the opposition gathers in the 
hundreds of thousands. 

The magnitude of this meeting is far greater than 
the 6,000 delegates from 135 countries that will 
attend. Indeed, the WTO meeting will transform 
Seattle into a militarized zone. Roads will be blocked, 
the police are prepped for riot response, and SWAT 
teams are "flexible." Our presence in Seattle demands 
attention to the growing global economy and its 
effects on the natural world, working people. 
Southern nations, and indigenous peoples around 
the world. Our presence in Seattle demands public 
space as a non-negotiable right. The affront of the 
WTO meeting represents a challenge to connect all 
of us as workers for a more just and livable world. 

Sources: "A Citizen's Guide to the World Trade Organization." 

APEX Press, 1999. 

The Case Against the Global Economy. Sierra Club, 

1996. 
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We eat food. The WTO reaulates the 
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standards which our food is grown, processed, 
and sold to us. The WTO determines the labor 
and enviornmental practices that determine 
how our food is grown. 

We work. The WTO sets the standards by 
which employers determine who to, hire, how 
much to pay, what kind of benefits we receive, 
and the safety conditions of our workplace. 

We breathe. The WTO has already ruled that 
breathing clean air is not a priority. Higher 
profits for oil companies is far more important 
to the benefit of the world. 

We go to school. The WTO wants to create 
educational standards that limit public sector 
educational services to the standards that 
businesspeople and corporations decide. 
Math programs designed by M&M Gandies 
(what's the chance of a green one?) have 
already entered our school systems. 

We live in an industrialized country that 
exploits other nations and other peoples for 
the sake of comfortable living conditions in 
the U.S. We have a responsibility to 
understand the reality of the global economy 
beyond our own lives and speak out against 
these policies. Seattle offers an amazing 
opportunity to stand together as human 
beings and declare our sovereignty. Making 
these connections is the necessary step in 
creating institutions for our own communities, 
our needs, our children, and ourselves. 



APEC protest in Seattle 1996 - photo by Dana Schuerholz 





By Chris Borte of governments and corporations; (4) An organizational ^TO Protest in Geneva 1998 - photo PGA 


philosophy based on decentralization and autonomy. Just a few years ago it may have seemed impossible 
Resistance to the WTO is growing daily. People are to stop the Multilateral Agreeement on Investment, 

organizing from the ground up and forming alliances PGA intends to serve as a global instrument for a trade agreement that would have given 
worldwide among grassroots labor, environmental communication and co-ordination for all those corporations the authority to sue countries for 
and social justice groups to oppose this neoliberal fighting against the destruction of humanity and the policies that placed people or the environment over 
institution: Teachers hungerstriking against planet by the global market, as well as building up profits. And yet due to movements like those 
privatization in Argentina working side by side with local alternatives and peoples' power. Their first call mentioned in this article the MAI was shut down, 
women organizing against quasi-slavery in the to action was the June 18 th protests against the G8 WTO, you're next! 


"Maquila" factories of Mexico, Bangladesh, Salvador, 
and Nicaragua; farmers struggling against 
globalization in India, Philippines, Brazil, Estonia, 


summit in Germany. Movements ranging from the 
Chikoko Movement in Nigeria to the Pakistani trade 
unions, from the Argentinian churches to a broad 


Direct Action Network 


Norway, Honduras, France, Spain, Switzerland, 
Bangladesh, Senegal, Mozambique, Togo, Peru, 
Bolivia, Columbia and many other countries; Ogoni, 
Maori, Maya, Aymara, U'wa and other indigenous 
peoples fighting for their cultural rights and physical 


coalition of social movements in London, occupied 
the financial centers of their cities to reject the rule 
of the G8. Such coordinated resistance in a total of 
41 countries showed that the process of converging 
our movements is gaining strength and speed. Even 


Against Corporate Globalization 


The Direct Action Network is a network of grassroots 
community and street theater groups across the Western 
United States and Canada who are mobilizing to creatively 


survival; students struggling against nuclear power 
or the repression of striking workers in Ukraine and 
South Korea; rank and file labor like postal workers 
from Canada resisting privatization, women's rights 
activists, environmentalists, unemployed, fisherfolk, 
anti-racists, peace mobilizers, and animal rights 
activists. ..the list could easily fill these pages. 
Coalitions that formed to oppose NAFTA, GATT, APEC, 
and the MAI have grown more experienced and 
successful at working together to fight corporate 
globalization. Forging those necessary links between 
our movements becomes far easier when we realize 
the assholes who are clearcutting the last of our 
ancient forests are the same assholes who are trying 
to smash our unions and destroy the limited forms 
of democratic control we still have. The old 1960s 
slogan 'think globally, act locally' is no longer 
sufficient. We must create ways of thinking and 
acting both locally and globally at the same time. 

One of the most exciting movements fighting 
corporate globalization formed in February of 1998, 
when peoples' movements from all continents met 
in Geneva and launched a worldwide coordination of 
resistance called Peoples' Global Action against "Free" 
Trade and the World Trade Organization (PGA). In their 
literature they emphasize four major points: 


as this article goes to press, PGA is organizing at 
their second conference in Bangalore, India for the 
WTO meeting in Seattle and beyond. 

“NOT PESPI/COKE, WE WANT WATER! ’ 

cries the National Alliance of People's Movements 
in India. They are calling for India to quit the WTO 
and campaign for an alternative institution to 
regulate world-trade in a democratic, pro-people and 
environmentally sustainable way. They believe all 
transnational corporations should be forced out of 
India and have called for a boycott on all TNCs goods. 

This is in stark contrast with those who hold hope 
of achieving justice through reforming the WTO. 
Reforms lead nowhere when corporations and their 

governmental counterparts are in charge. We need 
to globalize solidarity and liberation not capitalism, 
and fight for a participatory and sustainable global 
village. The WTO must be shut down. 

Over the past two decades, people's movements 
have waged successful campaigns against the 
operations of transnational corporations on 
numerous fronts ranging from worldwide boycotts 
against Nestle on infant formula, bank loans to South 
Africa, the battles against Union Carbide over the 
Bhopal disaster in India, the repression of Coca-Cola 


resist the WTO and corporate globalization. We are organizing 
and coordinating mass nonviolent direct action and large 
scale street theater — giant puppets, dance, drums, music, 
spoken word, and graffiti art at the WTO Summit in Seattle, 
November 29 to December 3. 

Local contacts exist in Victoria BC, Vancouver BC, Seattle 
-WA, Olympia WA, Portland OR, San Francisco CA, Santa Cruz 
CA, Los Angeles CA. 

Contact (206) 632-1656 <can@drizzle.com> and 
<www.agitprop.org/artandrevolution> for lists of contacts 
and more information. We need money for outreach 
materials, renting street theater making spaces, puppet 
supplies, phone calls, mailing, legal support, and office 
space. Please send what you can. Make checks to "Art and 
Revolution (WTO)" and send c/o CAN, 4554 12th Ave. NE, 
Seattle, WA 98105 


Web Resources 


Seattle Area 

People For Fair Trade: www.peopleforfairtrade.org 
Seattle Citizen Committee: www.seattlewto.org 

Take Action! 

Direct Action Network: www.agitprop.org/ 

artandrevolution/wto 

Ruckus Society: www.globalizethis.org 


(1) A very dear rejection of the WTO and other 
neoliberal trade agreements as adive promoters of a 
socially and environmentally destructive globalization; 
(2) A confrontational attitude, since we do not think 
that lobbying can have a major impact in such biased 
and undemocratic organizations, in which transnational 
capital is the only real policy-maker; (3) A call to non- 
violent civil disobedience and the construction of local 
alternatives by local people as answers to the action 


workers in Guatemala, the promotion of bio-tech milk 
products by chemical companies like Monsanto, and 
the clear-cut logging and deforestation by Mitsubishi 
and MacMillan Bloedel to name but a few. It is 
important to remember that these corporations do 
not have infinite power, they are not inevitable. We 
live in a concrete world, within time and space, with 
ongoing processes that we can affect. We can shut 
down these bastards. 


General WTO 

Corporate Watch: www.corpwatch.org 

Global Exchange: www.globalexchange.org 

Public Citizen's Global Trade Watch: www. tradewatch.org 

Global Contacts 

Peoples Global Action (PGA): www.agp.org 

Reclaim the Streets!: www.gn.apc.org/rts 

Third World Network: www.twnside.org.sg/souths/twn/ 

trade.htm 



100,000 workers shut down Seattle from February 5 to 11, 1919 and took over essential services under 
workers management. 

"There will be many cheering, and there will be some who fear. The dosing down of Seattle's 
industries as a MERE SHUTDOWN, will not affect these eastern gentlemen much. They could let the 
whole northwest go to pieces, as far as money alone is concerned. 

BUT, the closing down of the capitalistically controlled industries of Seattle, while the WORKERS 
ORGANIZE to feed the people, to care for the babies and the sick, to preserve order — THIS will 
move them, for this looks too much like the taking over of power by the workers. 

Labor willmot only shut down the industries, but Labor will REOPEN, under the management of 
the appropriate trades, such activities as are needed to preserve public health and public peace. If 
the strike continues. Labor may feel led to avoid public suffering by reopening more and more 
activities, UNDER ITS OWN MANAGEMENT. 

And that is why we say we are starting on a road, that leads — NO ONE KNOWS WHERE." 

Anna Louise Strong in The Union Record on Tuesday February 4, 1919, the eve of the 1919 Seattle general strike. 








EDUCATE. AGITATE. ORGANIZE 


By David Solnit 

The WTO Summit offers an unprecedented historical opportunity to organize 
in our communities, build alliances with all the groups impacted by corporate 
globalization, and help build a movement capable of standing up to the existing 
economic and political system at the root of our problems. Here is a brainstorm 
of ideas of what can be done in local areas: 

♦ Form, join or activate a local group to organize around the WTO. Publicize 
your meetings. This is a chance to work with local groups affected by 
corporate globalization: labor, environmental, human rights, animal, 
agriculture, international solidarity, etc. 

♦ Call or e-mail us and ask for a local WTO organizing packet and ready-to- 
copy flyer. Or get your computer friend to print it all out from our 
website. 

♦ Outreach to your community: distribute flyers/posters, put in newsletters 
and zines, speak to groups, announce at events, write letters to editor/ 
guest editorials, send out calendar announcements. 

♦ Plan a public event about the WTO (speakers, video, music, performance), 
organize a nonviolent direct action training with local trainers, or street 
theater workshop, or a teach-in. Ask other local groups to cosponsor. 

♦ Fundraise to cover costs, especially for those who need financial help for 
transport. 

♦ Plan transportation to Seattle: organize drivers and passengers, share 
renting of a van, ask to borrow vehictes, check out trains and buses. 

♦ Organize yourselves into affinity groups (5-20 person self reliant action 
groups— the basic planning and decision-making bodies for the action) 
to take care of each other and stick together. Pick a name. Make a 
banner or puppet. Take a nonviolent direct action training together. 

♦ Plan a simultaneous solidarity event/action on November 30 for those 
who can't come to Seattle. 

♦ Make a public send-off event out of leaving, leave as a caravan, send 
press release to and call local press (offer to keep them updated). 

♦ Plan a follow up meeting after the WTO to celebrate, take care of any 
legal or other loose ends, and discuss sticking together as a local group 
or affinity group to keep working to overthrow corporate power. 


a guideline for organizing your community 



Euents 


DIRECT ACTION CONVERGENCE - November 20-28 

Nine days of street theater, giant puppet building, dance and music making, 
performing, nonviolent-direct action trainings, meetings to coordinate 
and prepare ourselves for the WTO, outreach and performance around 
Seattle, and more. Contact us or check the website for more details. Food 
and child care will be provided, <www.agitprop.org/artandrevolution> 

BUY NOTHING DAY - November 26 

On the biggest shopping day of the year, people will take to the streets in a 
fun action to prepare and advertise for the coming events. 

INTERNATIONAL FORUM ON GLODAIIZATION - November 27 

A diverse group of activists and educators will speak at a one-day public 
teach-in at the 2,500 seat Benaroya Hall in Seattle. Speakers include: 
Vandana Shiva, noted environmentalist; Lori Wallach, fair trade activist; 
David Korten, author of When Corporations Rule the World, and many 
others, <www.ifg.org> 

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION SUMMIT - November 30 - December 3 

International Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and the People for 
Fair Trade Seattle Host Committee are hosting events, rallies, teach-ins, 
and strategizing sessions that correspond to the topics the WTO is discussing 
each day. <www.seattlewto.org>. 

MASS NONVIOIJENT DIRECT ACTION - November 30 (see below) 

MARCH- November30 

Starting from a rally at the Kingdome labor unions, farmers, students, activists, 
and others will march ending at the Convention Center 

There are conferences, political art festivals. Art and Revolution roadshows 
happening throughout September, October, and November that we do not 
have the space to mention. Seek Out the alftitfties you would like to participate 
in and create the ones that have not yet appeared on the scene. There is 
room for everyone in this grand confrontation with the globalization monster. 


MASS NONVIOLENT DIRECT ACTION INFORMATION for NOVEMRER 30 


We are planning a large scale, well organized, high visibility action to shut 
down the World Trade Organization on Tuesday November 30 involving hundreds 
of people risking arrest and reflecting the diversity of groups and communities 
affected by the World Trade Organization and corporate globalization. These 
people have no right to make undemocratic, unaccountable, destructive decisions 
about our lives, our communities and the earth. We will nonviolently and 
creatively block them from meeting. We envision colorful and festive actions 
with large scale street theater as a major element. We will make space and 
encourage mutual respect for a variety of nonviolent action styles reflecting 
our different groups and communities. 


ACTION GUIDELINES 


All participants in this particular action are asked to agree to these action 
guidelines. Having this basic agreement allows people from many backgrounds, 
movements, and beliefs to work together. They are not philosophical or political 
requirements placed upon you or judgments about the validity of some tactics 
over others. These guidelines are basic agreements that create a basis for trust 
sothat we can work together for this action and know what to expect from each 
other. 

1) We will use no violence, physical or verbal towards any person 

2) We will carry no weapons 

3) We will not bring or use any alcohol or illegal drugs 

4) We will not destroy property 


JAIL SOLIDARITY and LEGAL SUPPORT 


We will encourage and facilitate jail and court solidarity for the mass action. 
Through jail solidarity we can take power in a situation designed to make us 
powerless. We do this by making our decisions as a group, by acting in harmony 
with each other, and by committing ourselves to safeguard each other's well 
being. Every time there is a choice in the legal process, activists can either 
cooperate or things become more difficult for the authorities. Solidarity tactics 
mean that people noncooperate as a group unless the authorities agree to our 


‘de mgf jT Tfp action can give us some control, get our legal consequences over 
wM more quickly, prevent the authorities from singling some people out for 
harsher treatment, resist fines and probation, and extend the action to the prison 
and legal system with the strength and community of a group, instead of as 
individuals. We encourage action participants to clear their calendars in advance 
for" several days to a week after the action should it become necessary to use 
this fill the jails tactic to win our demands. Those who want or need to leave will 
have; that option opmf! 

We will have legal support for those arrested at the mass action through 
arraignment: this includes legal and solidarity briefings, a staffed legal support 
office, an experienced legal coordinator and lawyers who can make jail visits. 


AFFINITY GROUPS and ACTION SPOKESCOUNCIl 


Everyone participating in th|4ctio1fjs asked to form or join an affinity group 
-a self reliant action group of 5-20 people, including people who do not risk 
arrest and do support work before during and after arrest. Affinity groups are 
the basic planning and decision making bodies for the mass action. Form an 
affinity group with you friends, people from your community, workplace, or 
organization. Two or more affinity groups that have something in common or 
want to do similar actions should consider working together as a "cluster" of 
affinity groups. 

Leading up to the action participants will coordinate the action and jail/court 
solidarity through an Action Spokescouncil, with spokespeople chosen by each 
affinity group responsible for carrying their groups plans, opinions, and decisions 
to the spokescouncil and reporting back to their group. Affinity groups will 
discuss agenda items and proposals before/each spokescouncil. We encourage 
mass action participants to try and arrive by Sunday November 28, or as early as 
they can on Monday to coordinate. 

All action participants will be encouraged to take a NONVIOLENT DIRECT ACTION 
TRAINING to prepare themselves for both the action and for jail/court solidarity. 
Trainings will be available in Seattle during the week leading up to and the day 
and evening before the action. 


DIRECT ACTION NETWORK (200) 032-1656 www.agitprop.org/artandrevolution/wto 










Bear Lincoln FREE 

BUT JUSTICE STILL ABSENT FOB NOBTHERN CALIFORNIA TRIBES 


by Karen Pickett 

After four months underground in 
fear for his life, more than two years 
behind bars awaiting trial with the 
death penalty hanging over his head 
and a two month high profile trial, the 
legal ordeal is finally over for Bear 
Lincoln. On April 23, 1999, the Cali- 
fornia State Attorney General's office 
dismissed the case against him that 
had been filed in the wake of a police 
ambush on the Round Valley Indian 
Reservation in Northern California 
that left his lifelong friend, 

Leonard Acorn Peters, dead. 

Mendocino County 
sheriff's deputies had set up 
a stake out on a ridgetop 
the night of April 14, 1995, 
to capture a suspect in a 
shooting earlier that day. 

When Bear and Acorn, both 
Wailaki Indian men, came 
walking up the road from 
Bear's cabin, the cops 
opened fire with a barrage 
of automatic weapons that 
left Deputy Bob Davis and 
Peters dead. Bear ran for his 
life and was later charged 
with Deputy Davis' death 
in a case that would cap- 
ture national attention and 
galvanize the rural Native 
American community as 
well as Mendocino County. 

After living in the woods 
for four months. Bear Lin- 
coln turned himself into au- 
thorities in August '95. The 
county went after him with 
a vengeance, charging Lin- 
coln with a capital crime 
which is punishable by 
death. The alleged crime was 
framed as a purposeful act 
of aggression, rather than an innocent 
person caught in police ambush, a per- 
son with the right to defend himself. 
Neither Lincoln nor Peters were sus- 
pects in any crime when they were 
ambushed. The authority's treatment 
of the Round Valley community im- 
mediately following the incident 
smacked of racism as well and has been 
compared by many to incidents on the 
Pine Ridge reservation in South Dakota 
which landed Leonard Peltier in prison 
25 years ago. Police from several coun- 
ties descended on the community, bust- 
ing down doors, conducting 
warrentless searches and dragging 
people out of cars in a reign of terror 
designed to force the community to 
produce the elusive Lincoln. Bear had 
run because he believed that trigger 
happy cops would shoot him on sight, 
using the rationalization that this was 
a cop-killing Indian, no questions asked. 

Tension between residents, especially 
Native Americans in the valley and 
authorities, have deep roots. The Round 
Valley, a beautiful and fertile valley 
ringed by snow-dusted peaks, is almost 
perfectly symmetrical. It is the ances- 
tral home of (what came to be known 
as) the Yuki people. They lived in har- 
mony with the Earth until the mid- 
1800s, when the US government be- 
gan its program of genocide on 
California's north coast. The Round 
Valley Indian Reservation was estab- 


lished in 1853 when the remainder of 
the Wailaki, Porno, Pit River, Little 
Lake, Konkow and Nomlaki in addi- 
tion to the Yuki were all forced onto a 
portion of Yuki territory, shared with 
Indian-hating white settlers. These were 
tribes whose ancestral lands covered 
vast areas reaching north into present 
day Oregon, embracing the Mount 
Shasta area, and stretching south to 
southern Mendocino County. Theft, 
fraud and bad faith deals have shrunk 
reservation lands to a mere 33,000 acres, 
with a population of 1,200 tribal resi- 


dents. This reservation, the second larg- 
est in California, retains valuable an- 
cestral fishing grounds along the Eel 
River and Azbil Creek and still holds 
old-growth Douglas fir forests, so far 
resisting timber beasts like Louisiana 
Pacific (LP), who have devastated lands 
all around the reservation. The LP mill 
in the town of Covelo, adjacent to 
reservation land, was a principal em- 
ployer until it shut down in 1990, 
finding cheaper labor in Mexico. 

While authorities and mainstream 
media today are quick to characterize 
problems in the valley as inter-com- 
munity disputes or "feuds" between 
families, residents point to racist poli- 
cies and a pattern of selective enforce- 
ment by the law as the real reason 
violence and tension continue to erupt. 
The cops' dance of selective enforce- 
ment includes side-stepping real issues, 
turning away from beatings and 
shootings that go unprosecuted and 
pouncing on certain members of the 
community for less serious violations. 

When the jury delivered the not 
guilty verdict, Bear was released from 
his prison cell but not from the clutches 
of this case. The jury was unable to 
arrive at a unanimous vote on man- 
slaughter charges, though its acquit- 
tal was unanimous on murder and 
attempted murder charges. Many of 
the jurors became activists as a result 
of the experience and appeared at pub- 


lic forums to speak on the cover-up 
they felt the police had perpetrated. 
With a 10-2 deadlock in favor of ac- 
quittal, the door was open for district 
attorney Susan Massini to pursue those 
charges through a second trial. She 
pursued the case with a vengeance, 
referring it to the state attorney 
general's office when she lost her re- 
election bid last November. Despite 
jury tampering, a contempt of court 
charge against the DA (for feeding 
information illegally to the county's 
major newspaper), the county authori- 
ties were not about to let 
the death of a cop go 
unavenged. Interestingly, 
the most likely scenario 
is that the cop was killed 
by his partner's weapon 
after he admittedly 
slipped on the dirt road 
and came up firing. 

Tension remains in the 
Native American commu- 
nity and in Bear's life. Al- 
though legally released at 
long last, a pall hangs over 
his freedom due to the cops' 
desire for vengeance and 
the vulnerability of people 
in this remote and rural 
place. Additionally, the un- 
provoked killing of Leonard 
Acom Peters has never been 
adequately investigated. 
Seven children were left fa- 
therless and Round Valley 
lost a loved and loving com- 
munity member. 

Meanwhile, Bear is rais- 
ing Appaloosa horses he 
brought to California four 
and one-half years ago 
from the Nez Perce Reser- 
vation and is continuing 
to speak out in solidarity 
with other victims of police violence 
and frame-ups as well as on issues like 
Headwaters Forest. His politicalizaton 
has brought his voice to rallies for 
Peltier, Mumia Abu Jamal, conferences 
about the prison industry and envi- 
ronmental rallies. When he expresses 
that he wants to see an investigation 
of the police murder of his friend 
Acorn, however unlikely that might 
be, he sees the public knowledge of 
the issue as key. "I'll continue to 
speak out against police brutality, 
police murder," he said the day his 
case was dismissed. "It just happens 
over and over again, but there's more 
publicity coming out, and law en- 
forcement is being exposed to the 
public. And so I'll be doing as much 
as I can to expose corrupt law en- 
forcement and to help as many people 
as I can." Besides wanting to go back 
to being a peaceful organic vegetable 
farmer and raise his horses, Bear is 
raising funds to go to Cuba with a 
group of Native American activists in 
a trip being organized by the Na- 
tional People's Campaign and is plan- 
ning a trip up an old-growth tree to 
visit Julia Butterfly. 

Contact the Lincoln/Peters Defense 
Alliance at POB 83, Covelo, CA 95428. 

Karen Pickett is a long-time EF! ac- 
tivists and has spent time with the 
people and land of the Round Valley 
Indian Reservation. 



Bear Lincoln at a "free Mumia " rally in San Francisco 



• | | ? ; 


Seattle Ends Logging in 
Cedar River 

The Seattle City Council on July 12 
agreed to end commercial logging in 
the Cedar River Watershed for the next 
50 years. In voting to implement rec- 
ommendations on the proposed Ce- 
dar River Habitat Conservation Plan, 
the city continued a local tradition of 
watershed management. Located in 
the Cascade foothills, the 95,000-acre 
Cedar River Watershed is owned and 
managed by the City of Seattle and 
provides drinking water for the major- 
ity of the city's residents. By ending 
commercial logging in the watershed, 
Seattle becomes a national pioneer in 
public land management. Activists 
with EF! have been working to save 
this watershed for 14 years. 

Bats Halt Logging 

The US Forest Service will stop all 
ongoing logging in a four-county re- 
gion of the Nantahala National For- 
est in Indiana. The Forest Service re- 
cently announced that timber sales 
affecting trees larger than nine inches 
in diameter would stop after 28 en- 
dangered Indiana bats were discov- 
ered in a hemlock tree. Logging in 
Graham, Swain, Macon and Chero- 
kee counties, will be affected. How- 
ever, sections of the Nantahala Na- 
tional Forest outside the four coun- 
ties remain unaffected. 


Radiation Found Near 
Salmon Spawn 

Scientist Norm Bus 
ered radioactive stroni 
times safe levels in mi 
whose roots reach int 
Reach, a stretch of the Columbia 
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roots are IeSs than 105 
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Interestingly, it was not 
1 mentof Energy (DOE) or the 
-tor paid to, monitor the rive 
that discovered this oversight, 
rather Buske, a private researcher work- 
ing for the Government Accountabil- 
ity Project. He has long been a gadfly 
along the river banks, where he dis- 
covered that plants have been absorb- 
ing radioactivity from groundwater. 
He once sent the governor a jar of jam 
made from allegedly radioactive ber- 
ries plucked at the site. 

DOE officials knew about a plume of 
highly toxic chromium that had made 
its way to the same spot where Buske 
found the suspected strontium. But 
DOEofficials say the chromium plume 
has stopped, fortunately, atthewater's”! 
edge. The DOE has also assured the 
public, wrongly, that the nuclear waste 
would never reach the river. 

Lawmakers Oppose World 
Trade Organization Tim- 
ber Deal 

Rep. George Miller (D-CA) and 40 
other lawmakers signed a letter to 
President Clinton opposing US par- 
ticipation in World Trade Organiza- 
tion negotiations on increasing trade 
in forest products. The WTO will be 
holding the negotiations at a ministe- 
rial meeting in Seattle beginning in 
November. The lawmakers oppose the 
negotiations in part because the agree- 
ment will increase world logging by 
reducing tariffs on wood products. 
The letter states that NAFTA and the 
WTO “promise[d] that free trade 
would improve environmental pro-: 
tection. Evidence shows the opposite 
has been true." 
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School Of Americas Bill 

After'a 10-year campaign, activists 
opposing the US Army School of the 
Americas (SOA) in Ft. Banning, Geor- 
gia, won their first legislative victory 
when the US House of Representa- 
tives voted 230-197 in the early hours 
of July 30 to cut the school's funding 
by almost half. The measure elimi- 
nates the budget for recruiting and 
transporting students to the school. 
SOA provides training for military of- 
ficers from Latin America. 

The US spends approximately $2 
million a year on SOA recruitment and 
training. The SOA's operating budget 
of about $2.5 million a year comes 
from the military budget and is not 
affected by the amendment. Although 
the funding cut would theoretically 
force the school to close down, the 
amendment is unlikely to survive a 
conference with the Senate, which has 
already passed a version of the foreign 
aid bill leaving the SOA funding in 
place. But SOA opponents were de- 
lighted and surprised by the vote, in 
which 58 Republicans joined 172 
Democrats to pass the amendment. 

Cheyenne River Sioux 
Tribe Wins Suit Against 
Homestake Mine 

The Cheyenne River Sioux and the 
US government have successfully 
sued the Homestake Mining Com- 
pany of California for polluting wa- 
terways in South Dakota. 

Homestake will pay $4 million for 
the restoration of the Whitewood, Belle 
Fourche and Cheyenne Rivers. They 
will also pay $1 million to the South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks Fund to 
be used jointly by the United States 
and South Dakota for restoration. 

The lawsuit was filed in 1997 alleg- 
ing that the company dumped over 
100 million tons of cyanide and ar- 
senic contaminated tailings into 
Whitewood Creek, the Belle Fourche 
River, the Cheyenne River and the 
Missouri River for 101 years. . 

The mine is located northeast of 
the tribe's reservation and was the 
first major mine in the United States. 
The land acquisition from the Sioux 
has long been greatly controversial. 

"This is the first time Homestake 
has ever had to pay anything for any 
of the damage they've caused," said 
Steven Emery, the tribe's attorney. 

This is also the first time the Sioux 
have had their land returned to them 
through the US court system. Four 
hundred acres in the Black Hills will 
be returned to the Sioux, who fought 
for more than two decades in the late 
1800s to stop the influx of gold min- 
ers. The tribe also has the power to 
decide which parcel it wants. 

Javan Rhinos Hanging on 
in Vietnam 

The Javan rhinoceros of Vietnam, a 
species long thought extinct, has been 
found clinging to existence in extremely 
small numbers. Scientists have man- 
aged to photograph the rare animal, but 
its fate remains in doubt. 

Thejavanrhino, once spread through- 
out Southeast Asia, began careening to- 
ward extinction early in this century. 
Poachers hunted the mammoth rhino 
for its horn’s, which were in great de- 
mand for use in traditional Chinese 
medicine. During the Vietnam War, the 
rhino's habitat was devastated by fight- 
ing, land mines and Agent Orange. After 
the waj, scientists were convinced that 
the animal was extinct. Nevertheless, 
reports of sightings in the hilly terrain of 
southern Vietnam persisted. The Javan 
rhinp of Vietnam lives in Cat Tien Na- 
tional !Park, 18 million acresofforestput 
under protected status in 1992. 


Big SMountjaim 




by Gloria Picadilli 

It is monsoon season in northern 
Arizona. Out in the Big Mountain/Black 
Mesa region of the Navajo/Hopi Reser- 
vation, the dark clouds and rain bring 
relief from the desert sun. The com is 
tall, nearingharvesttime.Thedays creep 
by, and the air feels like a sigh waiting to 
be exhaled. Many of the traditional 
Dine' (Navajo) living here are hold- 
ing their breath wondering if they 
will be here next year to harvest their 
com or if they will have enough 
sheep to get through the winter. 
Every day is a struggle for them, a 
struggle to protect their land, their 
homes and their culture from destruc- 
tion by multinational energy corpora- 
tions and the powers that be. 

Twenty-five years ago a law was 
passed by the federal government 
forcing over 10,000Navajopeopleto 
relocate from their homelands be- 
cause of a supposed "Navajo-Hopi 
land dispute." However, there is an- 
other issue at hand: Underneath the 
ground at Black Mesa lies the largest 
deposit of coal in North America. By 
removing all the people who are living 
here, they have effectively opened up 
the land for mining. Peabody Western 
Coal Company has been operating the 
US's largest coal mine here for 33 years, 
destroying over 1 10-square miles of what 
used to be people's homes, medicinal 
herb gathering lands, ceremonial sites 
and burial grounds. And they have only 
just begun. The coal being mined is 
burned for electricity, most of which 
goes to Las Vegas and its casinos. Here is 
a sad story of the American dream — 
rather, the nightmare — of complete 
domination over land and indigenous 
people for utter greed and progress. 

Today it is the Hopi tribal govern- 
ment and the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) that carry out the laws created by 
white men to relocate and make living 
conditions difficult for the Dine'. There 
remain a few hundred Dine' living in 


the disputed area. Those remaining suf- 
fer from livestock impoundments, 
homes and ceremonial hogans being 
bulldozed and military jet fly-bys, 
among other things. Those who resist 
the government face forced relocation 
by February 1, 2000. Through the eyes 
of many Dine', relocation equals death 
to their people and culture. 

This summer a Sundance was held at 


Anna Mae Camp at Big Mountain, mark- 
ing the closing of a four-year cycle of 
this sacred Lakota ceremony. The per- 
mit to hold the cerempny was denied, 
but the family decided to hold the cer- 
emony anyway. Hundreds of people 
came from all over the world to offer 
prayers to this scarred land. Elder matri- 
arch, Ruth Benally, on whose land the 
Sundance was held, was ordered to re- 
move the ceremonial structures and 
sweat lodges on the site; however, the 
sweat lodges are still being used. They 
feel that if these structures are removed 
or destroyed it would be a breach of 
their religious freedom. This family also 
says that they have been given word by 
the Hopi tribal government that two 
hogans (traditional Dine' house and 
church) at the site must be dismantled 
and removed. Hopi Tribal Chairman 
Chief of Staff Eugene Kaye states that, 


"As far as I know we haven't done 
that or will do that to a person living 
in a hogan who has a right to be 
there." Whether they have a right to 
be there is determined by the Hopi 
tribal government. 

Ruth Benally recently stated: "My 
daughters and I are looking forward to 
people coming out here to pray, work 
and witness with us. I will be first on the 
line, standing day and night if I have to. 
Anna Mae Camp is a ceremonial place. 
We pray there, we do not want anybody 
to destroy it. The land here is very dry 
and windy. At the ceremonial grounds 
we pray to the Spirit People and ask 
for rain. We wonder, what is it the 
Hopi tribe is planning? They told us 
they are going to tear down two 
hogans and ceremonial structures. 
They said it's closed, but we still have 
ceremonies there. We don't want 
anyone to push us around. We get 
our freedom from the Spirit People. 
We invite everybody to come. We 
need help with everything. Come 
with your cameras, come from all 
| over the world." 

Families are inviting you to stay 
with them to help with the daily 
life of sheepherding, firewood chop- 
| ping, home repair, cooking, elder 
care and observing any potential 
harassment if you wish to come 
support on the land at Black Mesa. 
Black Mesa Indigenous Support (BMIS) 
offers supporter information packets 
with guidelines in cultural sensitivity, 
self sustainability and potential rides 
to the land. If you wish to help with 
office or organizational work, contact 
BMIS at POB 23501, Flagstaff, AZ 
86002; (520) 773-8086. 

If you have questions on the issues, 
you can contact the Hopi tribal council 
at POB 123, Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039; 
(520) 734-3100; Wayne Taylor, Hopi 
tribal chairman, ext. 101; Eugene Kaye, 
Chairman's Chief of Staff, ext 107; 
Clayton Honyumptewa, Office of Hopi 
Lands, ext. 802. 

If you wish to share your opinions or 
questions with other responsible parties, 
contact Senator John McCain at Russell 
Senate Office Bldg., Washington DC 
20510; (202) 224-2235 ext. 241. 



Dragline at the Kayenta Mine in Black Mesa, Arizona. 


Commodification of t he Sacred 

The following is a statement by Roberta Blackgoat, a Dine elder, 
resisting forced relocation in Big Mountain, Arizona. 

Great Spirit gave us this land to live in a good way. We're not 
living here for free; everything we have we have worked hard 
for. We humble ourselves before Great Spirit, and it is accord- 
ing to them (The Holy Ones) that we live here. Before non- 
Indians came, we were put here with original guidelines to live 
in harmony. Some prayers we say are for our veterans, our young 
ones. They go to war and it is those prayers and ceremonies that 
keep them in good health and able to come back. 

All the natural resources that abound are not here to be 
exploited but to be revered. All the things that we hold sacred 
have been commodified. It's commodification of the sacred. 
We are given no respect as human beings. The problems of 
relocation and all the mental anguish we've gone through, 
and the deprivation of rights, religious rights, is equivalent to 
the internment of the Dine' at Fort Sumner (a brutal concen- 
tration camp) in 1864-1868. The government and people in 
this country encompass our demise. 

We need as much help as possible to reverse this 
relocation process. The government of this country must 
come to a compassionate understanding and allow us to 
go back to our traditional lifestyles. Guidance was given 
to us from the original instructions. 

We've been told to get permission from the Hopi tribe 
to gather herbs and religious paraphernalia. We already 
have permission from the Great Spirit to gather herbs for 
performing ceremonies, which we were told to do accord- 
ing to the original instructions. We are not living arbi- 
trarily, the way we are living has definite significance. 

These laws and guidelines that we were given allow us to 


maintain certain values and truths, a certain ideology. To 
ask us to live other ways and ignore these laws is to ignore 
the truth. These non-Indians have no regard for our 
existence. We want all people to know that everything we 
are doing (our struggle) encompasses environmental is- 
sues and all other things that go with it. We want no more 
energy exploitation, no more mining, cutting up, drilling 
of our Mother Earth. We do not benefit from these any- 
way. We want Mother Earth to heal again, and this will 
only happen when we stop all the fencing and scarring of 
the land that modern industrialized man is doing. 

I'm pleading with the entire nation and the whole 
world. Pleading with you. We were put upon here by 
Creator within the four sacred mountains: Mt. Blanca to 
the east, Mt. Taylor to the south, San Francisco Peaks to the 
west and Mt. Hesperus to the north. We were given 
instructions to live in a sacred way here. These mountains 
encompass a hogan in which we were told to carry on our 
lifestyle in harmony. The influence and influx of outsiders 
and cultural assimilation has dwindled us, and the 
traditionals have been reduced to a handful. 

That's why I appeal to every one of you. I don't know what 
the government and the media have told you, but that is the 
situation here. Thank you for listening. We spend billions 
and billions of dollars overseas to help nations in need, most 
recently Bosnia and Kosovo. The money is derived from our 
natural resources, but we've been ignored in this country. 

The land we occupy was made possible by the medicine 
people, and it is according to their deeds that we are able to 
live here. I've told that already to Kelsey Begaye (president 
of the Navajo Nation). I've been saying these things for 
years and years; is anybody listening? 

Contact Roberta Blackgoat, POB 349, Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039. 
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Courtof La st Resort 


by Jeffrey St. Clair 


Who's the most feared environmentalist in the 
Pacific Northwest? That's easy. A Reagan-appointed 
federal judge in Seattle named William Dwyer. This 
says a lot about Dwyer's character, but even more 
about the spineless character of the current crop of 
environmentalists in the region. 

Time and time again Dwyer has come down hard 
on the federal government for trampling over envi- 
ronmental laws. On August 2, Dwyer issued his 
latest rebuke, a blistering ruling that chastises the 
Clinton administration for not following its own 
logging plan for Northwest forests. Dwyer, who said 
the Forest Service and BLM had failed to survey 
dozens of rare species, issued a temporary injunc- 
tion immediately halting nine timber sales. The 
judge followed this up with a decision stopping 26 
more sales. By the end of the year, more than 125 
sales may fall under Dwyer's protective order. 

Dwyer's favorite target is the Forest Service, an 
agency that seems institutionally incapable of follow- 
ing the National Environmental Policy Act. A string of 
rulings from Dwyer in the early 1990s rocked the 
Northwest, when he determined that the fierce pace of 
Forest Service logging in ancient forests was driving 
the northern spotted owl, and more than 180 other 
species that dwell in the deep forests west of the 
Cascade Range, toward extinction. He handed down 
an injunction on new 
timber sales in spotted 
owl habitat, and the old- 
growth wars were on. 

Then along came Bill 
Clinton and A1 Gore, 
who vowed in a 1992. 
campaign stop in Port- 
land, Oregon, to "end 
the stand off" over the 
fate of Northwest forests 
once and for all. Of 
course, the stand off was 
serving the owl pretty 
well. What was to come 
would drive the owl even 
closer to extinction. 

Within days of taking 
office, the Clinton/Gore 
team set its sights on get- 
ting the injunction lifted 
and the big logs rolling 
back to the mills. The 
scheme was pure 
Clinton. Convene a 
staged "town hall" style 
meeting, put out a pre- 
fabricated plan and in- 
duce your liberal friends to swallow their principles 
and sign off on it. This shadow play was the April 1993 
Forest Summit, a ridiculous display of consensus- 
mongering that saw Clinton's minions play footsy 
with executives from Weyerhaeuser. The event is best 
remembered for the Clinton administration's crass 
attempt to censor the opening remarks of E. Kimbark 
McCall, the Oregon state historian who attempted to 
put the session in its proper context — a hundred years 
of conscienceless logging by an industry that treats its 
workers as ruthlessly as it treats salmon streams. 

McCall refused to be muzzled. He couldn't under- 
stand why the administration wouldn't allow anyone 
to bring up the indelicate subject of log exports. 
Wasn't that costing the sawmill workers three times as 
many jobs as would be lost by protecting the owl? 
McCall's question went unanswered. The enviros 
swallowed their tongues and went along with the 
show. At every turn they exhibited a willingness to 
compromise even more. No log exports, no eastside 
forests, no mention of Zero Cut. The result was a 
foregone conclusion. At the close of the day, Clinton 
promised that he would have the Dwyer injunction 
lifted by the end of the summer. 

Then the blackmail started. The message was deliv- 
ered by Will Stelle, a hired gun working on "enviro 
relations" for the administration. He had garnered the 
trust of a few green lobbyists by stripping off his 


Oxford shirt one day to reveal an Earth First! t-shirt 
hidden beneath. Stelle said that if enviros wanted to 
get most of what they asked for in the new forest plan, 
they had to offer up something in return. Namely, 
they needed to go to Judge Dwyer and ask him to ■ 
release some of the sales he had halted as posing a 
threat to the owl. Many, including the Wilderness 
Society, National Wildlife Federation and the Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund, were ready to give up the 
battle at that very moment. But others held out. 

Then Clinton rolled out his big gun: Bruce Babbitt, 
Secretary of the Interior and former president of the 
League of Conservation Voters. Babbitt — who only 
offers carrots to industry — came carrying a big stick. 
For one he knew exactly how to scare the hell out of 
his former colleagues: Threaten them with "suffi- 
ciency language, " a law passed by Congress that allows 
agencies, such as the Forest Service and BLM, to violate 
laws like the Endangered Species Act with impunity. 
Unless they were willing to go along, the Clinton 
administration would be forced to ask Congress (then 
controlled by the Dems, remember) to enact a legisla- 
tive rider that would overturn the injunctions. And 
maybe something much worse. 

The deal was struck with little dissent. The most 
notable exception was Larry Tuttle, then head of 
the Oregon Natural Resources Council (ONRC). 
Tuttle refused to sign off on the deal and the Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund (desperate to retain its 

clout with the ad- 
ministration and re- 
coup handsome legal 
fees) threatened to 
"fire" ONRC as it's 
client. Tuttle was sav- 
agely undercut by 
ONRC's conserva- 
tion director, Andy 
Kerr. To his enor- 
mous credit, Tuttle 
left ONRC shortly 
after this debacle and 
has now started up a 
feisty group in Port- 
land called the Center 
for Environmental Eq- 
uity, which has taken 
on the mining indus- 
try, the big ranches 
1 and the energy com- 
| panies. Since the 
? "deal of shame," 

| ONRC — despite be- 
ing rewarded with 
lavish handouts 
from the top foun- 
dations — has veered 
close to bankruptcy, proving that it’s tough to 
keep fooling your members. 

Interestingly, the plan didn't stop the logging of 
ancient forests. In fact, more than 35 percent of the 
remaining spotted owl habitat was put into a free- 
fire zone called the matrix, where logging could go 
forward just like the good old days. But even the 
remaining 65 percent of old-growth forest wasn't 
safe. Although the plan said these lands were put in 
a category called late successional/old-growth re- 
serves, these zones were not off limits to logging. 
The plan's fine print allowed these lands to be, in 
Babbitt's unforgettable phrase, cut for their own 
good. Ecological logging — considered a joke during 
the Bush era — came into its own with a vengeance. 

When the green groups and their lawyers approached 
Dwyer with the outlines of this deal, he was skeptical. 
He harshly questioned the enviros' lawyers. He noted 
again and again that the Clinton plan was the bare 
minimum that minimalist laws would tolerate. 
Whether this would save the owl from extinction, 
Dwyer said, he couldn't be sure. But unfortunately the 
case wasn't about the owl; it was about following 
proper procedure. Dwyer had no choice. He had to let 
the injunction go and he had to approve the new 
Clinton forest plan — there simply wasn't any opposi- 
tion to it. However, the judge did issue a warning: If 
any element of the plan wasn't put into action, its legal 


standing would crumble and an even more sweeping 
injunction could be in the offing. 

The plan was undermined from the very beginning. 
First of all, the science behind the plan was makeshift. 
It grossly overestimated the number of owls, marbled 
murrelets and salmon in the region and downplayed 
how badly these species would be hurt by the amount 
of logging scheduled by the plan. Then, old-growth 
reserves took a big hit when thousands of acres were 
clearcut as a result of the release of the sales formerly 
protected under the original Dwyer injunction. This 
was followed by the Salvage Rider, signed into law by 
Clinton in 1995, which consigned several thousand 
more acres of old growth to the chainsaw. 

Then the Forest Service got some bad news: 
Planned timber sales in marbled fnurrelet habitat 
in coastal forests were halted by a federal court. 
Instead of canceling the sales and returning the 
down payments to the logging companies, the 
Clinton administration offered rewards of "like 
volume" on non-murrelet forests. This meant that 
the companies were given old growth in the Cas- 
cade Range. Much of this was inside old-growth 
reserves and was prime spotted owl habitat. 

By 1998, the evidence was clear. The Clinton 
plan was driving the owl to extinction much faster 
than the old cutting plans of the Bush era that 
Dwyer had swatted down as illegal. The Forest 
Service's own biologists found that across its range 
the spotted owl was declining at more than eight 
percent per year since the Clinton plan had been 
put into effect. In California, the rate was even 
higher, more than 10 percent per year. But the 
most rapid decline was seen on the Olympic 
peninsula, where the owls, isolated by geographi- 
cal features such as Puget Sound and by millions of 
acres of corporate land clearcut by Weyerhaeuser, 
Simpson, ITT-Rayonier and John Hancock, were 
plummeting at the alarming rate of 12.3 percent 
per year. At that rate, the Olympic peninsula owl 
will be extripated in seven years. Maybe less. 

The owl is not going alone. Marbled murrelet 
populations, doomed by increased cutting on pri- 
vate lands under a clutch of Habitat Conservation 
Plans blessed by Babbitt, may be in even worse 
shape, but their population trends are much more 
difficult to track. Same with the coho salmon and 
runs of sea-run cutthroat trout. Pacific fisher, pine 
marten, red tree voles, bull trout, dozens of sala- 
manders, mollusks and deep forest wildflowers, 
such as the candystick plant, aren't far behind. 

All of this was quite clear more than a year ago, 
and nobody did a thing. In fact, when a lawsuit was 
finally filed by ONRC and 13 other cautious outfits, 
such as Tim McKay's Northcoast Environmental 
Center, they didn't cite the damage done to these 
plants and animals by Clinton's logging plan. In- 
stead, they retreated to familiar procedural argu- 
ments, arguing that the administration had failed to 
survey for many of these species before green light- 
ing logging plans. The suit was so timid that it didn't 
even request an injunction when it was originally 
filed more than a year ago. But when Dwyer got the 
chance, he slammed the Clinton administration 
despite the sheepishness of the lawsuit. Simply put, 
Dwyer castigated the Forest Service and BLM for 
repeatedly violating their own logging plan. 

While the big green groups were pursuing their 
procedural arguments (the surest route to recouping 
your attorneys' fees), the Native Forest Council, Friends 
of Brietenbush Cascades and Chad Hanson were filing 
suit in Dwyer's court asking for a halt to all logging in 
the region. They came armed with powerful evi- 
dence — the Forest Service's own data on the spotted 
owl's rapid decline. This is precisely the kind of in- 
house evidence that Dwyer used to issue his first 
injunction on the owl back in 1989. 

According to Tim Hermach, head of the Eugene- 
based Native Forest Council, his group will soon file a 
motion to have their case consolidated with the 
monitoring case so that Dwyer can use the evidence in 
their brief to expand his injunction across all federal 
forest lands in the spotted owl region. It's about time 
this courageous judge is put in the same courtroom 
with courageous plaintiffs. 
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Winberry treesitter defends Northwest forests abandoned by Clinton. 





by Phil Knight 

In mid-July I had the pleasure of visit- 
ing the Granby River area of south-cen- 
tral British Columbia, an area identified 
by Native Forest Network's Last Refuge 
Campaign as a highly threatened 
roadless region worthy of international 
protection and attention. 

The Granby Provincial Park, created 
in 1995, encompasses much of the 
longest undeveloped watershed re- 
maining in British Columbia's (BC) 
southern interior. The beautiful, clear 
waters of the Granby River flow into 
the Kettle River, which crosses the US/ 

Canadian border three times before 
emptying into the Columbia River. 

However, the headwaters of the Granby 
and Kettle Rivers are in grave danger. Ail virgin water- 
sheds around the park are slated for severe logging. In 
these watersheds the Forest Practices Code allows 
clearcutting up to the edges of small streams. That 
practice (denied to loggers of US national forests) clogs 
streams with sediment and promotes spring flooding 
in BC and US communities. Moreover, most unroaded 
wilderness around the Granby and nearby Gladstone 
Provincial Parks will be roaded and logged by the year 
2003, according to Forest Development plans.There 
areas surround the wild core of the parks and will turn 
into the ever-more-typical degraded landscape of roads, 
clearcuts, landslides and vanishing wildlife. 

Traverse Creek 

The Granby Park's border left out a crucial compo- 
nent: the Traverse Creek area. A spectacular mix of 
canyon, old-growth cedar/hemlock forest, grizzly bear 
habitat and historic native trails, these 1,900 hectares 
form the gateway to Granby. In fact, most visitors to 
Granby never leave the Traverse Creek area, thinking 
they've seen the park. But they haven't, and they 
would be sad to know the wilderness they've enjoyed 
is due for logging by the Pope and Talbot lumber 
company of Portland, Oregon. 

The Traverse Creek area is proposed as a stand-alone 
provincial park which would function as an addition 


Granby River in the Traverse Creek area. 


to the Granby Wilder- 
ness. The PC govern- 
ment has responded to 
pleas for protection 
with an insulting pro- 
posal of a 100-meter 
protected corridor on 
either side of the river. 

David Simm of the 
Friends of Granby En- 
vironmental Society 
and I hiked into the 
Traverse Creek area, 
encountering a black 
bear on the way and 
walking among fantas- 
tic old-growth western 
red Cedar along the 
rushing Granby River. 
We also saw the results 
of a recent landslide 
which originated in 
an old (late '80s) 
clearcut over one ki- 


lometer above the Granby River. The slide de- 
stroyed a small tributary and dumped tons of boul- 
ders and sediment directly into the River. 

The Granby Grizzly 

The Granby wilderness, including the Traverse Creek 
area, is home to the Granby grizzly bear, a small 
population which has adapted to dry-land conditions 
and may be genetically unique. Dr. Brian Horejsi, an 
independent Canadian wildlife scientist and forester, 
recently released a comprehensive report on the 
status of the Boundary-Granby grizzly population 
concluding that these bears are endangered, with no 
more than 30-50 adult bears present. Even though 
grizzlies are no longer legally hunted in the region, 
past and planned logging and roads around the 
protected areas and along the Burrell Creek corridor 
will fragment the bear's habitat impeding migration 
between Granby and Gladstone Parks. For a copy of 
Dr. Horej si's excellent report on the Granby-Gladstone 
grizzly bear population, contact Brian L. Horejsi, 
Western Wildlife Environments Consulting Ltd., POB 
84006, PO Market Mall, Calgary, AB T3A 5C4, Canada. 

The Sinixt Nation 

The Granby Wilderness and all surrounding lands 
are the traditional, unceded territory of the Sinixt 


First Nation, also known as the Arrow Lakes People, 
who in 1956 were wrongly declared "extinct" by the 
Canadian government. The Sinixt have survived di- 
sasters, smallpox epidemics and rampant white greed 
to maintain their lineage and their connection with 
the land. The Granby area contains culturally modi- 
fied trees which show historic human use (stripping 
for bark, etc.) without killing the trees. The Sinixt have 
quietly returned to other parts of their homeland, 
such as the Slocan Valley. For more information 
contact the Sinixt Nation, Gr. 16-C2, Whitelaw, BC 
V0G 2G0, Canada; amt@teleport.com. 

Recommendations from the Granby 
Wilderness Society 

There is a way to make Granby Provincial Park truly 
a park, preserve water quality and grizzly habitat, and 
promote ecotourism in the region. That is to draw 
the boundaries correctly, to give the Traverse Creek 
area the designation of "Goal 2" Protected Area 
under the Kootenay-Boundary Land Use Plan. In- 
terim recommendations to protect a total of only 
100 meters on both sides of the Granby River 
would lead to a ludicrous situation: In the US, a 
reserve of 91 meters on each side of any fish 
bearing stream is part of doing business. 

In addition, Pope and Talbot must discontinue the 
cutting of old-growth forests and start making more 
out of less trees, rather than 2x4s for export, thereby 
creating more jobs. And across the province, the Min- 
istry of Forests must shift its policies away from volume 
driven logging, toward forestry sensitive to ecosystems. 
Finally, the provincial government must enact legisla- 
tion protecting endangered species habitat. 

Maybe then, visitors to Granby or any other BC park 
can feel confident that they are seeing the real thing, 
instead of a park that is not a park but just a pretty 
picture disguising its own ongoing destruction. 

To help protect the Traverse Creek area write to 
Derek Thompson, Land Use Coordination Office, 
POB 9426, Stn. Provincial Government, Victoria, BC 
V8W 9V1, Canada. Also write to Mr. Peter T. Pope, 
Chairman Pope and Talbot Inc., 1500 SW First Ave., 
Portland, OR 97201. 

For more information contact Nadine Dechiron, 
the Granby Wilderness Society, POB 2532, Grand 
Forks, BC V0H 1H0, Canada; (250) 442-8210; 
gws@sunshinecable.CQm, or David Simm, Friends of 
the Granby Environmental Society, POB 1802, Grand 
Forks, BC V0H 1H0, Canada; (250) 442-3556; 
granby@bc.sympatico.com. 


Stop The Swap Continues, 


continued from front page 

They threatened to call off the deal unless the trade could be completed quicker. 
Charlie Raines acceded and began working in secret, with Plum Creek and 
Washington Senators Slade Gorton and Patty Murray, to craft a rider to subvert 
public input. The spending bill and rider passed in October 1998. 

On July 11, the night before the deeds were available to change hands, the CDN 
found a tree, which they named Homestead, on Watch Mountain and began to 
climb. Two treesits were up within 24 hours, and Plum Creek and the Forest Service 
were notified. Meanwhile, Plum Creek employed a sophisticated radar system to 
search their newparcels for endangered marbled murrelets. Birds were found on the 
Green River parcels, and suddenly the deal came to a screeching halt. With the 
exchange on hold, the on-going outreach in Randle went into overdrive, fueled by 
mainstream media from Seattle that had never seen a tree village in Washington. 

A most unlikely love affair has blossomed. On our side, we bathe and change 
before we go into town, we don't steal, and we thoroughly fulfill our vow to a sober 
and drug-free basecamp. In return, we have received such gifts as all the firewood 
and food we can use, a free apartment to serve as an office and an ex-mill worker 
and a local boy scout who spend nights in the trees. The Taidnapum Kowlitchk 
Illahee, original inhabitants, have given us permission to 
occupy the forest to defend it. The locals have formed 
Friends of East Lewis County and have written numerous 
letters, sent a town-wide mailing and have begun a phone 
banking project. The town is beginning to sport purple "Stop 
the Swap" signs in businesses and truck windows. A treesitter/ 
town picnic is planned for the end of the month. No day 
passes without several visitors from town. 

Homestead now bears a 1 20 square-foot "donut" platform 
and via a rubber-wrapped walkway through Sunrise and 
Meditation (the other occupied trees) one arrives at a 64 
square-foot "spider" suspended in mid-air from four ancient 
trees. Taking a cue from the Winberry treesit we have begun 
installation of a water system and have rocket stoves in the 
trees for above-ground, fossil fuel-free cooking. The tree 
village is so popular with locals and powerful in its message 


that the Forest Service was compelled to grant us a Special Use Permit to "occupy 
temporary structures on the ground and in the trees" through October 31. That's 
right, we are the first federally permitted treesit! 

Watch Mountain is not the only Gifford Pinchot National Forest rural sacrifice 
zone. Fossil Creek is the name given to nearly 2,800 acres of incredible multi- 
species, multi-age, midelevation ancient forest doomed to be cut in the current 
legislation. Plum Creek wants out of Green River because the murrelets have 
stopped the cut. We want Watch Mountain and Fossil Creek back. To do so will 
require the classic combination of mainstream groups working the politicians, 
grassroots groups organizing locals and direct action activists in the woods letting 
the corporation know that the deal is not as sweet as it first thought. Fighting a 
timber company known both for exporting more than half of its logs completely 
unprocessed and for a legal team successful at fending off downhill citizens 
washed out by Plum Creek landslides is proving easier than expected. 

There are lots of ways that you can be involved in this incredible campaign. Let 
Plum Creek know some of the things they might face trying to cut Watch 
Mountain or Fossil Creek at 999 3rd Ave., Seattle, WA 98104; (206) 467-3600 . Let 
The Sierra Club, 408 C st. NE, Washington DC 20002; (202) 67 5-6699 know what 
you think of its efforts in conjunction with Plum Creek, the senators and riders. 
Let Senators Patty Murray, USSenate, Washington DC 20510; (202) 224-2621 and 
Slade Gorton, US Senate, Washington DC 20510; (202) 224-3441 know that 
politically weak rural areas are not sacrifice zones for urbanites. 

Titles are targeted for transfer October 31. Land 
exchanges are the timber beast's next wave to un- 
lock ecosystem protections. This is the first volley of 
direct action against them. The alliance between a 
timber town and radical activists is the stuff dreams 
are made of. We need sitters, ground support and in 
town grassroots organizers NOW. Let us introduce 
you to the cutest bunch of elders you could possibly 
| imagine. We might even send you on a ride around 
| town with Francis Looney's father, John, still be- 
| hind the wheel at age 96. 

For information, to send donations or to pur- 
chase a 30 minute video on land exchanges and 
the Watch Mountain treesit contact Cascadia 
Defense Network, POB 718, Randle, WA 98377; 
(360) 497-2333; cdn@chickmail.com. 



Raise your hand if you want the swap to stop. 
Town meeting in Randle, Washington 
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Build A Rocket Stove 


Fuel-Sticks 


by Coyote 


With the world in the state of af- 
fairs it's in and Y2K on the horizon, 
it's a good idea to start searching out 
and using alternative methods of per- 
forming everyday tasks without rely- 
ing on the capitalist infrastructure. 
Cooking is a good example. Instead 
of electric or gas ranges, other op- 
tions are available. Where a fire may 
be unsuitable, a rocket stove could be 
just the item. A rocket stove is a low 
mass, insulated wood burning stove. 

One pound of dry wood releases 
about 8,600 British thermal units 
(Btu) of energy when burned. Trees 
can act like batteries; they store en- 
ergy collected from sunlight! 

Wood is like a battery that has 
been storing energy for decades. By 
using wood efficiently, people can 
cook food using branches and twigs 
instead of split logs. 

Rocket stoves are based on an inge- 
nious combination of principles. The 
combustion chamber is insulated in 
order to keep the fire hot and burn 
the wood more completely, reduc- 
ing smoke from uncombusted fuel. 
Rocket stoves are low mass, robbing 
less heat from the pot. An insulated 
chimney creates a very strong draft 
which helps the wood burn more 
fiercely. Since the stove operates at 
very high temperatures, there is very 
little smoke, and it is possible to 
cook directly over the chimney. 

Supplies needed: one gallon tin 


Drawing #2 


can and lid (#10 can); four soup 
cans; insulated material (wood ash 
or pumice). Tools needed: tin shears; 
can opener; hammer; flathead 
screwdriver; hacksaw; marker. 

Step 1. With the can opener, - 
cut the ends off the soup cans. 
Notice the diameter of the cans. 
Trace the outline of a soup can in 
the middle of the lid of the large 
can. Be sure it's centered. With 
your screwdriver and hammer, 
punch a hole in the lid large 
enough to fit the tin shears into. 
With the tin shears, cut a hole in the 
center of the lid that fits snugly 
around the soup can. 

Step 2. Cut a hole the diameter of 
a soup can in the #10 
can. This is your stove 
body. Cut the hole 
about one and one 
half inches up from 
the bottom of the can 
( se e drawing #2). Use 
*i|f X a marker to draw a 
cutting guide. Turn 
the can on its side and use the hack- 
saw to cut a slot in the can within 
the pattern. Use the screwdriver to 
enlarge the slot and tin shears to cut 
out the hole. You want a snug fit. 

Step 3. In order to assemble the 
chimney and feed chamber, three 
soup cans need to be joined in the 
following way. 

A. Cut a hole in one 
soup can about one 
inch from the bottom. 

Do this in the same 
way you cut the hole 
in the #10 can and at 
the same height so 
that the soup can will 
fit through the #10 
can and into the in- 
ner can (see drawing #3). 

B. With the third can, cut small 
thin slits, close together, around one 
end using tin shears. Don't cut them 
too long. 


Drawing #4 






C. After cutting the end 
of the can, push the 
crimped end into the up- 
per end of the soup can 
with the third hole. 
This forms your chim- 
ney (see drawing #4). 

D. Position the 
chimney and feed 
chamber in 
the stove 
body. 

E. Next fill 
the stove 

body with insulation. 

Wood ash works well. 

Pack it in around the 
soup cans. This serves 
to stabilize the chimney 
and feed chamber. Fill 
the can to about one 
inch below the top (see 
drawing #5). 

Step 4. Now cut 
flanges to support the Drawing #5 
lid of your stove. Using 
the tin shears, cut three flanges about 
one inch long and one inch wide at 
three spots evenly spaced around 
the top of the stove body. Then bend 
them into thecan so they rest on top 
of the insulation. 

Step 5. If the top of your chimney 
extends above the top of the stove, cut 
the top can to the level of the outer 
shell. Then cut three smaller supports 
in the chimney can and bend them 
out towards the shell. This forms the 
support for your lid. Now that the 
body of your stove is completed, fit 
the hole in the lid over the chim- 
ney and down onto the supports, 
covering the insulation. 

Step 6. Next a shelf needs to be 
cut for the feed chamber. Cut your 
fourth can open with tin shears. Cut 
along the seam and pound flat with the 
hammer. When flat, cut out a shelf the 
width of the can extending from the 
stove. Cut slots in the can and slide the 
shelf into the slots (see drawing #6). 


A rocket stove works well because a 
strong draft is created. 

To use the stove: 

Drop kindling in the top and light 
through the feed chamber. As fire 
catches, continue to feed in sticks and 
twigs by laying them in toward the 
fire. Allow the free flow of air under 
the shelf as this provides the draft. 
Your pot is placed on top of the stove 
(see drawing #1). Be sure to allow 
sufficient out flow of hot gases. You 
may need to adjust the height of your 
pot from the surface of your stove or 
cut wider flange slots to allow hot air 
to flow out from the pot. Practice! 
Have fun! Practice building and 
cooking with your rocket stove. 
Consider using a haybox (an 
insulated fireless cooker) as an 
additional step in the cooking 
process. After bringing your pot 
to a boil, seal it in the haybox to 
finish cooking. 

I am proud I was able to contrib- 
ute to the welfare of the forest by 
sending stoves out to the treesitters at 
Winberry and Fall Creek but even 
more proud of the people in the trees 
who took the initiative to stop con- 
suming corporate packaged fuels like 
white gas. Remember, self reliance 
and working closely with your imme- 
diate community is key to surviving. 
Prepare and survive. 

For more information contact 
APROTECH-at (541) 684-8603. 


cut one 
inch slots 
midway in 
opening 



INTERCOM WRENCHING 



by Jen Krill 


As most of you probably know Home Depot is the 
largest retailer of old-growth forest products in the 
world. On the shelves of over 700 stores you can find 
products ripped out of the heart of every major threat- 
ened forest on the planet. 

The 22 percent of the world's remaining old-growth 
forests are home to the majority of the world's cultural 
and biological diversity, and we are losing more and 
more every day. The continued sale of products 
derived from these forests must stop in order to turn 
the tide of mass destruction. For the past year a 
growing coalition of grassroots forest activists have 
put pressure on Home Depot. 

There have been actions at hundreds of Home 
Depots throughout North America, ranging from 
dead rainforest tours to banner hangs and lockdowns. 
Home Depot's response has been a trail of broken 
promises as it tries to lie and greenwash this problem 
away. It tried to fund a Run for the Rainforest. It 
launched a massive Earth Day tree planting cam- 
paign for kids (in their parking lots). And it contin- 
ues to deceive the general public with advertising 
touting their concern about the environment. 

Now is the time for all activists who have been 
keeping the heat on the Depot to take this struggle to 
the hearts and minds of the customer. Let's cut through 


Home Depot's corporate propaganda, and hit it with 
our most powerful weapon — the truth! 

An exciting new tactic is coming of age in this 
campaign: intercom activism. At stores across the 
continent ingenious activists have found ways to 
utilize Home Depot's public announcement (PA) sys-. 
tern to educate customers about rainforest destruc- 
tion. We've heard from sources high up that intercom 
takeovers have been one of the most powerful forces 
in this campaign — so let's notch it up! 

There is a code by which you can use any phone 
in the store. There are usually two or three per aisle, 
but don't forget those out-of-the-way ones in the 
garden center and near the bathrooms in the back. 
For most stores the code is 7# (pause) 80. Some 
stores have changed the code because the tactic 
has been so effective. But this shouldn't stop the 
committed forest defender. 

Since all Home Depots rely heavily upon their PA 
system for announcements, price checks, etc., getting 
the new code is as easy as requesting a price check and 
looking over the employee's shoulder when he punches 
it in. Individuals can also scan the extension lists 
posted near random phones. 

A few pointers to keep your intercom takeovers 
effective: Remember we are confronting Home Depot's 
lies, not its employees. Don't swear. The idea is to 
educate customers, not to offend them. Don't yell. 
Don't run. Leave when asked to leave. Expect to be 
approached by security and ousted from the store. 


Look them calmly in the eye, smile and be polite. 
Know what you want to say. Practice your rap in 
advance. Short pithy announcements are best so that 
you can be quick and do several announcements 
before getting caught. Consider your announcement 
as a performance in which you use tone of voice and 
emphasis on certain words to drive the point home. 
Speak clearly and slowly no matter how nervous you 
are. Be prepared to cut it short when security ap- 
proaches. Act as if you belong in the store. For some of 
us this may mean dressing up. Gather props to help 
you look like a shopper. Remain calm. Don't allow 
yourself to be provoked. Be on your best activist 
behavior, be careful and have fun. 

By coordinating a small group posing as shoppers 
you can spread out around the store. Individuals can 
make an announcement whenever timely, then 
quickly and discreetly move away. You can really raise 
quite a ruckus before security finally boots you all. 

If busted by Home Depot security act politely, but let 
them know that you feel their customers have a right 
to know the truth about Home Depot's business 
practices. If they ask you to leave and you don't, you 
may be risking arrest. Often times it is effective to 
bring some leaflets so that after you've been kicked out 
you can flyer. Once you've saturated the store and 
been booted out, head on to the next one and start 
over. If you live in an urban area you should be able to 
hit several stores in a couple of hours. Have fun! 

For questions, insights or collaborative measures 
contact the Old-Growth Campaign at the Rainforest 
Action Network, 221 Pine Street Suite 500, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94104; (415) 398-4404; jkrill@ran.org. 
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Broken Solidarity in San Luis 

continued from page 3 

We all become afraid at times. Fear is a major obstacle to any revolution. Be 
it fear of death, change or just losing simple comforts. People seemed afraid that 
day of making the commitment to actually be arrested when they knowingly 
walked on that mountain. Also, there was a fear of losing the connection they 
felt they made with the workers. Moreover, there was a fear that things would 
return to a violent situation. Some were afraid to face the community and their 
friends because they felt they let them down by not opposing certain decisions. 
Fear is a natural part in any action and becomes a problem when we let it control 
our actions. 

Police use intimidation at almost every action. We try to combat this by 
discussing past incidents to 
better prepare ourselves for 
the future. Aside from the 
intimidation given on this 
occasion in the form of vio- 
lent pain-compliance tac- 
tics, risk of arrest, etc., there 
was a new one that few of 
us have had to deal with. 

Intimidation came from 
within our own group. Ris- 
ing out of some people's 
fears around these new con- 
nections, a subtle form of 
intimidation appeared in 
ways to ~keep the group 
from discussing the com- 
munity, La Sierra and all 
the amazing species whose 
existence depends on stop- 


ping the pillage of the area. Instead, the discussion remained devoted toward 
scab workers. This was accomplished by inviting the loggers to join our 
consensus process. Loggers that were asked to join the process by radical anti- 
industrial logging activists. 

Most activists believe they come to San Luis to support cross-cultural commu- 
nity organizing, to protest logging and to be on the frontlines in defense of La 
Sierra. It seemed that day, some felt there was a better tactic to take by 
organizing the loggers, also. Why then, didn't these activists stay? Especially if 
these loggers touched people and changed the face of frontline activism for 
some, forever. Nothing changed for the people here. The people who have been 
here, will remain here and will keep fighting, until the mountain is once again 
commons and the injustices to this area are stopped. 

San Luis activists who remain here realize that whenever we work on a 

campaign we need to be true 
to ourselves, our boundaries 
and beliefs. To get involved 
because we can remain true 
to our commitments, not be- 
cause we're action junkies. 
We must stand strong and 
speak out to what we feel no 
matter how tired, in shock 
or against the group we are 
because we'll never know 
when it'll be the biggest mis- 
take of our life not to do so. 
Lastly, to always respect the 
land, species, allies and 
people we fight for. Without 
that we are no better than 
the greedy bastards who are 
destroying the splendor that 
surrounds us. 


Taylor Ranch Chances Hands 

For Sale: Taylor Ranch; 54,000 acres in the beautiful Sangre de Cristos; pinyon-juniper, spruce, 
ponderosa and a 14,000-foot mountain; wonderful views and lots of elk; you can walk all over the 
local people; sunny days and lots of chili verde; $15 million, price negotiable. What a bargain! 

Yes, Zachary Taylor has sold the Taylor Ranch for a reported $13.5 million to Western 
Properties Investors (WPI). Little is know of this company, however, Lou Pai who purchased 
23,000 acres from Taylor Ranch in 1997 is thought to be involved. Yet it is difficult to determine 
the real owners since Lou Pai's law firm sits on the board of this new company. 

WPI has stated it wants to bp "good neighbors," but has only opened a limited dialogue with 
the community. What are their real intentions and why do they have only lawyers on their 
board? The communities of the Culebra River have an unsure future ahead with this mysterious 
company. The activists of Ancient Forest Rescue can only wait, continue organizing and prepare 
legal action that may shut down the logging. La lucha sigue! 

For more information contact Ancient Forest Rescue at POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152; (719) 
672-3012; afr@amigo.net. 

— Ancient Forest Rescue 

V J 


Torture in Guerrero 


continued from page 1 

The contractual arrangement also 
allowed the company to avoid liabil- 
ity for any violations of local envi- 
ronmental laws, which are rarely 
enforced. Workers would earn $4.75 
a day (one-thirtieth of what they 
would pay workers in the US) to cut 
and deliver logs to Boise Cascade. 

Because of scant capacity in the 
region for research and data collec- 
tion, it is difficult to report the full 
impacts of logging on local 
biodiversity. However, it is safe to 
say that in forest ecosystems with 
such high degrees of species diver- 
sity and endemism, large-scale log- 
ging almost always leaves a destruc- 
tive legacy. 

One of the problems was the im- 
pacts of logging on local water sup- 
plies. The region's poor farmers, 
campesinos, depend on the availabil- 
ity of water, which requires healthy 
forests upstream in the hills above 
their fields. Many farmers opposed 
signing the iogging contracts out of 
fear for their access to water. Once 
supplies began to diminish, people 
found themselves with less and less 
water for growing food, cooking, 
washing clothes, dishes and them- 
selves and even for drinking. As a 
result, community opposition be- 
came more visible, and so did the 
government's repression. 

One of the people singled out for 
repression, Rodolfo Montiel Flores, 
has been a leading critic of the log- 
ging. Rodolfo is a campesino. He 
owns no land and must work on 
other people's land to support his 
family. They live in a small village 
called El Mameyal, where their tin- 
roofed shack rests along a dirt road 
with other similar dwellings. These 
are the people whose lives were to 
be enriched by new foreign invest- 
ment, ’but instead they found na- 
ture being extracted. 

Rodolfo united other campesinos 


together with ecologists from along the 
coast to form a local organization, 
Ecologistas de la Sierra de Petatlan. They 
protested to the legal authorities, lodg- 
ing their official complaints about what 
was happening and how local environ- 
mental laws were being violated, and 
requested action. Locals would travel 
for hours down from the mountains to 
the coastal towns to look for support 
and to show up at the 
and governmento] 
reported their cla 
knew aboi 
de Petatlan; 
volatile every day. 
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recognition for his achievements, he is 
now being brutally punished for his ac- 
tions. Although he never received any 
assistance from abroad while the logging 
was happening, he needs support from 
the international community now. 

Since the logging ended, armed men 
have threatened Rodolfo several times 
at public forums and even in front of 
newspaper reporters. For the past year, 
Boise Cascade's local contractors have 
called for Rodolfo's arrest. They accused 
him of trafficking weapons and narcot- 
ics and even being a member of an "eco- 
irriRa organization." 
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g clothes with a friend on 
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„ — was tor- 

tured with electric shock and beaten 
still more. He has been denied adequate 
medical treatment for his wounds. He 
also has to. pay for his food and water. 
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Ultimately, water-starved communi- diately after his arrest, local contractors 
ties took direct action against the log- tried to restart logging, but, so far, com- 



environ- 

tumed them to the communities. In mental, human rights, campesino and 
early 1998, Boise Cascade suspended its other groups have begun a national 
contracts, citing that it could no longer campaign for Rodolfo's immediate re- 
rely on a dependable supply of logs lease. In the US, the American Lands 
from the region. The cessation of log- Alliance and the International Forum 
gingwasamajorcitizens'victoryagainst on Globalization are raising intema- 

itional tional support for his release. 
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Rodolfo's story highlights a num- 
of issues that the international 
vironmental movement faces, yet 
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ing the value of these lands. 

2. Globalization and the environ- 
ment: Up until now, NAFTA's envi- 
ronmental story was the toxic mess 
on the border. What has yet to be 
recognized is how this same process 
of trade expansion and economic 
integration is fueling the destruc- 
tion of Mexico's forests. 

3. Corporate responsibility: As US 
companies abandon clearcut lands 
and poison communities in the US, 
they increasingly shop for jurisdic- 
tions where environmental and la- 
bor regulatory burdens are lighter. 
Under current imbalanced rules, new 
foreign investment is extracting 
wealth from local host communi- 
ties, rather than creating real im- 
proved living standards. 

4. Human rights and the environ- 
ment: Rodolfo's story reveals two 
iiriportant relationships between 
the two issues: How environmental 
destruction itself can lead to hu- 
man rights violations, as in this case 
with access to water, and direct vio- 
lent repression against people who 
are defending the natural environ- 
ment. In a terrifying global trend 
visible from California's redwood 
forests to the Niger Delta, individu- 
als who attempt to protect the envi- 
ronment are becoming the targets 
of brutal repression. 

5. Poor people and the environ- 
ment: Rodolfo's accomplishments 
challenge the stereotype that poor 
people do not care about the envi- 
ronment and that they are one of its 
greatest destroyers. Here we see that 
it is often the poorest of people who 
rely on a healthy environment. 

For more information contact 
Pat Rasmussen, American Lands 
Alliance, 726 7th Street SE, Wash- 
ington DC; (509) 548-7640; 
prasmussen@igc.apc.org or 
Silvestre Pacheco Leon (speaks 
only Spanish), Mar Muerto, # 87 
Colonia Infonavit, La Parota, CP 
40880 Zihuatenejo, Guerrero, 
Mexico; (52) 7-554-4205; 554- 
4228 (fax). 
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RELATIVELY PRECIOUSSS 


I AwokE Iast Niqk STANdiNq iN tIhe Middle of a cIearcut 

ON A MOUNTAiNsidE fAR (ROM CAMp, 

ANd AMidsT tIie WAiliNq & MOANiNq of Iost souls iN tLie full MOONliqkr, 
I fouNd a diAMONd qliTTERiNq on tIhe qROUNd. 


DAMMiT. 


For vvTien I picked iT up I was NOThiNq Iess tIhan AsrouNdEd to see 
rr ItAd becoME a man: 

A fulkjROWN man wrrh a ckniNSAW iN bis bANd. 

> J* 

I dRopped iT. 


WHISKEY AND MOONBEAMS 


Niqkrs, WASTEd Niqkrs 
CllASiNq MOONbeAMS ON COUNTRY ROAds 
Whiskey cRAzed ANd visioN dAzed 
SoldiERS, AVENqERS of MURdEREd TREES 

RuNNiNq TbRouqb tIie souls 

TwisdNq ANd TURNiNq iN tLie Niqkrr 

FloATiNq TftRouqb tTte woodeN skeleroNs 

HEARiNq tHe SCREAMS of TREES 

The NiqlfT sky turns iwo a qlow 

The dAy bmNqs aU rite EvideNCE 

But tLie Niqkr comes AqAiN f j./ 

Lost bur content 

Our MESSAqe sent 

In Iher name. 


UNTITLED 


Now Iet iT not be sAid tHat I am not a fool, 

ANd I'm sure you'll aqree whir me wTiat a sroopiT ThiNq I doNE, 

Wimk ; jt. 

1 picked up ANOTbER one. 

Dukdino. , jfft 


EAcb dAy 1 carry w’rrb me 

A SCANNER 
biNOCulARS 
TApE RECORdER 
CAMERA 
CAMOuflAqE 


ANd NEXT TbiN' 
STUck iN A WOl 


as IrrrlE oIe weiRd me, 

UNEMployEd loqqERS ANd ZERO TREES. 


Wbo am I ikvr I should live This WAy? 


One SAid t< 
The otTier s 
ANd ThEy bi 


Biq MouNTAiN, 


I TENd The Rock 
I pIantHie corn 
I chop The wood 

I qATbER ThE MEdiciNE 

F : 

I pRAy 

I SWEAT . i 


iiN, TREE-huqqiN fAqAss hippies, 


They chopped me iNTO MillioNS of pieces, 

bur iNSTEAd of blood & qurs strewn EVERywhERE, 

My EVER-SO dETAcIlEd EyEbAlls WERE AMAZfd TO SEE 


Wolves 

ARE NATivE TO This plACE. 


We 

will NEVER bE 
unIess WE QUiT 
TRyiNq to chANqE 
iNTO SOMEplACE el 


diAMONds. 

DiAMONds, diAMONds ANd MORE diAMONds: 

MillioNS upoN billioNS upON TRillioNs upoN zillioNS of diAMONds. 


TItat eat Them qRANdchildREN? 

The ANSWER TO ThAT QUESTiON 
MASQUERAdES AS A SECRET 
In Hie lANd wheRE Neroes, art 
I s ike lifesTylE of choice 


As fouR UNEMployEd loqqERS EyEbAlls qleAMed iN AsroNishMENT upoN The moonIrn 
diAMONd MOUNTAiN, 

The WAiliNq ANd The MOANiNq iN The wiNd beqAN. 

ThE Rrst loqqeR picked up The biqqesT diAMONd AROUNd. 

The OThER sNATchEd iT out of his hANd, 

ANd ThEy boTh becAME trees. 


Henry Bruse 


Bo#*eep 


ANd aU The diAMONds becAME bAbies: 

MillioNS upoN billioNS upON TRillioNs upoN zillioNs of bAbies, 
aU pukiNq ANd shiniNq ANd scREAMiNq ANd dyiNq ANd RoniNq 
iN a SQuiRMiNq, fesTERiNq heAp. 


THERE'S A GHOST IN THE POOL 


iN Ramse/s OwyoN 

A MEMORY °f A qoldEN EAqif 

, 

TOO WET TO fly. 

Save The water 
Save The sikNCE 

Like The viNCA in Ramse/s 
Canyon 

SiERRA ViSTA SpRAwliNq OVER 

Save The water 
Save The silENce 


■ThEN I wokE up, 
bENEATh A full MOON, 

iN The MiddlE of a cIearcut. 


Over The dESERT qRiNqo Huqhes 

CRa(t pERSiSTENT as tkiNkiNq; 
loud AS A chuRch whispER 
Save The water 
Save tHe sIIence 


CRAsshoppeR A.k.A. V-Kelly 


SMokE iRAils fAdiNq. Follow ThE 
MiliTARy money ThRouqh The AiR to 
T hE polluTEd qROUNdwATER 

Save ThE water 

» 

Save The sHence 

TurtIe 


Send poems to Warrior Poets Society, ASUC Box 361, Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 



continued from page 3 
Dear diarrhea brain stems (dbs/SFB), 

INK, INK, INK. That's the sound of more 
fruitless words scratching across news- 
print. Specifically the Lughnasadh edito- 
rial. Who wants to make the world rel- 
evant to EF!, or EF! relevant to the world! 
You all should think a lot more about who 
your audience is. It's not the majority of 
working class and poor people — it's the 
youth and people who are 
already psyched to 
fight hard for the 
lands they 
love — or just 
for the hell of 
it. 

There are no 
"realistic alterna- 
tives" to industri- 
alism. Most of us 
do know enough 
about what revolution entails 
and how hard it will be. Community orga- 
nizing? The editorial talks about the Black 
Panthers and Young Lords — brave people, 
but failed experiments and poor role mod- 
els. Besides we now face a very different 
world — and time is relevant for the spe- 
cies that are dying and the system that 
threatens to take most of us down with it. 

If generals are always fighting the last 
war... activists always debate the past and... 
the wrong mistakes. To actually prevent war 
or to envision possible futures takes a lot 
more creative effort and risk than simply 
whining... and "keeping busy" reaching out 
to people so downtrodden they shovel 
McDonalds into their mouths with all the 
gusto of a retirement home cafeteria. 

Many treesits in the Northwest struggle 
joyously to overcome the movement's per- 
ceived problems with social concerns and 
cultural insensitivity. They are building 
community with their wildness in the wild. 
They are practicing anarchy and redefin- 
ing both environmentalism and the mean- 
ing of community. We warmly welcome 
poor people in the cities to come experi- 
ment with us in a real community. All we 
have to offer the cities is sanctuary when 
the system finally collapses from its sick- 
ness and the lack of community on which 
it was built. Hurry — for all of our sakes. 

— Tree-Frog and Zittsy 


the natural, he strides like a colossus. Out 
of the natural world birdsong, trees, wind, 
rain, bear grunts and wolf howls. At least 
that's what the poet is capable of; yet few 
do it successfully or well — especially to- 
day. It's almost as if poets who do are a 
kind of throwback — look at John Clare — 
self-taught, the 'Peasant Poet' — who spent 
most of his time wandering the fields 
listening to birds, then the end of his life 
in an insane asylum. Or Robinson 
Jeffers — like Clare famous for 
15 minutes, then studi- 
ously ignored by the in- 
telligentsia — the soci- 
ety of the powerful. 
Jeffers' sin wasn't that 
he wrote about nature, 
but that his politics 
were anti-war — at a 
time when almost every- 
body else was getting be- 
hind the war effort (this was WW 
II). Robert Frost managed to get it right, 
but later suffered a period of disfavor 
when the rest of society became anti- 
war — the intelligentsia, anyway. 

The poetry of these three "throwbacks” 
is still popular — when it is accessible. And 
access is determined by publishers, teach- 
ers, critics with their own agenda. What 
made these poets so popular and gave 
them their authority? Simply this — they 
were keen observers of the natural world, 
and it shows in their poetry. And since we 
are losing the natural world more and 
more each day, there is a nostalgia for 
what people miss from their lives. Of course 
if you never had it you can't miss it, and 
that's the weakness of nature poetry — as 
nature disappears it loses context. And art 
without context is just pretty pictures on 
a museum wall somewhere — hardly some- 
thing that affects your daily life. 

So — what's Earth First! to a poet? Simply 
a refreshing view of things, an ability to 
imagine what it would be like without the 
cement, without the asphalt. An attitude 
that it's not only o.k. to dream about these 
things, but to work out ways of actualizing 
them. Earth Firstl's visionary edge is what's 
missing from much of what's being writ- 
ten today. 

— Dennis Fritzinger 



Dear Journalistas, 

I read David Rovics' 
article in the recent 
Journal and would like 
to point out that po- 
etry is important to the 
movement too. I am 
submitting the follow- 
ing response. 

The Power of Poetry 

I. What's poetry to an Earth 
Firstler? II. What's Earth First! 
to a poet? 

I. Earth First! calls itself a 
movement, and movements 
need cultural glue. Poetry, 
songs and graphics are all 
forms of cultural glue. Fur- 
thermore, as Steve Steel 
puts it, a movement with- 
out leaders relies heavily on 
symbols to keep everyone going in 

the same direction, i.e. moving. The pro- 
duction, use and ownership of symbols 
thus becomes extremely important. A line 
or image that sticks in the mind of every- 
one that hears it becomes part of a shared 
reality and hence, identity. 

II. Poets have traditionally participated 
in social movements; this we know. The 
poet either tries to articulate the 
movement's goals or philosophy, in which 
case he might simply function as a propa- 
gandist, or else use the fact of those goals 
as material to write his poems from. The 
first is an act of architecture; the second 
way, an act of singing. Yet no poet stands 
alone, outside the natural world. With 
one foot in the cultural and the other in 


EF!, 

In your recent publication, Litha, I no- 
ticed in the letter to editor section images 
of Native Americans. Another thing I no- 
'ticed was the ab^pce of 
womyn natives and 



the domi- 
nance of male im- 
ages. I felt truly sad- 
dened with this obser- 
vation. In a straight, 
white, male-run society, 
it is disturbing to see the 
dominance of males to carry 
over to representing other 
than the white norm. Maybe womyn Na- 
tive American images are not as readily 
available — but question why. Who wrote 
the books the images were taken from? 
Who influenced the writer? What gender 
was the person who picked the images? 
Who edited the pages? Was the absence of 
womyn images even noticed? Why or 
why not? These are all important ques- 
tions to ask — for the producers of the 
Journal — and for readers. 

As a womyn in our society and as a 
womyn activist, I feel the effects of this 
misrepresentation and lack of equal re- 
spect. While others may never think twice 
of the non-representation of womyn na- 


tives (or in other areas) I feel it has a 
personal and societal effect on womyn as 
a whole. This lack of recognition of womyn 
continues to show how ingrained sexism 
truly is and how much we all need to be 
aware of such issues. Until womyn are 
equally represented and acknowledged — 
then there will continue to be sexism 
within our society. As long as there is 
sexism (or racism, speciesism, homopho- 
bia, ageism, fat-phobia, etc.) Earth will 
never be liberated. 

— Chelsea Lincoln 

Editor's note: I agree it's necessary to keep an 
unbiased mind frame especially when reporting 
news, but the ratio of men towomen in the Litha 
issue is equal except for the one SFB page. Your 
sentence regarding "lack of recognition" is in- 
correct; many of the pictures show women on 
the frontlines. I think women's issues are really 
important and we should cover them. But I also 
think we need to analyze letters and articles 
without bias instead of readily agreeing because 
of the PC expectations. Please try to judge the 
publication as a whole and not 
just by making generaliza- 
tions based on one page. 

By the way, the pictures 
came from a book pub- 
lished in the late 
1800’s. Artists please 
send us graphics. 

—AG 

Dear Friend, 

I saw recent Ani- 
mals Agenda and was 
impressed about your 
organisation. I am a vet 
surgeon practicing in Sri 
Lanka. We have lots of prob- 
lems in clearing of wilderness. 

I am sending some copies of 
paper cuttings so you would be 
able to read them. We have a 
wild area called Rumassela— a 
beautiful hill in Southern part 
of the island. It has very rare 
medicinal plants. Even though the news- 
papers of our native language have ex- 
posed that it is being destroyed, the gov- 
ernment hasn't yet declared that as a 
strictly protected area. It is not yet de- 
clared as a protected area even. We may 
lose those plant varieties forever. 

Hotel at Ambuluwawa 

The Ambuluwawa hill is protected under 
the soil Conservation Act since 1968 and is 
located at Gampola. The construction of a 
hotel was commenced in March 1997 with- 
out obtaining EIA, with the blessing of the 
Minister of Forest and Agriculture. As this 
is located within the protected area under 
the Soil Conservation Act it should have 
gone through the EIA procedure. 

Golf Course, Hotel and Air Strip Project 
At Pelawatta 

This project consists of a 27- hole course, 
150-room hotel and an air strip in 
Pelwwatta. When a sugar factory was in- 
augurated, they took over the jungle 
where elephants were living, reasoning 
that people are more important than el- 
ephants. In mid-1980 amid reports of 
large scale killing of elephants with bull- 
dozers to excavate and cover carcasses. 
Now over 80 elephants have been killed. 
Now they have decided to have golf course 
and a 150-room hotel in 500-acre land in 
this area. 

We would be grateful if you can inter- 
vene in these projects. You may suggest 
that you can boycott our tea, ready made 
garments or whatsoever things you like. 
Addresses are given below. 

H. E. President C. Cumaratunge, Presi- 
dential Secretariat, Colombo. 1, Sri Lanka; 
fax 0094333 703; Leader of the Opposition 
Mr. Ranil Wickeramsinghe, Office of the 
leader of the opposition, Parlimentary 
complex, Sri Jayawardenapura, Kotte, Sri 
Lanka. 

Thanking you, 

— K. Sarlte 


Dear EF! Journal, 

Almost everything around us is becom- 
ing irrelevant and obsolete to our sur- 
vival. This is particularly true of ideas and 
'alternative' movements for change. It's 
really simple — the goals and tactics — what 
we have to do: save as much as we can or 
we all die! 

Radical change was the only hope for 
peaceful change. Moderates had their 
chance and blew it. They misled people 
about the difficulties ahead and the sac- 
rifices necessary for effective non-vio- 
lent revolution. No longer will the 'tick- 
ing-clock' or youth and passion be ig- 
nored. Our Love for Earth inspires our 
Rage to defend it. 

We fight for an end to industrial tech- 
nology, the abolition of large businesses 
and governments, and the drastic reduc- 
tion of global consumption. Whatever is 
left of the ruins, we can recycle and share. 
All we need is food and shelter... and 
there are enough buildings and shelter 
already built. The only big problems we 
face are the government's armed might 
and our own doubts. 

To counter the military threat 
there needs to be a large migration 
of people to sympathetic regions 
and counties of low population 
where we can win all the elec- 
tions and mobilize people 
power. Militant underground al- 
lies will serve as a deterrent to 
attack from outside forces. Lim- 
ited acts of sabotage against 
powerlines, corporate eco-rap- 
ers and the transportation sys- 
tem will make it clear that we 
are capable of defending our 
choices. This strategy is 
called Eco-Social De- 
fense. To counter our 
doubts we have to be 
honest about the future 
we face and our limited 
possibilities. You can hide and 
whimper, do support for the radicals, or 
join us in the night as we work our craft. 
Make yourself relevant! Do something real. 
If healers and moderates sit on the side- 
lines there will be more violence than 
there should be. 

Self defense is not violent — it's morally 
required. So, tighten up your belt and puff 
up your courage. There's still a place for 
individuals to stand up for hope. On the 
frontlines on a stormy night... as you 
unbolt the powerline tower, plug that 
culvert or burn down some condo... spray 
paint the ELF logo and know that you are 
sending a message about how much you 
love the wilderness and Her ways. Express 
your feelings... arm your desires! In or- 
ganic revelry — 

We say fight for this Earth!!! 

— Communique: Solstice '99 
ELF Coastal Mountain Base 

Dear Earth First!, 

I wrote to you in the past and you were 
kind enough to print my letter and I hope 
you will print this one also. I have read 
Earth First! several times and I am very 
concerned about all the issues in it. It is 
very rare to have someone to talk about 
‘such matters to. So, if there is someone out 
there who would like to write me about 
such things and try to build a friendship it 
would be greatly appreciated. I have very 
little contact with the outside world. I 
thank you for your help. 

Yours truly, 

— Manuel Pardo Jr. #1 1983 
Union Correctional Institution 
P Dorm P-1-1-12-5 
POB 221, Raiford, Florida 32083 

Dear SFB, 

Are you a Wild Human Animal or are 
you in the Zoo? Global has become local. 
Survival of the Wild Human Animal is an 
urgent issue. The Zoo's cage has now grown 
to encompass almost all of the humanly 
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inhabitable areas of the planet. Some cul- 
tures are being held captive by gun point. . . 
others by TV and a numbing, electric 
buzz. Government and corporation are 
the zookeepers... and they are buying up 
the last of the planet's unprotected wild 
animal refuge lands, where human and all 
other animals can live in harmony with 
the land under Natural Law. 

We, who have been fortunate enough, 
by whatever means, to escape the Zoo, are 
the last of the wild Human Animals, 
scarcely surviving on the fringe... on the 
very verge of extinction. If we are caged, 
the voice for all endangered plants and 
animals is lost, subjecting them to 
clearcutting and unnatural life within the 
inharmonious cultural law of the zoo. 

We, who have not been ^ 

numbed, dumbed, or 
gunned out of our hu- 
man animal in- * 
stincts, are obligated 
to come together 
and make a stance 
to protect the only 
free, inhabitable 
land still beyond 
the confines of the 
Zoo. 'Survival of all 
wild plants and 
animals is at 
stake. We cannot 
succumb to the 
cancer of the 
Zoo's cultural 
law, which is 
spreading ram- 
pantly over planet earth. 

We, who are still wild and barely dodg- 
ing the bars of the cage, are at the tail end 
of evolution... and the front end of revolu- 
tion. Time is of the essence. We must unite 
and act now. Are you a wild human animal... 
or are you in the Zoo? 

— Zelda Moon 

Dear fabulous EF!J, 

I would like to congratulate and thank 
Errol Schweizer for a truly excellent and 
conscious article highlighting "13 Tips for 
Activists." As self-labeled "activists," we 
pride ourselves on being aware of the 
atrocities from which others avert their 
eyes and ears. Unfortunately, this kind of 
awareness may come at the expense of our 
self-awareness. While great conviction and 
energy may come from this imbalance, 
our message becomes just as misdirected 
and unheard. Changing minds is a tough 
job, and Errol points out that it comes 
much more easily when we align our- 
selves with others rather than immedi- 
ately framing events as conflicts. 

Thanks, 

— Scott Murray 

EF!J, 

1 must sound off, with all due respect, 
about the pathetic article on the 
Taylor Ranch action and poor 
journalism in the last issue. I 
was a part of the action, 
indeed. I was one of the six 
men arrested and jailed in 
the horrible Costilla 
County slammer for tres- 
passing on Taylor Ranch. 

Who the hell is "Red at 
Rockstarr?" C'mon, identify 
yourself. Who are you, 

"Red," to write a fluff piece 
that completely misrepresented 
the situation and local feelings that came 
out of the action? Did Barry Clausen write 
that bullshit? It sure has served to be 
divisive to the movement. Maybe "Red" 
felt that the action was beautiful and that 
he/she really got through to the white 
loggers from Idaho who are clearcutting 
La Sierra and who the local subsistence 
farmers want out of Colorado immedi- 
ately. What ever happened to fire in this 
movement? What ever happened to the 
hardcore? As outsiders, you don't com- 



promise with out-of-state loggers who are 
strongly opposed by local activists and 
residents. You don't invite them in to 
your consensus circle. You fight them off 
until they're gone and the forest is safe! 
Period. I know that these loggers were 
claiming that Zack Taylor was cheating 
them and they weren't making any money. 
What bullshit that you swallowed. Do you 
really think they'd still be out there work- 
ing if they weren't making any money? 
Hell no. They lied to you to get sympathy 
and it worked; you weak suckers. As for 
those of us arrested as we stood firm in 
defense of La Sierra, we are now facing 
criminal charges and fines and must travel 
long distances to face the judge in San 
Luis. Had you stuck with the agreed-upon 
plan to stuff the jail we would have 
likely been all released and not had to 
face the l«gal hassles that now inter- 
fere with our activism elsewhere. 

So much for solidarity. The EF.'f 
seriously erred in not printing 
the piece written by Kimba of 
AFR that told the real story 
of this action. Shame, very 
bad journalism. If there are 
two perspectives on an issue 
you cover them both, side 
to side in the paper. This 
was not done by the editors 
and was a hard slap to San 
Luis. I had breakfast with a 
local chicano farmer/activist 
the day after the action. He 
thought EF! was weak and out-of-line 
to be making friends with loggers the 
locals had been trying to run out of town. 
Great outreach for EF! with diverse com- 
munities, huh? To those of you who 
thought the Taylor Ranch action was a 
breakthrough I urge you to call AFR and 
ask them. A primary rule of roving activ- 
ism should be that you never take it upon 
yourself to change the tactics used by local 
activists. For you may do more damage 
than help. Anyone who was a part of the 
action who wants to help cover legal costs 
for the San Luis six should send money to 
AFR in San Luis. It's the least you can do. 

— Daniel Patterson 

Dear Friends, 

As someone who was up on "the moun- 
tain" at the post RRR action, I am not'in 
agreement with the title that the Journal 
gave to Rockstarr's piece. I do not feel "I 
made friends" with the loggers that day. I 
feel I was able to put some biases aside and 
have some dialogue. 

I have never before in all my years as an 
activist taken such a beating after an 
action. For the record, I stand strongly 
behind my decision that day to leave. 
And yes — it was the hardest damn thing 
as an activist I have ever done. What is 
important to me is that we reached our 
identified, consensed upon goals. 
1) Stop logging for the day. 2) 
Get local people to the action. 
3) Get media coverage. All of 
these goals were obtained. 
No, I didn't fall for "logger 
sympathy" or "the oldest 
trick in the book — psy- 
chological warfare." 
With our goals accom- 
plished, I saw no use in 25 
more people prying into the 
system by going to jail. 

I will probably never be friends with 
a logger. But I want to have government 
agencies, corporations and their owners 
and rich landowners as my targets from 
now on. I am sorry for all of the bad 
feelings that are circulating from that day. 

I am also sorry to hear folks say they didn't 
participate in making the decision to leave 
when they did. I truly believe that one 
should not judge when a person chooses 
to unlock or not. That day I yielded to 
those whose decision it truly was to make 
the lockdown. I also think it is unfair for 
those who were not there to judge either. 


It makes me sad that people are ashamed 
of what they did on that mountain that 
hot July day. We are a movement of people 
and people are fallible — on all sides. I 
understand and respect people's disap- 
pointment, and I hope we can learn from 
each other and move on. 

The bottom line to me is I want a 
revolution, and I believe that when it 
happens it will come from the working 
class not solely from a bunch of white- 
middle class activists. It's time we start 
putting some of the blame and hatred 
behind us and build. bridges where we 
can even if just for one day. 

— Cathie Berrey 

Dear San Luis friends, 

I love all you folks and appreciate all 
the hard work you have done. But wit- 
nessing the Ronde action has compelled 
me to write an honest critique. If the 
goal of the action was to shut down 
logging for one day, then congratula- 
tions. If you are serious about long-term 
effective CD techniques, you blew a 
golden opportunity for a blockade. The 
first problem was in not emphasizing 
enough that the enemy is not hard work- 
ing blue collar workers — namely loggers 
and haulers. Apparently new, uniniti- 
ated activists locked down to logging 
trucks. Other fresh activists as well as 
experienced ones were all part of the 
process that came to the decision to 
unlock from the trucks. Several new ac- 
tivists explained to me how the activists 
had a bonding experience with the work- 
ers. The workers convinced the crowd of 
activists that they should unlock be- 
cause they were only hurting the work- 
ers, not Taylor. "We made a connec- 
tion," one guy told me. "That's great," 1 
explained, "but just because you did 
some fine outreach doesn't mean you 
should stop doing your job. They 
aren't going to stop doing their 
job." "But we discovered that they 
are not the enemy," he returned. 

So at this point I announced to the 
group by the tripod, "1 don't know 
of any forest campaign where the 
workers are our enemy. They are 
being exploited as well. You need 
to remember our opponent is the 
land owner, the government, the 
corporate controllers not the 
workers. We need to make 
connections with the work- 
ers, but we need to stop or 
slow down the destruction 
while doing outreach." So 
let's keep our focus and be 
serious about what it is we want 
to accomplish. 

If the activists had remained 
locked down all day, we could 
have set up another tripod or 
other blockade structures in 
the same area to sustain the 
blockade after the activists 
tired and needed to unlock. More 
people would have stayed to help out 
this campaign if we could have sustained 
a blockade. Now you have fewer people, 
fewer resources. 

When I see actions like this, it makes me 
wonder why we do CD at all. Maybe we 
should have let the locals alone to handle 
matters in their own way. When we cease 
to be effective, we need to re-evaluate our 
ways and make necessary adjustments. 

Sorry for being so harsh, but I feel it is 
necessary. It seems you are making the same 
mistakes you made in September of '96. 

— Crusty 

Dear SFB, 

I just wanted to take a minute and give 
a message to the movement regarding 
my feelings surrounding the post RRR 
action. The basic gist of my sorrow and 
frustration is due to folks coming hene 
and treating it like a campaign some- 
where else. During the RRR (and various 


other gatherings) we continually discuss 
diversity in the movement and how to 
create it and how the San Luis campaign 
is achieving that in various forms. But I 
wish to ask you, as was asked of me after 
the action: Do people in the movement 
find more solidarity with loggers from 
Idaho and Oregon (who in the past have 
tried to kill people and called the people 
of San Luis dirty fucking Mexicans — 
these aren't nice guys) rather than soli- 
darity with the six of us in jail and the 
people who live and survive in the San 
Luis valley? So how do we achieve diver- 
sity in the movement when our solidar- 
ity lies with racist Anglos who in order to 
feed their families in another bioregion 
take the food from the mouths of a 
people that have been here for over 150 
years. Someone said Judi Bari would be 
proud of what was done that day — well 
this isn't northern California it is south- 
ern Colorado, and the locals aren't the 
loggers. The locals are Chicano with a 
proud and rich heritage in this valley 
where racism from anglos is perpetuated 
on a daily basis... even on June 28. So 
thanx for coming to this bioregion; next 
time remember which one your in and 
show your solidarity accordingly. 

— Kimba 

Journal, 

I am truly disheartened at the lack of 
editorial ethics displayed by the Journal 
regarding my piece about the post-RRR 
action at Taylor Ranch in Colorado. For 
the record, the article I submitted and 
was led to believe would be published in 
its entirety was, in fact, edited to the 
point of out-of-context phrases and 
namby-pamby fluff. This was never sent to 
me for final author approval, a fact which I 

deeply resent. 

The true, unabridged article con- 
tains necessary information such 
as: why we were there and the 
extreme difficulty and duress dur- 
ing and following the action. I 
feel what was left after the un- 
authorized butchering gave the 
reader who was not at the moun- 
tain that day the feeling that we 
'gave in' to the loggers. I would 
like to repeat 
that this 
was the 
most dif- 
ficult ac- 
tion many 
of the 
people there 
have under- 
taken in terms 
of emotions; 
however, I do not 
presume to speak 
for anyone else (a fact 
which was also removed 
in the edited article) and 
speak only as a woman present 
that day. 

Further, the photo chosen does not ac- 
curately represent the content of the ar- 
ticle. The tripod pictured was located at 
the front gate of the ranch, not up on the 
mountain with the lockdown at the log- 
ging trucks. This should have been made 
clear in the caption. 

While I recognize the ability of the 
Journal to title the articles as they deem 
fit, I would like to also have it known 
that the title chosen was certainly not 
of my construct. I find not a serious 
reflection of the action that took place 
that day. 

For those persons who would like to 
read the full, author-approved article dis- 
cussing the background, emotions, and 
actions of that day, please feel free to 
email rockstro@warren-wilson.edu or 
write to the mountain faction of Katuah 
Earth First!. 

In resistance, 

— Red 
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NORTHEAST VeEPWOODS TALL RENDEZVOUS, 
October 2 -3, Maine near Canada 

Northeast Earth First! will be holding our fall rendezvous on the 
weekend of October 2-3 in northern Maine, near Canada. The gathering 
will focus on the forests of Maine, its ties to NAFTA and other international 
issues. You can call or email for information on time and exact place. It 
will be late fall up here so be prepared for potential frost. It is a "bring your 
own foodand equipment" gathering, but please contact us if that may be 
a problem for you. This will be a very good time to visit our fair state, so 
please bring your friends. The Maine crew will leave the light on for you. 

Contact Maine EF! at RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912; (207) 785- 
6057; wobbliel@yahoo.com. 




New Mexico Conference For Animals 

November 5-7 , Albuquerque, New M exjco 

Featured speakers include Roger Fonts, Steven Wise, Linda Hogan 
and Rod Coronado. 

Please contact the Animal Protection of New Mexico, POB 11395, 
Albuquerque, NM 87192-0395; (505) 265-2322. 


PASSIONATt & DANGEROUS 


Interviews With Midwestern Anarchists and Anti-Authoritarians 


"There are anarchists In the midwest?? Are they going to blow something up??” 

Passionate and Dangerous contains interviews with over 30 anti- 
authoritarians with almost SO graphics, art work and photos. Covering 
such topics as Free Radio, puppetry. Earth First!, co-op housing, co-op 
bakeries, queer, black, and latino activism, women’s health, punk, direct 
action and the IWW. A power-packed 72 pages (8.5 XU, newsprint) of 
interviews with anarchists in Memphis, Chicago, Detroit, St Louis and 
elsewhere! 

Single copy: $4 ppd; Bulk/budget rates available: 10 copies $25. 
Passionate and Dangerous, PO Box 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 
(314)773-2842; mquercus@hotmaiI.com 


Perhaps the simplest and most effec- 
tive way for Generation X and all 
Americans to sieze control of our poli- 
tics, our communities and our lives is 
to stop feeding the machine at the core 
of the neo-feudalistic debt economy 
in which we live. This machine is the 
private multinational corporate 
banking complex. This soulless 
techno-corporate beast is founded 
on the principles of usery, war, de- 
ception and the Machiavellian thefts 
of land from native peoples. 


Today the world is suffering from 
the inevitable results of the neurotic 
notion that land and natural re- 
sources can somehow be owned by 
men and corporations. The irrespon- 
sible machine is easy to destroy. With 
banks at the core, money is key. 

On January 1, millions of Ameri- 
cans will redirect our rent and 
morgage payments away from land- 
lords and banks. Instead we shall 
invest in the healthy development 
of our communities. 


Stop the World Bank Funding of 
the Chad-Cameroon Oil Pipeline 


In October of this year, the 
World Bank is expected to award 
loans totaling at least $225 mil- 
lion to Exxon, Shell and Elf oil 
companies for building a pipeline 
to carry oil from southern Chad 
through Cameroon's rainforests to 
the sea. Without World Bank fund- 
ing, the Chad-Cameroon pipeline 
will almost certainly fail to attract 
investors. The World Bank is the 
key. 

Write to the president of the 
World Bank. Tell him that the World 
Bank should reject this project based 
on the following points: 

1) Potential Impact on 
Rainforests and Animals: The pipe- 
line will pass through ecologically 
fragile rainforests. Existing seasonal 
roads will be upgraded, and new 
roads will be built along the pipe- 
line route. On these roads, loggers 
and "bushmeat" hunters will rush 
into previously inaccessible forests. 

2) Climate Change: Further ex- 
ploitation of fossil fuels contributes 
alarmingly to global warming and 
climate change. 

3) Corporate Welfare: The main 
beneficiaries of the Chad-Cameroon 
oil pipeline are multinational oil 
companies and governments. There 
is little hope of adequate environ- 
mental protection and "trickle- 


down" economic benefits. 

4) Human Rights Abuses: Secu- 
rity forces have killed over 200 
people and jailed the single Par- 
liamentarian who dared voice op- 
position to the pipeline (he was 
released after 10 months due to 
international pressure). 

5) Potential Impacts on Human 
Communities: The 600-mile (965 
kilometer) underground pipeline 
is to originate in Chad's "bread- 
basket," the fertile region where 
most of the country's food crops 
are grown. Oil spills and ground- 
water contamination would 
threaten food security nation- 
wide. The region is home to the 
indigenous nomadic Baka and 
Bakola peoples who rely on hunt- 
ing and gathering. 

Write to James D. Wolfensohn, 
President, The World Bank, 1818 
H Street NW, Washington DC 
20433; (202) 522-1677 (fax); 
cunit3@worldbank.org. US citi- 
zens should also write to the US 
Secretary of the Treasury, urging 
him to oppose World Bank fi- 
nancing of the Chad-Cameroon 
oil pipeline. Lawrence H. Sum- 
mers, Secretary, US Department 
of the Treasury, 1500 Pennsylva- 
nia Ave NW, Washington DC 
20220; (202) 622-0073. 


November Is Leonard Peltier Freedom Month 

Come join traditional Native American prayer ceremonies, cultural and educa- 
tional events and a Native American Freedom Fast in front of the White House. 

To help organize, operate telephone banks and raise funds for this month long 
event contact the Leonard Peltier Defense Committee, POB 583, Lawrence, KS 
66044; (785) 842-5774; lpdc@idir.net. 


RESIST THE FREE TRADE AREA OF THE AMERICAS 

NOVEMBER 1-3, TORONTO, QUEBEC, CANADA 


Trade representatives from 
throughout the western hemi- 
sphere will meet in Toronto. Their 
goal is to remove all social and 
environmental impediments to 
trade. Their plan promises to ben- 
efit transnational corporations, 
while devastating national econo- 
mies, sending people into deeper 
poverty and destroying the natu- 
ral environment. 

The Free Trade Area of the Ameri- 
cas (FTAA) is an expansion of the 
1994 agreement binding 34 coun- 
tries in the western hemisphere to 
further remove restrictions on the 
free movement of capital, goods, 
and services. Like the attempted Mul- 
tilateral Agreement on Investment 
(MAI), the FTAA will further extend 
the capitalist cause, while eliminat- 
ing its environmental and labor 
side-agreements. It will broaden the 
definitions of investment to fur- 
ther remove distinctions between 
short and long term investments, 
thus encouraging socially irrespon- 
sible financial speculation. 

"Quick buck" speculation, en- 
couraged by the recently liberal- 
ized international trade policy, 
was largely responsible for both 
the 1995 peso crisis in Mexico and 
the recent economic crisis in 
southeast Asia. If the FTAA con- 
tinues in this direction, the af- 


fected nations will be prohibited 
from distinguishing between do- 
mestic and foreign investment. 
Thus, Latin American countries 
will be forced to allow foreign 
companies to take advantage of 
low environmental and labor stan- 
dards while providing little benefit 
to their local economies. In North 
America, jobs would disappear as 
companies move operations south. 
More dangerously, US citizens and 
courts could lose the right to 
implement environmental and 
social protections. 

Actions in Toronto start on Hal- 
loween! This is a call to action for 
all people, as groups and indi- 
viduals, to resist and reconstruct 
in the face of neoliberal trade 
agreements. The FTAA is one of 
many trade agreements in the 
making at the end of the millen- 
nium. Others, such as the MAI 
and the upcoming WTO in Se- 
attle, Nov. 29-Dec. 3, already have 
the attention of thousands of ac- 
tivists worldwide. The FTAA must 
not slip by unnoticed. For further 
details and more information con- 
tact Action for Community and 
Ecology in the Rainforests of Cen- 
tral America, POB 57, Burlington, 
VT 05402; (802) 863-0571; 864- 
8203 (fax); acerca@sover.net; 
www.acerca.org. 










Strengthening Our 
Si-national Alliances 
National Conference 
on Ittexico-US Relations 

Sept. 23-26. Washington VC. 

The Mexico Solidarity Network 
invites you to join 400-500 partici- 
pants working in solidarity, taking 
action and building lasting bi-na- 
tional coalitions. The conference — 
dedicated to struggles for justice, 
dignity and democracy — will fo- 
cus on six major themes: Chiapas, 
neoliberalism (NAFTA), militariza- 
tion, immigration/ border issues, 
democratization and independent 
labor organizing. Together, we can 
positively shape the future of US- 
Mexico relations. Grassroots rep- 
resentatives from Mexican civil so- 
ciety and US-based activists will 
conduct a series of workshops and 
plenary sessions focused on edu- 
cation, strategizing and action. 

All events are open to the public. 
Registration for the Mexico Solidar- 
ity Network conference includes 
access to all workshops and 
conferencesof the 50 Years is Enough 
Conference, to be held concurrently. 

For more information contact 
us at Mexico Solidarity Network, 
4834 N. Springfield, Chicago, IL 
60625; (773) 583-7728; 

msn@mexicosolidarity.org; 
www.mexicosolidarity.org. 


Trek For Trees 

1st Annual Pledge 
Ride For Trees 
From Eugene, Oregon, to the 
Fall Creek treesit. Get pledges 

FOR EVERY MILE YOU BIKE. HAVE 
FUN AND RAISE DOLLARS FOR 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 
and Cascadia Voices. 
Contact (541) 302-9102 
September 25-26 


Green Anarchist 

Available for $2 from 
Uncivilized Books, POB 


1 

' ’. T . 


jgene, 


iv, V. 


live rent-free, worldwide 


Source for C<1 



Ift® 


The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would like to live rent- 
free and caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887-EF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377.(602) 488-1970. 
www.angelfire.com/wa/caretaker 


October 15 -17, T’oucfi of Mature CEnvironmentaf Center, CarfaondaCe, ‘iCCmois 


The National Forest Protection 
Alliance invites you to join conser- 
vation leaders from across the coun- 
try who are dedicated to protecting 
and restoring the integrity of our 
nation's forests and public lands. 
We will gather to discuss and build 
upon the growing campaign to pro- 
tect public lands from commercial 
logging and issues that surround 
this effort. 

Program Highlights 

The era of restoration: theory and 
practice, the economics of logging 
national forests, decommercializing 
public lands, integrating 
decommercialization into Forest 
Watch and planning, NFPA vision, 
campaign outline and steps to 
achieving our goals, grassroots and 
political organizing, strengthening 
your network. 

Invited speaker Amy Trotter, legis- 
lative aide of Rep. James Leach (R-IA). 


Touch of Nature 

The convention will be held at 
Touch of Nature, a 3,400-acre wooded 
retreat on Little Grassy Lake, just 
eight miles south of Carbondale, Illi- 
nois. The retreat is bordered by the 
Crab Orchard National Wildlife Ref- 
uge, the Shawnee National Forest and 
Giant City State Park. 

Accommodations 

Rustic cabins with beds (linen $6 
extra/night), tent sites available, 
showers. Bring sleeping bag and 
warm clothes. 

Transportation 

Flights should arrive at the St. 
Louis Airport. NFPA will provide 
free shuttle service to and from the 
conference. On Friday, shuttles will 
leave the airport at approximately 
noon, 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. On Sun- 
day, shuttles will leave the confer- 
ence at 2 p.m. If you wish to take 


advantage of the shuttle service, 
please schedule your arrival/depar- 
ture flights accordingly. 

Directions 

From Interstate 57, take Route 13 
west 11 miles. Turn left (south) on 
Giant City Road and drive eight 
miles. Turn left on Touch of Na- 
ture Road. Map of area available 
upon registration. 

Registration 

Mail payment by September 27 
to: NFPA, POB 8264, Missoula, MT 
59807. The cost of the convention 
is $60/person. This includes two 
nights lodging and six vegetarian 
meals. Vegan meals are available 
upon request. 

Email Registration 

Please email your registration to- 
day to Jeanette Russell at 
russell@wildrockies.org. 
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Please let us know if you want copies 
of last issue, or if you're interested in 
putting in an order for the new #8. We 
are looking for radical thoughts, hu- 
mor and graphics. 

We need money and submissions 
and to sell our irreverant t-shirts. 


Live Wild Or Die 
POB 195, Stn. B 
Toronto, ON 
M5T 2W1 Canada 


iMtAL 

WILD " HORSE" RESCUE 

AND SANCWAHV 

We have been in the process of 
rescuing 200 wild horses in south- 
eastern Oregon for the past year. To 
date, we have captured more than 
half of the wild horses who are cur- 
rently roaming on Hart Mountain 
National Antelope Refuge near 
Lakeview, Oregon. Nearly all of the 
horses already caught have been 
placed in compassionate homes or 
sanctuaries throughout Oregon and 


California. We must still capture an- 
other 133 horses. If we fail, the re- 
maining animals on the refuge may 
be targeted for slaughter by the US 
government. The US Fish and Wild- 
life Service claim the animals com- 
pete with the endangered pronghorn 
antelope. We have been contracted 
by the Service to remove the horses. 
We are looking for organizations to 
help us take possession of them and 
find these endangered animals per- 
manent and loving homes. We have 
a few requirements to facilitate the 
adoption process. Please don't hesitate 
to contact The National Horse Rescue 
Sanctuary, POB 270, Shingletown, CA 
96088; (530) 949-1714. 


the Nuclear 
Resister^ 


information about 
& support for 
imprisoned 
anti-nuclear & 
anti-war activists 



• Action reports & future actions • 
Prisoner support info • International 
resistance news • Writings from jail • 

A network for nonviolent direct action | 


$ 15/year 

(US$20 Canada, US$25 overseas) 

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 


POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA 
nukeresister@igc.org 



On Indian Land 


On Indian Land is an American 
Indian issues newspaper cover- 
ing topics of importance to 
indigenous peoples of North 
America, including treaty, 
land, and sovereignty rights, 
religious freedom, and poli- 
tical prisoners. Subscription 
rates for 1 year/4 issues are: 

$12 (individual) 

$20 (institution) 

Make check out & send to: 

Support for Native Sovereignty 
PO Box 2104, Seattle WA 98111 



CONCERNED^ 1/ 
SINGLES ,y N 
NEWSLETTER 

links compatible, 

. socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nation wid& » All agos • Since 1994 

Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
Lenox Dale, M A 01242; 
call (413) 445-6309; 

or browse http://Www.concemedeingle8.com 



Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 

Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 

hether you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
r eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 

E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the- tide. PLUS, £’s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 


IgfYES! 


Send me my FREE 
Irial issue of E/The 
Environmental Magazine. If I like it, I can 
subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 
$19.95. If not. I'll just return (he subscription 
invoice marked "cancel” and return it to you. 
The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 
or obligation to me. 


CITY. STATE. ZIP 


AS9830 


I 

E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 | 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572 ! * 
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World Bank Humiliated 
by Helium Balloon Prank 

An unidentified rainforest activist 

■ 

set free a cluster of helium balloons in 
the 1 3-story atrium of the World Bank 
building in Washington DC on July 
26. Attached to the balloons was a 40- 
foot banner reading: "Wolfensohn 
Stop the Pipeline.” James Wolfensohn 
is the President of the World Bank, 
and he alone has final say on whether 
or not the controversial Central Afri- 
can oil project gets funding. 

The Chad/Cameroon Rainforest 
Pipeline project will slice through the 
heart of pristine rainforests. The pro- 
posed oil fields are in the heart of 
Chad's fertile food-producing region, 
where even an incidental spill would 
be devastating. 

If the World Bank approves the 
loan, hundreds of millions of dollars 
will also go to oil giants Exxon, Shell 
and Elf, which comprise the rainforest 
pipeline consortium. In neighboring 
Nigeria, Shell has contaminated local 
water supplies with petroleum hydro- 
carbons that are 360 times higher 
than levels allowed. 

"On behalf of our colleagues in 
Chad and Cameroon who have spo- 
ken out against the pipeline project at 
great personal risk," said Erick 
Brownstein, Rainforest Action 
Network’s African Rainforest cam- 
paigner, "we sincerely hope the World 
Bank will not contribute to serious 
violations of human rights, and the 
further destruction of nature in cen- 
tral Africa." 

' 

Nuclear Voyage Disrupted 

On July 19 Britain temporarily aban- 
doned plans to ship nuclear fuel to 
Japan after a standoff with environ- 
mental activists. Seven anti-nuclear 
protesters were arrested for protest- 
ing two shipments of weapons-grade, 
mixed-oxide fuel prepared to leave 
Barrow, in northwestern England. 
Under the cover of dark, activists 
towed a blow-up effigy of a white 
elephant excreting nuclear bombs in 
front of Barrow port. They then set 
sail in two inflatable boats, carrying 
banners of protest. They were joined 
by South Korean environmentalists, 
who fear the ships will pass through 
the Straits of Korea en route to Japan. 
Opponents of the shipments fear en- 
vironmental fallout, nuclear prolif- 
eration and possible hijacking on the 
high seas. 

As a result, the UK government 
banned the MV Greenpeace from UK 
waters, citing safety concerns. 
Greenpeace International also had its 
bank account frozen at the request of 
British Nuclear Fuel Ltd. (BNFL), one 
of the state-owned nuclear compa- 
nies responsible for this transport. 

The shipment eventually sailed to 
Cherbourg, France, on the first leg of 
its voyage to Japan, where the pluto- 
nium fuel was to be loaded into 
nuclear power reactors. Once in 
Cherbourg, 11 climbers from 
Greenpeace-France occupied two 
cranes to stop the loading of the Ja- 
pan-bound ship. 

This is the first transfer of direct use 
nuclear weapons material since 1992, 
with at least 80 plutonium shipments j 
planned over the next decade. The 
transport is part of contracts involv- 
ing the Japanese companies 
Mitsubishi and Toshiba in conjunc- 
tion with the power utilities KEPCO 
and TKI’CO to bring a total of 76 
plutonium/uranium fuel assemblies, 
containing some 933 kilograms of 
weapons-usable plutonium from Brit- 
ain and France to Japan. 
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The Tender Carnivore and the Sacred Game 


BOOK REVIEW BY JOSE JOAQUIN DURAN 

As a history student, I had never 
appreciated what the rural-agricultural 
roots of modern urban-industrial soci- 
ety meant to the latter's general brutal- 
ity and destructiveness to the biosphere. 
Nor did I really expect that my general 
misgivings about vegetarianism just 
might be valid, at least not until I read 
Paul Shepard's The Tender Carnivore 
and the Sacred Game, originally pub- 
lished in 1973 and re-released in 1998 
by the University of Georgia Press. 

Humans, Shepard argues, not only 
evolved as hunters, but owe their 
very humanity to their hunter heri- 
tage. It is neither sociability nor tool- 
making that defines humans as such, 
because both are general primate 
traits. Rather, "all major human char- 
acteristics — size, metabolism, sexual 
and reproductive behavior, intuition, 
intelligence — had come into exist- 
ence and were oriented to the hunt- 
ing (or cynegetic) life." This occurred 
namely through contact with ani- 
mals in hunter/prey relationships. As 
humans abandoned, or were forced 
to abandon, the cynegetic life for the 
agricultural life 8,000 to 10,000 years 
ago, their very "human conscious- 
ness was reorganized." 

This process shares certain parallels 
with the domestication of animals. 
Agriculture, particularly animal hus- 
bandry, corrupts both animals and 
humans. Such genetic and behavioral 
manipulation is designed to promote 
characteristics in animals which in 
the wild "would condemn... [them] 
to swift destruction." In the captive 
safety of agro-industrial society these 
animals are "not only protected but 
prized," while the hardier and more 
complex wild forms are destroyed as 
"useless" or harmful. 

The parallels in human society are 
striking. Just as agriculture needs 
readily exploitable animal deformi- 
ties, so do the sedentary class societ- 


ies need readily exploitable humans. 
These "goofies," yanked from their 
evolutionary niches, are processed to 
enable them to endure the dawn-to- 
dusk regiment of drudgery that agri- 
cultural and capitalist industry de- 
mands. Just like in the production of 
animal "goofies," agro-industrial so- 
ciety promotes the most undesirable 
character traits in people: venality, 
selfish insensitivity to other beings, 
mediocre conformity and the cow- 
ardly impulse to hide behind the pow- 
ers of a state or corporation. All these 
are encouraged or compelled, while 
integrity, loyalty, mature indepen- 
dence and creativity, along with cour- 
age and forthrightness, is unrewarded 
and even punished. 

More importantly, Shepard demol- 
ishes the idea that agriculture en- 
hances abundance along with the 
corollary notion that humans will- 
ingly give up their cynegetic lifestyles 
to take up the regimes of "drudgery 
and catastrophe" that agriculture 
entails. "For every man whose life 
was improved by that momentous 
Neolithic revolution, hundreds lost 
health, freedom and social dignity." 

What people would exchange a life 
in which "productive work" totaled 
at most two or three eight-hour days 
per week, perhaps with occasional 
hunger spells but hardly, if ever, the 
looming specter of outright famine, 
for the "drudgery and catastrophe" 
and inequity of agricultural life? For 
the past 10,000 years an unrelenting 
war has been waged by agro-indus- 
trial cultures against non-farming 
peoples. Hunter-gatherers "must al- 
ways be shown to be subhuman in 
order to motivate and vindicate cru- 
elty and aggression against him." 
For the ancient Caananites and Celts, 
for Amerindians, Pacific Islanders, 
the gauchos of the Southern Cone, as 
well as the Romani peoples in Eurasia 
and the Americas, all this is self- 
explanatory. 


The sources of evolutionary status, 
Shepard argues, lie in the special rela- 
tionship with fellow animal species 
in their wild forms, particularly ones 
that were hunted. Today's human 
evolved as a hunter, and the survival 
and continued evolution of special- 
ized human traits depend on the re- 
turn to, and elaboration of, his 
cynegetic heritage. As a primate with 
omnivorous dietary roots, humans 
became specifically humans (defined 
by, among other things, upright bi- 
pedal body and a highly specialized 
brain) only when they developed 
more into a hunter. 

As rendered by Shepard, the hunt, 
properly practiced, involves more 
than food, survival and exercise. Car- 
ried out within the context 
of traditional cynegetic cul- 
tural practices, the hunt 
becomes a solemn, eco-re- 
ligious occasion, in which 
eating the prey creates a 
vital union between human 
self and the non-human 
other. The killing and dis- 
section of the prey enables 
the human hunters to 
achieve a metaphorical 
union with the larger mys- 
teries of the universe. 

For these reasons, "The mystery of 
life does not reveal its secrets to bean- 
eaters as opposed to bison-eaters." On 
the contrary, where the hunter through 
the hunt learns the humility and glory 
of limits, the vegetarian, Shepard ar- 
gues, not only betrays arrogance in 
pretending to rise above the evils of 
nature, but through a false "dream of 
innocence and compassion" manifests 
an unhealthy fear of not only death 
but life itself. Perhaps it is as Winona 
LaDuke put it: "The wise hunter ap- 
proaches the hunt with proper respect 
because in the end it is not the hunter's 
skill or strength that brings him suc- 
cess; rather, the prey gives itself to the 
hunter whose practice is honorable." 



frees and Water: 



MUSIC REVIEW BY PEG MlLLETT 

The CD/booklet, Trees & Water, Songs 
of Resistance to the Reroute of 55, is 
essentially the history of the proposed 
Minnesota Department of Transporta- 
tion (MnDOT) highway reroute heard 
through story and song. There are over 
a dozen groups galvanized into the 
Stop the Reroute Coalition, and it is 
reflected in the song styles. Everything 
from the garage grunge punk of "No 
Compromise" to the poignant sweet 
folk of "Workman Spare that Tree." 

No two artists are alike on this 18- 
song collection chronicling the reroute 
resistance. There are native chants from 
the Thunder Nation and Appalachian 
humor from Julian. Ballads tell the sto- 
ries of the Minnehaha Free State and the 
raid by 800 cops. There is some very 
beautiful acapella singing by Jessica 
Braun-Ferris and spoken prose by Leslie 
that had me weeping. The musician- 
ship varies, and the recording is good. 
All the people you hear are frontline 
activists who are serious 
about loving and working 
for the preservation of the 
culturally rich greenway ex- 
tending from Minnehaha 
Park to Fort Snelling to the 


Minnesota River Valley Wildlife 
Refuge area. This is the birth- 
place of Minnesota, the ancient 
oak savanna and Coldwater 
Springs. 

In the booklet you can read the 
history of the resistance to the 
reroute, as well as Jim Andersen 
Red Sky Mahpiya Duta's story of 
his people, the Mendota and their 
relationship with the four sacred 
oaks and Coldwater Springs. This 
was of particular interest to me, 
reminding me of my own for- 
bearers and their relationship to 
the sacred oaks and springs on the green 
island across the Atlantic. 

There's an article on the urbaniza- 
tion of Earth First!, a brief history of the 
American Indian Movement, Witches 
and Highway 55 and a portion of an 
interview with Carol Kratz done in 
January. Carol is a 43 year resident of 
the razed neighborhood on the Riyer 
Road. There's a chronology of the 
Minnehaha Free State and a chilling 


recollection of the raid by Solstice. 

The whole package is well done, 
from cover art to the recording qual- 
ity. It's a beautiful way to document 
the ongoing campaign. The credits 
give an "extra special thanx to the 
Minnesota Department of Transpor- 
tation for five months of free rent. 
Without their diabolical scheming we 
would've never brought together such 
a beautiful and diverse community." 

Order the compilation 
for $10. Send to Mad 
Bomb Records, 1405 
Fairmont Ave., St. Paul, 
MN 55105; (612) 879- 
8929, 


Songs of Resistance 
to the Reroute of SS 



EF! Toons 


-Judi Bari 

Classic speeches and barn-stomp- 
ing music woven into a history of 
EF! and the redwoods. 

“Who Bombed Judi Bari?” 
The FBI Stole My Fiddle, Redwood 
Summer CD — $17 

•Consolidated 

The hot new release from the only 
remaining big political band in the 
US that hasn’t sold out. 

“Dropped” One Way Out, Lesbian 
Avengers, Headgear, Coming of 
Rage CD-$10 

•Darryl Chemey 

No one can create a campaign song 
as fast as Darryl. He’s a campfire 
favorite. 

“Timber” Arizona Power Lines, 
Which Side Are You On? 

TAPE— $12 

“They Sure Don’t Make Hippies 
Like They Used To!” Free the 
Dead, Spike a Tree For Jesus 
TAPE— $12 

“I Had to Be Born This Century” 

Earth First!, Ballad of the BLM 

TAPE— $12 

“White Tribal Music” Grants 
Pass, Xerox the Money, Jesus Was 
a Mushroom 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

•David Rovics 

From the subways of Boston, David 
strikes the chord in everyones struggle. 
“Payday at Coal Creek” Pretty 
Boy Floyd, Draft Dodger Rag, 
Hobo’s Lullaby CD — $17 
“Wejust Wantthe World” Mini- 
mum Wage Strike, Judi Bari, The 
Death of David Chain CD — $17 

•Alice Di Micele 

Alice is arguably the Northwest’s 
most talented singer/songwriter. 
Her voice and lyrics cut straight to 
your heart. 

“Naked” Trouble in Mind, Make it 
Last, Out of Control 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Searching” Defend the Earth, 
Land of Broken Promises, Lift Us 
Up TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Too Controversial” American 
Dream, I Won’t Say Goodbye 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“It’s a Miracle” All or Nothing, 
Not For Sale, First Snow, The Bea- 
ver Song TAPE — $12 
“Demons and Angles” Spirit of 
the River, Taking Flight, Alive 
Awake TAPE— $12* CD— $17 
“Make a Change” Let It Rain, 
Dismantle, Leonard Peltier, In a 
Gentle Way TAPE—$12 
“Circle of Women” (with 


WlNDSONG, ELLOUISE, BURRELL, 

Shelly Phillips, Freyda Epstein 
and Tina Malia) Ancient and con- 
temporary songs and chants. Earth 
My Body, Circle Round for Free- 
dom, Mother I Feel You, Down By 
the Riverside CD — $17 

•Danny Dollinger 

These songs are a slap upside the 
head by the big ugly frozen fish of 
love lost, found and love lost again 
on a sad and dying planet. 


Joanne Rand. 

“Keep It Wild!” The Beaver Song, 
Flaming Arrows, Live Like a Prayer, 
Remember Me, Earth First!, Quittin ’ 
Time, Turn of the Wrench, Radiation 
on My Windshield, Defend the Earth, 
TV God, Dancing on the Ruins 
TAPE— $9 • CD— $14 

•Dana Lyons 

Dana’s soulful voice and dexter- 
ous guitar convey a powerful, hu- 
morous message about the state of 
our world. 

“Cows with Guns” Song for Rod 
Coronado, Geronimo, Native 
Forest Song 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Turn of the Wrench” Cry of the 


New Music...New Music...New Music... 

•Darryl Chemey’s “White Tribal Music” 
•$ETH!’s “MJLZ,” and “The First Snack” 
•Ned Mudd’s “Noon Blue Apples” 

•David Rovics’ “Payday at Coal Creek and 
“We Just Want the World” 

•Casey Neill’s “Skree” 

•Alice Di Micele’s “Demons and Angels” 


“Rome Wasn't Burnt in a Day” 

Dollar and a Quarter, Blow Me 
Away, Rudy, Walking in Power 

CD— $12 

•Robert Hoyt 

Robert’s tours wow audiences 
across the country with his vir- 
tuoso guitar playing and home- 
grown lyrics. 

“Dumpster Diving Across 
America” Gasoline and Coffee, 
Quittin ’ Time, HemlockGrove, Why 
Should I Care 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“As American As You” 

Enough, Shovelin’ Mud, Apple 
Pie, Good Americans 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

•Timothy Hull 

An uplifting travelogue of environ- 
mental activism, Timothy’s music 
invokes the new spirit of the wild. 
“Brightness of Brightness” 
Brightest Angel, Twilight Songs, 
Tough Reckoning, No Destinations, 
My Shirt 

TAPE— $12* CD— $17 
“Dragons on the Road” Nailed 
and Boarded, Good White Road, 
The Black Horse 
TAPE— $12 

•Keep It Wild! 

14 songs from seven favorite EF! 
musicians: Darryl Chemey, Alice 
Di Micele, Robert Hoyt, Dana 
Lyons, Casey Neill, Peg Millett and 


Forest, TV God, I Saw Blood 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“At Night they Howl at the 
Moon — Environmental Songs for 
Kids” (with John Seed) Willy the 
Wombat, The Tree, We Don’t Want 
to Live in the Zoo 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

•$ETH! 

No holds barred, screaming acous- 
tic punk. As it gets to the belly of the 
beast, $ETH!’s music isn’t PC. 
“M.A.Z.” Riot, Garden, Hope, Big 
City, Words TAPE— $10 
“The First Snack” Compost Rocks, 
Apathetic Hipster Youth, Down the 
World CD— $12 

-Peg Millett 

Longtime EF! activist and con- 
victed monkeywrencher, Peg has 
one of the most beautiful voices 
you’ll ever hear. 

“Clear Horizon” Live Like a 
Prayer, Living Planet, Testimony 

TAPE— $12 
CD— $17 

“Gentle Warrior” / 

Forever Wild, High 
Plateau, There is 
Power, Wild Things 

TAPE— $12 


ard wit must be heard to be fully 
appreciated and laughed about. 

“Small Minds” 

“Highway Cafe of the Damned” 
“Paint Me on Velvet” 
“Creatures From the Black 
Saloon” 

“Lizard Vision” 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

•Ned Mudd and His 
Rustic Band 

Ned’s music is neither technically 
nor politically correct. Many of the 
songs were recorded with a boombox 
in an old warehouse; but, hey... they 
sound extraordinarily great! 
“ f.u.b.a.r. america” (with the 
Blacklight Sombreros) Alabama 
(N. Young’s Lament), Copperhead 
in the Kitchen, Cybershit CD — $15 
“Fine Time in America” Suburbia 
Blues, Nation of Sheep, Vacationfrom 
the Rest of the World TAPE— $8 
“Noon Blue Apples” Just Like You, 
Monkeys w/ Blue Jeans (On), Cyber 
Opium Eaters CD — $12 

-Casey Neill 

With inspiring, earthy lyrics and 
Celtic/punk/folk guitar, Casey is an 
Earth First! favorite. 

“Casey Neill” Another Point of 
View, Mayday, Double Dutch, From 
the Yardarms CD — $17 
“Skree” A Mighty Love, Okonogan 
County, Scrounge Around, Emma’s 
Garden CD— $17 

•Jim Page 

A staple on the Northwest folk cir- 
cuit for years and for good reason, 
the man can write. 

“More Than Anything Else In 
The World” Valdez, Gays in the 
Military, Sinead, Bishop on the Run 
CD $17 

“Whose World is This” Take Our 
Culture Back, Righteous, Beautiful 
Tear, Right to be Wrong CD — $17 

•Joanne Rand 

Joanne’s strong and versatile voice 
climbs and dances through her pow- 
erful songs. 

“Choosing Sides” Privileged 
Class, Our Children’s Children, I 
Love It TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Grant Me Eyes” Guardian An- 
gel, Stones, The Good, the Bad and 
the Only 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“The Monkey Puzzle” (with The 


Little Big Band) Earth My Body, 
Wolf at the Door, South End Story, 
Song for No One 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

-Velcro Sheep 

Knee-slappin’ , foot’ tappin’ , rip-roar- 
ing acoustic folk rock direct from 
Missoula, Montana. 

“On the Lam” Gut Shoot Somoza, 
Revolution Tango, Whitefish Train, 
New Age Blues CD — $17 

•TchKung! 

Didjerido, samples, electronic and 
mechanic noise, timbale, flute, 
grinder, scrap metal, rants, 40-gal- 
lon drums, violin, bass etc., get the 
point? They Rock! 

“Incite” Smash Things Up, New Earth 
Risin, Picture the Riotzone CD — $15 

•Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin’ Jim’s deep powerful voice 
and wilderness-inspired lyrics will 
send shivers down your spine. 

“The Vision” 

“A Kid for the Wild” 

“Forever WUd” 

“Spirit is Still on the Run” 
TAPES— $9 

•Greg Keeler 

Goofy, intelligent, country-western 
parody, Keeler’s songs poke fun at 
everything worth poking fun at. 
“Enquiring Minds” An Excuse to 
Go Drinkin ', House Husband Blues, 
Planet of Morons 
“Post-Modern Blues” 

“Bad Science Fiction” 

“Talking Sweet Bye & Bye” 
“Songs of Fishing, Sheep and Guns 
in Montana” TAPES — $9 

-If A Tree Falls 

Benefit album about saving the forest 
co-produced by EF!er Darryl Chemey, 
featuring John Trudell, Zero, Robert 
Hoyt, Joanne Rand, Bruce Cockbum, 
Hank Williams, Jr., Buffy Sainte- 
Marie, Dan Fogelberg, Jello Biafra 
and Mojo Nixon, The Tinklers, Alice 
Di Micele, The Wyrd Sisters, Ferron 
and Rumors of the Big Wave! 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

-Rosebud 

Acoustic with electronic clarity and 
witty lyrics. From madrigal harmo- 
nies to a flushing toilet, it’s all there. 
“Thundermug Honeypot” Timber 
Tantrum, Die High, Drag, Ma Gore 
CD— $12 


I jzaids 

Marvelous country- 
bluegrass satire. Liz- 
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foriegn orders add 15% 
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Street. 
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_State/Country_ 


.Zip. 


- Make checks payable to the Earth First! Journal. . - 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Questions? Call (541) 344-8004. 

Send to: EF! Merchandise, POB 1415, Eugene, Or 97440 USA 


Prisoner Support 


The following are those imprisoned 
in North America for acts of resistance 
to a nuclear non-future. For more in- 
formation contact the Nuclear Resister, 
POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733. 

•William Streit #03809-052 (5 

months) POB 1000, Girard Unit, 
Morgantown, WV 26507 (Pentagon 
blood pouring, 12/28/98; out 9/27/99) 

•Daniel Sicken #28360-013 (41 

months) FPC Lewisburg, POB 2000, 
Lewisburg, PA 17837. 

•Oliver Sachio Coe #28361-013 (30 
months) Unit AD, FPC Allenwood, 
POB 1000, Montgomery, PA 17752- 
9718 ("Minuteman III Plowshares" 
direct disarmament of nuclear missile 
silo, 8/6/98) 

•Michele Naar-Obed (12 months) 
Western Tidewater Regional Jail, 2402 
Godwin Blvd., Suffolk VA 23434 or c/o 
Jonah House, 1301 Moreland, Baltimore, 
MD 21216 ("Jubilee Plowshares/East" 
direct disarmament of fast-attack sub- 
marine, 8/95. Probation revoked; re- 
turned to prison, 7/99) 

The following people are now in 
prison for anti-war related activities in 
North America 

•John Patrick Liteky #83275-020 


V. 


(two years) FPC Sheridan Unit E-4, 
POB 6000, Sheridan, OR 9 73 78-6000 
(School of the Americas protests at 
the Pentagon and Ft. Benning, 6/ 
19/98) 

•Fr. Bill Bichsel SJ #86275-020 
(18 months) 

FPC Sheridan Unit 5, P.O. Box 
6000, Sheridan, OR 97378-6000. 

•Sr. Marge Eilerman OSF #88106- 
020 (14 months) FPCLexington, 3301 
Leestown Rd., Lexington KY 40511. 

•Ed Kinane #86279-020 (16 

months) FPC Allenwood, POB 1000, 
Montgomery, PA 17752. 

•Mary Trotochaud #88102-020 
(14 months) FPC Alderson, Box A, 
Alderson Women's Prison, Alderson, 
WV 24910 (School of the Americas 
•sign alteration, 9/29/97, and repeat 
trespass at School of the Americas, 
11/16/97 and in 10/98) 

Overseas, this nuclear risister is 
known to be in prison: 

•Angie Zelter,HMP Cornton 
Vale, Cornton Road, Stirling, FK9 
5NY, Scotland, UK (Trident 
Ploughshares 2000 direct disarma- 
ment of submarine test equipment, 
6/8/99 — awaiting trial 9/4/99) 
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The Molotov 
Cocktail 

1. Fill bottle just over half full with 
flammable liquid (gas/petroL,kerosene) 

2. Add thickening agent (crushed 
styrofoam, palm oil, dish soap, etc.) 
until bottle is two-thirds full 

3. Plug bottle with fuel soaked rag 

4. The air in the top third of bottle causes 
explosion on impact 

5. Light and throw! 

6. For further instructions see new CD! 







A. Soundtrack for 
Post: World Insurrection 


New musical and propaganda release from Post World Industries 
Available thru EF1 Journal at activist prices! 

And at record stores everywhere! 




'fttSTUDENT MOVEMENT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE TS AUVE AND 
si St&C IS A STUDENT-RUN, STUDENT-LED NATIONAL NETWORK OF 
^^m^MUZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS DEDICATED TO UPROOTING 
VIRONBeN^L INJUSTICES THROUGH ACTION AND EDUCATION. 
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STUDENT AND TCUTH 
ACTIVISTS WITH ARTICLES* 
ACTION ALERT* REGIONAL 
UFDATES CONTACTS, 
CALENDARS OF EVENTS 
AND MORE) 
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Contact rm 5EAC 

BUriONAL OFFICE FOR 
MORE INFORMATION! 
Hrm//VW.SEAC.OM| 

215-222-*in 
2T5-222-2S86 (fax) 

SEAC®SE ACCRA 

PO Box 3TSOS 

Philadelphia PA ?870* 


■ ’'A- 
The Nihilist Princess' I 


The Nihilist Princess 

a novel by 

Louis M. Gagneur 

Reintroducing best-selling 19th century radical 
feminist author Louise M. Gagneur! In The Nihilist 
Princess she fictionalizes events taking place in the 
nihilist movement in Russia, which sought to free 
people from the Czar, the aristocracy, and the 
capitalists. Wanda Kryloff, the daughter of a cruel 
aristocrat, becomes a nihilist heroine. This early 
feminist novel will excite anyone interested in the 
history of literature, feminism, or radical politics. 

$12.00 quality paperback 


From the publishers of Anarchist Farm: IQ Publishing books are available at radical 
She’s the sex-goddess at the beginning of bookstores. See a complete title list at 
the universe; he’s a loser telecommuter in a wwwjiipublishing.com or send $1 for a 
tiny Martian apartment. Together they are catalog. To order direct, send a check or 
in for a wild ride in this blistering anti- money order including $2.00 P&H per 
technology satire. Pyrexia by Michel Mery, order to U1 Publishing, P.O. Box 1581, 



$10.00, quality paperback 


Cualaia, CA 95445 


NO COMPROMISE! 

The Militant, Direct Action Magazine of 
Grassroots Animal Liberationists & Their Supporters 


Every issue is jam packed with ALF action updates, interviews with activists, 
useful how-to information, commentary, news and reports from grassroots groups 
around the world. No Compromise is written by activists for activists. 



• Checks should be made payable to Animal r 

’ Rights America and sent to: '> 

No Compromise 

I PO Box 5236, Old Bridge, NJ 08857 I 

• [ ] $15 Subscription [ ] $20 Outside US I 

I [ ] $10 Low income [ ] $ Donation* I 


No Compromise is published quarterly. | 

Back issues are $2 each. | A 

Phone: 1-800-604-5427 j city State zip_ 

E-mail: NoComp@wasta.org I * Animal Rights America is a federally recognized 501 (c)(3) 

m ■ taw nvnuV MwaiAd i iM _ off /fonfldhlM mil f Ar Am# _1 -iii i- 


www.nocompromlso.org 


|jax exempt organization - aB donations are My tax deduebbk. J 


/® Turn Your PUone into An 

|f EarthPlione! 

\yM You make the call: Do you want your telephone bill supporting obnoxious 
Y\xilw corporate ad campaigns, or Earth First! Journal? 

^ With our Affinity Long Distance service, every time you make a long dis» 
tance call, 5% of your charges go to Earth First! Journal. 

We offer you a choke of rate plans: 154/minute all the time; 104 c.F*peak/254 
peak (Mon.-Fri. 7-7); or 104 all the time (KR plan has $5 monthly fee tf usage is fcdow 
130 ). Also, low rates for in-state calls and business phones; calling cards; etc. 

Mote information: Steve Fteedkin, 510-644-2778, Steve@IntemetAddress.com, 
or on the Web at: http://home^printmiT.com/~sflreedkin/affin ity.html 



How ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 


clip and send to: 

Earth First! Journal. Subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

% CD $500 Lifetime Subscription 

CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 Surface Mail, 

\ CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Air Mail, Car 

Vpvl CD $35 Anonymous Envelope (1st class) CD $45 Air Mail, Inter] 

5JWS^\ CD $ DONATION O $45 Corporate o 


CD $35 Surface Mail, International (US$) 
o $35 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
CD $45 Air Mail, International (US$, no foreign checks) 
CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Subscriber Name 


Address 


State 


Credit Card Orders 

Visa/MC (circle one) 

Card# 

Exp. date (month/year) _ 

Country- 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 








Directory 


US 

ALASKA 
Michael A. Lewis 
POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 
Mike or Billie 
POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 
Soren Wuerth 
• c/o Alaska Action Center 
POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523 
(907) 566-2468; fishtree@alaska.net 
ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

tucsonef@juno.com 
Ponderosa Wingnuts 
2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 
(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 
Circle of Life Foundation/Julia Butterfly 
POB 388, Garberville, CA 95542 
(707) 923-9522; 923-9532 (fax) 
www.lunatree.oig; hmanews@humboldtl.ccHn 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Chemey, POB 34 
Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
Sonoma County EF!/Biotech Last! 
POB 3321, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
(707) 523-4196 

Sierra EF!, 228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia . 

(530) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
F.R.E.A.K. of Nature EF! 

POB 8493, Green Valley Lake, CA 92341 
Sacramento EF! 

POB 376, Carmichael, CA 95609 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

(S10) 848-8724 

Bay Area Activist Hotlines 

(510) 594-4000 x222; (415) 332-5800 x324 

djenni McGowan 

4210 Judah St. #103, SF, CA 94122 
(707) 789-8454; djenni@hotmail.com 
Santa Cruz EF1/EFI Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 

Santa Barbara EF! 

-POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 

www.sbnatural.com/ef 

Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 

(909) 422-1637; www.sagecouncil.com 

Tribes EF! c/o DR Chance 

POB 10487, San Bernadino, CA 92423 

DRChance3@aol.com 

Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 
(760) 740-1174; sdef@envirolink.org 
COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

wilderness_defense@email.com 

www.geocities.com/rainforest/1443 

Wild West Resistance 

Grand Junction, CO; (970) 216-9S93 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81 152; aft@amigo.net 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF!, POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316; (904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF!, POB 17838 
Clearwater, FL 34622; (813) S38-9050 
Alachua EF!, POB 1638 
Alachua, a 32616; (904) 462-3374 
Miami EF! 

EarthFirstMiami@hotmail.com 

www.geodties.com/RainForest/Andes/7667 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 
Kattiah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 
H AW AI I 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 


Earth 


IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 

POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 

nrpp@lesbois.com 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 

POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 

(208) 882-9755; 883-0727 (fax) 

cove@moscow.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 

friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 351-0312; sprklblu@siu.edu 

INDIANA 

Indiana Forest Alliance 

POB 1074, Bloomington, IN 47402 

(812) 332-4878 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 

LOUISIANA 

Louisiana EF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 
http://move.to/LouisianaEF 
Baratopia EF!, _baratopiaef@yahoo.com 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

Heather La Capria, 135 Eutaw St #3, 

East Boston, MA 02128; (617) 569-3969 

Boston EF!, POB 398060 

Cambridge, MA 02139; (617) 806-7547 

bostoneaithfirst@hotmail.com 

Jon Chance, 72 Peterborough Street 

Apt.31, Boston MA 02215 

(617) 859-8155; jpchance@usa.net 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 

(616)383-9317 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
MINNESOTA 

North American ALF Press Office 
POB 103, Osseo, MN 55369 
(612) 601-0978; naalfpo@waste.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 

(612) 362-3387; bigwoodsefShotmaU.com 

Wilderness First!, POB 16075 

St. Paul, MN 55116; wdumess@aol.com 

www.geodties.com/RainForest/7094 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232 St. Louis, MO 63163; (314) 

772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF!, POB 9286 
Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 728-5733 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center , 

370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron,-NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 

Green Vigilance, 46 E. Monroe, Mt. 
Holly, NJ 08060; (609) 265-0392 
NEW MEXICO 
Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

(SOS) 588-8128 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 


First! 


NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4831; fax 925-8715 
adam@wetlandspreserve.org 
Foghorn, POB 889, Westhampton 
Beach, NY 11978; (516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 

Steven Smith 

Sarah Lawrence College 

1 Mead Way, Bronxville, NY 10708-9902 

paralipsis@crosswinds.net 

OFF!, Off Campus College Office 

SUNY Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Project Harmony 

216 West 122nd Street, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

More Gardens! Coalitiin 

50 Avenue B, NY NY 10009 

moregardens3@hotmail.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!, POB 1485 

Asheville, NC 28802; (828) 285-0631 

katuah@fcmail.com 

www.fortunedty.com/greenfield/bnfl/527 

Katuah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 
(910) 973-7032; stemoody@wilkes.net 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 

Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 

Ohio Valley EF!, POB 17, Univ. of Cin. 

Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 

(513) 281-6892 

Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF!, 23 Elliott St 
Athens, OH 45701; (740) 592-2581 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 

Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305; swef@efn.org 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
www.ecoecho.org 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
102 Third St. apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 223-4996; 223-4997 (fax) 
adp@envirolink.org 
TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF! Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjgb@mindspring.com 
French's Lick EF! 

200 Creekwood Dr., Whitehouse, TN 37188 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St., Austin, TX 78722; 
(512) 478-7666 
South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Lusus Naturaes Env. Collective 
1421 Longhorn, Houston, TX 77080 
Iususnaturae71@hotmail.com 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 
Save the Corporations 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 
VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF!, Rt 1, Box 250 

Staunton, VA 22401; (540) 885-6983 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

EF! Collective @VCU 


Student Activities Center, Box 93 

POB 842035, Richmond, VA 23284 

52mjredm@atlas.edu; (804) 353-5055 

Earth First! Collective 

Student Activities Center, VCU #93 

POB842035, 907 Floyd Ave 

Richmond VA 23284 

(804) 353-5055; s2mjredm@atlas.edu 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 . 

(206) 632-1656 ph/fax; Sea-ef@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 
(360) 867-9054; olyearthfirst@hotmail.com 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 


Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 

www.geodties.com/rainforest/4101 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd Oshkosh, WI 54901; 
(920) 424-0265 

Chippewa Valley EF!, POB 1151, 

Eau Claire, WI 54702; (608) 782-6997 
Sand County EF! 

308 Nelson Hall, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
dchurl99@uwsp.edu 


International EF! Directory 


Check out the international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 

ef_au@hotmail.com 

www.green.net.au/ozef_update/ 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd. Via Dalby, Qld 4405 

ph/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 

admin@earthfirst.org.au 

CANADA 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

EF! Manitoba 

599 Talbot Ave, Winnipeg, 

Manitoba R2L 0R7; (204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto POB 19S Stn. B, 119 

Spadina Ave., Toronto, ON M5T 

2W1; earthfirst.toronto@tao.ca 

EF! Ottawa Box 4612, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

Autonomous Green Action 

POB 4721, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 

di695@freenet.carleton.ca 

EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@czn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 

Limerick Talamh Glas 

41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 

ENGLAND 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action Update / Cornerstone 
Resource Centre 
16 Sholebroke Ave., Chapeltown 
Leeds, LS7 3HB; 0113 262 9365 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
www.sol.co.uk/d/diffusion/ 
comerstone/crc/ef!/leedsef!.htm 
Oxford EF!, Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd, 
Oxford, 0X4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die, POB 2971, Brighton 
BN2 2GY, savage@easynet.co.uk 
FRANCE 

Carbusters /Resource Ctr 

44 rue Burdeau, 69001 Lyon; (33) 4 

72 00 23 57 carbusters@wanadoo.fr 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 


Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 

http://groenfr.huizen.dds.nl 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

189 San Antonio Ext SFDM 

1105 Quezon City . 

POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 
POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko, Biala 4 
048-33-8183153 (ph/fax) 
wapienica@pnrwi.most.org.pl 
In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 
"W OBRONIEZIEMI" Domonika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42, 91-038, 
Lodz, Poland, (+48 42) 653-38-16 
goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Mcfskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
+7(0112)43 72 86 (ph/fax) 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB; 44 (0)41 
636 1924/339 8009; 44 (0)41 424 
3688 (fax); scotree@gn.apc.org 
SLOVAKIA 
Slobodn5 altemativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SO UTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

10F, Garden Tower Bldg., 98-78 

Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu 

Seoul 110-350; environ@chollian.net 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes, Taller de E A. 
A. CURUXA, J. B., Xelmirer J, Campus 
Universitario, 1570 S Santiago 
(81) 584321; 584533 (fax) 

SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 VSnersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 
Box 34089, 100 26 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195; sea@motkraft.net 
www.motkraft.net/sea/ 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
Nadia Shevchenko, POB 322, Kiev 252187 
+7 38 (044) 2657628; 38 (044) 550- 
6068 (fax); rk@cci.glasnet.ru 


PROJECTS 6 CAMPAIGNS 


Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 
www.wildrockies.org/cma 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(925) 376-7329; fax 631-7958 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 


Northeast Forest Practices Campaign 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802; 

noreastah@acadia.net 

Sea Defense Alliance 

POB 400, Williams, OR 97544; 

sedna@cdsnet.net 

Warrior Poets Society 

ASUC Box 361, Berkeley, CA 947204510 

Zero Extraction on Public Lands 

EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440; 

earthfirst@igc.org 






Earth First! Journal 
POB 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
USA 


Address Service Requested 


a little look inside 


GE Food Feud 1 

Torture in Mexico 1 

Watch Mountain — The Locals Love 'em 1 

Innertubing in Winberry 4 

Stoltmann Invaded by Thugs 4 

No More Fees 5 

14 Years Ago — They Sure Don't Make 

Earth Firstlers Like They Use To 5 

Jungles+Oil+the CIA=Columbia 6 

Ain't No Ha Ha's in Minnehaha 

Red Mist at Prarie Dog Town 8 

Treesitter Summer 9 

Idaho Fights Fascism 10 

Blackhole in Headwaters 11 

Mobs Close in on Frankenfood 12 

Camp-out in Vieques 15 

Wolves and Poodles 15 

Fishy Free Trade 16 

Big Mountain Celebrates the Sundance 22 

Judge Dwyer Raps His Gavel 23 

How to Build a Rocket Stove 25 



0 74470 83085 6 


09 


A red check mark means 
your subscription has 
expired. Time to renew. 



PERIODICALS 

Postage Paid at Eugene , OR 97401 



No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth 





Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: 1/2 Fish, et al., eds., Earth First! Journal 20, no. 1 (1 November 1999). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7049 


All rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 


Samhain 

November-December, 1999 


THE RADICAL ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNAL 


Vol. 20, No. 1 


$3.50 


Remembering Gypsy in the Redwoods 



Many gathered in a crescent moon and threw ashes into the river for Gypsy. 


by Garlic 

An open letter to all activists unable 
to join us at Gypsy's memorial. You 
were in our thoughts. 

The memorial on September 1 7 drew 
many of the old friends of the Head- 


waters Forest movement in a reunion 
to grieve and to celebrate Gypsy's pas- 
sionate, well-lived life. Gypsy's 
mother, Cindy, his grandmother, 
aunts, uncles and nephews flew in 
from Texas for the week. I have never 
felt so grateful to be alive and in such 


lively company. We drank (Cindy is 
such a party girl!), sang and told sto- 
ries. Cindy arrived in California four 
days early and spent the time meeting 
many of Gypsy's old friends and those 
activists who were with him when he 
was killed. She is an incredibly under- 
standing and loving woman. Cindy is 
completely dedicated to the forests 
her son died defending. I am in awe of 
her strength. 

Julie Freitas was hoping to join us, 
but her plans changed and she was 
only able to come the next day and 
visit with Gypsy's family. Julie is the 
mother of Terance Freitas, who was 
murdered in Colombia last March, 
along with two other activists, help- 
ing the U'wa tribe fight Occidental 
Petroleum. She and Cindy have be- 
come close friends through the death 
of their sons. 

Earth Firstlers arrived at Grizzly 
Creek State Park around noon on the 
17th (the formal memorial was later 
in the day). We walked down the 
highway to the bottom of "Gypsy 
Mountain," and the entrance of the 
haul road leading up to the site where 
he was killed. It felt very important 
that we be at the mountain between 


12:15 and 12:30, the time Gypsy died. 
We built a small altar and began to 
circle up. The circle of people kept 
growing until 60 or more stood in the 
dusty landing just off Highway 36. It 
was a warm clear day. The truck traffic 
hurtled by. A few shouts of "Get a 
job!" flew from their windows. Some 
things never change. 

As people began to share thoughts, 
four or five black and white butterflies 
flew in and around the circle. We all 
noticed their presence, dipping over 
and under our clasped hands. Many 
mothers in the movement had come. 
They spoke to Cindy directly, praising 
her strength and offering support. Our 
tear-streaked cheeks glistened under 
the sun. A local Earth First! activist 
walked into the circle, over to the altar 
and knelt in front of it, placing his 
sacred pipe bundle down. He had just 
returned from the sun dance at Mount 
Shasta. He slowly pieced together his 
carved pipe, ceremoniously packing 
it, stood and honored the four direc- 
tions and set the pipe at the foot of a 
picture of Gypsy climbing a tree. Then 
he melted back into the circle. 

continued on page 32 


Indian Villagers 
Neck-deep Over 
Narmada Dam 

BY SUSANNE WONG 

On a typical day in July, young men and 
women gathered in the capital of Gujarat 
state in India. As they collected copies of 
Booker Prize-winning author Arundhati Roy's 
latest book, they began to chant. A few of 
them lit matches while others watched as 
pages of The Greater Common Good went up in 
flames. The book criticizes the economic, 
social and environmental impacts of the $8.1 
billion Sardar Sarovar Project (SSP) — a project 
others see as the lifeline of Gujarat. 

Nearly one hundred miles away, Luharia 
Bhilala, a gaunt farmer in his thirties, squat- 
ted on his porch and looked onto his fields. 
For generations, the Narmada River has 
sustained Bhilala and his community. Only 
a couple of days before, he watched help- 
lessly as his fields were flooded by water 
backing up behind the Sardar Sarovar Dam. 
Yet, despite the rising water, he and thou- 
sands like him refuse to move to resettle- 
ment sites. 

Why has this project sparked outrage and 
calls for censorship in Gujarat? Why have 
thousands of people vowed to drown rather 
than move? 

continued on page 26 J 



This year's Heartwood reunion came with some celebratory surprises. 

trative procedures and the courts for more than a 
decade. Both activists are self-taught, and their 
dedication and persistence was largely responsible 
for both victories. 

Under the Forest Service's interpretation of cat- 
egorical exclusion, "salvage" timber sales of up to 
one million board feet and "green" timber sales of up 
to 250,000 board feet were illegally authorized. The 
Forest Service routinely chopped large timber sales 
into many smaller ones in order to side-step public 
scrutiny and continue its logging program. Since the 
Forest Service used categorical exclusions nation- 
wide, Judge Gilbert specifically ruled that "... any 
remedy ordered must also be national in scope." 

continued on page 26 


by Andy Mahler and Phil Nanas 

Participants in Heartwood's fourth 
annual reunion had more to celebrate 
this year than good times with good 
friends. At the beginning of the event 
they learned that US District Court 
Judge Phil Gilbert had ruled in their 
favor, shutting down a bogus "eco- 
logical restoration" timber sale adja- 
cent to Bell Smith Springs National 
Natural Landmark in Illinois' Shawnee 
National Forest. That good news was 
later eclipsed when the same judge ruled in their 
favor in a huge case with national repercussions. 

On October 1, Judge Gilbert issued an injunc- 
tion canceling all national forest timber sales 
where the Forest Service used "categorical exclu- 
sions" to evade the environmental analysis and 
public participation required by the National En- 
vironmental Policy Act. This is the first time a 
federal judge has issued an injunction on the 
entire national forest system. 

The ruling applies to all such sales authorized 
after the suit was filed September 16, 1998, by 
Heartwood, Jim Bensman and Mark Donham. 
Bensman and Donham, ForestWatch coordinators 
for Heartwood, have been monitoring and chal- 
lenging Forest Service decisions through adminis- 


Heartwood Spanks Naughty 

Forest 
Service 


photo by Linda Lee 
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WAAHH, WAAHH, WAAAHHH 

A CHARM INC, YET WITTY, RANT BETWEEN ME AND YOU 


As I bask in the reflected sunlight glinting off the 
glowing computer screen, I realize the dog days of sum- 
mer are soon to end. The nights are getting longer and I 
find myself eating more and more, storing up for the long, 
rainy winter that might start tomorrow. I can't 
help but become introspective as I notice leaves 
falling to the ground. The smell of the air has 
changed, and so have I. 

I am a much more responsible person these 
days. When I started working at the Journal 
nearly a year ago I was a happy-go-lucky 
slacker. Certainly I had been a partici- 
pant in many campaigns, even orga- 
nizing a few, but usually I was a lackey, 
happy to let others organize and steer 
issues anyway they saw fit. 

These days it is harder to feel so 
relaxed. My job as a long-term 
joumalista has forced me into a posi- 
tion of greater responsibility (con- 
sidered the dirtiest four-letter word 
by many). During the day I work, 
eat, think, discuss Journal. At night I 
dream about it. I'm pretty certain my 
sweat smells of Journal. 

It's not always the most fun, and 
sometimes it is even scary. You people 
have entrusted the staff with so much. 

We are expected to collate your beliefs ■ 
then present them in a fashionable way, 
designed to entertain and stimulate discus- 
sions. You depend on us to represent you to 
the general public. Wow, what a duty. Don't 
get me wrong, I am honored. I enjoy working on the 
paper but it certainly isn't easy. 

It takes five editors, as well as numerous office personnel 
to produce the fine Earth First! Journal. Every issue, the 
long-termers choose an affinity group of editors to work 
with us. This can be quite a task. Since there are only two 
long-termers these days, we must find three people to 
come to Eugene and voluntarily immerse themselves into 
a month of hard-core reading and computer time. This 
despite the fact that the sun and trees beckon from just 
outside the office door. We choose short-termers from a list 
with around a year-long wait. The long-termers may not 
have ever met the short-termers. Just as often they are old 
friends. Either way, it can be awkward. 

People can be pushy, moody, grouchy or just plain mean. 
They can also be creative, humorous and kind. Your friends 
can turn out to be flakes. Individuals, unable to drown out 
the sound of the movement breathing down their necks, 
can turn psycho. But most of the time people handle it 
well. They grow with the affinity group, influencing the 
Journal with differing thoughts and opinions. 

From the first meeting to the end-of-the-issue-breakfast 
debriefing, people change. It can be a beautiful progression 


from the uncomfortable first day in the office — when newbies 
try to absorb the vast amount of information necessary to 
produce the paper — to the mailing party — when short-term- 
ers lead even newer volunteers through the process. 

And then there is all the reading. Whether it's 
an article about monkeywrenching in Plain Town, 
USA or a paper on deep ecology, we read them. 
What doesn't get printed is often times as inter- 
esting as what does. It is impossible to walk 
away from any issue of the Journal without 
feeling more informed. 

Every issue is different, evolving in no 
particular direction, anarchistic in its 
progress. Every collective member is equal, 
and all decisions about the content of the 
Journal are based on consensus. Meetings 
can be heated — voices raised over beliefs, 
tears shed and doors slammed in angry 
'retreat. They can also be pleasant, full of 
smiles and witty retorts. 

There is rarely a dull moment at the- 
Journal house. Office distractions are 
endless, constant calls keeping us 
in touch with actions around the 
globe. An eccentric staff tops 
off an ever-revolving col- 
lage of low-baggers need- 
ing to check their e-mail. 
And every issue I get to 
meet and work with new 
people. For a lover of per- 
sonalities, this is the perfect job. Recluses beware. 
I'll end this little rant with an encouraging word to 
all those activists who want to work with a great 
affinity group producing an international paper: Come work 
at the Journal— it sure is interesting. The rain here's not that 
bad, and if you have a truly productive imagination you can 
almost get a tan from the Macintosh in the comer. 

— Kris 






auna C a&a[a 


Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 


Many species of ants and acacia trees have mutualistic 
relationships: Ants benefit by living inside the trees' 
modified thorns, and the trees benefit by having their 
insect and vertebrate herbivores attacked by patrolling 
ants. However, trees such as Acacia zanzibarica of east- 


by Faith Walker 

ern Africa rely heavily on bees for pollination, which are 
attacked by the trees' aggressive tenants. How is this 
conflict of interest resolved? 

On close inspection it has become clear that ants 
avoid the young flowers. They patrol buds and older 
flowers but not the most fertile ones. They do this 
because flowers produce an anti-ant compound during 
peak fertility that makes ants reel. Ants, therefore, pro- 
tect the developing flowers from petal eaters, leave at 
the appropriate time for pollinators to reach mature 
flowers and then reappear to defend developing seeds 
from flower-munching beetles and seed eaters. Thus, 
nature's manipulation of one species by another can be 
key to superficially peaceful mutualisms. 
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The Spawn of Frankenstein 


REMEMBER 




by Oak 

Those would-be creators lurking deep in their 
dungeons are growing bolder by the day. No longer 
content being sequestered in their hellish cloning 
labs, obsessed with the nightmare of becoming the 
first to manufacture a human life, they have now 
ventured out into cyberspace (not to mention real 
space) to ply their evil trade. The consequences of 
their actions, both known and 
yet to be discovered, are 
profoundly disturbing. 
The question is: Will 
angry towns- 
people march on 
the castle and 
burn it to the 
ground? 

The recent issue 
of GeneWatch 
(the Bulletin of 
the Council for 
Responsible Ge- 
netics) directed 
this angry towns- 
man to various web 
sites where the heirs to 
Dr. Victor Frankenstein 
publicly extol the virtues 
of human cloning. Wel- 
come to the 21st cen- 
tury, where man remakes 
God into his own image. 
Herr Frankenstein would 
be pleased. 

At Clonaid 

(www.clonaid.com) they 
all seem pleased as well; 
pure science means pure 
profit. At this site you might 
’ someday have yourself rep- 
licated for as little as 200 
grand! (I'm not kidding 
folks.) 

Perhaps the more 
frightening website is 
the Human Cloning 
Foundation (HCF) 
(www.humandoning.org). 



Unlike Clonaid, or its parody, Clone-all (http:// 
members.tripod.com/~sauim/clone.htm), the cre- 
ators at HCF seek the higher ground. Here, human 
cloning is promoted on pages with such intriguing 
titles as "all the reasons why we should clone hu- 
man beings" and "the three ways to clone mam- 
mals." At HCF you can "register with the human 
cloning foundation" or there's "help for students 
writing essays or doing projects." This one might be 
helpful to Junior in his efforts to clone the family 
dog or goldfish. 

Visitors to HCF might want to be more proactive 
and order a "DNA storage kit," the first baby step 
toward immortality. Make no mistake, immortality 
is exactly what HCF is all about. If you have any 
doubts, visit the bio page for the father of cloning 
himself, that son of Frankenstein, Richard G. Seed, 
Ph.D. (Was he really born with that name? In fact, 
was he really born?) By way of introduction, let me 
point out that Seed was the guy who announced his 
full intention to become the first to clone a human 
being during the wake of the public controversy 
around Dolly, the cloned sheep. As we speak, Dr. 
Seed has allegedly raised $15 million and bought 
land on an island named Hokkaido in northern 
Japan (not to be confused with The Island of Dr. 
Moreau). Supposedly the facility opened in August 
for infertile couples to begin populating the world 
with little replicas of themselves. 

The HCF web page devoted to Seed is apparently 
some kind of vindication for the bashing he took in 
the media following his announcement. Angry 
townspeople should note that Seed's picture ap- 
pears, pie-target-like, next to his address at 79 
Quincy, Riverside, Illinois 60546-2128; (708) 442- 
0500; 442-1500 (fax); ljseed@pol.net or 
seed@interaccess.com. While HCF has been quick 
to distance itself from Seed from the outset, it goes 
on to glean points from Seed's writings. Here we 
find that "cloning is a legitimate treatment of 
infertility" and that "cloning can be used to re- 
place a lost loved one..." Hard to believe? How 
about "human cloning can take a 65-year old and 
turn the age of that person back to zero." Would 
you rather skip the baby stuff? Well, go for this: 
"...in the future we can turn the age of the 65-year 
old back to 25!" All right! Party forever! 

This kind of madness makes ol' Ponce DeLeon 
seem tame by comparison. By the way, one of the 


principles at Advanced Cell Technology (ACT) in 
Worcester, Massachusetts — the folks who cloned a 
set of cows — is actually named Ponce DeLeon. The 
search for the fountain of youth is no longer a 
dream. Today, sociopaths like Richard Seed and the 
team at HCF are busily engaged in the work of 
turning that dream — ah, nightmare — into reality. 

So, what are the consequences of this vulgar tech- 
nology? With regard to morality, the most obvious is 
the gut reaction most people have toward a process 
which defies some of the basic tenets of all major 
religions and most human ethics. It was this repul- 
sion on which Mary Shelly based her novel, Franken- 
stein; The Modem Prometheus , — humanity shoulder- 
ing the mantle of the Gods and screwing up royally. 
There are some things we simply are not supposed to 
do, and our minds and bodies tell us in instinctual 
ways. People are, for the most part, repelled at the 
thought of creating human life artificially. Of course, 
given our lame propensity to be so utterly human- 
centered, the artificial creation of non-humans pro- 
duces a much tamer response. 

Hence we failed to witness much negative re- 
sponse to the 276 "failed" lambs that preceded 
Dolly. We fail to hear news reports on the morality 
of creating bio-factories for human drugs (cows that 
dispense genetically altered medicinal milk for hu- 
man consumption) or pigs and mice which might 
generate human organ replacements. Nor do we 
hear what might result if these inheritors of the 
horrors of Dr. Moreau were to escape into the 
biosphere and integrate into native populations. 

The public reaction to failures in human cloning 
will, no doubt, be much louder. Already there has 
been debate on the morals of creating humans as 
organ banks. This is truly ghastly stuff as the Brave 
New World realized. However, as social ecologist 
Brian Tokar pointed out in a 1997 issue of the 
journal Food & Water, "The success rate for cloning 
in Scottish sheep was one live birth out of 277 
successful cell fusions. Who will be able to collect 
the 277, or perhaps 2,770 human eggs necessary to 
produce a human clone? How many deformed and 
sterile human clones will scientists create before 
one is able to live a normal life? There are other more 
technical obstacles as well, but the single greatest 
constraint on human cloning may be that no one 
wants to be responsible for the mistakes. 




Dear SFB, 

As a member of the Sierra 
Club, I was overjoyed that Carl 
Pope was pied by the BBB. He 
really needed a kick in the ass. 
As an angry environmentalist, 
yours is the only publication I 
can stomach. Thanx for not 
making me vomit, 

— Innocencia 

Dear shit for brains, .... j. 

It was most disheartening to 
see the cover of the last Journal, 
hope that next issue has some 
tree hugging steelworkers on the 
cover... hugging trees! 

Also, regarding the almighty 
salmon, it's an oxymoron that 
governments become impover- 
ished in the overdeveloped coun- 
tries... hell, the prime motiva- 
tion of most modern states is 
generating an income, and the 
control (speaking as an anarchist) 
that they exercise is just a irieariis 
to that end./, impoverished? 

Hell, tear down the state, wher-. 
ever, bit by bit, and the "middle 
class" will do their best to re- 
build... but we gotta keep tearing 
down, right? 

Get some of those treehugging 
steelworkers to help close down 


i i your long' letters awe/ hiXtinty' 


the iron mines... 

Just a voice howling in the 
wilderness... 

, — Smokey 

Dear SFB, 

,Our people will get a chuckle 
out of this! The phone rings at 
FBI headquarters. "Hello?" 

"Hello, is this the FBI?" 

"Yes. What do you want?" 

"I'm calling to report my 
neighbor AdrianThibodeaux! 
He is hiding marijuana inside . 
his firewood." 

"Thank you very much for 
the call, sir." 

The next day, the FBI agents 
descend on Thibodeaux's house. 
They search the shed where the 
firewood is kept. Using axes, 
they bust open every piece of 
wood but find no marijuana. 
They swear at Thibodeaux and 
leave. 

The phone rings at 
Thibodeaux's house. "Hey, 
Adrian! Did the FBI come?" 

"Yeah!" 

"Did they chop your fire- 
wood?" ’ , - 

"Yep"., ... . ; 

"Great, npw it's your turn to 
call. I need my garden plowed." 


Dear SFB readers, 

A recent issue had a review of 
the Pennsylvania Forestry Asso- 
ciations new book (for children) 
called Let’s Talk About 
Clearcutting. The website shown 
didn't work for me, so I sent a 
letter to the PFA requesting info. 
I was given the following web 
site, which did describe the book. 
In fact, you can order from the 
site, as well: www.cas.psu.edu/ 
dpcs/CASDEPT/FOREST/PFA/ 
pubs&prod.htm#Clearcutting. 

Hope this proves helpful. Boy, 
if 1 had $7.50 to spare/I'd LOVE 
to get my hands on a copy! 

— Britt 

Dear SFB, . 

George Franklin (Lughnasadh 
'99 issue, p.3), not Ted K., "got 
the question wrong." As with EF! 
and the stfeelworkers alliance to- 
day, the German CP of the 1930s 
appealed to the working class be- 
cause to appeal to the "middle 
class''— as Franklin now sug- 
gests— would have been tp adopt 
the Nazi programme of cross-class 
'national unity.’ So, as Ted asked, 
do we want to appease the Nazis 
or have an analysis of the system 
that allow^us to organize effec- 


tive resistance to it? 

As to what form resistance will 
take, , Franklin is reminded the 
German CP was the largest and 
most militant in Europe, but still 
couldn't stop the Nazis. The key 
reason is because they were shack- 
led by social democratic/trade 
union' consciousness that forced 
accomodation with a system they 
supposedly opposed. In this com- 
promise, their liberatory claims 
were as sham as the Nazis, 
and their politics as ma- 
nipulative in con- 
taining genuine 
grasifpots revolu- 
tionary instincts. 

'Then, those in- 
stincts manifested in (admittedly 
flawed) insurrectionary ultra-Left 
currents .like. Rosa Luxembourg's 
Spartacists, prepared to turn 
analysis into an all-out attack on 
the totality. Now, Ted K's actions 
show similar praxis, threatening 
to paralyse Amerika's entire mail 
and air infrastructures and hold- 
ing the US's technocratic elite 
hostage. His campaign was a 
greater threat to the totality than 
any Franklin might conceive as it 
was 'no compromise' resistance 
aimed at bringing down the sys- 


tem as a whole. ' 

Instead of insisting a movement 
be built first, Franklin should use 
such bold acts to build a likewise 
uncompromising movement. It 
doesn'tworktheotherwayround. 
No one will join a movement that 
doesn't act boldly and compro- 
mises to ‘build the movement' 
just lead to its recuperation. If he's 
not prepared to do this, no wonder 
Ted wants to leave his sort behind. 

Yours, for the destruction of 
Civilisation, 

—Oxford Ga's. 
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Judi in Ukiah during a Redwood Summer rally 


by Alicia Littletree 

Northern California Earth First! activists Judi Bari 
and Darryl Chemey won a stunning victory in their 
federal civil rights lawsuit against the FBI and the 
Oakland Police (OPD) on September 24, when the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco rejected the 
Oakland defendants' motion to be released from the 
case. But the three-judge, panel went even further, 
reinstating charges that the Oakland officers con- 
spired with the FBI to violate Bari and Chemey's First 
Amendment rights. You can check out the full text of 
the ruling at www.ce9.uscourts.gov. 

The Appeals Court decision denied the OPD's claims 
of immunity from prosecution for its false arrest and 
illegal searches of Bari and Chemey after a motion- 
triggered pipe bomb exploded beneath Bari's seat as 
they drove through Oakland on May 24, 1990. In a 
huge win for the environmentalists, the appellate 
panel also granted the plaintiffs' counter-appeal and 
reinstated conspiracy charges against the OPD, revers- 
ing a 1997 District Court decision. 

Erica Etelson, attorney for Chemey and for Bari's 
estate said, "The Oakland Police suffered a major 
setback... we are now set to prove their illegal con- 
spiracy to a jury." Said plaintiff Darryl Cherney, "The 
appeals court has raked the Oakland Police over the 
coals for their attempts to delay our case and their 
violation of our freedom of speech. The FBI and OPD's 
continuing abuses of the rights of American citizens 
must be stopped." 

At the core of the ruling is evidence of the OPD's 
role in falsely arresting Bari and Chemey within 

Lakota Students 

by Alex 

As few as 60 years ago, the waters of the Missouri 
River in the northern Great Plains rose in the spring, 
fed by winter's melting snows, and gave life to the 
myriad of flora and fauna that depended on them. 
That intricate cycle of death and rebirth had been 
witnessed by the Lakota, Dakota and Nakota ever 
since the Great Spirit created them. But the harmony 
between man and nature was violently interrupted in 
the 1940s when the government that had forced the 
native people to draw lines around themselves started 
building massive dams on the river. The Pick-Sloan 
Dam system flooded huge parcels of fertile land, prime 
hunting grounds and entire villages recognized by 
treaty as the territory of a sovereign Sioux Nation. 

"The assimilation of the Sioux Nation began with 
the building of the dams," says Gary Crowe, a Dakota 
elder and community organizer. The treaties of the 
1800s had required the Sioux to abandon their tradi- 
tional land-based livelihoods in favor of meager gov- 
ernment handouts, and the missionaries and the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs' (BIA) notorious schools taught 
native children to be ashamed of their culture and 
look up to the white man's ways long before the dams 
were built. But with the dams had come "economic 
development," and the assimilation began in earnest 
with the growth of a commercial and recreational 
economy on the Missouri. 

Today the outlook for young Native Americans on 
any of the five divided reservations in South Dakota is 
as bleak as ever. Pine Ridge Reservation (Oglala Lakota) 
is the poorest county in the US; unemployment is 
estimated at over 90 percent, and alcoholism and 
substance abuse are often the only ways out for many. 
The white people's development marches steadily 
onward, scarring treaty-protected land. 
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hours of the blast and in concocting two separate 
search warrant affidavits, both of which grossly 
misrepresented key facts about the bomb and about 
the nature of Earth Firstl's political activities. The 
OPD argued that the FBI gave them false informa- 
tion that the bomb had been visible on the back seat 
floorboard and thus the activists must have known 
they were carrying it. The appellate court ruled the 
OPD had no right to rely on false statements by the 
FBI, stating, "[The OPD] had been at the scene and 
had personally observed the location of the hole 
caused by the explosion... underneath the driver's 
seat." The court also points to the plaintiffs' asser- 
tion that the OPD "knowingly or recklessly omitted 
mention of the death threats against Bari," clear 
indications that she and Cherney were targets of a 
politically motivated assassination attempt due to 
their environmental activism. 

Finally, the court ruled that Bari and Cherney 
"have presented sufficient circumstantial evidence 
that [the Oakland Police] intended to inhibit their 
First Amendment activities, and that they entered a 
conspiracy to further this goal." This included pro- 
viding inaccurate information to the media, moni- 
toring Earth First! prior to the bombing and acting 
"in close cooperation with [FBI] conspirators" to 
contribute misinformation during the process of 
obtaining search warrants of Bari and Cherney's 
homes. The ruling clears a significant hurdle for the 
environmental activists on their way to a jury trial. 
We now expect the court to set a date for the trial 
within the next three months. 

The false arrest of Judi and Darryl for bombing 
themselves is a case study in how law enforcement 
creates its own myths about effective activist groups 
and then sets out to use the media to convince the 
public that we are a danger and must be stopped. We 
can see this trend happening all over the country, 
from Ohio to New Mexico, with the use of arson, 
pepper spray and bombs against environmental activ- 
ists in 1999. In all of these cases the activists are 
usually blamed, and no charges have been filed 
against any of the perpetrators. 

Also noteworthy is the Appellate Court's affir- 
mation of the repressive relationship between 

Occupy Island 

Most recently, Sen. Tom Daschle (D-SD), the 
current Senate minority leader, working in con- 
cert with the Republican Governor Bill Janklow, 
introduced stealth legislation in Washington 
that would unilaterally transfer 200,000 acres 
of treaty land from federal jurisdiction to the 
state and the tribal councils of two of the 
reservations. 

Traditional elders, who once constituted the 
tribal decision-making leadership, have often been 
deeply skeptical of tribal council motives since the 
days when members were hand-picked by the BIA and 
served American corporate interests. If Daschle's Miti- 
gation Act passes Congress, the state wants water- 
skiing, motels and possibly riverboat gambling on the 
90 percent of Missouri River banks within state bor- 
ders. In addition to violating sovereignty, elders worry 
the Act will threaten wildlife, medicinal plants and 
centuries-old burial sites. 

The Paha Sapa (Black Hills), revered as a shrine by 
over 20 plains tribes, have already been illegally taken, 
and in a great insult to a proud, resistant people, both 
a town and a state park in the Hills have been named 
after General Custer, one of the most virulent Indian 
killers from an age of savage butchery of native peoples. 
It is no coincidence either that the Hills of Mount 
Rushmore have been defaced with massive carved 
portraits of the invaders' leaders. 

When FBI-sanctioned militias began a terror cam- 
paign on Pine Ridge in the early 1970s, scores of 
political or traditional Lakotas started being myste- 
riously murdered, and the FBI refused to investigate. 
The fledgling American Indian Movement (AIM), a 
warrior society led by Leonard Peltier and others, 
took an armed stand for survival at Wounded Knee, 
resulting in a 71 -day siege and gun battle with 
federal agents. But while AIM survives despite 


For BARi/CliERNEy 

the police and the FBI. By reinstating the conspiracy 
charges against the Oakland Police, the court is casting 
light on an insidious reality well-known to activists 
and other targets of law enforcement abuses: the FBI's 
use of local cops to gather information and to make 
arrests at times when constitutional protections would 
otherwise prevent the FBI from taking suspects into 
custody. 

Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney's civil rights lawsuit 
was filed in 1991, one year after the environmental 
activists were bombed while driving through Oakland 
on an organizing tour for the nonviolent Earth First! 
Redwood Summer campaign. The bomb nearly killed 
Judi, leaving her severely disabled. She died of breast 
cancer in 1997. 

Within minutes of the blast, the FBI arrived on the 
scene, and the Oakland Police arrested Bari and 
Chemey just hours later for transporting the bomb 
that had been meant to kill them. The lawsuit charges 
the FBI and OPD with false arrest, illegal search and 
seizure, and conspiracy to violate the activists' First 
Amendment rights by using the bombing as an 
excuse to falsely associate Bari, Chemey and Earth 
First! with violence in order to undermine their 
political activism in defense of the redwoods. No 
legitimate investigation was ever conducted, and the 
bombers remain at large. 

The Redwood Summer Justice Project has contin- 
ued to pursue this case against the FBI and Oakland 
Police to expose the FBI's use of illegal counter- 
intelligence operations targeting environmental ac- 
tivists. Other notorious cases of FBI disruption in- 
clude the frame-up and illegal imprisonment of 
Black Panther leader Geronimo Ji Jaga (Pratt) and 
American Indian Movement leader Leonard Peltier, 
still incarcerated after 24 years. 

For more information contact Redwood Sum- 
mer Justice Project, POB 14720, Santa Rosa, CA 
95402; (707) 887-0262, 887-0865 (fax); 
www.monitor.net/~bari. 


Leonard's unjust incarceration and the FBI's 
COINTELPRO (counter intelligence program) tac- 
tics, the Lakota Student Alliance believes that this 
time nonviolent action is more appropriate to 
counter American thievery. 

Since March 22, it has led an occupation, under the 
guidance of elders, at LaFramboise Island, an undis- 
turbed piece of wilderness on the Missouri within 
sight of the State House. The island is a rare reminder 
of the sandbars that were once common habitat for 
wildlife and diverse plant species. A sacred fire has 
been burning in the camp, called Oceti Sakowin, since 
the start of the occupation. The name refers to the 
seven sacred council fires, which symbolize the seven 
original Lakota bands. 

The organizers' goal is to call international attention 
to the blatant violation of the terms of the 1868 Ft. 
Laramie treaty, which states that treaty land cannot be 
ceded without the consent of at least three-quarters of 
the Sioux Nation's adult men. Since both the US 
Constitution and Supreme Court recognize the supe- 
riority of treaty law over federal law, Daschle's act is on 
weak legal foundation. 

About 50 outraged tribal representatives left Pierre, 
South Dakota, in caravan on September 9 to lobby 
Washington bureaucrats for a repeal of the bill. 

continued on page 1 1 



Transporting the sacred fire to Washington DC (notice stovepipe) 
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Itlilitary Pences m Chiapas Communities 

TEAR GAS AND BARBED" WIRE ACCOMPANY GOVERNMENT-SANCTIONED ROADS 


BY IRLANDESA 

Rich in natural resources — oil, hy- 
droelectric power, minerals and bio- 
sphere — Chiapas also reflects, in stun- 
ning relief, the polarities being 
wrought by the unchecked, chaotic 
advance of the globalizing economy. 
Partly in order to guard and to facili- 
tate the extraction of these resources, 
the military has swelled around 
Mexico's southernmost state. Seventy 
thousand soldiers have been dis- 
patched to the state over the last five 
years — one-third of the Mexi- 
can army. Even with the mas- 
sive wealth of the area's re- 
sources, 70 percent of the chil- 
dren of the state are classified 
as being severely malnourished. 

On January 1, 1994, the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) went into 
effect. That same day the 
Zapatista Army of National Lib- 
eration (EZLN) rose up, stun- 
ning and mesmerizing 
Chiapas, Mexico and the world 
with their ya basta! (enough 
already!) to 500 years of op- 
pression, -marginalization and 
exclusion. 

The EZLN is protected under 
a federal law that was put in 
place during the peace talks, which 
broke off in 1996 due to the 
government's refusal to honor ac- 
cords which it had signed with them 
on indigenous rights and culture. The 
government has, equally, refused to 
honor the words of the law. 

Subsequently, the Mexican govern- 
ment — through its notoriously corrupt 
single party political structure — has 
been carrying out a program of low 
intensity warfare in Chiapas: forming, 
arming and training paramilitary 
groups; inciting and encouraging in- 
ter-community, inter-ethnicity and 
inter-religious conflict; and creating a 
de facto police state with blatant disre- 
gard for fundamental, protected rights, 
such as freedom of expression, move- 
ment and security. 

Part of the government's work, of 
course, has involved making Chiapas 
safe for the long arm of multinational 
investors and the peripatetic north- 
ern entrepreneur. The govern- 
ment understands that the 
Zapatistas are a threat to that 
agenda, with their unseemly 
calls for dignity, honor and 
fairness in a global system that 
long ago discarded the Mayan 
people and their ways. 

The Zapatistas do not want 
the government's roads be- 
cause of what they bring. The 
government's agenda is 
simple: open up natural areas 
for current and future exploi- 
tation while moving the Army 
into the indigenous commu- 
nities. And what they bring is 
not so simple: military and 
paramilitary harassment, al- 
cohol, prostitution, social and 
economic peonage, chaos and 
the destruction of their lives 
and of their futures. The com- 
munities have been denounc- 
ing this degradation forever. 

The Zapatistas are far from 
being against development, 


but they demand that the develop- 
ment be of their own making and in 
harmony with their lives. Against pro- 
found odds, they have been quietly 
developing autonomous municipali- 
ties, locally elected structures that 
manage the administration of their 
communities. Zapatista rebel autono- 
mous schools, clinics, cooperatives 
and communications are all being 
met by guns, blackmail and disloca- 
tion. 

They did not want the road in 
Amador Hernandez, a town in the 


rebel municipality of Emiliano Zapata, 
constitutional municipality of 
Ocosingo. It sits in the Amador Val- 
ley, at the edge of the Montes Azules 
biosphere reserve. 

The Chiapas government has been 
determined to build a highway 
through the selva (jungle), skirting the 
Montes Azules biosphere reserve. It 
began roadwork on August 12, 1999, 
on the stretch from Amador 
Hernandez-San Quintin, the site of a 
large military complex. Local residents, 
both from Amador Hernandez and 
from nearby communities, are firmly 
opposed to this construction. The 
Zapatistas understand this is an ex- 
cuse for the deployment of more mili- 
tary and security forces into the selva 
region. Since August 14, the Mexican 
army has sent 10,000 soldiers into 
new camps in the Lacandon Jungle. 

The other longer-term reason for 
the government's interest in building 


roads through these areas has been 
the current and future protection of 
exploitable resources. These are re- 
sources the government has gone to 
extreme measures to keep shrouded in 
the mists of secrecy and labyrinthine 
sophistry. Some of these resources are 
called oil. Others are called biosphere 
samples for the pirates who are even 
now plundering the protected areas of 
the Montes Azules. Others have not 
yet been named. 

Residents from the community and 
neighboring villages had' begun a 
peaceful and relentless sit- 
in on August 12 in front of 
the soldiers' line and 
barbed-wire. They were 
shortly joined by students 
who had been gathered in 
La Realidad for a confer- 
ence organized by the 
EZLN. Then more students, 
,, teachers and solidarity 
| groups came. The govern- 
1 ment responded with para- 
•f troopers, an abundance of 
H sophisticated weaponry, 
1 tear gas, and equally inflam- 
& matory words and threats. 
They continued to unroll 
kilometers of barbed wire, 
appropriated a working 
field in order to set up a 
landing strip for their helicopters and 
established a military camp. 

Ultimately, the community's words 
and dignity were heard, and the road- 
work was halted. At least for now and 
at least this time. The Mexican gov- 
ernment will, most certainly, bide its 
time, reassure investors and continue 
to quietly funnel soldiers, armored 
tanks, high-powered weapons and 
electronic surveillance equipment 
into the heart of the selva and into 
the lives of the indigenous. 

And, equally certain, the Zapatistas 
will continue to oppose them. As 
Subcomandante Insurgente Marcos of 
the Clandestine Revolutionary Indig- 
enous Committee of the EZLN made 
clear in August: "We want the high- 
ways to serve so that the wealth that is 
in the Chiapaneco soil will be for the 
benefit of all Mexicans and not for it 
to be sold to foreign money. We want 
the highways to be for Mexico's inde- 
pendence and sovereignty, 
and not for the great and 
powerful to order us about as 
if we were their slaves and to 
buy this country as if it were 
cheap goods... 

"But as long as the high- 
ways serve to increase op- 
pression, misery and death 
among the indigenous com- 
munities, the Zapatistas will 
be opposed to them, we will 
resist. Even though we suffer 
in the resistance, even 
though they attack us, even 
though they imprison us, 
even though they kill us, 
even though they tell lies 
about us, we will not permit 
the government's actions 
that only cause death, mis- 
ery, neglect and fear..." 

For more information con- 
tact the Mexico Solidarity 
Network at (773) 583-7728; 
msn@mexicosolidarity.org; 
www.mexicosolidarity.org. 




Free-trade Luncheon Crashed 

- . _ ... 

On September 16, some 60 demonstrators crashed a 
luncheon Colorado Governor Bill Owens was attend- 
ing with a trade delegation he is leading to Mexico. 

The purposes of the intervention were: 1 ) to protest 
p the violation of human rights by the Mexican army 
and federal and state governments; 2) to enlighten 
investors about the consequences of their activity to 
the people of Mexico, especially the Mayan indig- 
enous;. and 3) to unmask, the deceit of the United 
State-Mexico Chamber of Commerce aboutrthe situa- 
; tidn of war in Chiapas. Protesters entered the dining ' 
room in Denver's Downtown Embassy Suites Hotel 
and shouted their message with a bullhorn. After the 
arrival of more police and the arrests, protesters con- 
tinued demonstrating in front of the hotel and in the 
nearby area. 

I Among those present besides the governor were Gil 
Cisneros, executive director of the United States- 
Mexico Chamber of Commerce, the Mexican consul 
in Denver, and many of the SS business and commu- 
nity leaders who will travel to Mexico to encourage 
more trade between Colorado and Mexico. They will 
meet with President Ernesto Zedillo, to whom the 
protesters want Gwens to carry a message to stop the 


war in Chiapas. 
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Riot-clad military face off with community members. 


Pigeon shoot canceled 

What would have been the 66th 
annual Hegins Pigeon Shoot was can- 
celed at the end of August by the 
event's organizers. The event began 
in 1934 and has been the focus of 
animal rights activists for the last de- 
cade. Each Labor Day, thousands of 
pigeons were released from boxes and 
fired upon at close range by shotgun 
wielding participants who paid a fee 
to compete for prizes and cash. The 
annual event raised over $40,000 a 
year for Hegins, Pennsylvania. The 
Fund for Animals has documented j 
that only 25 percent of the birds were 
killed immediatelyby the gunfire. The 
woundedbirdswereretrievedbyyouth 
of the community called "trapper 
boys" who dispatched the wounded 
pigeons by tearing the birds' heads 
from their bodies, smashing them 
against the ground, stomping on them 
or tossing them into a barrel filled 
with other dead and dying pigeons. 

In 1995 the Animal Liberation Front 
freed 500 pigeons that were to be part 
of the event. In 1997, seven activists 
formed a human road block by link- 
ing their arms within 10-gallon con- 
tainers of concrete, closing the pri- 
mary road leading to the pigeon shoot 
and delaying the event. Robert Tobash, 
a member of the committee that spon- 
sors the pigeon shoot, was disap- 
pointed that outside interference 
forced the event’s cancellation. "We 
are not willing to subject our towns- 
people to additional violence and ter- 
rorism by a group of out-of-state indi- 
viduals who teel they are morally su- 
perior to our local citizens," he said. 

"It isn't that we hate pigeons, we treat 
them well until they get shot." 

Judge halts construction 
of Ralco Dam 

Santiago Judge Mario Carroza re- 
cently upheld a September 8 decision 
halting construction at the $540 mil- 
lion Ralco Dam on Chile's Bio Bio 
River. He ruled that if the work were 
allowed to proceed before courts had 
a chance to investigate the merits of a 
case brought by two Pehuenche in- 
digenous opponents of the dam, "the 
environmental damage would be irre- 
versible and create numerous difficul- 
ties for the residents of the area." The 
rejection of the appeal made by state 
environmental authorities and energy 
company Endesa Espana (EE), the gi- 
ant Spanish energy conglomerate, will 
indefinitely postpone construction of 
the 570 MW hydroelectric project 
because the appeals court has no pre- 
scribed time in which it must act. 

The huge project is the second of a 
series of dams proposed for construc- 
tion on the Bio Bio River to assure 
Chile's energy requirements into the 
next century. Opponents, however, 
say. the arrival of cheap natural gas 
from Argentina changes the economic 
need and viability, of additional hy- 
droelectric power. They further argue 
> that local indigenous cultures will be 
destroyed as a result of the dam's 
construction, as will eco-tourism de- 
velopment possibilities. 

In related news, EE, which earlier 
this year took control of Chilean en- 
ergy firm Endesa Chile, officially con- 
firmed its intentions to go forward 
with the controversial 570 MW Ralco 
Dam hydroelectric project. A com- 
pany spokesman had said earlier this 
month that the Ralco project was "un- 
der review, " sparking speculation that 
the new owners might abandon the 
pro|ect. Approximately $130 million 
of an estimated construction cost of 
$540 million has been spent. 
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of a new 

McDonalds in Millau; France, was 
trashed by militants of the Confedera- 
tion Paysanne, a radical rural group. 
Other "McDos," as the French have 
nicknamed the eateries, have been 
blockaded by farmers or had truckloads 
of rotting fruit and vegetables dumped 
in their parking lots. 

In the town of Bergerac, farm animals 
were let loose inside the McDonalds in 
an ongoing, nasty fight pitting the 
United States against France and its 
European Union partners. 

For some luminaries in the Paris in- 
telligentsia, the mini-revolt in the coun- 
tryside has been embraced as yet an- 
other case of brave Gallic resistance to 
US dictate. "America, imperial power 
doesn't just intend to stuff our heads 
with its diplomatic obsessions or its 
cul tural products, " wrote Franz-Olivier 
Giesbert, editor of the conservative 
daily he Figaro. 

Disgruntled cows tell Blair 
"No to GM" 

Hundreds of protesters dressed as cows 
and chickens marched to the annual 
conference of Britain's ruling Labour 
Party on September 26, with one mes- 
sage for the government— "say no to 
genetic modification (GMj." 

In a camival-like atmos] 
ered outside 

ill 

JjjU-. 

. . _^^‘Frahkerikeiri!fohds" I 
sang songs including Old Monsanto 
Had A Farm" and danced before pre- 
senting a 15,000-signature petition 
against GM to the government. 

The issue has even penetrated the 
canteens of the House of Commons, 
which has put up signs saying that 
food served to Britain's lawmakers is 
GM-free. 

Round-up with dinner? 

IT 

People attending the Seeds of Resis- 
tance gathering from September 6-8, 
challenged participants at the World 
Seed Conference in Cambridge, En- 
gland on the claimed benefits of seed 
monopolization. They raised questions 
about -the implications of terminator 
technology and the privatization of 
eeds in developing countries. Activists 
highlighted seed issues and sold Illegal 
’ it varieties that are not reg- 


ple i 


During a dinner for the conference 
Seeds of Resistance protesters entered 
the enormous banquet hall proclaim- 
ing the need to save the seed. Cutlery 
was quickly put down and some ap- 
plause was given. People carrying spray 
bottles labeled as Round-up wandered 
from table to table asking diners if they 
would like some Round-up with their 
jneals. Most declined but were told, 
i "Well neither do We, but we have no 
choice," before having the remains of 
their meals sprayed with harmless salt- 
water. Most delegates and their guests 

. seemed amused. 
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BLOCKADEKS 1J1> THE ANTE AT 

HIGHWAY 55 


by the Big Woods Earth First! 

MEDIA COLLECTIVE 

On September 25, over 400 people 
gathered for a march and rally spon- 
sored by the North-South 55 Alliance 
to protest the destruction of 
Minnehaha Park and sacred land on 
the south side and the destruction of 
affordable housing on the north side 
of Minneapolis. 

The event began with a rally at the 
site of the destroyed housing on the 
north side and proceeded to city hall. 
Police escorted the marchers, block- 
ing traffic as we crossed intersections 
and followed the group to 
"protect us" from any an- 
gry motorists. We took the 
streets! 

At City Hall over 800 
people listened to speak- 
ers, singers and poets and 
watched street theater pro- 
testing the behavior of city 
officials who turn deaf ears 
and blind eyes to the needs 
and demands of our vi- 
brant communities. Dur- 
ing the rally, Earth First! 
activists scaled a parking 
garage and hung a huge 
banner that said "Homes 
Not Roads: Stop the 55 
Reroute" with a big anarchy symbol 
on it. After dangling from ropes for 
about an hour, all the activists es- 
caped without arrest. 

We then marched the remainder of 
the nine miles to the site of the Four 
Oaks Spiritual Encampment for a Da- 
kota pipe ceremony and a community 
potluck feast. It was a beautiful day, 
and the event laid the groundwork for 
the events of the coming week. 

During the early morning hours of 
September 27, several activists pro- 
testing the reroute of Highway 55 in 
south Minneapolis set up a tripod and 
locked down over the Minnehaha 
Creek bridge. Two people U-locked to 
the tripod, one at the top and one at 
the base. A treesit in a 300-year-old 
cottonwood tree located next to the 
bridge along the banks of the creek 
has been ongoing for the past two 
months. 

For the next 14 hours the bridge was 
closed, forcing the police to reroute all 
traffic around the site. A 15-block sec- 
tion was closed to through traffic dur- 
ing the afternoon rush. Construction 
activity continued and dump trucks 
drove in and out of the site until one 
truck was blocked by activists who 
locked on to its front bumper. News- 
paper journalists and television crews 
were at the scene throughout the day. 

At approximately 4:30 p.m. state 
police along with Minneapolis Police 
began to set up a line with yellow 
tape and parked squad cars. Asjiews 
helicopters circled overhead 400 
people from the neighborhood and 
community watched while police at- 
tempted to move the crowd back away 
from the tripod and the cottonwood. 
A few people flattened squad tires 
and a couple of nuns from a nearby 
church placed bumper stickers on the 
squad cars and began to sing "We 
Shall Overcome." 

At 6:30, after the evening newscast 
was finished, police officers along with 
fire department personnel set up a 
blue curtain around the tripod. Thirty 


minutes later activists where removed 
using the jaws of life. Once broken 
free and checked, both were immedi- 
ately handcuffed and taken into cus- 
tody. At 7 :00, while seven people were 
occupying the cottonwood, one cling- 
ing to a traverse line, a tree cutting 
crew in a raised cherry picker bucket 
began to cut whole limbs and branches 
over the roadway to scare the treesitters 
down. Outraged the entire crowd be- 
gan to storm the police lines, only to 
be- pushed back, causing nine arrests, 



A multifaceted coalition took to the streets on September 25. 


including one for throwing eggs. 

The traverse line was cut leaving the 
cottonwood sitters in a life threaten- 
ing situation. The police claimed that 
cutting was necessary in order to make 
it easier to bring a bucket or ladder 
truck up to the height of the protest- 
ers. While the police were doing this, 
one of the protesters jumped down on 
the raised arm of the cherry picker 
causing it to fall. He then locked to it. 
Another swung down from the tree, 
but fell 15 feet and was immediately 
taken to the hospital. Luckily no seri- 
ous injuries occurred. 

By 10:00 only four people were left 
up in the tree. Seven state patrol cars 
parked right below it for the night. In 
all 1 7 people were arrested that day. A 
candlelight vigil was set up, and many 
people stayed, holding signs and 
candles. The crowd on the bridge 
ranged from 10 to 50 people through- 
out the following days. On Septem- 
ber 30, two of the four treesitters 
decided to come down to save food 
and water for the remaining two. A 
large crowd showed up to witness it. 
On October 2, one more treesitter 
came down because of extremely cold 
nights and only enough blankets for 
one in the tree. 

As things stand, one person is still 
occupying the tree and folks are still 
holding signs and chanting, while state 
troopers sit right across the road wag- 
ing their war of attrition, denying the 
sitter the vital support, visits and love 
she needs. There is enough food and 
water in the tree for six weeks, but not 
enough blankets or warm clothes to 
withstand the cold Minnesota nights. 

At a different site on September 28, 
1 3 students involved with the Student 
Coalition Against the Reroute (SCAR) 
entered the front lobby of the Minne- 
sota Department of Transportation 
(MnDOT) and using lockboxes and U- 
locks occupied the building for several 
hours. This action, coming right on 
the heels of the tripod/road blockade 
and carried out by people who did not 


live at the encampment, surprised the 
MnDOT. 

In retaliation MnDOT sent a tree 
cutting crew to the site of the original 
Minnehaha Free State. Here they cut 
13 trees the first day, one for every 
person arrested at MnDOT headquar- 
ters. New treesits are being constructed 
and the level of police and worker 
violence is increasing. 

If you are unable to come and join 
us, send money or items of support 
to power4u c/o Bob (Greenberg, 201 
E 27th St., #1, Minneapolis, 
MN 55408; (612) 362-3387. 
We are in need of money 
(please put Minnehaha Free 
State in memo of check), 
climbing gear, shelters 
(tents, tipis, tarps), food, etc. 

You can also write to the 
following people, urging 
them to stop the reroute of 
Highway 55 and stop brutal- 
izing the resisters!: Governor 
Jesse Ventura, 130State Capi- 
tol, 75 Constitution Ave., St. 
Paul, MN 55155; (651) 296- 
3391; Elwyn Tinklenberg, 
Commissioner Minnesota 
Department of Transporta- 
tion, 395 John Ireland Blvd., St. Paul, 
MN 55155; (651) 296-3000; Mayor 
Sharon Sayles Belton, 350 S. 5th Street, 
Minneapolis, MN 55415; (612) 673- 
2100; Mr. Alan R. Steger, Division Ad- 
ministrator, FHWA Galtier Plaza, Suite 
500, 175 E 5th Street, St. Paul, MN 
55101; (651) 291-6100. 


ELF Wrenches 
Highway 55 

From the communique 

"We are claiming responsibility 
for the second attack upon CS 
McRossan's machinery. In the 
early morning hours of October 3, 
the Earth Liberation Front entered 
the construction site on highway 
55 in Minneapolis. Machines that 
were found with accessible holes 
had sand poured into the oil or 
were drained. Three machines had 
hoses and wires cut before the 
elves escaped into the night. This 
follows an attack earlier in the 
week on September 27, when a 
visit was paid to CS McRossan's 
offices in Maple Grove, where we 
slashed conveyor belts and dam- 
aged machinery. We see highway 
5 5 as symbolic of the larger system 
that is strangling us of air and 
water. The NAFTA superhighway 
and the roads into the forests are 
all a symptom of the sick capitalist 
system that puts profits before 
people or ecosystems. As long as 
the trees continue to fall, so will 
the profits made of this project. 
This is just the beginning of a new 
level of battling against Highway 
55 and car culture. We urge the 
elves of the world to unite against 
the profit hauling infrastructures 
around the globe. Target machines, 
offices and equipmentused to build 
roads. We are everywhere, and we 
are watching. We will be back. 
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Hog Waste Splooges in the 

Wake of Floyd’s Floods 
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by Fetzer Mills Jr. 

A hideous stench hangs in the air of Duplin 
County, North Carolina. It's a smell unlike any- 
thing else: rotting animal carcasses, raw sewage, 
animal waste and decaying vegetation. As Hurri- 
cane Floyd's record-breaking floodwaters receded, 
pools of rank, fetid water topped with an oily 
rainbow slick are everywhere. 

Driving down Highway 41, the main artery in this 
quarter of the county, things appear normal. The 
once-submerged houses along the route are now 
above water and mostly appear undamaged. Upon 
closer inspection almost every house is abandoned. 
All the furnishings, carpeting, linoleum, drywall, 
clothing and household goods of the occupants are 
piled high in the yards waiting for trucks to haul 
them away to the dump. 

At some houses a pall of black smoke hangs in the 
air, as the owners pile their contaminated belongings 
onto enormous fiery pyres, sending contaminants 
into the air. The empty houses, without their win- 
dow dressings or drywall, doors and windows open 
wide, appear skeletal, like gaping skulls. 

The floodwaters in Duplin County were so con- 
taminated by drowned hogs and chickens, spilled 
and overflowing hog lagoons, human sewage and 
other contaminants that anything soaked by it was 
unsalvageable. Most area residents picked up bottled 
water, afraid that the groundwater and rivers are so 
thoroughly contaminated that it will be years before 
it's safe to drink again. 

They're probably right. Leon Chesnin, professor 
emeritus of waste management and utilization at the 
University of Nebraska at Lincoln, said that it takes 
20 years for the waste from a hog lagoon overflow or 
spill to filter down through the groundwater and 
another 20 years to clean itself. That means the water 
will be contaminated for another 40 years. 

„ In addition to animal wastes from an estimated 100 
flooded or spilled hog lagoons and a large number of 
poultry operations, 24 human wastewater treatment 
plants flooded and hundreds, possibly thousands of 
tanks containing petroleum products, pesticides and 
other chemicals spilled. Thousands of flooded homes, 
businesses, automobiles and junkyards released toxic 
chemicals into the floodwaters. 

A hurricane may be an "act of God," but the 
magnitude of the environmental disaster in North 
Carolina was strictly human-made. Much of the 
flooding and the groundwater contamination can be 
attributed to the state's furious drainage and devel- 
opment of wetland areas and its resistance to vigilant 
environmental regulation of agribusiness. 

Since North Carolina began draining its 1 1-mil- 
lion acres of wetlands in the 1700s, more than half 
have been destroyed forever. Between the mid- 
1970s and the mid-1980s, North Carolina led the 
nation in lost wetlands acreage, says Derb Carter of 


wetlands] made over the last 30 years. It is our 
opinion that intensive land use in marginal areas 
has directly contributed to the seriousness of the 
flooding from expectedly and predictably large 
amounts of rainfall." 

Wetlands provide a natural escape valve for 
flooding by distributing and absorbing excess wa- 
ter. Swamps and marshes absorb and disperse 
floodwaters, and areas called "dry wetlands, " found 
around the headwaters of streams and in the 100- 
year flood plain, complete the job. Wetlands serve 
another function as well: They're a natural filtration 
system, like human kidneys, removing all sorts of 
toxins and pollutants from the water, especially 
nitrates from animal waste. Nitrogen depletes oxy- 
gen and can kill fish. All of North Carolina's 
shellfishing beds are closed now, and experts expect 
major fish kills in the future. 

While the dry wetlands are one of the most impor- 
tant natural resources for controlling and containing 
floods, they are also the most vulnerable to being lost 
because they're not picturesque like marshes and 
swamps with their cattails and swamp grasses. It's 
more difficult to make a case for the preservation of 
dry wetlands and much easier to engineer their 
draining. Consequently, housing developments, fac- 
tories, junkyards, hog farms, hog lagoons, agricul- 
tural operations and other businesses have cropped 
up in the 100-year flood plain, legally. 

But the consequences of building in the flood plain 



. . , - 

* 

mm* 

f§§jjg 



Hog waste lagoons and drowned hogs spilled into the Neuse River 
have been two fold. It has deprived the area of a 


Hogs began to pile up as clean-up started. 

The legislature has repeatedly refused to restrict or 
regulate building in the flood plains or to provide 
funding to enforce existing regulations. Don Reuter, 
spokesman for the state's Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources, said that in the 1988 
and 1989 sessions of the General Assembly, the 
legislature refused to provide funding for a wetlands 
protection bill that could have mitigated the extent 
of the flooding. 

Likewise, the state has balked at regulating the 
agriculture industry, whose lax treatment of ani- 
mal waste has contributed to the pollution prob- 
lems. North Carolina has more hogs than people, 
around seven-million people to nine-million hogs. 
A hog produces between two to five times as much 
waste on a daily basis as a human. Yet hog farmers 
haven't been required to treat the waste or dispose 
of it in an environmentally sound manner. Most 
store the waste in open-air lagoons, essentially 
ponds filled with hog waste. When the lagoons fill 
farmers reduce the level by spraying the untreated 
waste on fields, where it runs off into the 
watersheds. 

From the 1970s until 1995, the hog in- 
dustry was virtually unregulated. Indeed, 
any attempts at regulation were blocked by 
the legislature. Because of lavish campaign 
contributions from the hog industry, the 
legislature passed bill after bill allowing 
special tax exemptions and lax environ- 
mental regulations. 

In 1991 the legislature passed a bill that 
enabled the state to levy strong fines against 
polluters for discharging animal wastes into 
streams. But an amendment tacked onto it 
by Sen. Wendell Murphy, then the state's 
1 largest hog farmer with a billion-dollar 
operation, exempted poultry and hog farms. 
® That same year, a bill allowed the North 
^ Carolina Pork Producers Association to col- 
li lect a one-cent-per-hog levy, in order to 
| lobby legislators and pay for lawsuits 
| brought against the hog industry. 

| In 1993 legislation was passed denying 
| the state Department of Environmental 
Management — the agency charged with 
regulating hog wastes — access to infor- 
floodwaters. mation, kept by the state Department of 
Agriculture, about the number and loca- 
tion of hog farms. 


the Southern Environmental Center. The state still 
issues permits to drain around 1,000 acres of wet- 
lands every year, he says. 

Although Governor James B. Hunt is calling Floyd 
a "500-year flood" and assuring residents that it will 
not happen again during their lifetimes, that's not 
strictly accurate. It's true that the extent of this 
month's flooding was unprecedented, but the heavy 
rainfall is not without comparison. Two hurricanes, 
Floyd and Dennis, hit North Carolina just weeks 
apart, both dropping heavy rains. There have been 
other cases of multiple hurricanes battering the 
state. In 1955, for instance, three major hurricanes — 
Connie, Diane and lone — hit North Carolina just 
weeks apart. All of them dropped extraordinarily 
heavy rains, in a year that had already featured 
massive storms. 

Most scientists believe the reason for Floyd's mas- 
sive damage is due to the massive drainage of the 
state's wetlands. Doug Rader, a biologist with the 
Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) who's conferred 
with a number of other experts about the flood, 
said, "We, as scientists, believe that a significant 
part of the flooding and the severity of its impact is 
a result of poor management decisions [regarding 


natural barrier against flooding. Structures built on 
flood plains, once submerged, release into the water 
what one state official called "a witch's brew" of toxic 
substances — household chemicals, chemicals and pe- 
troleum products from automobiles, pesticides and 
heating oil. 

The 24 human wastewater facilities that flooded 
don't begin to tell the story of human-waste con- 
tamination of the waters. Most municipal sewage 
lines in eastern North Carolina run through the 
flood plain in order to take advantage of natural 
drainage properties and save money on pumping 
stations and elevated sewer lines. There's no way to 
tell how much sewage leaked into the flooded 
waters through outlets on sewer lines built where 
they shouldn't have been. Kinston, a small city with 
a population of around 25,000 people, for example, 
is built on the Neuse River. Kinston's sewage treat- 
ment plant, built in the Neuse flood plain, was 
totally submerged by the floods. 

"That means," said Rick Dove with Neuse 
Riverkeeper, "every toilet that flushes in Kinston 
during the flood discharges directly into the Neuse. " 
Dove said that the Neuse is now a maroon color from 
waste and chemical spills. 


In 1995, an eight-acre hog waste lagoon at Ocean 
View Farms in Onslow County spilled more than 20- 
million gallons of waste into the New River, and 
momentum began to shift away from hog farmers. 
Most proposed environmental regulations of hog 
farms have passed since 1995 — but almost always in 
a significantly weaker form than introduced. 

The legislature, for instance, put a moratorium on 
establishing new hog farms or expanding existing 
ones unless the farms implement new, environmen- 
tally safe measures to deal with hog wastes. But 
existing hog farms were not required to do away with 
hog lagoons or convert to new waste management 
technologies, and many farms have been able to 
expand dramatically without imposing new systems, 
thanks to loopholes in the law. 

The worst is not necessarily over for North Caro- 
lina. If stricter policies regulating wetlands and hog 
farms are not enacted the next "500" year flood could 
bring unwelcome toxic wastes, hogs, chickens and 
other random floaters to your dinner table. 

Fetzer Mills Jr. is a North Carolina native and the 
former Raleigh bureau chief for Freedom Newspapers. 
He is now a Tennessee freelance writer. This article 
originally appeared in Salon. 
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More Mexican Wolves Dead 



by Michael Robinson 

In 1914, at the behest of the ranch- 
ing industry, Congress appropri- 
ated $115,000 for the US 
Department of 
Agriculture's Bu- 
reau of Biological 
Survey to conduct 
demonstrations 
and experiments in 
exterminating wolves, prai- 
rie dogs and other creatures 
deemed noxious to agricul- 
ture. It took decades of effort, 
but eventually every wolf in 
the American Southwest was poisoned, 

trapped or shot, and with shipments of American 
poison to Mexico, the trickle of wolves across the 
border dried up and stopped. 

Eighty-five years after that first federal commitment 
of extermination and a full 30 years after Congress 
passed the Threatened and Endangered Species Act, 
ranchers are calling the shots on wolf recovery efforts 
and bending the federal government to their will. As 
a result, there is a very real possibility that the heady 
success in reintroducing wolves to Yellowstone and 
central Idaho could be followed by the collapse of the 
Mexican gray wolf reintroduction program and the 
species' renewed extinction in the wild. 

After the first Mexican wolf release last year into the 
Blue Range of southeastern Arizona, atop the heavily 
roaded Mogollon Rim, five of the 11 wolves were shot 
in quick succession, and two others disappeared suspi- 
ciously, including the first wolf pup bom outside a cage 
in the Southwest since the 1920s. The recovery team 
recaptured the survivors for the wolves own protection . 

This year, in response to the public clamor to place 
the wolves in more secure locations, three new family 
groups were released further eastbelowthe rim, inside 
the half-million acre Blue River/San Francisco River 
roadless area. Here, the animals have So far been safe 
from poachers, yet not safe from the federal 
government's obeisance to the politics of ranching. 

A pair of wolves and their yearling daughter released 
near Pipestem Mountain illustrates the ongoing trag- 
edy of this hijacked recovery program. Shortly after 
their release from a holding pen, the alpha female dug 
a den and gave birth to six pups. But with cattle 
crowding their range in the national forest, it wasn't 
long before she and her mate were spotted feeding on 
two cows, which they may or may not have killed. In 
quick order, Animal Damage Control/Wildlife Ser- 
vices (the institutional descendent of the original 
Biological Survey) trapped the male, the juvenile 
female and five pups, returning them to captivity. 

Shortly after their capture, three of the pups died 
of parvovirus. Parvo is usually fatal to around half 
the canids infected. The infections are often much 
more severe in stressed animals. It may be the pups 
contracted the disease in the wild but would have 
survived without the stress of captivity. Shortly 
thereafter, two more pups from another captive 
pack in the Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge also 


succumbed to parvo, almost certainly infected by 
the Pipestem pups. 

By all accounts, the Sevilleta facility, home to some 
of the captive breeding that has allowed the reintro- 
duction to take place, is a well-run facility. But captive 
situations are always more susceptible to contagion. 
In the month of September, five wolves died. While 
three might have died anyway, two died solely be- 
cause conflicts with ranchers brought their infected 
brethren into captivity. 

Meanwhile, the adult female and one of her new- 
born pups remain at large, despite all efforts to trap 
them. This pup is the only wild-bom Mexican wolf in 
the wilderness today. Although the captive breeding 
program has dimmed some of the wolves' fear of 
humans, the ones surviving shootings and the 
government's destructive management are quickly 
learning the evasiveness for which their wild progeni- 
tors were renowned. 

Further east in the roadless area and close to the 
border of the Gila National Forest in New Mexico, the 
Gavilan Pack struggles to survive. Eight pups bom in 
a cage are now roaming wild with their parents, 
inhabiting somew the least-human-visited terrain in 
the 48 contiguous states. This landscape is so severely 
grazed that virtually no deer, elk, javelina or even 
rabbits are present. The land has been completely 
cow-nuked, and there simply isn't enough grass to 
support natural prey. 

Surprisingly, even the Forest Service recognized the 
severity of the grazing and ordered a reduction in 
s^l&k^|^:on the Wild Bunch Allotment and a com- 
plete remdval of cattle from the region the wolves 
now occupy (for range reasons having no relation to 
the wolves). The rancher, asserting mythical private 
property rights to the national forest, has refused to 
remove his cattle, and the Forest Service has failed to 
enforce its decision. In the meantime the wolves have 
killed three cattle to feed their pups. As a result, the 
Fish and Wildlife Service has announced it may 
remove this pack from the wild. 

The field biologists with Fish and Wildlife are dedi- 
cated professionals doing their best to ensure the 
recovery of the Mexican wolf. They are hampered, 
however, by Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt's 
kowtowing to the ranching industry. The regional 
office of Fish and Wildlife has requested permission to 
place "problem wolves" in the Gila National Forest, as 
permitted under the reintroduction plan Environ- 
mental Impact Statement (EIS). The regional office 
has also requested an amendment to the EIS allowing 
first time release of wolves in the Gila. Large segments 
of the Gila National Forest, the entirety of which is 
part of the official recovery area, do not have the 
problems of the Blue Range: heavy road access above 
the Mogollon Rim and heavy cow use below. In fact, 
most of the Gila Wilderness is now cow-free. 

But Babbitt is blocking approval to release wolves 
into their best habitat, most likely to avoid the wrath - 
of New Mexico's ranchers. If ranchers' opposition to 
. wolves was based on pecuniary fears, they would be 
satisfied with the compensation Defenders of Wild- 
life pays for cattle lost to wolves, and they certainly 
wouldn't object to placing wolves in an area without 


livestock. Clearly, however, their opposition (like con- 
servationists' support) is based on principle: They 
simply can't abide the idea of wild predators. 

Thus, even though the Gila is destined to receive 
wolves throughgriatural migration, the ranchers 
would father the animals pass through the large 
area of privdWlfhd separating the Gila from the 
Blue Range. Their strategy appears to be based on 
increasing conflict — and the resultant wolf killings 
and management removals — in the hope of abort- 
ing the entire recovery program. Unfortunately, 
their strategy could succeed. 

Two New Mexico ranchers are among the most 
powerful individuals in Washington DC. Joe Skeen is 
a sheep rancher who represents all of southern New 
Mexico in the House of Representatives. He chairs the 
House Agriculture Appropriations Committee. Coin- 
cidentally, Animal Damage Control/Wildlife Services, 
whose budget is set by Skeen's committee, makes 
dozens of visits per year to Skeen's public land allot- 
ment to kill wildlife. 

But Joe Skeen is a peon compared to Pete Domenici, 
New Mexico's senior senator and also a rancher. 
Domenici chairs the Senate Budget Committee and 
thus exercises more control over federal expenditures 
than anyone else. Both Skeen and Domenici have 
used their political clout primarily to benefit the 
ranching industry. Despicable though it is, one can- 
not be surprised that Babbitt would sacrifice Mexican 
gray wolves for other political considerations. 

If wolves continue to die in high numbers and if 
they continue to be placed where their only choice is 
to eat domestic livestock to survive, the next presiden- 
tial administration could use these conflicts as an 
excuse to terminate the program. With Republicans 
possibly controlling both the Congress and the presi- 
dency at the end of next year, it is imperative for the 
next round of reintroductions scheduled for early 
spring 2000, to be an unequivocal success. 

Please contact Secretary of Interior Bruce Babbitt 
and insist he follow the recommendations of his own 
Fish and Wildlife Service regional office and place the 
next wolves in the Gila National Forest. One century ' 
of exterminating Mexican wolves was enough. Let's 
start the next millennium by recovering the species. 
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt, Rm. 6156, 1849 C St., 
Washington DC 20240. 

Michael Robinson is completing a book on the history of 
the wolf extermination campaign. 



Mexican gray wolf waiting to be reintroduced. 


Wolves & Poodles 


A wolf@defensefuckers.com to the hackers who have perpetrated the 
most extensive cyber-attack ever aimed at the US government. They have 
systematically broken into the Department of Defense's computers over 
the last year, as well as compromising computer networks at the Energy 
Department's nuclear weapons and research labs, NASA, 
and numerous universities and defense contrac- 
tors. Whether important secret information was 
stolen or web sites simply changed has not been 
determined. The FBI and police have no leads. 

A gutsy, conspiracy fearing wolf to the two 
plaintiffs in a massive class-action suit being 
mounted against the CIA, the Justice Depart- 
ment and other government agencies by a team 
of lawyers convinced that the 1980s crack epi- 
demic was rooted in a specific, identifiable cause: 
the illicit funding of the Contra rebels in Nicara- 
gua through drugs smuggling and the complicity of 
US agents in permitting the export of cheap cocaine 
to their own inner cities. 
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A skin peeling back, lungs rotting, coughing poodle to New York Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani for dismissing complaints about the spraying of malathion on the 
city in an effort to eradicate mosquitoes. According to The New York Times, Guliani 
referred to concerned citizens as hysterical, "environmental terrorists" who "like 
to get you angry because it gets them on television." The spraying is harmless, he 
insisted. Malathion is a nerve gas developed during WW II. 

An eat-cat-shit, puke-it-up, eat it again poodle to the Oregonian for the four- 
part series "Crimes in the Name of the Environment" by Bryan Denson and James 
Long who, like Mayor Guliani, purposely convoluted the idea of terrorism, creating 
an atmosphere of fear that is dangerous to activists everywhere. 

The Oregonian is long overdue for a four-part series on the real eco-terrorists, Boise 
Cascade, Monsanto, Weyerhaeuser and the rest of the real eco-destroying terrorists. 

An imploding, exploding, playing-god poodle to the Brookhaven National 
Laboratories, one of the government's foremost research bodies, for the produc- 
tion of the Relativistic Heavy Ion Collared (RHIC) in a lab on Long Island, 

New York. The RHIC, designed to reproduce the Big Bang beginning 
of our universe for scientists to study in a lab situation, is the most 
powerful nuclear particle accelerator on the planet. Critics say sub- 
atomic particles that result could start an uncontrollable chain . 

reaction, converting anything they touch into more strange % V) 

matter. The possibility that colliding particles could produce a 
universe-swallowing black hole also exists. 
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ANGERED LEATHERBACKS 


by Peter Fugazzotto 

You're a leatherback sea turtle, fol- 
lowing the usual migratory path north 
of the Hawaiian Islands. You're not 
really thinking about anything but 
why there seem to be fewer and fewer 
other leatherbacks around. All of a 
sudden, - you're not going anywhere, 
and there's a vicious looking hook 
caught beneath your front flipper. 
You struggle against the hook, but 
only manage to entangle yourself in 
the nearly invisible monofilament 
line. You panic and your legendary 
ability to hold your breath seems to 
be failing. Things are not good. 

Welcome to the world of longlines. 

The Plight of the Sea Turtle 

All seven species of sea turtles, an- 
cient ocean dwellers that have ex- 
isted since before the time of dino- 
saurs, are in serious trouble. All have 
been listed as endangered, threatened 
or vulnerable by the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act or international bodies. While 
sea turtles face a variety of threats, 
including the illegal poaching of their 
eggs and the destruction of once pris- 
tine nesting beaches due to commer- 
cial development, the greatest threat 
they face is incidental capture and 
killing by industrial fishing opera- 
tions. For years turtles have drowned 
in shrimp trawl nets and drift nets. 
Now, as progress in stopping the use 
of nets is being made, another threat 
is on the rise: longline fishing. Unfor- 
tunately, the leatherback sea turtle is 
becoming the poster child of what is 


wrong with longlining. 

The leatherback, Dermochelys 
coriacea, is a species best described by 
superlatives. It is the largest sea turtle, 
growing up to nine and one-half feet 
long, and weighing almost 2,000 
pounds. The leatherback is the only 
sea turtle without a shell, having a 
leathery carapace, with prominent 
ridges. It dives deeper, about one mile, 
and swims into colder waters than 
any other turtle. 

Scientists have warned that Pacific 
leatherback sea turtles are threatened 
with extinction in the next decade if 
their severe mortality rate does not 
stop. Alarming reports are emerging 
of turtles being caught by longliners 
in the Pacific, from the coast of Latin 
America to Hawaii. 

While the global nesting popula- 
tion of leatherbacks is estimated to be 
about 34,000, populations, especially 
in the Pacific, are crashing. On one of 
Mexico's most important nesting 
beaches, Mexiquillo, Michoacan, the 
number of leatherbacks has dropped 
from 2,000 to 10 in a little more than 
a decade. The outlook is bleak. 

Longlines: Underwater Ecocide 

Longlines, referred to by some as 
"land mines of the sea," consist of 
monofilament fishing line, up to 60- 
miles long, baited with as many as 
3,000 hooks, that remain in the water 
for up to 16 hours. In Hawaiian wa- 
ters, some 16-million hooks are set 
every year. Globally, up to 10-billion 
longlines are set. The target catch is 
both tuna and swordfish, two highly 
lucrative fish. A single tuna, bound 
for the sashimi market, can net 
$60,000. Longline tuna also finds its 
way into tins sold in the US market. 
Increasingly, longliners are also catch- 
ing sharks to sell in Asian markets. 

Without the excessive demand for 


Longlining Toward Extinction 


seafood there would be no longlining. 
The average per capita US consump- 
tion of seafood rose from 12.5 pounds 
per person per year in 1980 to 14.6 
pounds per person in 1997. Human 
are placing increasing pressure on 
marine resources. Unsustainable and 
outright destructive industrial fish- 
ing practices are also threatening our 
long-term food supply, depleting fish- 
ery stocks worldwide and wreaking 
havoc on marine biodiversity. 

Longlining is non-selective, captur- 
ing anything that bites the bait or be- 
comes entangled in the lines. The list of 
longliner victims reads 
like a collection of 
ocean denizens. Ap- 
proximately 40,000 
sea turtles are caught 
every year. Nets are be- 
lieved to be respon- 
sible for the decline of 
bluefin tuna, sword- 
fish and sharks in the 
Atlantic. Every year, 
longlines kill an esti- 
mated 180,000 sea- 
birds, including en- 
dangered albatrosses 
and petrels. 

About 100,000 
sharks are purposely 
taken *each year by 
Hawaii-based 
longliners, about 60 percent of these 
have their fins removed while they are 
still alive. Shark fins are valuable on the 
market as aphrodisiacs, as well as being 
a delicacy, while the rest of the animal 
has almost no market value. Therefore, 
the sharks definned bodies are heaved 
back into the water to drown. In south- 
ern Australia, it was reported that in just 
two months, Japanese longliners finned 
34,000 black tipped sharks. 



Existing longline regulations are not 
effective. The massive incidental catch 
of longline fishing is undermining re- 
covery efforts intended to protect and 
restore endangered species. Because 
gear modification is not a practical 
solution, the long-term answer is to 
establish closures in critical habitat 
areas (coupled with restrictions on the 
number of hooks, length of line and 
soak time) and eventually instate a 
moratorium on longlining. 

What You Can Do 
If you must eat Pacific tuna or sword- 
fish, ask your retailer 
or waiter where your 
fish comes from and 
how it is caught. If 
it's from Pacific 
longliners, refuse to 
eat it, and explain 
why. 

Write a letter ex- 
's. pressing your out- 
| rage at the contin- 
| ued killing of sea 
% turtles by commer- 
® cial longline fleets, 
| especially in light of 
a crashing leather- 
| back populations to 
§ Penny Dalton, di- 
rector National Ma- 
rine Fisheries Ser- 
vice, 1315 East- West Highway, Room 
14564, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Get 
involved by contacting Sea Turtle 
Restoration Project at POB 400, For- 
est Knolls, CA 94933; (415)488-0370; 
www.seaturtles.org. 

Peter Fugazzotto is the associate di- 
rector of the Sea Turtle Restoration 
Project. In addition to working on in- 
dustrial longlining, he works on the 
conflict between "free" trade and en- 
dangered species. 


Dead leatherback turtle 


This article was written by Clif Rocklin and is re- 
printed from the Earth First! Journal, Samhain, 1984. 

...The parking lot harbored black Cadillacs and 
Continentals, lined up like so many hearses. Distin- 
guished gentlemen rode in noisy little carts around 
the 27 hole golf course drinking dry martinis from 
plastic cups. Afterward they gathered in the plush 
bar to tell lies about their sex lives. Their wives 
bantered about the chemical-laced whirlpools try- 
ing to regain their youth. They were well-taken care 
of. For them, life was easy: just pay the price and 
enjoy technological comfort upon command. 

I walked around the golf course as the day waned, 
with the past beating upon my brow like a nine-iron. 
But there was a sweetness about the 
air that evening: tomorrowmy long- 
dead swamp would be avenged. 

I arose early the next morning. 

Axle, Kris, and Maggie were up and 
about soon after. Kris went to work 
to endure another day of contribut- 
ing to "the good life. " The rest of us 
prepared for the day's deeds. First, 
we checked on the results of our 
project the previous evening. It 
checked out to our complete satisfaction. Large 
stretches of the golf course fairways swam beneath 
spreading pools of water. It seemed that the elabo- 
rate sprinkler system had ruptured in several places. 
The pins and flags were gone. The noisy little carts all 
had flat tires.. Many of the fine-trimmed greens 
appeared to have been partially roto-tilled, or possi- 
bly ravaged by the cruel wheels of a motor vehicle. 

That afternoon, we checked in with Kris in the 
dining room, which overlooked the golf course 
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The Swamp Strikes Back 



maitre'd during dinner for the large convention being 
held that weekend. All systems were go. 

The first step involved a large, well-lit reader board 
on the highway, which read: Welcome Oregon Asso- 
ciation of Developers and Realtors. After about 30 
seconds of adjustments it read: Welcome Oregon 
Association of Vile Rapists. 

We then made our way to the swimming pools in the 
condominium complex. We placed 
"pool closed" signs on the entrance 
gates, and went to work placing punc- 
tured plastic packets of tomato juice in 
each pool, land plugging the filters. Mr. 
Bubble went into the whirlpools. We 
dumped a half-clothed, life-like man- 
nequin into the main pool, and scat- 
tered other plastic body parts around 
for added effect. (Pool open.) It looked 
like a bloody mess. 

The heating system to the convention center was 
fed by a main duct in the boiler room. The oil-fired 
boiler was able to be controlled by a timer. We set it for 
6:30 PM: cocktail hour. In the midst of the central 
duct, not far above the boiler, we hung two large wire 
mesh buckets on the inside, using cloth adhesive 
hooks. The buckets contained excrement gathered 
from various sources. 

On to the dining room. The elaborate reader board 
in the entrance to the dining room announced the 


where she was about to take up her authority as head deluxe dinner planned for the hungry developers with 


disgusting superlatives. After our adjustments, the 
guests were greeted with: We Make a Living Destroy- 
ing Wetlands and Fucking Wild Animals. 

The convention room was nearly filled with 
wealthy real estate tycoons when an unbearable 
heat and foul aroma began to pervade the room. 
Then, quite suddenly, the soft music turned from 
Perry Como to the Eagles ("some rich men came and 
raped the land, nobody caught 'em. Put up a bunch 
of ugly boxes, and Jesus' people bought 'em"). 

Unfortunately, the red-faced employees got the 
shit baskets before the aroma completely dominated 
the room, and the phantom tape player was confis- 
cated. But that didn't matter much, as dinner was 
about to be served. 

What the rapists actually got was nothing. The 
scampi and prime rib had disappeared. Even the 
salad fixings were gone. But the waiters didn't 
serve the assorted garbage that took the place of 
the fine cuisine. They did, however, get caught 
along with the guests (those who had not yet 
departed in wrath) in the shower when the over- 
head sprinkler system ignited. 

While Maggie and Kris and I were servicing the 
dining area, Axle had been fixing the plumbing in 
the convention center with M-80's. He then redeco- 
rated the office of the resort manager and the pent- 
house of the owners with dead opossums hung from 
the curtained alcoves and various insects in the 
pantries. He splashed a mixture of bleach and am- 
monia onto the posh shag rugs in ragged script 
which read: "The Swamp Shall Live Again." 

Our tasks were completed only minutes before... 

To find out what happens next order Samhain, 1984 
from our back issues for $4, or order our almost complete 
set for $400. 
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Reclaim the Seeds: GE Crops Trashed 


by Bioengineering Action Network 

Since the last issue of the Journal, 
direct actions against US genetically- 
engineered crops and biotech corpora- 
tions have increased dramatically, 
sparking what some have called "The 
California Uprising. " In the past month, 
there have been eight actions ranging 
from The Bolt Weevils in Minnesota to 
Reclaim the Seeds actions in Berkeley 
and Davis, California, to an unnamed 
group of saboteurs in Vermont. 

Here's a Round-up (no pun intended) 
of the most recent actions: 

• In Vermont sometime around Au- 
gust 26, a 50-foot swath was cut into a 
commercial crop of Bt corn. Left be- 
hind were cutouts of monarch butter- 
flies and literature explaining why the 
action was taken. Research published 
a few months ago at Cornell Univer- 
sity showed that Bt has an extremely 
lethal effect on Monarch butterflies. 
Despite warnings by environmental- 
ists, industry and government have 
gone ahead, sowing thousands of acres 
of Bt corn and wreaking ecological 
havoc on sensitive insect populations. 

• On September 3, Bt corn was 
again the target of decontamina- 
tion — this time in Minnesota. The 
Minneapolis Bolt Weevils debuted 
by wiping out over 1,000 stalks of 
Novartis' controversial biohazard. 
That same night, Novartis' locks were 
glued at its corporate headquarters 
by a separate group of pesky Bolt 
Weevils. From the communique: 
"This action should be seen as an 
incitement to join the biotech resis- 
tance by taking direct action against 
this menace in all its forms." 


• Just two weeks later, the Bolt Wee- 
vils struck again — this time at Pioneer 
Hi-Bred, the world's largest seed com- 
pany (owned by DuPont). The town of 
Mankato, MN, provided good cover 
for the gardeners 
as they cut down 
50 rows of re- 
search com, dam- 
aged company ve- 
hicles and spray- 
painted "Stop 
Agribusiness" and 
"Pioneering Ar- 
mageddon" on 
the company's 
walls. 

• Reclaim the 
Seeds (RTS) took 
action in mid-Sep- 
tember — first at 
UC-Berkeley's Ox- 
ford Tract and 
then at UC-Davis' 
extensive biotech- 
nology program. 

UC-Berkeley 
signed a "strategic 
alliance" with the 
mega-giant 
Novartis last year, 
worth $25 mil- 
lion. RTS targeted 
the researcher at 
UC who is the first recipient , of the 
Novartis grant. A "crop circle of con- 
science" was carved into the tract and 
bags of organic corn seed were scat- 
tered throughout the field, further dis- 
rupting research. Their communique 
said it succinctly: "We are not going to 
demand anything. We’ are not going 
to ask for anything. We are going to 


reclaim the seeds. We are going to stop 
genetic mutilation." 

• A few days later, RTS proceeded 
in blitzkrieg UC-Davis, leaving a dev- 
astating trail in their path. In a mat- 
ter of three weeks, 
four actions were 
conducted that 
were not only re- 
markably effec- 
tive at damaging 
plants but also in 
receiving exten- 
sive media cover- 
age. The sum to- 
tal: eight acres of 
Round-up Ready 
corn, one-quar- 
ter acre of 
Monsanto sugar 
beets, five rows of 
transgenic mel- 
ons, 16 rows of 
transgenic wal- 
nut trees and 60 
rows of pesticide- 
ridden tomatoes! 
Additionally, two 
pieces of research 
equipment were 
damaged and the 
"Danger" signs 
for the pesticide 
were removed 
from the site for safekeeping. 

Not to be biased toward university 
decontamination, RTS struck again in 
early October, damaging melons, corn 
and sunflowers at Pioneer Hi-Bred and 
Rogers NK in Woodland, CA. 

To facilitate press coverage and to 
have a public voice for actions, a me- 
dia office has been set up. The Genetix 


Alert media office circulates statements 
from underground groups to the main- 
stream press and alternative media/ 
activist networks. Anonymously e- 
mailed communiques and phone state- 
ments made to (619) 584-6462; 
jeffrey@towardsfreedom.com, will be 
released to the public immediately. 
Also, feel free to send donations (badly 
needed) to Jeffrey Tufenkian, POB 
3992, San Diego, CA 92163. 

The Bioengenering Action Network 
(BAN) is a North American network of 
activists working against genetic engi- 
neering (GE), especially focused on 
GE in agriculture. The BAN collective 
is a small group, spread around the 
country, facilitating projects like the 
BAN web site, a newsletter, interna- 
tional networking and alternative 
media outreach. The collective is es- 
pecially focused on supporting and 
publicizing direct action (from banner 
hangings to crop sabotage) against 
the agricultural biotech industry and 
its government and university col- 
laborators. One hundred twenty ac- 
tivists receive and share information 
and reports on an e-mail listserv that 
is open to the public, receiving be- 
tween five- 15 messages per week. 

You can subscribe to the BAN Alert 
mailing list, from which you will re- 
ceive periodic action alerts, reports 
and The Cross-Pollinator newsletter. 
Just write ban@tao.ca with the sub- 
ject: BANalert. To subscribe, write to 
majordomo@tao.ca, with the follow- 
ing message: ban-request. Our web 
site is www.tao.ca/~ban. There are 
sections on biotech news, action re- 
ports, a literature distribution and an 
excellent section on research targets. 



Karate kicks to GE com 


New Jersey Developers Fiddle as Water Shokwge Worsens 


by Douglas Jewell 

Water has been dubbed the "gold of the 21st 
century" by national media. With more strain on 
water supplies from a bulging population and 
agribusiness, the value of our most precious com- 
modity will soon hit unheard of levels. In Cape May 
County, New Jersey, water is already the number 
one problem. The flat, sandy, seaside county has no 
reservoirs, depending instead upon underground 
aquifers for its entire supply of freshwater. The 
water has been in the aquifers since dinosaurs roamed 
the Earth, but now it's running out. 

New Jersey's southern most county is on a penin- 
sula, averaging just five miles in width, excluding 
the barrier islands. The Atlantic Ocean surrounds to 
the east and south; the Delaware Bay lies to the 
west. As water is pumped out of the aquifers, 
saltwater intrudes at a rate of 200 feet per year from 
three sides. The southern tip city of Cape May has 
already had to build a $10 million desalinization 
plant to make its aquifer water drinkable. 

The NJ Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) expects Cape May County to be in a perma- 
nent water emergency by 2010. The current deficit is 
one million gallons a day, with the predicted figure 
reaching seven million gal- 
lons a day in ten years. 

It seems obvious to the 
swelling local grassroots 
environmental ranks that 
development needs to be 
curtailed. It's a simple com- 
mon sense solution. How- 
ever, developers with local 
politicians in their pock- 
ets, don't see it that way. 

They continue with their 
"business as usual" men- 


tality. They deny and ignore the problem. 

Development figures show the county growing 
from 100,000 to 250,000 residents by 2020. That's 
50,000 new homes added to the already existing 
85,000. So how can local government officials 
turn their backs on this water supply problem? 
That's easy — greed. Money talks. 

Local environmentalists have been joined by 
the Sierra Club, Audobon Society, American Lit- 
toral Society, Conservation Foundations, 
Pinelands Preservation Alliance and more in the 
battle for clear water. This state-wide interest has 
fueled an intense battle. Using pickets, media 
events and letter writing campaigns, environ- 
mentalists are turning the tide. 

Politicians, especially State Senator Bill Gormley 
(dubbed Senator Sprawl), and State Assemblymen 
Jack Gibson and Nick Asselta, have come up with 
scary answers to where the water to support this 
overdevelopment will come from. They feel it's okay 
to build, then deal with the water supply deficit later. 

These establishment folks want to get future 
water from one of three sources. The first is the 1 . 1 
million acre Pinelands Preserve, the last untouched 
wilderness in the state. The environmental rami- 
fications of using this pristine area are deadly. 


The second source is sinking multiple wells in 
the northern end of the county where saltwater 
intrusion will hit last. This would be a stop gap 
measure. In addition most of the development in 
this area is significantly reducing the aquifer's 
recharge capabilities. 

The third alternative they propose is desalin- 
ization plants dotting the countryside. Get real! 
The one in Cape May City doesn't work cor- 
rectly. As more water is pumped out, the aquifer's 
salt content will increase, making desalinization 
more difficult. 

Environmentalists are particularly concerned 
with the public sewers that promote overdevelop- 
ment. Through the Water Quality. Wastewater 
Management Plan, the county has proposed add- 
ing 100 miles of new sewers. This monstrosity has 
to be approved by the DEP, which has been the 
target of massive letter writing campaigns and 
pressure by citizens. The NJDEP may be a strange 
ally, but locals hope it will act as the environmen- 
tal consciousness of Cape May County. 

The sewers pump treated wastewater out into 
the ocean. That's five-billion gallons of water per 
year that is not returned to the ground to recharge 
the aquifers. It's lost forever. 

The freshwater supply 
problem in Cape May 
County won't just go 
away. But neither will the 
^ environmental move- 
| ment. Stay tuned. 

Douglas Jewell is a prolific 
| author of environmental sto- 
£ rieshavingwritten5,000pub- 
| lished articles since 1 991 . He 
| can be contacted at 5 Timber 
Lane, Swainton, Nf 08210; 
Developers and vacationers along the New Jersey shore get the message: go fly a kite jewell@jerseycape.com. 
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Loggers Terrorize Stoltmann Basecamp 


The Stoltmann Wilderness in the upper Elaho Val- 
ley in British Columbia has been the site of many 
protests over the years (see EF!J, 
September-October '99). It is home 
to the world's oldest grove of Dou- 
glas fir and is a healthy millen- 
nium-old ecosystem. On August 9, 
a blockade was erected near 
Squamish, BC. From the beginning 
it has been a campaign plagued 
with violent attacks with protesters 
being attacked, endangered and ar- 
rested. On September 15 the vio- 
lence erupted once again. 

At 1 1 a.m. International Forest 
Products Ltd. (Interfor) allowed 100 employees to 
leave work to descend on the Stoltmann Peace 
Camp and terrorize the seven people present. The 
camp was completely burned down, and all equip- 


ment was smashed, including video cameras and 
the satellite phone. A young woman suffered se- 
vere neck injuries and a man was 
kicked repeatedly in the kidneys. 
The trail foreman of the nearby 
millennial research camp had his 
van ransacked as loggers forced 
1 their way in to stop him from call- 
| ing for help on the satellite phone. 
| They then crushed his hand and 
"I smashed the phone. 

3 After a full day of harassment and 
threats from Interfor employees, an 
injured treesitter came down at 9 
p.m. The young man suffered a 
wound to the head after an employee threw a rock 
at him. Interfor employees then cut down the man's 
supplies and used gasoline to burn his sleeping bag, 
passport, glasses and other belongings. 


Despite the violence and the immediate physical 
danger to the protesters, the police took a long time 
to respond. The Royal Canadian Mounted Police are 
now saying that resources are too low to warrant an 
overnight police presence. 

More recently, a determined grassroots women's 
network, Canadian Party of Women, along with 
members of the Raging Grannies closed Tree Farm 
License 38's main gate and the logging roads lead- 
ing into the contested Stoltmann Wilderness. 

Betty Krawczyk blockaded the road for three 
days before she was arrested becoming the four- 
teenth protester to be arrested since the peace 
camp began in August. 

Others continue on the road demanding an end 
to the pillage of the last remaining temperate 
rainforests. For details, please contact PATH at POB 
19596, Vancouver, BC, Canada V5T 4E7; (604) 255- 
4145 or (604) 838-3953 (cell); path@envirolink.org. 



Terrorists invade Stoltmann peace camp 



Protesting the swap at Senator Slade Gorton's pot luck in Chehalis, Washington 


by Tim Ream and Asante Riverwind 

The campaign to save Watch Mountain and Fossil Creek from Plum Creek 
clearcutting in the wake of the 1-90 land exchange is continuing to pick up 
steam (see EF!J, September-October '99). The ranks swelled late September 
when 150 came for a weekend action camp to prepare for the winter. The 
treesit on Watch Mountain has now passed the 100-day mark. 

Recently, a coalition of townsfolk and environmentalists put its case to 
lawmakers in Washington DC and to the Sierra Club's national board of 
directors in San Francisco. The outcome was a unanimous national resolu- 
tion reversing the Cascade chapter's inclusion of Watch Mountain and 
Fossil Creek sacrifice zones in the land exchange and a second resolution 
calling for a moratorium on supporting any land exchange pending a re- 
examination of Sierra Club policy. One week later townsfolk succeeded 
again when the Washington State Deihocratic Party embarrassed Senator 
Patty Murray, who supports the trade with a unanimous resolution also 
calling for Watch Mountain and Fossil Creek to be dropped from the 1-90 
land exchange. This leaves the Democratic Senator allied with Republican 
Senator Slade Gorton, Plum Creek Timber and no one else. 

With land exchanges serving as the new tool to satisfy Big Timber's 
cravings for public forests and with more than 100 exchanges in the works 
around the country, this opening salvo of direct action and enviro/local 
coalition building to stop exchanges bodes well. For information on how to 
fight land exchanges in your area check out the newly published Citizen's 
Handbook on Federal Land Exchanges at www.westlx.org or call the Western 
Land Exchange Project at (206) 325-3503. 


Lone Star Digs Away 
at Puget Sound 

by Sharon Nelson 

On an island in Puget Sound, a battle to save the environment and salmon is 
being waged. Vashon/Maury Islands lie between two cities, Seattle and Tacoma, 
Washington. The Puget Sounds islands are fragile, self-contained ecosystems, 
and Vashon and Maury are known for their beauty and tranquillity. 

Now, Lone Star NW has proposed removing 63-million cubic yards of sand 
and gravel from Maury Island — excavating approximately half the width of 
the island at the proposed mining site. For the past 20 years the mining 
operation on Maury has been very small, producing 10,000 cubic yards per 
year. Now, the mining company wishes to remove four times that amount 
in a day — barging over sensitive salmon habitat. The mining corporation 
says spills from their operation cannot occur, yet the past testifies that they 

have. Two sunken barges already lie 
near the Lone Star dock — phantoms 
from barging which occurred in the 
late '60s and '70s. 

Approximately ten percent of the land 
mass of this small six square-mile is- 
land could be removed in as little as 1 1 
years by the proposed mining opera- 
tion. The current high point at the 
Lone Star site will be lowered from 360 
feet to approximately 65 feet above sea 
level. As a result, serious issues regard- 
ing the future of the island's drinking water supply has arisen. The sand and 
gravel which is sought as a "mineral resource" also serves as an underground 
storage reservoir for the island's aquifer. As the mining progresses, recharge to 
the aquifer will be altered and streams and wells will be impacted. The strip 
mine will also cause the loss of healthy madrone forest. There are over 100 acres 
of madrone at the site. 

This is a priority one ecosystem, which has been subject to blight and loss in 
many other locations in the Pacific Northwest. Lone Star's site has some of the 
highest levels of arsenic found to date on Vashon and Maury Islands. Distur- 
bance of this carcinogen poses a risk for all life on the island. Islanders are very 
concerned regarding handling and storage of this toxic near residential sites 
and the Sound. The proposed strip mine is opposed by Deep Impacts, an ad hoc 
subcommittee of the Vashon-Maury Island Community Council. 

For more information contact Deep Impacts, 7318 SW 258th PI, Vashon, WA 
98070; BenRohj@aol.com; www.VashonAction.org. 



Aging dock to be used to take away Maury Island 


Legislation Supports Land Exchanges 

These exchanges are becoming so controversial that legislators and the 
industry are now attempting to place them into congressional, bills. The 
Northeast Oregon Assembled Land Exchange (90,000 acres of BLM lands for 
70,000 acres of timber industry logged-over land) and the Triangle Land 
Exchange (3,900 acres of Forest Service land for 5,700 acres of logged timber 
land) are part of an attempt to legislate these destructive trades into 
existence. Clearwater Land Exchange Inc. of Orofino, Idaho, has enlisted the 
help of Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR), Senator Gordon Smith (R-OR) and US 
Representative Waden in introducing the Oregon Land Exchange Act into 
Congress. Scheduled for initial hearings in the Senate and House, this bill 
would circumvent federal laws protecting wildlife, fish, old-growth forests 
and the publics interest. Its would also trade away publicly owned old- 
growth forests for logged-over stump lands. Many of the ancient forests 
slated to be lost contain tributaries of the strongest remaining runs of wild 
salmon in the lower 48 states. (For more information see the EF!J, February- 
March '99.) 

Help stop these illegal land grabs immediately, and insist on an end to both 
the Oregon Land Exchange Act and these trades. Call the switchboard (202) 
224-3121 and ask for Wyden, Smith and Walden withdraw their support. 



all future native treaty rights, and they have sworn to withstan 
harassment and occasional gunfire at the camp until Congress 
oversight hearings defenestrate the act. They are acutely consciou: 
they represent the people and maintain strict rules prohibiting ale 
drugs and firearms. Regular sweats and shared manual labor strenj 
body, mind, and spirit and serve to remind protesters of the ideals b< 
the encampment. _ ■ _ 

seriousness of representing another people's interests and cultun 
prepare to take part in the life of the camp under the rules which evei 
follows. For details, contact the camp directly at (605) 222-: 
oceti_sakowin@hotmail.com; www.fireonprairie.org; or coi 
Charmaine White Face at (605) 399-1253. 
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Gima Ly nn , the Grand Jury and Ja m. 

Loose ups impucate journalist who refuses to give fingerprints* handprints and handwriting samples 
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Activist demonstrate against grand juries in San Francisco. 


by Gina Lynn 

Gina Lynn, 27, is an animal rights activist from 
California. She has been involved with the animal 
liberation movement for most of her life, is founder of 
and an organizer for the Animal Rights Direct Action 
Coalition and is currently a key member of the volun- 
teer staff for No Compromise: The Militant, Direct 
Action Magazine Of Grassroots Animal 
Liberationists & Their Supporters (see ad on page 
34). The following is testimony of her recent harass- 
ment by a federal grand jury. 

The harassment started in February of this year 
when the FBI (Watsonville, California) visited my 
house to ask me some questions. I wasn't home at 
the time, so my roommate took their card and 
told them to go away. When I returned, I had an 
attorney call them and tell them I had nothing to 
say and to not come on my property again. 

They returned a few weeks later, pulling my truck 
over when a friend was driving it, apparently at- 
tempting to serve me with a subpoena. The FBI and 
US Attorney in St. Louis, Missouri maintained con- 
tact with my lawyer, telling him that they wanted 
my fingerprints, hand prints and handwriting 
samples, indicating that they had a federal grand 
jury subpoena. It wasn't until July that I was served 
with the subpoena at a court date for a previous 
animal rights related arrest. FBI Special Agent Gre- 
gory Ferner (Oakland) had been sitting in the halls 
of the courthouse eavesdropping on our conversa- 
tions and taking notes. When approached by a 
couple of activists, he attempted to intimidate them 
with his knowledge of their activism. 

The subpoena asked for fingerprints, hand prints 
and handwriting samples in lieu of my appear- 
ance before the grand jury in Missouri on July 29. 
Apparently, the grand jury is investigating letters 
sent to Anheuser-Busch (headquartered in St. 
Louis) threatening to bomb them if they don't 
release whales from Sea World. 

I had nothing to do with these letters and 
couldn't imagine any possible reason why they 
would be interested in questioning me. However, 

I recently received transcripts from one day of the 
grand jury proceedings where a man identified 
only as Mr. Crowe attempted to justify the sub- 
poena with innuendo and hearsay that, even if 
true, doesn't provide legitimate grounds for con- 
sidering me a suspect. 

According to Crowe, the sole basis for this sub- 
poena is statements made by activists who said 
that I was more "radical" than other activists they 
knew. They went on to speculate that I was thus 
more likely to write a threatening letter than 
others they happened to know. 

I'm sure that these people didn't think that they 
were saying anything harmful or incriminating, but 
it got me subpoenaed to a federal grand jury, arrested 
by the FBI and has cost me my job. So, to reiterate 
what's already been said a million times, never speak 
with law enforcement agencies. They will twist your 
words and use them against you or others. What may 
seem like a benign statement, may result in exactly 
this kind of repression. When approached by law 
enforcement, simply say, "No comment — talk to my 
lawyer" and nothing else. 

For information on dealing with law enforce- 
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ment, read If An Agent Knocks: Federal Investiga- 
tors and Your Rights and War at Home available 
from No Compromise. Speculation about who may 
be doing (or be likely to do) actions is never 
appropriate. Comments, even in jest, should not 
ever be made to law enforcement agents. 

In keeping with this model of non-coopera- 
tion, I am refusing to cooperate with this grand 
jury. A wonderful Missouri lawyer named Jenni- 
fer Brewer filed a motion to quash the subpoena 
which was denied. I then declined to appear at 
the grand jury on July 29. At about 8 a.m. on 
September 10, 1 was arrested at my home by four 
FBI agents on a federal war- 
rant for contempt of a fed- 
eral grand jury. I was too 
tired to answer the door so 
the armed thugs forcibly en- 
tered my home and took me 
into custody. I was held in 
an Oakland jail through the 
weekend and released by a 
federal magistrate on Mon- 
day morning on a promise to 
go to Missouri to fight the 
contempt charges provided 
the government would pay 
my way. They refused at first 
but at the last minute agreed. 

At the hearing in Missouri 
on October 5, Federal Judge 
Rodney Sipple asked whether I would cooperate 
with the grand jury. I refused and the judge 
ordered me into custody immediately. An appeal 
will be filed and letters to Judge Sipple politely 
urging him to order my released may be sent to 


US Court and Customs House, 100 S. Central St., 1114 
MarketSt., St. Louis, MO 63101; (314) 539-7872 (fax). 

While 1've been in jail, local activists have been 
absolutely fantastic: putting out press releases 
daily, holding protests, visiting, producing flyers 
about the abuses of grand juries, coming to court 
and informing the public about what has been 
going on. This kind of support and publicity is key 
in combating the tools of government repression. 

Federal grand juries and the FBI's traditional 
COINTELPRO (counter intelligence program) tac- 
tics have been used as tools of repression to 
neutralize, discredit and destroy any progressive 
movement that poses a threat 
to the status quo. My case is 
no different. I am being perse- 
cuted simply for my belief and 
activism in animal rights. Re- 
gardless of the law and al- 
though my compliance with 
this grand jury would fully ex- 
onerate me, I have to follow 
my heart. And my heart tells 
me that it would be morally 
bankrupt to aid the FBI in their 
malicious attempts to destroy 
the cause that I've devoted my 
life to. We will not be intimi- 
dated. We will not be silenced. 
We will not go away. Like it or 
not, the animal liberation 
movement is here to stay. 

For updates on the situation check out No Compro- 
mise at POB 5236, Old Bridge, NJ 08857; (800) 604- 
5427; www.nocompromise.org. Write to Gina Lynn 
#35341 at St. Louis Countyjail, Clayton, MO 63105. 


Justin Samuel thrown in Belgium Prison 

Wisconsin judge last September). At this point the I 
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Justin Samuel at home. 

ill? §881 


In September 
1998, a grand 
jury convened 
in Madison, 
Wisconsin, to 
investigate the 
previous year's 
release of several 
thousand mink 
from fur farms in 
Independence; 
Medford, Granton and Tomaahawk, Wisconsin. 
The investigation indicted two young men, charg- 
ing them with "animal enterprise terrorism" and 
"unlawful interference with interstate commerce." 
It alleged that Peter Young, 22, and Justin Samuel, 
20, both from Washington, attacked at least two of 
the farms and released 3, 600 mink with the intent to 
cause significant economic damage to the farms. 
The indictment also claimed that the two under- 
took "overt actions in three states as part of a 
conspiracy to engage in extortion by attempting to 
coerce the farmers to close their business rather than 
face the threat of further economic losses as a result 

f.S /’£?, 

: 


US has 75 days from the time of my arrest to provide 
an official copy of the arrest warrant, which the 
Belgian courts require before they will begin extra- 
dition proceedings where they will decide whether 
there are sufficient grounds to grant the request... 

As far as my mental state is concerned, I'm 
doing great. The important thing is remaining 
positive, and the support I've been getting helps 
tremendously. There's also the underlying knowl- 
edge of hot having done anything wrong, and 
the bearing of injustice is an inspiration to stay 
strong. My physical conditions here are okay, 
too, and I ha ve good access to vegan food, so I can 
focus my energies on the more important things 
I have to deal with... 

I have great faith in the corporate/state-con- 
trolled media to continue to portray me as a 
violent terrorist trying to create fear and hurt 
people, as that is one of their main functions... I 
can only hope altemative/support media can re- 
frain from doing the same. 

What really gives me strength is to see people 
continuing to follow their hearts, not deterred by 
of their attacks." , fear or consumed by anger when any one of us is 

All told the two faced a six-count indictment with subject to a small piece of the injustice this world 
a possible 82-year prison sentence each when they has to offer. The thingis to always remember one's 
disappeared. For nearly two years nothing was seen real purpose and not to get caught up in negative 
of either Peter or Justin. Then onSeptember 4, Justin emotions that will only leave us drained of energy 
was arrested in Hasselt, Belgium. and inspiration. I do ask that anything being done 

Awaitingextradition, he writes on September 28 in support of me and my situation (be it letters 
from the Prison of Hasselt: written or demonstrations or anything else) be 

Dear everyone, done out of love and compassion, not with any 



.. _ . .. . „ . . ... 

without ~fem for the future. As of writing this it has ing well being. Many prisoners agree that support 

been three weeks since my arrest in Belgium, and from the outside was beneficial in helping them 
I'm still here... waiting. I have not been charged with keep a positive attitude. Please send correspon- 
anything in any country in Europe but am being dence to Justin Samuel, Gevangenis Hasselt, 
held in accordance with the request of the US Martelarenlaan 42, 3500 Hasselt, Belgium. Contri- 
govemment for my extradition (specifically the buttons appreciated at the Justin Samuel Support 
international warrant for my arrest issued by a Fund, POB 22504, Seattle, WA 98122-0504. 

. • ' y 



Gina Lynn and Lexxie 




Depot demo in Wisconsin, 1998 


by Jennifer Krill 

Home Depot, the largest retailer of old-growth 
forest products in the world, made an historic 
announcement August 26 to stop selling prod- 
ucts derived from endangered forests. Home De- 
pot has provided an action plan for a three-year 
phase out, in which it specifically referred to 
eliminating "certain redwood, cedar and luan 
products," and accepted the World Resources 
Institute's (WRI) widely respected classification 
of threatened forest types and areas. This means 
that Home Depot, with over 850 stores in four 
countries, $30 billion in annual sales and ten 
percent of the global lumber market, is planning 
to stop selling old-growth products. 

After seven years of excuses, denials, stalling 
tactics and outright lies, Home Depot has suc- 
cumbed to grassroots pressure. And what pres- 
sure it was! They were inundated with protests 
from over a quarter of a million people express- 
ing their outrage through petitions, postcards, 
fax blasts, phone calls and thousands of children's 
drawings. They were confronted by shareholder 
resolutions, religious organizing, opposition on 
planning boards and in classrooms and commu- 
nities across the continent. Their stores were hit 
with demonstrations, informational pickets, 
guerrilla theater, banner hangs, lock downs, 
blockades, kamikaze stickering, product dump- 
ing, dead rainforest tours and intercom take- 
overs. Together, because of grassroots activists 
like you, we won an incredible victory for the 
world's forests. This victory goes far beyond the 
work that any one group did and belongs to the 
entire grassroots movement. It is for all of us. 

The significance of the Home Depot announce- 
ment can't be overstated. It proves that the 
marketplace is an incredibly effective new front 
in grassroots forests campaigns. Together we 
exposed the marketplace as the weakest link in 


the chain of global forest de- 
struction by ripping away the 
veil that allows consumers to 
unwittingly purchase old- 
growth forest products. Let the 
mega-retailers take note — wher- 
ever corporations are profiting 
off the liquidation of the world's 
remaining ancient forests, grass- 
roots activists will be there to 
hold them accountable. 

Needless to say we all need to 
keep up the pressure and ensure 
Home Depot follows through 
with its promises. But as it stands the capitula- 
tion is one of the biggest victories for the grass- 
roots forest protection movement. We've shown 
corporate America what we can do. Now we've 
got to show them that we're just getting started! 

We all have a litany of questions and concerns 
right now about both the validity of Home 
Depot's announcement as well as our next step 
to stop the consumption of the world's old- 
growth forests. 

Home Depot has a lousy history and giant 
corporations by their very structure are notori- 
ously untrustworthy. Its past commitments were 
all made in private letters to organizations. This 
announcement, however, was made in a public 
press conference by CEO Arthur Blank at its 20th » 
anniversary celebration. We now have, for the 
first time, Home Depot on record publicly con- 
fessing its role in forest destruction and promis- 
ing sweeping action. Additionally, Home Depot 
has been making significant internal progress 
over the last year — meeting with vendors and 
creating systems to track its products. 

Despite the announcement, no one is suggest- 
ing we embrace Home Depot or any other 
transnational corporation as a model institution 
for a sustainable world. Even once all the old 


growth is off the shelves, Home Depot will still be 
a giant multinational corporation which aggres- 
sively destroys local businesses, is vehemently 
anti-labor, promotes urban sprawl and over-con- 
sumption, and generally represents an out-of- 
control economic system that concentrates wealth 
and power in the hands of an unaccountable elite. 

Ultimately, it's all of our jobs as forest and anti- 
corporate activists to maintain our skepticism. 
Home Depot has yet to show us the full details 
about the phase out (they say they will within the 
month), but until all the old-growth products are 
actually off its shelves none of us should be 
complacent. At the same time, its announcement 
offers us a strategic opportunity to expand our 
campaign. Now is the time to take on the whole 
home improvement industry and bring us one 
step closer to ending the traffic of old-growth 
forest products. Home Depot controls forty per- 
cent of the US home improvement industry. Let's 
do the same thing to the rest of the industry. 

For more information or to help, contact Jenni- 
fer Krill at jkrill@ran.org, or Rainforest Action 
Network, 221 Pine St., SF, CA 94104; (415) 398- 
4404, (800) 989-RAIN; www.ran.org. 

Together we can get old-growth forests off the 
shelves of the home improvement industry! 


Deep Eoowgy gets SIAPPed— what will they think of next? 


On October 1, 1999 the United 
States Forest Service, along with the 
Superior Wilderness Action Network 
(SWAN) and the Forest Guardians, 
were named as defendants in a Strate- 
gic Lawsuit Against Public Participa- 
tion (SLAPP) suit. The suit argues that 
the Forest Service is being held hos- 
tage by the aggressive maneuvering 
of environmental groups. The plain- 
tiffs, the 125 dues-paying member 
Associated Contract Loggers (ACL) 
and Olsen Logging Inc., claim that 
the growing opposition to logging is 
fundamentally religious in nature — 
an outgrowth of the so called deep 
ecology movement, which, they in- 
sist, masks its spiritual aims with 
"pseudo science." They are charging 
the USFS of violating the first amend- 
ment, which prohibits the govern- 
ments favoring or endorsing religion. 

Excerpts from the suit explain it all: 

"Plaintiffs seek to prevent the es- 
tablishment of religion by defendant 
USFS, or, at minimum, neutrality by 
defendant USFS in matters of reli- 
gious faith." 

"Nationally, the amount of wood 
fiber harvested from national forests 
under management by defendant USFS 
fell from 12-billion board feet in 1989 
to only 3 .3-billion board feet in 1 998. " 

"Defendant USFS has been derelict 
in its duties under 16 U.S.C. Secs 475, 
528, and 529 because it has, at a mini- 
mum, shown favoritism to the reli- 
gion of deep ecology as manifested in 
the actions and demands of defen- 


dants SWAN and Forest Guardians, 
and at a maximum, cooperated with 
such defendants in establish ing, the 
premises of deep ecology as part of 
government management of national 
forests in Minnesota. Defendant USFS 
has allowed itself to be used as a tool, 
agent or instrument of defendants 
SWAN and Forest Guardians for reli- 
gious purposes." 

" Defendant Forest Guardians m akes 
a constant .effort to end commercial 
public lands and stop as- 
tting by the USFS." 


logging ■ 
pen clea 
"The r 


cil seeks the end of all commercial 
logging on national forests because, it 
believes, Christian . Scriptures clearly 
teach that forests are a place where 
God is present and cares and provides 
for his creatures who inhabit them. 
The leadership of National Religious 
Partnership for the Environment be- 
lieves that "environmentalism started 
with Genesis, not Earth Day." 

"The tactics used by defendants 
SWAN and Forest Guardians have 
placed* great administrative burdens 
on defendant USFS in Minnesota so 


"SWAI 


.ft. 


jrpose of defendant SWAN that sales of timber are postponed, 
is to stop logging in Minnesota;" delayed or abandoned." 

is guided by the premises "Such postponement, delay and 

abandonment have caused defendant 
USFS to breach its duty to provide 
Plaintiffs with timber and temporary 
access roads in a timely manner, 
tradition. It is a religion similar in "Contrary to the express provi- 
many beliefs to the neo-pagan reli- sions of 16 U.S.C. Secs 475, 528 and 
gions of Druid practices, Wicca and fi 529, defendant USFS recognizes that 


and beliefs of deep ecolo 
"Deep ecology is a rival to such 
religious texts as Genesis from the 
Old Testament of Judeo-Christian 


Gaia worship. Deep ecology has ap- 
propriated religious practices of Na- 
tive Americans." 

"The beliefs of deep ecology are also 
reflected in the. Religious ^Campaign 
for Forest Conservation, an interfaith 
forest ethic to articulate a right rela- 
tionship to forests and wild areas from 
a religious perspective. The Episcopal 
Dioceses of Minnesota Environmen- 
tal Stewardship Commission consid- 
ers the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
wilderness part of the Chippewa Na- 
tional Forest to be "sacred ground." 
The Christian Environmental Coun- 


promotion of spirituality is one of 
its goals in management of lands 
owned by the United States." | 
"Mike Dombeck, Chief of defen- 
dant USFS in February 1999, stated 
that "spiritual values" have become 
more and more important as na- 
tional goals for management of na- 
tional forests by defendant USFS. 
On March 28, 1999, the same Mike 
Dombeck announced that conser- 
vation biology would be the first 
priority of defendant USFS in the 
future. On June 12, 1999 defendant 
USFS issued the first draft of plan- 


ning regulations making conserva- 
tion biology and ecological sustain- 
ability the first priority on national 
forests. The draft stated that "the 
fundamental goal of the national 
forest system is to maintain and 
restore ecological sustainability, the 
long-term maintenance of the di- 
versity of native plant and animal 
communities and the productive ca- 
pacity of ecological systems." This 
plan shifts defendant USFS away 
from multiple-use of national for- 
ests in line with the theological dic- 
tates of deep ecology on the sanctity 
of non-human nature." 

"If defendants SWAN and Forest 
Guardians are successful in their im- 
position of deep ecology on defen- 
dant USFS, the business of Plaintiff 
Olson may be forced to close and the 
businesses of plaintiff ACL members 
will be permanently harmed as all 
timber from lands owned by the 
United States in Minnesota is placed 
off limits to logging and no tempo- 
rary access is permitted to assist log- 
gers gaining access to land where they 
hold contracts for harvesting timber. " 

"Injunctive relief that defendant 
USFS cease and desist in establish- 
ing, promoting or favoring deep 
ecology or any similar religion." 

For more information contact For- 
est Guardians, 1141 2nd St., Sante 
Fe, NM 87505; (505) 988-9126; 
swild@sgaurdians.org or the Supe- 
rior Wilderness Action Network, 
2052 Carroll, St. Paul, MN 55104. 

November-December 1999 Earth First! Page 13 


photo courtesy of EF! Journal archive 





v r v,v^. 

r7 


. ~-S 

Arizona bans contest 
hunts 

The Arizona Game and Fish 
Commission recently voted to 
^Jbain contest hunts. The year and 
I a half long effort spearheaded 
by the Tucson, Arizona-based 
Wildlife Damage Review was 
, : began when the ' " 
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tb' kill 'mountain ;If 
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ceived almost 12,000 letters, 
... cards and comments. Of those, 
• 10, 700 were asking for a ban on 
these contests. 

' 

SF Food Not Bombs 
Harassed Again 

Food Not Bombs (FNB)-San 
Francisco has recently been ap- 
proached by police and told to 
stop serving free meals. On Sep- 
tember 3, two FNB servers were 
given citations for dishing up 
food. On September 12, a FNB 
member was told that he might 
get a citation from the health 
department. But according to 
FNB, the health department of- 
ficial said, "1 don't want to get 
involved." While the police and 
FNBers were able to discuss the 
situation calmly, the cops made 
it clear that there was some ki nd 
of political pressure to sweep 
the food servers out of the area. 

Food Not Bombs-San Francisco 
has had a long history of harass- 
ment and repression by the city 
government. For many years 
servers were arrested routinely, 
had food ; confiscated and had 
banners seized. Many were ar- 
rested in Golden Gate Park in 
1988 and in Civic Center under 

the Agnos' administration. Art 

... 


; Agnos was able to secure a court 
I injunction against FNB,making 
it illegal to serve free food in 
public. FNBers were also arrested 
| hundreds of times under the Jor- 

dan administration at daily com- 
munity meals. 

1 Innu go to court over 
I VoiseyBay 

The Innu nation is suing the 
federal and Newfoundland govern 
merits of Canada reverse a derisior 


m 



men ts of Canada reverse a decision 
to allow Donner Minerals to pro- 
ceed with the Voisey's Bay nickel 
mine project. 

Both governments announced 
in September that Inco, Voisey's 
Bay's developer, would not have 
to wait until agreements have 
been reached with the Innu b 
fore being granted environ: 
tal approval fort* 
copper and col 
northern La 
approyeb’;!^ 

Utshimassits on the eastern coast 
Canada. c 
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I in bad faith by approving the 
project without allowing a proper 


opportunity for consultation. 





Once again, multinational business 
and ancient indigenous beliefs have 
collided as Colombia's U'wa tribe 
again threatened to commit mass sui- 
cide following the September 21 deci- 
sion by the Colombian government 
to give Occidental Petroleum Corpo- 
ration (OXY) drilling rights on dis- 
puted ancestral lands. 

"We are looking at the information to 
see what action the community will 
take. Mass suicide is one option we are 
considering," said Evaristo Tegria, a 
spokesman for the U'wa. "The commu- 
nity must consider how best to defend 
its social, cultural, territorial and politi- 
cal rights," he added. 

Following a seven-year battle, 
Colombia's Environment Ministry 
granted OXY a permit to sink the first 
test well just outside the recently en- 
larged U'wa reservation. The 500,000- 
acre exploration area, known as the 
Samore block, is expected to yield up to 
2.5-billion barrels of crude, making it 
one of Colombia's largest-ever oil finds. 

The 5,000-member U'wa tribe, how- 
ever, claims the entire Samore block, 
including parts outside their govern- 
ment-approved reservation, spanning 
the cloud forests and plains of northeast 
Colombia, as their traditional ancestral 
territory. The U'wa's long-established 
spiritual beliefs hold that drilling for oil 
on tribal lands is tantamount to sucking 
the lifeblood out of Mother Earth. 

Originally granted an exploration con- 
tract for the Samore block in 1992, OXY 
suspended all work after carrying out 
$12 million of seismic surveying be- 


cause of U'wa protests, including a threat 
to commit mass suicide to prevent en- 
croachment on their land. This tactic is 
said to have been used by many of their 
ancestors to escape capture by Spanish 
conquistadors 500 years ago. 

With oil as Colombia's top export 
and with output stagnating, the coun- 
try faces the prospect of having to 
import oil by 2004 if no major new 
finds are made. In order to open the 
way for Colombia's continued en- 
ergy self-sufficiency and in an appar- 
ent effort to defuse U'wa protests, the 
government in August enlarged the 
U'wa reservation from 98,000 acres 
to more than 543,000 acres. Conve- 
niently OXY's proposed Gibraltar 1 
test well is located just a few miles 
outside the limits of the new reserva- 
tion. OXY has not issued a formal 
statement on the Environment 
Ministry's decision, but work on sink- 
ing the 14,000-foot test well could 
begin immediately. 

The U'wa have successfully mobilized 
an international campaign, in addition 
to their own protests. Steve Kretzmann, 
a spokesman for the California-based 
U'wa Defense Working Group, says the 
enlarging of the reservation should not 
be seen as "a quid pro quo for oil develop- 
ment." He argues that the oil industry 
has failed to bring promised social devel- 
opment to impoverished regions of Co- 
lombia and that drilling for crude near 
U'wa lands could generate tensions and 
spark political violence. 

Already, a guerrilla group, the National 
Liberation Army (ELN), has threatened 


*■ k ♦ * * 

to attack OXY in support of the U'wa"s 
demands against oil drilling. In a recent 
communique, the ELN warned that it is 
declaring the Colombian affiliate of 
OXY, public officials and employees of 
the Colombian Petroleum Enterprise as 
military targets. The rebels listed pos- 
sible tactics such as the abduction of 
employees and the destruction of ma- 
chinery and vowed to fight any military 
personnel who support the employees 
and the oil company. 

For more information, contact Rain- 
forest Action Network, 221 Pine St., SF, 
CA 94104; (415) 398-4404, (800) 989- 
RAIN; www.ran.org. 

Write OXY and ask that the company 
cancel the plans for the Samore block. 
Let OXY know that you hold it respon- 
sible for the U'wa's welfare and expect 
the company to fully respect the U'wa's 
rights protected under international law. 

Dr. Ray R. Irani, CEO, Occidental 
Petroleum Corp., 10889 Wilshire 
Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90024; (310) 
443-6922 (fax). 



Demonstration in San Francisco against Oxy. 




by Blue 

Decisive action by the vigil keepers and supporters of 
Ireland's Glen of the Downs road protest thwarted a raid to 
evict them, sending the issue into the courts to be resolved. On 
August 27, the campaign's solicitor received a fax indicating 
that Wicklow County Council had obtained the necessary 
legal and state clearances to evict the vigil keepers and start 
cutting the threatened woodland. Yet three days earlier, the 
council had received official notification that the Glen had 
been included in a list of proposed nature reserves which 
would be protected by European law. 

After the council's eviction decision, about 60 people c 
rived with music, food and shelter to defend the tr 
believing that dawn on August 29 would bring destructio 
crew of determined campaigners quickly assembled, mobil 
ing defenses that were prepared in advance of the inevi 
arrival of yellow-jacketed council workers. But nothing I 
pened. No chainsaws, police or council workers^ ppeared, 
much to the relief of the Glen community. Throughout the 
day most of the supporters dispersed; 15 people remained in 
the woods to maintain the vigil. 

The Glen of the Downs is a breathtaking, foi 
sided valley cut out of quartz rock between the 
Sugar Loaf mountains in north Wicklojy 
Ireland — about an hour south from Dublin, the C; 
beech, oak, and ash-hazel woodlands rise int 
sky in a wondrous expression oflife.Somesay 
last surviving stands of native fOfra WttH w 
covered three-fifths of Ireland. Theri£h ground fl 
by domestic animals. This area is also an iiitrihsi 
Irish culture and heritage. Ilf- 

Following an Irish High Court hearing earlierjn tb 
undertakings restraining WicklowTfom fellin; 

Glen community from entering the cut zone 
appeal to the Supreme Court was lodged over 
tion of the Wildlife Act — the domestic legislatib: 
have protected the Glen. Wicklow, however, 
could go ahead without waiting for a court date 

By August 30, when it became obvious that the council was 
not sending in the chainsaws, the campaign's legal team went 
back to court and secured a hearing with the Supreme Court 
The council admitted that it had intended to go into the Glen 
at dawn the previous day. Wicklow subsequently gave an 


undertaking that they would wait until the Supreme Court 
hearing which is set for October 19. Since the end of August, 
supporters of the Glen have intensified their efforts to 
highlight the issues that characterize the protest. If the court 
action fails — which astute observers of this issue believe will 


happen because the j 
within their jurisdi 
state-^the defense 
The Glen of the Dowri: 
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European Union (EU).for money to widen t 
lane road linking Larne innortheastern Irel. „ 
in the southeast. When it became known that the state was 
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urity Council applied toihe 
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determined to go ahead with its road-widenipg Scheme and 
that the local greens had given up, local opposition faded 
away, believing no more could be done. Then the direct 
• action campaign began. It was sparked by a gathering in the 
back room of Mulligan's Pub— a haunt of journalists, stu- 
dents, writers, blue and white collar workers— in Poolbeg 
Street, Dublin, on a sunny March afternoon in 1997. The 
gatheringbrought together people who understood whythe 
Glen needed to be occupied. A stone had beep thrown into 
a restless pond. The ripples have been widening ever since. 
Later that summer the Glen was occupied. It quickly became 
the front-line battle against the-Irish state's £6 billion na- 
road-building program. 
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‘ to make sure that this legislation is adopted and 
Unfortunately for those who want to see the Glen 
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Slov&ks Oust 2006 Olympics 


by Maria Hudakova 

Many Slovaks gave a sigh of relief on June 19 when 
the evaluation board of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) chose Torino, Italy, to host the 
Winter Olympic Games (WOG) in 2006. The Slovak 
region Poprad-Tatry was one of the candidates, yet 
the recent decision hasn't ended our campaign against 
future WOG in Slovakia (see EF!J, May-June '99). 

After the decision against hosting the 2006 WOG, 
we heard representatives of the Slovak candidate city 
Poprad-Tatry and various government officials say 
they intend to campaign for the next Olympics in 
2010. They added that they will be better prepared 
next time with more sporting facilities and better 
infrastructure. Behind these words are intentions to 
quietly continue logging long before the candidacy 
and start construction of new hotels, roads and park- 
ing lots. All this will occur in the area of two precious 
national parks, where the majority of sporting events 
are planned. The High Tatra and Low Tatra National 
Parks don't need any development. These small moun- 
tains are for visitors seeking an oasis of silence and 
peace. They are too small to become Disney Land! 

At the end of May we contacted a non-govemmen- 
tal organization in Seoul, the Korean Federation for 
Environmental Movement (KFEM), and asked them 
to protest against the candidacy. Seoul is where the 
IOC planned to choose the site for the Olympics. 
These wonderful people did a great job, protesting 
two days prior to the IOC decision despite the dangers 
that may have resulted. 

In Korea, the Demonstration and Rally Act, enacted 
by the previous dictatorship, requires police permis- 
sion 48 hours prior to any demonstration or protest of 
more than three people. It allows for no more than 
one demonstration in an area. The Shilla Hotel, where 
the IOC session was held, reported a rally 200 meters 
away from its doors before KFEM's activists announced 
their protest. This was simply a tactic to forestall any 
demonstration. Without the unobtainable permis- 
sion, our friends nevertheless planned to protest the 
Winter Olympic Games in Slovakia. The day before 
the meetings the police threatened to arrest all the 


activists if more than two people protested. In re- 
sponse, our friends held a one-man protest. 

Dressed in a black gown with banners in both hands 
and sign boards in front and back, one protester 
shouted slogans condemning the Slovak candidacy. 
Despite police attempts to keep the hotel area clear of 
protesters, three activists managed to get to the main 
gate, arguing the point that there should be no prob- 
lem with a one-man protest. Another two dissemi- 
nated our press release and a copy of the letter sent to 
the president of the IOC. 

About eight reporters, including the AP and Reuters, 
came to the protest. The Hankyoreh, one of the five 
major newspapers in Korea, covered the action on its 
front page the next morning. It mentioned our appeal 
to "Save Slovak forests from Olympic bulldozers," as 
well as a quote from a KFEM ecological activist that our 
environment should not be destroyed by the WOG, 
which calls itself a global festival for peace. 

One national newspaper closed its article with, 
"According to unofficial and unconfirmed infor- 
mation, a 30-member group of the WOLF Forest 
Protection Movement arrived in Seoul. During the 
whole candidature process they protested against 
holding the WOG 2006 in the Poprad-Tatry region. 
They were not able to get close to the Shilla Hotel 
with protest banners, where Alexander Slafkovsky, 
the mayor of Liptovsky Mikulas (a city below Low 
Tatra National Park), was expecting them. This 
raises the question of who had financed the trip of 
30 conservationists to Seoul?" 

How interesting! Koreans were identified as Europe- 
ans, and three people appeared as 30. The press didn't 
explain why WOLF opposes the candidacy nor men- 
tion the fact that we oppose logging in national parks 
and nature reserves and want protection of this critical 
forest environment. The author — strangely, or per- 
haps not so strangely — overlooked the presence of 
more than 100 representatives from Slovakia support- 
ing the candidacy in Seoul whose expenses were paid 
by the government. 

In any case, we have decided to sue a press agency for 
spreading misinformation about WOLF and harming 
our reputation. If we win, the money will support our 



The highly sucessful one-man protest. 


project of saving the forest through its purchase. 

The final statement of the IOC evaluation board for 
Slovak candidacy stated: "Conservationists are against 
the unavoidable logging of forests in national parks." 
One part of the fight against the WOG was success- 
fully concluded. We expect the same success for 
Poprad-Tatry's candidacy for the WOG as far into the 
future as necessary. 

Like a soap opera, the Committee for the Candi- 
dacy for Winter Olympic Games will change actors, 
making it necessary for our children to continue the 
fight. One life is too short to defeat human irrational- 
ity, irresponsibility, carelessness and blindness in 
protecting the environment. 

We inform contributors to our Saving the Forest 
project in the Cergov Mountains of Eastern Slovakia 
(see "Help Save Them — Buy Your Own Tree" EF! J, 
July-August '98), which will create the first private 
reserve of beech-fir forest in all of Central and Eastern 
Europe. So far we have raised 1,670,000 Sk (Slovak 
crown) out of the 3.2 million needed. Thank you to 
all of you who have contributed. We appreciate 
further donations by the symbolic purchase of trees 
($30 per tree). Make checks payable to the Rainforest 
Information Center, and mail them to the Earth 
Trust Foundation, 201 10 Rockport Way, Malibu, CA 
90265. For more information contact the WOLF 
Forest Protection Movement, c.d. 27, 08213 Tulc^k, 
Slovakia; wolf@vadium.sk. 


“'Reading, Rioting and Revolution” — 'IUJC Gathering 


by TK 

"Reading, Rioting and Revolution: 
Inside the amazing summer camp where 
anarchists learn the skills of class war..." 
announced the pithy headline in the 
British newspaper The Daily Mail after a 
couple of sleazy journalists managed to 
sneak into the UK Earth First! gathering, 
held in a farmer's field near Bungay, 
Suffolk, England in mid-August. 

No one was really surprised by the 
infiltration as the UK EF! crowd had 
been under intense media scrutiny ever 
since the immensely successful, Lon- 
don-inspired June 18 Carnival Against 
Capitalism. Couple this with all the 
activities of the anti-genetix crop-pull- 
ers and the recent closing of the odious 
Hillgrove Farm animal experimentation 
breeding facility, and you get an idea of 
just how significant a force Britain's 
multi-faceted ecological resistance 
movement is these days. 

The attendance at the gathering also 
bore this out. By Saturday the numbers 
had swelled to about 500, and a sea of 
tents clustered in one comer of the 
field created havoc at night as revelers 
swam through searching for their 
domed homes away from home. But 
partying was not the main item on the 
well-organized agenda— skill-sharing, 
information-sharing, campaign up- 
dates and direct action were. 

This year's gathering was pulled to- 
gether by the wonderful folks in Leeds 
who have been responsible for putting 
out the Earth First ! Action Update over 
the past year. I must say the Brits defi- 


nitely outshine their US counterparts 
when it comes to making sure the an- 
nual gathering of the tribe runs smoothly. 
A handout describing the schedule of 
workshops was given to activists as 
they came through the welcome gate 
and paid their ten pounds. A fantastic, 
well-stocked mobile library was set up 
to feed activist's minds. 

There was an average of 20 different 
workshops offered daily over the course 
of the four-day ^ 
event. The first I ,■ ' 
attended Thurs- 
day morning was 
on the artificial 
life crisis — a dis- 
cussion on the 
approaching di- 
saster of a totally 
artificial and tech- 
nological world 
and how we can 
stop it. At the 
same time there 
were other offer- 
ings which looked equally interesting 
on localism and autonomy, an intro- 
duction to genetics, dealing with the 
media and a presentation by the Blatant 
Incitement Collective. 

Compared to US gatherings, one thing 
that was very different, was that as you 
stood in the lunch line (or "queue" as 
they call it) you could hear voices from 
all over the world discussing how to 
subvert the dominant paradigm in a 
host of different languages. There were 
EF!-oriented activists from Australia, Bel- 
gium, Ireland, Germany, Holland, France, 



Spain, Palestine and New Guinea. 

There were practical workshops on 
subjects like dealing with the police, 
how to organize mass actions, 
permaculture, what to do when arrested, 
blockading, tree climbing, running 
squats, security consciousness, coping 
with burnout, women's self-defense, re- 
cruiting and involving new people, 
quartermastering, increasing participa- 
tion in meetings, conducting prison 
support, setting up an 
ecovillage, the finer 
■CaL. points of catapult 
-“(slingshot) usage 
and snatch-squad 
training (de-arrest- 
ing techniques). 

]/ Most of one day's 
workshops were de- 
voted to analyzing 
various aspects of the 
June 18 Global Day 
of Action. After the 
opening session en- 
titled, "How was it for you?" 
there were small group discussions held 
on the tactics of the day, our media and 
propaganda, national and international 
organizing and one called The Empire 
Strikes Back, addressing issues like the 
state's response to June 18, the status of 
the people who have been arrested, the 
media backlash and how to support 
those facing trial. It came out that the 
most repressive response on record for a 
June 18 action happened right in theEF! 
foumal's backyard in Eugene, Oregon. 
Anarchist Robert Thaxton was convicted 
on spurious, trumped-up charges that 


resulted in a sentence of 88 months for 
throwing a rock at a cop! 

The evenings were low-key, and lots 
of networking went on around the 
campfire. There were videos about June 
18 and Mumia Abu Jamal, and one 
night's inspiring keynote speaker was 
from West Papua, New Guinea. Risking 
his personal freedom and possibly his 
life by bringing news of his people's 
struggle, this anti-modernity activist 
spoke passionately to a large crowd gath- 
ered in the big top about the resistance 
movement he is a part of — the Libera- 
tion Army of the Free West Papua 
Movement. He said, "We are not ter- 
rorists, we do not like democracy, we 
do not fancy modern life and we refuse 
development." After a Dutch-made 
video depicting the guerrilla's struggle 
was shown, the West Papuan native 
explained how his territory had been 
invaded by force and manipulation 
by Indonesia, with the UN and USA 
having disastrous vested interests in 
its policies. "Their slogan," he said, 
was the simple yet eloquent request, 
"Just leave us alone, please!" 

So much important information was 
shared, and all of the activists assembled 
there established contacts and learned 
skills that they can take back to their 
regional groups. The over-arching* 
themes of the UK EF! summer gathering 
were definitely and defiantly, Viva La 
Revolution!, actions speak louder than 
words — watch out global capitalism, cor- 
porate domination and the nature-de- 
stroying juggernaut of industrial civili- 
zation — we've got you in our sights! 
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Hart Mountain Coyote Deception Exposed 


by Joy Belsky 

Over the last 
four years, Hart 
§ Mountain Na- 
| tional Antelope 
| Refuge in south- 
I eastern Oregon 
has waged a 
Young coyote, wild and free misinformation 
campaign about the need to control coyotes. During 
this period, the managers and biologists of the Ref- 
uge, which is managed by the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, repeatedly told the public and the press that 
coyotes were killing pronghorn fawns and thus re- 
ducing the numbers of the species. They used this 
information in an attempt to alter their 1994 Com- 
prehensive Management Plan, which stated that 
there should be no predator control on the Refuge. 
The Plan concluded that wildlife populations should 
be allowed to fluctuate naturally with changes in 
weather, habitat, food, disease and predation. 

In four years of attempts to introduce aerial shoot- 
ing of coyotes and coyote hunting, Refuge 
spokespeople have repeatedly told the public that 
there is an overabundance of coyotes and that 
coyote predation is the main reason for low prong- 
horn fawn survival and declining pronghorn num- 
bers. They always mentioned the record-low fawn 
survival rate in 1995, when less than one fawn per 
100 does survived (as opposed to the long-term 
average of 25-30 fawns per 100 does). Based on this 
low number, the Refuge proposed an expensive 
campaign to shoot coyotes from airplanes. 

What is most interesting about this proposal is 
that, according to Dan Alonso, the manager of Hart 
Mountain Refuge at that time, the fawns in 1995 
were born during a spring snowstorm and "most 
literally froze to the ground." In other words, Hart 
Mountain Refuge started a four-year campaign to 
kill coyotes based on fawns freezing to death in a 


snowstorm. Except for this one quote in a newspaper, 
the Refuge has withheld this information, insisting that 
coyote predation caused low fawn survival that year. 

To further support its decision to kill coyotes, the 
Refuge initiated two research projects. One, carried out 
by the Oregon Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research 
Unit of Oregon State University, concluded after a 
multi-year study that the low fawn survival in 1995 was 
due to poor diet quality and severe weather conditions. 
These conclusions, contradicting the Refuge's official 
position, were never released. 

The second study used blood samples and radio 
collars to determine the health and cause of death of 
newborn pronghorn fawns on Hart Mountain. Not 
surprisingly, the study found that coyote predation 
occurring predominantly during the first three weeks of 
a pronghorn's life was the major cause of fawn mortal- 
ity. During the three years of the study, the Refuge 
repeatedly told the press and public that blood studies 
showed the newborn fawns to be in excellent health 
and that they had no nutritional deficiencies or diseases 
that predisposed them to predation. The Refuge 
spokespeople said these results could only be explained 
by an overabundance of coyotes and that they had to be 
killed to save pronghorns. 

Scientific reports published by the Refuge tell a very 
different story. The studies report that the fawns were 
"not in excellent health" and that they had below 
normal values of hemoglobin, albumin, total protein 
and blood urea nitrogen, plus low values of the crucial 
nutrients selenium, copper and vitamin E (Hart Moun- 
tain Technical Reports, 1997-1998). This information 
was withheld from the press and the public. Although 
in one interview, Hart Mountain/Sheldon Complex 
manager Mike Nunn and complex biologist Mike Dunbar 
admitted that protein-deficient pronghorn fawns such 
as those studied at Hart would bleat for their mothers 
and not lie still. They said that these are "activities that 
would draw coyotes." But they continued to tell the 
public in all other interviews that the fawns had no 
health conditions predisposing them to predation. 



Pronghorn at Hart Mountain 


Finally, the 
pronghorn count 
in mid-July of 
1999 showed phe- 
nomenal increases 
in fawn survival 
(38 fawns per 100 
does) and in total 
pronghorn num- 
bers (up 500 animals). These increases occurred in spite 
of the absence of coyote control. Once again, the public 
was not informed. The Oregon Natural Desert Associa- 
tion (ONDA) found out about the large increases a 
month later and released the information. One can 
only conclude that Refuge managers and biologists did 
not want the public to know that their dire predictions 
about the need for coyote control were incorrect. The 
reporters we called told us that when pronghorn fawn 
numbers are low, the Refuge calls them the day after the 
count. When fawn numbers are high, like this year, 
they aren't called at all. 

Ever since ONDA told the Refuge and the Regional 
Headquarters of the Fish and Wildlife Service of our 
discoveries in an attempt to get straight answers, they 
have worked hard to confuse the issue with scientific 
double-talk. This is unconscionable. Research dollars 
for American wildlife studies are too few for them to be 
used by an agency that covers up results that are 
inconvenient. The Refuge's campaign to kill coyotes 
may have already cost the public more than a half 
million dollars, and it continues. 

If that money had gone to research on pronghorn, 
Hart Mountain National Pronghorn Refuge might 
now know enough to write a competent pronghorn 
management plan. Instead we have a long, sorry tale 
of deception. 

Joy Belsky, Ph.D. is staff ecologist with the Oregon 
Natural Desert Association, 732 SW 3rd Ave., # 407, 
Portland, OR 97204; (503) 228-9720; jbelsky@onda.org. 
She has worked for years with the Predator Defense Insti- 
tute, POB 5446, Eugene, OR 97405; pdi@teleport.com. 



by Scott Schroder 


The Sierra Nevada, stretching from the Modoc plateau in northeastern California 
to the desert mountains in the south, where John Muir first explored the giant 
sequoias and envisioned a national forest reserve system, is undergoing dramatic 
changes in management. The forest plans — the documents which guide direction 
of individual national forests — for all 1 1 national forests in the Sierra are being 
revised in one large process which is legally compelled to introduce stronger 
conservation measures. At the same time, ever since a public lands system has 
existed, private interests and industry have been trying to take it away from the 
public. The most recent of ’these attempts takes place in the same location the 
reserve system was first envisioned and is called the Quincy Library Group (QLG). 
Two processes are going on right now, but ultimately, they will determine only one 
fate for the Sierra Nevada. 

The forest plan revisions started in 1992 when the Forest Service began to adopt 
temporary guidelines for the California spotted owl. The old-growth dependent 
California spotted owl — unlike its cousin species the northern spotted owl and the 
Mexican spotted owl — is not listed under the Endangered Species Act, although it 
is in worse trouble. As time went on under the temporary guidelines and issues 
accumulated, which the Forest Service legally had to address, a new strategy 
developed. On May 1 , 1 998, the Forest Service announced a new region-wide forest 
plan revision process to manage an entire ecosystem. 

Old-growth forest types, which used to comprise 65 percent of the Sierra's 
forests and contained the world's largest living trees, have been reduced to 16 
percent of their original quantity. Ecosystem processes and species dependent 
on old-growth forests have declined precipitously, and some ultimately may 
not be able to hold-onto the fragile existence they currently maintain. 

Aquatic and riparian ecosystems are the most altered and 
degraded in the Sierra Nevada due to dams, water diversion, 
logging and roadbuilding. Fifteen of the 30 native amphib- 
ians of the Sierra are in decline. Just as California extirpated 
its state animal, the grizzly, it is now extirpating the state 
fish, the golden trout. 

, The potent force of fire, which has played a role in 
influencing ecosystems for millennia, has been systemati- 
cally subdued and removed from the landscape since the 
1 930s. This has resulted in unnaturally high accumulations 
of fuel so that when fires are ignited, they burn far more 
intensely (i.e. kill more trees) over a far greater area, than 
they did before. 

The May 1, 1998, announcement initiated a process to 
address these issues. A draft plan should be out soon. 
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Back in the days when public lands management was a resource extraction free- 
for-all, rural communities and counties containing large portions of public lands 
did not seem to mind the idea of land being held in the public trust. In the last 30 
years, as environmental regulations have become more strict, opposition has 
grown from resource extractive industries and the wise use movement. One of the 
popular outcomes of these movements has been consensus processes between 
environmentalists (living in generally hostile, isolated areas) and industry and local 
government officials to come up with plans to manage federal lands in their area. 
One such group was the QLG in the northern Sierra Nevada. The QLG was not 
unique insofar as it was a consensus group with a plan, but they became unique 
when Congressman Wally Herger took the plan to Congress and passed it through 
the House. Thanks to some underhanded dealings on the part of California Senator 
Dianne Feinstein, the bill was attached as a completely unrelated rider to the federal 
budget for 1999 and passed. 

The QLG proposal more than doubles commercial logging on the Plumas and 
Lassen National Forests and one ranger district of the Tahoe. The ostensible 
justification is to reduce the risk of wildfire through cutting one-quarter mile-wide 
fuelbreaks, thinning and one-half to two-acre clearcuts. Even though the Forest 
Service admits it needs to take immediate action to curtail population declines of 
wildlife and plant species and deal with precipitous ecosystem issues that affect the 
entire Sierra Nevada, it has decided to accept a proposal to double logging in the 
northern portion of the range. 

The Record of Decision authorizing the project calmly states, "Over the course 
of the pilot project, suitable habitat for old growth forest-dependent species and 
aquatic/riparian-dependent species (including amphibians) shall not be reduced 
by more than 10 percent below 1999 levels." Great, guys. Even if the ecosystem 
was not already in tatters and barely hanging on from 1 50 years of abuse, figuring 
a five-year pilot project reducing habitat by 10 percent, would absolutely 
guarantee the extirpation of old-growth forest-dependent and aquatic/riparian- 
dependent species within 50 years. Realistically, it would be much sooner before 
populations became unviable. 

But the fight is not over yet. Serious legal questions exist 
around the Quincy issue, and the decision will inevitably 
I end up in court. Our vision for maintaining this ecosystem 
8 intact and functioning should be bold and without reserva- 
§ tion. From the magical chorus of the Yosemite toad in the 
| high-elevation meadows, to the jagged canyon cliffs run- 
| ning down to cold water rushing over rocks teeming with 
” Chinook salmon, to the red-tailed hawk circling the sky in 
| the open oak cover and gentle golden hillsides, our vision 
B should remain strong. 

| For more information on how you can keep the Sierra 
s Nevada alive, contact Range of Light Ecological Defense, 
228 Commercial St., Suite 174, Nevada City, CA 95959; 
(530) 478-9284; scott_s@oro.net. 



You know what they say about little men and big stumps, 
t These are the old days in the Sierra. 
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OPEN LETTER TO ALL DOOMED HUMANS 
FROM A DOOMED MISANTHROPE 

When asked why I am a misanthrope, I used to simply answer, "What is there to 
like about humans?" It was a flippant response, and never really seemed to 
answer the question. However, I have recently reevaluated this response; now I 
think it is the pretty accurate response if explained and/or analyzed. 

To do so, we need to set some perameters: 1) I am speaking as a member of 
western society, speaking to other members of my society; 2) we all claim to be 
conservationists, ecologists, and/or environmentalists etc.; 3) we are allegedly 
"enlightened" individuals. 

I will be speaking as the above and to the above, since it is what I know. Now 
let's talk about humans and identify their role in the world. 

In western culture, humans are entirely divorced from the natural world. 
Although some of us spend time in the woods we do not actually perform a true 
role in that environment. We are so on top of the foodchain; we are infact an 
overwhelming parasite on it. When I say parasite I mean it in the truest sense of 
the word; we rely on other organisms without giving anything (of substance) 
back. This is really what we do as westernized humans. We sit atop of the food 
pyramid standing on the necks of all that is still wild and pick our teeth until the 
next endangered species is placed before us for consumption. Ecologically 
speaking it is that simple. We are on the top, giving nothing and taking every- 
thing. We are a pain in the ass of wildness and diversity. 

We are a beast of hypocracy, indulgence, idiocy, and lunacy — in short we reak 
havoc on all that comes in contact with us. But that seems flippant, so let's look 
at those fork-tongued terms and back them up; working from the back forward. 
Lunacy/Idiocy 

Is it not a tad bit crazy to knowingly use up all natural resources which you 
really on for survival: eat up the seas, while polluting the water; cut down the 
trees, while polluting the air. To keep on doing these things despite the obvious 
consequences holds no logic. 

Indulgence/Over-indulgence 

Taking a look at the acts of the lunatic and idiot (above) and then factor in the 
world's population and the appetite of western culture for goods and you have 
the over-indulgent population. 

Undisciplined/Hypocrite 

This is my final point. It is the one that makes me sigh each time I use it in the 
context. I easily put all westemeers in the above categories (lunacy etc.) This last 
category is specific to anyone who considers themselves to be amongst the 
"enlightened"; this would be those who think they are aware of the current 
situation involving humans and the natural world: the environmentalists, 
scholars, etc. We are those who lecture about the state of the world; we are the 
ones who wear the, t-shirts; hold signs or sit in trees. We are the ones that seem 
to know that for every action there is a reaction. We claim to know the conse- 
quences for our actions. Yet, there we are constantly making the most offen- 
sively assenine choices. Do I need to give examples or are you already cowering 
under this judgment? 

Is it the hypocrite or 'enlightned' that eats salmon? To you I say 1) the hypocrite, 
and 2) I hope the fish's last revenge is to choke you on its own bones. 

Is it the hypocrite or Earth Firstler that travels (by the hundreds) thousands of 
miles annually for a party (oh, I mean RRR). It is both it is the EF!er as the 
hypocrite. Just as it is the case for the jet-setting conservationists always jump- 
ing on a plane to go to conferences. It is the "travelling" activist that spends 
more time consuming fossil fuels than truly "saving" anything. I wonder if we 
are actually activists or people who need to be entertained; we sure do seem to 
spend a lot of resources keeping ourselves busy doing nothing truly remarkable. 
Do I need to state the whole environmentalists having children issue? True, it is 
each person's choice; that is not the question. There is not question about 
individual's rights to choice. It is actually about the insult to reality when 
making the choice (remember by conservative estimates 5% of the world's 
population consumes 40% of the world's resources; we, the above mentioned 
idiots and lunatics, are the 5%). 
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Par»a*site \ n 3 : something 
that resembles a biological 
parasite in dependence on 
something else for existence or 
support without making a use- 
ful or adequate return. 


THE FUTURE IS COMING 
AREYOUREADY? 




IS MISANTHROPY REA 

A Debate with My Own Misanthropic Side. 

Am I a misanthrope? Do I hate or distrust humanity in general, as a species? 

Many have argued. I am. I have even used the term to represent myself on many 
occasions. But it is a hard question to answer honestly without just being knee- 
jerk about it. I do definitely have misanthropic tendencies, and depending on my 
mood (usually after work) I rip into humanity in general for their hatred, violence 
and ignorance. Sometimes my day is so bad I daydream of sitting on a rooftop 
with an AK-47. But what can be expected of me? I was bom in and raised within 
"western culture" the good of the human species has/is a myth to me. I've read 
books on the beauty of tribal people and I do know that for most of human 
history we lived in mostly an egalitarian fashion, not just with each other but 
with die world around us as well. The question is not whether we have been a 
sustainable species or an "evil" one; the question is can we, as a species, walk 
away from this "Death Culture." The culture we are apart of and force others to 
join at gun point. 

MISANTHROPE'S MYTH OF THE "EVIL" HUMAN SPECIES 
If we are to discuss misanthropy in any real way we must first be honest. Just as 
the humanists and leftists have perpetuated half-truths and propaganda about 
population and the glories of technology, the misanthropic fringe has rim with 
some half-truths as well. We must be honest about our own species and it's past. 
HUMANITY AS "UNNATURAL" OR "ALIEN" 

Homo sapiens are a natural species. Nothing we do is "unnatural", it is just out of 
balance. Since the rise civilized we as "civilized" humans have not lived within 
the balance of the evolution or nature. We can't say we are unnatural but we can 
say we are throwing things out of balance, killing ourselves (as well as thousands 
of other species) and denying many other species their chance to evolve. But we 
must remove humans causing the extinction of some species and the mass 
extinction of mammoths and other large mammals as an example how "evil" we 
are, but all new species introduced in an environment changes that environment. 
Some species go extinct, that's evolution, that is how nature works; by eliminat- 
ing humans from this equation we continue the "civilized" notion of humans as 
separate. The same notion that created the environmental and social problems we 
face today. Who is arrogant enough to say this is not natural. I'm not. I don't like 
it, I fight to change this but I'm only human, I can't know for certain. 

HUMANS HAVE THE ABILITY TO KILL THE EARTH 

Do any of us really believe we have the ability to kill the Earth? Life (nature or 
evolution whatever you want to call it) was around long before humans. There 
have been five major extinctions without human involvement. All of them were 
followed by growth and biodiversity. This is no different except that we, too, are 
going to go extinct. It is true that we are taking many other species out with us, I 
don't like this fact but we will not kill the Earth. Life will continue, species will 
evolve. There is no way that humans can kill all Life, we are just killing ourselves 
and there is nothing wrong with that(it's called evolution). By this I don't mean 
that we should stop fighting for the freedom of all life (including humans) or 
trying to halt the destruction. Just that we need to recognize the insignificance of 
humans as a blip in time of evolution. 

HUMANS CAN PRESERVE THE EARTH 

Many environmentalists want (or at least use the language) to preserve nature as 
it is. This is anti-evolution. Nothing is static. Evolution/ extinction is a naturally 
occurring event; we should not try to interfere with this process. We should try to 
work on how we as a species live, fight mass extinction, industry and manage- 
ment of the wild. But fighting for the wild should not be a fight to keep things as 
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ARE WE Y2K COMPLIANT... SURE HOPE NOT! 




A Darwin award is bestoed posthu- 
mously each year to the individual or 
group of individuals that best demon- 
strate Darwin's theory of natural selec- 
tion by permanently removing their con- 
tribution from the human gene pool.You 
may recall previous Darwin Award win- 
ners: A man who found out moments 
before making a 300 mph dent in an Ari- 
zona cliff that the JATO (Jet Assist Take 
Off) unit he'd strapped to his car could 
not be turned off once it was turned on. 
Another winner was a fellow who was 
killed by a Coke machine which toppled 
on top of him as he was attempting to tip 
a free soda out of it. 

Three young men in Oklahoma were enjoying 
the upcoming Fourth of July holiday and wanted 
to apparently test fire some fireworks. Their 
only real problem was that their launch pad and 


Ht RAY. I'M CALLING IN FROM MY 
CAR PHONE TO EXPRESS MY OPINION 
ON THIS ISSUE AND 



seating arrangements were atop a several hun- 
dred thousand gallon fuel distillation storage 
tank. Oddly enough, some fumes were ignited, 
producing a fireball seen for miles. They were 
launched several hundred feet into the air and 
were found dead 250 yards from their respec- 
tive seats. 

*** 

A young Canadian man, searching for a way of 
getting drunk cheaply because he had no money 
to buy alcohol, mixed gasoline with milk. Not 
surprisingly, this concoction made him ill, and he 
vomited into the fireplace in his house. The result- 
ing explosion and fire burned his house down, 

killing both him and his sister. 

*** 

A 34-year-old white male found dead in the base- 
ment of his home died of suffocation, police said. 
He was approximately 6' 2" and 225 lb. He was 
wearing a pleated skirt, white bra, black and white 
saddle shoes, and a woman's wig. It appeared that 
he was trying to create a schoolgirl's uniform look. 
He was also wearing a military gas mask that had 
the filter canister removed and a rubber hose at- 
tached in its place. The other end of the hose was 
connected to a hollow wooden section of bedpost 
approximately a foot long and 3" in diameter. This 
bedpost was inserted into his rear end for reasons 
unknown, and was the cause of his suffocation. 
Police found the task of explaining the circum- 


stances of his death to his family members very 
awkward. 

Three Brazilian men were flying in a light aircraft 
at low altitude when another plane approached. It 
appears they decided to "moon" the occupants of 
the other plane, but lost control of the plane and 
crashed. They were all found dead in the wreckage 

with their pants around their ankles. 

*** 

A police officer in Ohio responded to a call that was 
made to 911. She had no details before arriving 
except that someone was reporting that his father 
was not breathing. Upon arrival, the officer found 
the man face down on the couch, naked. When she 
rolled him over to check for a pulse and to start CPR 
if necessary, she noticed bum marks around his 
genitals. After the ambulance arrived and removed 
the man (who turned out to be dead on arrival at 
hospital), the police made a closer inspection of the 
couch, and noticed that the man had made a hole 
between the cushions. Upon flipping the couch 
over they discovered what caused his death. Ap- 
parently the man had a habit of putting his penis 
between the cushions, down into the hole and 
between two electric sanders (with the sandpaper 
removed for obvious reasons). According to the 
story, after his orgasm the... ahem... discharge 
shorted out one of the sanders, electrocuting him 
to death. 

*** 

A 27-year-old French woman lost control over her 
car on a highway near Marseilles and crashed into 
a tree, seriously injuring her passenger and killing 
her. As a commonplace road accident, this would 
not have qualified for a Darwin award were it not 
for the fact that the driver's attention had been 
distracted by her Tamagotchi key ring (electronic 
"pet"), which had started urgently beeping for food 
as she drove along. In attempting to press the correct 
buttons to save the Tamagotchi's life, the woman 
lost her own. 

*** 

A man in Alabama died from rattlesnake bites. Big 
deal you may say, but there's a twist here that makes 
him a candidate. It seems he and a friend were 
playing catch with a rattlesnake. You can guess 
what happened from here. The friend (a future 

Darwin Awards candidate) was hospitalized. 

*** 

In 1990, a Renton, Washington man tried to commit 
a robbery. This was probably his first attempt, as 
suggested by the fact that he had no previous record 
of violent crime, and by his terminally stupid choices 
as listed below: 

1. The target was H&J Leather & Firearms, a gun 
shop; 

2. The shop was full of customers, in a state where a 
substantial portion of the adult population is li- 
censed to carry concealed handguns in public places; 

3. To enter the shop, he had to step around a marked 
Police patrol car parked at the front door; 

4. An officer in uniform was standing next to the 
counter, having coffee before reporting to duty. 
Upon seeing the officer, the would-be robber an- 
nounced a holdup and fired a few wild shots. The 
officer and a clerk promptly returned fire, removing 
him from the gene pool. Several other customers 
also drew their guns, but didn't fire. No one else was 
hurt. 

*** 

A drunk security man asked a comrade at the Mos- 
cow bank they were guarding to stab his bullet- 
proof vest to see if it would protect him against a 
knife attack. It didn't, and the 25-year-old guard 
died of a heart wound. 

*** 



In France, Jacques LeFevrier left nothing to chance 
when he decided to commit suicide. He stood at 
the top of a tall cliff and tied a noose around his 
neck. He tied the other end of the rope to a large 
rock. He drank some poison and set fire to his 
clothes. He even tried to shoot himself at the last 
moment. He jumped and fired the 
pistol. The bullet missed him com- 
pletely and cut through the rope 
abovehim. Free of the threat of hang- 
ing, he. plunged into the sea. The 
sudden dunking extinguished the 
flames and made him vomit the poi- 
son. He was dragged out of the wa- 
ter by a kind fisherman and was 
taken to hospital, where he died... of 
hypothermia. 
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[Kalamazoo Gazette ]: James Barnes, 34, of Alamo, 
MI, was killed in March as he was trying to repair 
what police described as a "farm-type truck." 
Barnes got a friend to drive the truck on a highway 
while Barnes hung underneath so that he could 
ascertain the source of a troubling noise. Barnes' 






Whydon'ttheyjustgo away? 


clothes caught on something, however, and the 
other man found Barnes "wrapped in the drive 
shaft." 

*** 

Six people drowned Monday while trying to res- 
cue a chicken that had fallen into a well in south- 
ern Egypt. An 18-year-old farmer was the first to 
descend into the 60-foot well. He drowned, ap- 
parently after an undercurrent in the water pulled 
him down, police said. His sister and two broth- 
ers, none of whom could swim well, went in one 
by one to help him, but also drowned. Two elderly 
farmers then came to help, but they apparently 
were pulled by the same undercurrent. The bod- 
ies of the six were later pulled out of the well. The 

chicken was also pulled out. It survived. 

*** 

[Bloomburg News Service]: A terrible diet and 
room with no ventilation are being blamed for the 
death of a man who was killed by his own gas. 
There was no mark on his body but autopsy 
showed large amounts of methane gas in his 
system. His diet had consisted primarily of beans 
and cabbage (and a couple of other things). It was 
just the right combination of foods. It appears that 
the man died in his sleep from breathing from the 

Notable Nuclear Accidents 


Police said a lawyer demonstrating the 
safety of windows in a downtown Toronto 
skyscraper crashed through a pane with his 
shoulder and plunged 24 floors to his death. 
A police spokesman said Garry Hoy, 39, fell 
into the courtyard of the T oronto Dominion 
Bank Tower as he was explaining the 
strength of the building's windows to visit- 
ing law students. Hoy previously had con- 
ducted demonstrations of window strength 
according to police reports. Peter Lauwers, 
managing partner of the firm Holden Day 
Wilson, told the Toronto Sim newspaper 
that Hoy was "one of the best and bright- 
est" members of the 200-man association. 
*** 

[San Jose Mercury News] : A 24-year-old sales- 
man from Hialeah, FL, was killed near Lan- 
tana, FL. when his car smashed into a pole 
in the median strip of Interstate 95 in the 
middle of the afternoon. Police said that the 
man was traveling at 80 mph and, judging 
by the sales manual that was found open 
and clutched to his chest, had been busy 
reading. 
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Mar. 28, 1979 — The wont commercial nuclear accident ia 
the US. ocean e d as e qui pm ent failures and human mistakes 
led to a loss of coolant and partial core meltdown at the Three 
Mile Island reactor in Middletown, PA 
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poisonous cloud that was hanging over his bed. 
Had he been outside or had his windows been 
opened it wouldn't have been fatal. But the man 
was shut up in his near airtight bedroom. He was 
"... a big man with a huge capacity for creating 
[this deadly gas]." Three of the rescuers got sick 
and one was hospitalized. 



[AP, Mammoth Lakes]: A 
San Anselmo man died 
when he hit a lift tower at 
the Mammoth Mountain ski 
area while riding down the 
slope on a foam pad, au- 
thorities said. Matthew 
David Hubal, 22, was pro- 
nounced dead at Centinela 
Mammoth Hospital. The ac- 
cident occurred about 3 
a.m., the Mono County 
Sheriff's Department said. Hubal 
and his friends apparently had 
hiked up a ski rim called Stump 
Alley and undid some yellow foam 
protectors from the lift towers, said Lieutenant 
Mike Donnelly of the Mammoth Lakes Police 
Department. The pads are used to protect skiers 
who might hit the towers. The group apparently 
used the pads to slide down the ski slope and 
Hubal crashed into a tower. It was not clear if the 
tower he hit was one with its pad removed. "With 
the cold temperatures, the snow was probably 
pretty fast," said Donnelly. 


[Reuters, Warsaw, Poland]: A poacher electrocut- 
ing fish in a lake fell into the water and suffered 
the same fate as his quarry, police said Thursday. 
The 24-year-old man was one of four 
who went Fishing with a cable, one end 
of which they attached to a net and the 
other to a high-voltage electricity supply 
line, a Polish news agency quoted a po- 
lice official in Wloclawek as saying. "For 
a while everything went according to the 
poachers' plan and they had fish in their 
bags. But at a certain moment the man holding the 
net tripped and fell into the water," the agency 
said. The other poachers tried in vain to revive him, 
it said. 

*** 

A Darwin award occured at a Metallica concert at 
the amphitheater at George, Washington in 1998. 
The starring roles go to John Pemicky and Sal 
Hawkins of Washington. The two didn't have tick- 
ets to the concert, but they did have 18 beers. When 
they polished off the beers in the parking lot, they 
decided it would be easy to scale the nine-foot 
fence and sneak into the show. They pulled the 



pickup up next to the fence, and John, who was 
100 pounds heavier than Sal, was going to hop 
over and then help Sal. They didn't know there 
was a 30-foot drop on the other side of the fence, 
so when John threw himself over the fence, he 
found himself crashing through a tree. His fall 
was stopped by a large branch, which snagged 
him by the shorts. With one arm broken and 
dangling from a tree by his shorts, John looked 
down and saw some bushes below him. He fig- 
ured they would break his hard fall, so he pulled 
a pocket knife from his shorts and cut himself free. 
He fell into holly bushes which severely scratched 
his nearly naked body. One holly branch pen- 
etrated him in a place that would make it very 
hard to sit down. And the pocket knife that fell 
with him was shoved three inches into his left 
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thigh. Sal, meantime, goes into action. He throws 
John a rope, but being much lighter finds he can't 
haul John out by himself. He ties the rope to the 
pickup. Sal, drunk, puts the truck in reverse and 
slams down the gas pedal. The truck crashes 
through the fence and lands on John, killing him. 
Sal is thrown from the truck and dies at the scene. 
Here's what the police find when they show up: the 
dead pickup driver thrown 100 feet from the truck, 
a half-naked dead man, scratched from the fall and 
the holly bush, a holly stick in a highly unusual 
place, a knife stabbed into his thigh, and a pair of 
shorts dangling from a tree 25 feet above them. 




Hunters’ Harvest; 

et modest proposal to tlxiii the herd 


In New Jersey, exciting steps have recently been taken to curb the rampant 
and potentially treacherous wild turkey population with the reintroduction of 
seasonal hunting (official term, harvesting) of these ungainly birds. (A his- 
toric note: The wild turkey became extinct in New Jersey in the 20th century 
through land development and overhunting and had to be reintroduced from 
Vermont 20 years ago.) Deer hunting by gun and by bow and arrow is allowed, 
in fact, encouraged, in certain counties, in an effort to control the burgeoning 
deer population, which numbers now in the many thousands and is a consid- 
erable problem to motorists and to suburban property owners whose trees, 
shrubs and flowers are devoured by the starving animals. Of course, there is 
widespread sentimental opposition to hunting on the part of individuals, often 
female, with an unreasonable repugnance for the display of human violence 
against helpless, semi-tame creatures; and on the part of individuals who more 
selfishly shrink from the sight of wounded and dying creatures staggering 
about on their property— deer with clumsily aimed arrows through their 
haunches or necks, for instance. Persons who object to the harvesting of wild 
turkeys are similarly shortsighted, refusing to see that the turkey, while seem- 
ingly harmless and in some quarters considered a beautiful and exotic bird with 
the singular heft and gawky grace of the peacock, has the capacity like any 
species to over-breed. If left unchecked, in a few years there could be millions 
of wild turkeys swarming over New Jersey expressways, into malls and onto 
private property. To consider the droppings alone is to recoil in disgust. 

New Jersey, one of our most densely populated and "civilized" states — a 
bellwether for the nation? 

Such hunting — harvesting — rituals are beneficial to the commonwealth, then. 
Yet more important, they are beneficial to the hunter, an individual, usually 
male, of strong atavistic passions and needs. For hunting, as we know, is not just 
a crude, cruel, anachronistic display of adolescent aggression but a deeply 
mystical, even sacred, rite that unites 20th century man with his distant 
carnivore ancestors. 

But such forms of hunting, while temporarily exciting &nd diverting, are 
finally inadequate. How often we hear the more manly hunter lament that the 
slaughter of harmless game such as deer, squirrels, turkeys, geese and fish is not 
truly satisfying. One wants something more, somehow; die primitive blood lust 
of the hunter craves fulfillment and may wither away if unexpressed. Or erupt 
into domestic violence. My proposal would change all this. 

Many have complained of stupefying traffic congestion on the state's high- 
ways, especially the New Jersey Turnpike at rush hours and Route 1 in the 
vicinity of Princeton. The threat to New Jersey's fabled civility from an excess 
of human beings is very real, not to be lightly dismissed as ecologically induced 
paranoia. Clearly, the human population problem is a far more immediate and 
terrifying one than even that of the deer and wild turkey. 


by Joyce Carol Oates 

(Human beings, too, are frequent carriers of ticks, including the notorious 
Lyme disease-bearing deer tick. This escalates the natural danger humans pose 
to one another, particularly in hot, humid weather.) 

Accordingly, I submit the following proposal: Let's select a comparatively 
rural, scenic county (Hunterdon, for instance) to play host to a widely 
publicized Hunters' Open Week — or Hunter's Harvest Week — each autumn, 
during which qualified, licensed hunters could, for a fee, legally hunt one 
another in a public display of camaraderie, courage and mystical "love of 
sport." Weapons would be limited to rifles, shotguns and bows and arrows; 
excluded, at least initially, would be automatic weapons, handmade bombs, 
airborne toxins, booby traps and other paramilitary paraphernalia. What a 
rush of collective male adrenaline would be wafted on the autumn breeze! 
What a quickening of the communal pulse! Here would be a watershed in our 
American saga: For once, civilian hunters would be trailing, wounding and 
killing not the usual confused, uncomprehending "wild" beasts but their own 
cunning and worthy kind. 

What a celebration of the American frontier! Of the individual and his God- 
given right to bear arms! 

I predict that the Hunters' Open would soon rival Atlantic City in its boon to 
the local economy. Hunters from every state, as well as foreign countries, would 
clamor to participate. State politicians from the governor downward, presiden- 
tial candidates and freelance consciences such as Pat Buchanan would hurry to 
have their photographs taken having bagged a human trophy or two. In contrast 
to the limp dead duck with which George Bush was proudly photographed in 
a waning year of his presidency, what an iconic, marketable image the man- 
killer would present! Here would be a brilliant synthesis of American passions 
for sport, red-blooded masculinity and political acumen. 

Of 20,000 hunters licensed to hunt one another, perhaps 2000 would emerge 
in various stages of well-being. Or perhaps only 200 would emerge, or two. Or 
one. (And what international celebrity would accrue to that one!) More impor- 
tant, consider the societal benefits of such a hunt: 

• soaring business in the sale of sports equipment, camouflage gear, bullet- 
proof vests, rations, etc. 

• soaring business in the medical trade (ambulances, hospitals, surgeons bills, etc.) 

• soaring business in the death trade (funerals, burials, cremations, sales of 
cemetery plots, plastic geraniums and begonias, etc.) 

• soaring business in the tourist trade (motels, restaurants, souvenirs, etc.) 

• decline in population 

• general rise of population IQ 

I await the inevitable sentimental-liberal objection to my proposal but am at 
a loss to anticipate what it could be. 

Reprinted from Playboy, December 1996. 
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IS MISANTHROPY REAL ? 


they are; it is letting life evolve on its own for itself. We must stop meddling with and managing the wild. 

All of the above mentioned myths not only hurt the arguments of misanthropes because they are based on half-truths but they are founded in human arrogance. These 
myths continue the idea of humans as separate and strengthen anthropocentric ideology cloaked as biocentrism. All of these ideas believe humans are superior. 

MISANTHROPY AS A DEFENSE TO HUMANISM 

Even with the flaws of the misanthropic arguments it has served as an effective tactic against humanist ideology. Humanism has been an effective tool in keeping the 
destructive ideologies of our culture in motion. It has continued the myth of humans as separate and superior. With its destruction of the God thesis (which I thank 
them for) they have created the Human as God thesis that has strengthened our violent and arrogant behavior. It has increased our dependency on technology and 
justified our control of the wild world and one another. 

Misanthropy has challenged the lies produced by humanism about the effects of human population(now at 6 billion) and western consumption, it also challenges 
those environmentalists who are trying to ease their guilt for contributing to the population issue. Human population needs to be addressed as the gigantic issue it is. 
But in doing so we must reevaluate how we discuss human population. In the discussion of human population, western consumption needs to be addressed; this 
would directly address the necessary guilt of those who are contributing to the western population. We need a complete critique of the industrial and/or technologi- 
cal culture which is consuming the world; from this we would have a stronger analysis of our effect (westerners) on the rest of the world. This does not (and can not) 
be done in a fascist manner. Racism, dassism, homophobia and any other bigoted tendendes have not place in this discussion they are just examples of the "control 
culture" that has lead to our destruction of wildness. But if human population is removed from our discussions, or ignored, extinction and domestication of the 
world (as we know it) will continue. 

MISANTHROPY AS A TENDENCY NOT AN IDEOLOGY 

I feel misanthropy can and does play a vital role in our critique of the human world and its effects on our larger home around us (the natural world); but it can't be . 
an, ideology, it needs to be spontaneous feelings that come and go. A realistic fight for evolution must not be afraid to challenge the institutions and ideologies that 
hinder it; I fed our misanthropic tendendes hdp shield us from these fears. In the process of these feelings coming and going we are able to challenge humanity and at 
the same time challenge the oppression against humanity. Fighting for the freedom of all life can not exdude humanity, but it must also embrace those misanthropic 
emotions that many people trv to repress. 
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LETTER TO THE DOOMED... 


In taking these simple examples I am left with this conclusion: humans, whether 'enlightened' or an average Joe is first and foremost a self-serving spedes 
without the ability to disdpline their activities. We do what we want, no matter the consequences. We sit on a false altar demanding the world listen to us, the 
enlightnened ones, as we clean our teeth with endangered spedes or spew pollution going about our daily business. We put ourselves above all that we actually 
do represent. We claim to be separate from all the sickness of western civilization and we are simply a part of it. 

I say all of this in full recognition of myself in this too. Yes, I try to eat lower on the food chain, I don't own a car etc. In all that rejection though, I still cause much 
harm with my very existence; I realize it is just how it is. My remedy? There is none. We are an inherantly useless spedes. I wish for the 6th extinction. 

So, for now do what you can, because really there is nothing worse than a useless and lazy asshole. But realize what you are, a parasite. Realize your true com- 
rades are your human friends and till other parasite: lice, fleas etc. Simply stated we are doomed and we get what we deserve. 


Mis»an®thro»py \ n : a hatred or distrust of mankind. 
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Sexism in Tarth J^irst! 


by Yael Grauer 

I think it took me a couple of 
months to overcome my fear of 
speaking out about nature — to real- 
ize that she was a part of me and that 
any friendships I lost because of this 
knowledge were irrelevant. 

I remember when I started wearing 
eco-slogans on my pins and t-shirts 
and how I used to walk into rooms 
wondering if it was safe — if I'd be 
accepted or at least given a chance to 
speak. As I spent more time outside of 
suburban sprawl and became more 
politically active, my apprehensions 
more or less faded away. 

But I still don't feel safe being a womyn. 

Womyn are often ignored, as is na- 
ture. Just like capitalist politicians 
who want to reduce this beautiful - 
Earth to teeny tiny areas they'll see 
while dtiving their SUVs. So many 
people have no problem relegating 
womyn to the sideline. Earth Firstlers 
know that nature is more than some- 
thing pretty put here for humans to 
look at. I challenge each and every 
comrade to start treating womyn the 
same way — and to closely examine 
your words and behavior. 

Sexism in 
eco-activism 
is often bla- 
tant. Rape, 
sexual as- 
sault and ob- 
vious sexual 
harassment come 
to mind. But sexism 
can be so subtle. Time and time again 
I see, experience or hear stories of 
womyn being dismissed, ignored or 
otherwise silenced. My own experi- 
ences echo those of many other 
womyn with whom I have spoken. 

When I write "you" in the follow- 
ing, I am not necessarily referring to 
all men or even just to men. I am 
talking about the predominant pa- 
triarchal attitude that I come across 
in Earth First! on a regular basis. 

How is sexism subtle? It's in 
the way Itrytospeakat meet- 
ings and you don't listen. 

How every idea I bring up 
(or any womyn brings up) is 
shot down or not taken seri- 
ously. I hear you repeating 
things that womyn have said 
and taking credit for it. People lis- . 
ten when you say it. 

I walk into a meeting and I am 
surrounded by men. And you talk at 
me, not to me. You don't listen. You 
think I need to prove myself. You 
don't include me in your conversa- 
tions. You act like I'm too stupid to do 
shit work. You act like I'm a flake. 

When I do Speak up you often feel 
the need to interpret. You tell me 
you've figured out what my problem 
is instead of listening to what I say. 
You don't respect my choices and 
boundaries and limitations. 

Your attitude is paternal and conde- 
scending. When I say I'm going to do 
something, you tell people to remind 
me. You call around to check up on 
me. You never address your concerns 
with me. You tell me to ask my father/ 
brother/boyfriend if it's okay for me 
to do something or be somewhere 
because it might be unsafe. When I 


tell you I am capable of something, 
you ignore me. 

When I try to do those easy things I 
already know how to do, you don't let 
me. I don't need you to grab some- 
thing out of my hands, or to roll up 
my pants, or to tell me how to take a 
picture or to walk with me to give 
someone a flier. And if you choose to 
do those things, please don't go com- 
plaining about how I'm always need- 
ing you to help me. I didn't ask you to. 

Telling me I should be our spokes- 
person because I'm cute and young 
and female does not qualify as train- 
ing a new generation of eco-activists. 

I feel like I need to scream at you so 
you'll listen, but that doesn't work 
either. I feel like I have to be an asshole 
for you to respect me. 

When I ask for help it doesn't mean 
I'm incapable and it doesn't mean I 
need you to do it for me. It just means 
that I have some questions I'd like you 
to answer so that I can do it myself 
next time. 

I want to be empowered to do work 
for the movement, but when I make a 
mistake and you tell me you'll fix it, 
that doesn't help anything. 


When I try 
to make a decision you 
tell me that I have to 
do what the group 
says but you make de- 
cisions that concern 
me and our group with- 
out asking. You tell all of 
us what to do but are 
never called on it. 

You always place the 
blame on me, even 
when we all did it. 
You highlight all 
my mistakes till 
I'm breaking 
down and feeling 
incapable and then 
you tell me it's okay, 
that you still like me. 

You've got your political ideology 
set. You're pro-feminist. But if you're 
so confident that you're not sexist, 
why don't you listen to what I'm say- 
ing so we can talk about it? 

It is disheartening that somebody's 
appearance would make much of a 
difference in the movement. Many 
womyn are not taken seriously un- 
less certain men in the group find 
them attractive. Other womyn are 
not taken seriously because they aTe 
considered attractive. This needs to 
end. I've experienced men using 
sexuality to try to manipulate 
womyn. I've had Earth Firstlers make 
inappropriate comments about my 
physical appearance even after I had 
asked them to stop. The perpetrators 
thought it was no big deal, but it was 
enough to make me seriously ques- 
tion whether I wanted to be involved 
in a group that disrespected me and 
made me feel uncomfortable. I put 





my energy elsewhere so it definitely 
weakened the movement. 

When womyn are made to feel 
weak and dependent many things 
can happen. Womyn start acting 
weaker and more dependent, do not 
grow in the movement the way that 
they can, exert endless amounts of 
energy trying to express their frus- 
tration or find a place where they 
feel more wanted. Obviously it would 
be much easier for us to not treat 
womyn like they're worthless! 

In every movement that changed 
anything there were womyn involved, 
not just behind the scenes but on the 
frontlines, whether or not they took 
the credit. Unfortunately, every move- 
ment that I know of was weighed 
down by the oppression of sexism. We 
need to eradicate sexism from Earth 
First! It brings us all down. Sexism 
stands in the way of systemic social 
and environmental change. 

Sexism is a form of control. When 
certain people declare themselves in 
charge and won't teach others how to 
do things, things don't get done. It is 
vital for those who know how to do 
things to pass those skills along. Teach 
people how to do things so they can 
do it themselves! 

When womyn are continually ig- 
nored or dismissed, they stop shar- 
ing their ideas. But these ideas are 
valuable and much needed. If 
womyn don't feel safe or comfort- 
able in a group, they will stop com- 
ing. They will work alone or some- 
where else or not at all. Even if they 
do come, their heart won't be fully 
in it. We need as much life and soul 
and passion in the movement as 
possible. We can't afford to suck 
energy out of each other. 

I think that communication is key. 
When sexism exists or someone be- 
lieves that it exists, it needs to be 
addressed. If a person has a concern 
with another person, those two 
people need to talk about it with 
each other. It seems obvious, but 
sadly it rarely happens. 

Womyn are incredibly valuable in 
the Earth First! movement. Let's start 
addressing sexism, ending sexism and 
giving womyn room to thrive in the 
daily struggle to save the planet! 

To get her 'zine write Yael Grauer at 
Shimer College, POB 500, Waukegan, 
IL 60079; starlightdove@hotmail.com. 
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Partnership/Restoration 
Sale Slammed in SW 

Forest Guardians joined by Forest 
Conservation Council, the National 
Forest Protection Alliance, Flagstaff 
Activist Network, John Muir Project, 
the Lands Council and Native Forest 
Council, won a significant adminis- 
trative appeal on August 3 of the 
1,700 acre Fort Valley "restoration" 
logging project near Flagstaff, Ari- 
zona, a project jointly planned by the 
US Forest Service and the Grand Can- 
yon Forests Partnership. 

The Forest Service concluded that 
effects to cultural resources had not 
been documented and that actions 
that may be reasonably foreseeable 
had not been addressed in the cumu- 
lative effects analysis. The appeal vic- 
tory sends a strong message to both 
the "collaboration" and "restoration" 
logging camps. The Forest Service had 
argued in its record of decision that 
all the interested "stakeholders" had 
been involved, but obviously there 
was significant dissent as evidenced 
by this appeal. 

Leghold Traps Continue 

An amendment offered by Senator 
Robert Torricelli (D-NJ) to protect wild- 
life on national wildlife refuges was 
defeated on September 9. TheTorricelli 
amendment would have restricted the 
use of US tax dollars to administer, 
permit or promote steel-jawed leghold 
traps and neck snares on national wild- 
life refuges for commercial or recre- 
ational purposes. A motion to kill the 
amendment passed in the Senate 64 to 
32. On July 14, the House approved an 
amendment identical to the one Of- 
fered by Senator Torricelli 259 to 166. 

Each year countless animals are mu- 
tilated and killed in steel-jawed 
leghold traps. The traps, more often 
than'not, catch non-target animals. 
The traps cause massive lacerations, 
broken limbs, joint dislocations and 
death. Some animals chew or twist 
off their own limbs in a desperate 
attempt to escape. Steel-jawed leghold 
traps have been outlawed in 88 coun- 
tries. Arizona, California, Colorado 
and Massachusetts recently passed 
ballot initiatives to ban steel-jawed 
leghold traps. Florida and New Jersey 
also have laws banning their use. 

Mammoth Utah Timber 
Sale Blocked Again 

For the second time this year, the 
National Forest Protection Alliance, 
Forest Conservation Council (FCC) 
and Forest Guardians were successful 
in halting one of the largest timber 
sale projects on national forests in 
Utah. On September 20, the organi- 
zations were notified that their sec- 
ond administrative appeal of the 
South Spruce timber sale on the Dixie 
National Forest was upheld. 

This timber sale, which wo; 
logged 50-million board feet i 
1 from 3, 870 acre;' 
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by Dandy Lion 

The World Trade Organization (WTO) formed qui- 
etly in 1994 as a result of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs andTrade (GATT). Over 130 member countries 
agree to adhere to many heinous rules regulating 
international trade. The WTO must be shut down 
because it is unelected, unaccountable and has the 
power to undermine local laws that protect the envi- 
ronment and labor from exploitation. Non-elected 
corporate panels act as judges over economic issues in 
disputes brought before the WTO. Corporate influ- 
ence is shaping and binding international trade rules. 
In 100 cases over the first four years at the WTO, all 
decisions by these panels have favored corporations 
over labor, corporations over public health and corpo- 
rations over the environment. 

US Agricultural Secretary Dan Glickman, in re- 
marks to the President's Export Council, said agri- 
culture was the one issue that could "make or break" 
the negotiations at the WTO Ministerial in Seattle, 
Washington, happening November 30-December 
3. According to US Trade Representative Charlene 
Barshefsky, the main US agenda will be to increase 
foreign market access for US goods. The US also 
wants to reduce tariffs and regulatory barriers that 
inhibit farm exports and ensure that science-based 
rules govern trade in genetically-engineered (GE) 
crops and. other products of biotechnology. Review 
of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade 
(TBT), Sanitary and Phytosanitary Standards (SPS) 
and the Trade Related Property Rights Agreement 
(TRIPS) are all on the agenda. 


tard, basmati, ginger, castor, karela and jamun all 
have been patented and are victims of a western 
style Intellectual Property Rights system. Such 
biopiracy is epidemic. The implementation of TRIPS, 
which is based on the US style patent regimes, 
should be stopped immediately. 

The WTO's Agreement on TRIPS creates a sig- 
nificant barrier to encouraging less intensive agri- 
culture in non-industrialized areas of the world. 
Under the current TRIPS agreement all countries 
need legislation to ensure the "effective" protec- 
tion of plant varieties including trees. TRIPS iS*|| 
corning up for review in 1999, and corporate 
pressure from industrialized nations is coming 
down on countries who don't want to accept 
patents on life. 

Irj. international trade law, health and environ- 
mental standards and regulations, and even label- 
ing can be considered technical barriers to trade. 
Under pressure from the US, the existing labeling 
of GE ingredients in the UK could be threatened. 
The US has sent papers to the WTO sayingthat the 
mandatory labeling of food, such as that now 
imposed unilaterally by Britain, can amount to a 
barrier to trade. Trade experts believe that label- 
ing of GE products by the EU is now the most 
likely to form the subject of a complaint to a WTO 
dispute panel — the most powerful sanction any 
country can resort to, short of war. 

The SPS Agreement 


their goal). Increased consumption means in- 
creased logging making this a virtual "Global 
Free Logging Agreement" (FLA). In Britain, the 
introduction of non-trade measures into the 
agreement could lead to the outlawing of forest 
protection schemes such as The Forest Steward- 
ship Council (FSC). The FSC prohibits the use of 
GE trees while providing independent and inter- 
national wood certification for the labeling of 
well-managed forest products. 

This sinister FLA is being pushed by Monsanto, 
big timber, big oil and others with interests and 
investments in GE trees in hopes that it will produce 
faster growing plantations and thus make their 
plantations a more valuable commodity in the 
future international marketplace. Patents on tree 
genes are already mounting, resulting in monopoly 
own ership by transnational corporations. 

The Agreement on Agriculture 

Stn another arena, the Agreement on Agriculture 
(AOA) pits small farms against larger, more effi- 
; cient agribusinesses in both industrialized and 
|rjp>n-industrialized parts of the world with disas- 
trous consequences for sm all-s cale agriculture and 
rural communities. GE agriculture is especially 
pervasive in so-callecb"third world" nations (with 
the most biodiversity) so, regardless of how much 
American farmers decide to grow;biodi versify faces 
intense threats. Further AOA negotiations will be 
launched at the Sfefftfe Ministeriali According to 
the UN, roughly' 1.4-billipn people depend on 
fcujp^ffved seeds for food security. Under WTO- 


andvthe Trade Related Property Rights Agreement The SPS agreement regulates movement of bio- the UN,„roughly 1.4-billion people depend on 

(TRIPS)' are all on the agenda. logical goods internationally. It limits the rights of farm-saved seeds for food security. Under WTO- 

In February 1998, negotiations ipr a biosafety national governments to impose import restric- enforced patent laws Monsanto has the right to 

protocol to regulate the use of and trade ip GE tionsongoodssuchasfood|hat : rdaybecbntaini- take farpers fb court if they collect and use seeds 

products were blocked due to free trade concerns, nated or timber, that may carry dis;eases. The hpui iW patented plant varieties — including GE 

Conflict between consistency with WTO rules and "precautionary principle" is not acceptable under seeds. Monsanto has opened more than 475 such 
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the precautionary principle was effectively dead- the agreelhent because it is considered a bamer to 
locked by the Miami Group made up of the US, New trade. IPheWT.p declared an obscure ag^ney'v ®6dex 
Zealand, Ecuador, Argentina and several other coun- Alimentarius (influenced heavily by Corporate in- 
tries that are a pro-corporate, pro-US block fighting terests), as the authority on food safety stan dards for 
regulations and labeling of GE products. As a result the world. This agency poses a significant threat to 
of this deadlock, biosafety protocpl probablyhas no consumer protections and drastically limits con- 
more than a 50-50 chance of being enacted. A US sume rsL cight to know. 

Food and Drug Administration's (FT)A) 1992 rule 

precludes the FDA from regulating GE Ctbps The Global Free Logging Agreement 

unlikely that the US will ever sign ontoijpithdfthe The "accelerated tariff liberalization" in the 
biosafety or biodiversity protocols. Mandatory la- SPS agreement is an attempt by the US and 
beling of GE products has been enacted in several Canada to remove remaining import taxes known 


countries and is also threatened by WTO rules. 
Here is a brief look at what is on the WTO's plate: 

The TRIPS Agreement 

Neem, haldi, pepper, harar, bahera, amla, mus- 


as tariffs on processed wood products in order to 
penetrate Asian markets. A study by the Forest 
and Paper Association shows that reduction of 
tariffs would result in a three to four percent 
increase in global wood consumption (clearly 


seed piracy cases nationwide. 

For the past nine years, the EU has banned beef 
raised with artificial growth hormones. The WTO 
recently ruled that this public health law is a barrier 
to trade |pd must eliminate the ban or face trade 
^fictionsfct chose sanctions and has spawned huge 
outcry jpoji those actually affected. 

Biotechnology will be one of the main issues 
<wd&cusledj in Seattle. Potential negotiations about 
%|h e in biotechnology goods and products could 
result in the commercial planting of GE crops around 
the UK and the importation and sale of unsegre- 
gatid and/or inadequately labeled GE products. 

For more information contact the Bioengineering 
Action Network, ban@tao.ca; or check out 
www.agitprop.org/artandrevolution; 
www.seattlewto.org/n30; www.iatp.org. 




October S protest in Seattle — warming up for the 

by Sea Turtle's Revenge 

The newly formed Direct Action Network (DAN) 
has been busy with a wide array of organizing and 
Northwest outreach in preparation for the World 
Trade Organization's upcoming third Ministerial — 
and first in the US — this November. Already, activ- 
ists have mobilized to confront Michael Moore, the 
new director-general of the WTO on his recent 
Seattle visit. 

On October 2, DAN joined with other Seattle groups 
following Moore during a speaking tour in Seattle. 

A‘ colorful October 5 "hall of shame" tour of 
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corporate Seattle livened up capi- 
tal-infested downtown. Law en- 
forcement at this event made no 
attempt to hinder the protest 
though they stationed themselves 
prominently at the entrances of 
each stop — quite a different scene 
than the barricades, the Seattle 
- "cavalry" and other police at the 
October 2 protest. 

The Ruckus Society's "Globalize 
S This!" action camp, held in mid- 
| September, inspired a flood of net- 
working, strategizing and skill 
WTO Ministerial sharing. At least half of the camp 
was spent in detailed meetings on 
logistics and infrastructure for the November 30 
Global Day of Action. November 30 will be the 
first day of the Ministerial. 

An independent media center is currently being 
set up to facilitate coverage of what's going on in the 
streets and to draw together all the radical video, 
audio and print resources expected. The November 
30 international mobilization collective was formed 
at Ruckus, and has started circulating the Global 
N30 proposal. For those of you who can't come to 
Seattle, organize festivities in your city! 

Multi-language versions of the global proposal and 


reports of international plans as the time draws near 
are at www.n30.org. Other technical direct actions 
will come out of affinity group trainings and strategizing 
in Seattle during the Direct Action Convergence (No- 
vember 20-28) — eight days of street theater, giant 
puppet building workshops, political dance, music 
performance and nonviolent direct action trainings. 

An especially exciting development is the anar- 
chist mobilization being driven by Seattle Anarchist 
Response, a loose-knit collective who are seeking 
housing for activists, conducting outreach to inter- 
national anarchist collectives and activist networks, 
organizing self-defense trainings and compiling in- 
formation, as well as participating in the Direct 
Action Convergence. 

Strategically and autonomously organized direct 
actions are encouraged because of the intense level 
of security and police. Locals are researching and 
scouting strategic action targets and will be circulat- 
ing them through appropriate channels. 

N30 and the Ministerial will hopefuly carry this 
international network through to the next global 
day of action (Mayday 2000). At Ruckus, ideas like 
internationally coordinated actions and 
transnational mobilizations planted tantalizing vi- 
sions in the minds of many. 

Contact DAN, POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145; 
(206) 632-1656; can@drizzle.org; www.agitprop.org/ 
artandrevolution. 

May our resistance be as transnational as capital! 
Smash WTO! End corporate rule! 
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Government Scrimmages as 



by Josh Laughlin 

The end-of-the-millennium jitters are spreading 
like the flu. Fanatics have thoroughly booked flights 
back to the homeland in hopes of Christ's return. The 
weary are buying up the country's generator supply. 
Canners have never sealed so many jars of apple 
butter. Corporations are spending millions readying 
their systems. Even the government has never been so 
busy with its many year-end preparations. What it's 
been doing has raised some eyebrows. 

Back in May, during the dark of night, nearly 100 
Army troops invaded two vacant public housing com- 
plexes in Chester, Pennsylvania. In a community 
riddled with environmental and social injustices (see 
EF!J, March-April '98), it wasn't shocking to hear that 
Chester was descended upon by fatigue-clad soldiers 
unloading live rounds of explosives and ammunition. 
Shocked and terrified neighbors reported seeing 
"people running in and out of buildings with pistols 
in their hands like they were really after somebody." 
According to a Philadelphia Inquirer article, Walker 
Sokalski, an Army special operations spokesperson, 
said, "It was just a special-operations training in an 
urban environment, practicing how they would look 
at a target building and how they would attack it." 

Although the invasion was new to the list of injus- 
tices against Chester (coming right after the toxic 
waste incinerators, soil burners and bioremediation 
plants), it was not new to other parts of the coun- 
try. In fact, urban warfare takeovers have been 
happening throughout the country over the past 
few years. The Marine Corps and its Bay Area 
training exercise, dubbed the "Urban Warrior Ad- 
vanced Warfighting Experiment," rocked Oakland, 
California, March 15-18, 1999. 

The San Francisco Bay Guardian, one of the city's 
weekly newspapers, reviewed hundreds of pages of 
military documents obtained through public records 
requests and revealed the goals of these takeovers: 
"Urban Warrior is designed to give Marines practice in 
seizing control of urban areas — including taking over 
food and water supplies, utilities and communica- 
tions systems. Moreover, statements and articles by 
military leaders suggest that the armed forces are 
preparing themselves to contain popular uprisings — 
including uprisings in US cities," a March 10 Bay 
Guardian article states. The documents further de- 
scribe tactical operations and maneuvering of Marine 
troops. "Sewer and underground utility systems offer 
one of the most clandestine avenues for penetrating 
the urban environment." 

Gar Smith of the Earth Island Journal who watched 
the four-day war unfold at the Oakland Naval Hospi- 
tal, mentioned that prior to the action, the Marines 
made recruiting rounds to local high schools, publiciz- 
ing the controversial event. 

Who are these commandos and why are they invad- 
ing our cities? In a gut-wrenching public relations 
response, Sokalski said exercises like the one in Chester 
are "a means for a commander to test his [troops'] 
training in other environments... This army saves 
lives. We want to thank the communities for being 
part of saving people's lives in the future." 

The National Guard has similar tricks up its sleeve. 
The Guard has Y2K raid units forming, expected to be 
in place in all 50 states by January 1, 2000. According 
to David Bresnahan, a reporter with WorldNetDaily, 
each team is made up of 22 full-time Guard members 
and is prepared to deal with domestic threats from 
terrorist groups. In January, WorldNetDaily reported 
that the Guard is testing a method for national mobi- 
lization without the use of telephones and computers 
in the event of Y2K disaster. Teamed up with the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the 
two branches are working on an operation named 
COMEX/MOBEX (communications and mobilization 
exercise), a method to mobilize all 480,000 Guard 
members in the absence of phone, radio, computer 
and television. 

The Oregon National Guard has confirmed the 
existence of COMEX/MOBEX and its continued 
trials. According to Major David Jeske, spokesper- 
son for the Oregon National Guard, the exercise is 
designed as an "armory to armory" communica- 
tions tool that relies on satellite and high frequency 


radio. Generator power will fuel the operation. 

Asked about Oregon's Y2K raid team, Jeske said that 
"it is not yet created" and is "still being organized." 
Oregon employs 10,000 guards who will be on call 
when the end of the year rolls around. Unlike Wash- 
ington state, Oregon's governor has not officially 
called up the National Guard for December 3 1 . Here in 
Oregon, the governor's committee on Y2K has or- 
dered the Guard to a two-fold task. Assessing equip- 
ment such as Black Hawk helicopters, tanks and 
computers for their Y2K compliancy, Jeske says, is 
step one. Perfecting the COMEX/MOBEX operation 
is step two. In response to the call up of Washington's 
Guard for the end of the year Jeske said, "These guys 
will probably be sitting in their armories playing 
cards." When asked about martial law and civilian 
unrest related to Y2K, Jeske said the governor's com- 
mittee "has not tasked the National Guard to prepare 
for that scenario." 

Just how much power can state and federal govern- 
ments assume in a worst-case scenario? William J. 
Olson and Alan Woll, attorneys with a McLean, Vir- 
ginia, law firm recently penned a thick investigative 
report detailing what the true powers of the president 
and local governments are. This report was a parody, 
as if the Clinton administration 



their given power knowing a national crisis was loom- 
ing. The research and summary were funded by the 
Gun Owners of America, a 250,000-member organi- 
zation based in Springfield, Virginia whose aim is to 
protect the Second Amendment. According to Olson 
the organization approached the firm with two ques- 
tions in mind: 1) What are the powers of the federal 
government in the event of a national crisis? and 2) 
What powers do they have to seize fire arms? 

The detailed report probes back into history, re- 
counting the early days of general strikes and popular 
revolts and the deployment of the military against 
them. For example, on April 25, 1914, Colorado 
Governor Ammons requested federal assistance in 
ending labor related violence in the coal fields of 
Huerfano and Los Animas counties. A few days later 
on April 28, President Woodrow Wilson ordered 
infantry units into Colorado with orders to disarm all 
persons including sheriff's deputies, police and mem- 
bers of the Colorado National Guard. Wilson's orders 
told the Army that "the measure of your authority is 
what necessity dictates." Wilson's intervention was 
legally justified by US Revised Statutes that then 
allowed the use of federal troops to oppose an insur- 
rection against a state's government. 

The report documents a handful of other instances 
where gubernatorial and presidential directives have 
ordered troops in to quell uprisings — all in the absence 
of martial law declarations. According to the report, 
the US Supreme Court has decided that presidents 
have dictatorial power, including the power to sus- 
pend the Constitution whenever they see fit. 

On a similar note, Congress recently made 
changes to the Posse Comitatus Act, the 1878 law 
which prohibits federal troops from participating 
in domestic law enforcement. In early October, 
WorldNetDaily reported on the just-established US 
Joint Forces Command, a unit of federal troops 
that may now assist domestic law enforcement in 
national affairs. At a ceremony commemorating 
the new force, Defense Secretary William Cohen 


said, "The American people should not be con- 
cerned about it. They should welcome it." 

Other wings of the military have had their Y2K 
quirks come a little early. The Navy has had some of its 
top secret Y2K documents leaked. In what are being 
called the "Y2K Pentagon Papers," Jim Lord has re- 
printed on line (www.JimLord.to) a report titled "The 
Master Utility List." According to Lord, an ex-Marine 
himself, this list came to him through anonymous 
people within the agency. The June 1999 list prepared 
by the Navy describes over 100 cities in the US that will 
experience probable, likely, partial or total failure of 
gas, water, electrical and sewer services. Lord says the 
survey was conducted to determine the risk of utility 
failures at Navy facilities worldwide. Military bases in 
the US are rarely self-sufficient, almost always relying 
upon local providers. The agency expects 125 cities to 
be without at least one of these utilities, some losing 
all four at the turn of the millennium. 

When the AP broke the story in August, the Navy 
claimed the list had always been posted on its web site. 
But according to Lord, the Navy has been updating the 
list weekly since it went public. "The progress [of each 
city's readiness] they claim is so unrealistically impres- 
sive it can only make one wonder if the current survey 
has any meaning at all." To see the list yourself, check 
(www.nfesc.navy.mil/y2k/utilinfo/ 
MatrixHeader.html.) 

The possibility of utilities failure has raised larger 
issues. Malfunction of nuclear reactors has been an 
area of hot debate. While there will surely be 
technological glitches worldwide, a gray cloud 
lingers over nuclear compliancy and power failure. 
In an August 17, Los Angeles Times article, Helen 
Caldicott, a fiery and prominent critic of the nuclear 
age, blasted the lackadaisical responses and atti- 
tudes of responsible officials toward the dire situ- 
ation. Caldicott recently met with John Koskenin, 
the head of the president's Y2K committee, repre- 
sentatives of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC), the Department of Defense and four inde- 
pendent experts at a White House discussion. "The 
government representatives dismissed concerns 
that were raised while providing no substantive 
basis for confidence that we do not face potentially 
irregular and possibly serious nuclear accidents on 
or after January 1, 2000," Caldicott wrote. 

According to experts, nuclear power plants are de- 
pendent upon an external electricity supply to main- 
tain the circulation of about one million gallons of 
water per minute to cool the radioactive core and also 
to keep the spent fuels pools cool. "If a section of the 
grid goes down, the approximately 100-ton fissioning 
uranium core in the affected rector will melt within 
two hours if the backup diesel generators — whose 
reliability has been estimated at 85 percent — fail," 
Caldicott wrote. 

She mentioned that although the government is 
acting haphazardly around the seriousness of the 
issue, it is taking some precautions. "The NRC repre- 
sentatives told us that contingency plans are in place 
and said that they are arguing with the Federal Emer- 
gency Management Agency about which agency will 
pay for stockpiling potassium iodine tablets that are 
used to block the absorption of radioactive iodine by 
the thyroid gland in the event of a meltdown." 

As it looks now, it is not just Mormons and 
survivalists stockpiling for Y2K's technological 
breakdown. The Gun Owners of America got their 
two questions answered. Jim Lord's Y2K Pentagon 
Papers summed up the utilities chaos the Navy is 
expecting. FEMA will be suitcasing radiation pills. 
The Marines have figured out how to penetrate the 
sewer canals. The National Guard should soon be 
able to communicate among its 480,000-member 
battalion in the absence of grid electricity. As one 
National Guard officer told WorldNetDaily, "I have 
no doubts about the bunker mentality of the 
Clinton administration. Let's put it this way, our 
civil rights are going to take a nosedive." 

One way or another, this New Year's will certainly 
make for some interesting history. 

Josh Laughlin works on the editorial collective of the 
Journal and has been canning many jars of pasta sauce, 
plum jelly and apple butter. He waits anxiously for New 
Year's 2000 and all the surprises it will bring. 
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2 ?/tvjrs n CnumviiKL. UK Style: 


by Lacey Phillabaum 

In early September I sat down with one of the women 
who made the June 18 international day of action the 
most successfully coordinated day of action this move- 
ment has undertaken in recent memory. We talked about 
the spectacular goings on at the Carnival Against Capital 
in the City of London (the financial center in the wider city 
of London) on June 18.1 hope this story, characterized by 
creativity and a refusal to lapse into dogma as it is, can be 
a guide for our own November 30 organizing. 

Describe what happened at the carnival. 

... Fliers were put out saying meet at Liverpool 
Street Station at noon... Every time these sort of 
Reclaim the Streets events happen, people do 
their own thing... there is an amazing amount of 
stuff done... I remember looking and seeing this 
giant pair of underpants on two sticks, with "Pants 
to the WTO" or something really silly like that... 

People were fairly scared, I think. Not 
the thousands of people who showed 
up for a good party, but the people who 
organized it were really scared because 
it was like, "They are never, ever going 
to let it happen. There's no way we 
could pull this off." The way it hap- 
pened in the end, the way that it was 
organized, was thousands of carnival 
masks were made because... you can't 
have a carnival without masks, in four 
different colors... and they were given 
out into different parts of the crowd, to 
sort of split the crowd into four sec- 
tions... and then there were streamers 
that went off in four different direc- 
tions and split the crowd up... 

I was absolutely stunned because I 
hardly saw a policeman all day. What 
happened was that the crowd went 
off in four different directions and all 
of a sudden there were four lots of 
police relaying messages back to two 
control centers. The control centers couldn't cope 
with that number of messages and they crashed. 
The police had no command structure and no one 
giving orders. So, they just didn't succeed in follow- 
ing any of these people around... 

These four groups went down to Upper Thames 
Street... which is by the Futures Exchange [LIFFE], 
which is the second largest futures exchange in the 
World. It was just amazing. All the traders came out 
onto the balcony and were chucking trading slips 
down, and it was like this confetti raining down on 
us... And the sound system came in on the back of a 
van... and a lorry [truck] with breeze [cinder] blocks 
and ladders, which, the press has been lying [about], 
saying the breeze blocks were used to throw at win- 
dow ' and ladders were used to smash through win- 
dows. But that's crap, basically... We just threw these 
breeze blocks down and cement and stuff and bricked 
up the entrance to the Futures Exchange, which was 
just so cool. The ladders were used to put banners up... 

The whole thing was a carnival and it was amazing 
because it was the whole world turned upside down. 
Image it, you look out a window and... you see 
someone in an immaculate pin-striped suit spray- 
ing "fuck corporate scum" across the window of an 
office. Someone opened up a fire hydrant, and I 
don't think they realized quite how powerful fire 
hydrants are. . . it was literally going about 1 00 meters 
in the air... It was just ludicrous. Mad stuff. 

So the exchange was shut down? 

...Eventually they evacuated the building. They 
said they continued trading while everything was 
going on outside. The traders kept coming out on 
the balcony and watching the carnival so I don't 
believe they were trading. You know, seconds on 
one of those exchanges is thousands of pounds... 
After about an hour and a half of continuous 
partying and stuff, people attacked the doors to the 
Futures Exchange... Apparently... they reversed 
the escalators so that no one could get [up]... 
Brilliant tactic. So after that they evacuated the 
LIFFE building. And the police charged down... 

Do you have any idea once the building was 
evacuated what sort of impact that would have had 
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on international trade? 

It's difficult to know. I tried to find out what impact 
actually closing an exchange would have... Now, 
there has been a lot of fuss since June the 18th about 
making sure it doesn't happen again. I hesitate to 
make the comparison, but I know that when the IRA 
bombed the... Exchange in, I think, 1992, ... interna- 
tional businesses threatened to go somewhere where 
there wasn't a civil war going on. There are a lot of 
businesses saying that, if you are going to start bring- 
ing your civil unrest into the streets of the City then 
we are just going to go somewhere else... 

In addition to them having to evacuate the 
exchange, a lot of damage was done. 

Two million pounds [over $3 million] worth of 
damage. So they claim anyway. 

Do you think it was more or less? 

It's just impossible to know. I remember leaving the 
City of London and looking back from Blackfriar's 


bridge... and there was just smoke rising. It was like, 
"Whoa, what have we done?,..." 

What were the actions that happened in the 
morning? 

...There were a lot of actions that took place kind of 
simultaneously to shut down the Underground [the 
London Underground or Tube, the subway]... By 
midday [the authorities] had shut down the whole 
center of the Underground. I know some people who 
were on a train, and there was an announcement that 
went out that said, "I'm sorry. Everybody off. There 
are no more trains on this line due to civil unrest." ... 
It starts happening, and it gets reported on the radio, 
and it gets reported on the TV, and it gets reported in 
the Evening Standard, and people start flooding in 
because they see it on the news. I think they shut 
down the Underground to stop more people arriving 
because by then there was a riot happening... 

Most media reports said 4,000 people, and I have 
heard a lot more than that. 

Yes, well, that's crap. There were 8,000 masks pro- 
duced and they were all given out, and loads of people 
didn't get them. I reckon 15,000 at a guess... It's 
difficult to say as well because I reckon at the height 
there were 15,000 people there, but people were 
leaving and it wasn't getting smaller because people 
kept coming. When it broke up there were just hun- 
dreds of people everywhere. I was in places where I 
thought, "Wow, this is the crowd. This is huge. There 
are thousands of us." And then I found out there were 
other people, friends of mine, who were miles away 
with similar numbers of people going, "Wow this is 
fucking enormous."... 

Where else besides the LIFFE building? 

...There was another group of about 2,000 people 
who went off somewhere else and had their one little 
riot and smashed up a McDonald's. That was where 
the woman got run over by the police van... When we 
heard about what was going on, people looked around 
and were like, "But all the four groups are here. Who 
are these people? Where are they? What are the 
doing?" They were 2,000 people who just went off in 
a separate group somewhere else... Quite a few of the 
national papers had little maps of the City with little 


flames on them, which were the places where things 
had kicked off and stuff had happened. I was really 
surprised at how many of them there were because I 
was like, "Well yes, I was there and I was there, but 
what happened there?"... 

What were some of the other things that 
happened? 

...There were at least two McDonald's outlets that 
were smashed up and a Mercedes showroom... There 
was a lot of kind of collateral damage... 

Wasn't a big bank, a Danish bank...? 

Quite possibly... I saw Treat's Bank, which is out- 
side the City, but it's the most prestigious bank in the 
country, totally covered in blue paint. Just stuff like 
that happened everywhere... It was basically 15,000 
people doing their own thing. There were some 
people who were drinking alcohol, and anything 
available they would throw at the police. There were 
some people who were smashing up the Futures 
Exchange or smashing up the 
Mercedes building, and there were 
some people with children who were 
picnicking in the streets... Some 
people made these fantastic post- 
ers... that were flypostered across the 
windows of the buildings and some 
of them had targets on them and 
literally just said, "This is a target".... 

What were some of the most cre- 
ative tactics you remember? 

There was some amazing stuff used 
against the police. A lot of what that 
sort of stuff seems to be about is 
taking space and holding that space 
« and having people live in the space 
s and then do creative things. A lot of 
| throwing bricks at the police or what- 
^ ever is about holding off the police to 
| hold the space. There was a lorry, 
5 contrary to popular belief, . . . the lorry 
full of paint just happened to be 
there... The paint was thrown at the 
riot cops. They have riot shields over their faces, and 
if you get paint on them they can't see where they are 
going. And they have got big gloves, so they can't 
clean it off. It was brilliant, it was just so effective... 
Somebody said that there was people using liberated 
fire extinguishers against the police line. They were 
saying that they had never seen a police line retreat 
before. They actually took back the space, they weren't 
just holding it... 

What were some of the other countermeasures 
used against the police? 

I saw people letting down the tires on police vans. 
Apparently, there were police vans that got 
crowbarred open, and there were actually protesters 
running around with helmets and riot shields. It 
was quite amusing... I think there were nets strung 
up. I thought it was volleyball nets going across the 
road, which it later transpired were extremely useful 
for stopping police charges, particularly police horse 
charges... There was a sound system and crowds and 
a police line to stop the sound system moving, and 
then on the other side of the police line there was 
another crowd. The two crowds were playing vol- 
leyball over the police line... 

I have heard people mention countercharges 
against the police... 

... One of the ways the police use to clear the streets 
is they charge. Usually, they line up behind riot shields 
and push forward with the riot shields... They break 
crowds up, they move them, and countercharging is 
just basically doing it back. One example... is that 
there was a Hillgrove demonstration in Oxford on the 
High Street. About 400 people and a police line, and 
what they actually did was get behind a big tarpaulin 
banner. They had everyone behind the banner push- 
ing against the police. The police can't get anybody 
because there was a thick plastic banner in the way. So 
they were just pushed back by the weight of 500 
people. Well, it is just that sort of thing, using, moving 
the crowd against the police to take back space... 

Instead of having nonviolence trainings be- 
forehand, how to be passive in police situa- 
tions, people were having public order trainings, 
or basically riot training? 






Interview 

Yes, it is a different approach. It is something that 
there has been a lot of discussion about both, sort of 
in the last seven years and particularly in the after- 
math of June the 18th... There are some particularly 
good lines in the Manchester guide to public order 
training that really made me think, basically saying 
this is not about how to survive a public order 
situation, it's about how to live it and how to make 
something positive out of it. The current trend of 
thinking isn't that that means sitting down in the 
road in front of police charges in order to maintain 
the high moral ground and lose people to hospital 
and lose people to being arrested. The way people 
approach it... some people... is about understanding 
how the police deal with crowds and how you can 
avoid that. I don't know if you have the same sort of 
thing in America, but there is a police training guide, 
and there is a video called "Riot Cop" that you can 
actually rent in the video shop... Also, you know, 
some people have had quite a lot of experience of 
actually seeing them doing it in action. 

Public order training is basically about preparing 
people for what that means. If you see snatch squads 
forming, how to deal with it, and if you see what 
kind of tactics police use, you can see when they are 
doing certain things and what they are trying to 
achieve. Are they trying to break the crowd? In 
which case, people who know that that is what they 
are doing can keep the crowd together. If there is a 
group of 10 people within the crowd who are aware 
that the police are going to try to cut into the middle, 
then keeping the crowd together is a good way of 
holding the space and stopping the police. It's not 
violence, riot training. It's not about how to wade in 
there and have a barney. It's about how to hold your 
own and in many ways stop things from getting too 
nasty... When the police charge, if a crowd runs away 
it creates panic, it very quickly gives up the space that 
the crowd has been holding, and people get hurt. 
People get trampled. The fastest end up treading on 
the slower, and it is just generally not a good situation. 
If there are people aware of what's going on and if you 
have a crowd that is actually responding construc- 
tively to police tactics, then things like that are less 
likely to happen. It's a very different approach than 
the idea that nonviolence is always right. But I think 
in many ways it's a more constructive approach. There 
was an instance on June the 18th where people linked 
arms and sat down in front of a police, charge, and I 
think they got up pretty quickly because people were 
going to get hurt otherwise because the police were 
not in the mood. 

It is a question of tactics because I think in some 
situations reacting nonviolently to the police is par- 
ticularly effective, usually in fairly middle class, nice 
demonstrations where the police have it in their heads 
that they actually don't want to fight with these 
people because half of them might be magistrates... 

How do you feel about the idea that all June 18 
was, was a riot, a self-gratifying riot, for 15,000 
people or the couple hundred that helped organize 
it, and really what it did was turn people off from 
the cause of anti-capitalism, everybody who read 
about it or saw it. 

...There is more to life than having a riot. Lots of 
discussion has been raised about, "Was it the right 
thing to do?..." It's not just discussion amongst the 
couple of hundred people who organized it... Every 
national newspaper has had editorials, comments, 
discussion. It's opened a massive amount of political 
space. The term anti-capitalism in this country, until 
June the 18th, was used to describe a boring, left-wing 
socialist way of organizing that is fairly discredited 
these days... Everything that groups like Reclaim the 
Streets and Earth First! have done before in this coun- 
try, whatever you do, it is like "anti-car protesters" and 
"environmentalists," and all of a sudden every news- 
paper said "anti-capitalists," and it wasn't "anti-capi- 
talists march" or "anti-capitalists strike." Perhaps some 
of those things are actually more powerful, involving, 
inclusive ways of doing things, but they don't open 
political space anymore because they have been done. 
It doesn't even make the news these days if people 
march. The last striking miners demo I went on was 
redirected by the police and went around the backstreets 
of Keninsington, and no one even fucking saw it... 


with a J 18 

It has become a landmark on the political landscape 
that people use to help define and think about a new 
way of protesting... What June the 18th did was open 
the space for a different way of approaching those 
issues from these traditional left wings, which is 
needed because we aren't fighting traditional capital- 
ism anymore... 

Were there action guidelines for June 18th? 

Absolutely not. 

Do you think that inhibited some groups 
from participating or allowed more people to 
participate? 

I think it probably attracts groups of a different sort. 
One of the main principals behind June the 18th was 
that there was nobody telling anybody how to do it. 
The proposal said, "If you think that the things that 
you believe in, what you are fighting for, have an 
enemy in finance capital, capitalism and free trade, 
then take action on June the 18th and join up with 
people all over the world who feel the same way." 
There are drawbacks to that. I understand that the 
June the 18th actions in Australia were actually con- 
gratulated by the far Right in that country for cam- 
paigning against globalization... There are groups that 
we shouldn't be working with... 

What about the idea that the people who 
were rioting prevented anyone who didn't want 
to be involved in property damage from doing 
anything else? 

I don't think that is true... because of the nature of 
the autonomous actions, people particularly in the 
morning doing lots of different actions. There were 
computer actions, hacking attempts, that would 
probably be classified as terrorism by the British 
government. But a lot of the actions that happened 
in the morning were peaceful. They were symbolic. 
There was street theater going on. . . I certainly wasn't 
up for fighting the police on June the 18th... The 
violence and the fighting with police would have 



Watching, the watchers 


happened anyway if you had said a nonviolent day 
of action. People would have laughed. It probably 
would have happened anyway because you can't, 
by putting something like that on a flyer, you can't 
actually stop that kind of thing happening, unless 
we want to police our own demonstrations, which 
seems to defeat the object slightly... 

What about Evading Standards ? 

Evading Standards is a spoof newspaper. There is a 
daily newspaper produced in London called the 
Evening Standard which is what everybody reads. You 
see it on the Tubes when everyone is coming home 
from work... Evading Standards was a newspaper that 
was produced, and on the front and back were a total 
rip off of the Evening Standard except called Evading 
Standards, and everything was slightly tweaked to 
subvertise, to change it and make it a piece of subver- 
sive propaganda. There was a front page article about 
global market meltdown, an article with a picture of 
a trader sobbing and an article which talked about 
what was going on with finance. Then on the back it 
had stuff about Ronaldo, the Brazilian footballer and 
how he had been bought up by Nike (because they 
always have sports on the back of English papers)... 
Inside it was just free form agit prop — articles about 
alternative living, articles explaining about what the 
G8 is, explaining what the WTO is... 

What tilings happened beforehand? Were there 
plans made for how to deal with the CCTV (closed 
circuit television)? How much of this was blind 
luck and how much was commando organizing? 

There was quite a lot of commando organizing. 



There were some quite amusing things. I believe a 
reccie [reconnaissance] was done of Upper Thames 
Street, where it was actually going, months in ad- 
vance, and then no one went back there, and they did 
loads of reccies around Bank Square, which is another 
fairly strategic place in the City, to try and make them 
think that was where we were going. I think it was 
completely successful because it was at Bank Square 
that police horses appeared when we were going down 
to Upper Thames Street and when we ran off they 
didn't know where we were going... I know there were 
really complicated plans for how people were going to 
get there that were completely foiled because they 
shut the Underground down. A lot of what happened 
was just blind luck... 

Lots of what happens on this type of events is about 
crowd spontaneity. The strategic planning is about 
facilitating rather than managing the crowd. 

Facilitating the crowd versus managing the 
crowd can be extremely difficult, getting the 
crowd to move when it needs to move or stay 
when it needs to stay. 

Total nightmare. When the first group that arrived 
at Upper Thames Street got there they had to keep the 
road clear because the sound system and the equip- 
ment were coming in on trucks, and if they blocked 
the road there would be a traffic jam and the sound 
system couldn't get in. I think the facilitators of that 
group were standing in the road saying, " Get out of the 
street. We have got to keep the road clear, just take our 
word for it..." People in the crowd are like, "Who the 
hell do you think you are, trying to tell us what to 
do..." The first group actually blocked the road two or 
three times, and then cleared it again before the sound 
system actually got in. But it worked... 

Somebody said at some point the samba band 
was really key in getting the crowd to move. Was 
that intentional? 

... Samba bands! For anyone who wants to do crowd 
facilitation they are fucking amazing because they 
move at the same speed as the crowd and they are all 
on foot and are completely mobile, not like a sound 
system which can be boxed in. Bottom line is, a samba 
band, they are carrying drums, but they are just crowd 
like anybody else... 

Who were your media spokespeople? 

We don't have media spokespeople. We have a long 
running media debate in the UK... The media are the 
capitalist media. Everybody talks about Rupert 
Murdoch. These are people who, you know, they are 
capitalists. They are extremely powerful, and they are 
not on our side. They are’ never on our side. There is 
always this difficult thing because activists want pub- 
licity for what they are doing. They want to get the 
ideas and the issues out into the public domain, and 
the press really is public access... It is really good and 
really powerful to get good coverage in the media, but 
there has just been decades of really bad experience in 
the UK of just lies, twisted media coverage... You don't 
get coverage in the capitalist media if you are fighting 
capitalism. It's fairly obvious... What the debate has 
often centered around is not, do we want good media 
coverage or not because of course we do, but is it worth 
putting that much effort and energy into... 

Quite a lot of the Earth First! groups in England, 
particularly around the north of England, have said, 
"Fuck the press. We will put our energy into our own 
media. " A lot of the flyers that have been going out for 
the... actions actually say, "No cameras. No journal- 
ists. Actions are for participating. " They stopped doing 
the press work, and the coverage is pretty much 
identical, which has really opened quite a lot of eyes. . . 
There are people who still think that media work 
should be done... but people feel very strongly, par- 
ticularly with an action like June the 18th with so 
many diverse groups involved and people with such a 
wide range of issues and opinions participating, you 
can't have a single June the 18th message or a single 
June the l£th spokesperson... There was press work 
done but most of it was done in such a way that it was 
like... "This is our web site. If you want to cover us we 
are producing this information for everybody."... It's 
about an imaginative approach to the media. It is 
about getting away from slogging away at their game, 
trying to get them to give us good coverage and 
playing with them. 
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Narmada Floods Indian Communities 


continued from front page 

The SSP is one of more than 30 large dams and 
thousands of smaller dams planned as part of the 
Narmada Valley Development Project. Proponents 
claim that SSP will supply drinking water to 25- 
million people, irrigate 1.9-million hectares of land 
and generate 1,450 megawatts of power. These ben- 
efits are exaggerated, say critics, who warn that more 
than one million people in the states of Maharashtra, 
Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat will be negatively im- 
pacted by the ill-conceived project. 

Supplying Water for the Thirsty 

Millions of people living in the drought-stricken 
regions of Kutch and Saurashtra are supposed to 
receive drinking water from the project, yet no one 
knows how much this will cost or how many it will 
supply. Costs of building pipelines and pumping 
plants in Gujarat were excluded from the project's 
cost-benefit analysis, and some say the cost of build- 
ing distribution systems could reach over $1 billion. 

Official statistics for the number of villages to ben- 
efit leapt from 4,719 in the early 1980s to 8,215 in 
1991 but the amount of water allocated for drinking 
water has not changed. Patrick McCully of the Inter- 
national Rivers Network stated, "Although it was 
revealed in 1982 that 236 of these villages were unin- 
habited, authorities have continued to claim that they 
will get water anyway." 

The government asserts that the project will not 
support water-intensive sugar cane growing, yet ten 
large sugar mills have been given licenses to be built 
close to the head of the main canal. For Kutch and 
Saurashtra to receive water, it will have to "negotiate its 
way past the ten sugar mills, the golf courses, the five- 
star hotels, the water parks and the cash-crop growing, 
politically powerful, Patel-rich districts of Baroda, Kheda, 
Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar and Mehsana," stated 
Arundhati Roy. Roy joined the struggle in March after 
a brief visit to the Narmada Valley. He has sparked 
world-wide attention to the struggle. 

The Madhya Pradesh government admitted that 
water availability has been overestimated by 18 per- 
cent and that the state will receive 23 percent less 
power than projected. In March, Madhya Pradesh 
filed a suit in the Supreme Court seeking a new 
tribunal to re-evaluate and lower the dam height. 

"The thing about multi-purpose dams like the Sardar 
Sarovar Project is that their 'purposes' (irrigation, 
power production and flood-control) conflict with 
each other," pointed out Roy. "The result of these 
mutually conflicting aims, studies say, is that when 
the Sardar Sarovar Projects are completed and the 
scheme is fully functional, you'll end up producing 
only three percent of the power that its planners say it 
will, 50 megawatts." 

Still, the Gujarat government is resolutely pushing 
forward, and its finances show it. The Times of India 
reported in July that the state's financial position is 
"expected to deteriorate" due to a "steep rise in the 
government's capital expenditure on the Sardar Sarovar 
Project." Its outstanding borrowings are projected to 
increase from Rs 14,700 crore ($3.4 billion) to Rs 
35,400 crore ($8.2 billion) by 2002. 

Currently, people throughout Gujarat face water 
shortages, suffering from the effects of a dry monsoon 
season. But, because the Guj arat government is invest- 
ing nearly 85 percent of the state's irrigation budget in 
SSP, smaller, more feasible water supply schemes — 
such as rainwater harvesting, conservation and repair 
of distribution system leaks — have been set aside. 

Asking People to Sacrifice 

Bhaiji Bhai, a Tadvi tribal from Undava, once owned 
a two-story house situated on a 19-acre lot. But in the 
1980s, he was evicted from all but two acres as the 
government acquired land for the project's main 
irrigation canal. His house was demolished, and his 
farm was excavated and concreted over. Nearly 300,000 
more people like Bhaiji will be forced to give up land 
for the extensive 75,000-kilometer irrigation canal 
system, a planned nature sanctuary to compensate for 
wildlife drowned by the reservoir and, ironically, for 
resettlement sites for those displaced by the reservoir. 
There are no plans to compensate any of these people. 

The reservoir for SSP will flood the homes and lands 
of more than 200,000 villagers. These people are 
considered "project-affected people," and therefore 
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are entitled to land-for-land compensation. However, 
"there is no land for the resettlement of all the oustees 
from the three states," said Nandini Oza, an activist 
with the Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA), which has 
lead the movement fighting dams on the Narmada for 
14 years. 

Those who have moved to resettlement sites face 
severe problems. Villagers complain that there is no 
drinking water or adequate land for cultivation. 
Families are housed in tin shacks which are like 
ovens in summer and freezers in winter, reported 
Juliette Majot, executive director of the Interna- 



Damming the Narmada River 


tional Rivers Network, after a recent trip. Due to a 
shortage of arable land, communities have been 
split up onto widely scattered sites. The nearly 750 
families of Vadgam have been resettled in 33 places, 
shattering families and communities. Sickness and 
disease on resettlement sites is prevalent. In April, 
seven people died following a bout of vomiting and 
fever during a 10-day period at a resettlement site 
located near Rameshwarpura. 

"If they [pro-dam supporters] were so keen on 
development for tribal people, what happened in 
these last 50 years? Why is there not one school, not 
one hospital, not one road, not one well? Why is 
development contingent on their having to give up 
everything of theirs? " wrote Roy. "[Dams] have usurped 
the resources of the countryside and taken them to the 
city to serve a metropolitan elite. That has to stop." 

The Campaign to Stop the Dam 

Over the last decade, the NBA has succeeded in 
stalling the project through grassroots organizing and 
intensive lobbying. Led by the passionate Medha 
Patkar, the NBA helped force the Japanese govern- 
ment to withdraw funding in 1990. Three years later, 
the World Bank, in an unprecedented move, canceled 
the remainder of its $450 million loan after a report by 


an independent commission found that the project 
was "flawed" and that resettlement of displaced peoples 
was "not possible." 

Dam construction was stalled in 1995 after the NBA 
filed a writ petition in the Supreme Court questioning 
the social, economic and environmental impacts of the 
project. This spring, however, the Court lifted the stay 
and allowed the height to be raised an additional five 
meters. The decision was based on falsified reports 
provided by the three affected state governments claim- 
ing that there was land available for resettlement. 

In response, villagers intensified their protest this 
summer and launched a satyagraha (non-violent resis- 
tance) . Many protesters vowed to commit Jal Samarpan 
(sacrifice by drowning) and remain on their lands even 
as waters of the monsoon-sWollen Narmada River rose. 

Three times this summer the river has swelled and 
flooded villages. Each time, villagers have remained in 
their homes and patiently watched as the backed up 
waters of the Narmada swallowed their fields and filled 
their houses. Each time, police have entered their 
homes wading through waist-deep water to arrest them . 
But on the night of September 21, Medha Patkar and 
several others stood for hours in water up to their necks 
in a satyagraha house in Domkhedi before being ar- 
rested. After their release, Patkar and nearly 500 protest- 
ers initiated a sit-in protest in Dhadgaon in Maharashtra . 
The police, like many times before, beat and dragged 
the protesters before arresting them. 

Tens of thousands have refused to leave their lands 
and struggle to survive on the edge of the partially-filled 
reservoir. Flooding has destroyed homes and fields. 
Thick deposits of silt have accumulated along the 
reservoir and turned fetching water into a dangerous 
task. A seven-year-old girl and an elderly man drowned 
this summer after getting trapped in the silt. 

"What choice do we have but to submerge our- 
selves?" asked Batu, a villager from Domkhedi. "I've 
tried to find the person to answer this question, but 
there is no one." 

What You Can Do 

Please write to the Indian President and urge him to 
stop construction of the Sardar Sarovar Project. Tell 
him that you support the NBA's demands that a full 
review of the project be initiated. Dr. K. R. Narayanan, 
The Honorable President of India, Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
New Delhi, India; (011) 91 11 3017290; 91 11 3014570 
(fax); pressecy@alpha.nic.in. 

Susanne Wong is campaigns assistant at the Interna- 
tional Rivers Network, a Berkeley-based NGO that works 
to support communities affected by large dams. For more 
information e-mail her at swong@im.org or go to 
www.narmada.org. 


Heartwood Pounces on Federal Timber Sales 

continued from front page 

The decision states: "The Court cannot discover any meaningful analysis providing support for the [Forest 
Service's] conclusion that the categorical exclusion of timber harvests of this magnitude would not have 
cumulative effects on the environment." It goes on to say "... the Court believes that the continued 
application of this unlawful categorical exclusion does pose a potential danger both to the environment and 
to public health." 

"The Forest Service seized an opportunity to increase timber cuts while avoiding environmental and public 
review. They attempted to expand logging volumes by rewriting the rules governing categorical exclusions, " 
said Donham. Judge Gilbert called it, "... a classic example of an arbitrary decision... especially in light of the 
overwhelming opposition from both federal and state sources as well as the general public." 

Donham and Bensman filed the suit challenging the rule-making procedure by which the Forest Service 
adopted these standards for the use of categorical exclusions only two days before the statute of limitations 
would have prevented the lawsuit. "I bet they [USFS] are shitting bricks right now because they actually have 
no idea of how much forest is affected by the ruling," Bensman said. 

The effects will be felt on national forests from Alaska to Florida. Estimates show Judge Gilbert's decision 
will halt logging on more than 200,000 acres of national forest land, including more than 100,000 acres in 
Texas alone where the Forest Service used categorical exclusions to conduct "thinnings" in endangered red 
cockaded woodpecker habitat. Also, the entire timber sale program in northern New Mexico was orchestrated 
under these bogus categorical exclusions, as were more than 30 sales in Alaska. 

The US Forest Service has engaged in a pattern of illegal activity designed to increase logging, regardless of 
environmental damage, public opposition and applicable law. These sales are just the tip of the iceberg. The 
entire timber sale program is illegal and must be stopped," said Andy Mahler, director of Heartwood, a 
cooperative regional forest protection network active in 20 eastern, midwestem and southern states. 

Momentum is building in the forest conservation movement. Nine eastern states with national forests are 
now Zero Cut due to legal victories by Heartwood and its member groups. The legislative campaign for the 
National Forest Protection and Restoration Act, which would end the money-losing federal timber sales 
program, currently has 70 cosponsors. The new National Forest Protection Alliance is expanding exponen- 
tially and recently had its convening convention near Carbondale, Illinois. The time has come to get on to 
the real business of ending all exploitation of our public lands. 

For more information and to get involved in this campaign, contact the National Forest Protection Alliance 
at POB 8264, Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 542-7565; nfpa@wildrockies.org; or Heartwood at POB 1424, 
Bloomington, IN 47402; (812) 337-8898; info@heartwood.org; or Protect Our Public Lands at POB 25431, 
Eugene, OR 97402; (541) 349-8733; popl@forestcouncil.org. 





RED CLOUD THUNDER MKJ 

I've heard stories of a band of wild street kids M Vl \A 
who are holding down a tree village 
200 feet high in the tops of ancient ones 
that the Forest Service and timber corporations 
would cut down to slash, 

replant from intricate centuries of interwoven Life 
to a sterile tree plantation in rows of sameness. 

These •• iers, I’ve heard, spit fire at the cops, 
leap to defend when one of the women is screaming 
at the hands of a strange man. 

They have no nonviolence code 
yet they're staving off the brutality of chain saws 
ripping through more time and natural laws 
than the human mind can encompass. 

So i go to visit them, 

driving infernal combustion on overkili-newly rocked roads 
deeper into the forest 
where a lookout flies to warn the others 
upon the arrival of an unknown truck, 
reappears with a bandana pressed to his face, 

■ ipiisbulls and a skulking brown dog with eerie blue eyes- 
ho later sit in their companions' laps around the fire, 
en we wave, everyone relaxes, yl 

invite us in, tell us the ourstory of this occupation jj£|| 
of more than a year. 

Voices high in the old ones resume— 

I crane my neck to see the undersides of platform shelters— 
cables stretched between each named elder 
to ensure that no one can go down 
without threatening to bring the others crashing— 
lives sacrificed. 

mechanical sounds as supplies— 

including the melon I offer- 
are hauled by pulley from one defender to the other. 

As night falls, they are still up there— 

someone from below very insistent in expressing his wonder 

at seeing two long shooting stars— 

“That's great” someone high up finally encourages 
“I love you all” someone in the tree tops 
suddenly calls and is answered by 
“Yeah goodnight, asshole-face-uh, Grasshopper.” 

My friend regales supporters by the campfire 
with funny/wise stories and songs 
accompanied by commentary from the tree heights 
laughter and approving howls from high and low. 

The mood mellows with the fire 

to old ballads— war stories of other times, 

the Diggers' song and personal, histories. 

In the middle of the night I wake to absolute stillness, 
nothing stirring, clean cool air-r 
a sacred purity humans cannot create. 

In the faint pink and pale blue dawn 
the birds wake up first, 
calling me down a well-worn path 
through graceful ferns, hanging moss, 
deliqate leaves poised on slender branches 
to receive first light, 
past stout thick-barked ancient firs, 

Byte" 5 ® logs to climb over and under 
to a special place the forest people treasure 


where an old root as tall and wide as a person 
emerges upright from the forest floor. 

“She looks like Venus de Milo” one of the defenders « 
had told me— 

The resemblance rough but with round fertile curves. 

They had adorned her gradually over time- 
different people leaving pretty stones, ; 

" cwPPygtals' in her crannies, ; X % 
small necklaces draped over her roundness, . 
a drawing of her as a forest woman 
placed at her feet, 

a drawing of a man with a halo held by the curve of her back, 
a iong intimate note folded and tucked into her side, 
large votive candles at her feet's emergence 
and nearby to welcome those 

who placed their faith in Nature— 0 
in our own wild selves, 

free where the earth is soft and scfiiels. hollow 
from life wiflfin, 

a centipede slowly making' its way, • 

drawn to the stream of quiet trickles 

under the green growing 
arid to where the stream becomes silent, 
its movement revealed 

only by the trembling reflection of the trees 
as they fear for each other 
even as they comfort the souls 

harbored in their branches, 
living by their roots. 

As I sit on a log in wonder 
next to tiny frilled pink-gray mushrooms 
staining the bark with mysterious black ink 
and star-like miniature flowers, 
the nuthatches' calls are joined by the first 

sleepy voices 

in the tree heights— 
and then a chainsaw in the distance, 
then a jet flying over all this without seeing. 

This is a good place to wake up and hear 
the ravens' calling, 

another day to rouse ourselves and others 
to defend the meaning of Life, 
to continue the struggle of ages— 
not needing to know all the “facts”, 
the dead statistics, 
not needing to enter the labyrinth 
of lies, deceptions, half truths and compromises 
to know what is right and necessary 
and what is not— 
what so many have forgotten— . 

to breathe in wild Nature, 
absorb that way of knowing in our eyes 
to breathe out our commitment, 
our grounding in our actions. 


GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK 


the size of 
a small suburb 
large enough 
to hold 

7,000 automobiles 


When you arrive there 

" 

you will know it 

by the constant stream of helicopters 
and clouds of exhaust 
trailing from all the cars and buses 
backed up waiting 

outside the entrance to 
Grand Canyon National Park 
one of the seven natural wonders 
in thfe world * 


Seven miles ahead 
through the Ponderosa Curtain 
past the Babbitt’s Transient Center 
about a half a mile before the 
Fred Harvey Cow Girl Cafe 
and Roadside Museum 


and yours is 
one of them. 


Gerry Glombecki 


a red brick quarry 
one mile wide 
and a mile and a half deep 
next to a parking lot 


Slow down 




iCfiousfiaftnot 


Greetings cemrades, 

After reading that fucking idi- 
otic letter by Tree-frog and Zittsy 
in last issue, a reply was neces- 
sary. What the fuck are they 
talking about that the Black Pan- 
thers and Young Lords were 
"brave people, but failed experi- 
ments and poor role models?!?" 
For one thing, the programs car- 
ried out by the Panthers did not 
fail, in fact, they were so suc- 
cessful that J. Edgar Hoover and 
his kkkrew framed, imprisoned 
and assassinated members in 
order to disrupt the biggest 
threat to the national security 
of the united states. And poor 
role models??? C'mon! Mumia 
Abu-Jamal, still strong and writ- 
ing after over 18 years on death 
row, in a fucking cell while tree- 
frog and zittsy build "real com- 
munity in the trees," is a "poor 
role model?" Herman Bell, of 
the New York 3 who have been 
imprisoned for over 23 years, is 
a poor role model? 

Well, some of us 
have visited 



and he is anything 
but a failed experiment and poor 
role model; he is a revolution- 
ary who is just as involved as 
ever from behind the prison 
walls. He's working with poor 
and oppressed peoples to learn 
how to grow their own food 
and become self-sufficient. He 
is extremely passionate about 
Earth and Life and an inspira- 
tion and teacher to all impris- 
oned in this digusting system. 
There is no need to go on per- 
son by person, panther by pan- 
ther, describing their dedication 
to freedom. While tree-frog 
and zittsy frolick in the trees and 
build "real community," (cause, 
of course, us folks in the cities 
don't know what that is), people 
do consume McShit and t.v. 
yeah... that's true... but spew- 
ing your self-righteous egotisti- 
cal ranting is not going to help 
the situation. How do you pro- 
pose to get "poor people from 
the cities to come experiment 
with" you "in a real commu- 
nity?" What about the kids out- 
side our 
apartment 
who have 
probably 
never climbed 
a tree or know 
what organic 
means? Letters 
like Tree-frog and 
Zittsy's are pre- 
cisely why 
some of 
those "poor 
city people" 
aren't com- 
ing to Earth 
First! After 
being 
beaten 
down by the man for 
years and years, who 
wants to deal with atti- 
tudes like this?!? Black 
and Green fists out to 
all those urban and rural 
warriors with our gardens, squats, 
free boxes, community spaces, 
music, art, dance, food not bombs, 
tree-sits, blockades, infernos and 
more!!! 

— THE MUTUAL AID COLLECTIVE 

Friends, 

The articles about environmen- 
tal justice in the August-Septem- 
ber (1999) issue of Earth First! 
Journal were much appreciated. 


Still, for the benefit of any 
readers who are still trying 
to understand the environ- 
mental justice movement, 
let me offer some quick 
observations. 

First: Remember all of 
those campfire talks that 
you heard about "Space- 
ship Earth" during sum- 
mer camp? Your teachers 
used to tell you that all 
people share the same voy- 
age. If something goes wrong 

in the environment, all people 
suffer. Everybody chokes on the 
same air pollution and every- 
body goes to bed hungry if 
Mother Earth takes a beating. 

Well, kids, your teachers were 
lying to you. 

Yes, all people are passengers 
on the same ship. But the ship 
that we share is something like 
the Titanic. If the ship hits the 
ice, a fortunate few will be given 
valet service and reserved seat- 
ing in the lifeboats. Others will 
be told to get in line to wait for 
the leftovers. And others will be 
down in steerage, pounding on 
the locked gates. The costs and 
payoffs of environmental disas- 
ter are seldom, if ever, distrib- 
uted in an equitable manner. 

Look around for other ex- 
amples. When inner city areas 
become poisoned by urban 
noise and pollution, wealthy 
suburbanites go "back to the 
land" by fleeing to the suburbs. 
If necessary, they’ll hire armed 
guards to defend their privileged 
spaces. If public transportation 
systems fail, the rich will de- 
mand more highways to carry 
their SUVs and other motorized 
toys. If the public's drinking 
water supply vanishes, well, 
there's plenty of bottled water 
from Europe that can be pur- 
chased. When you've got the 
greenbacks and a bit of imagi- 
nation, environmental prob- 
lems just melt away. At worst, 
you spend a chilly night pad- 
dling on the North Atlantic. A 
minor inconvenience. 

Environmental justice advo- 
cates ask, "What happens to the 
poor?" Traditionally, some 
biocentric radicals have re- 
sponded, "Who gives a shit?" 
Some environmentalists have 
argued that traditional social 
justice concerns are irrelevant 
to the environmental agenda. 
Others have howled against 
immigrants, and a few have 
cheered the AIDS epidemic be- 
cause of its success in "thinning 
the human population." And, 
of course, there are always camp- 
fire counselors who want to 
make certain that all people 
make sacrifices in order to serve 
Mother Earth. In some families, 
children use "earth friendly" 
soap and wear rugged clothes 
purchased from Orvis and L.L. 
Bean. On the far side of town, 
there are kids stuffed into wel- 
fare motels or sleeping in aban- 
doned cars. Everybody gets to 
make a few sacrifices for the 
good of the planet. 

The environmental justice 
movement is the new move- 
ment among environmental 
radicals. It exists because Afri- 


can-Americans, most Native 
Americans, Latinos and Latinas, 
most white working people and 
a long list of others, have long 
been ignored by radical and 
mainstream environmentalists. 
In the environmental justice 
camp, humanist values are very 
important. Maybe Earth First! 
supporters can appreciate the 
new radicalism. Maybe not. In 
any event, the environmental 
justice movement will continue 
to develop in the years ahead. 
Lead, follow, or get out of our way! 

For justice, 

— Ronnie Cabral 



Dear EF! Journal, 

When I heard the proposed 
interview with convicted serial 
bomber Ted Kaczynski would be 
featured in the EF! Journal I was 
delighted. I thought for once EF! 
would get past all the petty 
ideological duels on "Anthropy 
vs. Misanthropy" and 
"Anthropocentrism vs. 

Biocentrism" and actually 
feature some comprehnsive 
analysis on how to destroy this 
completely fucked industrial 
civilization and establish eco- 
anarchist communities, in a 
dialogue between an EF! activist 
and Ted Kaczynski, who 
successfully lived a Thoreau 
lifestyle for over 20 years and waged 
war against the powers that be. 

Instead, you print more illu- 
sionary bullshit on uniting bu- 
reaucratic workerist organizations • 
with the "radical" environmental 
movement. And commie Errol 
Schweitzer proposes establishing 
"Organize the Masses" reformist 
projects with poor people, what- 
ever their cause, as long as they're 
not white. Last time I checked 
Errol was a white, middleclass 
liberal, just what he claims to 
hate in his editorial. 

While I agree with him that 
eco-radicals must abandon this 
ideological fetish and try to reach 
out to everyday people of all 
races, sexes and ages and create 
a cohesive, solid radical move- 
ment that takes a multi-issue, 


rather than single-issue ap- 
proach to fighting injustice. We 
need not do this through some 
dishonest, manipulative red 
party or any other form of alien- 
ated bureaucratic organization. 

The state, capitalism, even 
civilization itself has proven to 
be incompatible with environ- 
mental stability, free life and 
human desires. And history 
proves this fact. 

I propose what Ted Kaczynski 
articulated a few issues back. 
That the real radicals, revolu- 
tionaries and rebels split from 
EF! to form real subversive, ef- 
fective movements. Some based 
on community awareness- 
raising and above 
ground activity, oth- 
ers based on car- 
rying out acts of 
sabotage and 
violence against 
the institutions 
that destroy the 
environment 
and rule over 
our lives. 

Destroy Power — 
Create Free Life — Fuck the 
Left — Fuck the Right — Fuck 
Your Politics. 

Sincerely, 

— Eric Blair 

EF!J, 

Having read- her letter and 
now knowing that the EF! J edi- 
tors did a. full hack job with 
"Red at Rockstarr's" post RRR 
San Luis article, I wish to offer 
her my understanding. Had I 
known the EF! J twisted her 
story so wildly, I would not 
have mentioned Red in my 
last letter on the San Luis 
action this summer. My 
apologies to you, Red. 

Furthermore, I stand united 
with all activists who had the 
courage to march on La Sierra 
on June 28. Just because I didn't 
like the outcome of the action 
does not mean I'm against any- 
one who walked off. We must 
find unity in this movement 
and move forward every day. 
But we must also learn from our 
mistakes and not repeat them. 

Editors, I support you as activ- 
ists and recognize the difficulty 
of your responsibility to us all, 
but I must ask: Why no explana- 
tion for the mishandling of the 
San Luis situation this summer? 
Are we to expect this to happen 
again on the next sticky issue? 
Please tell us how the EF!J will 
act in the future to ensure ar- 
ticles will not be edited past the 
point of meaning the author in- 
tended. This has happened to 
me so many times that I now 
hesitate to write for the Journal. 
Writing from San Luis Colorado, 
where I am to appear in court 
today regarding my arrest at the 
post RRR action, 

— Daniel Patterson 

Editor's note: 

Nine sentences were cut from 
Red's piece in order to fit the pho- 
tos that accompanied the article. 
Normally there is time to contact 
the authors during production. 
Rendezvous time constraints and 
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inexperience prevailed and mis- 
takes were made. I'm learning, 
'nuffsaid. 

—KM 

Dear EF!, 

Just a little note to let you 
know that God should be your 
first love, not the Earth. While 
we do live here for about 80 
some years, that's not very long 
compared to an eternity in 
heaven or hell. I care about the 
Earth too, but there are a need 
for resources, and we all use 
them. I would venture to say 
that the electricity that I am 
using for my computer is gener- 
ated by either a dam or some 
coal that was mined. This is also 
the same electricity that you 
use! Oh by the way I also ride 
off-road motorcycles. Please do 
not put trees across my and your 
trails. You do not need to be so 
violent and radical. Anyway 
keep on putting stuff on the 
trails, nails and such. I will keep 
on taking them off and con- 
tinue riding on our trails. Have 
a nice 80 some years! I know I 
will be enjoying mine! At least 
I won't spend the whole time 
hating things! : 

—Jay 

Dear EF! 

This letter 
is in response 
to Jenni 
McGowan's 
article in the 
August/Sept, is- 
sue. 

While I agree 
that the ecologi- 
cal effects of 
biotechnol- 
ogy are of- 
ten placed 
second. 

I'm not 
certain 
that any- 
body can 
say this is bad or wrong. I think 
it's so important to reach people 
where they're at — and food 
safety is so important. Once 
we've got their attention, we 
can then go on to releasing other 
information about the effects 
of biotechnology .We have gone 
into grocery stores, asked clerks 
to see which food is genetically 
altered (one EF!er in each line) 
and handed out lit. including 
information about the devas- 
tating non-human-centered ef- 
fects while the lines were 
stopped up. But we did focus on 
food safety and labeling. I fail 
to see how this "strengthens 
the opposition." 

Finally, I think it's highly hypo- 
critical for a so-called "anarchist" 
to lecture others about which tac- 
tics to take. 1 also don't under- 
stand how pieing people creates 
more systemic social change than 
raising awareness through letters 
and petitions. If we as Earth First!ers 
can't reach out to normal, some- 
what conscious shoppers instead 
of just "really revolutionary eco- 
activists" we are nowhere. 

— Mountain Goat 

Dear SFB, 


What a gourmet treat to be 
here sampling the variety of per- 
spectives that make up this 
movement. I try to keep an open 
mind and put myself in the 
shoes of others. But, for over 
ten years, I find the same prob- 
lem wherever I go... wherever I 
read eco-radicals have a phobia 
against clarity — a fear of even 
thinking to ourselves about who 
we stand for, whether our goals 
make sense... and especially a 
fear of how we get to those goals. 

To tap into the power of the 
Earth and inspire people to risk 
their lives we need more hon- 
esty, less fear of ridicule and 
failure, and a coherent story of 
the future we want and how to 
get there. The EF! Primer says 
our goal is to preserve all exist- 
ing wilderness and restore vast 
areas back to wilderness (p.2). 
Maybe that goal made sense 15 
or 20 years ago, and maybe our 
tactics fit those goals then. But 
we now know that you can't 
save wilderness in a vacuum 
separate from the plague of prob- 
lems surrounding it. Besides the 


willingness to sacrifice, creates a 
mythic story that will enable 
youth to follow their hearts — to 
draw on the wild inside of them — 
and to hold on — no matter what 
it takes. When we become one 
with the forest, then our self de- 
fense is Her self defense. 

A full page of each Journal 
should be reserved for unedited 
art and commentary by this new 
movement of youth, anarchists 
and tree people. People with 
experience should come forward 
to help make this new move- 
ment powerful and effective. 

— COMMANDANTE MAK1TA 

Dear SFB, 

I examined your music selec- 
tion and noticed that, aside 
from Exit-13, you ignore a huge 
subculture of activists and pro- 
testers — the underground 

anarcho punk community. 
There are tons of peace punks 
and "crust" punks like me 
around the globe who love na- 
ture and Mother Earth. Most of 
us are interested in or are active 
in the struggle against capital- 
ism and ecocide and were intro- 
duced to the 
struggle 
through 
music. 
The punk 
scene is 
very large 
and diverse 
with many different 
types of music ranging 
from . poppy 



fact that our tactics have failed 
utterly, I defy anyone to explain 
(realistically) how CD, coalition 
building or limited, "careful" 
sabotage will reverse the mo- 
mentum of population growth, 
global warming or mass species 
die-off. We've hardly put a dent 
in Weyerhaeuser, Maxxam, or 
Plum Creek Lumber (they still 
own 3.2 million acres), let alone 
global militarization, free trade 
or the consolidation of right- 
wing political power. 

Our goal should be to crush the 
power dynamic of the corporate- 
government domination of our 
choices. The only strategy that 
has a chance of doing this in a 
reasonable amount of time is a 
mass mobilization of young 
people to move to the forests and 
small counties of the Northwest. 
The anarchists of Fall Creek, 
Winberry and Eugene; the Gypsy 
Mountain folks in Humboldt 
County and the many other free- 
staters/treesitters have begun this 
process. Their perseverance and 
brave spirits are our tactic, for 
they are practicing a practical 
anarchy and redefining the vision 
of eco-defense. The power of their 
actions, their dreams, and their 


peace punk, to hardcore, to rag- 
ing crust and grindcore. There 
are also many bands whose 
sounds cannot be categorized, 
like Dystopia and Submission 
Hold. Check out small under- 
ground music stores and look 
for releases by Aus-Rotten, Oi 
Polloi, Antiproduct, Phobia, 
Disrupt, Econochrist, and Capi- 
talist Casualties. 

Thanks for your time and keep 
up the good work. 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

Sometimes it's not about look- 
ing a "Freddy" in the face and 
saying your piece. Sometimes it 
is not about fucking shit up and 
stopping logging for an hour or 
two. Sometimes it's not even 
about forests. Sometimes it is 
about towns, and how we live 
in them. Sometimes it is about 
rivers, pollutants and the chemi- 
cal content of the cleansers we 
use. Sometimes it is about per- 
sonal responsibility. 

I've heard it said that anarchy 
can create real change by ran- 
domly messing with the extant 
and unarguably fucked system. 
But I don't think that holds wa- 
ter. The person who said that 


thought it was okay to kill 
people in the interest of the 
wild world and then ordered a 
drink in a plastic "to go" cup. 
Real anarchy requires real per- 
sonal responsibility. 

The infrastructures which sup- 
port our lives are built ineffi- 
ciently so as to provide many 
options for others to make money 
off of the way our needs are met. 
Lots of stopping places for "add- 
ing value" between production 
and consumption and jacking the 
price at the same time. 

I propose that we create a fac- 
tion which appeals to the practi- 
cal awareness of conservative 
Americana, rather than trying to 
shock them into action. High 
school students are gunning each 
other down while radios play 
adds looking for test subjects for 
anxiety medication for children, 
a strong indication that the sys- 
tem we live in isn't healthy 
and the collective uncon- 
scious knows it. Some- 
times the truth doesn't 
hurt, sometimes it helps. 
Especially when faced 
with a task so great as 
transforming a culture. 

Please write a treatise on how 
you think we should live and send 
it to me care of the Journal. I want 
to try to figure out what "right" is. 

-JIB 

Earth First! Journal, 

My name is Asa. I go to a small 
boarding school in Western Mass. 
There are a number of us here 
who would like to receive the Jour- 
nal. Last year my friend Raquel 
organized a deal where you 
would send us some issues for 
free everytime they came out. 
That worked for awhile, but now 
it is a new school year and she 
did not come back this year. So, 
I got some of my friends to do- 
nate some money to 
get some subscrip- 
tions. We are on a 
limited budget here 
so we only could col- 
lect $25. We would 
like to get five or six 
issues every time one 
comes out. If our do- 
nation doesn't cover 
printing costs and stuff, 
just send us however 
many you can. 

Thank you — keep up the 
good fight. 

— Asa 

Dear EF! Journal, 

I support your movement to- 
tally but we need scientists to 
learn about these environments 
and animals to learn how it will 
effect our Earth. I am also a 
member of the Wildlife Con- 
servation Society and a 
. hopeful zoologist that is go- 
ing to save the sloth bear in 
Sri Lanka. I believe that we 
need both activists and sci- 
entists to save the Earth 
and its creatures. 

— Slothbear 

Dear EF!, 

Hey, check this 
out... I had just 
received my free 
sample of your 


journal and it was slamminl I am 
incarcerated and tucked away 
in Nome, Alaska, 
pending transfer 
to a Federal Pen- 
well, they 
"shook me 
down" 
and 
took all 



of my newspapers away... and 
alas, my "EF!J" with them... I'm 
heated as I hadn't even gotten 
one third of the way through it 
and had also needed addresses to 
the many folks advertising... I 
plan on subscribing as soon as I 
get transferred... Can I please ob- 
tain another copy? Thanks! And 
sorry for the drag! Great Rag! 

Sincerely... 

— Maureen Malloy 

Dear SFB, 

Short-terming at the Journal 
is diabolical fun! I strongly urge 
others to join in. Call in, get on 
the list and sell us your soul. I 
tell you what! 

— Satan 
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\ INTERNATIONAL DAY OF ACTION IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE 
CHIAPAS INDI6EN0US PEOPLES IN RESISTANCE 

. , *5. 

November 4 • Toronto, Canada 

Trade Ministers of over 30 Latin American countries will be in Toronto for 
meetings regarding the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). Action for 
Community and Ecology in the Rainforest of Central America (ACERCA) and 
the Mexico Solidarity Network (MSN) are urging nonviolent action at Mexican 
embassies, consulates and other locations in support of the Zapatistas to 
coincide with the FTAA meeting and the upcoming WTO meetings in Seattle. 

Contact ACERCA, POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402; (802) 863-0571; 
acerca@soyer.net or MSN, 4834 N Springfield, Chicago, IL 60625; (773) 583- 
7728; msn@mexicosolidarity.org for details. Zapata Vive! La lucha sigue! 

INTERSECTIONS: WATER QUALITY, WATER QUANTITY 
AND NATIVE SPECIES • OCTOBER 30-31 

American Wildlands will host this conference where activists and attor- 
neys will work to provide tools under federal and state laws for protection 
and restoration of the biological diversity of Northern Rockies watersheds. 
Contact Judi Brawer for registration information at 40 E. Main St. #2, 
Bozeman, MT 59715; (406) 586-8175; 586-8242 (fax); jbrawer@wildlands.org; 
www.wildlands.org. 


( Can IViCcCemess 'Be 'WiCcC? 

November 6 • Salt Lake City, Utah 
High Uintas Preservation Council (HUPC), Wilderness Watch, Save Our 
Canyons and other organizations from Utah are sponsoring this confer- 
ence at the University of Utah Alumni House in Salt Lake City. The 
conference will focus on the High Uintas and will be oriented toward a 
broad discussion of the value of large wilderness, connected systems and 
the need to establish native wildlife populations, particularly large carni- 
vores. For more information contact HUPC, POB 72, Hyrum, UT 84319; 

\^(435) 245-6747. J 


4th RememisRnnce nnmveRSRRY or tnre Ken 
snRo uniun nno a other ocom normm 

NOVEMBER 10 • Call for International Actions 
The murder of the “OGONI 9” was on November 1 0, 1 995. Before his 
execution, Ken Saro Wiwa’s last words were “Lord take my soul, but 
the struggle continues.” 

In the four years since the murder of our leaders, the Nigerian 
government has not met one of the demands in the Ogoni Bill of Rights. 
Ogoni are still suffocating under the weight of environmental pollution and 
degradation, poverty and disease, The Nigerian government in collabo- 
ration with Shell have still not implemented the independent environmen- 
tal impact assessment on Ogoniland as recommended by the United 
Nations. The same fate visited on the Ogonis by military dictatorship is 
now being met by other communities of the Niger Delta — the Ijaws, the 
Itsekiris, the Urhobos — for demanding their rights. 

The Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP) is 
organizing a series of activities to commemorate this event during the 
week of November 8-14. For details contact MOSOP, POB 22067, 
London SW2 5WR, UK; 44 181 678 9605; 171 737 1550 (fax); 
mosopgb@aol.com; mosopgb@hotmail.com. 



OCTOBER 27 • Everywhere 


Radical gardeners of America arise! Now is the time to step up the 
pressure on the biotechnology industry and its beholden government 
regulators. With industry stocks plummeting and the USDA bowing to 
consumer pressure for labelling of GE foods, the stage is set for a flood of 
action. Banner hangs, blockades, office occupations, crop pullings (both 
public and covert) and otherwise strategic nonviolent acts in defense of 
biodiversity and cultural survival, are all in order, as well as supermarket 
theater and consumer education. Research your local "life sciences" 
company or University GE research at www.tao.ca/~ban. Contact BAN for 
advice and with your reports; ban@tao.ca. 




Groan 0SnorcMmt 


The Millennium double issue (GA # 57/58) 

Interview with Ted Kaczynski, Y2K survival guide, 

June 18 reports, John Ball, Irrationalists, and more. 

^ $2 from GA-USA, POB 113311, Eugene, OR 97440, USA ^ 


1 7TH ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM ON SPACE, 
NUCLEAR POWER AND PROPULSION 

Protest Vigil • January 31, 2000 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

10 a.m.-l p.m. at the Hyatt Regency Hotel (330 Tijeras NW) 

This annual conference of Air Force, NASA, DOE, aerospace industry 
and nuclear academia promotes the expanded use of nuclear power in 
space. Join us as we protest the key meeting of those working on the 
nuclear rocket to Mars; plutonium generators for NASA missions; and 
nuclear reactors for the Air Force's Star Wars system. 

Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space, POB 
90083, Gainesville, FL 32607; (352) 337-9274; globenet@afn.org; 
www.globenet.free-online.co.uk/. 



ALF/ELF Prisoner Support Network 

Families of Animal & Earth Liberation Prisoners Support network 
mailing list is looking for people interested in joining. We are a small, 
four-month old self-help network that offers support to the families & 




Indigenous Solidarity Caravan • November 

Join us in demanding the release of Native American political prisoner Leonard 
Peltier, opposing US military support of genocidal governments, showing 
solidarity with indigenous people fighting for sdfyiyal and resisting the global 
capitalist agenda. 

The caravan will leave Bostoji on November L Stqj>s will include the Leonard 
Peltier Defense Committee’s month-long occupation of Washington, D.C. Calls 
for 1 ,000 tipis to flood the city, in front ofthc White House, the FBI and Congress 
have gone out. * 

Next stop will be the School of the. Americas actions at Ft. Bening, Georgia, 
where the US Army trains other right-wing militaries in counterinsurgency and 
torture tactics, and then it’s on to the LaFramboise Island occupation in Pierre, 
South Dakota (see page 4) . There theLakota people are resisting the government ’ s 
continuing wholesale theft of their land and destruction of their culture and sacred 
Mother Earth. We will also visit the Pine Ridge (Oglala) reservation, frontline of 
the Indian Wars, to commemorate Thanksgiving Day, a major milestone in the 
Native holocaust. £2: fe" ifjf 

The final part of our journey will bring us to Vancouver and Seattle for the 
massive anti-World Trade Organization actions, where we will demonstrate that 
the majority of the world’s peoples oppose the rich peoples’ plans to make 
multinational capital beyond the reacli of democracy, . •',([ 

Anyone is welcome (except law enforcement agents), as long as they come in 
a spirit of respect and agree to basic principles of democracy and cooperation 
among the group. Participants should expect to contribute to any part of the 
caravan organizing thfiy can, including housing, fundraising for gas and food, 
music, etc. Coordination in Boston will be through the Lucy Parsons Center at 
(617) 267 6272; lucyparsons@juno.com. 


1999 Conference for the Animals & 20th Anniversary 
Celebration "Uniting for New Mexico's Animals" 

- November 5-7 • Albuquerque, NM 

Animal Protection of New Mexico (APNM) is uniting the state's animal 
activists for their 1999 Conference for the Animals. The event is at the 
Radison Hotel & Conference Center in Albuquerque. The conference 
aims to strengthen activists networks, as well as educate the public about 
issues affecting domestic and wild animals. 

Speakers include Rod Coronado, Roger Fouts, Linda Hogan, Steven 
Wise and Gary Kowalski among many others. 

The three-day conference will provide seminars on legal rights for 
animals, wildlife and wilderness, vegetarianism, animal overpopulation, 
animal disaster planning, intro to animal rights, as well as Native 
American animal/environmental activism. A special cooking demon- 
stration and workshops on adopting a pure vegetarian (vegan) diet will 
be presented by a master chef. 

Animal Protection of New Mexico, POB 11395, Albuquerque, NM 
87192-0395; (505) 265-2322; 265-2488 (fax); info@apnm.org; 
www.apnm.org. 


Page 30 Earth First! Samhain 1999 









Poland Needs Help! 

We request your assistance with 
the Bialowieza National Park. Sev- 
eral months ago, Poland's Vice- 
Premier approved budget appro- 
priations for an enlargement of 
the park to six times its current 
size, making it the largest National 
Park in Poland. 

At this time, however, the Polish 
Ministry of Environmental Pro- 
tection, Forestry and Natural Re- 
sources, which is responsible for 
Polish National Parks, requires that 
the Polish Cabinet receive a decree 
for Bialowieza's expansion from 
the Ministry. Polish law requires 
this but it has yet to be made. 

The Workshop for All Beings asks 
you to draft a letter in support of 
the expansion of Bialowieza Na- 
tional Park and send it to Poland's 
Prime Minister Jerzy Buzek. Please 
urge that a formal decree from the 
Ministry of Environmental Pro- 
tection, Forestry and Natural Re- 
sources be completed as soon as 
possible. Prime Minister Jerzy 
Buzek can be reached at the fol-. 
lowing address: Al. Ujazdowskie 
1/3, 00-583 Warsaw, Poland; (048) 
22-6286846 (fax). 

For more information contact 
the Workshop for All Beings, 
POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko-Biala 4, 
Poland; (048) 33-8183153; 
wapienica@pnrwi.most.org.pl. 
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LIVE RENT-FREE, WORLDWIDE 



The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would like to live rent- 
free and caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
.Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887 -EF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377.(602) 488-1970. 
www.angelfire.com/wa/caretaker 


liberalization nat Gioballzatlonl 
Resist WT0I 

Seattle. Washington Nov 21 - Dee 3 

Activists from arotugNg^ tg)rlgwi^cqny^e Seattle beginning on 
November 20, with action planning. Groups from around the world are 
preparing autonomo1||^llib|§, §fotfe|ts amd carnivals. Proposed actions 
include street parties, office occupations, blockades, political theater, 
garden/crop squats, critical mass, distributing agit-prop and sabotaging, 
wrecking or interfer ina,w ith capitalist infi^|tructijy|e. 

Seattle Anarchist |fsp6|is^^/® is looking for activist housing, creating 
an autonomous zone/community center and f^Hfitating actions around 
the city. Contact SAlHT22 E* Bdx47ff SeattlefWA 98121; (206) 726- 
2419; saresponse@hotmail.com. 

For general information contact Direct Action Network, POB 95113, 
Seattle, WA 98145; (206) 632-1656; can@drizzle.com; www.agitprop.org/ 
artandrevolution/wtb. For international N30 mobilization information 
contact n30c6ntacts@angelfire.com;- www.seattlewto.org/n30. 

November 30 • A Global Day of Action, 
Resistance and Carnival Against Global Capitalism 


Coordinating Challenges to 
Corporate Globalization 
National Conference 
November 12-14 
Chicago, Illinois 

Corporate globalization is a most 
serious threat to survival, human 
rights, the environment and eco- 
nomic justice. A world-wide move- 
ment is needed in order to prevent 
a future which continues to victim- 
ize billions of people while favor- 
ing only a few. 

Come to an important national 
strategy and coordination conference 
hosted by The Preamble Center. 

For information contact the World 
Economy Project, Preamble Center, 
Terry Provance or Matt Siegel at 
(202) 265-3263 x232, x330; 234- 
0981 (fax); provance@preamble.org; 
siegelm@preamble.org. 


Protest the New Death Warrant Issued for Mumla Abu-Jamal 

The execution has been set for December 2. Emergency action networks have mobilized around the world in response to 
Pennsylvania Governor Tom Ridge’s signing of a new death warrant for Mumia. The journalist and former Black Panther’s legal 
team plans to file an appeal in federal court and protests were immediately mounted in Philadelphia, San Francisco and many 
international cities. International Cone* led Family and Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal have called for mass actions and calls to 
Ridge (717) 787-2500; (717) 772-1 198 fax or US Attorney General Janet Reno (202) 514-2000; 514-4371 (fax). For 
information, (215) 476-8812; 476-8812 (fax); mumia@webcom.com; www.mumia.org. 


Get your 2000 

SLINQrSmf 

Organizer Now! 



A 160 page, pocket-sized day planner with radical 
.historical notes for each day. space to write phone its, 
menstrual calendar, radical contact list, & much more. 


5 each post paid * 4 coples/$ 7 5 


cub Of chocks to: 

Slingshot Collective 

3124 Shattuck • Berkeley • CA • 94705 
Call for larger orders: 510 540-0751 ex. 3 


Tl» 0i9*np*f it • bmtil tor Singsiiot nmpipar. an nhfumhrt. 
radial quutxv Mwsptpw puMttwd « Stitotey inn 1968. 

Subscribe to Slingshot newspaper 5 copies $5. 
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SUPPORT THE EFIJ AND OTHER 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS. 

SEND IN YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO THE 
FOREVER WILD FUND, POB 1415. EUGENE, OR 97440 
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information about 
& support for 
imprisoned 
anti-nuclear & 
anti-war activists 



• Action reports & future actions • 
Prisoner support info • International 
resistance news • Writings from jail • 
A network for nonviolent direct action I 


$ 15/year 

(US$20 Canada. US$25 overseas) 

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 


POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA 
nukeresister@igc.org 



On Indian land 


On Indian Land is an American 
Indian issues newspaper cover- 
ing topics of importance to 
indigenous peoples of North 
America, including treaty, 
land, and sovereignty rights, 
religious freedom, and poli- 
tical prisoners. Subscription 
rates for 1 year/4 issues are: 

$12 (individual) 

$20 (institution) 

Make check out & send to: 

Support for Native Sovereignty 
PO Box 2104, Seattle WA 98111 



CONCERNED^ 

SINGLES 

NEWSLETTER 


links compatible, 

, socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • All agas • Since 19BA 
Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01 242; 
call (413) 445-6309; 

or browse http://www.concemedslngles.com 



Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 

Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 

W hether you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 

E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all* with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, £”s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 


JefYES! 


Send me my FREE 
I • trial issue of E/The 

Environmental Magazine. If I like it, I can 
| subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 
- $ 19.95. If not. I’ll just return the subscription 
| invoice marked “cancel" and return it to you. 
■ The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 


ADDRESS 


or obligation to me. 


CITY. STATE. ZIP 


E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572! 
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continued from front page 

The ceremonies we hold in our blood make me 
weep with happiness that we haven't lost it. We 
still know how to honor our dead. Our final hom- 
age was a version of the spiral dance, but we 
danced slowly so we could look into each other's 
eyes as we passed. The circle was so big I was unable 
to see all the people that made it up. I saw the 
people who form every facet of this rag-tag, kick ass 
movement, the old gang, the mix-matched action 
groups of the past. 

Then we went onto the next memorial. By the 
time I got back to the state park, one hundred 
people had arrived. Hugs all around. Naomi 
Steinberg, a local resident and Jewish rabbi, led the 
memorial. It wasn't a service, per se, just sharing by 
anyone who felt the desire. Gypsy's family spoke 
first, voicing their memories of David Nathan 
Chain. Uncle Mike said that when he came to 
California, he met a family he was already a mem- 
ber of and hadn't even known it. He said he now 
understood why Gypsy came back in 1998. It was 
for the trees but also for the people. His grand- 


mother read an uplifting poem, 

"Do not weep for me, for I am 
not there." His mother read a 
letter that she had found re- 
cently. Gypsy had sent it to her 
from the Liberty treesit in 1997 
on his first trip to California. 

He explained the campaign with 
tales of treesitting and how we 
were a movement of equals with 
no leaders. Jim Page played his 
song dedicated to Gypsy. The 
man can tell a story like no 
other. Sawyer approached the 
front of the gathering and hung 
a beautiful blown-up photo of Gypsy on top of the 
flagpole at the 1 997 action in San Francisco. These 
were the details of a man's life shared between 
friends and stories Gypsy's family had never heard. 

Right after Gypsy died a beautiful ceramic bowl 
filled with sand from the Eel River with a candle 
in the center showed up at his memorial in Areata. 
We were asked to write a message to Gypsy and 
burn it in the bowl. It was 
an important ritual for 
those of us who were not 
with him when he died and 
were unable to go to the 
funeral. It was as if we were 
saying our good-byes. The 
bowl was supposed to be 
buried on Gypsy Mountain 
but never made it. For a 
year it has been in the pos- 
session of the Northcoast 
Earth First! office. I brought 
it to the anniversary and 
asked people to write mes- 
sages once again. A few at a 
time would come up to the 
bowl in the middle of the 
crowd and light their notes 
to Gypsy, staying to watch 
the fire burn out and mix 
the ashes into the sand. 
Prayers lifted like birds. 

Then Felony said to the 
crowd, "I think we should 
be near the river because 


Gypsy died defending Grizzly Creek and that is the 
river in which his blood now flows." In the final 
ceremony of the memorial, we made a procession 
to the confluence of Van Duzen and Grizzly Creek. 
The bowl was passed from person to person, and 
each took a handful of ash and sand. We gathered 
in a crescent moon, and as the bowl went around 
I asked each person to call out the name of a 
comrade who wanted to honor Gypsy with us but 
was unable to come. Did you hear us call out your 
name? Treesitters, supporters, mothers, brothers, 
blockaders, old road-trip friends, all were men- 
tioned. Each of you stood with us in that circle, in 
spirit. Then we threw the ashes in to the river, 
howling all the while for Gypsy. 

Campfire songs went into the twilight. The sacred 
pipe was smoked around the altar under a canopy of 
swaying redwoods. Thank you to everyone who 
helped in the day's preparations. For the activists 
who witnessed Gypsy's death and couldn't travel to 
the memorial: Mike in Michigan, Carey and Ayr on 
the East Coast, Zoe in Seattle, we think of you every 
day. You are in every prayer we whisper. 

We miss you Gypsy. 

P.S. There is currently a solid affinity group 
living on Gypsy Mountain. They are dedicated to 
affirming its acquisition in addition to the lands 
purchased by the Headwaters Forest agreement. 

Contact Northcoast Earth First! for an informa- 
tion packet and address of legislators to write. NC 
EF!, POB 28, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 825-6598. 

Garlic is the legal support coordinator for NC EF! 
She is currently studying law with the attornies for 
Gypsy’s family. ' 


Death is not the Punishment for Trespass 

■ 

Chain vs. Pacific Lumber Company 

On September 10, 1999, a wrongful death lawsuit was filed in Federal 
Court on behalf of David "Gypsy" Chain's family. Plaintiffs in the case are 
David Allen Chain and Cindy Allsbrooks, Gypsy's parents. The complaint 
names as defendants: The Pacific Lumber Company (PL), its subsidiaries, 
Scotia Pacific Company and Salmon Creek Corporation; John Campbell, 
president of PL; A.E. Ammons, the logger who killed Gypsy; and Rhett 
Reback, Ammons' spotter. The complaint accuses the defendants of 
negligence, violations of the UNRUH Civil Rights Act 51, ultrahazardous 
activity, wrongful death and negligent infliction of emotional distress. In 
the following months the discovery process will begin and hopefully 
unfold the secrets of the biased Sheriff's investigation into Gypsy's death. 
It will also prove that Pacific Lumber either had a safety policy concerning 
protesters in the woods, which was willfully inadequate, or that it had no 
such policy. Either way its conduct encouraged a climate of violence 
toward activists, with loggers and other employees going without punish- 
ment for excessive force used against us. Plaintiffs will also prove that the 
company used the protesters' presence as economic leverage in the 
Headwaters Deal to drive the price of ancient redwoods up and thus secure 
their $450 million government checks. 
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Prayers for Gypsy lift like birds from the ceramic bowl filled with Eel River sand. 
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continued from page 3 

Richard Seed may be willing, given 
how morally challenged he seems to 
be. Yet, one wonders how seriously 
he has entertained the dynamics of 
such a decision. Putting aside the 
moral implications of turning hu- 
manity into a commodity, one is left 
to wonder, literally, about the poten- 
tial assault human cloning might have 
on diversity. As fashion dic- 
tates what most peopl 
wear, genetic fashion 
will favor certain traits 
and thus narrow the ge- 
netic base. The ills of 
interbred European 
royalty might pale in 
comparison. Sophia 
Kolehmainen, director 
of the Human Genet- 
ics Program at the 
Council for Respon- 
sible Genetics, notes: 

"Some scientists pretend 
that they can predict 
which genes humans would 
be better off without. However, there 
is no way to acquire the requisite 
knowledge to make such a prediction 
without experimental genetic ma- 
nipulation, which would have impli- 
cations for subsequent generations. 
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Such experiments must not be done, 
since any errors would be a perma- 
nent part of the gene pool." When 
we venture into genetic manipula- 
tion all the boundaries start to be- 
come indistinct. We've already be- 
gun seeing allergic reactions to ge- 
netically-modified food. It seems rea- 
sonable to suggest that genetically 
modified life forms, including viruses 
for which no being has resistance, 
could easily become invasive 
exotics once they leave 
the laboratory. Do we 
really want to find 
out too late that an 
ill-conceived sci- 
ence has spawned 
something be- 
yond our abili- 
ties to cope with? 
To paraphrase 
Mary Shelly's 
monster, we will 
have been its cre- 
ator, but it will be 
our master. 

In the human realm there would 
be social fallout as well. Speculation 
in the fields of anthropology and 
sociology envision the day there could 
be two distinct species of humanity. 
There would be no more contact be- 


tween the "superhuman" and the 
"naturals" (or perhaps more deri- 
sively, the "degenets") than there are 
between red and black ants. What 
interaction does take place might re- 
semble slavery or war. Homo sapiens 
and Homo technos may become two 
distinct species, repulsed by each oth- 
ers' existence — utterly incompatible. 
This seems like the stuff of science 
fiction, but so did so many other 
things which have come to pass. 

Thus, social ecology which took 
ages to develop would be drastically 
altered in the course of a few decades. 
Invariably, such drastic social imbal- 
ance leads to chaos which leads to 
environmental destruction. 

This sordid business is not going 
unchallenged, however, the challenges 
which do exist may not be enough to 
pull the plug on would-be Franken- 
steins. Most major religions have 
weighed in against human cloning but 
are not about to stand in the way of 
other applications. The same mindset 
seems to exist within the Clinton ad- 
ministration, Congress and the States. 

Meanwhile, in the real world, chal- 
lenges to cloning are slowly taking 
shape. Perhaps one of the first anti- 
cloning actions was Greenpeace's ca- 
thedral climb and banner-hang in 
Cologne, Germany in March of '97. 
The following year Massachusetts 
Earth First! escorted the "real" Dr. 


Frankenstein and his creation to an 
international cloning conference in 
Boston (see EF! Journal , March-April 
'98) where Herr Doctor attempted to 
claim that year's achievement award 
as his own. Later that spring the Bi- 
otic Baking Brigade's Nor'eastah Ir- 
regulars infiltrated Dr. Neal First's 
presentation at University of New 
Hampshire nailing the doctor with 
several just desserts. First was the first 
to clone a cow embryo. 

More recently there was a demon- 
stration at a meeting of the California 
State Cloning Committee by mem- 
bers of GenetiX Snowball-USA and 
others. Also, Jeremy Rifkin and Stuart 
Newman have been making a cre- 
ative show of applying for the first 
patent of a human/non-human or- 
ganism. The idea of such chimeras 
doesn't set well with the Patent & 
Trademark Office which rejected their 
initial application, however, that 
hasn't stopped them from granting a 
patent to ACT for their cows which 
carry human genes (cowgirls?). 

With cloning pretty much off the 
public's radar screen these days, a 
handful of actions does not bring 
about much awareness. Given that 
the momentum against genetically- 
engineered foods is finally growing 
here on Turtle Island, isn't it time to 
take on cloning as well? I'm quite 
sure angry townspeople would agree. 






Earth First! Trinkets and Snake Oil 


Books from the Earth First! Library 


The Monkey wrench Gang 

by Edward Abbey. A damn good book 
about people who like to fuck shit up. 
Fiction, 387 pages. $7 

Desert Solitaire: A Season 
in the Wilderness 

by Edward Abbey. The naturalist poetically 
shares his experience as a ranger in desert coun- 
try. Non-fiction, 295 pages. $6 

The End of Nature 

by Bill McKibben. A compilation of apoca- 
lyptic theory and bottom line solutions. 
McKibben pulls no punches in this enlight- 
ening science-based thrashing of industrial 
society. Non-fiction, 226 pages. $12 

Anarchist Farm 

by Jane Doe. This anarchist version of Ani- 
mal Farm will inspire activists young and 
old. Fiction, 192 pages. $10 

Ecodefense: A Field Guide to 
Monkeywrenching 

edited by Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. 
Extensively revised, expanded third edition 
of the mother of all how-to-fuck-shit-up 
books. 350 pages. $20 

Grizzly Years: In Search of 
the American Wilderness 

by Doug Peacock. Fiction or non-fiction, one 
can’t really tell with this chilling account of 
tracking the grizzly in the wilderness of Mon- 
tana. Regardless of its true content, Grizzly 
Years is a soul jerking adventure story. 375 
pages. $13 

Green Rage: Radical Envi- 
ronmentalism and the Un- 
making of Civilization 

by Christopher Manes. It’s a brilliant defense 
of radical environmentalism, challenging the 
ethics of modem industrial society and as- 
serting the right of the natural world to blos- 
som, evolve and exist for its own sake. Non- 
fiction, 291 pages. $13 

A Sand County Almanac 
(with Essays on Conserva- 
tion from Round River) 

by Aldo Leopold. Special edition. A classic, ro- 
mantic must read for anyone looking to defend 
Mama Earth. Written in 1945, Leopold was way 
ahead of his time. Non-fiction, 295 pages. $10 

Think Like a Mountain: To- 
ward a Council of All Beings 

by John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, 
Arne Naess. Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 
Probes, into how we're all really animals at 
heart. 128 pages, $10 

Waste of the West: Public Lands 


Refuge 

by Terry Tempest Williams. An unnatural 
story of life in the radioactive American 
West. Tempest Williams has created a mas- 
terpiece interweaving her mother’s breast 
cancer and shorebirds threatened by the rise 
of the Great Salt Lake. Non-fiction, 304 
pages. $12 

Earth First! Campfire Poems 

edited by Dennis Fritzinger, Karen Coulter and 
Dwight Metzger. Acruise through EF! history, 
this compilation will surely move you. Some 
poets included are Rod Coronado, Karen 
Coulter, Darryl Echt, Dennis Fritzinger, Peter 
Galvin, Mathew Haun, Lone Wolf Circles, 
Asante Riverwind, Snaggletooth, Faith Walker 
and Phillip Wright 237 pages. $10 

Do Or Die: Voices from Earth 
First! 

edited by Do or Die editorial collective. 
These pages are filled to the brim with di- 
rect action, resistance, theory, critique, sabo- 
tage and subversion. Bogsnorkling in the po- 
litical swamp since 1992, these British 
EFIers have put together a must have for 
revolutionary ecologists, 150-plus pages, 
printed once a year if lucky. $10 

T-SHIRTS 

No Fucking Compromise 
White on black. S, M, L and XL for 
$12, XXL for $15 

Arm And Hammer Wrench 
White on yellow. S, M and L for 
$15 

Earth First! Fist 
Black fist on willow or olive or 
green fist on unbleached. S, M, L 
and XL for $12 and XXL for $15 
Two-color, green and white fist on 
black or multi-colored fist on black 
or forest green. S, M, L and XL for 
$15 and XXL for $17.50 

Earth First! Tools 
Black on natural. S, M, L and XL for 
$12 

Eagle 

Black on natural. S, M, L and XL for 
$12 



New Music 

Songs of Resistance to 

Reroute 55 


No two artists are alike on this 18- 
song compilation CD — $12 

Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches $3 

Tools Bandana 
Unbleached 100 percent cotton, 
slogans printed with non-toxic 
ink, $3 

Monkeywrench Pendent 
12" necklace, sterling siver $15 
One post earring $10 
One dangle earring $10 
Lapel pin $10 

Rubber Stamp 

Sturdy wood-block stamps from 
unfinished scrap. lumber 
EF! fist or tools $5 

Hemp Wallet 
Tan with black and green fist 
and black lettering, specify 
wording "Greed Kills" or "Earth 
First!" $10 

Hemp Cap 

Tan with black and green em- 
broidered fist, black lettering, 
adjustable size $14 

Window Sticker 

3-inch EF! Fist, 4 for $1 


BUMPERSnCKERS 

Stickem' WHERE YOU CAN 
Most are $1 

• American Wilderness: Love it 
or Leave it Alone 

• Another Mormon on Drugs 

• Copulate Don't Populate 

• Darwin (words inside fish) 

• Devellopers Go Build in Hell 

• Don't Like Environmentalists? 
Put Them Out of Work 

• Dream Back the Bison, Sing 
Back the Swan 

• Earth First! 

• Eschew Surplage 

• Fight the Power 

• Hay duke Lives! 

• I'd Rather Be 
Monkeywrenching 

• If Your Pecker Was As Small 
As Mine You'd Need a Muscle 
Wagon, Too (on non-removable 
paper, $.50 each) 

• I'll Take My Beef Poached, 
Thanks 

• Love Your Mother, Don't 
become A Father 

• Love Your Mother, Don't 
Become One 

• Native (with Earth graphic) 

• Nature Bats Last 

• Not Politically Correct 

• Pay Your Rent, Work for 
the Earth 

• Question Technology 

• Real Men Don't Shoot Wolves 

• Real Men Get Vasectomies 

• Resist Much, Obey Little 

• Save the Dammed Salmon 

• Save the Wild 

• Stop Clearcutting (on non- 
removable paper $.50) 

• Stop Public Lands Ranching 

• Stop the Forest Service, Save 
Our Wild Country 

• Subvert the Dominant 
Paradigm 

• Thank You for Not Breeding 

• Think GLobally, Act Locally 

• Visualize Industrial Collapse 
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Earth First! Merchandise Order Form 


Ranching 

by Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of 
grazing. Contains contact list, graphics, 
charts and maps. Non-fiction, 602 pages. $28 

Concrete 

by Paul Chadwick. A full-color illustrated 
comic novel about a group of EF !ers who con- . 
tact Concrete (a mountaineer/writer trapped 
in a concrete body) to help with an old-growth 
forest campaign. Full of EF! history and phi- 
losophy. Fiction, 160 pages. $17.95 

Ecological Resistance Move- 
ments: The Global Emer- 
gence of Radical and Popu- 
lar Environmentalism 

edited by Bron Taylor. A global look of case 
studies on the driving forces behind defend- 
ing the Earth. Non-fiction, 422 pages. $20 


Visualize Direct Action 
Black and white on natural. S, M, L 
and XL for $12 



Cotton Caps 

Desert camo, adjustable band $12 


# description color size price 
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f TOTAL $ 
foriegn orders add 15% 



Name. 

Street 


' City State/Country Zip | 

Make checks payable to the Earth First! Journal. ^ 

Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Questions? Call (541) 344-8004, Mondays 4-6. j 

Send to: EF! Merchandise, POB 1415, Eugene, Or 97440 USA I 
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The Molotov 
Cocktail 

1. Fill bottle just over half full with 
flammable liquid (gas/petrol,kerosene) 

2. Add thickening agent (crushed 
styrofoam, palm oil, dish soap, etc.) 
until bottle is two-thirds full 

3. Plug bottle with fuel soaked rag 

4. The air in the top third of bottle causes 
explosion on impact 

5. Light and throw! 

€. For further instructions see new CD! 







A. Soundtrack for 
Post: World Insurrection 


New musical and propaganda release from Post World Industries: 
Available thru EF! Journal at activist prices! 

And at record stores everywhere! 



The Nihilist Princess 

a novel by 

Louis M. Gagneur 

Reintroducing best-selling 19th century radical 
feminist author Louise M. Gagneur! in The Nihilist 
Princess she fictionalizes events taking place in the 
nihilist movement in Russia, which sought to free 
people from the Czar, the aristocracy, and the 
capitalists. Wanda Kryloff, the daughter of a cruel 
aristocrat, becomes a nihilist heroine. This early 
feminist novel will excite anyone interested in the 
history of literature, feminism, or radical politics. 

$12.00 quality paperback 


From the publishers of Anarchist Farm: 
She's the sex-goddess at the beginning of 
the universe; he's a loser telecommuter in a 
tiny Martian apartment Together they arc 
in for a wild ride in this blistering anti- 
technology satire. Pyrexia by Michel Mery. 
$10.00, quality paperback 


III Publishing books are available at radical 
bookstores. See a complete title list at 
wwwiiipublishing.com or send $1 for a 
catalog. To order direct, send a check or 
money order including $2.00 P&H per 
order to III Publishing, P.O. Box 1581, 
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HOW I LIVED 

Seven years 
without 
electricity and 
running water 

A glimpse inside the unconnected 
scene. Practical, basic ideas on how 
to get by simply on the fringes of 
contemporary American culture. 

Send $12.00 (includes postage, etc.) 
to Esther Holmes, PO Box 277 
Springdale, WA 99173 




f Turn rour Phone into An 

EarttiPhone! 

You make the call: Do you want your telephone bill supporting obnoxious 
corporate ad campaigns, or Earth First! Journal? 

With our Affinity Long Distance sendee, every time you make a long dis- 
tance csdl, 5% of your charges go to Earth First! Journal 

We offer you a choice of rate plans: l5</minute all the time-, 10* off-peak/25 1 
peak (M0fl.-Fri. 7-7); or 10* ail the time (lor plan basis monthly fee if usage k below 
130). Also, low rates for in-state calls and business phones; calling cards; etc. 

More information: Steve Freedkin, 510-644-2778, Steve@InternetAddress.com, 
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US Earth 


First! Directory 


WASHINGTON 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

Soren Wuerth 

c/o Alaska Action Center 

POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523 

(907) 566-2468; fishtree@alaska.net 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

tucsonef@juno.com 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EFf 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 

(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 

Circle of Life Foundation/Julia Butterfly 

POB 388, Garberville, CA 95542 

(707) 923-9522; 923-9532 (fax) 

www.lunatiee.cig; lunanews@humboldtl.com 

Redwood Action Team 

Darryl Chemey, POB 34 

Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 

Sonoma County EFl/Biotech Last! 

POB 3321, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

Sierra EF!, 228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 

(530) 753-1678 

Fairfax Action Team 

POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 

F.R.E.A.K. of Nature EF! 

POB 8493, Green Valley Lake, CA 92341 
Sacramento EF! 

POB 376, Carmichael, CA 95609 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

(510) 848-8724 

Bay Area Activist Hotlines 

(510) 594-4000 x222; (415) 332-5800 x324 

Genetix Action 

1334 42nd Ave., SF, CA 94122 

(707) 789-8454; gsnowball@anglefire.com 

Santa Cruz EFI/EF! Radio 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 

Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 

www.sbnatural.com/ef 

Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 

(909) 422-1637; www.sagecoundl.com 

Tribes EF! c/o DR Chance 

POB 10487, San Bemadino, CA 92423 

DRChance3@aol.com 

Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 
(760) 740-1174; sdef@envirolink.org 
COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
(617) 687-2598 (fax) 
wildemessdefense@email.com 
www.geodtles.com/rainforest/1 443 
Art Goodtimes , 

POB 1008, TeUuride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152; afr@amigo.net 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF!, POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316; (904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF!, POB 17838 
Clearwater, FL 33762; (727) 538-9050 
dearwaterfnb@hotmail.com 
Alachua EF!, POB 1638 
Alachua, FL 32616; (904) 462-3374 
Miami EF! ♦ 

EarthFirstMiami@hotmail.com 
www.geodties.com/RainForest/Andes/7667 
GE ORG IA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 
Katfiah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

HA WAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 

I PAHO 


Northern Rockies Preservation Project 

POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 

nrpp@lesbois.com 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 

POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 

(208) 882-9755; 883-0727 (fax) 

cove@moscow.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 

friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 351-0312; sprklblu@siu.edu 

INDIANA 

Indiana Forest Alliance 

POB 1074, Bloomington, IN 47402 

(812) 332-4878 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
LOUISIANA 

Louisiana EF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 
http://move.to/LouisianaEF 
Baratopia EF!, baratopiaef@yahoo.com 
MA IN E 
Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 

noreastah@acadia.net 

MARYL AND 

DC Area EF! collective 

3123 Montgomery Hall, College Park, 

MD 20742; (301) 314-3712 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

Heather La Capria, 135 Eutaw St #3, 

East Boston, MA 02128; (617) 569-3969 

Jon Chance, 72 Peterborough Street 

Apt.31, Boston MA 02215 

(617) 859-8155; jpchance@usa.net 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 

(616) 383-9317 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arffor, MI 48106 
MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 

(612) 362-3387; bigwoodsef@hotmaiLeom 

Wilderness First!, POB 16075 

St. Paul, MN 55116; wdumess@aol.com 

www.geodties.com/RainForest/7094 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCaU 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232 St. Louis, MO 63163; (314) 

772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF!, POB 9286 
Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 728-5733 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 

Green Vigilance, 46 E. Monroe, Mt. 
Holly, NJ 08060; (609) 265-0392 
NE W MEXICO 
Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

(505) 588-8128 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 


(212) 966-4831; fax 925-8715 
adam@wetlandspreserve.org 
Foghorn, POB 889, Westhampton 
Beach, NY 11978; (516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 

Steven Smith 

Sarah Lawrence College 

1 Mead Way, Bronxville, NY 10708-9902 

paralipsis@crosswinds.net 

OFF!, Off Campus College Office 

SUNY Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Project Harmony 

216 West 122nd Street, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

More Gardens! Coalition 

50 Avenue B, NY NY 10009 

moregardens3@hotmail.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katfiah EFI, POB 1485 

Asheville, NC 28802; (828) 285-0631 

cmberrey@hotmail.com 

www.fortunecity.com/greenfield/bnfl/527 

Katfiah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 
(910) 973-7032; stemoody@wilkes.net 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 

Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 

Ohio Valley EF!, POB 17, Univ. of Cin. 

Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 

(513) 281-6892 

Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Lake Erie EF! 

2233 ParkwoOd, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF!, 23 Elliott St 
Athens, OH 45701; (740) 592-2581 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305; swef@efn.org 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
www.ecoecho.org 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St. apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 223-4996; 223-4997 (fax) 

adp@envirolink.org 

TENNESSEE 

Katfiah EF! Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjgb@mindspring.com 
French's Lick EF! 

200 Creekwood Dr., Whitehouse, TN 37188 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St., Austin, TX 78722; 
(512) 478-7666 
South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christ!, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Lusus Naturaes Env. Collective 
1421 Longhorn, Houston, TX 77080 
lususnaturae71@hotmail.com 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 
Save the Corporations 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 
VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF!, Rt 1, Box 250 

Staunton, VA 22401; (540) 885-6983 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

EF! Collective @VCU 

Student Activities Center, Box 93 

POB 842035, Richmond, VA 23284 

52mjredm@atlas.edu; (804) 353-5055 


Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
(206) 632-1656 ph/fax; Sea-ef@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

(360) 867-9054; olyearthfirst@hotmail.com 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesviile, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Action 


Midwest Headwaters foumal 
731 State St, Madison, W1 53711 
(608) 255-8765 

www.geocities.com/rainforest/4101 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd Oshkosh, WI 54901; 
(920) 424-0265 

Chippewa Valley EF!, POB 1151, 

Eau Claire, Wl 54702; (608) 782-6997 
Sand County EF! 

308 Nelson Hall, Stevens Point, Wl 54481 
dchurl99@uwsp.edu 


International EF! Directory 


Check out the international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.k2net.co.nk/ef 
AUSTRA LIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Usmore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 

ef_au@hotmail.com 

www.green.net.au/ozef_update/ 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd. Via Dalby, Qld 4405 

ph/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 

admin@earthfirst.org.au 

CANAD A 

North American ALF Press Office 
David Barbarash. POB 21598 
Little Italy Postal Outlet, 

Vancouver, BC V5N 5T5 Canada; 

(604) 805-5479; (419) 858-9065; 

naalfpo@tao.ca; (fax); 

www.enviroweb.org ALFIS/media/ 

naalfpo.html 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

EF! Manitoba 

599 Talbot Ave, Winnipeg, 

Manitoba R2L 0R7; (204) 453-9052 
EF! Toronto POB 195 Stn. B, 119 
Spadina Ave., Toronto, ON M5T 
2W1; earthfirst.toronto@tao.ca 
EF! Ottawa Box 4612, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
di695@freenet.carleton.ca 
EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
Zeme Predevsim 
POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 
zemepredevsim@czn.cz 
L IR E 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 

Limerick Talamh Glas 

41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 

ENGLAND 

Over 35 EF! groups exist in England; 
for a list, contact: 

EF! Action Update 
POB 1TA, Newcastle NE99 1TA; 0797 
4791841; actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
Oxford EF!, Box E, 1 1 1 Magdalen Rd, 
Oxford, 0X4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EFI, Dead Trees EF! 
and Do or Die, POB 2971, Brighton 
BN2 2GY, savage@easynet.co.uk 
FRANC E 

Carfcusfers/Resource Ctr 

44 rue Burdeau, 69001 Lyon; (33) 4 

72 00 23 57 carbusters@wanadoo.fr 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 


PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
http://groenfr.huizen.dds.nl 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Be tan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko, Biala 4 

048-33-8183153 (ph/fax) 

wapienica@pnrwi.most.org.pl 

In Defense of the Earth 

Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 

"W OBRONIEZIEMI" Domonlka Baryla 

ul. Limanowskiego 138/42, 91-038, 

Lodz, Poland, (+48 42) 653-38-16 

goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE1 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
+7 (0112) 43 72 86 (ph/fax) 
ecodefense@glas.apc. org 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB; 44 (0)41 
636 1924/339 8009; 44 (0)41 424 
3688 (fax); scotree@gn.apc.org 
SLOVAKIA 
Slobodna altemativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

10F, Garden Tower Bldg., 98-78 

Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu 

Seoul 110-350; environ@chollian.net 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Dem&ndes, Taller de E. A. 
A. CURUXA, J. B., XelmirerJ, Campus 
Universitario, 1570 S Santiago 
(81) 584321; 584533 (fax) 

SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 VSnersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 
Box 34089, 100 26 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195; sea@motkraft.net 
www.motkraft.net/sea/ 

U KRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
Nadia Shevchenko, POB 322, Kiev 252187 
+7 38 (044) 2657628; 38 (044) 550- 
6068 (fax); rk@cd.glasnet.ru 


EF! Protects 6 Campaigns 

W >..1^ * * 


Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 
www.wildrockies.org/cma 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(925) 376-7329; fax 631-7958 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 

Northeast Forest Practices Campaign 


POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 
03802; noreastah@acadia.net 
Sea Defense Alliance 
POB 400, Williams, OR 97544; 
sedna@cdsnet.net 
Warrior Poets Society 
PMB 361, 108 MLK Jr. Student 
Union # 4510, Berkeley, CA 94720- 
4510 www.efinedia.org/poets.html 
Zero Extraction on Public Lands 
EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 
97440; earthhrst@igc.org 
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Pemon Topple Power Towers in Venezuela 



Attention President Chavez Frias: Listen to our demands or... 


BY Atossa Soltani 

Calling themselves "Rainbow War- 
riors” according to an old tribal legend, 
on September 24 Pemon indigenous 
leaders from the Gran Sabana and 

Imataca region of southern Venezuela 
once again mounted a several week 
long campaign to halt the construc- 


tion of the controversial Guri high- 
voltage transmission line which had 
been paralyzed since last February due 
to indigenous protests (see EF!J, Sep- 
tember-October, 1998). 

The 470-mile transmission line is half 
complete. Born out of a trade agree- 
ment, it will let Venezuela sell cheap 
electricity to Brazil while bringing elec- 


tricity to industrial gold mines and new 
logging mills irt the Imataca Forest Re- 
serve on the Venezuela side. Imataca, 
which is considered among the 10 most 
biologically rich forests in the world, 
encompasses 10 million acres (3.6 mil- 
lion hectares) of diverse tropical forest 
(an area about the size of Holland) and 
has an indigenous population of about 
10,000. The power line also crosses in- 
digenous lands in the Canaima Na- 
tional Park — a World Heritage Site and 
home of Angel Falls, the world's tallest 
waterfall. This mega-project will have 
„ serious impacts on the health, land and 
| way of life of more than 24,000 Pemon, 
T Karina, Arakawa, Akawaio and Warao 
| indigenous peoples. 

§ Since construction began in the 
I spring of 1998, there have been on- 
going protests which have caused se- 
. rious delays in the completion of the 
project. For seven months no work 
was carried out while the Venezuelan 
Senate Environment Committee in- 
vestigated grievances about improper 
consultation and the environmental 
impact assessment process. 

Early on September 24, members of 
Pemon communities of the Gran Sabana 
region began interrupting traffic and 


blockading construction crews along 
the Venezuela-Brazil highway, a major 
"free-trade" route. They demanded that 
Venezuela's new president, Hugo 
Chavez Frias, come to the Gran Sabana 
and meet with the concerned commu- 
nities. On September 28 community 
leaders detained three construction 
trucks belonging to the construction 
company Elecven and Corporacion 
Venezolano de Guyana (CVG), the state- 
owned mining and energy company. 

This latest round of protests was 
fueled by an article in a Venezuelan 
magazine, Economia Hoy, that quoted 
CVG President Clemente Scotto as say- 
ing that all environmental issues and 
land conflicts with indigenous com- 
munities affected by the project had 
been resolved. He claimed that CVG 
had reached agreement with these com- 
munities to allow the power line proj ect 
to continue. According to Jerrick Andre 
of the indigenous Federation of Bolivat 
State, "Indigenous communities 
throughout the Gran Sabana de- 
nounced the CVG statement as a big 
lie and a sign of lack of respect for 
indigenous peoples' rights." 

continued on page 28 


Deconstructing the Trans-Israel Highway 


The Hammer That 
Cracked A Nuclear Lab 

by Angie Zelter 

I am sitting in a garden on a pretty Scottish 
hillside. The open sky is above me, grass and trees 
all around. It's beautiful. Just a few days ago I was 
in Cornton Vale Prison in Stirling with fellow 
Trident Ploughshares 2000 women, Ellen Moxley 
and Ulla Roder. We had no idea whether we were 
going to be there for days, months or even years. 

We were remanded on June 8, charged with 
causing £80,000 damage to Maytime, the Scottish 
floating laboratory complex in Loch Goil — a vital 
link to the Trident nuclear submarine system. We 
had tipped computers and monitors into the loch, 
destroyed electrical equipment with a hammer and 
disabled a winch with glue. The whole operation 
had been very calm and cautious, though once we 
got on board the adrenaline started to flow because 
we didn't know how long we had. We thought we 
might have 10 minutes, but in the end it was over 
three hours before we were caught. 

At the trial, we admitted causing damage. But on 
October 21, Sheriff Margaret Gimblett ruled in 
favour of our argument that we had been acting to 
prevent a crime under international law and that 
on June 8, when we were at war with Serbia and 
Iraq, the active deployment of 100-kiloton nuclear 
warheads on Trident submarines was a criminal 
threat of mass destruction. 

I was utterly elated when I heard the decision. No 
more clanging prison doors, no more waiting two 
or three hours after you’ve asked to go to the toilet 
before a guard will take you. Prison is such a waste 
of potential. I felt like a caged tiger. 

y continued on page 28 ^ 


by Green Action 

Since November 14, members of Green Action and 
Green Course have been camping in a protest tent to 
stop the construction of the Trans-Israel Highway. 
The work on the highway began in early November 
east of Tel-Aviv near Kibbutz Nachshonim. 

The environmental movement in Israel has been 
fighting the Trans-Israel Highway for years with little 
success. A consortium of local and international cor- 
porations has been able to advance its agenda in 
opposition to public opinion, academia and non-state 
employed transportation experts. 

The road, if and when completed, will stretch north 
to south 15-30 kilometers from the coast. It will not 
solve the clogged roads or improve the connection 
between the city center and the 
periphery. It will lead to more 
pollution, accidents and other ills. 

Most importantly, building the 
road will lead to suburban sprawl 
in the last relatively rural areas of 
Israel. Such a development will 
create one big Los Angeles, stretch- 
ing from Haifa to Beer Sheva, from 
the coast to the "Green Line" 

(which divides Israel proper 
from the occupied West Bank 
and the Palestinian Authority). 

On the fourteenth, protesters 
brought work on the highway 
to a halt. Starting around 11 
a.m. about 40 activists began 
removing the dirt road prepared 
by the highway people. This led 
to a constant stream of visitors 
in hard hats, driving fancy cars 


and 4X4s. Around 2:30 p.m. the contractor de- 
cided enough was enough and proceeded to repair 
the damage to the road with a bulldozer. Activists 
blocked it with their bodies. 

The police arrived and tried (really, they gave it their 
best shot!) to get us to leave peacefully. This was not 
possible, but instead of arresting us, police chief Rosh 
Ha'ayin ordered the company to stop work for the day. 
We think that the police asked for all the legal docu- 
ments regarding the area and the work, and the 
company didn't have them. 

The next day, two protesters were arrested for 
pulling up survey stakes and rebuilding the bar- 
rier on the access road. 


continued on page 25 



Activists decommission newly plowed road in Israel. 


photo courtesy Green Action 
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It was really hard to envision what was going to happen in 
Seattle. I did know there was going to be critical international 
trade agreements on the table, the wealthiest ranking corpo- 
rate officials on Earth present, representatives of 135 (global- 
ized and globalizing) nations on hand and a beefed-up police 
force to guard the highly secretive meetings. I also knew there 
was a rag-tag band of 20,000 (mostly under 30 years old) 
prepared to stand off against the faceless World Trade Orga- 
nization (WTO), 30,000 empowered union members ready to 
march and a mass of international NGOs fresh from overseas. 
Something was going to happen. 

While the international spotlight projected on the Emerald 
City, the Earth First! Journal staff and thousands of others on 
the West Coast headed up 1-5 ready to square off against the 
most powerful, undemocratic body in the world. As the gas, 
chemical sprays, concussion grenades and rubber bullets 
cleared at the end of the five-day talks, so did the cloud of 
secrecy that has hung over the WTO since its inception four 
years ago. Day after day, newspapers splashed headlines to the 
world. Network news shoved cameras in the faces of high 
school students blockading intersections, panelists speaking 
at teach-ins, black-clad messengers smashing corporate prop- 
erty, and international delegates getting denied from the talks 
and hotels as human rings around both bounced them back 
into the streets of democracy. 

More important than shutting down the WTO was the 
global handshakes that were made, the nods of interna- 
tional solidarity exchanged and the new mutual under- 
standing of many different struggles. Even more important 
was the international focus as global trade was getting 
pounced on in Seattle. The eyes behind Zapatista bandan- 
nas widened. The hearts of those displaced in the Niger 
Delta warmed. The commitment of the U'wa strengthened. 
And the movement for sovereignty and environmental 
sanity raged on throughout the globe. 

Right now, the WTO is struggling for an identity. Seattle's 
mayor and Washington's governor had to suspend the US 
Constitution (individual rights) by declaring a state of civil 
emergency to ensure the Microsoft and Boeing-sponsored 
trade talks happened. Even so, as army vehicles roamed the 
nearly vacant and eerily quiet "50-square block no protest 
zone, " the WTO and its movement toward a new "round" got 
a solid kick in the nuts. How did we do it? 

Although there were plenty of internal kinks about tactics 
and strategy, the WTO was pinned down for the count 
because of the specialized niches filled by every person 
involved, not just in Seattle but in Bangladesh, West Papua 
and Turkey. The international riff-raff People's Global Action 
charged through the US explaining the ill-effects of globaliza- 
tion. Dozens of banners were dropped. The world's most evil 
corporate chains were smashed and spray painted; some 
demonstrators even helped scrub the graffitied buildings. 
Union members marched with sea turtles. The cathedral-like 
United Methodist church opened its doors to all. Every niche 
was filled. Seattle was a corporate cocktail-party-gone-bad for 
Bill Gates and Bill Clinton. 

Driving home from Seattle was my first real chance to 
reflect on what really just happened. Thinking about all the 





^ fluna C a & a 

Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 

Swallowing is the worst thing a male cardinalfish can do to 
his progeny. These sand-dwelling fish of the genus Apogon live 
among sandy reefs in the west Pacific's shallow waters. During 
the breeding season males and females court and then spend 
an afternoon spawning in the safety of the reefs' nooks and 
crannies. The male then gulps the mass of eggs into his 


it an Appetizer 

sea ports from San Diego to Alaska that workers shut down 
on that November 30 Tuesday. Driving through Portland 
and motoring by a demo of 200 in solidarity with the 600 
still incarcerated. Dropping off my newly met friend from 
the UK who came over representing thousands of others 
unable to make it. Listening to Casey's "Flaming Arrows" 
and how they just pierced the belly of the beast. Each day 
since the talks ended reveals the overwhelming results of 
what really happened in Seattle. This was the WTO Minis- 
terial that didn't happen. 

There is a long historical list of resistance to oppressive 
times. The Seattle Round of the WTO was the cumulation 
of a movement that has been steadily building. I think 
back to my roots and the Diggers of St. George's Hill, 
Elizabeth Guriy Flynn and Joe Hill, Ken Saro-Wiwa and 
Chico Mendez, Leonard Peltier and the Move 9, Gypsy 
Chain and Ingrid Washinawatok, and all of the individu- 
als and movements throughout history that once struggled 
against what has now become the WTO. 

Seattle was just an appetizer for what is around the comer. 
When our hearts are behind our actions, we know we're 
headed in the right direction. As I heard Jim Hightower in 
Seattle paraphrase a yellow pages ad for furniture movers, "If 
you can loosen it enough, we'll move it." We joumalistas are 
strapped down and committed to helping move it there. 

P.S. Oh yeah. Hope everyone's Y2K holidays are filled 
with the season's best. We sure hope to get you the Brigid 
issue after the new year. 

— Josh 
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by Faith Walker 

mouth, where they mature. During these several weeks he 
doesn't eat a thing, and gradually wastes away. About ten 
percent of the time males do the deed — they swallow, as is 
betrayed by an exaggerated potbelly. 

Females, meanwhile, desert their males and venture forth to 
find more mouthbrooding mates. Doing so is hazardous, 
however, as flounders and lizardfish, their primary predators, 
lurk in the shadows. Because the number of cardinalfishlings 
that end up surviving hinges upon the number of eggs a male 
can fit in his cheeks, females are particularly fond of males 
with big mouths. Thus, this is an example not only of sex role 
reversal (where females expend less energy per offspring than 
do males), but also the 'bigger is better' truth that is a common 
theme in mate selection. 
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"The People, United, Will Never Be Defeated," 
was one of the most commonly heard chants in 
the days of marches protesting the WTO summit 
in Seattle. However, one of the most striking ele- 
ments of the WTO protests was the level of conflict 
between adherents of a "nonviolent" protest 
method and those who preferred to more con- 
cretely express their feelings toward global capital- 
ism. A tide of reaction has been swelling against 
the latter, with great arrogance on the part of the 
former. As a group of activist intellectuals, we feel 
the need to state our support for the group the 
media has been calling, only somewhat inaccu- 
rately, "the Anarchists from Eugene." 

We — the broad Left, anti-corporate, 
pro-livable world community — con- 
trolled the streets of downtown Se- 
attle from 7 a.m. to roughly 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday. After that period — with 
Mayor Schell and Governor Locke’s 
declarations of martial law and the 
violent offensive by local, county, state 
police and the National Guard — the 
streets were a war zone. But during 
that period, they were a liberated area. 

Inside that liberated area a spec- 
trum of protest and resistance activi- 
ties took place, many of which 
warmed our hearts. Violence against 
property, as we'll call the attacks 
against corporate chain stores, was 
one of the conscious strategies that 
was employed. These activities be- 
gan on the afternoon of Monday, 

November 29, with the smashing of 
a window at McDonald's. The next day, November 
30, they started again shortly after 10 a.m. at the 
corner of 6th Ave; and Pike St., when police began 
shooting tear gas canisters and rubber bullets into 
the crowd. Throughout the day activists, protect- 
ing, their identities with hoods and kerchiefs, 

formed "black blocks" to move en masse to attack 
unoccupied chain stores such as the Gap, Nike, 
Levi, Disney and the Bank of America. This is a key 
point that the media and President Clinton, among 
others, are trying to obscure: The crowd did not 
attack "mom and pop stores," but the physical 
manifestations of "McDomination." 

Adherents to "nonviolent" protest methods 
preach against targeting corporate property. We 
feel giving private property a higher value than life 
is an uncritical acceptance of the dominant value 
system of American consumer society. As activists 
we feel that we need to debate these issues further 
amongst ourselves. The problem we are addressing 
immediately is that these "nonviolent" activists 
used their numerical advantage to isolate and 


dominate practitioners of alternate protest phi- 
losophies: most visibly, the black block anarchists. 

As a spectrum of protest activities manifested 
themselves, scenes we witnessed included "non- 
violent" activists linking arms to protect the cor- 
porate theme store Nike Town from the aggressive 
acts of a black block. Riot police soon replaced the 
"peace advocates" as if to say, "We'll take over 
now. You're only volunteering to protect property; 
we do it for a living." Elsewhere throughout the 
day "nonviolent" activists de-masked, and on at 
least one occasion beat an individual who was 
acting against property. 


Many elements of the broad Left, anti-corporate, 
pro-livable world community have been alarmingly 
willing to distance themselves from direct, militant 
forms of protest. The World Trade Observer, a daily 
tabloid published by a network of mainstream envi- 
ronmental and fair trade organizations, which fea- 
tures the writing of prominent figures such as Ralph 
Nader and Norman Solomon, offers one example. In 
describing the previous day's festivities in their 
Wednesday, December 1 issue, they identified as a 
"troubling theme" the practice of "the police sin- 
gling out peaceful demonstrators for gassing and 
beating... while ignoring black-clad hooligans break- 
ing windows and spraying paint." We witnessed 
other "nonviolent" protesters criticizing the police, 
not for waging chemical warfare to cleanse the streets 
of protesters, but for failing to enter into the crowd 
and extract the practitioners of militant protest. The 
implication of these statements is that the crowd 
would have handed over some of its members to the 
police, if the police had only asked. We strongly urge 
progressive activists to reconsider this stance. 


There will undoubtedly be repercussions from 
the fact that we took control of a major city for 12 
hours as the leading administrative body of global 
capitalism met to brainstorm for the next millen- 
nium. It is unfair, and irresponsible, to offer "the 
Anarchists from Eugene" to the state as scapegoats. 
Without the support of the rest of the WTO pro- 
testers, the direct action practitioners are at great 
risk. Grand juries have become common in the 
militant animal rights and environmental move- 
ments: We would not think it a surprising develop- 
ment for there to be an inquisition exploring 
"conspiracy to riot" charges for the days of well- 
directed rage in Seattle. Gas-masks were 
declared illegal under Mayor Schell's 
martial law, and the donning of hoods 
is being explored by prosecutors in Eu- 
gene as a possible excuse for sentence 
enhancement. The price of protecting 
oneself and one’s identity from police 
violence is rising. As people who are 
interested in counteracting the ill effects 
of globalization and ensuring a livable 
new millennium, we need to consciously 
confront the criminalization of radical 
political philosophies. 

We feel that those who belittle and 
„ distance themselves from the actions of 
| "the Anarchists from Eugene" have ei- 
ther ignored or simply did not realize the 
S level of contributions anarchists — black- 
| clad and otherwise — made toward bring- 
3 ing the November 30 Festival of Resis- 
tance into reality. These include the in- 
novative and joyful protest methods of 
the Direct Action Network, a sustained conscious- 
ness-raising effort from Left Bank Books, alternative 
social structures offered by Food Not Bombs and 
Homes Not Jails, the anarchist hotline, housing 
networks and so on. It also should not go unsaid 
that developing a community able to produce sev- 
eral hundred predominantly white youths with 
middle-class backgrounds to take militant action 
against their real enemy, is no small feat. It has 
taken years of sowing and tending the seeds of 
awareness and resistance, and we, at least, appreci- 
ate that effort. 

If the Left activist community is to be united and 
strong, more communication and internal discus- 
sion around strategic issues is necessary. 

This article was co-signed by Daniel Burton-Rose, (206) 
324-8165, ex. 1; Ward Churchill, (303) 492-5066; Robin 
Hahnel, (202) 885-2712; rhahnel@american.edu; Kent 
Jewell, (206) 324-8165, ex. 3; George Katsiaficas, (617) 
989-4384; Christian Parenti, (415) 626-4034; 
seapea@juno.com; and Robert Perkinson, (203) 772-1 600; 
robert.perkinson@yale.edu. 



Showdown at Niketown 


Dear Sbit fer Brains 

Please beep 'em un6er 300 wor 6s.. . please!? 


Dear SFB, 

The hanging of stick figures, 
stick crosses, and baskets of stones 
tied to trees within the forests of 
a logging company, and also left 
near the mansion or the offices 
of the same logging company 
can send an eerie, uncertain mes- 
sage to the logging company, 
adds a new element to 
EF! civil disobedience, 
which the police do not 
yet know how to 
handle. So far, police 
know how to respond 
to police blockades 
etc. — they arrest and 
pepper spray. But a 
stick figure, holding 
dangling bones, 
could mean anything 
within the realm of 
eeriness to the loggers 
or police — it is this un- 
certainty that elevates 
anxiety. What would a 
logging company think, 


if hundreds of stick figures were 
left outside its offices the day 
after beginning an illegal or un- 
ethical clearcutting? The possi- 
bilities are as great as ones cre- 
ativity and imagination when 
making stick figures. What would 
they think if 
EFlers impaled 
animal skulls 
on sticks out- 



side their offices? How would a 
logger respond if he climbed into 
his skidder one morning to find a 
stick figure with its head cut off 
by a stick figure saw? What if he 
ignored it, but returned home to 
find one outside of his driveway? 
Would he continue to work as 
long as there were these eerie 
messages? What is the legality of 
voodoo dolls, etc.? 

— SCOOBY-DOO 

Dear SFB, 

Genocide comes in many forms. 
From the near extinction of what 
is now a silence that hangs over 
the empty plains where thunder- 
ing hooves ruled as far as the eye 
could see, to teeming rivers that 
hold a memory of spawning mul- 
titudes for an ancient few. 

I look back two decades to my 
youth when I raised Salmon for 
OREAQUA foods in Newport, Or- 
egon before and after 
Wharehouser (sic) took control 
and I see buckets and buckets of 
little dead fish. 

At first only a few burials I was 
allowed to do quarter five gallon 


buckets of dead fingerlings 
salmon only an inch or 
two long (sic). 

The words dead 
salmon were taboo to 
use. Instead they were 
called morts (morali- 
ties) to ensure secrecy 
of the fish kills as well as 
burial ground on Right Creek 
and sandpits of Uquina Bay 
dead salmon filled. I soon 
became disturbed when the 
real picture came into view. 

The occasional buckets be- 
came regular five gallon 
buckets and daily numbered six 
to eight and my shoulders be- 
gan to ache. It then became per- 
fectly clear to me that fish kills 
really were this company's name 
sake. Where common sense 
should be the rule calculated 
neglect was the tool to eradicate 
entire fish runs supplied by the 
state to bury and forget. 

I attempted to suggest simple 
remedies to stop the senseless fish 
kills and was told to shut my 
mouth. It soon became clear to 
me everyone knew as I now did 



that OREQUA was the 
Salmon's Holocaust 
and Wharehouser 
was to fish what 
Hitler was to Jews. 
I fought down 
the urge to puke 
more than once 
and determined 
to witness stayed 
on with my 
mouth shut. I 
knew some day 
the taste of bile 
would finally be gone 
and my chance would 
come to say. 

They called my firing a lay off, 1 
was glad to leave Murder Bay and 
the buried Salmon of yesterday. 

Now you know as 1 do thanks 
to OREQUA, Wharehouser and 
the Oregon State Game and Fish, 
our precious salmon are very few, 
and soon to be poor, hungry 
proud fisherman will have to find 
something else to do like spit 
shine a rich Senator's shoe. 

— H. Scott Rasmussen 

continued on page 28 
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First Ever Voluntary Removal of a Treesit 


by Tim Ream 

It's a lot of fun to build a tree village 
but nowhere near the pleasure of tak- 
ing one down. On November 22, the 
Cascadia Defense Network (CDN) be- 
came the first group of US activists to 
take down a sit because the area they 
were protecting was no longer under 
threat. For now. Watch Mountain has 
been saved. 

Five thousand acres of native and 
ancient forest in the Gifford Pinchot 
National Forest, including Watch 
Mountain and Fossil Creek, were to be 
given to Plum Creek as part of the 1-90 
Land Exchange to publicly acquire 
48,000 acres of Plum CreekTimber Com- 
pany railroad land grant parcels (see EF! 
journal, September-October 1999). The 
deal was legislated in October, 1998 and 
the deeds were to change hands in mid- 
July. CDN erected a Watch Mountain 
tree village on July 11. After an incred- 
ible summer of action, outreach, poli- 
tics and miracles, Watch Mountain has 
now been dropped from the exchange. 
Remarkably, nearly 1,000 acres of an- 
cient forest at Fos- 
sil Creek have also 
been dropped. Six 
hundred and 
forty acres of Fos- 
sil Creek are re- 
stricted from 
management ac- 
tivities and are 
available for pur- 
chase for the next 
three years, and 
Plum Creek is a willing seller on the 
remaining 1,280 acres. To offset the loss 
of acreage going to Plum Creek, ap- 
proximately 16,000 acres of Plum Creek 
1-90 corridor land have also been placed 
in three-year escrow awaiting appro- 
priation of funds for purchase as na- 
tional forest. The final negotiated deal 
involves several promises regarding 
dropped lawsuits and rights to chal- 
lenge harvest plans. For full details of 
the settlement see www.pcbp.org. 

Victory in this campaign has been 
unique in several regards: this was the 
first direct action campaign against a 


land exchange; the chances of winning 
at the time direct action began in the 
woods was practically nonexistent; and 
victory was achieved within three and 
one-half months of the initiation of an 
on-site action. It may be instructive to 
examine some of the elements that 
produced such success. 

Community Organizing 

We're not talking about potlucks with 
our hippie friends; we' re talking timber 
town! For four months before the sit, 
Sara Vekasi traveled weekly to Randle, 
Washington, from Evergreen State Col- 
lege to create a video about the 1-90 
Land Exchange. Despite the fact that it 
was a done deal, she hoped to raise 
energy to fight Plum Creek's plans to 
cut Watch Mountain. By knocking on 
doors, swapping stories and always com- 
ing back, amazing friendships and alli- 
ances were produced between radical 
enviros and small-town folk. Town 
meetings with more than 100 partici- 
pants were central to positive front 
page stories and to convincing Plum 
Creek that Watch Mountain would not 
be worth the effort. 

Direct Action 

The tree village 
at Watch Moun- 
tain was the rally- 
ing point for direct 
I action activists, 
| grass roots orga- 
I nizers and for 
townsfolk. The vil- 
lage was the front 
page and nightly news visual needed 
to reach a Seattle audience. To make 
this happen required producing a 
space where enough locals felt safe. 
Integral to this effort was a strict 
policy against drug or alcohol use. 
In both their space and ours we tried 
to respect each others differences 
and activists often made sacrifices 
about how we wanted to push our 
broader agenda. 

Broad Coalition 

CDN by no means had to go it 
alone. For years the 1-90 Exchange 


was fought by the Pacific Crest 
Biodiversity Project, Western Land 
Exchange Project, the Gifford 
Pinchot Task Force and others. As 
much as possible, actions, coalition 
positions and media messages were 
coordinated between groups. Dur- 
ing the campaign the Friends of East 
Lewis County was organized by lo- 
cals and became an equal partner. 

Every Opportunity Exploited 

We locked down in Plum Creek's 
World Headquarters and raided them 
a second time. We put a second sit in 
Fossil Creek, and we let them know 
they' d have to fight for every stem. But 
we also went to Senator Gorton's pot- 
luck, lobbied in Washington DC, and 
tabled at the Packwood Flea Market. 
The coalition hammered out letters to 
the editor, pressed the national envi- 
ros to do the right thing and appealed 
the Forest Service decision. Every tool 
within and outside the system was 
considered and utilized whenever it 
was considered strategic to do so. Some- 
times criticized as single-issue, we were 
certainly multi-tactic. 

Focus On Outreach 

The treesit was direct action. We 
were in place to oppose forest de- 
struction at the point of exploita- 
tion. However, our philosophy of 
direct action incorporated the con- 
cept that stopping the destruction of 
Watch Mountain would require a po- 
litical decision by the president and 
Congress. It sucks, but that was the 
reality. To that end. we wanted as 
many people as possible to experi- 
ence the mountain and the action to 
save it. We never turned down an 
opportunity to invite folks for a walk 
through the forest or to train some- 
one to climb into a sit. In three 
months we probably had 500 visitors 
and trained more than 150 climbers. 
Nearly every media story was over- 
whelmingly positive. 

In the end the coalition position 
had been more or less adopted by the 
local town, the congressman, every 
major environmental group in the 



The Nuthatch coming down. 


nation and the Democratic Central 
Committee of Washington state. Ul- 
timately, Plum Creek had to see things 
our way. It was only then that Demo- 
cratic Senator Patty Murray lifted a 
finger to help the cause. 

Of course work still needs to be 
done. The regaining 1-90 and Fossil 
Creek lands set aside from manage- 
ment activities need to be purchased, 
probably by using funds from the 
federal Land and Water Conserva- 
tion Fund. If this purchase does not 
quickly include all of Fossil Creek, 
CDN will reinitiate an intense cam- 
paign of direct action against Plum 
Creek. Finally, Watch Mountain and 
Fossil Creek are still in the hands of 
the criminally insane Forest Service. 
Momentum from this campaign will 
be employed to stop the Silver/ 
Watch timber sale planned before 
the 1-90 Exchange was completed 
and perhaps to incorporate Fossil 
Creek into the Mount St. Helen's 
National Monument. 

For a week or so though we'll cel- 
ebrate the victory and give thanks to 
all who supported it in so many ways. 
Our joyous, energy goes out to the 
sitters at the other ten or so sits who 
are looking at another hard winter. 
May you also have the pleasure of 
taking your platform down! 

Contact the Cascadia Defense Net- 
work, POB 718, Randle, WA 98377; 
(360) 497-2333. ' 



The last load leaving Watch Mountain. 


Wolves & Poodles 


A scimitar-swinging, head-lopping wolf to the government of the United 
Arab Emirates, an oil-rich Gulf state, for its newest anti-pollution law making 
importing any banned materials or nuclear waste into the country, and trying to 
store or dump it, a crime punishable by fines up to $10 million and death. 

A big pink, stumbling nature-bats-last wolf to the wild elephants in Gauhati, 
India, that saw fit to break into a cluster of thatched huts, guzzle rice beer 
fermenting in casks and then tear the village apart in a drunken rampage. 

An "oh-my-God we never thought we would give you a wolf" wolf to 
Barbara Boxer for leading the fight in congress to stop the Global Free Trade 
Logging Agreement at the World Trade Organization meetings and for support- 
ing the Quechan Tribe's opposition to the Imperial Gold Mine. 

A healthy, happy, clean air breathing wolf to Breatharian Institute 
of America founder and CEO Wiley Brooks for his uncompromising 
stand for the air-mosphere. Believing that life forces energize 
and sustain human life, breatharians survive on air — not 
consuming solid or liquid food for subsistence. "The 
real food for life, which is air, is digested in the heart, 
not in the stomach and needs to be clean and free of 
pollutants." Save the air-mosphere! 

A far-fucking-out wolf to the students of Texas A&M 
University for taking their yuppie-puppy asses out whilst 
v committing the outrageous environmental crime of cutting 

7,000 oak trees to build a bonfire for a football rally. This has 
been taking place for the last 100 years. So much for tradition. 
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A can you throw in a couple of sheep with that ripping-off-the-natives poodle 
to Occidental Petroleum for its insanely ridiculous offer of one outboard motor, 
1,300 sheets of tin roofing, 44 sets of aluminum pots, five rolls of chicken wire, 
200 pounds of nails and 200 plastic tubes to purchase the last remaining 45,000 
acres of rainforest on Secoya lands in the Ecuadorian Amazon? 

A spirit-of-the-season stealing poodle to the postgraduate students at 
the University of Hertfordshire, UK, for their biotechnological proposal to 
perfect a Christmas tree with glow-in-the-dark pine needles. The idea is to 
modify a Douglas spruce with two genes from fluorescent jellyfish and 
fireflies, using a special fertilizer to "turn on" the tree, making it glow. 
Scientists have also discovered proteins that produce red and blue fluores- 
cence making multi-colored trees a sci-fi reality. 

A Mother Nature destroying, ancestor disrespecting poodle to the Florida 
Audubon Society for selling a two-acre, much-loved chunk of oak tree, sabal 
palm and wild coffee plant land near Interstate 95 to Miami developer 
Michael Thomas, for about $1 million. The area had been willed to the Society 
with the express wishes that it be preserved as wilderness. 

A sand castle kicking, turtle egg destroying poodle 
to the 105th and 505th Engineering Battalions of the 
National Guard in Wilmington, North Carolina, for 
their efforts to "rebuild" Sunset Beach dunes after 
Hurricane Floyd. The battalions knowingly violated 
the Clean Water Act and the Endangered Species Act 
when they bulldozed sand from the beach to bolster 
the dunes. The beach scraping causied erosion prob- 
lems and took place during sea turtle nesting sea- 
son, disturbing laying cycles. 
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by Vivian Stockman 

As an adult returning to your hometown, you don't 
really freak out if your childhood home has been 
razed. That you might have expected. But how would 
you feel if you returned to find the mountains that 
surrounded your hometown razed? 

You'd feel like someone who lives in the coalfields of 
southern West Virginia. 

In many of the Mountain State's southern coun- 
ties, mountains are being leveled in a mining pro- 
cess known as mountaintop removal. 

This ecocide-for-profit also goes on in 
areas of Kentucky, Virginia, Tennessee 
and Pennsylvania, -though no state is as 
heavily impacted as West Virginia. 

Coal companies first bulldoze the moun- 
tains' temperate forests, which are some 
of the most biologically diverse wood- 
lands on Earth. Every living thing is 
scrapped into oblivion. The topsoil is re- 
moved, and then the underlying rock is 
blasted away in explosions 10 to 100 
times more powerful than the bomb blast 
at the Oklahoma City federal building. 

Next, huge draglines up to 20 stories tall 
and gargantuan dump trucks remove the 
rubble to get to thin, multiple layers of 
low-sulfur coal. The draglines cost about 
$100 million and for profit's sake, must 
stay in continual operation. These ma- 
chines scalp up to 600 feet of rock, some- 
times more, off the tops of mountains. In 
a process called valley fill, the "overbur- 
den" is dumped into valleys and streams, in piles that 
can be two miles long and over 100 feet high. At least 
750 miles of the state's streams have been buried by 
valley fills. In some counties, according to the Cable 
News Network (CNN), 20 percent of the land mass has 
been mined by mountaintop removal. So far, about 
300,000 acres of hardwood forest have been destroyed, 
leaving a monument to greed that astronauts can see 
from outer space. 

Mountaintop removal has been going on for about 
20 years, but the size and number of operations 
skyrocketed in the early '90s. Nothing has held the 
coal companies in check, certainly not pesky little 
things like the state Division of Environmental Protec- 
tion (DEP). After all, the last three heads of the DEP 
have been coal company executives, appointed by 
Republican Governor Cecil Underwood, who is, sur- 
prise, a former coal company executive. According to 
the WV People's Election Reform Coalition, 
Underwood received over $500,000 from coal inter- 
ests for his 1996 campaign and his inaugural. 

Nor could pesky little things like the Clean Water 
Act and the Surface Mine Control and Reclamation 
Act check the coal companies' endless greed. After 
all, King Coal has ruled West Virginia for over 100 
years. King Coal always figured itself above the law. 
Or if not above it, at least able to write its own laws, 
thanks to having a bunch of minions in office on 
the state and federal level. 

King Coil has stepped all over West Virginians. 
Always extolling the jobs and prosperity the coal 
industry provides, King Coal was able to keep the 
people quiet as it killed workers and stole and de- 
stroyed their land and water. As the industry mecha- 
nized, the number of jobs dropped from over 100,000 
in the '40s and '50s to 18,635 jobs in 1998. Production 
is at an all time high, with 176 million tons ripped 
from the Earth in 1998. Today, mountaintop removal 
operations employ about 2,300 people. 

King Coal has an equally warped view of the value of 
life. One coal lobbyist, K.O. Damron, testified to a State 
Senate Subcommittee that the streams filled in by the 
rubble from former mountains contained "no signifi- 
cant forms of life." It's pretty obvious that entire 
ecosystems and human communities contain no sig- 
nificant forms of life, as far as King Coal is concerned. 

The unchecked greed, lying and arrogance is finally 
catching up with ole King Coal. The coalfield residents 
that didn't sell their homes to the company are mad as 


hell. Used to be they could sit on their front porches 
and listen to the wind in the trees, birdsong, rushing 
streams and children's laughter. Now they endure the 
around-the-clock noise of heavy machinery and blast- 
ing. The blasting damages their homes, dries up their 
wells and leaves a haze of dust everywhere. Parents 
hesitate to let their kids play outside because blasted 
rocks can fly hundreds of feet. 

Of course complaints to state agencies led nowhere. 
Fed up, citizens turned to environmental groups. The 
Huntington, WV-based Ohio Valley Environmental 


Coalition organized actions including trips to 
mountaintop removal sites for reporters and stu- 
dents, two large rallies at the state capitol, protests and 
a 490-mile "Walk for the Mountains." 

In July 1998, 10 coalfield residents and the WV 
Highlands Conservancy sued the DEP and the Army 
Corps of Engineers for issuing mountaintop removal 
permits in violation of federal laws. Soon, some DEP 
officials admitted that up to two-thirds of the 
mountaintop removal permits it had issued were in 
violation of the law. But did the state concede the 
lawsuit? Hell no. The coal-puppet governor even tried 
to pass more laws that would ease some of the ignored 
restrictions on mountaintop removal. 

By June 1999, the litigants were working out 
details in a settlement of many points in the law- 
suit, but one sticky issue would go to trial. On 
October 20, Charles H. Haden, the conservative, 
Republican judge trying the case, ruled that valley 
fills in streams that flow more than six months of 
the year are illegal under state and federal mining 
rules and portions of the Clean Water Act. 

Opponents of mountaintop removal were stunned. 
A victory against King Coal? The elation lasted ap- 
proximately 10 seconds, followed by the knowledge 
that now the coal slurry would really hit the fan. 

Indeed, moments after the judge's ruling, the spin 
doctors went into hypermode. DEP would file an 
appeal at once on behalf of those poor maligned coal 
companies. Ben Greene, president of the WV Mining 
and Reclamation Association said the judge's ruling, 
"will bring to a halt any kind of construction activity, 
not just in West Virginia, but across the country." 

The next morning the governor called October 20 
"the bleakest day in recent West Virginia history." 
(Maybe 1972 isn't recent to the governor. That year, 
125 people died in a flood on Buffalo Creek when a 
coal waste dam burst. The disaster led to the passage 
of the 1977 Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act.) Citing potential "devastating" revenue losses 
from coal severance taxes, Underwood ordered an 
immediate freeze on hiring out-of-state travel and 
capital expenditures for state agencies. He ordered the 
agencies to develop plans for a 10 percent budget cut, 
beginning next year. That level of spending cuts, if 
enacted, could put in jeopardy tens of millions of 
dollars of federal matching funds. 

The DEP chief halted all valley fills in ongoing 
mountaintop removal operations, even though the 


judge's ruling applied only to future permits. That 
played right into King Coal's hand. Aghast at the 
prospect of having to follow the law, coal companies 
began laying off workers. No doubt coal et al hoped 
their creation of a false economic crisis would whip up 
public sympathy against the judge's ruling. 

West Virginia's entire congressional delegation 
joined in the chorus predicting economic doom for 
the state as a result of the ruling, although no state or 
federal agency had produced any studies of how the 
ruling would affect mountaintop removal mining. 

They said they would offer a "legislative 
remedy." In early November, the Charles- 
ton Sunday Gazette-Mail did the studies 
for the agencies. The newspaper found 
that, under the ruling, coal companies 
could still bury miles of streams that flow 
only during rain or snow melt. They 
could still create large valley fills in the 
uppermost reaches of stream systems. 

That legislative remedy is a rider, most 
aggressively promoted by West 
Virginia's Senior Senator Robert C. Byrd. 
The public has not seen the language in 
the rider, but its intent is to overturn 
■g. the judge's ruling, effectively gutting 
| portions of the Clean Water Act and 

0 other mining regulations. 

1 President Clinton had kind of, maybe 
| promised to veto any anti-environmen- 
* tal riders inserted onto any appropria- 
tions bill. However, Byrd is chair of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee. If 
Clinton threatened to veto a bill with 

Byrd's rider attached, Byrd could bring the whole 
appropriations process to a halt. So, Clinton said he 
would support Byrd's rider. 

That changed on October 29 when Judge Haden 
stayed his ruling until the Appeals Court hears the case, 
because of the political hyperbole surrounding the 
ruling. The judge wrote, "a firestorm of reaction has 
come forth from Defendants and state government 
officials, predicting that the Court's injunction will 
cause unprecedented economic and social dislocation 
throughout West Virginia." He called the reaction, 
"at best, misunderstandings and, at worst, egregious 
misrepresentations of significant portions of the rul- 
ing the shrill atmosphere of discord must subside." 

At that, the governor lifted the hiring freeze but left 
the budget cut planning directive in place. Coal com- 
panies rescinded their most recent layoff notices. And 
Clinton backed off his support of the rider. Waffle 
anyone? Fearing the president might change his mind, 
the Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition (OVEC) 
quickly organized a bus trip to DC. 

Byrd refused to meet with the opponents of 
mountaintop removal. Less than a week after the 
opponents came to town, Byrd stood before a crowd of 
about 500 miners. He called the ruling "wrongheaded" 
and shouted, "Coal turns on the lights in the Capitol. 
Coal turns on the lights in the White House. We are 
not going to back down!" 

On November 16, 30 people protested outside a 
$l,000-per-person fundraiser for Byrd in Charleston, 
WV. The congressional session has now been ex- 
tended for days after it was supposed to end. Latest 
word is that the rider did not get attached to the bill 
that passed. However, Byrd and the rest of WV's 
Congressional delegation have promised to renew 
efforts to overturn the rider when Congress resumes. 

Whatever the outcome, mountaintop removal is on 
its way out. What we are seeing are desperate acts by 
desperate men. We are witnessing the slow death of 
King Coal. By the industry's own estimates, at current 
levels of production West Virginia's coal will last 
another 27 years. Still, King Coal lashes out in its death 
throes, seemingly determined to take many of south- 
ern West Virginia's mountains, streams and coalfield 
communities and, perhaps, a few politicians with it 
into the underworld. 

For more information contact OVEC, POB 6753, 
Huntington, WV 25773-6753; (304) 522-0246; 
www.ohvec.org. 
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The topsoil in West Virginia is removed, and then underlying rock is blasted away. 




It's the week before November 30, 
and all hell is breaking loose in Seattle. 
The Direct Action Network (DAN) of- 
fice in the University Baptist Church is 
the center of the lower reaches, and I 
retreat to the madness of 60 screaming 
children in the child care center on the 
floor below to find some peace and 
quiet. A bail bonding company calls to 
inquire if DAN wants to make prior 
arrangements for mass arrests. Talk about 
the commodification of dissent. 

Every coffee shop in town is overrun 
by DAN and its meetings. The most 
promising rumor is that the coffee shop 
baristas will walk out on November 30, 
forcing caffeine-addled Seattle to a stand- 
still. I can easily count 45 subgroup 
gatherings. Everybody and their dog 
has an anti- WTO campaign going. 

Fifteen thousand copies of the Seattle 
Post Intelligencer have a mock cover sec- 
tion wrapped around them, announc- 
ing, "Boeing to Move Overseas. " Stories 
inside give the satirical skinny on the 
WTO, hinting at the state of the world 
if the WTO succeeds: "Monsanto Pat- 
ents Food Chain." 

November 27. It's three days until the 
big day, and there's another banner 
hang downtown. Seattle is saturated 
with banner hangs. Banners on the 
freeway overpasses, banners from the 
University's 100-foot flagpole, banners 
on downtown buildings, banners from 
cranes.^ Meanwhile, the Buy Nothing 



Banner hang from a crane, over the 1-5 highway. 


Day critical mass bike ride has pro- 
gressed into the Washington Trade and 
Convention Center, and the cops are 
madly trying to shoo the circling bi- 
cycles out of the downstairs foyer. 

Police have circulated anti-riot mea- 
sures memos to downtown businesses. 
Advice includes hiding expensive mer- 
chandise and stockpiling plywood. 

November 28. Two days before. The 
Capitol Hill neighborhood procession 
with the giant puppet show heads down- 
town. Seeing the sea of color and signs 
and people that have reclaimed this 
main drag is beautiful. N30 can only be 
better! Outside Old Navy we stop and 
chant while the police lines form, "Don't 
fall into the GAP," an obscure reference 
to the Fisher family's use of sweatshop 
labor. There's a sound system mounted 
in a van, and someone on top of the van 
is inciting the downtown shoppers, "If 
you care about justice, then join us in 
the streets. If you care about sweat- 
shops, then join us in the streets." Even 
anarcho-cynicalists are moved... 

Briefly. For now we are outside the 
GAP building itself, and the van- 
mounted marshals direct the crowd to 
"take two big steps back from the store 


Page 6 Earth First! Yule 2000 


Hell No to the WTO- 



These protesters blocking the Convention Center on the morning of November 30 were gassed and pepper sprayed, but 
held their ground as part of a human chain, preventing WTO delegates from attending the WTO ministerial. 


so that the police can get in and do their 
work." N30 can only be worse. 

420 Denny, the DAN skills-sharing, 
workshop, training, meeting and wel- 
come center, is complete madness. To- 
day, there are so many people that you 
can't move about, harkening back to 
the site's former life as a hip hop club. 
Every activist you've ever met is here. 

There are thousands of radicals here, 
and it's impossible to separate action 
from fiction. Without question, a huge 
abandoned building downtown is re- 
claimed by squatters (gutsy to take the 
building next to the police station). 
Tonight, my affinity group dines on 
wine and chocolate, courtesy of the 
WTO (fringe benefits of a press pass)! 

November 29. One day until N30. 
Like everyone, I am sick as a dog. Sleep 
deprivation, anxiety ‘and a nasty flu 
have caught up with us. 

The Seattle newspaper headline, 
"WTO: Whose Idea Was This?", indi- 
cates the outrageous and undeservedly 
good media coverage we've been get- 
ting. I've never worked on a campaign 
with this much momentum, where cov- 
erage comes so easily. None of us have. 
None of us have ever done anything 
like this before. 

A "riot" breaks out at a downtown 
McDonald's. Jose Bove, the crazy French 
farmer who smuggled many pounds of 
Roquefort cheese to Seattle to protest 
the US' WTO-backed punitive tariffs, 
leads the charge. While the police form 
their orderly lines, black-clad activists 
have their way with the McD's. The 
preposterousness of it, the ease with 
which the perpetrators get away, the 
slow police response, puts everyone on 
edge, giddy with excitement and fear. 

Meanwhile, a truly impossible and 
absolutely unending meeting has em- 
broiled hundreds of people at 420. A 
spokesperson from each affinity group 
is outlining the pie-shaped wedge of 
downtown from which it has agreed to 
block WTO traffic. The meeting is to- 
tally public, and many experienced ac- 
tivists walk away shaking their heads. 
This will never work. 

The big day. November 30. The sen- 
sory overload of the last weeks explodes 
into chaos. I first see a tripod, ringed by 
a circle of 30 people j oined by lockboxes. 
A small support crowd mills around. 
Around the corner another group of 
people is holding hands, circling an 
intersection. They won't even let activ- 
ists through. Rather standard, but so 
far, so good. 

Friends tell me that some blockades 


are being gassed farther along. Without 
provocation, the police have busted out 
fire-extinguisher-sized cans of pepper 
spray and are hosing down people lying 
in the streets, locked to one another. 
But the lockdowns hold their ground, 
and once the spray has cleared the crowd 
grows in strength. They spray again, 
and the crowd grows. At one blockade, 
activists locked to one another and wear- 
ing gas masks are attacked by the police. 
The riot cops lift the activists masks, 
pepper spray them at close range and 
force the masks back over their heads. 
Some of the lockdowns start convuls- 
ing, the line breaks. 

Tear gas is being used now. People 
emerge, retching, gasping. Delegates 
milling around the blockades, waiting 
for a chance to get into the convention 
center, are gassed too. A sheriff asks a 
friend standing on a dumpster to let 
him know when it looks like they will 
gas again because he and his deputies 
have been given neither gas masks nor 
warnings. Concussion bombs and flash 
bangs sound through the city, amping 
everyone's adrenaline. My lungs are on 
fire from the dissipated residue, my eyes 
are on fire from a direct dose of pepper 
spray. A boy next to me is screaming 
from the pain. 

A friend limps by, shows me a disgust- 
ing brown and purple welt from a rub- 
ber bullet. She tells me she's seen others 
shot in the face. The cops didn't like it 
when people started throwing tear gas 
canisters back. I run by a line of cop cars 



Locking down to shut down WTO on November 30. 


decorated with anarchy signs and dis- 
abled by flattened tires. 

At another blockade, farther from the 
chaos, a line of motorcycle cops insists 
that the lockdowns let them through. 
When the activists hold their ground, a 
motorcycle runs up onto the crotch of 
one of the lockdowns. The line breaks, 
the cycles ride through, trapping them- 
selves on the other side. 

At a calmer intersection, I hear from a 
sound system that the WTO's opening 
meeting has been delayed. The audito- 


rium of the Paramount, 
where the meetings were 
to have started by 9:00 
a.m., is almost empty. 
The trade delegates can't 
get through. Soon the 
opening is canceled alto- 
gether. 

At 1 1 : 1 1 a Reclaim the 
Street party is supposed 
to start from Westlake 
Center. Instead, a small 
posse of the black clad 
round the corner and 
finds a larger army of 
the anonymous. "Black 
block! Black block!" the 
cry goes up. Two hun- 
dred people move in 
chaotic formation 
through the streets; shoppers jump 
back; windows crash; buildings are 
redecorated. "Whose streets? Our 
streets!" The unprepared have only 
their bodies and the tools on the street: 
legs go through windows; newspaper 
boxes are hoisted and thrown. Some- 
one motions for employees inside a 
target to step back; someone else runs 
up, does the job and melts back into the 
sea of black. Anything not bolted to the 
concrete becomes a road block. Some 



A protester blocks a delegate on November 30. 

people want to head straight toward the 
riot line, but others pull the crowd from 
direct confrontation. Two hundred 
people march down the street chant- 
ing, "Fuck shit up!" "No cameras!" In 
the middle of it all, a shopper stands, 
bag clutched in hand, not cowering 
from the crowd but paralyzed by 
curiosity. 

Word of the black block spreads like 
wildfire. Everyone knows these basic 
facts: black block, property destruction, 
tear gas, pepper spray, meeting delayed. 
An ambulance screams past, and the 
crowd parts to let it through. Cop with 
a heart attack. 

It's early afternoon, and we must stay 
for many hours to guarantee that the 
meeting cannot begin. Some activists 
are very angry about the black block. I 
see people wearing black attacked by 
"nonviolent" protesters. A friend is 
grabbed by an activist and told she's 
under arrest. 

There are standoffs between police 
and activists all over the city — a lull in 
action. (Later we hear that the police 
have run out of tear gas. Undercover 
cops have to bring in more through the 
protester's barricades. An armored ve- 
hicle drives from police line to police 
line to resupply.) Today is the only 
November 30 of my life, and I feel 
compelled to see it all. 

By mid-afternoon the giant labor 
march finally happens. Certain mili- 
tant unions are said to be doing some of 
their own building enhancement. Many 
of the rank and file abandon the circular 
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Whose streets? Our streets! Whose world? Our world! 


route away from downtown to swell our 
blockades . Thirty thousand people from 
the march have seen and felt first hand 
the rounds of tear gas, and are enraged. 

State of Emergency has been declared. 
Everyone out of downtown by 7 p.m. 
The National Guard is being called in. 
The WTO has canceled today's meet- 
ings. Victory tastes like tear gas. 

The blackblock regroups atNikeTown. 
Local kids, without masks, who have 
seen the riots on TV come to join in. 
Once the window is broken, looters 
jump in. Peace police surround the build- 
ing and scream "Nonviolence!" until 
the real police arrive. White activists 
stop black kids from looting Nike. 

The police are using tear gas to clear 
the streets. They gas the crowd, run 
forward, gas the crowd, run forward, in 
this way reclaiming downtown for the 
forces of law and order. A smaller group 
of activists refuses to disperse. They start 
a bonfire in the streets; they use 
dumpsters as blockades. Some 
dumpsters are lit by the protesters; about 
half are set ablaze by the concussion 
bombs. A black city councilman trying 
to attend a WTO reception is brutally 
ripped from his car and interrogated by 
the riot police. Oops. As they retreat, the 
rioters block an intersection, barring 
traffic until they see a dump truck stalled 
by the line. They allow traffic through 
until the truck reaches the intersection 
and then claim it as a bunker. They're 
able to hold the police off behind the 
truck for quite a while, until the cops 
get tear gas into the sewer system and it 
begins to pour out of the runoff holes. 

In the middle of the battle zone, a 
punk band has set up a sound system 
and is rocking out. The scene verges on 
post-apocalyptic. I re- 
join my affinity group 
at the bar. Locals are 
crowded around the 
TV, watching the real 
time riot as it happens 
outside the door. It's 
"angry hour" all day 
today — $2.25 pints. 

State of Emergency 
is only supposed to ex- 
tend throughout down- 
town, but the police 
have pushed the pro- 
testers out of downtown 
and are now invading 
Capitol Hill, Seattle's 
queer center. Residents 
and bystanders pore out 
of the bars and restau- 
rants, disbelieving that 
an occupying force has descended on 
their neighborhood. A passive mass faces 
down the police line and is pointlessly 
gassed. The crowd regroups and is gassed 
again. And again. School kids decom- 
mission a city bus, chasing off the driver. 
Two junior high boys try to steal the bus 
for a joy ride but can't reach the pedals. 

This day does end. Sort of. 

Day two. Wednesday. 

A nearly seamless and sleepless con- 
tinuation of day one. A crowd a couple 
thousand strong tries to enter the "no- 
protest zone" downtown to exercise its 
rights to free speech and free assembly. 
There are National Guard officers and 
riot cops on every corner. Some officers 
say they have been on duty for over 18 
hours. Backpacks, briefcases and people 
attempting to enter the downtown core 


are searched. Some individuals are ar- 
rested for wearing, "NO WTO" pins. 
Over 200 people are arrested en masse 
before they even reach the no-protest 
zone. Organizers, medics and people 
with radios are targeted. Gas masks 
are outlawed due to the "civil emer- 
gency." It's a felony to distribute 
them. Gas stations are instructed not 
to sell gas in containers. 

Toward evening, a large mass of people 
forms at the Pike Place Market, tourist 
central. Unwittingly, they've advanced 
into the area where Clinton's motor- 
cade is headed. No amount of brutality 
is spared. The cops fire gas into the 
crowd indiscriminately, radicalizing ev- 
ery shopper, shop owner, tourist and 
business person in the vicinity. People 
try to leave, but the crowd is run through 
a police gauntlet. Every exit is closed off 
by riot police; people move forward, but 
the cops keep gassing. 

Replay scene three. Riot cops move 
systematically through downtown, 
pushing people up Capitol Hill. Resi- 
dents take to the streets, screaming, 


"This is my neighborhood. People live 
here." Standoffs ensue. The police re- 
treat, establishing a one block perimeter 
around their own station. The crowd 
mills, advances, is gassed. Mills, ad- 
vances, is gassed. Mills, retreats, is gassed. 

The Capitol Hill standoff displays par 
excellence the ignorant quirkiness of 
American politics. The crowd of drunks, 
activists, neighbors and hooligans can 
agree on nothing. Fist fights break out, 
not between cops and crowd, but inter- 
nally. Activists who pull dumpsters into 
the road to stop the police advance are 
peacenicked and nearly beaten by vio- 
lent pacifists in the crowd. A Republican 
county councilman and his minions 
spend at least two hours trying to con- 
vince the mob to move back to the 
sidewalk so that he can make a political 


statement. In the end, just before the 
final gassing of the night, the crowd is 
able to agree on a message, and the eerie 
strain of Silent Night rises up to the 
heavens, accompanied by the percus- 
sion of flash bangs. 

420 has become a field hospital. An 
amazing staff of volunteer medics keeps 
the movement on its feet. Medics no- 
tice that the effects of the gas are vastly 
different than yesterday. They begin to 
research the possibility that the cops 
have used nerve gas. 

Word is filtering in about the hun- 
dreds arrested this morning. Apparently 
they are refusing to get off the buses, 
creating a huge headache for the pow- 
ers that be. Ultimately, cops pepper 
spray individuals on the buses to force 
them to move. 

Day three. Thursday. 

A friend has made a necklace of the 
instruments of brutality. Rubber bullets 
in three different sizes, wooden bullets 
stained with blood, plastic tubes (they'll 
shoot anything!). The centerpiece is the 
head of a gas canister. 

A press conference in the 
morning transitions into a 
2,000-strong march 
through town, stopping at 
various corporate crime 
scenes: Weyerhaeuser, 
Cargill, etc. The march stops 
at the King County Jail, 
where our compatriots are 
being held. 

After many hours of ne- 
gotiations with the mayor 
and prosecutor, the DAN 
legal team wins the right to 
meet with the prisoners, to 
have activists in solitary 
moved back into the gen- 
eral population and have 
those in need of medical 
treatment seen by doctors. 
A friend points out that 
not only have we succeeded in stop- 
ping a day of WTO meetings, we've 
shut down commercial TV for several 
days. There is non-stop coverage of the 
streets in Seattle and much of the West 
Coast, and frequent bulletins elsewhere. 

Day four. Friday. 

As the meetings wind up, Seattle bids 
adieu to the whole trade mess. Sign- 
boards in downtown read, "Bye WTO, 
It's Been a Riot." 

Toward evening three different ac- 
tions have spontaneously formed. Hun- 
dreds of people are sitting down outside 
the Westin Hotel. A group of six to 10 
are sitting down in the middle of the 
no-protest zone as dusk descends, sur- 
rounded by 60 or more riot cops. An- 
other crowd of 500 is sitting down 
outside the jail. Both the Westin group 



Police repeatedly assaulted nonviolent protesters with pepper spray, tear gas, 
concussion grenades and rubber bullets on both November 30 and December 1. 


and the jail group have decided to hold 
consensus meetings on how to proceed. 
The cameras love it. 420 is overwhelmed 
with requests for blankets and food. The 
community steps in where organizers 
no longer can, delivering pizza, bring- 
ing cardboard and blankets. 

Around 9:30 word percolates that the 
WTO meetings have reached an im- 
passe. The Caribbean and African del- 
egations are refusing to consent to the 
agenda. We all hold our breath until the 
11 o'clock news. The news announcer 
says, "A final candlelight vigil against 
police brutality met on Capital Hill to- 
night. They marched peacefully to the 
police station, where they left burning 
candles and boxes of donuts." Now, the 
delegate from the Philippines is talking 
on the TV. The African trade delegation 
is addressing the crowd. They say that 
what they've seen on the streets of Se- 
attle inspired them to stand up to the 
bullying of the overdeveloped world. 
The talks have ended in failure. 

The world will never be the same. 


Chemical Weapons Alert 

BY DAN MEDICS 

Direct Action Network Medical 
Collective identified symptoms con- 
sistent with exposure to neurotox- 
ins which disrupt acetylcholine. 

Symptoms includes pupillary di- 
lation with impairment of vision; 
rapid heart rate; new-onset high 
blood pressure; nausea; vomiting; 
diarrhea; abrupt or immediate on- 
set of menstruation; muscular 
twitches, dyscoordination; lethargy; 
confusion; and nocturnal halluci- 
nations. 

If you were exposed to chemical 
weapons during the WTO protests 
and have symptoms discussed above, 
please make a written, signed and 
dated account of your exposure, in- 
cluding details such as the location, 
date and time of your exposure, as 
well as the nature of your symp- 
toms. Send accounts to Physicians 
for Social Responsibility-Los Ange- 
les, (310) 458-2694; psrsm@igc, who 
are collecting case reports. 

If you have chemical munitions 
discharged during the WTO, please 
contact the above. Canisters of "CS" 
or "CN" (tear gas) or "OC" (pepper 

know 

To detoxify your body: - 

Scrub entire body with 1-2 cups of 
epsom salt or sea salt mixed with 
sunflower oil or water. Exercise, 
sweat daily and get a massage. Drink 
nettle tea. Abstain from alcohol, to- 
bacco, sugar and processed foods, 
for at least two weeks. Take colts- 
foot, mullein, yerba santa, hore- 
hound and/or grindella for the 
lungs. Take charcoal tablets, 1-2 
daily, or burn your toast. Eat lots of 
Potassium rich foods. Also eat plenty 
of steamed rice, mlso and root veg- 
etables. 

Long term detoxification: Milk 
thistle to regenerate liver- cells and 
eat plenty of kelp and other 
seaweeds. Call the ACLU, (206) 624- 
2814 or the Direct Action Network, 
(206) 632-1656 to report your pro- 
test-related injuries. 

Legal Support Update 

Donations are needed for the WTO 
arrestees legal support effort. Send 
checks to Direct Action Network, c/o 
CAN, POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145. 
Also check the website at 
www.agitprop.org/artandrevolution, 
or call (206) 632-1656. 

S •' > 
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AN INTERNATIONAL N30 ROUNDUP 

THE MOST BRILLIANT SUBVERSIVE COUP OF MODERN TIMES 


BY OSHAN ANAND 

May, 1968, Pam: Worker-student uprising brings 
France (Mid the world) ta the brink of revolution. 
"Rejecting all morality and legal restraint these cynics 
do not hesitate to advocate the abolition of work, total 
subversion, and a permanent worldwide proletarian 
revolution with unrestrained pleasure as its only goal, " 
judge condemning French students. 

May, 1998, London: Thirty years later. Reclaim the 
Streets (RTS) sends out a call for aglobal street party in 
order to create a “web of resistance stretching across 
the world" during the G8 meeting (annual meeting of 
the world's eight most powerful nations) in Birming- 
ham, UK. On May 16, cities across the globe party 
against power and profit. 

June 18, 1999, worldwide: A call from London RTS 
sparks riots, street parties, direct action and creative 
protest around the world. Grassroots movements in 


• Seoul: Three thousand workers, students and 
activists rally against the WTO. 

• Geneva: Two thousand farmers and 3,000 city 
dwellers march and rally against the WTO. 

November 27-28, France: Seventy-five thou- 
sand people in 80 different cities in France take to 
the streets protesting the dictatorship of the mar- 
ket and the WTO. Meanwhile, Jose Bove and 
other members of the French Peasant's Federa- 
tion protest with hundreds of others at a 
McDonald's in Seattle. 

November 29-December 1, New Delhi (India): 
Five hundred women and men from the 
Maheshwar area of the Narmada Valley arrive in 
New Delhi in order to participate in a three-day 
Dharna (sit-in) at Raj Ghat. Their actions targets 
the Narmada Dam and the WTO regime. 

November 30-December 3, worldwide: A group 
calling itself the "electrohippies" organize a "vir- 


a rocket propelled grenade from a passing van. Around 
8,000 left-wing union members and activists rally at 
the US embassy and near the presidential palace in 
Manila against Philippine membership in the WTO. 
Thousands of people also attend rallies in the cities of 
Bacolod and Iloilo in the central Philippines. Filipi- 
nos are also in the thick of the "Battle of Seattle." 
Thirty Filipinos are slightly injured including Uni- 
versity of the Philippines professor, Walden Bello, 
when police attack protesters. 

• Pakistan: More than 8,000 people demonstrate 
against the WTO in the city of Muzafer Ghar. 

• UK: Actions in a half dozen cities take place. In 
London people distribute leaflets and stickers de- 
signed to raise awareness against capitalism and the 
WTO. Students picket a bank to highlight globaliza- 
tion-induced student loan debt. Nigerians and Brit- 
ish environmentalists hold a street theatre "People's 
Court." A rally at Euston Station draws nearly 2,000 


over 30 countries on all continents work together 

against the global capitalist system (see 

EFIJ, August-September, 1999). ■ 

Mid-September, 1999, near Seattle : 

A radical group drafts a call for “a 
global day of action, resistance, and 
carnival against the global capitalist 
system" during the World Trade Or- 
ganization (WTO) Ministerial in Se- 
attle on November 30. The intended J ' 

common theme of N30 is that "the f| 
capitalist system, based on the ex- •'>*'. • ? 

ploitation of people, societies and s \’ ; ■ 

the environment for the profit of a r,, -■ . " . 

few, is the prime cause of present I i ’ * '* 

social and ecological troubles." 

November 4-December 3, Toronto 
to Seattle: An international, cross-coun- 4* \ 

try caravan stops in dozens of cities and 
towns, meeting with activists across the 
country, and working to raise awareness about the 
dangers the WTO poses to democracy, social justice 
and human rights. The caravan ends in Seattle joining 
the massive protest against the WTO. 

November 16, Geneva: Twenty-seven people oc- 
cupy the WTO headquarters. One group occupies the 
main hall and chains themselves to the main stair 
leading to Director-General Michael Moore's office 
with a banner saying "No Commerce, No Organiza- 
tion: Self-management! " Another occupies the roof of 
the building and deploys two huge banners saying: 
"WTO kills people — Kill the WTO!" and "Moore aux 
tyrans. " (This is a pun in French meaning “death to the 
tyrants" and "Moore belongs to the tyrants.") 


tual sit-in" of the WTO's 


special conference website 
restricting the 

I IH WTO from 
spreading its 
if global corpo- 
1 rate agenda. Or- 
||; ganizers say 
® "The whole 
event has been 
ig about a hun- 
|P dred times big- 
9 ger than we 
9 thought it 
<9 would ever be." 


One less London cop car 

November 30: 

• France: Eight hun- 
dred miners clash with 
cops, ransacking a tax 
office and burning cars 
in two towns in east- 
ern France. Thirty 
people chain them- 
selves to the doors of 
the Dijon Chamber of 
Commerce and a 
nearby bank. In 
Toulouse, people hang 
big anti-WTO card- 


Greetings are exchanged in London. 


people to support public transportation workers 
and to highlight the links between the free trade 
agenda of the WTO and the privatization of public 
transport in UK. Afterwards, protestors make an 
attempt to block a busy intersection, but confronta- 
tions with the police result in an overturned burn- 
ing police van, 38 arrests and several casualties. A 
pirate radio station replaces a yuppie one on 106.9 
FM across London until it is shutdown. 

• Netherlands: Police and press gather while over 
100 activists unfurl banners in the departure hall 
and demand free flights to Seattle so they can 
protest against the WTO. Three airline companies, 
which have a presence in the Amsterdam airport, 
are sponsoring the WTO summit. 

• Italy: A direct action group occu- 

! pies the headquarters of the "National 
Committee for Biosafety" in Rome, 
hanging banners against GMOs and 
the WTO. A permanent information 
tent is set up in a central square of 
Milan to educate the citizens about the 
WTO, the Narmada and Iloitz Dams, 
the prison camps for migrants, etc. 

• US: WTO demonstrations occur in 
cities across the US including Boston, At- 
lanta, Chalpel Hill, North Carolina, 
Morgantown, West Virginia and, of course, 
Seattle. Over 9,000 longshoremen in the 
West Coast were on strike closing down 
much of the commerce for the day. 

• Canada: Actions take place in 
Winnipeg, British Columbia, Toronto, 
in London. Ottawa and Edmonton. 


November 19, Athens: Ten thousand people pro- 
test a wide range of issues including world trade 
during a visit by Clinton. Retreating protesters smash 
scores of shop windows, firebomb more than a dozen 
banks and set fire to kiosks and trash cans, cutting a 
mile-long swath of destruction through a fashion- 
able shopping district. 

November 22-29, Turkey: Peasants, environ- 


boards on the main 

street, with anti-capitalist Santas giving rotten 
capitalist fruits to Toulouse's people. Some 5,000 
more people also protest in other French cities. 

• India: Several thousand farmers from all the 
districts of Karnataka march to Gandhi's statue in 
Bangalore. Representatives from KRRS (farmer's orga- 
nization), trade unions and others address the crowd 


• Germany: In Berlin a parade points 
out the consequences of globalization at local level, 
with mock slogans and fake banners crying for more 
order, more security and more police. Slide shows 
project on building walls. In Tuebingen 20 people 
perform street theatre in a shopping area and drop 
banners saying "Globalize Solidarity not the Economy," 
December 2, worldwide: As over 2,000 demon- 


mentalists, trade unionists and others begin a 
nine-day march in Corlu (northwest Turkey) . They 
march over 2,000 miles, ending at the capital 
Ankara on November 30. Visiting 18 localities, 
the protestors make press declarations and hold 
meetings to explain the attack on humanity and 
our planet by global capitalism. 

November 26, New York: A large crowd gathers 
erecting a two-story tripod for a street party against the 
WTO bringing traffic to a standstill in Times Square on 
one of the busiest shopping days of the year. 

November 27: 

• Washington DC: Activists occupy the offices of 
US trade representative Charlene Barshefsky demand- 
ing "essential medications for all nations." The TRIPs 
Agreement advocated by the WTO would make it 
difficult or impossible for poor nations to afford, for 
example, medicines for the treatment of HIV/AIDS, 

* Prague: Several actions at supermarkets includ- 
ing distribution of free food by Food Not Bombs, 
distribution of leaflets about WTO and globaliza- 
tion and some direct action takes place. Similar 
activities occur in other Czech cities. 


on globalization, the WTO and Monsanto corpora- 
tion. Meanwhile in Anjar (Narmada Valley), there is 
an anti- WTO demonstration with bullock-carts. More 
than 1 ,000 people from around 60 villages participate 
in the colorful procession, protesting against the anti- 
human agreements and institutions that are pushing 
India and the rest of the world into the destructive 
process of capitalist globalization. 

• Australia: Activists protest against the WTO out- 
side the Brisbane Stock Exchange. The Melbourne 
offices of public relations firm Burson-Marsteller are 
occupied, linking the spin doctors of consumerism 
with the neoliberal agenda of the WTO. 

• Portugal: About 300 march through the streets of 
Lisbon with giant puppets, blocking traffic. During 
different stops there is firebreathing, street theater 
and both the city Christmas tree and a McDonald's 
are covered with graffiti. 

• Philippines: Militants from a group calling itself 
the Proletarian Revolutionary Army shatter the win- 
dows and metal facade of Shell's multi-story, glass- 
fronted headquarters in the financial area of Manila, 
when they opened fire with automatic weapons and 


strate outside of a jail in Seattle where protestors are 
held, people around the world show solidarity. 
Some solidarity actions include protesters in Manila 
trying to force their way into the US Embassy and 
dozens demonstrating in front of the American 
consulate in Amsterdam. 

December 12, worldwide: Around 500 striking 
college students in Mexico City demonstrate at the 
US embassy. After speeches, a clash between riot 
police and students brings 98 arrests, 10 injured 
students and six injured policemen. The FZLN sends 
a press release out expressing their solidarity with 
the students and condemning police brutality. 

(This is but a brief overview of what happened 
worldwide in response to the WTO. Take a look at 
www.n30.org for updates and more information 
about the global day of action.) 

May 1, 2000, global revolution: The growing na- 
ture of international solidarity and protest is inspiring, 
and we can expect it to grow and become more 
powerful and creative. Everyone should take part in 
the next Global Day of Action: Mayday, 2000. See 
www.mayday2k.org for more information. 
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Beyond Shell's Qreenwash: 

fi Delegation Visits Ravaged Nigeria 


by Monica Wilson 


\ 


Shell is hastily trying to remake its image to that 
of a clean, safe, people-friendly and consumer- 
oriented corporation. Shell asks consumers: "What 
do you think?" about its environmental pledges, 
human rights promises and claims of commitment 
to eco-friendly energy sources. But Shell is really 
asking what you think of its image, empty prom- 
ises and ad campaigns; if the public knew what 
Shell was doing to communi- 
ties in Nigeria, in the United 
States and is planning to do in 
Chad and Cameroon, we would 
see that Shell is not what it 
pretends to be. 

In September, nine US activ- 
ists visited the Niger Delta, 

Nigeria's oil region, to witness 
the impact of multinational oil 
corporations on the land and 
people. We went to communi- 
ties suffering from pollution 
caused by nearby facilities oper- 
ated by Shell, Mobil, Elf (French) 
and Agip (Italian). We met a 
man who watched as Chevron 
helicopters ferried soldiers to the 
scene of a peaceful protest on Chevron's Parabe 
platform in May 1998; the soldiers proceeded to 
shoot and kill two of the protesters (see EF!J, Septem- 
ber-October, 1998). We met a women's group in Egi 
who told us their protests against Elf had been 
disrupted by people paid by Elf to attack the group. 

On November 10, 1995, Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight 
other Ogoni human rights activists were hanged for 
telling the world about what Shell did to the land 


those who suffer from resulting health problems, 
unemployment and loss of food sources. In ad 
campaigns and promotional literature, Mobil, Shell 
and Chevron claim to be responsible businesses in 
Nigeria. For example, Shell's web site lists numerous 
ways it has helped develop the Niger Delta, but 
visiting the actual places indicates that Shell's por- 
trayal is misleading. 

In the Ogoni community of Gokana, a hospital 
Shell claims to be supporting was in shambles. 



The message from Ogoniland is loud and clear. 

and people of Ogoni, an ethnic group in the Niger 
Delta. Four years later, Shell continues to spill, 
pollute, flare and deceive in Nigeria. 

Oil company pollution like oil spills, leaking pipe- 
lines and gas flaring harm the environment and 
wildlife of the Niger Delta. Shell's "clean-ups" are 
appalling: in Otuegwe, an underground Shell pipe- 
line spilled as much as 800,000 barrels of oil in 1 998. 

This past summer a visiting activist met people who 
had been hired by Shell to clean up the spill using 
towels and buckets. 

Shell's indignities to the people of Nigeria are not 
limited to oil spills and acid rain. A community in 
Umuebulu explained how Shell acquired land in 
their community, promising to build living facili- 
ties for employees but instead dug a large pit and 
began dumping noxious, presumably toxic waste. 

Nearby residents are experiencing skin rashes and 
other health problems they blame on the dump. 

The effects of this pollution on local populations 
is shocking. Oil spills spread and acid rain damages 
food, crops, plants and animals vital to local people's 
survival. Time after time the delegation heard sto- 
ries of reduced fishing stocks and cassava produc- 
tion after oil exploration began. 

Many communities ask Shell and other oil corpo- 
rations to clean up their pollution and compensate 


In Memory of the Ogoni Nine 

In memory of our beloved brothers and heroes who laid down their lives that we might live. On 
November 10, 1995 at 11:30 a.m. Nigerian time, Ken Saro-Wiwa, Dr. Barinem Kiobel, Saturday 
Dorbee, Paul Levura, Nordu Eawo, Felix Nuate, Daniel Gboko, John Kpuinen and Baribor Bera were 
hanged by the Nigerian dictatorship in conjunction with Shell Oil. 

"1 repeat that we all stand before history. I and my colleagues are not the only ones on trial. Shell 
is here and it is as well that it is represented by counsel said to be holding a watching brief. The 
company has indeed ducked this particular trial, but its day will surely come and the lessons learnt 
here may prove useful to it for there is no doubt in my mind that the ecological war that the company 
has waged in the Niger Delta will be called to question sooner than later and the crimes of that war 
duly punished. The crime of the company's dirty wars against the Ogoni people will also be 
punished.'' 

— Ken Saro-Wiwa, 1941-1995 


According to the doctor and nurse, the water bore 
hole and tank Shell mentions never worked. The 
patients have to drink from an open well. And the 
doctor explained that the drugs Shell provides for 
sale to patients are more expensive than the ones 
already available elsewhere. 

Shell lists the community of Iko as one of its "spear- 
head communities" for development. Yet in Iko there 
is no electricity, fish supplies are greatly reduced, and 
the storage facility built by Shell has 
hever operated. 

Environmental racism in the 
United States 

There is a perception in the United 
States that such disregard for people 
and the environment only happens far 
away. But environmental racism is alive 
and deadly here as well. Two American 
activists living near Shell and Chevron 
facilities who participated in the del- 
egation were surprised by the similari- 
ties between their daily lives in the US 
and those in Nigeria. Their communi- 
ties share the offensive smells, "booms" 
from flares that shake nearby houses, 
and corporate maneuvers to escape 
responsibility, such as dragging law- 
suits out for years. These communities have another 
trait in common: organized resistance to the multi- 
national oil corporations that are endangering them. 

In Norco, Louisiana, a predominantly African- 
American town renamed after the now-defunct New 
Orleans Refining Company, Margie Richard works 
valiantly to force the two Shell operations sand- 
wiching the town to clean up their act. Living across 
the street from a Shell plant, Margie knows all too 
well the cost when a greedy corporation holds 
almighty profits above the safety and health of 
surrounding communities. Henry Clark, director of 
the West County Toxics Coalition in North Rich- 
mond, California, lives near a Chevron refinery and 
is working to end toxic emissions and other threats 
to his community. 


There are many concerns about the pipeline. 
There is no assessment of the social and environ- 
mental impact to all areas that might he affected. 
Local communities have not been told about the 
risks to forested areas and the many rivers the 
pipeline would cross. The companies have not re- 
leased an oil spill management plan. 

Additionally, given the track record of Shell and 
Elf in Nigeria, as well as the history of human rights 
abuses and corruption in Chad and Cameroon, 
another nightmare like that 
in the Niger Delta seems likely. 
In an unexpected decision, 
Reuters reported on Novem- 
ber 10 that Shell and Elf have 
pulled out of the pipeline 
project and have left Chad, 
the World Bank and Exxon 
hanging. 

Shell, Chevron, Mobil and 
Exxon cannot continue get- 
ting away with putting prof- 
its before people. Many are 
standing up to remember the 
dead and fight for the living. 
As ties grow between com- 
munities fighting for environ- 
mental justice and corporate 
accountability around the world, they come closer 
to reining in corporations like Shell. 

. To get involved contact Lawrence Summers, head 
of the US Treasury and tell him the Treasury should 
recommend a moratorium on the Chad-Cameroon 
Pipeline to the World Bank; Department of Treasury, 
Secretary Lawrence Summers, 1500 Pennsylvania 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20220; (202) 622-2000. 

For more information contact Essential Action, 
POB 19405, Washington DC 20036; (202) 387- 
8030; mwilson@essential.org. 

Editor's note: Beginning November 20, Nigerian mili- 
tary troops occupied the Bayelsa State in the Niger Delta. 
Hundreds of civilians were reportedly killed by the 
military and thousands more displaced. According to 
Oilwatch Africa, the military refused to allow Doctors 
Without Borders to bring medical supplies to the village 
ofOdi, which was hit particularly hard by the violence. 


Welfare for Exxon, Shell and Elf: 
the World Bank steps in 

In Chad and Cameroon, Nigeria's neighbors, the 
World Bank is considering funding an oil pipeline 
operated by three of the world's largest oil corpora- 
tions: Exxon, Shell and Elf. Not only does this 
pipeline pose a threat to the people in its path, but 
if the World Bank funds it, there will be a frighten- 
ing example of corporate welfare using money from 
the US and other countries. 




SHELL’S HOSES KINKED 

Several anti-Shell actions taken to commemorate 
the executions of the Ogoni Nine happened in Brit- 
ain on November 10 along with a number of talks, 
video showings and the Movement for the Survival 
of the Ogoni People's (MOSOP) protests outside Shell 
and the Nigerian High Commission. 

In Stockport, activists from Manchester Earth First! 
hung banners from the canopy of a Shell petrol 
station while others blockaded the entrances. Cus- 
tomers were persuaded to go elsewhere and the police 
even began advising them on how to blockade more 
effectively. Police cars had effectively blocked the 
station anyway and the activists were told to move or 
be arrested. They didn't move and one was arrested, 
though quickly de-arrested. 

In Sunderland activists blockaded the Grindon 
Mill Shell garage, shutting down the pumps and 
talking to motorists about the company’s pollution 
and links to human rights abuses. Twenty people all 
but shut down a Shellstationm Norwichas they have 
done on November 10 for the last three years. 

Several different Shell stations in Leicester werehit 
by a roving team of three energised protesters switch- 
ing off the main fuel cut-off switch, locking pumps, 
ranting about the issues and running around with a 
banner saying "Get the Shell out of Nigeria." They 
also renamed Gallowtree Gate as ."Ken Saro-Wiwa 
Street" for the day. 

In London arovingteam of two shutdown a Shell 
station, two Texaco's and an Esso with great ease 
usingthe same master switch. Theserather effective 
10-second actions left forecourt staff completelycon- 
fused while blocking the entrances themselves and 
calling the head office for advice and the police for a 
shoulder to cry on. 
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Jhe Greater Satmon-Setway Ecosystem inters the (Here Millennium 




by Gary and Kristin 

As the clocks prepare to 
roll over to 2000, there is a 
question on everyone's 
mind here in the Gem 
State: Is the Greater 
Salmon-Selway Ecosystem 
Y2K compliant? 

The government bureau- 
crats are nervous: All spe- 
cies, rivers and mountains 
have not been tested. 

How will they perform? 

To ensure no shutdowns 
in ecosystem function, the 
bureaucrats are making ciearcutsin 
certain there is a fresh crop 
of meddlesome management projects 
in place to keep the Wild in line. 
Ecosystem management for forest 
health is having the same results — 
and is about as popular — as HMOs are 
having on the health of US citizens. 
Unfortunately for the bureaucrats, 
activists are vigilantly attacking their 
meddlesome projects, plus the head 
bureaucrat is telling them they may 
have to keep their hands out for good. 

Other questions of millennial im- 
portance persist: What kind of doctor 
is Mike Dombeck — Doolittle or 
Strangelove? Is ecosystem manage- 
ment an oxymoron or just plain mo- 
ronic? Is the fate of the grizzly grisly, 
and will steelhead still head for ex- 
tinction? And with that, we bring you 
the millennial update on the Greater 
Salmon-Selway Ecosystem. 

These are confusing times because 
there are some opportunities for real 
environmental gains, except Bill Clin- 
ton and/or the courts have to make 
the right decisions for those gains to 
be actualized. 

Confusing good news item one is 
that the Forest Service has now pub- 
licly stated that the remaining Cove/ 


the Tv/entymile timber sale in the Wing/T wentymile roadless area, 
in the South Fork of the Clearwater River drainage. 

Mallard sales (six of nine) won't go 
forward. It is simply too expensive to 
do so, plus, it's against the current 
road-building moratorium. Hooray! Of 
course, the agency could come up 
with some kind of logging-for-forest- 
health sham in the future but prob- 
ably won't for a while. 

Confusing good news item two is 
the announcement by Clinton (our 
hero) of a process that might protect 
some remaining roadless areas in the 
national forests. Idaho is the state that 
has the most to gain (or lose) from this 
process. Of course, citizens will have 
to demand, in force, that all uriroaded 
areas be protected from all damaging 
activities (logging, roadbuilding, ORV 
use, mining, etc.) in the public in- 
volvement process that is upcoming. 

Hopefully the final decision, if it's a 
good one, will survive legal challenges 
and political chicanery. 

Confusing good news item three is 
that the court case by Friends of the 
Clearwater, Idaho Sporting Congress, 

Ecology Center and the Northern 
Rockies Preservation Project against 
the Wing-Twentymile Environmental 
Impact Statement (the roadless Otter- 


Wing and Mackey-Day 
■ timber sales) is in front of 
the 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeals with the court 
waiting to rule on an in- 
^ junction. Of course, it is 
| contingent upon the folks 
| dressed in black robes do- 
ji ing the right thing. 

9 Anyway, that's enough 
| of that cheerfulness. 

| Not-so-confusing bad 
news item one is that the 
| Clearwater National For- 
= est, the northern part of 
the Big Wild, is hell-bent 
on logging and trying any 
excuse to justify it. The 
massive North Lochsa Face Project 
would log some 75 million board feet 
(the Cove/Mallard sales were projected 
at 81 million 


board feet), much 
of it from the 
North Lochsa 
Slope Roadless 
Area. Another 
huge project on 
the Clearwater 
would ostensibly 
log to create elk 
habitat in several 
roadless areas even 
though there is 
little justification 
that this project 
would benefit any 
wildlife. Of course, 
we all hope con- 
fusing good news 
item two (see above) helps in the ef- 
fort to derail the Forest Service from 
this insanity. 

Not-so-confusing bad news item two 
is that the National Marine Fisheries 
Service and other branches of the fed- 
eral government are leaning against 
recommending dam breaching as an 


Cove/Mallard Coalition — ten years 
of resistance in the Big Wild 


action to restore salmon runs to the 
Salmon, Clearwater, Snake, Grand 
Ronde, Wenaha and Imnaha Rivers. 
Science shows dam removal of the 
lower four dams on the Snake River is 
the only way to save Idaho salmon 
and steelhead from extinction. But 
nobody believed these agencies would 
do the right thing anyway, and it 
looks like more litigation will occur. 

Not-so-confusing bad news item 
three is that the Fish and Wildlife 
Service is barging ahead on an ill- 
conceived plan to release grizzly bears 
in the Big Wild, using a loophole to 
avoid giving the bears protection un- 
der the Endangered Species Act. The 
loophole can work as long as there are 
no remnant grizzlies present in the 
ecosystem. However, persistent, pesky 
reports that grizzly bears may still in- 
habit the area — reports the 
agency tried to bury and 
is now trying to dis- 
credit — may lead to natu- 
ral grizzly bear recovery, 
giving the bears the pro- 
tection they deserve. 

Until next time, don't 
forget to check your favor- 
ite ecosystem for its Y2K 
compliance. Onward into 
the new millennium! 

Friends of the 
Clearwater has been at the 
forefront of administra- 
tive and legal efforts to 
protect the northern flank 
of the Big Wild. For more 
information about FOC's 
forest watch program contact POB 
9241, Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882- 
9755; foc@wildrockies.org. 

The Cove/Mallard Coalition has 
been on the frontlines to protect 
threatened areas and can be contacted 
at POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 
882-9755; cove@moscow.com. 


Illegal Logging in Northwest Montana’s Kootenai National Forest 



Pictured above is a 1996 view of an area of old-growth forest said 
to have been " lost in the Studebaker fire" (cutting units 1 and 2). 
From the EIS's description of this area: “ The residual stands have 
few large diameter trees or down logs, and a greatly reduced basal 
area. The loss of these key old-growth attributes has eliminated the 
present value of the old growth habitat in the fire areas." 



According to the EIS, "There would be no direct effect to old growth 
from the salvage logging... Adherence to Forest Plan standards 
relative to old-growth and snag habitat assist in the avoidance of 
cumulative effects on old growth and associated species." 
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by Aaron Coffin, photos by Jeff Juel 

Three years ago Jeff Juel and four other activists 
locked down to a gate and hung a banner on the 
road leading to a fire salvage sale in the O'Brien 
Creek watershed, blocking trucks from hauling away 
old-growth trees ( see Earth First! Journal , November- 
December, 1996). These activists knew what lay 
ahead for this part of the Kootenai National Forest 
in northwest Montana. Juel, with the Ecosystem 
Defense Program of the Missoula, Montana-based 
Ecology Center, has followed up by releasing these 
revealing comparison photos, which expose fraud 
within the Forest Service's timber sale program. 

Not shown in these photos are the 10 miles of new 
road bulldozed into the steep mountainsides above 
O'Brien Creek to access the fire salvage sales, which 
probably cost hundreds of thousands of dollars. All 
paid for by you, the taxpayers, so that a private 
lumber mill, Owens and Hurst Lumber Company of 
Eureka, Montana, could make a profit. The Forest 
Service's involvement in the Studebaker Fire Sal- 
vage is one more reason why the Forest Service's 
ecologically destructive and fiscally irresponsible 
logging program in our National Forests must end, 
as mandated in H.R. 1396, the National Forest 
Protection and Restoration Act. The Ecology Center's 
photo series on the Kootenai fraud can be seen at 
their website: www.wildrockies.org/teci/forestfraud/ 
do-it.html. 

For more information on the mismanagement of 
the Kootenai National Forest or to find out what else 
you can do to help protect your natipnal forests, 
contact Jeff Juel at the Ecology Center, 801 Sherwood, 
Suite B, Missoula, MT; (406) 728-5733; 

j ef f j uel@wildrockies . org. 



This is a view of the main Studebaker Fire area, from across 


O'Brien Creek. Top is 1996, below is 1998. After the fire and 
before logging, the EIS said of this area, “ These are stand replacing 
bums that may be considered as an opening in regard to wildlife 
cover. These areas are considered low value as cover for big-game. " 



The Forest Service's justification for this atrocity was, "Where 
catastrophic conditions such as insects, disease or fire creates a 
condition whereby larger unit sizes will have no additional effect 
on wildlife habitat, larger cutting units may be used. " The FEIS 
also said, " Recreational users may be temporarily displaced during 
the salvage activities, but they would return to the area upon 

completion of the activities.'' 






Suburbia Threatens Wilderness 
at Florida ’s Cypress Creek 



Cypress Creek preserve (dark area), home to abundant wildlife, is a rare 
undeveloped haven in Florida. Local developers want to build homes, as 

well as a road through the preserve. 


by Adam Volk 

Local activists and groups 
such as Florida Consumer 
Action Network (FCAN), the 
Sierra Club and others are 
coming together to stop the 
destruction of one of 
Hillsborough County's last 
remaining expanses of pris- 
tine wilderness. This area, 
known as the Cypress Creek 
Preserve, is located in north- 
ern Tampa, between the apex 
of 1-75 and 1-275. Local de- 
velopers want to build 
homes, as well as a road 
through the preserve. 

Cypress Creek is a major 
tributary of the Hillsborough 
River, Tampa's primary 
source of drinking water. This 
development could very well 
foul Cypress Creek leaving 
its water undrinkable. Offi- 
cials' only response to that is the con- 
struction of a desalinization plant and 
a possible reservoir. Protection of the 
creek and the surrounding lands will 
help to ensure the availability of the 
water this system contributes to the 
river and the city's drinking water. 

The preserve contains more than 
6,000 acres of natural uplands and 
wetlands. The diverse habitats include 
pine flatwoods, hardwood hammocks, 
cypress swamps and wet prairies. Local 
planning and environmental agencies 
have designated the area a "Signifi- 
cant Wildlife Habitat." This ecosystem 
is critical to the survival of the healthy 
and diverse population of wildlife that 
inhabits the region. 

On June 26, 1998, a National 
Audubon site survey found 420 nest- 
ing pairs of birds. A total of nine spe- 
cies were found to inhabit the area, 
including the little blue heron, the 
snowy egret, the tricolored heron and 
the white ibis. These four species are 
considered "Species of Special Con- 
cern." Also found were five nests of 
the wood stork, an endangered species. 

All of these attributes mean that the 
Cypress Creek Preserve is too signifi- 
cant of an area to sacrifice to the 
'dozers in the name of development. 
While the area has been designated 
"Environmentally Sensitive" land on 
local growth management plans, 
(meaning it is inappropriate for devel- 
opment), Lennar Homes, Inc. will not 
let this stop them from building. 

Lennar currently owns the majority 
of the Cypress Creek ecosystem and 
also have government approved plans 
to build homes on the land. These 
plans were approved prior to adoption 
of growth management laws. While 
much of the wetlands will be pre- 
served, Lennar is exempt from the laws. 

Lennar is giving land to the City of 
Tampa for a major road network called 
the East-West Road. This road will 
connect Cross Creek and Bruce B. 
Downs Boulevards with 1-275 and 
Livingston Avenue. This will split the 
preserve east and west, and north and 
south, into four sections. 

In the past few years, the local Envi- 
ronmental Lands Acquisition and Pro- 
tection Program (ELAPP) has been 
working to acquire Lennar's property 


within the interstate apex. Unfortu- 
nately due to the lands high price tag, 
ELAPP has only been successful in 
securing the northernmost 2,000 acres 
of the preserve. The land ELAPP has 
acquired is a mosaic of wetlands and 
uplands. This land will provide shelter 
for the species in the area, but it is not 
enough. More habitat must be acquired 
to assure the creatures will thrive. 

Once ELAPP and Lennar finished 
their most recent negotiations, the 
City of Tampa began plans to locate 
the East-West Road directly adjacent 
to the land acquired by ELAPP. Doing 
so would bisect the preserve, destroy- 


ing the land and making any 
further land acquisition un- 
desirable. It would also open 
up all the land owned by 
Lennar to development. 

Despite testimony from 
many families saying the 
road was not the correct so- 
lution to traffic, the Metro- 
politan Planning Organiza- 
tion finalized its so called 
"Cost-Affordable" transpor- 
tation plan for the year 2020. 
This plan would place the 
road directly through the 
heart of the preserve, and 
bisect the West Meadows 
community. The price tag on 
this little project has been 
placed as high as $63 mil- 
lion, hardly cost-affordable. 

Mayor Greco, the Tampa 
City Council and the County 
Commission need to be made 
aware that the Cypress Creek 
ecosystem is far too important to the 
animals to sacrifice to the East-West 
Road and suburban sprawl. Further- 
more, they should look into alterna- 
tive modes of transportation such as 
rail, and, if they are going to build the 
road, they must find an alternate route, 
around the preserve. You can write 
Mayor Greco at 315 E. Kennedy Blvd., 
Tampa, FL 33609. 

Do not let Cypress Creek be taken over 
by the developers! 

For more information, contact FCAN 
at 4100 W* Kennedy Blvd., Suite 128, 
Tampa, FL 33609; (813) 286-1226; 
billn@fcan.org; www.fcan.org. 
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Protesters Target Toronto 

Free Trade Meeting 
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Activists from Action for Community and Ecology in the Rainforests of Central America 
(ACERCA) and Native Forest Network hung a 600-square-foot banner off the Toronto Metro 
Convention Centre where trade ministers of 34 Latin American countries (but not Cuba) were 
meeting on November 4, to discuss the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). The FTAA is 
the southward expansion of NAFTA and will encompass all of the Americas. 
International activists are worried that the FTAA will expand the disastrous effects of NAFTA. 
" While NAFTA has had horrendous effects for the indigenous and poor of the Americas and 
has devastated the environment, the FTAA has even fewer protections for human rights and 
ecosystems," said Orin Langelle, ACERCA coordinator. “We feel that if the FTAA is imple- 
mented it will not only be the death sentence for the rest of the indigenous peoples of the 
Americas, but will be the death knell for the environment and will widen the discrepancy 

between the rich and the poor. " 
The FTAA trade representatives from throughout the Western hemisphere hold in their hands 
the fate of the 755 million people who reside in the Western hemisphere. Their plan is to 
further liberalize trade within the region, threatening existing environmental, labor and food 

safety laws throughout the hemisphere. 
For further information, please contact ACERCA, POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402; (802) 863- 

0571; 864-8203 (fax); acerca@sover.net; www.acerca.org 
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Dam again threatens Bio Bio 

The last issue of the EF! Journal re- 
ported that construction of the Ralco 
Dam on Chile's Bio Bio River had been 
halted by Santiago Judge Mario 
Carroza. However, the latest ruling 
handed down by the Seventh Cham- 
ber of. the Court of Appeals renders 
ineffective the preventive ruling of 
September 8 and opens the door to 
restart construction. 

Work on the dam, which is opposed 
by the I’ehuenches and various sectors 
of Chilean society, has been stopped 
twice. The previous delay took place in 
1998, after peaceful occupation by op- 
ponents of the roads and the dam. 

According to lawyer Roberto 
Celedon, one of the three lawyers de- 
fending the Pehuenches in the trial, 
the petition did not meet the legal 
requirements. The principal lawyerfor 
power company Endesa is Pablo 
Rodriguez, a well-known supporter of 
former Chilean dictator Pinochet and 
former leader of the right-wing para- 
military group Patria y Libertad (Far 
therland and Liberty). In contrast to 
the court’s rapid action agreeing to 
Endesa's petition, it took more than 
two years for the courts to resolve to 
stop construction of the dam. 

Sea Shepherd ship sabotaged 

The Sirenian, a patrol vessel of the 
Sea Shepherd Conservation Society was 
vandalized during the night of Octo- 
ber 15 at its berth in Lake Union, 
Seattle, Washington. The engine room 
of the cutter was sabotaged, with guages 
smashed and wires cut. This occurred 
as the Makah tribe of Neah Bay, Wash- 
ington was starting practice runs for 
its next whale hunt. 

The Makah and Sea Shepherd have 
clashed since the blockage of the tribe's 
first hunt attempt by Sea Shepherd 
and other local activists last fall. Sea 
Shepherd says the US whale hunt is 
the only one in the world by native 
whalers in a member nation of the 
International Whaling Commission 
(I WC) without the recognition of "cul- 
tural and/or subsistence need for whal- 
ing” by the IWC, a violation of inter- 
national law and the federal Whaling 
Convention Act. 

Sea Shepherd is putting out a plea 
for funds to repair the boat. Contact 
them at POB 628, Venice, CA 90294; 
(310) 301-SEAL; (310) 574-3161 (fax). 

Wildlife killers revealed 

The names and addresses of New 
Mexico ranchers, businesses and other 
entities asking for government agents 
to kill wildlife on their properties at 
taxpayer expense is being revealed on 
the website of New West Research 
(www.new-west-research.org), under 
. the heading of "The Hall of Shame" in 
the War Against Wildlife section. 

After the USDA's Wildlife Services 
(aka Animal Damage Control) failed 
to respond to a request for this infor- 
mation, a Freedom of Information Act 
lawsuit was filed in March 1999 by 
attorney Richard Mietz. Over 2,000 
current "agreements for control of ani- 
mals" were turned over, which in- 
cluded showing animals to be killed 
and killing methods to be used. Doz- 
ens of agreements also called for ha- 
rassment but not the killing of san- 
dhill cranes, Canada geese, snow geese 
and other migratory birds. 

In fiscal year 1997, federal agents 
killed an estimated 10,500 wild ani- 
mals in New Mexico, mostly on behalf 
of the livestock industry, at a cost of 
$2,256,486. Animals killed include 
coyotes, bobcats, mountain lions, black 
bears, foxes, badgers, beavers, skunks 
and prairie dogs. 
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Millennium Wheel Jungle Gym 

ANTI-DAM ACTIVISTS TAKE TO THE MONSTROUS PLAYGROUND 


© by Richard Weyndling 

Editor's note: On October 25, eight ac- 
tivists occupied the Millennium Wheel, 
the giant ferris wheel on the banks of the 
river Thames, also known as the London 
Eye, in protest of the destruction caused by 
dam projects in Spain and India. They 
unfurled huge banners with the slogans 
"Stop The Dams!" "Free Narmada, Free 
Itoiz!" and "Let The Rivers Run Free!" The 
action is being taken by Basque environ- 
mentalists from the group Solidarios con 
Itoiz and activists from Narmada UK. On 
November 8, approximately 40 activists 
from theNarmada UK movement marched 
from Covent Garden to the Indian Em- 
bassy in London, to protest against the 
continuation of work on the mega dams on 
theNarmada river. These dams will make 
nearly one million people homeless — many 
of them tribal peoples who depend on the 
river and forests for their livelihoods. Plans 
for their resettlementare derisory and many 
end up vagrants in big city slums. The 
following article explains the underlying 
situation behind the protesters actions. 

When the Spanish protesters came 
down from the Millennium Wheel on 
the Thames last week, they were pleased 
but also dispirited. On the one hand, 
their action had captured international 
press attention; on the other, few people 
were much the wiser about why they 
had gone to so much trouble. Beyond 
limited awareness that they were ob- 
jecting to a Spanish dam, little is still 
known in Britain about the group. 
Solidarios con /toiz.(Solidarity with Itoiz) 
is a small group on the run. The eight 
people who came to London have all 
been sentenced to nearly five years in 
prison for sabotaging work on the Itoiz 
Dam near Pamplona in the Basque 
Pyrenees. They expect to be jailed in 
the next few weeks. If the controversial 
dam, Spain's longest running eco-pro- 


test, is ever completed, it will create a 
five-mile lake and flood three villages 
and two national nature reserves. The 
£500-million project has been con- 
demned by the International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature, 
criticised by the European ombuds- 
man and is now being investigated by 
DG1 1, the European Union's environ- 
ment department. 

The history of the protest is long and 
involved. In the spring of 1996, with 



the press watching, eight of the group 
used angle-grinders to slice through 
cables carrying concrete for the con- 
struction of the 135-metre-high dam 
wall. Building work was paralysed for a 
year. Having cut the wires openly, the 
group waited until the Spanish para- 
military police, the Guardla Civil, ar- 
rived to arrest them. They were then 
severely beaten and charged with kid- 
nap for disarming and loosely tying up 
a security guard who freed himself in 
minutes. 

The Itoiz project was conceived in 
the early 1970s to take water from the 


Pyrenees to irrigate thirsty fields fur- 
ther south via a dam and a canal. 
Water is a divisive issue in Spain where 
half the country suffers periodic 
droughts while the other half has wa- 
ter to spare. Large arable farmers have 
long been the Itoiz Dam's strongest 
backers. "The future of farming in the 
area depends on its completion," says 
Angel Eraul, president of the pro-dam 
Navarre Union of Farmers. But the 
people who live in the valley, like the 
protesters against the Narmada Dam 
in India with whom they identified, 
were upset, understandably, at the 
prospect of their houses and villages 
disappearing under water. In 1985, 
they had started a legal campaign to 
prevent the dam's construction. They 
had strong arguments on their side. 
The Itoiz valley is an area of excep- 
tional beauty and rich in wildlife, con- 
taining two nature reserves and a spe- 
cial bird protection zone covered by 
European Union regulations. Among 
the many wild inhabitants of the val- 
ley is the rare bearded vulture. 

Environmental protest is in its in- 
fancy in Spain. "The country has only 
just begun to experience rapid devel- 
opment and many people are still in 
love with motorways, high-speed trains 
and dams, " says Alvaro Blasquez of the 
group Ecologistas en Acciun. But in the 
Basque country there have been a num- 
ber of protracted campaigns, especially 
against nuclear plants and motorways. 
Officials have not been sympathetic. 
In 1992, brushing aside environmen- 
tal concerns and officially-sponsored 
reports questioning the economic vi- 
ability of the project, the government 
of the Navarre region started building 
the dam. The environmentalists re- 
sponded by going to court — and won. 
The Spanish supreme court judges ruled 
that the nature reserves could not be 
flooded and the project was drastically 


reduced in size, completely removing 
the dam's rationale. The European 
Commission also imposed environ- 
mental impact restrictions. But the 
Navarre government persuaded the 
regional parliament to remove the pro- 
tected status of much of the valley and 
carried on building. 

Which is where Solidarios con Itoiz 
came in. According to them, the need 
for direct action arose because "the law 
is in the hands of the people who want 
to build the dam. They only use the law 
when it suits them. The justice system 
doesn't work so we needed to apply a 
different kind of pressure," says Kris, 
one member of the group in Spain. 

Since its creation in 1995, the group 
has been using every possible means to 
grab media attention: sabotaging ma- 
chinery, hanging from lamp posts and 
perching on the roofs of government 
buildings. But it was the cable-cutting 
coup that finally halted construction 
and earned them nationwide recogni- 
tion, bitter official condemnation and 
the draconian prison sentences. 
Though accepting their sentences, the 
convicted eco-saboteurs were deter- 
mined not to go quietly. With the 
support of local MEPs (Minister of Eu- 
ropean Parliament), they held a press 
conference at the European parliament 
in Strasbourg earlier this month and 
followed that with their ascent of the 
wheel in London. They now plan to 
tour Europe and make as much noise as 
possible until they are imprisoned. Mo- 
rale is high despite the prospect of 
prison, according to Kris of Solidarios. 
"Five years is a long time, but people in 
the Basque country are used to going to 
jail for what they believe in." 

For further information contact 
Solidarios con Itoiz at 
solidarios@this.zzn.com; 
www.eusnet.org/partaide/solidarios; 
Itoiz campaign at 00 34 948 226128; 
www.eusnet.org/partaide/itoiz; 
Ecologistas en Action at 00 34 91 531 
2739; www.nodo50.org.ecologistas. 

This article was firstpublished as "Wheel 
Rights?" in The Guardian. 


by Cap'n Paul Watson 

This article is reprinted from the Yule 1 986 edition of 
the EF! Journal. 

Hold it right there. Before you begin to read my 
incredibly interesting narrative which follows, I 
want to get something straight. If you are a self- 
righteous tight-ass who gets morally indignant to take on provisions before heading to the Faroes. Our two merry eco-commandos then drive back 

about correct tactics, you know, the "I agree with At the same time, many pictures are taken, port to Reykjavik in the early morning. They go directly 

your motives, I just can't accept your methods facilities surveyed, security measures observed and to the three whaling ships tied in the harbour. A 

type" — if you are one of THEM, then do yourself a few crew tour the site of a whale processing plant fourth is in dry dock. Both men go through all the 

and us a favor and read Time or the Greenpeace 50 miles from the city... cabins on board the ships. On the third ship, they 

Examiner instead. This article does not contain October 15, 1986: Rod and David arrive in Reykjavik locate a sleeping watchman. A decision is made to 

scenes of excessive violence nor does it contain and book themselves into the Salvation Army Youth spare the third ship so as to avoid possible injury to 

sexually explicit material (unfortunately). It does hostel. Hey, our guys travel first class. They find the watchman. The wind is howling and the water 

however advocate the destruction of property be- employment in the local fish processing plant. There is choppy and the noise provided by nature covers 

cause, and pardon me for my old-fashioned ways, are more jobs than citizens in Iceland, so securing the activities of the two men below decks. They 

I believe that respect for life takes precedence over employment as a non-citizen is relatively easy. spend nearly two hours in preparation. The re- 

respect for property which is used to take lives. Three weeks were spent scouting the sites and deter- moval of 14 bolts from the salt water sea valve 

Let's get something else straight. The killing of mining the schedule of the security watches. They flange results in a massive volume of water spewing 
whales in 1986 is a crime. It is a violation of waited for an opportunity. into the engine compartment of the ship. The 

international law, but more importantly it is a November 8: A stormy day and night in Iceland. Rod other ship is dealt with in a similar manner a few 

crime against nature and a crime against future and David drive the 50 miles to the whale processing moments later. The third ship is cut adrift so as not 

generations of humanity. Moreover, whaling is plant. It was Saturday night and the watchmen went to be dragged down with the two now mortally 

a nasty form of anti-social behavior and an home in the evening, leaving the station abandoned, wounded killer boats. 

atrocity which should be stamped out. So, I The two Sea Shepherds break into the plant. The The crew then calmly walked down to the dock 
don't want any crappy letters about tradition, tools are there — sledge hammers, acid and, ah yes, a and drove to the airport at Kleflavik 30 miles away, 

livelihood, or Icelandic rights. couple monkeywrenches. The objective is to inflict as The ships sank within 40 minutes. The police 

With that said, we can get into the story. much economic destruction as possible. Both men discovered the results at 0600 hours. 

August 1985: The "Sea Shepherd" makes a stop apply themselves to the job for the next eight hours. At about the same time, our crew were stopped by 
in Reykjavik while on route to the Faroe Islands. The refrigeration machinery was destroyed, fol- a routine roadblock on route to the airport... 

We berth directly behind the Greenpeace ship lowed by dismantling of six diesel engines and de- To find out what happens next, order Yule, 1 986 

"Sirius." Across the harbour, we can see the struction of the plants pumps. Engine parts were from our back issues for $4, or order our almost 

Icelandic whaling fleet tied together. Our plan is dumped into the deep waters of the fjord along with complete set for $400. 


<S> 
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Raid On Reykjavik 


a collection of flensing knives and tools. The 
laboratory was demolished. The computers were 
trashed thoroughly and cyanic acid poured into 
the diskette files and filing cabinets. After eight 
hours, the plant looked like it had suffered a 
bomb blast. Damage was later. estimated to be 
about 1.8 million US dollars. 
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Villagers Occupy Pak Mun Dam 

DISPLACED THAI RISE-UP FOR THEIR ONCE-WILD RIVER 


by Shyama Shepard and Chainarong Sretthachau 

The Pak Mun Dam stands on the Mun River, the 
largest tributary of the Mekong River. It was com- 
pleted in 1994, making it the most recent hydro- 
power project in Thailand. This controversial dam 
stands 17-meters high and is the only run-of-river 
dam currently in Thailand. 

The project was built by the Electricity Generating 
Authority of Thailand (EG AT) and sponsored by the 
World Bank with a $54 million loan. EGAT was 
formed in 1 968 after the World Bank and the United 
Nations influenced the Thai government to create a 
national, State-owned power utility. Since then, 
EGAT has worked closely with the World Bank oh 
various hydropower projects. As with other large 
dams built in Thailand, the Pak Mun Dam was 
constructed during the dictatorship. 

This gave villagers little power to stop 
construction even though they were 
strongly opposed to the project. In 1992, 
before the dam was built, the Royal 
Fisheries Department identified 1 50 spe- 
cies of fish in the Pong, Chee and Mun 
Rivers. But the Pak Mun Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA), which was 
conducted by the largest EIA company 
in Thailand, stated that there were no 
valuable fish in the Mun River and that 
construction of the dam would not 
impact the fish in it. Villagers at Pak 
Mun and Thai non-governmental orga- 
nizations (NGOs) appealed to the dam 
builders to reject the EIA report and 
restudy the environmental impacts of 
the project before building the dam. 

Their requests were ignored by the gov- 
ernment EGAT and the World Bank. 

During construction, EGAT blasted a 
long stretch of rapids with explosives for the dam 
foundations and downstream channel. The area 
that they destroyed was known to contain a large 
amount of particularly savory fish that demanded a 
high price at the market. The dam also blocked the 
migration patterns of fish that swam from the lower 
Mekong upstream to the Mun River and its tributar- 
ies. Between 1993 and 1995, the affected villagers 
from Pak Mun marched upon and seized the dam 
several times, demanding that the government com- 
pensate them for the loss of fish during the dam's 
construction. During this time, many village lead- 
ers and NGO workers were arrested, and EGAT used 
violence to intimidate the villagers. By 1996, the 
government was finally forced to agree to compen- 
sate the villagers for their lost income and indeed 
their livelihoods. EGAT also stated that they would 
solve the fisheries problems by installing a fish 
ladder after the dam was completed. 

The $1 million fish ladder was EGAT and the 
World Bank's attempt to appease the villagers. They 
claimed that the ladder would allow fish to pass over 
the dam. In reality, however, the fish ladder only 
added to the fisheries problems. More than 16 
rapids as well as large areas of fresh water swamp 
forest were inundated by the reservoir after con- 
struction was completed. EGAT and the World 
Bank's miracle-cure fish ladder was a complete fail- 
ure. Only very small fish can make it over the ladder, 
and big ones that try usually injure themselves and 
fall back down. It does serve some purpose now 
though as protesters residing at Pak Mun sometimes 
use it to hang out their laundry. 

Between 1990 and 1994, nearly one hundred 
rallies, large and small, were staged by dam protest- 
ers. They began with a series of pre-dam protests, 
that — despite extensive media coverage, countless 
open letters to the Prime Ministers, a meeting with 
World Bank executives and many promises — still 
failed to stop construction of the dam. 

In mid-October 1994, the villagers staged a peace- 
ful rally on the front lawn of the Ubon Ratchathani 
City Hall for over a month. They had come together 
to demand fair compensation from EGAT for the 


loss of their livelihood. During the rally, demon- 
strators set up a farewell exhibition of their fishing 
tools, hoping to gain the sympathy of the authori- 
ties. After the rally, many donated their tools to the 
provincial museum, having no chance to use them 
again. In 1997, the villagers from Pak Mun took 
part in the 99-day Assembly of the Poor demon- 
strations in front of the Government House in 
Bangkok to demand compensation for the perma- 
nent loss of fisheries caused by the Pak Mun Dam. 
The villagers had several historic meetings with 
EGAT, the government and academics to try and 
resolve this issue. In the end, General Chayalit 
Yongjaiyut's government agreed to pay compensa- 
tion of 2.4 acres of land per family (15 rai/family) 
to each of the 3,080 fisherman families affected by 
the dam. On April 17 and 29 the Cabinet also 



The fish ladder that never worked 


passed resolu- 
tions to guarantee 
this compensa- 
tion. Sadly, how- 
ever, after Mr. 
Chuan Leekpai 
became Prime 
Minister, the 
agreement be- 
tween the govern- 
ment and the af- 
fected people was 
canceled. 

On June 30, 
1997 the Chuan 
Government is- 
sued a new resolu- 


tion stating that "no compensation will be paid to 
people affected by dam construction in the past." 
Mr. Thongcharoen Srihadham, Chairman of the 
Villagers Committee for Recovery of the Mun River 
and its Communities, had this to say about the 
project: "Before the dam was built, our livelihoods 
were supported by the Mun River. We did not need 
to pay for food because we could get everything 
from the river and the forest. After the dam was 
built, everything changed. The dam blocked the 
fish and destroyed the rapids. We became poorer 
and had no food from nature. Many of our relatives 
had to move to Bangkok to find work. Our families 
and communities were destroyed. Moreover, we 
started getting new diseases — the incidence of liver 
fluke increased by 50 percent, and we are very 
concerned about the blood fluke (schistosomiasis) 
because the snails which host this disease are in- 
creasing in number in the reservoir." 

Since the installment of the dam, there has been 
a dramatic increase in the amount of floating weeds 
in the Mun River and its tributaries that empty into 
it near the dam. These weeds cause itching and 
rashes. Before the dam many villagers would bathe 
in the river. Now if they try to they develop skin 
problems. The heavily weeded areas are an excellent 
habitat for snakes and disease-carrying snails, and 


the dense weeds make it impossible for the fisher- 
men to use their nets. 

The protests have continued. On March 23, 1999, 
5,000 disgruntled villagers occupied the Pak Mun 
Dam to demand compensation from the Thai gov- 
ernment and the World Bank. This was the final 
step. The villagers have settled near the dam and 
intend to stay indefinitely, until their demands are 
met. Eight groups of villagers affected by various 
development projects (including six dams) in north- 
east Thailand have joined together at Pak Mun to 
demand reparations from the Thai government. 
The villagers demand compensation because they've 
been left with no other options. Their real goal is 
removal of the dam. In a statement released on 
March 23, the villagers said: "We, the people who 
have been affected by development projects, have 
chosen to seize Pak Mun Dam because this dam is 
the, symbol of development, which has caused us 
serious social and environmental problems. We will 
fight until we have justice and the dam builders 
resolve our problems." 

The Pak Mun villagers are demanding compensa- 
tion of 15 rai of land for each of the 3,080 fishing 
families who lost their income because of the dam. 
This is what they were originally promised. If the 
government and World Bank fail to respond, the 
villagers are demanding that the dam gates be 
opened to allow fish to migrate upstream. The 
villagers also demand funding to correct and pre- 
vent the health problems they are now experienc- 
ing. Perhaps construction of the dam could be 
justified if the result produced was valuable. But 
Pak Mun is a relatively small hydro-electricity 

project, and its 
output could 
barely power 
one Bangkok 
shopping mall. 
This is what re- 
sulted f mi the 
destruction of 
a set of rapids, 
a unique fish- 
ery and a large 
fishing com- 
munity. It's 
quite obvious 
that Pak Mun 
Dam was a 
careless mis- 
take on the 
part of EGAT 
and the Thai 
government. A 
multi-million 
dollar mistake that the local communities and the 
environment are now paying the price for. 

In a letter sent to the World Bank on March 15, 27 
Thai groups stated that the dam "destroyed the Mun 
River, fisheries and the way of life of people at Pak 
Mun. The World Bank is responsible for the destruc- 
tion, cares only about itself and not about people, 
and that Pak Mun Dam is development only for the 
World Bank." 

The Pak Mun protest village currently consists of 
about 700 houses and 6,000 people. The people at 
Pak Mun have formed a strong community. Though 
the issues they protest may differ slightly, they have 
all come together to demand that their voices be 
heard. They have no plans of leaving any time soon. 
This December marks the 10-year anniversary of the 
first protests against the Pak Mun Dam, and this is 
a good opportunity for this issue to be brought to 
the international level. It's about time that every- 
one learns-of these people's historic struggle. 

For more Information contact the International 
Rivers Network, 1847 Berkeley Way, Berkeley, CA 94703 
USA; (510) 848-1155; 848-1008 (fax); irn@irn.org; 
www.im.org or the South East Asia Rivers Network at 
25/5 Moo 2 Soi Sukhapibam 27, Changkhien-Jed Yod 
Road, Chiang Mai 50300, Thailand; (66) 53-221157 
(ph/fax); searin@chmai.loxinfo.co.th. 
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The river once provided for the people of the area. 





Stopping the Betuwelijn 


by Frank van Schaik 

In 1 99 1 , the European Commission and Coun- 
cil agreed in the Maastricht Treaty on the 
T ransEuropean Networks (TENs), an enormous 
list of infrastructural projects to facilitate — if not 
encourage— the immense growth in transport 
of goods and people in Europe. Largely drawn 
up by the 43 biggest European Union (EU) 
companies, the list contains over 1 50 highways, 
roads, airports, high-speed rail lines/conven- 
tional rail, harbours and canals that are sched- 
uled for construction with an estimated budget 
of $420 billion until 2010. In 1996-97 total 
investment in the TENs was $40 billion, of 
which one third came from various EU funds 
and the European Investment Bank. The rest 
: came from national governments. 

In 1994, following a dip in construction, 14 
TENs priority projects were identified— projects 
that were viewed by the people in charge as 
being of extraordinary importance. Oneof those 
priority projects was the Betuwelijn, a 160 kilo- 
meter rail line which is supposed to run through 
the delta heart of the Netherlands, from the 
Rotterdam harbour to the Dutch/German bor- 
der. The name comes from the Betuwe, an area 
between the rivers which is famous for its fruit 
trees, river landscape and scenic beauty. 

Construction and preparation of building 
sites started in 1995, after a one-year circus of 
public participation. The government argu- 
ments for the railway line (increasing competi- 
tion, establishing "strategic connections" and 
helping the environment by replacing road 
transport) convinced the mainstream environ- 
mental movement to agree on conditions, de- 
spite doubts from local, freight and economic 
experts. Local towns and action committees 
were left very disappointed. 

These arguments have all proved invalid, and 
all the environmental organizations have 
changed their stance from "yes, as Toll}* as" to 
"no, unless." It now appears that if anything, 
the Betuwelijn will replace much more environ- 
ment-friendly water (river) transport. The con- 
struction of the line will displace thousands of 
people and cut through several natural areas. 
Moreover, the estimated 240 diesel trains per 


air pollution. Economic and financial experts 
have shown that the line will never be economi- 
cally viable, as construction costs continue to 
rise ($10 billion now— 250 percent of the origi- 
nal budget in 1993), and water and road trans- 
port haulers offer better deals. The fact that no 
private investor has shown interest is speaking 
bookparts (as the Dutch say). 

Finally, this September the Dutch Minister of 
Transport proposed to not build the so-called 
strategically important North Branch, originally 
planned for 40 percent of all freight traffic to 
Germany. However, the government has stuck 
with its decision so far and claims to see no 
reason to change its position. 

For a year and a half, GroenFronti (EF! Neth- 
erlands) has focused on stopping the Betuwelijn 
through nonviolent direct action. Some eight 
houses that are on the construction route have 
been squatted and actions have been done on 
building sites, construction offices, and trans- 
. port conferences, causing considerable economic 
damage and drawing attention from both press 
and national security services. Also, Friends of 
the Earth-Netherlands (Milieudefensie) has 
launched a campaign to "draw a green line," 
and included the Betuwelijn as one of the main 
examples of destructive infrastructure. 

Signatures are gathered for a (non-corrective) 


referendum, but more controversy and discus- 
sion are still needed. Finally, the question should 
be not howto facilitate growth, but if at all. 

For more information contact GroenFronti, 
c/o DWARS, Oudegracht 229 3511 NJ, 
Utrecht, Netherlands; groenfr@dds.nl; 
www.groenfr.huizen.dds.nl. 


U’wa Occupy Gibraltar- 1 TestSite 


On November 1 7, about 200 militant U'wa Indians 
occupied the Gibraltar- 1 test site in the Samore block 
in Northeast Colombia to prevent Occidental Petro- 
leum from drilling the area. 

The newest oil drilling was set to begin on land that 
is within 500 meters of the U'wa reserve (as designated 
by the Colombian government) but well within the 
traditional territory of the tribe. This area is estimated 
to hold only 1.5 billion barrels of oil, which would 
provide only three weeks worth of global oil. 

The proposed well site is a mere 300 meters from 
the U'wa community of Santa Marta, whichis reason 
to question the legal validity of the license granted to 
Occidental by the Colombian Minister of the Envi- 
ronment, Juan Mayr on September 22. The license 
was legally justified, in part, through certification by 
the Colombian Ministry of the Interior that there 
were no U'wa living in the vicinity between the 
wellsite and the community's legally delimited area. 

On October 12, in an amazing show of solidarity 
with the U'wa, events were held at Colombian consu- 
lates and embassies in 20 cities in 10 countries around 
the world to demand that the Colombian government 
and Occidental Petroleum cancel their plans to drill 
for oil. Actions included activists scaling buildings to 
drop banners, demonstrations, guerrilla theater, del- 
egations meeting with Colombian officials, letters of 
protest being delivered, teach-ins, a 24-hour vigil and 
a statement of solidarity from the communities of the 
Naramada Valley in India who are fighting to protect 
their land from being flooded by a mega-dam. 

This mobilization was in response to a call by the 
U'wa who threatened mass suicide if Los Angeles- 
based Occidental Petroleum drills on their land, 
saying that they prefer a death by their own hand 
rather than the slow death to their culture and 
environment that oil will bring. This demonstra- 
tion marks the 507th anniversary of European 
contact with the Americas and the resulting geno- 



cide of indig- 
enous peoples. 

As Occidental 
moves into the 
U'wa territory it 
will bring the 
military and in- 
evitably con- 
frontations. 

Occidental's 
Cano Limon 
pipeline, which 
runs through the 
northern part of 
the U'wa lands 
in Colombia, has 
been bombed by Banner drop in San Francisco 

guerrillas 600 times over the past 13 years, spilling 
over 1.7 million barrels of oil into the surrounding 
area. The government has militarized oil production 
and has been persecuting local populations it as- 
sumes are helping the guerrillas. Earlier this year, 
three American indigenous activists were murdered 
by leftist rebels as they worked with the U'wa. 

What this means for the U'wa is an intensified 
struggle against the consolidated power of govern- 
ment, business and, worst of all, oil. The lands can 
look forward to being pummeled, the water contami- 
nated and the people harassed by Occidental and the 
goons who protect its interests. In order to avoid this, 
as well as the necessity of fighting back as people did 
when Cano Limon was drilled, the U'wa and people 
around the world are demanding that the Colom- 
bian government follow its own laws and stop Occi- 
dental from drilling within the U'wa territory. 

For more information about the U'wa Defense 
Working Group contact www.portal.org; or the 
Rainforest Action Network at rainforest@ran.org; 
(415) 398-4404. 



Russian police have been arresting and interrogat- 
ing a growing number of environmentalists in a 
security crackdown that gained momentum after a 
terrorist scare in September. Police have interro- 
gated at least seven environmentalists this fall. At 
least one of them is still in jail. The environmental- 
ists are being questioned about their sources of 
funding and their links to Western groups. They 
believe the arrests are part of Russia's increasing 
anti-Western hostility and paranoia about espio- 
nage, especially among the KGB's successor agen- 
cies in the Russian security services. 

Vladimir Slivyak, a prominent anti-nuclear activist 
with ECODEFENSE! and Anti-Nliclear Campaign, who 
has received financial grants from the Canadian gov- 
ernment, was detained and questioned for 90 minutes 
last month after a bomb explosion in the Manezh 
shopping center in Moscow. Slivyak said that plain- 
clothes police detained him outside his building and 
forced him into a car, where they dangled a small bag 
of marijuana and threatened him with a three-year 
prison sentence if he refused to provide information 
on the bombing. "But 90 percent of the questions 
concerned my environmental work," said Slivyak, 
who was released an hour and a half later. "Ten 
percent concerned the terrorist act on the Manezh." 
"They wanted to pretend it had something to do with 
terrorism," he said. "First they declared that nuclear 
activists were spies, but that failed, so now they're 
changing their tactics and declaring us as terrorists." 

Another anti-nuclear activist, Alexei Kozlov, was 
questioned by police on September 7. And a third 
environmentalist, Yakov Kochkaryov, was arrested 
on September 6 and charged with drug possession. 
He is still in a Moscow prison awaiting trial. His 
lawyer says he signed a confession under duress, but 
recanted when he gained access to a lawyer. Four 
other anti-nuclear activists were questioned by po- 
lice in Yekaterinburg, and one of them had his 
apartment searched. 

The Federal Security Service (FSB), the domestic 
branch of the former KGB, has publicly declared that 
many environmentalists are Western spies. Former 
FSB director Vladimir Putin said that the FSB should 
keep a close eye on environmental organizations 



iO 

n 

sm 

gg 

uA ur* Jjps 


y 


mUK C w 


=r 

o 

5 

n 




6 


c 

o 



Russian activists at a nonviolent direct action training. 


because they are infiltrated by foreign spies. Mr. Putin 
is now Prime Minister of Russia. Anti-nuclear groups 
have become increasingly visible in Russia in recent 
years, holding rallies to protest nuclear energy and the 
importing of nuclear waste into Russia for storage. 

The crackdown on anti-nuclear activists began in 
1996 with the arrest of Alexander Nikitin, a former 
Soviet naval officer who joined a Norwegian environ- 
mental group and helped research the storage of 
nuclear waste from Russian submarines. He was jailed 
for 10 months on treason charges and is currently on 
trial. In his first trial, a judge ordered the prosecution 
halted for lack of evidence, but the FSB continues to 
pursue the case. Another former navy officer, Grigory 
Pasko, was the next to be arrested. Because he was a 
military journalist who wrote about the dumping of 
Russian nuclear waste in the ocean, he was arrested on 
espionage charges but was released after 20 months in 
jail. Police then raided the apartment of physicist 
Vladimir Soifer and seized some of his personal papers. 
He was researching the dumping of Russian nuclear 
waste and a 1985 accident on a Soviet submarine. 
Although he was never charged, police have refused to 
return some of the documents they seized. In the same 
month, a US student exchange coordinator was forced 
to leave Russia after the FSB accused her of collecting 
"secret environmental maps" for the CIA. 

Lev Levinson, an expert on the Presidential Human 
Rights Council, said reports of planted drugs have shot 
up in the past month. He said police just adapted 
methods from the '60s and '70s. "Then, it was manu- 
scripts of Solzhenitsyn typed on a typewriter," he said, 
"now, drugs are the most common way." 
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The Terror of Talisman Energy 


The Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) has continued to threaten oil 
production in the Bentiu and Adar areas of southern Sudan claiming that oil 
companies working in the nation are "accomplices to genocide." Talisman 
Energy, a Canadian oil company, has recently made investments in southern 
Sudan, which the SPLA claims enables the repres- 
sive Sudanese government to continue war and 
organized slavery against their people. After nearly 
16 years of fighting, more than 1.5 million people 
have died through war and famine. 

To follow up on their threats the SPLA Jjlew up 
a pipeline jointly owned by Talisman Energy 
and the state oil companies of China, Malaysia 
and Sudan on September 20. The SPLA said the 
attack was meant to send a message to the oil 
companies and the government that it will not 
allow oil to be exploited. The explosion led to 
the closure of a connected pump station and 
delays in the shipment of a 600,000 barrel cargo 
bound for South Korea. 

Oil companies first became involved in Sudan 
in 1978, when Chevron discovered a significant 
oil freld in the southern part of the country. Leery 
of the area's political instability, however, Chev- 
ron sold its oil rights to the Sudanese government 
in 1992. These rights were bought by Arakis 

Energy, which gained a 25 percent stake in the Chinese-Malaysian consor- 
tium drilling oil fields in south-central Sudan. In October 1998, Talisman 
purchased Arakis' stake. 

Talisman began operating the pipeline, which runs 994 miles from south- 
central to northern Sudan, last June and currently produces 150,000 barrels of 
oil per day and is looking to produce 500,000 by the year 2000. This allows 
Sudan to export large amounts of oil via the pipeline's terminus at Port Sudan 
on the Red Sea. At US $10 per barrel, that amounts to nearly $18 billion a year 
in oil revenues. 

The money from Sudan's oil production has allegedly already strengthened the 
hand of the northern-based National Islamic Front (NIF) which has been accused 
of waging a genocidal war against the Black, Christian South by Human Rights 
Watch and by the US Congress. 


Macram Gassis, the Catholic Bishop of Sudan, links the survival of his 
people with the cessation of oil production. "If the oil is pumped, we are 
finished. The Sudanese government will then be able to buy the weapons to 
wipe us out completely. Why are Western companies aiding in this pipeline 
project? No human life, no innocent Sudanese life, should be sacrificed to 
the pursuit of this oil money." 

The US government banned trade with Sudan in 1997 because of human 
rights violations, but Talisman is still openly traded on the New York Stock 
Exchange. Talisman and the other companies are not only providing cash to the 
government but also providing incentive for genocide. With pressure from the 
Boston, Massachussetts-based American Anti-Slavery Group, the US has begun 
to-lead an international divestment campaign of the area, with many members 
of Congress recently speaking out. 

The rich southern oil fields are home to indigenous people, most notably the 

Dinka. The only way that oil companies can get the 
oil is by removing the people. Talisman has already 
begun a partnership with the Sudanese govern- 
ment. Jesse Sage, associate director of the American 
Anti-Slavery Group, reports that in June, 1,200 
Sudanese troops backed by tanks and planes de- 
■§. stroyed villages near the Talisman Unity oil field. In 
I other raids, men have been killed and women and 
I children carried off into slavery. Buy and sell slayery 
I is still common in this north-central African nation. 
§ Jim Buckee, the CEO of Talisman , has said that 
| without his corporation's investment in the 
3 Sudanese economy, "the alternative is stagna- 
tion." While officials at Talisman claim that 
| their investments are being used for the eco- 
| nomic benefit of all of Sudan, Sudanese officials 
n freely state that the money that the companies 
1 pour into the country enables the government 
to continue the slaughter. Parliament Speaker 
Hassan Turabi has said that oil revenues would 
be used in the construction of weapons factories. Bishop Gassis reprimands 
Talisman. "It is a pity that some in the West still adore the golden calf, but do 
not see the suffering of their brothers and sisters in Sudan." 

- — from EF! Journal and Drillbfts and Tailings, September 8, 1 999 



Russian Pledge to Halt Nuclear Dumping 
Seeij as Little Cause for Optimism 


K? 


by Sergei Blagov 

A Russian regional boss has promised to stop 
dumping nuclear waste off the coast of the country's 
Far East, but environmentalists argue that the reso- 
lution of the problem is a long way off. Russia will 
never dump radioactive waste in the Pacific Ocean, 
the Primorie region Governor Yevgeny Nazdratenko 
has promised his Japanese counterparts. But ex- 
perts say the cash-strapped Russian government 
simply does not have the money to properly dis- 
pose of nuclear waste and the country's old nuclear 
subs. Once upon a time it was seen as a nuclear 
Armageddon, but now the fleet of Soviet-built 
nuclear submarines is rusting, posing a threat of 
radioactive leaks. 

Until 1990, the Soviet Navy routinely dumped 
radioactive waste. There were 13 areas of nuclear 
waste dumps in Arctic seas and 10 areas in Far 
Eastern waters, according to Russian environmen- 
talists Alexander Emelianenkov and Andrei 
Zolotkov. Their data suggested that between 1964 
and 1991 the former Soviet Union dumped 4,900 
containers with solid nuclear waste in Arctic seas 
and 6,868 containers in the Pacific. Furthermore, 
the Russian Navy sank a total of 57 vessels with 
nuclear waste. Sixteen decommissioned reactors 
also were sunk, including six with remaining 
unloaded fuel. 

The Russian Navy contin- 
ued the practice of 



dumping 
liquid 
nuclear 
waste in 
the Far 
East un- 
til Japan 
agreed to as- 
sist in a waste disposal project. Since the Soviet 
collapse in 1991, the US and other countries have 
provided sizable funding to help Russia dismantle 
and destroy its weapons of mass destruction, in- 
cluding aid to scrap subs. Russia has set up a cleanup 
body that receives aid from the US and Norway to 
dismantle the subs in a safe way at Arkhangelsk, 
some 300 kilometers south of the Arctic Circle. 
Russia has signed a nuclear safety declaration, aim- 
ing to reach a binding multilateral agreement to 
clean up its huge accumulations of nuclear waste. 
The pact was signed by foreign ministers of the so- 
called Barents Euro Arctic Council, which gathered 
the Nordic region nations. Eighteen nuclear subma- 
rines will be dismantled next year, and new tech- 
niques are being developed to speed up the process, 
the Associated Press reported November 16. 

However, it remains a tricky task to get answers 
in Russia as to how overseas aid is actually being 
spent. When naval journalist Grigory Pasko 
started investigating the alleged disappear- 
ance of $100 million that Japan gave 
Russia to stop dumping nuclear 
waste at sea, he was charged with 



treason. 
Pacific Fleet 
Captain Pasko, who ed- 
ited a local military newspaper 
and worked part time for a Japanese televi- 
sion channel providing Japanese media with in- 
formation on the Navy's nasty practice of dump- 
ing nuclear waste at sea, spent about two years in 
detention. Last July he walked out of the court 
room a free man under amnesty. 

Pasko insisted the Federal Security Service (FSB), 
the principal successor to the KGB, wanted to cover 
up the story. Of Russia's 150 nuclear submarines 
decommissioned, so far only 16 have been prop- 
erly dismantled, and form reactors of 42 subs spent 
fuel have been simply unloaded, according to 
Vladimir Goman, former head of the parliamen- 
tary committee on northern Russia, who now chairs 
the Federal Committee on northern Russia. 

Nonetheless Japanese Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi 
has promised another $200 million in aid to Russia 
for the dismantling and scrapping of decommis- 
sioned Russian nuclear submarines in the Far East 
during a recent G-7 summit in Cologne, Germany. 

"It would be naive to think that the designers of 
nuclear reactors did not know about the dangers of 
handling the waste," said Vyacheslav Perovsky, re- 
tired Navy captain who now works with Energy 
Technology research center in St. Petersburg. "I think 
the masterminds of the Soviet nuclear naval pro- 
grams intentionally ignored the problem of dispos- 
ing waste and old reactors. Probably, they decided — 
just from- the beginning — to dispose by sinking old 
subs into the ocean," he said. According to Goman, 
the proper disposing and reprocessing of all the subs 
and waste accumulated in Russia is likely to cost up 
to $100 billion. 
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Documentary about Julia 
Butterfly wins prize 

The 20-minute documentary, 
LUNA — The Stafford Giant Tree-Sit 
won a prestigious award at the 
Okomedia International Festival of 
Ecological Films in Freiberg, Ger- 
many, on October 10! The Hoimar 
von Difurth Prize for "the best jour- 
nalistic portrayal of ecological prob- 
lems for children and young people" 
was presented to director James 
Ficklin. 

LUNA is the story of Julia Butterfly's 
first two months of living in an an- 
cient giant redwood tree to prevent it 
from being cut down by Pacific Lum- 
ber Company. James Ficklin's other 
documentary Fire in the Eyes was also 
featured in the festival, though it did 
not receive an award. It was the sub- 
ject of many discussions as it shocked 
viewers from around the world with 
its images of police brutality against 
non-violent Earth First! activists in 
Humboldt County, California. 

AgrEvo— a call to action 

The AgrEvo company is currently 
planping to spread genetic pollution 
iri the UK on an unprecedented scale. 
Of 24 genetically modified organism 
(GMO) release sites, 23 belong to 
AgrEvo (and its subsidiary PGS). They 
are scattered all over the country. 



als that were successfully fought by 
campaigners during the summer. 

At the recent gathering of anti-GM 
activists in Totnes, Devon, AgrEvo 
was identified as one of the key tar- 
gets for the next stage in the genetics 
campaign. A free briefing sheet has 
been produced by Corporate Watch — 
giving details of company locations, 
activities and structure. Activists will 

- V . 

be focusing on its field sites, offices 
and on persuading its investors to 
take their money elsewhere. AgrEvo 
will be renamed Aventis Crop Sci- 
ence, and will be owned by Aventis — 
which, when formed, will be the 
world's biggest "life sciences" com- 
pany. With annual sales of £12 bil- 
lion, Aventis will tower over 
Monsanto, Novartis and Dupont. 

For more information contact Cor- 
porate Watch, 16b Cherwell Street, 
Oxford 0X4 1BG (please send SAE 
for 45p); + 44 (0) 1 865 791391 (phone/ 
fax); mail@corporatewatch.org; 
www.coporatewatch.org. For winter 
AgrEvo test site locations, contact 
GenetiX Snowball at 0161 834 0295; 
genetixsnowball@onet.co.uk or Ge- 
netic Engineering Network at 0181 
374 9516; geneticsl@gn.apc.org. 
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Salmon and bass surge 
after dam is demolished 

Atlantic salmon have returned to 
the waters of Maine's Kennebec River 
above the site of a 162-year-old dam 
that was recently torn down to allow 
the fish to swim upstream. Striped 
bass have also returned in very large 
numbers. The stripers have been feed- 
ing on alewives that have also swum 
upstream from the Atlantic. 

The removal of the 24-foot high 
Edwards Dam was ordered in 1 997 by 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Com- 
mission for the good of the environ- 
ment. The dam was about 40 miles 
from the Atlantic, 917 feet long and 
blocked salmon, shad herring and 
other fish from sw g to their 

spawning grounds. The Kennebec 
River has also been cleaned up sig- 
nificantly. 






Potent Mixture of Creativity: 

Eagle Sit Nests in for Winter 


by Leprechaun 

A thick blowing mist envelops me, ob- 
scuring my view of everything but the near- 
est trees. It feels almost eerie as I rock back 
and forth suspended as though floating in 
the fog. Lounging in a framed cargo net 
covered with tarps, I examine the rigging 
suspiciously. Clipped off to my right is a 
nest of cable and nylon nooses. Six shoe- 
stringsized cords splay out downwards into 
an elaborate spider web of tiny supports. 
Peering through the nettingmy vision swoops 
seventy feet down to cold hard pavement. I 
wonder if I could survive such a fall. The 
engineer's words are fresh in my mind — "It 
doesn't look completely safe." I observe. 
"It's completely safe unless they try to 
manipulate it," he explains. "And if they 
do?" I ask. He pauses... 

Six miles up Forest Service road 4615, 
in Oregon's Mt. Hood National Forest, 
sits a 580-acre parcel of roadless 
area. It is home to rare plants and 
animals and supplies drinking wa- 
ter to Portland area residents. Block- 
ing logging access to this pristine 
virgin forest is an alien matrix of 
thin ropes that we call the "Pod." 
Erected on July 11, it is our latest 
effort to prevent the Forest Service 
from transforming our dwindling 
native forests into a giant timber 
management experiment. The Pod 
is a delicate intersection of imagina- 
tion, calculation and fragile human 
life. It is designed to defend against 
climbers and cherry pickers, and is 
fully supplied to withstand a siege. 

The Pod requires no road damage, 
consumes minimal resources and 
puts only one activist at risk. It also 
holds the distinction of being a 
road blockade the Forest Service has 
publicly admitted they cannot re- 
move. The rigging is complex but 
the tactic is as simple as it is severe: 

If they mess with the structure, the 
activist dies. 

This year at the Eagle timber sale 
we have begun exploring exciting 
new possibilities for nonviolent di- 
rect action forest defense. Utilizing a 
potent mixture of creative structures 
and savvy media management, we have 
put the Forest Service on the defensive. 
In early March we built Sunset, a large 
treesit 160' up a giant Douglas fir. We 
chose the location to publicize the dis- 
crepancy that exists between the Forest 
Service paperwork description of the 
forest and its actual characteristics. In 
dispute is the Environmental Impact 
Statement's claim that the harvest area 
contains no old-growth forest. In stark 
contrast to the description is Sunset 
Grove (unit 2). When confronted by 
reporters, the Forest Service was forced 
to admit that the massive trunks were 
indeed, old-growth trees. We like to 
joke that the sit can't be illegal because 
technically the tree doesn't exist. 

Our next defense debuted on the road 
to prevent the imminent logging of 
Unit 5 (roughly 20 acres). On April 31 
we erected Launchpad, a 30-foot bipod 
connected to a 70-foot suspended plat- 
form. The whole thing was tied off to a 
gate that the Freddies had closed to 
isolate the treesit, preventing them form 
reopening it. Ha! This structure stumped 
the Forest Service for two weeks, until 
finally, they successfully lowered the 
structure. The media and public were 


barred from the scene and two activists 
arrested, one whom was very nearly 
killed during the dangerous extrica- 
tion. Within a week Unit 5 was cut and 
with it, the thirteenth known Oregon 
habitat of an extremely rare mush- 
room destroyed. 

That's where the idea for the Pod 
evolved. Aerial blockades such as the 
Pod impede access directly but also serve 
to promote a larger strategy. By erecting 
a wholly defensible barrier we send a 
clear message to the Forest Service: "Here 
we are, were not going to hide in the city 
and be quiet, this road is ours now and 
you have to deal with us." The goal is to 
provoke conflict, to ignite public de- 
bate, to get noticed. 

Without our own private skywriting 
airplane, we've had to recruit the mass 
media (groan). I would compare main- 
stream media relations to the art of 


deadly snake charming. Keep them en- 
chanted and you're a magician, screw 
up and you're dead. We've worked very 
hard to use the media to our advantage, 
with mostly positive results. The pro- 
cess usually works something like this. 
First we antagonize the Freddies on our 
terms. Next we entice the media to 
come witness the mayhem. Finally we 
unleash our secret weapons, Cascadia's 
brightest, a few choice individuals who 
are calm, intelligent, knowledgeable and 
capable of looking a TV camera in the 
eye without flinching. The value of 
such people cannot be overestimated. 
I remember watching the glowing box 
in delight as Cascadia Forest Alliance 
spokespeople thoroughly embarrassed 
the Forest Service puppets on the 
nightly news! Magnificent. Call us 
media sluts if you will, but in a very real 
way our safety is dependent upon our 
visibility. The constant threat of news 
coverage keeps the Forest Service from 
violently attacking us. 

Our field campaign is only one front 
of a much larger battle that has been 
raging over Eagle for the last four years. 
Sold under the infamous 1995 Salvage 
Rider (and thereby exempt from legal 
challenges) the Eagle sale is a perfect 
example of forest management gone 


completely insane. Yet, despite over- 
whelming opposition the Forest Ser- 
vice continues to push the cut. Wield- 
ing federal authority, it appears they 
intend to see the trees fall no matter 
who objects. 

Whatever they believe, some things 
are certain: We won't back down; we 
won't be silenced; and we're not leav- 
ing. With less than three percent of our 
undisturbed natural forest left in Or- 
egon, every last tree in precious. The 
Eagle sale is a rare example where envi- 
ronmentalists, politicians and loggers 
agree. The only ones who don't seem to 
get the message is the Forest Service. 

True to form, the Forest Service has 
issued a waiver to allow year-round 
logging at Eagle, with a specific order 
to cut Sunset Grove (the area of our 
treesits) the moment we leave regard- 
less of the season or weather condi- 
tions. This order blatantly violates 
their own seasonal operating 
guidelines, proving our point that 
much further. We are demanding 
that this waiver be revoked and 
the Eagle sales be put on hold 
while President Clinton's roadless 
area policy is being developed. 
Unless this happens we plan to 
occupy our treesits throughout the 
winter, isolated by deep snow. 
Soon the drifts will be deep enough 
on the upper road to replace the 
Pod sealing off the roadless area. 
Come next spring we plan to stand 
ready, bigger, better, badder. Dur- 
ing the last seven months we have 
shown that it is indeed possible to 
| beat the Forest Service. We've out- 
1 witted them and outtalked them. 

c 

t We have proven that a tiny group 
g> of activists (sometimes as few as 
| two people) can hold the defores- 
tation juggernaut at bay. Ulti- 
mately, our success will depend 
on our ability to act with swift- 
ness, decisiveness and unity. To 
fight effortlessly with passion and 
courage and to embrace the ways 
of strategy is ©ur challenge and we 
will meet it. The forests of Eagle Creek 
will not fall. 

Wrought of necessity, efficiency has 
become our creed. Yet, no matter how 
efficient our action becomes, the fact 
is we are desperately understaffed and 
underfunded. Activists, philanthro- 
pists, we need your help to realize our 
visions of saving Eagle Creek. When it 
comes to the wise use of limited re- 
sources, we guarantee that Eagle gives 
you the most bang for your buck. 
Finally, I would like to thank all of the 
people who helped make Eagle a suc- 
cess this summer. Special thanks to 
Finn and Squirl for getting arrested on 
behalf of the rest of us. 

For further information and directions 
contact the Cascadia Forest Alliance POB 
4946, Portland, OR 97208; (503) 241- 
4879; eagleaction@hotmail.com. 

Editor's note: With the arrival of winter 
snows and the assurance that no logging 
will take place, the defenders of Eagle 
have dismantled the Pod while focusing 
their ehergy on the treesi tin Sunset Grove. 
The president's recentroadless announce- 
ment may affect the threatened area. 
"Clinton's proposal gives the US Forest 
Service a chance to honorably cancel the 
Eagle timber sales, " said Ivan Maluski of 
Cascadia Forest Alliance. 
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Buffalo Field Campaign is the 
only group working in the 
field every day 
to stop the slaughter 
of Yellowstone's wild Buffalo. 

Buffalo Field Campaign 
volunteers defend the buffalo 
on their traditional winter 
habitat and advocate for their 
protection. Our daily patrols 
stand with the herd and the 
ground they choose to be on, 
and document every move 
made against the buffalo. 



Come to Yellowstone and fight for the Cause! 





i Buffalo 

Field Campaign 

PO Box 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758. 
1-406-646-0070; fax: 1-406-646-0071 
buffalo@wildrockies.org; http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo 


\olunteer for the Buffalo! 

By Tiffany Brown 

Despite an unusually mild Montana fall, winter is coming. When the snow flies 
this season, the struggle will resume between activists working to protect the 
Yellowstone buffalo and the Montana Department of Livestock (DOL). Since the winter 
of ’96-’97 the DOL has sought to slaughter migrating buffalo entering Montana, 
because of the fear of brucellosis being spread to cattle. The state’s fears are based 
solely on speculation. Cattle and bison use these public lands at different times of the 
year, and there has never been a documented case of brucellosis being transmitted 
from buffalo to cattle in the wild. The buffalo and your fellow activists need your 
help. 

In a recent editorial distributed to newspapers throughout the region, the 
Montana Department of Livestock announced their intention to continue the slaughter 
of migrating buffalo from Yellowstone National Park. The agency went so far as to 
compare expectations of the coming winter with that of ’96-’97, when it slaughtered 
nearly 2,000 buffalo. 

The Buffalo Field Campaign has grown and activists are re-grouping in West 
Yellowstone. A core of dedicated volunteers is gathered, but we still need experienced 
activists to join us for the winter. The dynamics of the Buffalo Field Campaign are 
unique. We are in the backcountry patrolling the boundaries of Yellowstone N.P. and 
bordering areas everyday, all winter. We are part of the small town Montana commu- 


nity of West Yellowstone and receive tremendous local support. 

Winter along the border of Yellowstone National Park is a world of white silence; 
sprawling snow-filled valleys whisper intimately, separating all pasts and any future. 
One’s breath and ski stride are the only sound to accompany contemplation. But fear 
and anger can invade instantly. 

The State of Montana maintains a buffalo capture facility adjacent to the park 
boundary. The facility, used to bait wild buffalo for capture and slaughter, is situated 
on private property owned by Dale Koelzer. Koelzer, a buffalo hating old man, leases 
additional buildings and basement space to the DOL enabling them to facilitate their 
winter extermination of the remaining North American wild buffalo. 

After BFC volunteers found and reported a mutilated buffalo carcass on the park 
boundary FW6LP officials questioned Dale Koelzer. Koelzer denied having any 
information or involvement with the poaching of the bull bison. He later called the 
Montana State Veterinarian, who works closely with the Dept, of Livestock, at home to 
confess his crime. Koelzer has recently been charged with three misdemeanors for 
poaching a bull bison on his land. After severing the head, hide and genitalia, Koelzer 
dragged the carcass to the park boundary and left it for the bears. Though it is illegal 
to bait grizzlies, a threatened species, Koelzer has not been charged for this. 

Recently at the DOL headquarters in Helena, Montana protestors demanded that 
the state cancel all contracts with criminals. Their demonstration made no wake in 
heed of the cattle industry’s political and economic influence in the state. The 
Department of Livestock is carrying on with their intentions for this winter’s slaughter. 
Koelzer fucked up and has given us a golden opportunity to demand that all contracts 
between he and the State of Montana be terminated. We need help. It is our pres- 
ence, voices and actions that can force compliance. 

Winter is coming and volunteers are rallying, but we need you, too. We must 
continue to be seen and heard, and we must continue to educate and activate our 
defense of the wild buffalo. 




The Buffalo Field Campaign 

(formerly Buffalo Nations) 

Buffalo Field Campaign is the only group working 
on the ground, everyday, to stop the indiscriminate 
slaughter of the Greater Yellowstone buffalo herd. 
Volunteers from around the world stand with buffalo 
who range outside of Yellowstone in order to call for the 
protection of these magnificent animals. Buffalo Field 
Campaign advocates for increased participation of 
Native American tribal governments in buffalo manage- 
ment. 

Buffalo in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem are 
not protected on their year-round habitat. Yellowstone 
Park does not provide sufficient winter range for the 
resident herds of wildlife due to the deep snows at its 
high elevations. Animals leave the park in order to 
forage on lower elevation grasses necessary for winter 
survival during harsh winters. When the buffalo follow 
their instinctual migration routes to lower elevations, 
they unwittingly enter a conflict zone where their needs 
for survival are undermined by Montana’s politics. 

During the winter of 1996-97, almost 1,100 
Yellowstone buffalo were slaughtered when they 
crossed the arbitrary park boundary and entered 
Montana. These killings, combined with deaths from 
the unusually severe winter, resulted in a loss of nearly 
two-thirds of the Yellowstone buffalo herd. Today the 
wild herd is about 2,500 buffalo. 

In the winter of 1997-98, volunteers worked to 
prevent another massive slaughter by patrolling the 
Yellowstone Park boundary, monitoring buffalo move- 
ments and documenting DOL actions against the 
buffalo. Although 11 buffalo were killed, our presence 
and effective media coverage showed the DOL that they 
could not kill the buffalo who left the park without the 
eyes of the world watching. 

Buffalo Field Campaign volunteers stand with the 
buffalo all day from sunrise until sunset. We monitor 
buffalo that leave the park, shepherd them to safety 
when necessary, and take non-violent direct action to 
stop the DOL from capturing and killing buffalo. Our 
patrols watch buffalo from cars, skis, and snowshoes. 

Buffalo Field Campaign enjoys the incredible 
support and participation of people in the local commu- 
nity. Landowners allow us to post signs on their 
property designating them as “Buffalo Safe Zones.” We 
offer a fence maintenance and repair service to mitigate 
damage caused by wildlife. Locals join us on our daily 
rounds, and many support our patrols with hot drinks 
and warm food. 



Greg Raisman, BFC photo. 








Mid April — The DOL 
conducted a major 
militaristic hazing 
operation in West 
Yellowstone with 2 
helicopters, 3 all terrain 
vehicles, a motor-cross 
bike, several four-wheel 
drive trucks and 2 horses. 
Three pregnant buffalo 
ducked into the woods to 
escape the chaos and gave 
birth. The newborn calves 
spent their first 2 weeks 
in a hidden grove with 
their mothers, north of 
the Madison River. 


Buffalo Field Campaign Gives Thanks to Seeds of Peace for 
Feeding Campaign Volunteers!!!! 

Seeds of Peace is a noa-pmht oigamzanon which supports a >.ai« ty of env.ron- 
menr.tl and soci i! i anipaigns by providing logtsueai arid kiu lien siippun since 
1986. Seeds of Peace js now in its third season of cuoki lg ioi The Buffalo Field 
Campaign Seeds of Peace provides ai ieasi three meals each day for ilu cam- 
paign volunteers, from ( iciobei through May 



“J was riding down the 
trail on the snowmobile 
at sunrise when I passed 
snowmobilers. The guns 
on their backs were for 
the buffalo. I turned to 
follow them. Suddenly 
they made a sharp left 
and stopped; they had 
found the buffalo. I pulled 
my sled between the guns 
and the buffalo. I knew 
that’s what I'd do. There 
was no soul searching, 
none of that. It is why 
I'm here. 

The cops cuffed me. The 
DOL agents shot all six 
buffalo while I sat there 
watching, helpless. I fell 
to my knees and cried, 
and screamed, and 
prayed. That was the 
hardest, the darkest, most 
frustrating thing I have 
ever witnessed. “ 

— BFC Volunteer 

Schedule, a showing of Buffalo Bull" in your 
community. Contact us for more info! 

Tax dedm tihle monetary contributions to 
Camp will be used for housing, food and gas 
Please consider suppoi ting Buffalo Field 
Campaign. . . your money will be used wisely Hold 
a benefit in your community' Unlike other 
national organizations, we are in the field with the 
buffalo 365 days a year: 

This is a grass roots elfort If you rt.w t spc.k 
out. . . who will* Pass this newsletter and info on to 
your friends and family. 

For the buffalo! 


January 7— As dawn broke over Yellowstone, BFC 
volunteers shepherded 10 grazing buffalo away from the 
buffalo capture facility. Eleven other buffalo had been 
lured with hay into the facility by the DOL the night 
before. One captive bull freed himself. Before the buffalo 
could escape the outermost fencing, DOL security blocked 
the only open gate. The buffalo saw the truck and broke 
through a closed gate as he jumped out to freedom. Eight 
of the ten buffalo remaining in the pens were shipped to 
slaughter, and three volunteers were arrested for taking 
non-violent direct action to stop the transport of the 
buffalo to slaughter. 

— BFC Volunteer. 


Support the Bison 
Legal Defense Fund 

Last winter’s slaughter of 96 buffalo was accom- 
panied with the arrest of 22 activists and many civil 
rights violations. Protesters were repeatedly arrested on 
false charges. Bond restrictions were imposed which 
made it illegal for arestees to be within 1 500 feet of 
Department of Livestock operations. The illegality of 
these arrests and restrictions were in large part ignored 
by the justice system. In the more blatant cases, which 
were documented on videotape, charges were dropped 
only after the winter had ended and the buffalo 
returned to the park. 

These arrests, the false charges, and the severe 
conditions of release are examples of increasing power 
plays by the DOL and their attempts to thwart those 
protecting the buffalo. 

The agencies responsible for the buffalo slaughter 
will use these tactics again this year. A defense fund 
has been established to provide bail and legal assistance 
to those arrested while saving buffalo. 

PLEASE! Support the Bison Legal Defense Fund 
and help us stay out of jail and in the field where the 
buffalo need us. Send non-tax-deductible donations to: 
Bison Legal Defense Fund, POB 496, West Yellowstone, 
MT 59758. For more information email: 
dan@wildrockies.org. 


Yes! I d like to kelp support tke 
Buffalo Field Campaign 

Your contributions go directly to front line protection of the last wild buffalo. 

Here’s a tax deductible 
contribution, send receipt 
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contribution $_ 


. copies of our 


newsletter to redistribute 


Please send contributions and requests to: 

Buffalo Field Campaign PO Box 957, West Yellowstone, MT. 59758 
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Brian Daly, CMCR photo. 


Showdown 

at Horse Butte 

S pring, 1999— The State of 

Montana broke laws and 
violated citizens rights 
while capturing and slaughtering 
America s last wild buffalo. 

In an attempt to immobilize Buffalo Field ; 
Campaign activists, the State arrested them on false 
charges, imposed bail restrictions to prevent them from 
being present at capture and hazing operations. They 
also repeatedly intimidated and threatened people. 

DOL agents knowingly violated Forest Service regula- 
tions and hazed buffalo through closed bald eagle 
critical nesting habitat on snowmobiles. In April and 
May, the DOL repeatedly hazed pregnant females and 
other buffalo with cracker-barrels from snowmobiles, 
ATVs, trucks, helicopters, and horses. 

On March 1 8— the same day that the Montana 
State Legislature was hearing HB 643, a bill to transfer 
buffalo management to a wildlife agency instead of a 
livestock agency— more than 20 law enforcement 
officers from a variety of agencies gathered near West 
Yellowstone. They came to remove a blockade main- 
tained by BFC volunteers that had prevented construc- 
tion of the DOL’s planned bison trap at Horse Butte for 2 
months. Six activists were arrested, the blockade 
removed, and construction of the new facility was 
underway. 

Later the same day, four buffalo walked from the 
Duck Creek trap to Horse Butte. When the law enforce- 
ment agents saw the buffalo approaching they blocked 
the road with their snowmobiles. 

Volunteers who were walking with the buffalo 
were then followed by the agents, who tackled one 
without provocation and handcuffed him. Two others 
were quickly apprehended. The fourth videotaped the 
incident and was repeatedly assured that he would not 
be charged or arrested. When the sheriff arrived, the 
volunteer was taken into custody and his radio, video 
camera, and tape were confiscated. The activists spent 
a day in jail without charges being filed. Fortunately, 
the videotape clearly showed the charges to be false, 
and 3 of the 4 cases were dropped, with the last one 
still pending. 

Previously, volunteers arrested while protecting 
buffalo were released on $175 bail or on recognizance. 
This time the state prosecutor requested bond to be set 
at $500. Conditions of release restricted the arrestees 
from going within 1 500 feet of both capture facilities 
and all DOL operations. Although no one was con- 
victed, everyone arrested was banned from private and 
public lands including National Forest and National Park 
lands. The legality of those restrictions are currently 
under challenge in court. 

By the third week of March the bison trap was 
nearly complete. The first major capture effort at Horse 


Join us on tke Front Lines or Support 

us from Afar! / 

We are on patrol all day, (everyday, defending 
the buffalo on their critical wiftter habitat outside 
Yellowstone National Park, documenting every 
action taken against them. We have immediate 
openings for field volunteers. All volunteers are 
provided with room and board in a log house on 
Hebgen Lake, near West Yellowstone, Montana, If 
you can't visit in person, your tax-deductible 
contribution will make our patrols possible. Please 
contact us for volunteer information or with 
questions.. 



Butte occurred on March 31 . With the help of numer- 
ous law enforcement officers, the DOL cordoned off the 
area and hazed 29 buffalo into the trap, 18 of which 
were shipped to slaughter. Activists video documented 
two DOL special use permit violations, including 
snowmobile hazing within 1/4 mile of an eagle nest site, 
and hazing within 1/4 mile of open water. They 
submitted copies of the videotape of these violations to 
both the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks and 
the Forest Service, who only issued a warning to the 
DOL, refusing to shut them down . 

On April 1 4, the DOL conducted their largest 
bison capture of the year, capturing 71 buffalo at Horse 
Butte and slaughtering 45. Six other buffalo died from 
injuries incurred in captivity. Four buffalo died while 
being held by the DOL. Two pregnant females testing 
negative for brucellosis were released by the DOL only 
to die from injuries sustained while confined. 

Five BFC volunteers were arrested while protest- 
ing the capture and another 4 were illegally detained 
and never charged with a crime. One volunteer was 
tackled, cursed at, and held to the ground by DOL 
agents, although he did nothing to provoke or resist the 
arrest. After being detained and threatened for over an 
hour he was released with no charges. 

From mid-April on, the DOL engaged in numer- 
ous hazing operations, scaring buffalo with cracker 
barrels from motorized vehicles and stampeding them 
back to the park. Many of those buffalo were about to 
or had just given birth. That harassment and stress can 
cause serious complications resulting in the death of 
mother and calf. 

The arrests, the false charges, and the unreason- 
able conditions of release set by the court are examples 
of increasing power plays by the DOL in their attempts 
to thwart our ability to protect the buffalo. If we are to 
overcome such obstacles and save the last wild buffalo, 
we will need your help. Thlk to your friends and spread 
the word about the issue. Write your elected officials 
and urge them to stop the slaughter. Contribute to the 
Buffalo Field Campaign so we can continue our 
campaign of non-violent civil disobedience and protect 
America's last wild, free-roaming herd of buffalo. 



Project Lighthawk, BFC photo. 


Solutions to tke Problem 

•Buffalo should be managed by wildlife agencies 
employing contemporary wildlife management 
techniques with full public involvement and in 
conjunction with Native American tribes. 

•Cattle vaccination would protect livestock far more 
effectively than, and at a fraction of the cost of, the 
current war against the buffalo. 

•98% of the lands used by the buffalo outside National 
Park boundaries are our National Forest lands. The 
Forest Service should close grazing allotments, or at 
least modify the stocking dates of such allotments to 
minimize buffalo/cattle overlap. 

•If the buffalo herd grows beyond a truly science based 
carrying capacity of public lands adjacent to 
Yellowstone, buffalo could be relocated to 47 tribes 
who want to re-establish wild herds on tribal lands. 
Wild buffalo could be restored on public lands 
suitable for their recovery. 

•The Department of Livestock is the wrong agency to 
control the fate of these magnificent creatures. 
Buffalo are not cattle and deserve all the protections 
that other wild species receive. All decisions 
affecting the buffalo should place emphasis on 
maintaining wild, free-ranging, self-sustaining herds. 
• Under no circumstances should your tax dollars be 
wasted to pay for the capture of Yellowstone bison 
on public lands. 

Speak Out for tke Buffalo! 

It just takes a moment and can help make a 
difference! Use your pen, phone, or computer to urge 
our public officials to stop the slaughter and implement 
some common sense solutions to the problem (above). 
Letters to the editor of your local paper are also a great 
way to let people know about this atrocity. Check out 
our website (http://www.wildrockies.org/buffalo) for 
more info and speak out for the buffalo and future 
generations! 

Mike Dombeck, Chief, Forest Service, 

Auditor's Bldg 

201 14th Street, S.W. at Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20024 
Phone: (202) 205-1661 
email: Mike.Dombeck/wo@fs.fed.us 

Dan Glickman, Secretary of Agriculture 

200A Whitten Bldg 

1400 Independence Ave SW 

Washington, DC 20246 

Phone: (202) 720-3631; Fax: 202-720-2166 

Let their bosses know that wild buffalo are important. . . 
do they even know what is happening? 

Pres. Bill Clinton; 

email: president@whitehouse.gov 
Vice Pres. Gore; 

email: Vice.president@whitehouse.gov 
The White House mailing address is: 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. Washington, D.C. 20500 
Phone: (202) 456-1414; Fax: (202) 456-2461 

Bruce Babbit, Secretary of Interior 
1849 C St NW ‘ 

Washington, DC 20240 
Phone: (202) 208-7351 
email: exsec@ios.doi.gov 

Robert Stanton; Director 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
email: dir@nps.gov 

Montana Folks responsible for the killing: 

Montana Department of Livestock 
Box 202201 
Helena, MT 59620 

The DOL’s acting director is Marc Bridges. Phone from 
Montana at (800) 523-3162; ext. 3 
or from out of state (406) 444-2023 

Governor Marc Racicot 
State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 
Phone: (406) 444-3111 
within Montana: (800) 332-2272 
fax: (406) 444-4151 

Montana Tourism Development & Promotion Division; 

Travel Bureau of Montana 

Matthew Cohn, Director; 

email: matthew@travel.mt.gov 

Will you spend your money in a State with such 

politics? Phone calls are good (& free)... (800) 847-4868 






“I squeezed into morning ski 
patrol the first day I was 
here, and have since fallen in 
love with the routine. Wake 
at 5 am... put on all the 
warm clothes I own... ski out 
to the park boundary in the 
dark. . . run in place to keep 
warm as we wait for the sun 
to rise while squinting into 
the trees for the unmistakable 
silhouette of buffalo. Then 
there's the horror in the pit of 
my stomach, and adrenaline 
rush when we realize buffalo 
are on unfriendly private land 
and susceptible to the DOL's 
guns. " 

— Kristin M. 


Tke Crisis In Current Wliat Happens to 

Buffalo Management Buffalo Entering Montana? 


State and Federal management agencies justify 
killing buffalo by saying the buffalo pose an unaccept- 
able risk of brucellosis transmission to Montana cattle, 
and that the cattle industry must protect its brucellosis- 
free status. Brucellosis is a bacterial disease present in 
both domestic animals and wildlife such as elk, deer 
and moose. Infected domestic cows tend to abort their 
first calf and then birth normally, although it does not 
seem to affect wildlife. 

Facts: 

• The available scientific evidence demonstrates that 
the risk of brucellosis being passed to cattle is 
extremely remote. There has never been a docu- 
mented case of brucellosis transmission from 
buffalo to livestock in a natural setting. 

• In Grand Teton National Park, buffalo and vaccinated 
cattle have co-mingled for over 40 years without a 
single cow contracting the disease. 

• Management agencies have not addressed possible 
brucellosis transmission from wildlife such as 
coyotes, elk, deer, moose, and others. If managers 
truly believe brucellosis is a threat, they would 
manage the disease instead of the buffalo. 

• The federal Animal Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) will not revoke Montana’s brucellosis-free 
status if the state tolerates the presence of “low risk" 
buffalo such as bulls and calves. Of the 1 ,095 
buffalo killed in the last two winters, almost half 
posed a low risk for transmission (346 were bulls, 
149 were yearling calves). 

• Costly cattle import restrictions, imposed by other 
states, are supposedly feared. Yet, only the federal 
government can impose restrictions, and till states 
must respect the federal brucellosis classification. 

Is History Repeating Itself? 

Sixty-five million buffalo once roamed America 
from coast to coast. Buffalo were essential to the 
survival of Plains Indians, providing spiritual guidance, 
food, shelter, and tools. 19th century American military 
leaders recognized the Indians’ dependence on the 
buffalo and launched an all out attack on the Indians’ 
very source of life. Buffalo were killed by the millions 
and their remains were left to waste on the prairies. By 
1 900 only a few hundred buffalo remained, most in 
captivity. In the remote backcountry of Yellowstone 
National Park, the last 23 wild buffalo survived, the 
ancestors of today’s herd. 

By 1997 the Yellowstone buffalo herd numbered 
3,500— one of the greatest conservation success stories 
in American history. Unfortunately, the success was 
short lived. Buffalo are no longer welcome on the 
public lands outside of Yellowstone, their traditional 
winter habitat, having been displaced by powerful cattle 
interests. The buffalo slaughter of the 19th century has 
resumed. The State of Montana and federal govern- 
ment agencies are killing the direct descendants of the 
buffalo brought back from the brink of extinction in the 
last hundred years. 



Meghan Fay, CMCR photo. 1997. 


Buffalo that cross the invisible park boundary are 
put into the deadly grasp of the Montana Department of 
Livestock (DOL), an agency with no wildlife manage- 
ment training or experience. DOL agents chase, capture 
and kill buffalo that enter the state. However, the DOL’s 
mandate is to promote Montana’s livestock industry— 
the ultimate dis-incentive for managing a wild buffalo 
population. 

When buffalo enter Montana, DOL agents on 
snowmobiles, ATVs, horses or trucks round them up 
and force them to run for up to ten miles and over 
barbed wire fences back to the park. As the snow 
accumulates, continued hazing stresses the buffalo 
unnecessarily and causes winter kill. Buffalo Field 
Campaign documented a herd of over 100 elk running 
from a DOL snowmobile during bison hazing, running 
over barbed wire fences, and getting injured. 

DOL baits their capture facilities with hay or 
rounds up buffalo and hazes them into the trap to test 
them. These traps are a maze of cattle fences and 
plywood that funnel captive buffalo into small chutes 
for testing. This process subjects wild buffalo to 
unnatural confinement, which causes the animals to 
break horns, panic and gore each other. DOL agents hit 
captive buffalo with sticks, shock them with cattle 
prods, and chase them with Bobcat mini-tractors. 

The test that the DOL conducts is a blood test 
which can only prove that the buffalo might have been 
exposed to brucellosis, not that they have or could 
transmit the disease. About 50% test positive and are 
sentenced to death, even though most of those, because 
of sex, age or reproductive status, could not, if infected, 
transmit the disease. 

According to the results of tissue and blood tests 
conducted by State and Federal officials during the 
winter of 1991-92, less than one-half of one percent of 
Yellowstone bison were infectious. Of the 21 8 bison 
sampled, not one, at the time of death, was capable of 
transmitting brucellosis bacteria to cattle. 

The DOL even shoots buffalo in the held without 
testing them for brucellosis. Even worse, in the winter 
of 1996-97 the DOL shot buffalo in the field even after 
they had already captured and released them after they 
tested negative for brucellosis. 


Tke Y ellowstone Buffalo 

Yellowstone buffalo live in the Greater Yellow- 
stone Ecosystem as part of an intricate web of species 
who depend upon each others presence for survival. 
Scientists call buffalo a “keystone species” which 
reflects the crucial role they play in the perpetuation of 
a functioning ecosystem. 

The forests and fields surrounding Yellowstone 
provide rich wildlife habitat for many endangered and 
threatened species. Grizzly bears, gray wolves, trum- 
peter swans, eagles, peregrine falcons, lynx, wolverine, 
harlequin ducks are among the animals that roam the 
lands where buffalo roam in the winter. 

Sagebrush, grasses, and wildflowers dot the 
meadows. National Forest lands on Horse Butte is 
speckled with old-growth trees. Southeast from the 
butte lies burnt and downed lodgepole for pine marten 
and woodpeckers. Slopes and bottom lands contain a 
mosaic of Douglas-fir and Lodgepole forest. An incred- 
ible diversity of plant species including slender white 
paintbrush and large-leaved balsamroot grow on the 
peninsula. 

The Yellowstone buffalo herd have established a 
winter/spring migration corridor that leads them to 
Horse Butte. The buffalo winter there and calve in the 
spring. Grizzly bears need the essential food source of 
winter killed buffalo carcasses that they find. 

When the sun has melted the deep snows, and 
the time is right, the buffalo use these wildland habitats 
to return to Yellowstone Park. 


A History of tke 

Yellowstone Buffalo 

1 8 1 0— 65 million wild buffalo in the United States 

1 850-80— 80 million buffalo shot, their remains left to 
rot on the prairies 

1 872— Yellowstone National Park established 

1895— 800 buffalo remain in the United States, most in 
captivity 

1 896— 23 buffalo left in Yellowstone; wild buffalo on 
the brink of extinction 

1902— 21 buffalo reintroduced to Yellowstone from 
herds in Montana and Texas 

1907— Bison Ranch established in YNP’s Lamar Valley 

1917 — Brucellosis discovered in Yellowstone buffalo 
(introduced by cattle) 

1952— Bison Ranch ceases operations 

1954 — 1,500 buffalo in the Park; Park officials decide 
Yellowstone can only support 400 bison, start shooting 
bison inside the park 

1966 — 397 Buffalo left in Yellowstone; Park imple- 
ments policy of natural population regulation; shooting 
stops 

1985— Montana Legislature enacts bison hunt; “hunt- 
ers” can apply for a permit 

1988— 2,750 buffalo in Yellowstone 

1989— Buffalo hunt stopped due to public opposition 

1991-95— Montana Fish & Game shoot buffalo leaving 
park in winter 

1995- 4,500 buffalo in Yellowstone; Montana legisla- 
ture gives control (shooting and capture duty) to the 
Department of Livestock (DOL) 

1996- 97 — During a severe winter, DOL and NPS kill 
1,084 buffalo; an estimated 1,800 die from the severe 
winter; herd reduced by two-thirds 

1997- 98— Buffalo Nations Field Camp formed— 
volunteers protect buffalo leaving the Park; DOL kills 1 1 
bison; 1,700 wild buffalo in the Yellowstone area, few 
elsewhere 


1998-99— DOL slaughters 96 buffalo. Many BFC 
volunteers are arrested protesting the capturing and 
slaughtering. 


1999 — Tk tanka Oyate Mani, “They Walk for the 
Buffalo,” a 500 mile native walk from South Dakota to 
Yellowstone in February. Tribal Consultation with YNP 


held in May. National Day of Prayer held. 



Buffalo Video Available 

Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers has a compilation 
video available on the Yellowstone buffalo. Plan 
B, The Buffalo's Alternative is a brief scientific 
advocacy piece on long-term management 
strategies to allow buffalo to roam free in 
Yellowstone. Buffalo Bull is a more in-depth 
documentary on the Yellowstone buffalo slaugh- 
ter. Where the Buffalo Roam profiles the field 
campaign and their efforts to protect the 
Yellowstone buffalo herd. To purchase the video 
send a check or money order for $20 to Cold 
Mountain, Cold Rivers PO Box 7941 Missoula 

I MT 59807. Elders and educators can receive a 
video at a discount please send a query to 
cmcr@wiidrockies.org or call our office at 
406-728-0867. 

A Petition 

The Buffalo Field Campaign has a petition that you 
can get by writing them, or going to the foliwing 
website: http://www, wildrockies.org/buffpet 
The petition has over 20,000 signatures so far, and 
is periodically delivered to President Clinton, Chief 
Dombeck, and Marc Racicot, governor of Montana. 





Cunton Hugs Nor Trees... but we Gore Campaign 


by Jeffery St. Clair and Alexander 
Cockburn-CounterPunch 

It has been billed as the greatest act of 
land preservation sinceTeddy Roosevelt 
created the national forests. On Octo- 
ber 13, President Clinton made his 
way, by helicopter and sports utility 
vehicle, to the George Washington For- 
est in the Shenandoah Mountains. 
There, he disclosed his plan to protect 
40-million acres of roadless land in 
national forests across the country. 
Amid the ecstatic cheers of environ- 
mentalists, bused to the site by the 
National Audubon Society, Clinton 
declared that "in the end, we're going 
to protect all this," gesturing, as he 
spoke, to the surrounding trees. Those 
cheering environmentalists should 
have been warned by Clinton's means 
of transportation to the great event, 
that this statement will not hold true. 

The first flaw in his plan is that it 
appears to prohibit road building, but 
not logging. These days, helicopters 
are becoming increasingly common as 
a way of extracting trees from the cut- 
over terrain to the nearest available 
road. Logging won't be banned it seems. 
Nor will livestock grazing, mining or 
dirt bikes. The plan falls short of pro- 
tecting all roadless areas. Steve Kelly, a 
feisty, green organizer in Montana, had 
it right when he said, "The president 
tried to redefine sex, now he's trying to 


redefine wilderness." 

There are around 60 million acres of 
unexploited forest under federal super- 
vision, and Clinton's plan applies to 
only 40 million of them. More than 
half the area covered by the Clinton 
plan is composed of rocks and ice, with 


no trees. By contrast, the 20 million 
acres that have been excluded are 
mostly forested terrain. So it's scarcely 
surprising that Patti Rodgers, spokes- 
person for Oregon's Willamette Na- 
tional Forest, said the plan would have 
very little effect on logging in that 
forest, an assessment that was fore- 
shadowed by Clinton when he said, 
"It's very important to point out that 
we are not trying to turn our national 
forests into museums." The Forest Ser- 
vice calculates that under the plan, 


timber harvests will decline by only 28 
million board feet. The annual take 
from national forests is four billion 
board feet. 

Another huge defect in the- plan is 
the apparent omission from its pur- 
view of the nation's largest and most 
ecologically intact national for- 
est, the Tongass in Alaska; thus 
deferring to the political power 
of Sen. Ted Stevens (R-Alaska). 
This brings us to the plan's real 
intent, which has little to do 
with preservation and every- 
thing to do with the politics of 
the next 13 months. 

What is afoot? The long pro- 
cess of review — probably 18 
months — means that the ex- 
ecutor of the plan will be the 
next president. What better way 
to congeal support for A1 Gore, 
with leaders of the major green 
groups presaging a forest holocaust if 
George W. Bush wins the White House? 

The announcement comes when 
Gore sorely needs to buttress his cred- 
ibility with environmentalists. Friends 
of the Earth has endorsed Gore's rival 
for the Democratic nomination, Bill 
Bradley. Clinton took care to empha- 
size that the plan's architect was Gore, 
along with George Frampton, head of 
the government's Council on Envi- 
ronmental Quality. Frampton was 
once head of the Wilderness Society, 


with Richard Hoppe as his right-hand 
man. These days Hoppe is one of the 
leaders of the Heritage Forest Cam- 
paign, which has most actively pro- 
moted the roadless area initiative. The 
Heritage Forest Campaign has no 
membership, only a substantial staff 
paid for by the Pew Charitable Trusts, 
which committed $1.4 million to the 
roadless area campaign. 

Thus we have Pew, the richest and 
most influential foundation in the en- 
vironmental sector, creating Heritage 
Forest to advance a politically moti- 
vated initiative in an election year. 
Staffers of the Heritage Forest Cam- 
paign have been telling environmen- 
tal organizers not to criticize the plan. 
"It is vital," ran an October 11 Heritage 
Forest e-mail, "that we respond imme- 
diately to early news reports of this 
effort with praise and consensus... If 
not, we jeopardize the whole deal." 

The plan testifies to what the main- 
stream environmental movement has 
become: a wholly owned subsidiary 
of the Democratic National Commit- 
tee. As Rep. Peter A. DeFazio (D-OR) 
said, "Forest policy is too serious to be 
the theme of the day in some attempt 
to boost Gore's flagging presidential 
campaign, which is what I think it's 
all about." 

For more info contact CounterPunch, 
POB 228, Petrolia, CA 95558; (800) 840- 
3683; counterpunch@counterpunch.org. 



A TREE IS SAVED IN OHIO 


by Woody Joe Hill 

Mike Wolfinger, a member of the 
United Steelworkers of America and 
an employee of Kaiser Aluminum in 
Newark, Ohio, received the phone call 
about his tree at 8 o'clock on a Sunday 
night in March. A neighbor came over 
and told him, "They 're gonna cut your 
tree tomorrow." 

"Say, what?" said Mike. 

"They're gonna cut your tree to- 
morrow. The Franklin Township 
Trustees said your tree is blocking the 
road so they're gonna cut it down." 

Now Mike was taking all this in as 
quick as he could. Particularly since all 
this new information was going to con- 
geal in about 12 hours in the form of 
some county employees with chainsaws 
and a loader showing up on his private 
property early in the morning to take 
his tree. A tree that maybe 10 cars passed 
each day. A tree that barely caused a 
hiccup on an obscure dirt road. A tree 
that had thus far lived in anonymity. 

It was a 400-year-old white oak that 
had been here before the Europeans 
showed up in Ohio. It was just inside 
the boundary of his farm, where he 
raised cows and corn. Being a steel- 
worker and a farmer, Mike under- 
stood both the importance of envi- 
ronmental protection and the im- 
pact of environmental destruction. 
He breathed the toxic fumes at the 
Kaiser plant. He tilled the fertile soil 
at the place he called home. He loved 
the Earth dearly. And one of his fa- 
vorite pieces of Earth happened to 
have that tree sitting on top of it. He 
would be damned if anything hap- 
pened to it. 

Well, to'make a long story short, Mike 
was able to stave off the chainsaws for 
that morning through some tough talk- 


ing on the phone. But that wasn't the 
end of the battle. No, it wasn't saying 
they had a 60-foot right of way onto his 
property. They had the right to cut his 
tree and they would see him in court. 

The tree gained a following. Folks 
would pin notes of support on the tree. 
Calls of encouragement came on the 
phone. That little dirt road really did 
have some traffic for a change. By Au- 
gust, the Wolfinger's tree had become 
the most famous tree in Licking County, 
Ohio and possibly Perry County as well. 

Still, the lawsuit raged on. For some 
reason the Licking County Prosecut- 
ing Attorney started pouring some 
heavy resources into it. And that's 
when Mike started thinking. Maybe 
there was more to this than just the 
tree. Maybe they're trying to seize a 
60-foot rightaway from every piece 
of property on every public road in 
the state of Ohio. Mike Wolfinger 
was on the cutting edge of a giant 
land grab. All of a sudden the stakes 
got really high. And as if to affirm 
that, the next thing Mike got in the 
mail was a two inch legal brief with 
a dozen sworn affidavits, a pile of 
receipts for snow removal and a vague 
letter from the previous owner of the 
farm who died 25 years ago. 

That's when Mike's steelworker 
buddy, Billy Harmon e-mailed Darryl 
Cherney of Earth First! in Humboldt 
County, California, and asked for 
help. "Can you get Julia Butterfly 
involved with this?" Billy wrote. 
Julia, of course, has been sitting 180 
feet high in a redwood for almost 
two years. She has become an inter- 
national spokesperson for the forest 
and a fan of the Kaiser steelworkers. 
Hundreds of others have been bat- 
tling Charles Hurwitz and the 
Maxxam corporation. The Humboldt 


County folks have been trying to 
stop Hurwitz's redwood slaughter, 
and the Kaiser steelworkers have been 
on strike and locked-out over work- 
ing conditions and benefits. 

By the time Darryl got to Newark, 
Ohio it was late September, but it wasn't 
too late. In fact, the timing seemed 
perfect as it was fast approaching the 
one-year anniversary of the Kaiser strike 



Darryl and Dan the steelworker 


and lock-out. A good time to generate 
some press. A good time to gather a 
little political pressure. A good time to 
bring the environment, the labor 
movement and property rights all 
together into one big, sappy issue. 

Well to make another long story short 
Dan, Fred and Darryl were getting to- 
gether. Actually they had already met at 
the founding meeting of the Alliance 
for Sustainable Jobs and the Environ- 
ment at the Marriott Hotel in down- 
town Oakland the previous month. 

Meanwhile, back in Ohio, after a 
couple of days of hanging on the 
picket line and at the union hall of 
USWA Local 341, it was time to meet 
the Wolfingers and their tree. 

Well, the three rallies and the annual 
steelworker district gathering all went 
great. Mike Wolfinger, Dan Daubermire, 
Local 341 President GarySites and Darryl 
Cherney all spoke on behalf of unity 


between steelworkers and environmen- 
talists, and urged people to sign the 
letter. And they did. By the hundreds. 
From all over the state. Mike and Darryl 
raised their hands high together in soli- 
darity at the final rally at the Kaiser gate. 
And more people signed letters to help 
protect the trees. 

With all the steelworker gatherings, 
plus lots of people coming out of the 
woodwork to gather signatures, the 
prosecuting attorney was looking at 
nearly 700 letters before the week was 
over. This surely was the most famous 
tree in Licking County. 

By the time October was halfway 
through and after the letters had time to 
sink in, the trial of the Wolfinger's tree 
had another hearing. This one was based 
on the two-inch brief submitted by 
the Franklin Township Trustees and a 
lot would be determinedby the judge's 
rulings on the motions before him. The 
fate of every roadside tree in Ohio 
was at stake. Whoever lost could 
appeal to the higher court, but they 
would find themselves in a defen- 
sive position. The Wolfingers were 
hopeful, but not entirely sure; a high 
stakes land grab was in the offering. 

"Case dismissed!" ruled the judge, 
slamming his gavel down. The 
township's own documents had proven 
themselves wrong, the judge summa- 
rized. They never possessed a right of 
way nor an easement. The Wolfinger's 
400-year-old white oak would remain 
standing. And the prosecuting attorney 
would not appeal. Mike Wolfinger 
could go back to fighting tree-killer 
Charles Hurwitz of Maxxam. The 
Franklin Township political sheep had 
stopped banging at the W olfinger 's door. 

Moral: Yes, folks, it's deep water for 
the forces of greed when labor and 
environment get together to stand up 
for our rights. But our rights are only 
ours when we take them as our own. 
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Activists occupy trees in EC’s Elaho Valley 


Resistance Continues despite attack by Interfor Loggers 


by Jonah 

Early November 2, two Friends of Elaho climbed 
into an ancient Douglas fir tree in the Elaho Valley, 
a large area of old-growth trees northwest of 
Vancouver, British Columbia. The 
Elaho Valley is home to hundreds of 
1300-year-old fir trees and is the 
southernmost coastal habitat of griz- 
zly bears in North America. Interna- 
tional Forest Products (Interfor) has 
been logging in the area, rapidly 
clearcutting some of the last rem- 
nants of temperate rainforest on BC's 
lower mainland. The two sitters, a 
woman known as Maya and a man 
known as Frente, remained in the 
tree for five days, through heavy 
snowfall and rain. 

Interfor attempted to avoid the 
negative media attention that this sit 
would bring because of the attention 
received earlier this fall. On the morn- 
ing of September 15, 62 Interfor and 
Elaho logging trucks drove through 
our eight-person protest camp (orga- 
nized by members of People's Action for Threatened 
Habitat). Various Interfor managers, engineers and 
foremen were seen in the vehicles alongside other 
employees who had been previously suspended for 
violent attacks on protesters. At 11:30 a.m., one of 
the Interfor foremen, Derek Sayle, told James 
Jamieson, trail boss at nearby Western Canada Wil- 
derness Committee Millennial Tree Camp, that he 
had 50 angry men behind him and 50 on their way 
and he "didn't know how much longer he could 
control his men." 

A half hour later, 60 loggers walked down the 
logging road toward our camp while another 40 
fanned through the woods slashing tents and packs. 
The Interfor employees started to rip apart our camp 
and yell threats. Then about 10 of the men turned 
their attention on Shredder, who was holding onto 
the last video camera. She later recounted, "I was at 
the bottom of a huge pile of men with the camera 
beneath my breast, between my arms, with my 
friend wrapped around my back and another friend 
wrapped around his back, and then a whole bunch 
of men came and piled on top of them and I was 
literally getting crushed. " The loggers then attempted 
to rip the video strap through her neck, finally 
pulling it away and smashing the camera. 

The loggers then continued to destroy the camp. 
They pushed us around, while yelling death and 
rape threats. Then the loggers began attackingjames 
Jamieson, ripping apart the fingers on his hand to 
pull him from his van and then pushing him down 
into a ditch on the side of the road. 

"He (one of the loggers who had been suspended 
for an August 1 1 attack on the camp) picked up a 10- 
to-15-pound rock, held it over my head and said he 
was going to bash my head in," James later re- 
counted. Then the Interfor workers gave us 10 
minutes to get out before "they came back again, 
and it would be worse." 

We quickly threw whatever we could into our 
vehicles, while the loggers threw whatever they 
could into a fire. We jumped into our vehicles and 
started down the 60-mile logging road. We met the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) on the 
road 15 minutes after the attack and five hours after 
we had initially called them. They told us to con- 
tinue to town and make our statements at the 
station, while they went and investigated the scene. 
As soon as the officers left us, logging trucks began 
whipping past our vehicles attempting to force us 
off the road and into the canyon. One truck pulled 
in front of James' van and began throwing rocks at 
it. Not only did the RCMP arrive five hours late, they 
let the loggers drive off, neither questioning nor 
detaining them. This action mirrors past events in 
the Elaho; in 1997 when loggers trashed a blockade 
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and assaulted the protesters, the RCMP showed up 
15 minutes after the violence had occurred and let 
the loggers go. This is the fourth violent attack by 
vigilante logger mobs in BC against non-violent 
protesters since 1994. 



Friends of the Elaho watch and pray for peace as Interfor loggers (visible in the 
distance) advance toward their camp on September 1 5. 


While all of this violence occurred in the camp, 
treesitter Guillermo was being assaulted by another 
50 loggers. The loggers started early in the morning, 
throwing rocks at Guillermo, hitting him in the 
head and body. An Interfor employee, Rob, pulled 
out his chainsaw and cut half way through 
Guillermo's tree before several other loggers held 
him back. He then felled the two trees adjacent to 
Guillermo's tree, the second landing directly on the 
hood of an Interfor truck. Finally, the logger climbed 
up to where Guillermo's gear was hanging and cut 
it down. He thankfully didn't continue climbing 
but rather joined the circle of men burning the 



About 60 loggers destroyed the camp while yelling death and rape threats. RCMP let 
the loggers drive off without questioning or detaining them. 


sitter's gear. Later an Interfor helicopter buzzed his 
half cut tree, nearly knocking it over. 

The response to the violence in the Elaho has been 
overwhelming; groups such as Greenpeace, the BC 
Civil Liberties Association, Western Canada Wilder- 
ness Committee and members of Parliament have 
called for a complete investigation of Interfor's 
actions on that day and on the lack of action by the 
RCMP. A civil suit was filed on October 26 by three 
of the assault victims placing blame on both the 
individual workers involved in the attack and Interfor 
and Elaho Logging management and executives for 
encouraging and perhaps planning this violence. 
There is plenty of evidence that shows Interfor had 
direct knowledge of the events as they unfolded. 
Company vehicles were used that day, top manage- 
ment was in the area, company radios were used to 
plan the attack and ride sharing to the area, and 
Interfor lawyers used the attack in court that day as 
it was happening to argue for an extension to their 
exclusion zone in the area. 

This summer, Interfor's roadbuilding was shut 


down for 23 days through various treesits and block- 
ades. This prompted Interfor to use the legal system 
to attempt to silence protest in the valley by obtain- 
ing a 500-meter exclusion zone around its active 
worksite. The RCMP then began arresting anyone 
that they could find evidence of having entered the 
zone. On September 17, two days after the attack, 
Interfor was awarded a further 400,000-square meter 
exclusion zone, which prohibits the general public 
from even walking through this area. 

In the middle of October, our new affinity group, 
the Friends of the Elaho, planned another treesit to 
shut down Interfor's operations at the end of its 
logging season. On October 25, in the middle of the 
night, we arrived in the area and began setting up a 
backcountry base camp. The level of security had to 
be high because we didn't want to see a reoccur- 
rence of the violence that happened in September. 
The weather for the first week was relentless. Every- 
day brought more snow and rain, making every- 
thing from scouting to cooking very difficult. But 
the seven of us persevered because we had to. When 
you walk through the groves of ancient Douglas firs, 
cross the glacial streams and breathe in the spirit of 
the land, you cannot just sit around and do noth- 
ing. We had to act. * 

On Halloween Sunday, we were blessed with a 
sunny day. We began by moving our huge plat- 
forms, food, cold weather gear, communications 
and other equipment several kilometers to the end 
of the road. By Monday night we had everything in 
place, and as darkness descended our climbers as- 
cended an ancient Doug fir. By Tuesday, the sit was 
in place and Maya and Frente set up their tree camp. 

The first day, Interfor moved its operations down 
to a spur road 200 meters away and began blasting. 
Interfor management was in the area discussing the 
sit on their radios but publicly tried to ignore it. 
Dave Miller, the tree farm license manager said, "If 
they want to hang up there in the 
cold and freeze their derriere off, more 
power to them." Two months earlier, 
the same Dave Miller had been present 
as his employees beat the last treesitter 
in the Elaho Valley. Despite this, the 
sitters remained strong in their stand 
for the land. 

By nightfall on Wednesday, two 
feet of snow had fallen on the ground, 
leaving our basecamp completely 
snowed in. On Thursday, the four of 
us hiked out with whatever we could 
carry on our backs, to the closest 
point a vehicle could drive. The sit- 
ters decided to stay, they were warm, 
dry, in high spirits and strong in their 
resolve to stop Interfor's destruction 
of the area. On Saturday, Mother Na- 
ture gave the sitters another dump- 
ing of snow, and so for their safety it 
was decided that we should pull them out. Interfor 
was also prevented from working that day; the snow 
had become too much for them as well. 

The campaign to protect BC's remaining old 
growth continues through the winter months. City 
actions are planned in Vancouver, Squamish and 
Whistler. Next spring, the Friends of the Elaho plan 
to start early in their campaign to preserve the Elaho 
Valley. Friends of the Elaho say, "This year we were 
there for the first snow fall, next year we'll be there 
when the snow melts." 

To get mbre information about the Elaho Valley 
contact the Friends of the Elaho at (604) 729-8933 
Or People Actions for Threatened Habitat's at 
PATH@envirolink.org. There is a new controversial 
documentary about September 15 by independent 
videographer, Daniel Gautreau, called Hoods in the 
Woods: the Battle for the Stoltmann. For copies of the 
video send $20 US ($25 CAN) (includes interna- 
tional shipping) to Maluba Productions, #811, 402 
W. Pender St., Vancouver, BC, V6B 1T6, Canada; 
maluba@telus.net. 





Squash and Scabius occupy a majestic cottonwood. Both the activists and 

tree would later suffer from police action. 


Editor's note: On December 
11, the Four Oaks Spiritual En- 
campment was destroyed. Over 
100 police raided the encamp- 
ment and arrested 33 people, but 
without blatant brutality of po- 
lice towards protestors. The four 
oaks in the four directions have 
been cut, as have nearly all of the 
other trees nearby. Three people 
remain in the still standing trees 
and have yet to be removed. 

by Squash and Nettle 

Trees continue to fall in the 
first ever state park in Minne- 
apolis to make way for a new 
stretch of highway, all to 
shave two to three minutes 
off a car trip from downtown 
to the Mall of the Americas 
and the airport. The Minne- 
sota Department of 
Transportation's (MnDOT) 
private contractors have 
moved closer to the Minne- 
haha Free State or spiritual 
encampment where a diverse 
group of activists defends an 
ancient ceremonial ground 
and burial ground as well as 
the last clean spring in the 
city. There is still much to 
protect even though there has been 
lots of recent destruction in the park. 

On September 27, seven treesitters 
and numerous others on the highway 
below were victims of a brutal and 
nearly fatal attack by Minnesota state 
troopers, and the Minneapolis police 
and fire departments. At 3:00 a.m., 
directly below the branches of the two 
month long Cottonwood treesit, a tri- 
pod was erected on major commuter 
Highway 55 and occupied by two tree 
sitters. At 10:00 a.m., police diverted 
traffic and shut down Highway 55 for 
nearly 14 hours. Five people then 
joined the two long-term treesitters in 
the ancient tree revered by the Dakota 
Tribes as "the tree of life." In mid- 
afternoon, police and troopers forced 
supporters and onlookers away from 
the sit and tripod, setting up a 30 
officer police line. Fire and rescue teams 
then proceeded to carelessly dismantle 
the tripod, nearly dropping Blake, who 
was perched on a suspended platform 
from the apex and also - u-locked by 
the neck to one tripod leg. Liz, who 
was on the ground u-locked to a sepa- 
rate leg, was also put in serious danger 
when the tripod began to slide. After 
the tripod removal, the focus turned 
to the cottonwood treesit. 

Suspended in a one-person web from 
a traverse walkway directly over Min- 
nehaha Creek, Midnight was forced 
out onto the line as a fire team accom- 
panied by police attempted to reach 
and retrieve him. A previous sitter, 
Squash, crossed the police line and 
scampered up the anchoring tree across 
the creek and onto a traverse. Without 
safety lines and wobbling tediously 
due to the reckless hacking of the 
abandoned web by police, both nearly 
fell 35 feet onto a concrete retaining 
wall as onlookers screamed in horror. 
The police came inches from the 
polypro line that comprised the lower 
part of the walkway, preparing to cut 
it with razor sharp utility knives, stop- 
ping only when the protesters screamed 
"... if you cut that line, we die!" 

When the fire ladder retreated, both 
crossed the traverse safely to the cot- 
tonwood to join the five others, only 
to see a cherrypicker carrying a man 


with a chainsaw and a closet dowel- 
wielding state trooper. The pair began 
to randomly lop one-and-a-half foot 
thick branches off the tree, less than a 
foot away from the feet of protesters. 

Then suddenly, Wes — without a 
harness or even a rope to hold — leapt 
from 40 feet up, over the highway and 
onto the straight neck of the 
cherrypicker. The operator started to 
raise the arm, in an attempt to shake 
Wes off. The operator then lowered 
the arm to the ground, where Wes was 
apprehended by police. 

Moments later, as the fire ladder 
went out to cut the empty traverse, 
Roary rappelled onto it and u-locked 
the rungs in place. He was then unable 
to reattach to his climbline. Police on 
the ground then wrapped the tail of 
the line around his leg and jerked 
until he fell 15 feet to the highway, 
sustaining a sprained neck and a con- 
cussion. The cherrypicker returned a 
few minutes later, cutting more 
branches leaving Midnight dangling 
from the top line by a piece of web- 
bing. Police then cut the 40x20 lower 
web in half, dropping most of the 
supplies to the creek. Freedom leapt 
onto the machine, but the first ladder 
was there in seconds, pulling her off. 
Then , in what most present have said 
was attempted murder, the branch of 
the cottonwood that the traverse was 
anchored to was cut with Midnight 
still attached. By sheer luck the static 
line snagged on a lower branch with- 
out breaking and he quickly climbed 
to the top of the 85 -foot tree to join 
the other three remaining people. 

Finally, the cherrypicker retreated 
for the night, leaving four treesitters, 
Toxic, Midnight, Squash, and Nettle, 
in the two-person top web with only 
six blankets as the temperature 
dropped to 42 degrees with a wind of 
15 mph. The State Troopers moved 
the police line back around the tree, 
beginning a 10 day siege, attempting 
to starve out the protesters. At least six 
state troopers patrolled at all times 
preventing food, water or supplies 
from reaching the activists. 

On the following morning, the sit- 
ters salvaged the remnants of the 


traverse and lower web, and 
set a new web next to the 
top one. After four days, Dr. 
Toxic and Midnight volun- 
teered to go down in order 
to provide more warmth and 
food for the other two. Two 
days later. Squash came 
down for the same reason. 
All three were arrested upon 
touching the ground. Nettle 
held out four days longer, as 
weather conditions dropped 
to record-breaking lows. 

It all came to a head on 
day ten when Tree Frog, 
jumped out of a car and 
scaled the telephone pole 
across the street from the 
tree sit. Wearing a backpack 
containing supplies, he at- 
tempted to shoot a lead 
weight attached to fishing 
line using a slingshot across 
the road to enable Nettle to 
pull a climbline across and 
anchor it. The highway was 
shut down as nearly 70 po- 
lice cars arrived with a fire 
ladder. As he was brutally 
jerked from the telephone 
pole, and stuffed by two cops 
face down into the bucket, 
close to 300 supporters gath- 
ered behind the lines singing, chant- 
ing and shouting support. Minutes 
later, the fire ladder went for Nettle, 
who climbed to the top branches before 
being removed. 

This is but a small portion of the 
terror that protesters and supporters 
of the Minnehaha Free State and the 
Stop 55 coalition have faced from the 
police, and MnDOT. The state troop- 
ers and police readily admitted that 
MnDOT was paying them $60 an hour 
of taxpayer's money. Tax payers who 
have openly voiced opposition to the 
$8.4 million dollar reroute of High- 
way 55. The reroute has already 
claimed over 300 trees in a ten-block 
area of Minnehaha Park, the first state 
park in the US. 

Recently, trees have been cut within 
a block of the Free State. There are still 
two ongoing treesits in the park, only 
1 50 feet from where the proud cotton- 
wood once stood, and others in the 
woods surrounding the camp. With 
winter closing in, temperatures are 
below freezing, and federal helicop- 
ters equipped with infrared scanning 
spotlight the camp frequently. Re- 
cently, Tim u-locked his neck to a tree- 
cutting device called a Hydro-axe and 
was dangerously driven to the MnDOT 
office at 30 mph, still attached. 

With increasing community support 
and the building of the Stop 55 coali- 
tion, we have most recently formed a 
bond and alliance with the Northside 
Neighborhood Coalition, a primarily 
African-American group being sub- 
jected to gentrification and eviction 
from their low-income housing. 

The Free State needs your help! Blan- 
kets, winter gear, snow shoes, two- 
way radios and a huge list of other 
supplies are greatly needed for the 
nearly two-year-old camp to survive 
another winter. Any kind of support is 
appreciated, tangible or spiritual. 

And remember... Stop 55! Go oaks! 

For more information, contact Free 
State Supportive Collective at c/o 3208 
W. Lalte#83, Minneapolis, MN 55416. 

To voice your opposition, contact 
Jesse "The Governor" Ventura at (612) 
296-3391; MnDOT Commissioner 
Elwin Tinklenberg at (612) 297-1467. 





UK action in solidarity 
with free Papua movement 

As part of the national day of ac- 
tion on October 4, in solidarity with 
the Free Papua Movement (OPM), 
activists from across southwestern En- 
gland occupied both Bristol offices of 
Rio Tinto, the largest mining com- 
pany in the world. In West Papua, 
along with the brutal Indonesian 
military Rio Tin-to has inflicted mas- 
sive environmental devastation and 
human suffering. 

Just before 9 a.m., 12 suited activ- 
ists walked past security (busy deal- 
ing with diversionary "drunks") and 
occupied the Mining and Explora- 
tion offices on the seventh floor. Po- 
lice arrived quickly, trashing a door 
and office equipment while clearing 
activists out. After an hour, people 
left with no arrests to join the picket 
outside. Later, the well-dressed rabble 
visited other offices. Two women 
locked to a filing cabinet. In another 
office files were shuffled and next 
door a man barricaded himsel f in and 
got down to some useful office work. 
Outside, leaflets were given out and 
the building transformed by banners. 

The same day, oil giant ARCO 0n- 
volved in the exploration and devel- 
opment of Benoui Bay off West 
Papua), offices in Guilford were in- 
vaded by a dozen suited Brighton 
people who went almost totally un- 
noticed by staff for half an hour. 
During this time they walked around 
the finance department, reading and 
reorganizing files, losing keys to 
locked filing cabinets, having cre- 
ative fun with computers and distrib- 
uting hundreds of flyers into files, 
handbags and outgoing mail. 

Nude at Old Navy 

Over 75 activist staged a grand 
opening protest of Old Navy's newest 
San Francisco store on October 20. 
Redwoods Boycott The Gap Campaign 
led in chants and leafletting after a 
sweatshop fashion show spearheaded 
by Global Exchange. Activists pro- 
tested the poverty wages and sweat- 
shop conditions endured by those 
making Old Navy and GAP clothes. 

Later, a troop of activists performed 
a parody of the Gap dancing cubes 
TV ad. Sporting caps and t-shirts mim- 
icking the Gap Logo, the dancing 
cubes sang and chanted with their 
letters spdling out "save the red- 
woods" and "boycott the Gap." Their 
grand finale saw the cubes taken off 
and demonstrators strip down naked 
chanting, "we'd rather go naked then 
wear sweatshop clothes," some giv- 
ing rousing speeches, sans clothes, in 
front of TV and press while police 
stood by without attempting arrests. 
The activists tried to enter the Old 
Navy Store but were banned by a line 
of San Francisco Police. 

Naked truth about nukes 

About 50 people gathered October 
3 near San Francisco's City Hall for a 
conference on the potential dangers 
of Y2K-induced nuclear catastrophes 
ending the session with a mass nude 
demonstration along Van Ness Av- 
enue. Desperate for .press attention 
for their cause, they opted to get 
covered by uncovering. "Non vio- 
lent people like us really have so few 
tools to face a capitalist system," one 
protester told the crowd as they 
uncomfortably disrobed outside Herbst 
Theater in the War Memorial Building. 

The crowd whooped and hollered 
their way out of the building and 
onto the streetforaquick stroll, chant- 
ing, "disrobe for disarmament" and, 
“nudes, not nukes." 
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by Heath Hansens 

FBI and Grand Jury harassment of Ancient Forest Rescue (AFR) immediately 
followed the October 18,-1998 Vail arson. With activists in the area at the time of 
the fires, AFR was aprime target for the feds. The FBI phoned the family of an AFR 
activist the day after the fires to inquire about his whereabouts. Consistent 
harassment of students in Colorado followed as the FBI interviewed neighbors, 
roommates and professors. 

Grand Jury subpoenas started last winter in an attempt to gather information. 
Several young activists were coerced into talking under the threat of civil contempt 
charges and possible incarceration. Harassment continued through the spring and 
into. the summer with the FBI calling and knocking on people's doors. AFR 
vehemently announced that this investigation was politically motivated and was 
an attempt to disrupt the activities of radical activists in Colorado. 

Fueled by the intense media attention that the arson garnered, the Grand 
Jury issued several new subpoenas in September. AFR activists were dragged 
in front of the Grand Jury in an attempt to coerce names of others from them. 
The federal prosecutor ran into a stone wall by the name of Kirsten Atkins, 
who would not cooperate with the proceedings. With one kick-ass lawyer, 
David Lane, Atkins refused to give any names. This brave example set the tone 
for other activists who accounted for their own whereabouts in Vail but did 
not give names or accounts of others. 

Standing strong and unified on our right to freedom of association protected by 
the First Amendment, several other AFR organizers went before the Grand Jury and 
refused to testify about other activists. With legal support from the Colorado 
Criminal Lawyers Association, AFR made a strong stand for the First. 

With four people facing contempt hearings the week of November 15, AFR 
activists were preparing for jail support. 

Five other activists were subpoenaed for that same week. They were 
prepared to stand up against the Grand Jury's McCarthy-like tactics and 
refuse to cooperate. The new subpoenas were issued without immunity 
hearings and the activists used their Fifth Amendment right against self- 
incrimination to refuse to answer questions. 


Rescue Thwarts Grand 
vt to Shackjue Activists 

Strong resistance to the questioning that the federal prosecutors were pursu- 
ing, coupled with intense media organizing on the part of AFR activists, caused 
the feds to back down. On November 17 Assistant Federal Prosecutor Kenneth 
Buck told the four uncooperative activists that he did not intend to file 
contempt charges against them. He announced this after the morning's 
hearings. His reasoning was that he did not feel that we had any relevant 
information to the case. Well, it's about damn time; it took him six months and 
| 12 subpoenas to figure out what he could have read in the newspaper. 

" Maybe it was the 100 people gathered outside of the Federal Building that helped 
Mr. Buck decide. With wide support from the environmental and animal rights 
movements, AFR and the Rocky Mountain Peace and Justice Center organized a 
rally to support the activists at risk of incarceration. This visible demonstration of 
support along with write-in and phone-in campaigns applied significant pressure 
to the federal prosecutors office. AFR has maintained a steady presence with the 
press presenting the Grand Jury as a political witch hunt. 

Fear of victory in the contempt hearing may have also contributed to the 
prosecutor's decision not to file charges. If our lawyers had argued that AFR's 
membership list and the list of people at a meeting were protected by our First 
Amendment Rights (Freedom of Association and Assembly) the decision would 
have been monumental. Without the ability to question you about your friends 
and associates, the power of the Grand Jury would be greatly limited. This Grand 
Jury made a serious attempt to map the radical environmental movement all over 
the country. With a ruling based on the First Amendment that would no longer be 
possible. By refusing to file charges against us the prosecutors office is not taking 
any chances at weakening the Grand Jury's future ability to gather information 
about radical movements. 

Several of the questions asked by the Grand Jury were about people from other 
parts of the country. Of particular interest were activists from Vermont and Oregon. 
The prosecutors are also attempting to link the Vail fire with other recent ALF and 
ELF targets in Wyoming, Denver and Medford, Oregon. We feel questions about 
other areas and people was an attempt to probe the connections in the environ- 
mental community around the country. 

The fight is not over! Four more witnesses appeared before the Grand Jury on 
November 19. One student activist has been told that she has material evidence. 
She will be returning to testify again on December 6. The movement needs to turn 
up the heat on the Grand Jury. Continuing to force activists to appear is costing us 
valuable time and money over bullshit! 

The Grand Jury has hinted that they have suspects connected to the enviro/ 
animal liberation movements. We still need help! With indictments coming out 
we need to prepare for some serious support. The people that they were asking 
about did not burn down Vail. Funds and organizers will be needed at short notice. 
If you want anymore information, contact Crested Butte AFR at (970)349-1005; 
kirstenis@yahoo.com. 

We would like to give special thanks to Carlotta Exotica and Peg Millet for 
coming through with direct support for the rally. Also to all of the bad-ass 
lawyers that represented everybody pro bono! 


HVKGERSIRIKE STOPS FOOD NOT BOMBS ARRESTS IK SAN FRANCISCO 


by Food Not Bombs 

Sis er Bernie Galvin and two other members and 
supp^ rters of Religious Witness with Homeless People 
participated in a hunger strike for justice and compas- 
sion in the United Nations Plaza in San Francisco for 
12 days from November 8-19. 

At the beginning of the hunger strike on November 
8, Sister Bernie issued the following statement: 

Over the past three years Food Not Bombs (FNB) has 
served hot, nutritious vegetarian soup and bread to a 
large gathering of homeless people in United Nations 
Plaza, and I have witnessed the gracious, respectful and 
peaceful manner in which they have done so. Three 
weeks ago, in betrayal of his 1995 campaign promise to 
FNB to allow that serving, Mayor Willie Brown ordered 
his police force to begin arresting anyone serving food 
to homeless people in UN Plaza. Since that order, 13 
members or volunteers of FNB, including myself, have 
been arrested and.) ailed. In all my life I have never seen 
anything so meanspirited as SF police officers moving 
in and taking several five-gallon buckets of hot soup 
and dozens of loaves of bread away from the hungry, 
homeless people lined up for that evening meal. How 
utterly heartless of Mayor Brown to order his police 
force to confiscate food compassionately prepared for 
poor people right in front of their very eyes and to haul 
if off and dump it! 

Members of the SF police force have committed 
themselves to serve and protect the community 
from real crime and danger; how unfair of Mayor 
Brown to put his police officers in, what is undoubt- 
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Sister Bernie is arrested by San Francisco cops. 


edly for most of them, suclj a painful moral di- 
lemma. On November 1, I was arrested for serving 
food in UN Plaza and held in jail for 24 hours. I will 
return to UN Plaza and serve food as many times as 
is necessary, risking arrest, in protest to Mayor 
Brown's cruel orders to his police force to arrest 
those of us trying to alleviate the suffering of poor 
people. Furthermore, on Monday, November 8, I 
will begin a personal hunger strike which will last 
until Mayor Brown revokes his order to his police 
force to deny homeless people access to the soup 
and bread prepared for them by Food Not Bombs or 


by anyone else. During this fast I will consume 
juice only, in order to maintain enough strength to 
continue my ministry with homeless people. I 
have invited other religious leaders and commu- 
nity members to join in this public fast to the 
extent to which their circumstances permit. We 
will be on the steps of City Hall in a silent prayer 
vigil Monday through Friday, 12 noon to 1 p.m., 
for as many days as Mayor Brown's orders for the 
arrests remain. 

The hunger strike ended when the city halted the 
arrests of FNB volunteers, pending the outcome of 
negotiations between FNB and the city to allow the 
serving of food in UN Plaza to continue. "Religious 
Witness was instrumental in bringing about these 
negotiations. We sincerely hope and pray that the 
two parties are successful in their effort so that the 
needs of hungry, poor people can be met, " said Sarah 
Gooze, staff person of Religious Witness. 

Father Louis Vitale, who, along with Sister Bernie 
and Herman Gallegos, fasted the entire 12 days on 
juice and water only, commented: "Franciscans have 
had a long heritage — over 100 years of feeding people 
in this neighborhood. We were appalled that food 
was taken from the poor and people arrested for 
serving the poor. We have fasted and risked arrest, 
and now we are very pleased that a new compassion 
allows the feeding to continue." 

For more information contact San Francisco 
Food Not Bombs; POB 40485; San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia 94140; (415) 675-9928; sffnb@iww.org; 
www.foodnotbombs.org. 





Marine Protected Areas — A Human-centric Concept 


by David Orton 

The proposal to establish Marine Protected Areas 
(MPAs), made by the Canadian Department of Fisher- 
ies and Oceans (DFO) under the 1996 Oceans Act, 
needs to apply deep ecology to an actual environmen- 
tal issue. The literature that I have seen on MPAs seems 
to appeal to human economic self-interest, such as 
how fishers can benefit. Yet fishers seem- to feel that 
they have some proprietary lock on the oceans from 
which the public is excluded. It seems a stupid strategy 
to try and mollify fishers while trying to establish 
MPAs. In order to create fully protected, extensive 
ocean sanctuaries that are not undercut by 
fishing or fossil fuel interests, there must be 
a new social base, including more than 
just fisher people. Conservation must raise 
an all-species perspective and oppose 
anthropocentrism. The primary issue in 
any MPA discussion should be philosophi- 
cal, trying to change how humans look at 
the oceans and their life forms. 

Choices in life are driven by philosophy, al- 
though few of us think about how our actions and 
philosophies are related. Those who support deep 
ecology believe that there has to be a fundamental 
change in consciousness of how humans relate to the 
natural world. This requires a change from an anthro- 
pocentric to an ecocentric perspective — seeing hu- 
mans as a species with no superior status. All other 
species have a right to exist, irrespective of their 
usefulness to the human species. Humans cannot 
presume dominance over all non-human species of 
life and see nature as a resource for our utilization. We 
have to extend the ethical circle outwards, toward the 
oceans and the Earth. All life is one. 

The true conservationist, or Earth-citizen, must 
be prepared to oppose his/her own self-interest for 
the benefit of other creatures and their habitats. 
The justification for MPAs should not be one of 
self-interest. Protection of marine areas should not 
be based on which (human) stakeholders shout the 
loudest in opposition. A fundamental question 
about MPAs is whether to appeal to economic 
interests or to rise above this, by promoting overall 
ecological and social interests. 

A Marine Protected Area must mean full ecological 
protection from human exploitive interests, other- 
wise the term itself becomes debased. Degrees of 
restriction of the human use of an oceans area could 
be encompassed using another term such as Marine 
Regulated Area rather than using, and debasing, the 
term "protected area." 

According to the Oceans Act, MPAs rest on an 
assertion of ownership over the internal waters, the 
territorial sea and the exclusive economic zone. In a 
press release dated December 19, 1996, the federal 
fishing minister said the passage of the Oceans Act 
"reaffirms Canada's sovereign ocean rights..." Sup- 
porters of deep ecology believe no one can own the 
Earth, whether from a state, individual or collective 


point of view. Asserted ownership is ultimately a 
convenient social fiction deriving from a human soci- 
ety bent on enforcing a claim of control over other 
creatures and the Earth itself. 

The Oceans Act is not based on deep ecology. 
According to this act the Canada's Ocean Manage- 
ment Strategy (of which MPAs are a part) is to be based 
on support for the principles of sustainable develop- 
ment. This concept, which sanctifies continuous 
economic growth and consumerism, should not be 
accepted. We need to drastically scale back economic 
growth and consumerism not expand it. Mathis 
Wackernagel and William Rees, in their 1996bookOwr 
Ecological Footprint, though presenting quite a 
human-centered perspective, point out that 
to live sustainably, we must ensure "that we 
use the essential products and processes of 
nature no more quickly than they can be 
renewed and that we discharge wastes no 
more quickly than they can be absorbed." 
Moreover, they point out that if everyone on 
Earth had the average Canadian or American 
lifestyle, then three planets would be needed for 
a sustainable lifestyle for the world's population. 

The Oceans Act uses the word "resource" to cover 
non-human creatures living in the oceans. The auto- 
matic assumption that nature is a resource for corpo- 
rate and human use is an indication of our total 
alienation from the natural world. It implies a human- 
centered, utilitarian world view and that humans are 
somehow the pinnacle of evolution. 

The word "stakeholder" means anyone interested in 
MPAs, lumping together those who want to exploit 
the oceans with people who have ecological and social 
interests. It makes no distinction between, say, in- 
shore fishers who have a long term personal commit- 
ment to living off of the oceans and oil and gas 
companies who pack up and move whenever richer 
fields are found. The concept seems to imply that out 
of the various competing interests, a lowest common 
denominator, general good will emerge. Ultimately, 
we are all stakeholders in a planetary well-being sense, 
yet non-human stakeholders are not considered. In 
terms of MPAs, who has more at stake than the seals, 
the fish and the algae? 

The Oceans Act says that its legislation upholds 
existing treaty rights of aboriginal peoples as out- 
lined in the Constitution Act of 1982, under sec- 
tion 35. Translated, this means that a MPA can be 
subject to exploitation by aboriginal peoples. This 
puts ecology subordinate to human society. 

The DFO seems to have replaced Parks Canada as 
the leading federal agency in marine protection, 
yet it has been intimately concerned with promot- 
ing corporate exploitive interests in fisheries poli- 
cies. Put another way, the DFO does not question 
the assumption that marine ecology should serve 
the industrial capitalist economy. For Parks Canada, 
maintenance of ecological integrity was consid- 
ered the first priority in park zoning and visitor use. 

The nature of our capitalist society influences 



how we think about MPAs. I support protecting 
marine areas, but free of human exploitation. MPAs 
need to become a reflection of ecocentric thinking. 
The question is: Will MPAs be the beginning of a 
new ecological way of preservation or a subterfuge 
for the continued industrial exploitation of the 
oceans using greenwashing? 

A step in choosing marine areas to protect is to assess 
all the stakeholders. Humans are one group— those 
with a direct economic interest being only a sub- 
group. After all, the term protected area implies pro- 
tection from humans. The other stakeholders, who 
usually remain voiceless at meetings, are the marine 
animals, plants and other organisms. Their interests 
have to be given more weight than human concerns. 

MPAs cannot be just minor set-asides. We cannot 
have dead zones between them. MPAs are not about 
creating wildlife reservations, because the nature of 
our society influences life inside these areas. Wider 
phenomena, like global warming, do not stop at MPA 
boundaries. Therefore a new, global, marine vision is 
necessary. Why don't we set aside oceans giving them 
protected status and then have workshops and meet- 
ings about which small areas should be Opened up for 
human exploitation, of course, sustainably? 

David Orton is coordinator of the Green Web environ- 
mental research group. He lives on an old hill farm in Nova 
Scotia, Canada and engages in developing the left biocen- 
tric tendency in deep ecology. Contact the Green Web, R. 
R. # 3 Saltsprings, NS BOK IPO, Canada; 
greenweb@fox.nstn.ca; www.fox.nstn.ca//" green web. 
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continued from front page 

They were released on their own recog- 
nizance an hour later. On November 16 
two more activists were arrested for 
chaining themselves to bulldozers. They 
were brought before a judge and re- 
leased after promising to not perform 
civil disobedience at the construction 
site. All of those arrested reported being 
threatened with physical harm by the 
officials of CEDerech Eretz, the com- 
pany responsible for building the road, 
and other independent contractors. 

Opposition to the road goes on 

Environmental organizations have 
been moving into high gear, attempt- 
ing a last-ditch effort to stop the 
road. The activist groups, building 
on the experience of groups like Road 
Alert (UK) and Earth First!, under- 


stand that radical resistance is the 
only effective mechanism for mobiliz- 
ing a different transportation policy. 
It seems that the Society for the Pro- 
tection of Nature in Israel (SPNI) and 
other groups are in agreement; they 
have tried very hard to help. 

The SPNI blanketed the country with 
posters that denounced the highway 
and called on the public to register its 
opposition. Green Course has started to 
demonstrate outside the Knesset, the 
Israeli Senate, each day. The youth 
movements of the SPNI organized a 
demonstration against the road at the 
construction site. Members of Knesset 
(MKs) have promised to show up at the 
protest camp to support the green cam- 
paigners. Environment Minister Dalia 
Itzik, along with six other ministers 
and 57 MKs, have signed a petition 


calling on the government to study 
the feasibility of the road using non- 
governmental independent experts. 

A number of groups and individuals 
visit the protest tent daily. These have 
included a Peace Now youth group, a 
commune from HaShomer HaTzair, 
and most exciting, all the kibbutz kids 
aged six-11 from Nachshonim, the 
town most affected by the highway. 
Eran Shadar (Subaru) pretended to be a 
representative of the highway people 
and tried to convince the kiddies to 
support the road. They were unim- 
pressed. One said, "The road will 
threaten my dog." Another said, 
"Where will we go to be outside?" 
Others talked about the awful noise 
and smell of the cars. They promised to 
talk to their families about the road. 

We need your help 

Experience from other countries leads 
us to believe that the road can be stopped, 


even at this late stage. A majority of 
the public is against it, as are nearly 
all of Israel's transportation and plan- 
ning experts. The road is also threat- 
ening Israel's Palestinian Arab villages 
that lie in its path. What is necessary 
is public support. Here's what you 
can do to help: 

Come to the protest encampment for 
an hour, day or week. Bring food. Regis- 
ter to participate in nonviolent civil 
disobedience on a specific day as soon 
as possible. Do what you can to get 
other organizations, political parties and 
public figures to join the struggle. 

To help send money to Green Ac- 
tion, POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, Isreal; (972) 
3-516-2349; greenman@shani.net; 
www.greenaction.org.il. Now is the 
time to save the land of Israel and her 
people from the devastation planned 
by the contractors and real estate devel- 
opers of the CEDerech Eretz consor- 
tium. Help us in our time of need! 
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Dear SFB, 

Hi. There is no Earth First! where I live, 
although Manitoba has a group. I think 
there is a major uphill battle for environ- 
mentalism in Canada since so much of the 
economy is based on natural resources-min- 
ing, logging, fishing etc... so much of the 
obvious is ignored until it is too late — 
collapsed east coast cod fishery, now the 
west coast salmon fishery... So people come 
up with something else to plunder. It creates 
jobs! It makes money so everyone cheers! 
With more money to shop at Walmart and 
buy new trucks! Here in Saskatchewan where 
the only industry seems to be farming is in 
a mess. The only farmers doing well are 
organic chemical free farmers! 
Hmmmm, what a concept — but do 
the majority follow suit? No, they sign 
contracts with Monsanto! 

Anyway, right now an issue is in ,-i 
the hands with the fed- 
eral government — the 
sale of water — not just 
bottled water but bulk water! Some 
business guy in Newfoundland found a 
pristine lake and wants to take the 
water out and sell it! So the government 
must decide if this is legal, if they should 
allow it etc... The free trade agreement 
did not protect water, and if the MAI 
ever goes through look out — foreign 
investors could pop up all over 
Canada buying lakes and drain- 
ing them for export and profits 
believing they aren't do- 
ing any harm... Poor 
countries that really do 
need water will not be 
able to afford it. It 
makes me furious. I wish I could do some- 
thing... 

Another thing, Canada accepts old pluto- 
nium from the United States and Russia's 
'nuclear weapons that are being dismantled. 
Grrrr, go to any Canadian city and you will 
find some dinky sign "this is a nuclear free 
zone" meanwhile uranium and plutonium 
is being carted all over the place in trucks, 
trains, ships... if there is ever an accident... It 
annoys me that Canada is so weak. 

Weyerhaeuser took over MacMillan 
Bloedel in Canada this June. Aaaaaaaah! 
MacBlo had "promised" it would stop 
clearcutting (but proceeded to hack away a 
huge amount of qld-growth rainforest in 
BC) and signed an agreement with the Sierra 
Club, Greenpeace and local tribes to set up 
a sustainable logging program in Clayaquot 
Sound! Sounded nice, but now 
Weyerhaeuser has it's hands on it! rant rant 
rant-I do admire Earth First! greatly and 
wish I could be more involved, but for now, 
keep up the good work! 

— Heather 

Dear SFB, 

I’m reading your latest and decided I 
must write you. 

It's said that the only thing wrong with 
Woodstock (1969) was that the people 
went home. I take that to mean corporate 
culture! If you witnessed Woodstock back 
in 1999 in Bethel, New York, you'd say 
that's really right on. 

It's also been said that the only thing 
wrong with Earth First! is that it has consti- 
pation of the imagination. That's certainly 
true in these parts. 

Defense of Mother Earth is in the defen- 
sive. If the Earth is really first, then it means 
offensive. Taking back the culture from the 
greed-insanity -ridden power freaks like Clin- 
ton 'n Bush. Who remembers Savings and 
Loads... the S&L scandal... So now it's rack- 
eteers. Some choice, eh? 

But back to the offensive of taking the 
culture back, the human/natural condition 
away from the WTO, the trilateral commis- 
sion, NASA and her nukes in space, e.g. 
science is the product etc. Think hard. Think 
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economics with spirituality values, e.g. green 
values. Think breaking dependency on 
necessity(s) from corporations. Green groups 
on land trusts or co-ops in every town and 
village... world wide... aH focused on break- 
ing dependencies on corporations. Millions 
of such groups then you "pie" only for 
Saturday evening entertainment. 

Offensive anyone? Let's get real! 

— Bruce Shearer 

Dear SFB, 

Early Friday (10/22/99) I went to the 
Adorni Center in Eureka, Humboldt County, 
to peacefully express my concerns with the 
lifting of international trade tariffs, among 
other issues. I see theTrade, Investment and 
Tourism Conference, which was being held 
there that day, as a prelude to the WTO's 
agenda, which aims to abolish most tar- 
iff "and non-tariff" trade barriers 
for all WTO member 
7 - iy countries to boost global 

exports, at the expense of 
labor, consumer, and environmental 
organizations. We stood on the pub- 
lic side walk, a one lane road and 
another wide sidewalk away from the 
I building. Eureka police suddenly or- 
| dered us to move. I know of my right 
' to peacefully assemble and express my 
opinion. When I asked for an explana- 

k tion, the police officer grabbed my 
wrists. Shocked I requested he 
let me leave immediately , as I 
did not want a confrontation. I 
was arrested for "obstructing 
justice", handcuffed, 
booked, fingerprinted, 
photographed, 
searched, incarcerated at 
the county jail The first 24 hours 1 spend 
locked up in a maximum security holding 
cell, without breaks. I was then transferred 
to a solitary confinement in a small cold cell 
without outward looking windows, 20- 
minute breaks per day to use the phone and 
shower, loud noise outside the cell until 
midnight, woken with a "show your wrist- 
band!" yell at 6 a.m. The lights were on day 
and night. Finally, Monday afternoon they 
released me. Clearly they had no case against 
me, and the ridiculous charges were dropped. 
Ten other people were also arrested in simi- 
lar circumstances. A key characteristic of a 
police state is that the police punish with- 
out judicial process as a means to instill fear 
through intimidation. The arbitrary arrest 
and harsh punishment was clearly politi- 
cally motivated, as non-opinionated resi- 
dents were allowed to stroll through the 
area unhindered. What kind of Country is 
this becoming? 

— Michael Van Brockhoven 
Humboldt No-to-WTO Coalition 

Dear SFB, 

There are some in society and govern- 
ment who think it would be "foolish" to 
release wolves in the state of West Virginia. 
There are some that have no roads or towns 
within a 192-square-mile area, except log- 
ging roads, which are not on any of my 
maps. To prevent inbreeding, they would 
have to be relocated from different areas of 
Canada and the US.‘ After a time, certain 
members of the pack could be taken and 
relocated to other established pack areas. 
Such as, some members of pack 1 in the 
Cranberry Glades Wilderness area could be 
relocated to pack 2 in the Dolly Sodds Wil- 
derness area, etc. 

It is imperative that any wolves re- 
leased do not come from packs associ- 
ated with humans, even animals kept in 
large outdoor enclosures. These animals 
are fed by having meat thrown at them 
by humans. This associates food with hu- 
mans. They smell human scent on the 
food. Also, they cannot feed meat from 
livestock. I do believe it is possible to rein- 
troduce wolves in the state of West Vir- 


ginia, but only in the "wilder" areas. 
When I was younger it was nearly im- 
possible to see raptors here. Now it is 
fairly common. In the spring of 1998, I 
witnessed the flight of a golden eagle in 
Greenbrier County. This is something I 
thought I'd never see. Maybe, if we put 
aside our fears, paranoias, and greed, 
just maybe, our children may witness 
wolves in our state. 

— Ivan Cales 

Dear SFB, 

I feel like I have been out of touch with 
things after reading a few issues of the EF!J. 
Since I'm locked up in a state hotel for the 
last four years, I have been closed to what is 
really going on. So thank you for showing 
me what I have not been seeing or hearing. 
I wish I was out so I could join others in what 
is right but I am giving my support from 
behind some fences and barbed wire. There 
isn't many people where I am at who 
view their feelings or show any kind of 
support because they're caught up in their 
world that has been created around my- 
self and others. I try not to let this place 
control my thoughts or visions of what I 
love and miss. I love to walk through mother 
earth's gardens and enjoy the treasures she 
has given us. I don't get that pleasure from 
where I'm at but thoughts and pictures in 
my mind bring a little peace to my daily 
life. It was my own choices to why I'm 
sitting where I am at, because I let myself 
get caught up in society's corruption with 
drugs and money and pushed what I 
truly love and care about in the back of 
my head and heart. I've let myself shed 
that corruption. I can realize what I truly 
love and that's freedom that comes with 
feeling the love from the Mother Earth's 
many gifts. She has a great power that I 
want to get back in touch with, but it is 
sad to see it slowly vanishing because of 
people's stupidity and greed. 

I wish there was more that I could do 
and hope to be among the others out 
there in a few years to fight for what has 
given us so much and that is life. I love 
you, Mother Earth, for what you have 
given me and many others. Please print 
my name and address so hopefully I can 
receive some contact from people who 
wouldn't mind sharing their thoughts 
with me and who are not brainwashed 
by society's stupidity. 

— Matthew Conrad, #8908867 

777 Stanton Blvd., Ontario, OR 97914 

Dear SFB, 

Hey now! I was recently able to 
get my grubbies on a copy of Earth 
First! At another facility and was 
reignited after some time of inac- 
tion; spiritual as well as physical. 

The boys here at Colorado DOC 
then jerked me over to a whole 
new facility where there is no 
library or access to the Journal. If 
you could please send me a sub- 
scription with the promise of 
future donations once I become 
a bit more solvent. That would 
be greatly appreciated 

Also I'm putting together a sort 
of index of rainforest defense and 
natural living structure to help 
educate myself and others who 
would rather stand up and be 
accounted for in our mother's 
great fight. Any schematics 
y'all or the readers can pro- 
vide would be much appre- 
ciated. Also, I am a bit out 
of touch in general, and contact is sorely 
missed, missives of triumph, struggle, or 
greetings would be well received. Stand 
for what you stand qn! 

— B. Lindey Davis D.O.C. 

#99750Sterling Correctional Facility 

POB 6000 Sterling, CO 80751 



Dear Comrades, 

Receive warm greetings from your broth- 
ers and sisters in Island. Our Communica- 
tion Commission (CC) was glad to read the 
article on Vieques recently included in EF! 
Thanks for keeping hundreds of activists, 
students, and subscribers to EF informed on 
this particular issue. With this letter we are 
including a Press Release that clearly states 
our position. Please if you want to keep a 
copy for your records after using the PR 
photocopy this one and completely destroy 
the original. Revolucionariamente, 

For the last one hundred years, the United 
States Government has vilely manipulated the 
Puerto Rican people, turning our territory into a 
bastion of war and a gigantic base for military 
operations. Its purpose has not been, as they 
would lead us to believe, to have an appropriate 
place for their military training, and thus exer- 
cise the misleading policy of common defense 
with which all the political parties that have 
performed as the colony administrators have 
been enticed. No one could ever forget the end- 
less list of aggressions directed towards our 
fellow nations such as the Dominican Re- 
public, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Cuba, 
Granada, and Guatemala that have been 
launched from our territory, fust the same, 
they have forced, and still force us, to keep 
their strategic forces on our land, supposedly 
in order to fight the narco traffic. No Latin 
American brother or sister should forget that 
for many decades the US government has 
utilized our territory for installing as well as 
supporting fascist regimes all over our Latin 
America whenever they have found it conve- 
nient. 

The Puerto Rican people have demanded for 
decades the retreat of their military training and 
the suspension of the constant bombardment 
our people of Vieques have been subject to. In too 
many instances we have been victims of their 
bombs, abuses, and assassinations, as it re- 
cently happenedwhen a civilian got killed by the 
bombs thrown by their fighter bombers. The 
extremity of these abuses arise when they offer 
to rent our island for money as they advertise on 
different international organisms dedicated to 
warfare presenting our land as a paradise for 
training and bombing. 

The last 15 July the US Navy secretary, 
Richard Danzig, let all the Puerto Rican people 
and authorities know that, according to him- 
self, the utilization of our island of Vieques 
appears to be irreplaceable and indispensable 
for the yanquis military force, and that they 
are getting prepared for the restoration of the 
bombing over Vieques with live ammunition. 
All this, without any listening to our people 
who, unanimously, from all the different 
political tendencies have joined to- 
gether to state that Enough is 
Enough!, that we all agree that 
it has been enough abuse against 
our Puerto Rican people ingeneral 
T S and against the ten thousand citizens 

of the municipality of Vieques in particu- 
lar. 

For the first time in our History those 
sectors of the population who have tradition- 
ally supported the US Navy occupation of 
this island as well as the ceaseless bombard- 
ment, have seen the light and joined their 
voices to those who have always fought the 
arbitrary use of our territory as a military 
base, in order to demand the retreat of 
the Navy from Vieques. The 
Macheteros totally support the 
expressions of determination 
which reflects the eagerness 
of those of us who for de- 
cades have struggled for the 
retreat of the said forces, 
not only from Vieques but from all of our 
Puerto Rico. 

The Macheteros warn the military policy of 
the yanqui's Pentagon that if they were to restore 
the use of Vieques for their practices on target 
shooting, we will energetically respond. They 
must not be mistaken and underestimate not 
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pressed by the representative's of the Vieque's 
community — Doha Alba Encamacion, Mr. 
Carlos Ventura, Carlos Zenon, Ismael 
Guadalupe, Roberto Rabin, and many others 
who have publicly spoke against responding 
with the same violence that the US Navy applies 
over Vieques. So far we have respected this 
initiative originated inside the community. How- 
ever, if the US Navy policy is that of once more 
attacking our Isla Nena, turning ft into a shoot- 
ing target, and continue to seriously harm not 
only the population as a whole, but also the 
fishermen and the environment, the Macheteros 
will respond with the strength that it re- 
quires, wherever it may be required. Do not 
force us to do it! Viva Puerto Rico Libre. 
Hasta la Victoria Siempre! 

Dear SFB, 

The town of Townsend, Tennessee, which 
borders the Great Smoky Mountains is cur- 
rently beginning a major road 
project. The town of Townsend, 
which has always prided itself on 
being the "Quiet Side of the 
Smokies, " has with little or no 
fight — given in to a handful 
of businesses which want to 
increase traffic, increase tour 
ism, and of course, increase rev- 
enue. A few long-term residents have 
opposed this project, but because 
most of them are struggling farmers 
with little political clout, their oppo- 
sition has been ignored. 

So far, the existing two-way roadway 
leading into the Great Smoky Mountain 
National Park (through 
Townsend) has been rerouted 
to allow for completely level- 
ing beautiful hills and small 
mountains, clear cutting all 
trees that lie in the path of the 
new roadway and excavation 
of all areas surrounding the 
planned project. I has been 
reported (in the Knoxville News Sentinel news- 
paper) that some of the areas being exca- 
vated are sacred to the nearby Cherokee 
Indians. And archaeological teams from the 
University of Tennessee are frantically work- 
ing to recover artifacts and other Indian 
relics before it's too late. 

I'm contacting you because of the arro- 
gance of the small group of council mem- 
bers that refuse to acknowledge that many 
local people simply do not want this 
project. It should be noted that most of 
these council people are also local busi- 
ness owners who would profit directly 
from this project. The Great Smoky Moun- 
tains are truly a national treasure — with 
some of the most diverse plant and animal 
life in the entire US. Much of it has already 
been damaged by careless development 
and unplanned growth near and around 
the park. Many of the people in this area 
struggle to make a living, so they don't 
have the resources to influence the politi- 
cians or have much of a say in what is 
happening in their community. A group 
like Earth First! Has resources to — at the 
very least — be heard by these elected idi- 
ots. Is there anything that can be done? 

Sincerely and respectfully, 

— Rik Laney 

Dear SFB, 

It occurs to me I should subscribe to 
your magazine and not be a free loader all 
the time. Thanks for the call telling me 
you're going to use "Starting Over" on 
the cover of your magazine. I'll be look- 
ing forward to that issue! 

I hope I can someday do more to help out 
your cause. Some issues are so complicated 
it's difficult to know what's really true — and 
in some what may be accepted as the best 
way, really isn't. As an example (and I don't 
know how your organization feels about 
this): I have had years of experience 
running an irrigated ranch and also head- 



ing an irrigation company. Well, contrary 
to what most believe, sprinkler irrigation 
wastes far more water than flood irriga- 
tion. I have written articles on this trying 
to get rid of government installation of 
sprinklers (articles were published) but 
haven't had any luck. 

Where sprinklers are used the surface of 
waters exposed to evaporation is multi- 
plied roughly 1,000 times. And although 
flood irrigation appears to waste water, 
that water actually goes into the aquifer, 
comes out somewhere as springs and isn't 
wasted at all. I mention the above just as 
an example. But I realize your magazine 
takes a more direct way to deal with prob- 
lems, and often that's the only way. And 
thanks for your courage. ' 

Sincerely, 

— Bill Ohrmann 

,, Dear Earth First! 

Thank you so much for the free 
sample. I just wanted to enlighten 
you on Darwinian Theory, which 
is as "silly" as the articles you've 
highlighted in Vol. 20 No 1. 

Quote, " Darwinian theories reinforced 
beliefs that species survival was more 
. important than individual fulfillment. 

Much as the social Gospel used the 
9 * Darwinian idea of the survival of the 
1 wealth and privilege in American soci- 
' ety, scientific defenders of patriarchy j ust 

find the definition of women through 
their maternal role and their exclusion 
from economic and educational oppor- 
tunities as serving the best interests 
of species survival, "(from Gerda 
Lerner, "The Creation of Patriar- 
chy"). This of course leads to 
sexism, racism and all the other 
isms of prejudices. I'd like to 
see more eco-warriors rather 
than ego-warriors. 

By the way, womb-like envi- 
ronments in nature have existed for 2.5 
billion years, whereas the first penis ap- 
peared 200 million years ago. The later 
category winning 17 of 18 awards (in your 
Darwinian contest) for hideous, ridiculous 
and cocky pranks. 

Thanks again! Look forward to the 
next issue. 

— Sharon Pukis 

Dear SFB, 

I recently had a chance to read your 
publication and appreciated being able 
to do so immensely. Yes, it was great to 
read something "real" for a change. 

Well. I am 26, part Native American 
and on Death Row for a crime I didn't 
commit. I have very little contact 
with the outside world. Not 
only am I facing execution for 
someone else's action — but, liv- 
ing in a place where the "pow- 
ers that be" are beating and 
killing prisoners at wi 
Thankfully though nine of 
them were caught doing so 
in July and are currently "un- 
der investigation." Hopefully they 
won't get away with it... again. 
Anyway, I am extremely interested 
and quite concerned about all the 
issues in EF! and would very much 
enjoy hearing from anyone who 
is the same. 

If you would publish this letter I 
would appreciate it greatly. Thank 
you and keep up the good fight! 

PS. If possible I would like 
to be placed on your 
mailing list. 

—Jack Sliney #905288 
Union Correctional 
Institution 

U.C.I.-A1-P-1-1-10-S 

POB 221, Raiford, FL 
32083 




Dear SFB, 

Our lives are saturated with commer- 
cial hype. Enter any building and you're 
likely to hear a radio playing a mix of 
music and commercial chatter. Open 
any newspaper or magazine and you'll 
see mostly advertising, sometimes in the 
form of promotions masquerading as 
news (like the latest Star Wars movie on 
the front page of some papers every 
day for a week). Mailboxes are filed 
with junk mail, junk messages 
clog the internet, bill- 
boards dot the land- 
scape and some 
businesses even want to 
launch their logos into orbit and 
make them a permanent part of 
the night sky. 

But marketing, advertising and 
public relations aren't just es- 
thetic nuisances. Together they 
make up an industry of manipu- 
lation that debases our culture, 
and we debase ourselves by ac- 
cepting its propaganda as 
part of our daily lives. This 
industry, the ultimate ex- 
pression of corporate 
culture, encourages us 
to tolerate self- 
serving phoni- 
ness, to give in to 
our impulses, to 
be wasteful, and we accept this. More 
and more we ignore the moral implica- 
tions of what we do economically, 
whether at work or while shopping. We 
are becoming a nation of cynical ihass- 
consumers, and such a nation will not 
be a democracy for long. 

If we end up as nothing more than 
"human resources, * we'll have only our- 
selves to blame. Corporate tyranny would 
own our souls. To prevent this disaster, 
we must reassert our moral awareness 
and reject the false, manipulative cul- 
ture of corporate advertising. Boycott- 
ing, activism and political action should 
all be part of this effort. 

Imagine a life without a constant in- 
formation pollution. No more inane 
catch phrases, robotic dialogues or mu- 
tated rock jungles, no more hysterical 
superficiality or status symbols subtly 
crafted to play on our insecurities. Hon- 
esty, civility and common sense would 
at last be able to make themselves heard 
over the noise of our media, and genu- 
ine reform of our society would be a lot 
more likely to happen. 

So I think there is a lot of latent revul- 
sion out there in mainstream society 
just waiting to be tapped that could 
greatly strengthen anti-corporate 
resistance overall. 

* — Pan Troglodytes 


Dear Earth First! editor, 

The 2,000-hectare Jatun Sacha 
Biological Station, which is in the 
upper Napo River watershed in Ama- 
zonian Ecuador is under threat. The 
county works commissioner, Dr. 
Edison Chavez, is again... this is not 
the first time... threatening to build 
a road, and now we have to spend 
money hiring lawyers to defend 
against him and press our own 
lawsuit against Mr. Chavez. Jatun 
Sacha, which was named the sec- 
ond international Children's 



rainforest, houses some of the 
most species rich forest in 
the world. Studies have in- 
dicated extremely high 
levels of biodiversity for 
trees, birds, butterflies, 
fungi and other groups. 
We also have a very ac- 
tive community exten- 
sion program which in- 


cludes reforestation, handicraft produc- 
tion and the direct sale of organically 
grown coffee and cacao. 

Mr. Chavez has a history of pulling 
this type of stunt with other conserva- 
tion groups in the region who have not 
had the resources nor the willingness to 
stand up to him. We will stand up to him 
by presenting a number of lawsuits 
against him to stop the road con- 
struction. His mode of operation is 
to go into communities, promise 
payment or gifts to gain support 
and ends up dividing the com- 
^ munities and putting them into 
internal conflict. He orga- 
nized a group of thugs to 
_ rebuild a road into one of 
w the Rincance ecotourism 
projects in the region, and 
they cut off one of the Rincancae 
representative's arms with a chain 
saw. Also through his contacts he 
was able to remove the National 
Park service employee, Franco 
Guiterrez, who was trying to op- 
pose this road construction, from 
his position in the Tena office. He 
also organized a road construc- 
tion for wood removal 
and oil development in 
another reserve project 
dedicated to the reintro- 
duction of animals 
taken from animal traffickers into a re- 
serve area of environmental impact stud- 
ies. A few hours later, the tractors came 
in and opened a road through the middle 
of the forest, again in the most ecologi- 
cally sensitive part. 

We consider Mr. Chavez a criminal 
and are going to use all the resources at 
our defense to stop his criminal actions 
about nature and people in this region. 

— Jatun Sacha Foundation, 
Casilla 17-12-867 
Quito, Ecuador 

Dear SFB, 

Suppose that we decide to accept that 
the premise set forth by Associated Con- 
tract Loggers is true; the USFS is being 
drawn into religion-based decision mak- 
ing by socio-political forces using 
"pseudo-science" to further deeply spiri- 
tual agendas. 

Note immediately that on the one hand, 
the single-minded pursuit of many is as 
spiritual (albeit demonical) as the pursuit 
of ecological wholeness, and on the other 
hand, science is widely held to be the 
religion of the majority of today's US 
citizens. This being the case, ACL is 
equally culpable by trying to force the 
USFS to endorse their gods and spiritual 
systems. 

A moment's thought will show that 
the notion that we can divorce our deep- 
est spiritual leanings from our public 
professions is a fiction. And this fiction 
is supported only be by ever-shifting 
common wisdom as to what is secular 
and what is sacred. 

The ACL seeks to enshrine one view of 
the common wisdom, that commerce 
and manufacturing are secular, hence 
under the protection of government, 
while wildness and wholeness are spiri- 
tual, thus outside such protection. We, 
however, seek to bring forth a different 
view, that the Vox Populi is the arbiter of 
what concerns our government — and 
further, that we are that voice. And since, 
by the grace of God, we have come be- 
yond the craving to carve our initials on 
the face of our forests, have surpasses 
manipulative possessiveness to arrive at 
Deep Love for our beautiful Gaia, then 
that is the appropriate stance for our 
government's agencies, serving as the ad- 
ministrators of The People's Will, to take. 

— Emily Sprague 
December-January 2000 Earth First! Page 27 



Towers Tumble Down 

continued from front page 

In an unprecedented action in the early morning hours 
of September 30, Pemon warriors downed one of the steel 
towers that had been installed in the Gran Sabana. In the 
days that followed, four other towers were downed, two in 
the Imataca Forest and two more in the Gran Sabana. Each 
tower is nearly 100 feet tall and costs $47,000 to construct. 

On October 1, the National Guard responded by sending 
200 guards to surround more than 500 indigenous protest- 
ers and warned them that if they did not disperse, more 
troops would be sent in. The Pemon held steadfast to their 
demand to meet with President Chavez, rejecting negotia- 
tions with the head of the National Guard for Bolivar State. 

During the week of protests, President Hugo Chavez had 
been on a European trip. Upon his return to Caracas, he 
held a press conference on matters of national interest. At 
the conference, the Associated Press reporter who had 
been advised by Amazon Watch of the growing conflict 
asked the completely unaware president about his views 
on the Pemon protests. At 1 1 p.m. that evening, a military 
envoy reached Pemon leaders and notified them that a 
high-level government delegation would be there by early 
afternoon the next day to meet. On October 5, the govern- 
ment delegation made up of the country's Minister of 
Defense along with the Minister of Environment, the head 
of the National Guard, the President of CVG and the 
Minister of Mines and Energy arrived in Santa Elena (near 
the Brazilian border). 

The Pemon rejected talks with the delegation, insisting 
that they would only negotiate with President Chavez. The 
government delegation made a pledge to suspend all con- 
struction in the Gran Sabana until the land rights issues 
were resolved. Eventually, the Pemon reluctantly accepted 
this pledge and agreed to not down more power lines as long 
as construction was suspended. However, they continue to 
demand a meeting with President Chavez began to hold on- 
going round table talks with indigenous leaders. 

On October 7, reports surfaced in the Imataca commu- 
nities that CVG contractors and subsidiaries had at- 
tempted to bribe at least two communities with offers of 
money (one offer was a cash bribe of $16,000), food (bags 
of rice with the logo of the construction contractor 
subsidiary) and sporting goods in exchange for damages 
done to the power line. This action was strongly de- 
nounced by the Pemon on who reaffirmed their opposi- 
tion saying, "With these actions, the corporations are 
attempting to buy the conscience of indigenous peoples 
of Imataca. Since the beginning, our demands have been 
clear: We do not want Band-Aids and trinkets, what we 
want is title to our territories and the administration and 
management of our natural resources. We are tired of the 
government and company's lack of respect for us, who try 
to diminish our struggle and continue their 'business-as 
usual.' Our territories are not for sale; they are not to be 
bought; they are to be respected." 

Following their denouncement, a military escort came 
and requested that Captain Juvencio Gomez, the chief of 
the Gran Sabana Pemon, come to the military base. That 
morning, a phone call came in from President Chavez who. 
pledged his commitment to help resolve the land conflict 
and committed to meet with Pemon leaders in the near 
future. The next day, Chavez left Venezuela for a 23-day 
tour of Asia and Europe. For the time being, things are at a 



Waterfall in Pemon ancestral homeland 


stand still, although there is some optimism that Venezuela's 
new president is perhaps more willing than his predecessors 
to address land rights for the country's indigenous peoples. 

The path ahead 

Venezuela's indigenous peoples have faced fundamental 
challenges from Venezuela's weak land rights laws — laws 
which do not offer legal guarantees to their ancestral lands. 
That is now changing. In a historic process initiated by the 
populist President Chavez, a constitutional assembly was 
convened in August to write a new constitution that stamps 
out corruption and injustice. Three indigenous delegates 
chosen during a national indigenous congress, including 
Jose Luis Gonzales the Pemon President of the Indigenous 
Federation of Bolivar, participated in this process as part of 
a 131-member assembly. On November 11, the assembly 
concluded its deliberations and gave final approval to a 
final draft of the new constitution that will be sent to the 
public for a referendum vote in mid-December. The pro- 
posed constitution includes an entire chapter on the rights 
of indigenous peoples in Venezuela. 

Nearly all of the articles that were drafted and proposed by 
the indigenous movement — including the right to receive 
title for land claimed by indigenous peoples — were ap- 
proved, signaling a major victory for peoples such as the 
Pemon. The struggle of the Pemon against the Guri power 
line has been a visible symbol of the indigenous rights 
movement in Venezuela and has no doubt contributed to 
the recent constitutional victory. 

There are still hurdles ahead. The Venezuelan public must 
approve the new constitution. Then there are many chal- 
lenges before land titles can be granted — a process which is 
likely to take years. First a process for settling land claims must 
be developed and then land claims reviewed and legalized. 

In the mean time, President Chavez still has a promise to 
fulfill to meet with Pemon leaders and to take measures to 
resolve the controversy surrounding the Guri power line. 
Whether the Pemon succeed in stopping the pro j ect or whether 
they receive legal recognition and decisions-making authority 
on future development decision remains to be seen. Surely, 
the tide of globalization will spark additional waves. 

Atossa Soltani is director of Amazon Watch. The Amazon 
Watch communications team has been supporting the struggle 
of indigenous people in Venezuela by providing media outreach, 
fundraising and the transfer of much needed communications 
equipment. For more information and to support these efforts, 
contact Amazon Watch, 20110 Rockport Way, Malibu, CA 
90265; (310) 456-1340; 456-0388 (fax); asoltani@igc.org; 
www.amazonwatch.org. 


HAMMERING A NUCLEAR LAB 
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Puerto Ricans protest 
Navy's use of water 

The US Navy's sprawling 
Roosevelt Roads base in Puerto Rico 
was cut off from its main source of 
water when activists disconnected 
and plugged intake pipes for much 
of the day October 29 as a recent 
protest against the US military in 
the island territory. 

Members of the Water for All Move- 
ment, based on Puerto Rico's east 
coast blocked off the water intake to 
the Navy base because of inaction on 
the part of government officials over 
the Navy's alleged illegal use of water 
from the Blanco River in Naguabo. 

In July, commonwealth officials 
charged that the Navy's use of wa- 
ter from the Blanco River was ille- 
gal because it failed to get a water 
franchise permit required by a re- 
cent law. But the Navy said it was 
issued a permit in 1942 and does 
not need a franchise. Nor does it 
need to pay because it does not use 
commonwealth water distribution 
systems but transports and treats 
the water using its own infrastruc- 
ture. The Navy says the base uses 
about two million gallons of water 
a day, but protesters claim 
Roosevelt Roads actually draws 
about four million gallons. 

The confrontation has exacer- 
bated tensions between the Navy 
and Puerto Rico. Political leaders 
and residents have been striving to 
get the Navy to stop its military 
maneuvers on Vieques and return 
the two-thirds of the island it holds 
to the local government. Navy offi- 
cials say the base plays an integral 
role in preparing its members for 
combat and is therefore essential to 
national defense. Aided by power- 
ful Congressional allies, the Navy is 
pressing to lift a temporary ban on 
"live-fire" training on Vieques. 

International Anti- 
McDonald's Day 

The 15 th annual Worldwide Anti- 
McDonald's Day was on October 16 
(UN World Food Day). It was a protest 
against the promotion of junk food, 
the unethical targeting of children, 
exploitation of workers, animal cru- 
elty, damage to the environment and 
the global domination of corpora- 
tions over our lives. There were 425 
protests and pickets in 345 towns in 
23 countries: Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, Belgium, Canada, England, 
Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, 
Italy, Malta, Mexico, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Portugal, Romania, Scot- 
land, South Africa, Sweden, Switzer- 
land, Taiwan and the USA. 

On October 15 there was also a 
day of action against McDonald's 
all over France called by th ^Farmers 
of Confederation Paysanne. 

Since 1990 three million leaflets 
. have been handed out in the UK and 
it is now distributed worldwide. There 
are also copies* in 27 languages. 

As well as the mass distribution of 
leaflets by thousands of local activ- 
ists, the global campaign against 
McDonald's has continued to grow 
this year. There have been millions of 
hits to 'McSpotlight,' many deter- 
mined residents’ campaigns against 
new stores, mass anti-McDonald's pro- 
tests, a crew unionization success in a 
store in Canada and general bad pub- 
licity for the corporation. 

Contact the McLibel Support 
Campaign, London Greenpeace, 
5 Caledonian Road, London N1 
9DX, UK; (440) 171-713 1269; 
mc!ibel@globa Hi et.c6.uk; 
www.mcspotlight.orgT 


continued from front page 

This judgment has enormous impli- 
cations for the future. Now there is an 
incredible opportunity to have a fully 
informed and rational debate about 
nuclear weapons and enough informa- 
tion around about how close we are to 
catastrophe. All activists like us can do 
is bring the issues into the light. It is for 
governments to complete our actions. 

At our trial, we were charged with 
criminal mischief and theft, but you 
can view our actions as crimes only if 
you look at the whole thing very su- 
perficially. If you break down the door 
of a burning house to save the baby 
inside, that's not criminal damage to 
the door but an act of necessity to save 
the baby's life. I did not disarm the 
laboratory on a whim or in anger; I 
had tried everything else and there 
was no other reasonable legal alterna- 


tive. We spent five months planning 
the action, making sure what we were 
doing was safe, accountable and non- 
violent. We also had to ensure our 
personal affairs were in order in case 
we ended up spending years in jail. 

I've been involved in campaigning 
since the early 70s when I read the first 
issue of The Ecologist which highlighted 
global problems such as nuclear weap- 
ons, destruction of the ozone layer 
and massive species loss. I was part of 
a delegation that went to see Robin 
Cook before the Labour victory in 
1 99 7. He promised he would do things 
and said next time he saw us he would 
be in a bigger office. Well, he's got a 
bigger office, but he's done nothing. 

All the time, this government shames 
me. We don't have to earn our living 
by selling arms. I thought when Brit- 
ain gave up on colonialism, it would 


behave in a more morally responsible 
way, but it still treats the majority of 
people in the world with disrespect. 

It's very important to have a dream, 
a vision for human beings to reach 
their full capabilities, to love and be 
loved. I'm always full of hope that we 
will achieve this, and that is why I've 
ended up on trial so often. I was in- 
volved in the Snowball campaign, 
snipping wires at nuclear bases, and 
my action helped raise awareness of 
the Hawk jets bound for Indonesia. 
But I am not getting involved in any 
more direct action at the moment; it's 
time to support other Trident 
Ploughshares activists. Men as well as 
women are involved, and we have 
pledged to disable Britain's nuclear 
deterrent, to prevent it ever being used 
for the murder of innocent civilians. 

If the world is to survive, we have to 
get rid of nuclear weapons sooner or 
later. I hope it will be sooner. 
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To help build citizen support for National Forest protection, Green Fire 
Productions has released a new inspiring and motivational grassroots 
organizing video, Ancient Forests: The Power of Place. It contains stunning 
footage of the few remaining ancient forests, and compelling testimony 
from an historian, conservationists, Native Americans, community lead- 
ers and others. The viewer is guided through landmark decisions in the 
history of our national forests to an urgent call to action to protect the 
public forests which remain at risk of destruction. 

It recently won first prize in the "Forest" category at the EarthVision 
Environmental Film Festival in Santa Cruz, California. 

Copies can be purchased for $10 each, including shipping, (bulk pricing 
available) by contacting Green Fire at (503)736-1295 info@greenmedia.orgi 


WT O RESISTANCE JOURNAL 


Quick! Write down your thoughts while they are fresh in 

YOUR HEAD. We WANT BIG-PICTURE CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF THE WTO 
RESISTANCE. We WOULD LIKE TO FOCUS ON WRITING RELEVANT TO 
BUILDING A MORE EFFECTIVE MOVEMENT FOR LIBERATION (RESISTING 
GLOBAL CAPITALISM, STATISM, AND OTHER DOMINATION). Of COURSE 
WE ALSO WANT EXCITING, EMPOWERING, FUNNY AND/OR TOTALLY- 
FUCKED, GAS-CHOKING STORIES OR PHOTOS FROM THE FRONTLINES OF 
WTO DIRECT ACTION. 

The journal will be edited from an anarchist perspective. To 

ENSURE THIS AND ITS STATED MISSION, IT IS CURRENTLY AUTONOMOUS 

from the "N30 Reflections" mentioned in the action packets. 
However, we are not opposed to combining the projects if there 

ARE NO COMPROMISES. PLEASE MAIL SUBMIS SIONS TO: WTO ANALYSIS, 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440;wtoanalysis@vis'PO.com. 


People & Planet-Friendly Events 
Ontario, Canada — 

^ ^ Uy 

Coalition for a Green Economic Recovery, Thurs. Dec. 16, 7:30 p.m. 
Topic: t.b.a. Member's Lounge, Toronto City Hall, 100 Queen St. W. Free. 
Followed by an hour of the coalition's inspired networking! Contact 
Michael Berger at (416)782-4589 http://www.web.net/ecorecov. 

Organic Conference & Eco-Products Trades Show, Thurs. Jan 
27 - Sun. Jan. 30, 2000, Univ. of Guelph. Largest organic event in Canada. 
New, 4-day program; 35 speakers. 

Ontario Horticultural Crops Annual Conference & Trade Show, 
Wed. Feb. 16-17, 2000. In conjunction with Farmer's Markets Ontario 
networking symposium. Regal Constellation Hotel, 900 Dixon Rd., Toronto. 
$40/day. Call Kevin Schooley (613)258-8359; kschoole@omafra.gov.on.ca 


SEED Environmental Conference 


Sponsored by Students for Environmental and Ecological Devel- 
opment it draws students, faculty members, and concerned 
citizens from areas all over the Midwest. The day long event 
includes workshops, discussions, and lectures to share knowledge 
and experience, create networks, and turn ideas into actions. The 
conference’s target audience, which would include university 
activists, would have much to gain from the inspiration and 
motivation that a speaker from your organization could provide. If 
you would be interested in sending a speaker or workshop leader 
to this conference, please let me know and we can pursue the idea 
further and make the necessary arrangements. Contact Terri 
Kandalepas at, tkandal@nwu.edu, or (847)328-1 826. 




Experienced activist needed for 
Biodiversity Project 

for paid (minimum wage salary)position with the Blue Mountains Biodiversity 
Project. Experience with legal timber sale monitoring required and also interest or 
background in ending corporate dominance work. Office and hiking skills 
necessary. No computer use involved. Must be self-motivated and willing to live 
in Eastern Oregon. Minimum one year commitment. Send resume and extensive 
activist references with your phone number and mailing address to: 

Blue Mountain Biodiversity Project 
HCR-82 

Fossil, Oregon 97830 
(541)468-2028 


International Pelagic 
Shark Workshop 

February 14-17 

■ ■ -S ‘ ' ■ .... 1 ■ ' 

Hosted by the Ocean Wildlife 
Campaign, a coalition of six conser- 
vation groups working to protect 
sharks and other large ocean fish, 
this scientific workshop will focus 
on stock assessments of pelagic 
sharks in ail major ocean basins. 

We invite fisheries scientists, man- 
agers, conservationists, fishing in- 
dustry members, shark biologists, 
marine educators and interested in- 
dividuals to join the symposium. 

Contact the coordinators at 
owc@atidubon.org, (516-581-5268 
fax), or at the Ocean Wildlife Cam- 
paign, 550 South Bay Avenue Islip, 
NY 11751; www.audubon.org/ 
campaign/lo/ow. 


Heartwood’s year 
2000 meeting 
schedule: 


Council meeting: March 24- 
26 in the southern region 
Forest Council: Memorial Day 
Weekend, May 26-29 in Camp 
Blanton in southern Kentucky 
Council meeting: July 28-30 
in Pennsylvania For those inter- 
ested, we can head on the Wash- 
ington DC to lobby afterwards. 
There is a campground NE of DC 
not too far from the metro for 
driving into DC. 

Reunion: October 6-8 at the 
Lazy Black Bear in Paoli, Indiana. 

for more information contact: 
(81 2)337-2430 or 
info@heartwood.org 


Green Anarchist 

The millennium double issue (GA57/58) interview with Ted Kaczinski, 
Y2K survival guide, June 18 reports, John Ball, Irrationalists and 
more. $2 from GA-USA, POB 11331 , Eugene, OR 97440, USA 


EF! Organizers' ( 


Winter Fiesta and 


Conference 2000 

iversary Hike (this time for real) 


February ,10-13 

The EF! beach party you've all been waiting for is just around the 
corner (again). The only thing is that it's not going to be at a beach, 
although there will be plenty of sand. This year we are going to meet in 
the mystically beautiful desert known as the Mojave. But, don't be in a 
big hurry to pack up the beach ball, because we might freeze our asses 
off — winter temperatures can dip to below freezing although average 
daytime highs are in the 60s and lows in the 40s. Despite the chill we 
will be having the Earth First! Organizers Conference 2000. 

The whole show starts on Thursday, February 10. (Meeting junkies 
should show up beforehand to help work out the particulars of this year's 
agenda.) The first official meeting will be at 7 p.m. sharp! The Conference 
continues Friday and Saturday until the afternoon of Sunday the 13th. 
With WTO, Y2K, grand juries and the painful EF! journal meeting at the 
RRR in Colorado, we'll have a lot to talk about this year. 


Here are a few travel tips: 

Bring your own food as well as food for community dinners and lots of 
water. Be prepared for windy, cold weather. Bring plenty of firewood for 
the campfires since there are no trees in the desert. This is particularly 
important: Bring firewood or there won't be any fires and bring water or you 
will be thirsty. This is car camping, so bring extra blankets and contact the 
committee if you can bring any large canvas tents for meetings. The cost 
of the conference is $20. The directions to drive or bike from Baker, 
California, are: Go south into the Mo j ave Desert, follow I- 1 5 for 42. 2 miles, 
turn north onto Kalbaker Road, proceed 14 miles to the site. 

So, come and join us on the dunes! For more information, contact the 
Earth First! O.C. 2000, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440, earthfirst@igc.org (put 
"conference" in the subject line). For ride coordination contact Delyla, (541) 
312-3453; kitchenwitchrune@yahoo.corn. Travel money may be available 
to encourage representation of as many bioregions as possible. 
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the Nuclear 

Resister <5 ^ft:.. / 


information about 

y 

&' support for 
imprisoned 
anti-nuclear & 
anti-war activists 


• Action reports & future actions • 
Prisoner support info • International 
resistance news • Writings from jail • 
A network for nonviolent direct action 


$ 15/year 

(US$20 Canada, US$25 overseas) 

ASK FOR A FREE SAMPLE ISSUE 


CONCERNED^ 
SINGLES A/ 
NEWSLETTER 

socially conscious 
the environment, 

^ Nationwide • All ages • Since 1984 

3 Free Sample: Write Box 444-EF, 
P Lenox Dale, MA 01 242; 

call (41 3) 445-6309; 

or browse http:/ vww.concernedsingle8.com 



Angry Folk 

|| ::i: 

bldd and green folk/punk 
30 minute tape for 55 
52 from every purchase goes to 
the December 16th Committee 
which supports anti-imperialist 
” political prisoners: | 


Angry Folk. 

. . ^ ^ 


V f /* * C.- 

POB 11262 

Portland, Maine 04104 


Wtyji si 


POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733 USA 
nukeresister@igc.org 


•/ On Indian Land 


On Indian Land is an American 
Indian issues newspaper cover- 
ing topics of importance to 
indigenous peoples of North 
America, including treaty, 
land, and sovereignty rights, 
religious freedom, and poli- 
tical prisoners. Subscription 
rates for 1 year/4 issues are: 

$12 (individual) 

$20 (institution) 

Make check out & send to: 

Support for Native Sovereignty 
P0 Box 2104, Seattle WA 98111 


SUPPORT THE EF!J AND OTHER 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS. 

SEND IN YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO THE EARTH 
DEFENSE EDUCATION PROJECT (FORMERLY THE FOREVER WILD 
FUND], POB 134. EUGENE. OR 97440 




IfonlMMMffiit 


The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would like to live rent- 
free and caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette , Box 5887-EF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377.(602) 488-1970. 
www .angel fire.com/wa/caretaker 


Get your 2000 
Organizer Now! 



5 each post paid • 4 coples/S 15 


Mail cash or chocks to: 

Slingshot Collective 

3124 Shattuck • Berkeley • CA • 94705 
Call for larger orders: 510 540-0751 ex. 3 


Th« Organizer is a benefit Tor Sfcigshoi newspaper, an independent 
radical quarterly newspaper published in Berkeley since 1988. 

Subscribe to Slingshot newspaper 5 copies $5. 



H Who Stays You Can’t 
Change the World? 
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Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 
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nether you want to simply green up your own personal life- 

style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 

E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E’s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have i been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL. ISSUE TODAY! 


• Send me my FREE 
4 U M. JCj • trial issue of E/The 
Environmental Magazine. If I like it, I can name 
subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 

$19.95. If not. I’ll just return the subscription 

. ' , ADDRESS 

invoice marked cancel and return it to you. 

The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 
or obligation to me. city, state, zip 

E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572! 
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Attack on campesinos 

A peaceful October 12 demonstra- 
tion by some 5,000 campesinos in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, ended in vio- 
lence after riot police attacked protest- 
ers with tear gas, gunfire and clubs. 
The protesters came from all over Hon- 
duras ior.a march timed to coincide 
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building and continued on to several 
other government buildings. At each 
building, delegations of protesters met 
with officials or handed over docu- 
ments detailing their demands. When 
the marchers got within about three 
blocks of the presidential palace, some 
100 police in riot gear stopped them 
from continuing. A small group ne- 
gotiated with the troops for about an 
hour, seeking to allow the march to 
reach the palace. According to press 
accounts, stones were then thrown 
at police, and police responded by 
hurling tear gas canisters and beat- 
ing demonstrators — even though 
the stones were not thrown from 
the direction of the crowd. 

The protest was part of an interna- 
tional movement known as the "Cry 
of the Excluded" being carried out by 
peasant organizations all over the 
world as the start of a campaign for 
agrarian reform. It is being carried out 
in countries such as India, the Philip- 
pines, Nepal, Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, Co- 
lombia, Honduras, El Salvador and 
Mexico. The movement's slogan is 
"Bread, Land and Freedom." 

Activists disrupt meeting 

A total of 11 activists from 
Northcoast Earth First!, the Northern 
Humboldt No-To-WTO Coalition and 
the Progressive Alliance were arrested 
November 4 protesting at the Interna- 
tional Conference on Trade, Invest- 
ment and Tourism for Humboldt Bay 
and the North Coast, in Eureka, CA. 

Earlyin themorning five Northcoast 
Earth First! activists hung a banner 
from the roof of the building which 
read "Free Trade: Our World For Cor- 
porate Profits." They were quickly 
brought down and arrested. 

Later in the day another activist 
was arrested for holding a sign in a 
window. A second person was ar- 
rested when he questioned police 
officers about the arrest of the sign 
holder. He refused to leave and was 
subjected to pain compliance holds 
and carried off. Three more activists 
were arrested for crossing an arbi- 
trary line near the window view that 
had been drawn by police. The trade 
conference was as a prelude to the 
Third World Ministerial Conference 
of the World Trade Organization. 

Particularly at issuein the Humboldt 
Bay region are the plans for continued 
dredging of Humboldt Bay in order to 
get large foreign ships into the area 
carrying raw logs from Siberia and 
Indonesia. The dredging has been in- 
tensely destructive, reaking environ- 
mental havoc on fragile bay habitat 
and resulting in two large oil spills. 

The demonstration also featured a 
picket line and the Earth First! Ar- 
mada, which took to the bay with 
kayaks and bull horns, yelling, hoot- 
ing, disrupting and heckling the meet- 
ing throughout the event. 


DEAR NED LUDD is an irregular feature in ‘the Earth First! 

' ; •' ' ' .. 

Journal for discussion of creative means op 

the Earth. Neither the Earth First! movement nor the Earth 
I f fr>n> F irst - Journal necessarily encourage anyone to do thf. things 
‘ — ^ discussed in DEAR NED LUDD. Please send us your 



Ned Ludd replies: 

The procedure in- 
volves staking a 
claim, which can be 
^ done by finding the 
t place you want to 
claim and erect- 
ing markers on 
the land. Then 
you find the le- 
gal location and 
fill out the appro- 
priate form. The 
local BLM office 
usually has this 
sort of stuff, as 


s. 


well as a helpful, informative" guide 
to help you through the legal hoops. 

You can theoretically patent a 20 
acre claim for a $12.50 filing fee, and 
there is also a per acre fee for claims, 
about a buck an acre a year or some- 
thing ridiculous. You can own up to 
five of these 20 acre claims for one fee, 
and the annual assessment is custom- 
arily waived for less than five claims. 

The entire mining patenting process 
has been technically suspended, which 
means mining companies now just cut 
back room deals without even a nod to 
process. But since the process is sus- 
pended, it is tough to employ and has 
effectively sabotaged itself and made 
mining a truly lawless game. 

As long as this process is — suspended, 
I'm not sure how you could go about 
filing claims, legitimate or frivolous. 
There are people who acted when the 
law was clear and now block mining 
on several fine watersheds with their 
low-cost easy -maintenance mining 
claims (there is a requirement that $10 
worth of improvements be performed 
every year, for example). So there you 
go. Call up the BLM, wriggle up the 
arse of the beastie, and be sure to bring 
a good flashlight! 


Emm Night Nil 



Who Says that Cutting 
Down Trees is Always Bad? 

October was a busy month for anti- 
genetic engineering actions. At least 
three separate actions, including two 
attacks on mutant trees, took place. 

In Canada, two underground 
groups opposed to genetic engi- 
neering (GE) de- 
stroyed ap- 
proximately ygSjN, 

1,500 trees *““H| 

grown for ■ 

search in 

two separate 

incidents in 

Vancouver and 

Saanich, British Columbia, yfji 

on October 27 and 31. 

Reclaim the Genes 
leveled 500 GE ev- 
ergreen saplings j&sF t 

attheSilvagen J&T t 

Inc. site in /W || 

Vancouver, jFjg h; 

near the | 

of British Columbia. 

The action occurred in conjunction 
with a US day of action against GE. 
"We Canucks wanted to put Canada 
on the map as inhospitable to the 
mad science of genetic engineer- 
ing," said Gerrard Winstanley, 
spokesperson for Reclaim the Genes. 
"Our action will serve as a message 
to the WTO that genetic engineer- 
ing will not be tolerated in Canada. " 

The Genetix Goblins destroyed 
1,000 cedar, Douglas fir and assorted 
evergreen trees at Western Forest 
Products' (Westfor) Saanich Forestry 
Center on Halloween night (trick... 


or treat?) and charged Westfor with 
intending to replace temperate 
rainforests with genetically mutilated 
frankenforests. "The only way to inter- 
cept the release of biohazards into the 
environment is to derail this runaway 
'Frankenscience' now!" declared the 
group's communique. 

In the US, an under- 
_ ground group op- 

•j| posed to GE 

I claimed respon- 
se /%> SSRjgs. sibility for 

r breaking 

I yyfy windows at 

the Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin, Pioneer 
wF Hi-Bred facility on Octo- 

Sv ber 27. Seeds of Resistance 

H&v charged Pioneer and other 
.1 proponents of GE with de- 

1 ceiving the public and 

tS profiting off of grow- 

H ing ^E crops. 

"Seeing their 
)i profits as a 

M VlUF 1 sla p j n 

*|r face of the Earth 

and all its occupants, we took 
the liberty of paying them back," said 
the communique. "We, Seeds of Resis- 
tance, smashed all the windows on one 
side of their disgusting building. Wis- 
consin is now another state that can- 
not hide from this growing resistance 
against GE culture." 

These actions are the thirteenth, 
fourteenth and fifteenth known non- 
violent destruction of GE crops or 
other related property in North 
America this year and the first known 
attacks in Canada. Details of past anti- 
GE actions are available at 
www.tao.ca/~ban/ar.htm. 


ALF Strikes in Washington 

In Bellingham, Washington, the 
Animal Liberation Front (ALF) car- 
ried out its third successful labora- 
tory raid in the past six months. 
The latest target was the psychol- 
ogy labs- at Western Washington 
University, which was hit the morn- 
ing of October 24. 

Vivisector Merle Prim was the target 
of this raid according to a communique 
received by the North American ALF 
Press Office. The communique also 
stated that "the entire contents of 
Prim's office... were piled on the floor 
and soaked in two gallons of muriatic 
acid." It continues, "The office of the 
animal 'caretaker' was devastated and 
all documents related to animal tor- 
ture destroyed." 

More from the communique: "We 
entered the building after midnight, 
first destroying Prim's lifetime of re- 
search derived from torturing pri- 
mates, and seizing crucial documents 
related to animal research. We then 
made our way to the animal labs in 
the basement, locating a set of keys in 
an unlocked office. We made our way 
through the animal rooms, entering 7 
rooms and rescuing 3 rabbits and 28 
rats from the hands of deranged vivi- 
sectors. Sadly we were unable to liber- 
ate 8 rabbits due to electrode implants, 
but documented their horrendous 
condition on video. We also came 
across large lizards that were not able 
to be liberated." 

"The last time the ALF raided a 
Washington State lab was eight years 
ago in 1991 when the Fur Animal 
Research Facility at WSU in Pullman 
was targeted," comments David 
Barbarash, ALF spokesperson. 
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Earth First! Trinkets and Snake Oil 


Books from the Earth First! Library 


The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. A damn good book 
about people who like to fuck shit up. 
Fiction, 387 pages. $7 

Desert Solitaire: A Season 
in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. The naturalist poetically 
shares his experience as a ranger in desert coun- 
try. Nonfiction, 337 pages. $7 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. A compilation of apoca- 
lyptic theory and bottom line solutions. 
McKibben pulls no punches in this enlight- 
ening science-based thrashing of industrial 
society. Nonfiction, 226 pages. $12 

Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. This anarchist version of Ani- 
mal Farm will inspire activists young and 
old. Fiction, 192 pages. $10 

ECODEFENSE: A Field 
Guide to Monkeywrenching 

Edited by Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. 
Extensively revised, expanded third edition 
of the mother of all how-to-fuck-shit-up 
books. Illustrated, 352 pages. $18 

Grizzly Years: In Search of 
the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Fiction or nonfiction, one 
can’t really tell with this chilling account of 
tracking the grizzly in the wilderness of Mon- 
tana. Regardless of its true content, Grizzly 
Years is a soul jerking adventure story. 288 
pages. $14 

Green Rage: Radical Envi- 
ronmentalism and the Un- 
making of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. A brilliant defense 
of radical environmentalism, challenging the 
ethics of modem industrial society and as- 
serting the right of the natural world to blos- 
som, evolve and exist for its own sake. Non- 
fiction, 291 pages. $13 

A Sand County Almanac 
(with Essays on Conserva- • 
tion from Round River) 

By Aldo Leopold. Special edition. A classic, ro- 
mantic must read for anyone looking to defend 
Mama Earth. Written in 1945, Leopold was way 
ahead of his time. Nonfiction, 228 pages. $10 

Think Like a Mountain: To- 
ward a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, 
Arne Naess. Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 
Probes into how we're all really animals at 
heart. 128 pages, $10 

Waste of the West: Public Lands 
Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of 
grazing. Contains contact list, graphics, 
charts and maps. Nonfiction, 602 pages. $28 

Concrete 

By Paul Chadwick. A full-color illustrated 
comic novel about a group of EFlers who con- 
tact Concrete (a mountaineer/writer trapped 
in a concrete body) to help with an old-growth 
forest campaign. Full of EF! history and phi- 
losophy. Fiction, 160 pages. $18 

Ecological Resistance Move- 
ments: The Global Emer- 
gence of Radical and Popu- 
lar Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. A global look of case 
studies on the driving forces behind defend- 
ing the Earth. Nonfiction, 422 pages. $20 


Refuge 

By Terry Tempest Williams. An unnatural 
story of life in the radioactive American 
West. Tempest Williams has created a mas- 
terpiece interweaving her mother’s breast 
cancer and shorebirds threatened by the rise 
of the Great Salt Lake. Nonfiction, 304 
pages. $12 

Earth First! Campfire Poems 

Edited by Dennis Fritzinger, Karen Coulter and 
Dwight Metzger. A cruise through EF! history, 
this compilation will surely move you. Some 
poets included are Rod Coronado, Karen 
Coulter, Darryl Echt, Dennis Fritzinger, Peter 
Galvin, Mathew Haun, Lone Wolf Circles, 
Asante Riverwind, Snaggletooth, Faith Walker 
and Phillip Wright. 237 pages. $10 

Do Or Die: Voices from Earth 
First! 

Edited by Do or Die editorial collective. 
These pages are filled to the brim with di- 
rect action, resistance, theory, critique, sabo- 
tage and subversion. British EFlers have put 
together a must have for revolutionary ecolo- 
gists. This may be the last issue, so order 
now while supplies last. 345 pages, printed 
once a year if you’re lucky. $15 

T-SHIRTS 

No Fucking Compromise 
White on black. S, M, L and XL for 
$12, XXL for $15 

Arm And Hammer Wrench 
White on yellow. S, M and L for 
$15 

Earth First! Fist 
Black fist on willow or olive or 
green fist on unbleached. S, M, L 
and XL for $12 and XXL for $15 
Two-color, green and white fist 
on black or multi-colored fist on 
black or forest green. S, M, L and 
XL for $15 and XXL for $17.50 

Earth First! Tools 

Black on natural. S, M, L and XL 

for $12 

Eagle 

Black on natural. S, M, L and XL 
for $12 

Visualize Direct Action 
Black and white on natural. S, M, 
L and XL for $12 



Cotton Caps 


Desert camo, adjustable band $12 
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Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches $3 

Tools Bandana 
Unbleached 100 percent cotton, 
slogans printed with non-toxic 
ink, $3 

Monkeywrench Pendent 
12" necklace, sterling siver $15 
One post earring $10 
One dangle earring $10 
Lapel pin $10 

Rubber Stamp 

Sturdy wood-block stamps from 
unfinished scrap lumber 
EF! fist or tools $5 

Hemp Wallet 
Tan with black and green fist 
and black lettering, specify 
wording "Greed Kills" or "Earth 
First!" $10 

Hemp Cap 

Tan with black and green em- 
broidered fist, black lettering, 
adjustable size $14 

Window Sticker 
3-inch EF! Fist, 4 for $1 


BUMPERSTICM *** 

Stickem' where YOl 

pican Wilder ness: 
it oir Leave it Alone 
ter Morhipn on Drugs ! 
ilate Don't Pc 
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lent 
lfftf Work 
•-Dre|m BacKlHife Bison^ 

Sing Back the Swan 

• Earth FifstL" JBi 

• Eschew Surplusage 

• Fight the Power 

M Hayduke Lives! . '-- ISM 

• I'd Rather Be 
Monkeywrenching 

• If Your Pecker Was As Small 
As Mine You'd Need a 
Muscle Wagon, Too (on non- 
removable paper, $.50 each) 

• I'll Take My Beef Poached, 

Thanks . - - * 

• Monkeywrench the Millenium 

• Love Your Mother, 

Don't become A Father 

• Love Your Mother, 

Don't Become One 

• Native (with Earth graphic) 

• Nature Bats Last 

• Not Politically Correct 
5 ay Your Rent, 

Work for the Earth 

lestion Technology 
il Men Don't Shoot Wolves 
Real Men Get Vasectomies 

• Resist Much, Obey Little 

• Save the Dammed Salmon 

• Save the Wild 

• Stop Clearcutting 

• Stop Clearcutting (on non- 
removable paper $.50) 

• Stop Public Lands Ranching 

• Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 

• Subvert the Dominant 
Paradigm ^ ’ 

: You for Not Breeding 
Globally) Act Locally 

: T 1 




Earth First! Merchandise Order Form 

j i description color size price 
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TOTAL $ 
foriegn orders add 15% 



Name. 

Street. 


City State /Country Zip. 

Make checks payable to the Earth First! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Questions? Call (541) 344-8004, Mondays 4-6. 


I 
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The video crekiid the night of 
the riot. Thousands aiready 
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$10 FIRST COPY, $5 UCHMOmOm 
Priority ruuur US 

pickAxe productions, 1430 Wiuamette 
POB 506. Eugene, OR 97401 


Note the pepper spray at right edge. 


My Nature Journal 


Attention folx. Here is the perfect gift for your 
younger associates in life. This personal nature guide 
is an amazing way to facilitate the integration of a 
youngster into the world of the wild. This 175-page 
hardback journal is filled with informative sections on 
various types of ecosystems, species that inhabit them, 
space for notes, sketches and poetry. There are charts 
for detailing critters, flowers, trees and much more. 

Author Adrianne Olmstead has created something 
yet to be offered to kids. From those who love 
tidepooling, to those enjoying the desert, this has 
something for everyone. 

Send $17.95 to Pajaro, 3343 Las Huertas Rd., 
Lafayette, CA 94549; (925) 283-7793; 284-2642 (fax); 
lois@pajaro.com.. 
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HOW I LIVED 

Seven years 
without 
electricity and 
running water 

A glimpse inside the unconnected 
scene. Practical, basic ideas on how 
to get by simply on the fringes of 
contemporary American culture. 

Send $12.00 (includes postage, etc.) 
to Esther Holmes, PO Box 277 
Springdale, WA 99173 
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The Nihilist Princess 

a novel by 

Louis M. Gagneur 

Reintroducing best-selling 19th century radical 
feminist author Louise M. Gagneur! In The Nihilist 
Princess she fictionalizes events taking {dace in the 
nihilist movement in Russia, which sought to free 
people from the Czar, the aristocracy, and the 
capitalists. Wanda Kryloff, the daughter of a cruel 
aristocrat, becomes a nihilist heroine. This early 
feminist novel will excite anyone interested in the 
history of literature, feminism, or radical politics. 


From the publishers of Anarchist Farm: 
She’s the sex-goddess at the beginning of 
toe universe; he’s a loser telecommuter in a 
tiny Martian apartment Together they are 
in for a wild ride in this blistering anti- 
technology satire. Pyrexia by Michel Mery. 
$10.00, quality paperback 

ID Publishing books are available at radical 
bookstores. See a complete tide list at 
www.iiipubU8hnig.com or send $1 for a 
catalog. To order direct, send a check or 
money order including $2.00 P&H per 
order to 111 Publishing, P.O. Box 1581, 
Gualala,CA 95445 
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f rurn Your Phone Into An 

EarthPhone! 

You make the call: Do you want your telephone bill supporting obnoxious 
corporate ad campaigns, or Earth First! Journal? 

With our Affinity' Long Distance service, every time you make a long dis- 
tance call, 5% of your charges go to Earth First! JoumaL 

We offer you a choice of rate plans: 15</minute ail the time; 10* off-peak/25 1 
peak (Mon.-Fri. 7-7); or 10* all the time (tor pUn basis monthly fee if usage is Mow 
$30). Also, tow rates for in-state calls and business phones; calling cards; etc. 

More information: Steve Freedkin, 510-644-2778, Steve@IntemetAddress.com, 
or on the Web at: http://!tome^prfntmail.coni/~sfreedton/affinity.html 


How bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 


clip and send to: 

Earth First! Journal-subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 


. 



A new face in Seattle 


CD $500 Lifetime Subscription — — k- " -JOH 

CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 Surface Mail, International (US$) 

CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

CD $35 Anonymous Envelope (1st class) CD $45 Air Mail, International (US$, no foreign checks) 

CD $ DONATION CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

Subscriber Name Credit Card Orders 

Visa/MC (circle one) 

idress Card # 

Exp. date (month/year) 

ty State Zip Country 

The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 


DONATION 


Address . 
City 


State 
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ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

Soren Wuerth 

c/o Alaska Action Center 

POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523 

(907) 566-2468; hshtree@alaska.net 

ARI ZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

tucsonef@juno.com 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIF ORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 
Circle of Life Foundation/Julia Butterfly 
POB 388, Garberville, CA 95542 
(707) 923-9522; 923-9532 (fax) 
wwwlunabeexxg; Iunanetvs@humbc4dtl.com 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Chemey, POB 34 
Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
Sonoma County EF!/Biotech Last! 
POB 3321, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
Siena EF!, 228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
(S30) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
F.R.E.A.K. of Nature EF! 

POB 8493, Green Valley Lake, CA 92341 
Sacramento EF! 

POB 376, Carmichael, CA 95609 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

(510) 848-8724 

Bay Area Activist Hotlines 

(510) 594-4000 x222; (415) 332-5800 x324 

Genetix Action 

1334 42nd Ave., SF, CA 94122 

(707) 789-8454; gsnowball@anglehre.com 

Santa Cruz EF1/EF! Radio 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 


POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
(805) 961-2516; sbef@rain.org; 
www.sb-earthfirst.org 
Action Resource Center 
POB 2104, Venice, CA 90294 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 

(909) 422-1637; www.sagecouncil.com 

Tribes EF! c/o DR Chance 

POB 10487, San Bemadino, CA 92423 

DRChance3@aol.com 

Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 
(760) 740-1174; sdef@envirolink.org 
COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
(617) 687-2598 (fax) 
wildernessdefense@email.com 
www.WildemessDefense.com 
Art Good times 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81 152; afi@amigo.net 

FL Q RI PA 
Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF!, POB 17838 
Clearwater, FL 33762; (727) 538-9050 
clearwaterfnb@hotmail.com 
Alachua EF!, POB 1638 
Alachua, FL 32616; (904) 462-3374 
Miami EF! 

EarthFirstMiami@hotmail.com 

www.geodties.com/RainForest/Andes/7667 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 
Kattiah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 
HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 


IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 

POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 

nrpp@lesbois.com 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 

POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 

(208) 882-9755; 883-0727 (fax) 

cove@moscow.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 

friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 351-0312; sprklblu@siu.edu 
INDIANA 

Indiana Forest Alliance 

POB 1074, Bloomington, IN 47402 

(812) 332-4878 

LOUISIANA 

Louisiana EF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 
http://move.to/LouisianaEF 
Baratopia EF!, baratopiaei@yahoo.com 
M A INE 
Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 

mahylanp 

DC Area EF! collective 

3123 Montgomery Hall, College Park, 

MD 20742; (301) 314-3712 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass EF!, POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

Heather La Capita, 135 Eutaw St #3, 

East Boston, MA 02128; (617) 569-3969 

Jon Chance, 72 Peterborough Street 

Apt.31, Boston MA 02215 

(617) 859-8155; jpchance@usa.net 

MI C HIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 

(616) 383-9317 


MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 

(612) 362-3387; bigwoodsef@hotmail.com 

Wilderness First!, POB 16075 

St. Paul, MN 55116; wdumess@aol.com 

www.geocities.com/RainForest/7094 

M IS SOURI 

Ray O. McCaU 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

74747.20S2@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232 St. Louis, MO 63163; (314) 

772-6463 

M ONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF!, POB 9286 
Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 728-5733 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
N EVAPA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 

Green Vigilance, 46 E. Monroe, Mt. 
Holly, NJ 08060; (609) 265-0392 
NEW MEXICO 
Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

(505) 588-8128 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

NE W YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4831; fax 925-8715 
adam@wetlandspreserve.org 


Foghorn, POB 889, Westhampton 
Beach, NY 11978; (516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 

Steven Smith 

Sarah Lawrence College 

1 Mead Way, Bronxville, NY 10708-9902 

paralipsis@crosswinds.net 

OFF!, Off Campus College Office 

SUNY Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Project Harmony 

216 West 122nd Street, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

More Gardens! Coalition 

50 Avenue B, NY NY 10009 

moregardens3@hotmail.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!, POB 1485 

Asheville, NC 28802; (828) 285-0631 

mountainfaction@cs.com 

www.fortunecity.com/greenfield/bnfl/527 

Kattiah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 
(910) 973-7032; stemoody@wilkes.net 
OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

1730S Grovewood Ave 

Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 

Ohio Valley EF!, POB 17, Univ. of Cin. 

Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 

(S13) 281-6892 

Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
OEARTHFIRST@oberlin.edu 
Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255 
OREGON 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112 x7875 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
swef@efn.org 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 

POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 

www.ecoecho.org 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 

HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 

Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St. apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 223-4996; 223-4997 (fax) 

adp@envirolink.org 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF! Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjgb@mindspring.com 
French's Lick EF! 

200 Creekwood Dr., Whitehouse, TN 37188 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St., Austin, TX 78722 
(SI 2) 478-7666 
South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Lusus Naturaes Env. Collective 
1421 Longhorn, Houston, TX 77080 
lususnaturae7 l@hotmail.com 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 
Save the Corporations 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 

VI RGIN IA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 

EF! Collective @VCU 

Student Activities Center, Box 93 

POB 842035, Richmond, VA 23284 

(804) 353-5055; 52mjredm@atlas.edu 


WASHINGTON 
Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
(206) 632-1656 ph/fax; Sea-ef@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

(360) 867-9054; olyearthfirst@hotmailcom 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 


Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, W1 53711 
(608) 255-8765 

www.geocities.com/rainforest/4101 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd Oshkosh, WI 54901; 
(920) 424-0265 

Chippewa Valley EF!, POB 1151, 

Eau Claire, WI 54702; (608) 782-6997 
Sand County EF! 

308 Nelson Hall, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
dchurl99@uwsp.edu 


Midwest Headwaters Action 


International EF! Directory 


Check out the international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Llsmore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 

ef_au@hotmall.com 

www.green.net.au/ozef_update/ 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd Via Dalby, Qld 4405 

ph/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 

admin@earthfirst.org.au 

CANADA 

North American ALF Press Office 

David Barbarash, POB 3673, 

Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1 Canada 

250-897-0791; 419-858-9065 (fax); 

naalfpo@tao.ca;www.enviroweb.org 

ALFIS/media/naalfpo.html 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

EF! Manitoba 

599 Talbot Ave, Winnipeg, 

Manitoba R2L 0R7; (204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto POB 195 Stn. B, 119 

Spadina Ave., Toronto, ON M5T 

2W1; earthfirst.toronto@tao.ca 

EF! Ottawa Box 4612, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

Autonomous Green Action 

POB 4721, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 

di695@freenet.carleton.ca 

EF! Montreal, Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@czn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 

Limerick Talamh Glas 

41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 

ENGLAND 

Over 30 Earth First! and radical 
ecological direct action groups exist in 
England. As well as these there are a 
number of other anarchist/revolution- 
ary groups and projects. For a list or 
for general news from the UK, contact: 
EF! Action Update 
c/o PO Box ITA, Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE99 ITA, UK; 0797 479 
1841; actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
Do or Die, c/o Prior House 
6 Tilbury Place, Brighton, 

East Sussex, BN2 2GY, UK 

doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 

FRANCE 

Carbusters /Resource Ctr 

44 rue Burdeau, 69001 Lyon; (33) 4 

72 00 23 57 carbusters@wanadoo.fr 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 


INBIA 
Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 

http://groenfr.huizen.dds.nl 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Be tan. Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

189 San Antonio Ext SFDM 

1105 Quezon Qty 

POL AND 

Workshop for All Beings 
POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko, Biala 4 
048-33-8183153 (ph/fax) 
wapienica@pnrwi.most.org.pl 
In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne n 
"W OBRONIEZIEM1" Domonika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42, 91-038, 
Lodz, Poland, (+48 42) 653-38-16 
goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312)34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 

Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 

+7 (0112) 43 72 86 (ph/fax) 

ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SC OTLAN D 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB; 44 (0)41 
636 1924/339 8009; 44 (0)41 424 
3688 (fax); scotree@gn.apc.org 
SLOVAKIA 
Slobodnti altemativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

10F, Garden Tower Bldg., 98-78 

Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu 

Seoul 1 10-350; environ@choIlian.net 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Dem&ndes, Taller de E. A. 
A. CURUXA, J. B., XelmirerJ, Campus 
Universitario, 1570 S Santiago 
(81) 584321; 584533 (fax) 

SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 VSnersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 
Box 34089, 100 26 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195; sea@motkraft.net 
www.motkraft.net/sea/ 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
Nadia Shevchenko, POB 322, Kiev 252187 
+7 38 (044) 2657628; 38 (044) 550- 
6068 (fax); rk@cci.glasnet.ru 


EF! Projects 6 Campaigns 


Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 
www.wildrockies.org/cma 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(925) 376-7329; fax 631-7958 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 


Northeast Forest Practices 
Campaign 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 

03802; noreastah@acadia.net 

Sea Defense Alliance 

POB 400, Williams, OR 97544; 

sedna@cdsnet.net 

Warrior Poets Society 

PMB 361, 108 MLKJr. Student 

Union # 4510, Berkeley, CA 94720- 

4510 www.efmedia.org/poets.html 


(831) 425-3205; cmzef@cruzio.com 
Santa Barbara EF! 


Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
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